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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office,  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct*  31,  1834. 

Sir;  I have  the  honor  to  state,  that,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the 
Senate,  dated  the  23d  December,  1833,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  correspondence,  &e.,  in  relation  to  the  re- 
moval of  Indians,  and  other  specified  matters  connected  with  Indian  afiairs, 
since  the  28th  May,  1830,  I have  caused  to  be  copied  and  arranged  for  pub- 
lication every  thing  in  my  office  contemplated  by  that  resolution;  and  that, 
agreeably  to  a subsequent  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated  the  30th  June, 
1834,  I have,  under  your  directions,  furnished  for  publication,  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  all  the  correspondence,  &c.,  above  alluded  to. 

The  papers  are  arranged  in  the  following  order:  Part  1st.  Letters  and  in- 
structions to  agents  and  others,  chronologically;  Part  2d.  Letters  from  agents 
and  others,  alphabetically;  Part  3d.  Accounts  of  disbursing  agents,  &c. 

Part  first  contains  the  correspondence  of  my  office  on  the  subject  of  Indian 
emigration,  since  that  duty  was  first  confided  to  me  in  the  winter  of  1830-31, 
to  the  27th  December,  1833.  To  this  part  there  is  an  appendix,  containing 
appointments  by  you  of  superintendents  and  other  emigrating  agents,  with 
the  ^^regulations  concerning  the  removal  of  Indians.^’ 

Part  second  contains  all  the  letters  originally  addressed  to  my  office  on  the 
subject  of  Indian  emigration,  with  such  other  letters  as  have,  in  the  course  of 
business,  been  referred  to  me  from  the  War  Department  and  the  office  of  In- 
dian affairs. 

Part  third  contains  abstracts  of  the  disbursements  of  the  agents  employed 
in  the  Indian  emigration,  with  other  abstracts  of  expenditures  not  chargeable 
to  that  vservice,  but  having  been  the  subject  of  my  supervision,  believed  to 
be  properly  placed  among  the  accounts  which  I have  deemed  it  correct  to 
present. 

From  the  nature  of  the  duties  of  the  removal  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  the 
fact  that,  at  first,  they  were  not  so  well  defined  as  subsequent  experience  and 
the  progress  of  the  service  have  caused  them  to  be,  there  will  not  be  found 
in  the  papers  now  furnished  to-  Congress  from  my  office,  every  thing  relat- 
ing to  those  duties.  Much  of  what  is  connected  with  the  preliminary  steps 
in  1830  and  1831,  will,  it  is  presumed,  appear  in  that^partof  the  corre- 
spondence furnished  by  the  office  of  Indian  affairs,  where  will  also  appear 
much  of  what  strictly  appertains  to  Indian  removal  since  that  period.  It 
has  been  somewhat  difficult  to  separate  the  action  of  the  two  offices  in  regard 
to  this  matter;  and  the  letters  to  the  Department  of  War  and  the  office  of 
Indian  affairs,  were  frequently  filled  with  subjects  of  various  character;  some 
relative  to  Indian  removal,  and  others  to  the  multifarious  operations  of  our 
Indian  relations.  But  the  great  mass  of  the  correspondence,  relating  to  the 
policy  and  practical  operations  of  the  Government,  in  regard  to  the  removal 
of  the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  based  upon  the  act  of  Congress  of 
May  28,  1830,  has  been  furnished  by  me. 

The  action  of  my  office  has  not  been  confined,  as  will  appear  by  the  ab- 
stracts of  disbursements,  entirely  to  the  transportation  of  the  Indians  west 
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of  the  Mississippi,  and  their  subsistence  twelve  months  after.  Other  duties 
connected  with  this  great  and  primary  one,  have  been  devolved  upon  it; 
that  of  purchasing  the  various  articles  to  be  furnished  under  treaty  stipula- 
tions with  the  emigrating  tribes;  their  transportation  (principally  from  the 
eastern  cities)  by  water  to  New  Orleans  send  up  the  Mississippi  river,  to  the 
several  agencies  of  the  tribes  for  which  they  were  intended,  and  thence,  by 
land,  to  the  proper  points  for  distribution;  and  that  of  the  valuation  and  sale 
of  cattle  under  the  Choctaw  treaty  of  September,  1830,  and  the  supplying, 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  of  other  cattle  in  lieu  thereof;  besides,  there  will 
appear  disbursements  not  pertaining  to  any  of  these  objects,  and  of  a miscel- 
laneous character. 

The  abstracts  show  the  purchase  of  a considerable  amount  of  property. 
The  necessity  for  the  expenditures  on  this  account,  will,  it  is  believed,  be 
satisfactorily  shown  by  the  correspondence  with  the  agents;  but  it  is  proper 
to  remark,  that  except  in  cases  of  unavoidable  loss,  all  the  property,  with 
very  trifling  exceptions,  has  been  sold;  and  the  amounts  received  form  a 
considerable  reduction  on  the  aggregates  of  the  several  abstracts. 

Respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GIBSON, 
Commissary  General  Subsistence, 
Hon,  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War, 


In  Senate  op  the  United  States, 

' December  23,  1833. 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  cor- 
respondence between  that  department  and  the  several  agents  and  other  per- 
sons who  have  been  employed  in  the  removal,  or  in  the  arrangement  for  the 
removal  of  the  Indian  tribes,  since  the  28th  May,  1830;  also,  all  correspon- 
dence between  the  department  and  other  individuals  on  the  subject  of  Indian 
affairs,  including  the  names  of  agents  or  other  persons  who  have  been  en- 
gaged in  making  Indian  treaties,  in  the  removal  of  Indians,  or  in  locating 
the  reservations  allowed  by  treaties  to  Indians,  with  a statement  of  the  se- 
veral sums  disbursed  by  each,  showing  the  amount  expended,  the  persons 
to  wliom  it  has  been  paid,  and  the  specific  services  or  consideration  for 
which  they  have  been  paid. 

Attest:  WALTER  LOWRIE,  Secretary, 


In  Senate  op  the  United  States, 

June  30,  1834. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Se- 
nate, during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  so  much  of  the  report  called  for  by  the 
Senate’s  resolution  of  the  23d  day  of  December  last,  as  may  not  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  Senate  during  the  present  session;  and  that  the  report,  as  re- 
ceived,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Attest;  WALTER  LOWRIE,  Secretary, 

Da 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  November  30,  1S30. 

Jir:  I am  apprized  by  the  Secretary  of  War  that  about  one  thousand 
actaw.  Indians  will  immediately  emigrate  to  the  Kiamitia,  probably  to 
: neighborhood  of  Cantonment  Towson.  The  balance  of  the  nation,  con- 
ing of  eighteen  thousand  or  nineteen  thousand  souls,  will  probably  emi- 
te  in  two  or  three  years.  Colonel  Arbuckle  has  been  instructed  to  re- 
TQ  you,  and  you  will  consider  this  an  order  to  repair  with  as  little  delay 
possible  to  the  vicinity  of  Cantonment  Towson,  and  make  yourself 
roughly  acquainted  with  the  present,  and  probable  future  resources  of 
country  for  furnishing  the  Indian  ration  of  corn,  beef  or  pork,  and  salt, 
e result  of  your  inquiries  will  be  fully  and  freely  detailed  to  this  office 
Ijarly  as  practicable.  You  are  requested  to  apprize  the  nearest  settlers  of 
I probable  market  they  will  soon  have  for  their  corn  and  cattle,  and  hold 
every  proper  inducement  for  them  to  raise  both  in  quantities  sufficient 
meet  the  expected  demand.  The  length  of  your  absence  on  this  duty 
1 depend  on  circumstances,  but  you  are  required  to  remain  while  you 
[,  promote  the  object  of  your  journey.  On  leaving  Cantonment  Gibson, 
!)rize  me  where  to  address  you. 

I Respectfully, 

Y our  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  S, 


Lieutenant  L.  F.  Carter, 

%^ssis^t  Com^y  Sub. , Cantonment  Gibson. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  27,  1830. 
Sir:  On  receipt  of  this,  you  will  proceed  with  as  little  delay  as  practica- 
to  Kiamitia,  or  the  nearest  point  where  it  is  supposed  the  body  of  Choc- 
I7S  now*  about  emigrating  westward  will  select  their  settlement.  On  your 
iching  the  settlement,  you  will  take  a list  of  such  as  have  recently  arriv- 
i as  well  as  those  who  may  hereafter  arrive  at  their  destination:  and,  that 
u may  prevent  confusion  and  disorder,  you  will  organize  them  into  com- 
|iies  of  fifty  or  one  hundred,  and  will  advise  them  to  select  from  among 
|:mselves  a captain  or  an  agent  to  each  company,  who  will  receipt  to  you 
I the  ration!^,  and  distribute  them  to  the  company.  The  ration  to  consist 
lone  and  a half  pounds  of  beef  or  pork,  one  pint  of  corn,  or  an  equivalent 
corn-meal  or  flour,  and  two  quarts  of  salt,  to  every  hundred  rations.  In 
J performance  of  this  duty,  every  care  and  economy  ipust  be  practised 
isistent  with  the  good  of  the  service  in  which  you  will  be  engaged,  taking 
icial  pains  to  treat  the  emigrants  with  all  the  kindness  and  civility  in  your 
wer  in  order  that  they  may  be  induced  to  remain,  and,  as  agriculturists, 
become  useful  to  themselves  and  to  the  Government;  and  also,  that  no 
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unfavorable  impressions  may  be  carried  back  to  their  nation  that  will  hg 
the  slightest  tendency  to  discourage  the  emigration  of  the  main  body.  ^ 
prevent  fraud  by  issues  to  them  beyond  the  period  limited  by  the  trea 
every  caution  is  to  be  used;  and  you  are  authorized  to  employ  as  your  ass 
tants  such  confidential  whites  and  Indians  as  you  may  consider  essential 
his  service.  In  the  event  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  other  and  me 
extensive  arrangements  will  necessarily  be  made.  You  will  make  yours 
acquainted  with  the  resources  of  the  country  bordering  on  the  Choctaw  s 
dements,  and  communicate  freely  with  me  on  the  best  mode  of  supply! 
any  deficiency  beyond  what  the  country  will  afford.  Permit  me  to  repe 
that  too  much  care  and  vigilance  in  obtaining,  from  time  to  time,  a corrj 
registry  of  the  emigrants  cannot  be  practised  by  you.  Their  names,  I 
scription,  &C',  to  avoid  imposition,  should  be  particularly  required.  T 
thousand  dollars  have  been  placed  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  | 
United  States  at  New  Orleans,  for  which  you  can  draw  in  such  amounts 
you  may  require.  Further  sums  will  be  placed  to  your  credit  in  the  sa 
bank.  You  will  be  careful  in  taking  receipts  for  all  expenditures;  and, 
making  out  your  returns  and  quarterly  accounts,  you  will  keep  them  c 
tinct  from  any  other;  these  being  expressly  for  this  purpose  alone. 

Respectfully,  | 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  1 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R,  Stephenson, 

7ih  Infantry^  Cantonment  Gibson. 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  27,  1830. 

Sir;  The  President  has  decided,  in  the  event  of  the  Choctaw  treaty  be 
approved  of  by  the  Senate,  that  the  Indians  shall  be  removed  and  subsis 
by  the  Commissary  Department.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  e 
ploy  some  one  gentleman  of  the  department  as  a general  superintended 
the  whole  operation.  I give  you  this  early  information  in  order  that  3 
may  be  ready,  should  it  be  deemed  necessary  to  order  you  on  that  duty 
Respectfully,  ■ 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S 

To  Captain  J.  P.  Taylor,  , > ' ll 

Com^y  of  Subsistence,  Louisville,  Kentucky.  ' | 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  27,  183q! 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  request  that  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson,  of 
7th  infantry,  and  one  confidential  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  n 
be  placed  under  my  orders  for  special  duty  in  the  Choctaw  country. 
Respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S 

Honorable  J.  H.  Eaton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  February  23,  1831. 

Sir:  The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  has  this  day  been  required  to 
,ce  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  New  Or- 
ns  $4,000,  to  meet  the  expenditures  connected  with  the  removal  of 
5 Indians  to  the  Choctaw  nation,  for  which  you  will  draw  as  occasion 
ly  require. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

leutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

’ 1th  Infantry,  Cantonment  Gibson. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  February  28,  1831. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  request  that  Captain  John  B.  Clark,  of  the  3d 
igiment  of  infantry,  and  now  at  Baltimore,  may  be  ordered  to  Fort  Smith, 
sbject  to  my  instructions;  also,  that  an  order  may  issue  directing  Colonel 
rbuckle,  or  the  officer  commanding  at  Cantonment  Gibson,  to  detach  a 
Ibaltern  and  twenty-five  men,  with  tools,  &c.,  for  repairing  the  buildings 
i;  Fort  Smith. 

* Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

.on.  J.  H,  Eaton,  Secretary  of  War. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

\ Washington,  March  28,  1831. 

I Sir:  A purchase  of  twenty  wagons,  suitable  for  the  transportation  of  the 
omen,  children,  and  provisions  of  the  emigrating  Indians,  will  be  made  by 
pu.  These  wagons  may  be  bought  in  part  at  Louisville,  and  the  remain- 
pr  at  Cincinnati,  whither  you  will  go  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  them; 
|f  all  at  either  place,  according  to' their  quality  and  price.  About  one  half 
iir  the  number  must  be  adapted  to  oxen;  and  all  of  them  calculated  for 
team  of  four  or  six,  with  suitable  gear,  harness,  and  covers.  The  whole 
I)  be  put  in  the  best  possible  order. 

You  will  have  the  wagons  transported  to  the  mouth  of  "White  river,  or  to 
le  old  post  of  Arkansas,  at  which  latter  place  it  would  be  desirable  that 
ley  should  be  landed,  to  the  care  of  some  well  known  individual  at  either 
lace.  The  cost  of  transporting  them  to  be  paid  by  you.  A remittance  of 
ivb  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  will  be  made  to  meet  the  above  order. 

You  will  keep  your  accounts  of  purchases  for  the  Indians  separate  from 
[iiose  of  the  army. 

I ^In  the  event  of  there  not  being  sufficient  money,  you  can  draw  on  me 
ar  the  balance,  on  account  of  Removal  and  subsistence  of  emigrating 
ndians.” 


Respectfully,  &:c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S. 

Uaptain  J.  P.  Taylor, 

Commissary  Subsistence,  Louisville,  Ky. 


Wf  ■ ■ ' V ' 
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Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  J 
Washington^  March  3i,  18311 


^ X 7 

Sir:  Herewith  is  a set  of  blank  forms,  to  which  your  accounts  will 
made  to  correspond.  Other  sets  will  be  ' 


Respectfully,  t 


To  Captain  John  B.  Clark, 


U.  S,  %d.  Fort  Smith. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 


Washington  y Jlpril  2,  183lJ 


Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  25th  January,  and  9th  and  17th 
February.  ^ 

Should  this  letter  find  you  at  Washington,  Hempstead  county,  1 desii 
that  you  will  remain  there  until  you  receive  further  instructions  from  m^^^ 

You  will,  in  the  mean  time,  ascertain  what  provisions  may  be  obtai 
on  the  route  from  Little  Rock  to  Washington;  as  it  is  probable  a part 
the  Indians  may  travel  that  way. 

Duplicate  sent  11th  April. 

Respectfully,  &c., 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 


Washington^  Jlpril  5,  1831.  | 


Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  seems  to  be  disposed  to  alter  the  route  of  tHJi 
emigrating  Indians,  in  accordance  with  that  proposed  in  the  extract  of  f 
letter  from  Messrs.  Gaines  and  Reynolds,  which  accompanies  this.  Shoulc* 
it  be  determined  on,  Fort  Smith  will  be  out  of  their  line  of  travel:  it  wil 
therefore  be  necessary  to  change  your  head-quarters  to  Little  Rock;  tc 
which  place,  I wish  you  to  repair  at  once.  The  quarters  at  Fort  Smith  will, 
however,  be  made  ready  to  receive  stores,  as  there  will,  most  probably,  be 
a deposite  in  that  place  of  provisions  for  both  Choctaws  and  Chickasaw  J 
Before  the  route  from  Little  Rock  to  Washington  is  fixed  upon,  you  wil 
ascertain  what  supplies  can  be  had  between  the  two  places,  and  whethe| 
there  is  sufficient  water  for  use,  and  at  proper  distances.  You  will  also  in- 
form yourself  as  to  the  supply  of  water  on  the  Fort  Smith  route.  f 

The  Indians  are  to  move  with  wagons,  of  which  I have  directed  Captain^ 
J.  P.  Taylor,  commissary  at  Louisville,  to  buy  twenty,  one  half  of  then? 
with  gear,  &c.,  adapted  to  oxen,  and  the  other  to  horses.  # 

These  wagons  will  be  transported  to  the  mouth  of  White  river,  or  to 
some  point  near  or  at  the  old  post  of  Arkansas.  You  will  take  charge  of| 
them,  and  of  such  store  as  may  be  sent  there.  An  additional  number  ofl 
wagons  will  be  bought  and  sent  down  ready  for  the  oxen;  but  you  will  as- 
certain whether  ox-teams  can  be  hired  from  citizens,*  and  in  what  number,  i 


9 


[ 512  ] 


I 


j:he  Indians  will  begin  to  move  about  the  first  of  September;  and  will,  I 
oresume,  be  on  your  side  of  the  Mississippi  before  the  first  of  October. 
Jhould  they  cross  at  St.  Helena,  there  will  be  a deposite  of  provisions  at 
hat  place;  and  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  another  at  Little  Rock,  with 
)thers  at  proper  intervals:  of  this  you  will  hereafter  be  able  to  judge. 

The  following  is  a suggestion  of  MessTS.  Gaines  and  Reynolds:  ‘‘  If  a de- 
)osit3  of  twenty  thousand  rations  of  good  bacon  or  salted  pork,  and  sweet 
lour,  was  immediately  made  at  the  following  places,  viz.  Helena,  Little 
ilock,  and  Washington,  it  would  afford  an  agreeable  variety  in  the  food  of 
he  emigrants  while  on  their  journey,  highly  beneficial  to  their  health.^’ 

Duplicate  sent  to  Captain  Clark  on  11th  April. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C\  G.  S. 

(JJ^See  Messrs.  Gaines  and  Reynolds’s  letter  to  Secretary  of  War,  of 
iZth  February,  1831. 

I To  Captain  John  B.  Clare, 

U.  Fori  Smith, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

PFashinglon,  %8.pril  8,  iSSL 

Sir:  A deposite  of  $10,000  will  be  immediately  made  to  your  credit  by 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States 
at  New -Orleans,  upon  the  cashier  of  which  institution  you  will  draw  as  the 
service  in  which  you  are  engaged  may  hereafter  require. 

Duplicate  to  be  left  at  Little  Rock.  Sent  11th  April. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Captain  John  B.  Clark, 

Super  in!  ending  removal^  Indians,  Fori  Smith,  . 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  %B.pril  15,  1831. 

Sir:  On  the  28th  ultimo  you  were  directed  to  purchase  twenty  wagons, 
one  half  for  oxen,  the  other  for  horses.  You  will,  in  addition,  buy  twenty 
more,  all  of  which  must  be  adapted  to  oxen,  but  calculated  for  the  same 
purpose  for  which  the  former  are  intended. 

When  they  are  ready,  you  will  have  them  transported,  as  well  as  those 
heretofore  ordered,  to  the  address  of  Captain  John  B.  Clark,  superintending 
the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  at  Little  Rock.  But  they  will  be 
landed  at  either  of  the  places  before  designated,  to  wit,  the  mouth  of  White 
river  or  the  old  post  of  Arkansas.  The  Treasurer  of  the  United  StatevS  wdll 
remit  you  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Duplicate  sent  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Respectfully,  &c  , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  O.  G,  S, 

To  Captain  J.  P.  Taylor, 

Commissary  at  LoiiisvUk)  Ky. 
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Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  n 
Washington,  Jipril  16,  1831. 

Sir:  On  the  5th  instant  you  were  informed  that  the  Indians  would  begii 
to  move  about  the  first  of  September,  and  that  they  would  probably  be  oi 
the  west  of  the  Mississippi  before  the  first  of  October  next.  You  were  alsi 
informed  that  Captain  Taylor  had  been  instructed  to  purchase  twenty  wagon^ 
He  has  been  directed  to  purchase  twenty  more — in  all  forty — of  whict 
thirty  will  be  fitted  for  ox,  and  ten  for  horse-teams.  You  will  give  public  no 
tice,  in  any  manner  you  may  deem  expedient,  that  you  will  purchase  thirti 
teams  of  oxen.  The  notice  should  be  as  widely  circulated  as  possible,  si 
that  they  may  be  driven  from  a distance.  The  time  of  concluding  the  pur 
chase,  and  place  of  herding  the  oxen,  are  left  to  your  own  judgment;  bu 
they  ought  to  be  collected  together  sujfficiently  early  to  have  them  brokei 
and  accustomed  to  their  work  before  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  them,  k 
sufficient  number  of  horses  for  about  ten  teams  must  also  be  purchased 
These  will  be  wanted  for  \vork  requiring  quicker  movement  than  the  oxel 
are  capable  of.  As  Captain  Taylor  will  furnish  gear  complete  for  botl 
oxen  and  horse-teams,  no  more  of  this  need  be  purchased  than  cannot  b{[j 
dispensed  with.  You  have  been  advised  of  a deposite  being  made  o' 
ten  thousand  dollars  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  of  the  United  Stated 
Bank  at  Nevv  Orleans.  You  will  draw  on  this  institution  for  your  expen 
ditures  as  above  ordered. 

Duplicate  sent  21st  April. 

Respectfully, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a a : 

To  Captain  John  B.  Clark, 

Slip.  remH  and  sub.  Indians,  Little  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  April  20,  1831. 


Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  91h  instant  is  at  hand,  acknowledging  the  receip. 
oi  mine  of  the  2Sth  ultimo  ordering  the  purchase  of  w^agons;  since  whichj 
mine  of  the  15th  of  April,  twenty  additional  wagons  are  directed  to  be 
purchased.  The  whole  of  them  ought  to  arrive  at  their  place  of  destinationii 
by  the  first  of  August.  You  can  at  the  proper  time  appoint,  as  agent,  some 
steady  and  trust-worthy  individuaf  to  deliver  these  w^agons  to  Captain  Clark 
whom,  if  he  chooses,  he  might  be  detained  to  assist  in  the  duties  of  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians.  He  should  be  such  a man  as  could 
take  charge  oi,  and  superintend  the  teams~a  kind  of  w^agori- master.  You 
will  send  to  this  office  the  bills  of  purchases  as  soon  as  they  are  made;  and^ 
at  the  end  of  the  quarter,  forward  your  accounts  according  to  the  enclosec 
forms.  The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  will  remit  you  one  thousand 
dollars, 


Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a a. 

To  Captain  J,  P.  Taylor, 

Commxs^y  Subsistence,  Louisville^  Ky. 
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Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

flashing toiiy  20th  Jipril^  1831. 


“ Sir:  You  will  find  herewith  a copy  of  a letter  sent  to-day  to  Captain  J. 
?.  Taylor,  commissary  of  subsistence  at  Louisville,  Kentucky. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  April  26,  1831. 


J Sir:  I have  received  your  letter,  dated  at  Cantonment  Gibson  on  the  25th 
February,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  25th  December  ultimo. 

About  five  thousand  Indians  will  be  removed  during  the  present  year, 
liwho  must  be  supplied  with  subsistence  at  their  new  homes.  They  will 
jireach  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  about  the  1st  of  October  next,  and 
'will  arrive  at  their  intended  location  early  in  November.  Captain  John  B. 
[ciark  has  the  general  superintendence  of  their  removal  and  subsistence;  but 
it  will  be  your  duty  to  subsist  any  detachments  that  may  have  already  ar- 
rived, or  that  will  hereafter  reach  you,  before  the  main  body. 

The  last  clause  of  my  instructions  of  25th  December  was  not  intended  to 
convey  any  caution  against  the  expenditure  of  money  except  for  subsistence. 
My  intention  is  to  leave  with  you  a discretion  in  the  application  of  this 
money  to  other  objects  connected  with  the  furnishing  of  provisions  to  the 
Indians,  such  as  the  employment  of  persons  to  aid  you  in  the  performance 
of  your  duties,  for  any  work  or  service  which  may  be  found  indispensable, 
or  the  purchase  and  forage  of  such  horses  as  may  be  required  for  yourself  or 
those  you  employ. 

You  will  keep  your  accounts  for  issues  to,  and  expenditures  for,  the  Choc- 
taw Indians  separate  from  any  issues  or  expenditures  not  connected  with 
these  Indians;  and  you  will  take  bills  and  receipts  for  all  purchases,  and  rea- 
der your  returns  and  accounts  with  regularity. 

In  addition  to  the  two  thousand  dollars,  a deposit©  of  four  thousand  dol- 
lars has  been  made  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  New  Orleans. 
You  will  draw  on  the  cashier  of  that  institution;  and,  should  your  necessities 
demand  more  than  the  above  amounts  prior  to  the  advice  of  another  depo- 
site  to  your  credit,  you  will  make  a requisition  on  Captain  Clark,  who  will 
be  instructed  to  that  effect.  Captain  Clark  is  for  the  present  stationed  at 
Little  Rock;  but  he  will  move  his  quarters  as  his  duties  may  hereafter  re- 
quire. You  wdll  correspond  frequently  with  him,  as  well  as  with  this  of- 
fice, upon  all  matters  connected  with  the  removing  Indians.  Accompany- 
ing this  is  a set  of  hlank  forms,  to  which  your  returns  and  accounts  will  be 
made  to  correspond. 

Duplicate  sent  3d  May. 


Respectfully,  &c.; 


Liuiiy,  txu., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C\  G.  S, 


To  Lieut.  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  A.  Territory^ 
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OFI^'^CE  Commissars'  General  SussisifENCE^  | 

Washington^  April  27,  1831. 

Sir:  Herewith  are  two  letters  addressed  to  Lieut.  J.  R.  Stephenson,  of  j 
the  7th  infantry;  one  dated  25th  December,  1331,  the  other  of  the  26ih  in-  j|| 
stant.  You  will  keep  Lieut.  Stephenson  apprized  of  all  matters  relating  to  ji 
the  duties  in  which  he  is  employed.  He  has  been  instructed  to  make  re-  i] 
quisitions  on  you  for  funds  in  case  he  should  want  any  before  another  de-  i 
posite  is  made  in  bank  to  his  credit. 

Respectfully,  &c..  I 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  8.  |! 

To  Captain  John  B.  Clark,  ' | 

Superintending  removal^  Indians,  Little  Rock.  [ 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  April  2S,  1831. 


Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  19lh  instant-  The  only  difference  , 
between  the  horse  and  ox  wagons  signified  by  me  in  using  the  word  ‘‘adapt-*  ll 
ed,’’  was  in  the  form  of  the  tongue.  If,  therefore,  you  can  get  the  common  ■ 
road  wagons  ready  made,  the  required  alteration  could  be  effected  at  a very  f 
trifling  expense.  ! 

Duplicate  sent  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  i 


Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G. 

To  Capt.  J.  P.  Taylor, 

Commissary  Subsistence,  Lotiis'dille,  Ky. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  28,  1831,,  ! 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  of  April,  with  return  of  pro-  | 
visions,  account  current  for  1st  quarter,  and  fresh  beef  contract.  Should  it  i 
become  necessary,  as  you  suggest,  to  have  other  places  of  issue,  that  the'  | 
emigrants  may  not  travel  too  far  for  their  supplies,  you  are  authorized  to  ' 
establish  one  or  two  additional  ones,  under  such  restrictions  as  you  may  j 
deem  sufficient  to  secure  the  responsibility  to  yourself  of  the  agents  you  I 
may  employ.  Slaves,  the  property  of  emigrating  Indians,  are  entitled  to  ' 
rations.  The  same  course  as  to  keeping  a list  of  these,  and  arranging  them’ 
in  companies,  will  be  observed  as  was  pointed  out  to  you  in  nsine  of  27th  j 
December  ultimo.  In  my  letter  of  the  26th  April,  you  are  informed  that  it  i 
is  discretionary  with  you  to  use  the  Indian  fund  for  any  work  or  service 
which  may  be  found  indispensable.  This,  of  course,  embraces  all  expendi- 
tures for  “weights,  measures,  and  stationery,  and  for  building  quarters’^ 
for  yourself.  Those  Indians  who  may  settle  on  the  Arkansas  river  will  be 
too  remote  to  come  within  the  sphere  of  your  agency:  they  will  undoubted^ 
ly  be  provided  for  by  Captain  Clark,  who  has,  no  doubt,  foreseen  the  neces- 
sity  of  making  some  provision  for  them.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be  advisa- 
ble to  make  the  circle  of  your  operations  more  extensive  than  may  be  con- 
trolled readily,  and  with  a due  I'^gard  to  effidoocy. 
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it  is  very  desirable  that  you  wHte,  2ts  frequently  as  your  other  avocations 
will  permit,  to  this  office,  and  also  to  Captain  Clark,  who  has  the  general 
superintendence  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians,  and  give  full 
details  of  the  duty  in  which  you  are  engaged.  As  to  the  length  of  time 
which  j^ou  may  be  employed  in  this  duty,  I am  unable  to  inform  you,  but 
I presume  it  will  be  one  or  two  years.  It  may  be  interesting  for  you  to 
know  that  an  additional  compensation  will  be  allowed  to  those  gentlemen 
engaged,  every  way  adequate  to  the  services  performed. 

Duplicate  sent  off  4th  June. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

t*©  Lieut,  j.  R.  Stephenson, 

U,  S.  */i.,  Agents  ^c.,  Kiamitiu. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  Ath  June^lSSl. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  13th,  23d,  and  27th  April. 
Your  instructions  were  sent  off  in  duplicate  on  the  5th  and  11th  April. 
They  have  without  doubt  been  received.  Other  communications  have  been 
made  to  you,  also  in  duplicate,  of  the  Sth,  16th,  20th,  and  27th  April.  En- 
closed is  the  copy  of  a letter  addressed  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson  on  some 
points  upon  which  he  desired  to  be  informed.  ^ 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S, 

To  Capt.  John  B.  Clark, 

U.  S.  Ji,,  svperint ending  removal,  ^c,,  Indians,  Little  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  June  20,  1831. 

Sir:  Special  order,  No.  66,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a copy,  places  you 
under  the  direction  of  this  department. 

You  will  be  employed  as  an  agent  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the 
Choctaw  Indians;  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
Territory,  where  you  will  report  to  Captain  J,  B.  Clark,  general  superin- 
tendent of  the  abovenamed  service,  whose  instructions  you  will  receive 
and  obey. 

In  the  performance  of  the  duties  to  which  you  may  be  assigned,  you  will 
carefully  consult  not  only  the  interests  of  the  Government,  but  those  of  the 
Indians;  and,  by  a conciliatory  course,  endeavor  to  make  them  satisfied  with 
their  change  of  situation. 

You  will  write  frequently  to  this  department,  and  at  the  same  time  keep 
Captain  Clark  fully  informed  of  all  your  transactions.  You  will  also  com- 
municate upon  proper  occasions  with  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson,  agent 
at  Kiamitia,  as  a perfect  understanding  and  co-operation  will  be  requisite 
among  all  the  geniiemen  engaged  in  the  duty  upon  which  you  aro  about  to 
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be  placed.  Further  instructions  will  be  forwarded  to  you.  Herewith  are 
blank  forms. 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C,  G,  S. 

To  Lieut.  S.  V.  R.  Ryan, 

t/Sgent  removal  and  subsistence  Indians,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  June  22,  1S31. 

SiRt  As  it  is  made  your  duty  to  take  a draft  on  the  Branch  of  the  United 
States’  Bank  at  Louisville  for  a sum  of  money  to  be  turned  over  to  Captain 
J.  B.  Clark,  agent  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians,  you  will 
take  that  place  in  your  route  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory, 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieut.  S.  V.  R.  Ryan,  U.  S.  •d,, 

Hgent,  4*0.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  June  21,  1831. 

Sir:  You  will  find  enclosed  a copy  of  the  Choctaw  treaty. 

Many  small  parties  of  Choctaws  will  no  doubt  precede  the  main  body 
intended  to  be  removed  the  present  year:  these  will  of  course  be  provided 
for.  Several  of  these  parties  have  already  reached  the  station  of  Lieutenant 
Stephenson,  and  are  supplied  with  provisions  by  him.  You  have  been 
incidentally  apprized  in  a copy  of  a letter  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  en- 
closed to  you  on  the  27th  April,  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  a roll  of  the 
Indians.  It  is  deemed  proper  to  direct  your  attention  particularly  to  that 
part  of  the  16th  article  of  the  treaty  in  which  the  United  States  bind  them- 
selves to  furnish  the  Indians  and  ‘Hheir  families  with  ample  corn  and  beef 
for  twelve  months  after  reaching  their  new  homes.”  The  principal  object 
of  the  roll  to  be  kept  by  you  is  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  support  of 
any  of  these* Indians  beyond  that  period. 

Lieutenant  Stephenson  has  been  told  in  reply  to  certain  queries,  which 
reply  was  also  enclosed  to  you  in  a letter  of  4th  June  instant,  that  rations 
would  be  issued  to  slaves,  the  property  of  the  emigrating  Indians.  , This  is 
the  construction  given  to  the  word  families  above  mentioned.  The  Indians 
and  their  slaves  will  be  organized  into  companies  of  from  fifty  to  one  hun- 
dred, and  a captain  appointed  by  themselves  from  each  company,  to  whom 
the  provisions  will  be  issued.  Each  ration  to  consist  of  one  and  a half 
pounds  of  beef  or  pork,  and  a pint  of  corn  or  an  equivalent  of  corn  meal  or 
jlour,  with  two  quarts  of  salt  to  the  hundred  rations.  You  can,  when  it 
may  become  necessary,  establish  several  places  of  issue  in  the  nation.  The 
persons  whom  you  may  employ  in  these  agencies  will  be  strictly  responsi- 
ble to  you;  and  care  will  be  taken  that  they  issue  promptly,  and  with  due 
regard  to  the.  convenience  of  the  Indians,  the  provisions  entrusted  to  them. 
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Vigilance  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  confided  to  your  assistants,  and 
kindness  towards  the  Indians,  are  especially  recommended,  that  the  reports 
returned  from  the  first  emigrants  may  encourage  rather  than  retard  the  spirit 
0;f  emigration. 

The  nature  of  the  service  requires  that  you  should  be  allowed  a discretion 
as  to  all  matters  that  may  incidentally  arise.  Your  instructions  must  in 
most  cases  be,  of  necessity,  very  general.  You  will  therefore,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  powers  intrusted  to  you,  pursue  such  a course  as  you  may  deem 
best  to  comport  with  the  interests  of  the  Government  and  the  main  object 
in  view — the  proper  establishment  of  the  Indians  in  their  new  settlements. 
It  is,  however,  expected  that  you  will  apprize  the  department,  at  the  in- 
stant, of  every  thing  that  concerns  your  duties.  This  will  by  no  means 
affect  your  promptitude,  but  rather,  by  a communication  of  the  facts  which 
may  occur,  and  your  action  on  them,  elicit  for  your  future  direction  rules 
for  similar  cases. 

Your  duties  are  of  a general  character.  They  will  embrace  the  whole 
operation  pf  the  removal  and  the  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws  frona  the  Mis- 
sissippi westward.  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  now  on  duty;  Lieutenant  Ryan, 
who  will  leave  this  city  on  to-morrow,  and  be  directed  to  report  to  you; 
and  any  others  who  may  hereafter  be  employed,  will  act  in  subordination  to 
you.  It  will  be  proper  for  you  to  establish  with  those  gentlemen  as  frequent 
intercommunications  as  possible. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  John  B.  Clark, 

U,  Agent  in  removal^  , Indians^  Little  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  June  23,  1831. 

Sir  : Under  the  treaty  entered  into  by  the  United  States  and  the  Choctaw 
nation  at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  in  September,  1830,  the  United  States  are 
to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws,  and  their  subsistence  from  the 
period  of  their  departure  until  they  shall  have  been  one  year  in  their  new 
country.  These  duties  of  removal  and  subsistence  have  been  confided  to 
the  Subsistence  Department.  It  is  undoubtedly  very  important  that  an 
entire  co-operation  should  exist  between  the  executive  officers  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  chiefs  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  as  to  every  matter  relating 
to  the  important  steps  about  to  be  taken.  It  shall  therefore  be  the  constant 
desire  of  this  department  to  act  understandingly ; and  with  this  aim  I now 
address  you.  I will  begin  by  succinctly  stating  what  has  been  done  by 
this  department  towards  effecting  the  object  in  view.  During  the  winter  of 
last  3^ear,  two  officers  of  the  army  were  detached  from  Cantonment  Gibson, 
on  the  Arkansas  with  directions  to  proceed  to  the  new  Choctaw  location. 
They  were  instructed  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  resources  of 
the  country  through  which  the  Choctaws  would  pass,  to  apprize  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  market  they  might  have  for  their  corn  and  cattle,  and  to  induce 
them  to  raise  both  in  considerable  quantities.  One  of  these  gentlemen, 
Lieutenant  Stephenson,  remained,  and  is  now  stationed  at  Fort  Towson. 
In  March  last  Captain  J.  B.  Clark,  of  the  United  States’  army,  was  ordered 
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to  Fort  Smith,  on  the  Arkansas.  He  was  directed,  ^yith  the  aid  of  a de-  li  t 
tachmentof  the  United  States’  troops,  to  have  the  buildings  repaired  for  the  | 

purpose  of  storing  provisions,  &c.  This  service  has  been  performed,  and  , 

Captain  Clark  has  descended  to  Little  Rock,  his  present  head-quarters,  | 
This  gentleman  will  have  a general  superintendence  of  the  ‘^removal  and 
subsistence,”  as  confided  to  this  department.  !' 

The  particular  instructions  of  Capt.  Clark  are  to  ascertain  what  supplies  can  | 

be  had  between  Little  Rock  and  Washington,  Hempstead  county,  Arkansas  J 

Territory,  and  whether  there  is  sufficient  water  for  use  on  that  route,  as  well  as  I 

on  the  route  from  Fort  Smith  to  Washington;  to  have,  when  necessary,  a depo-  | 

site  of  provisions  at  the  point  of  crossing  the  Mississippi,  and  another  at  Little  j 

Rock,  with  others  at  proper  intervals;  to  purchase  about  thirty  teams  of  oxen,  | 

and  ten  teams  of  horses;  to  have  the  oxen  broken  to  work,  &c.  The  place  of  I 

herding  the  oxen  will  depend  on  circumstances,  of  which  Captain  Clark  is  left  I 

to  judge;  but  it  is  presumed  that  it  will  be  near  Little  Rock.  Forty  wagons  j 

have  been  purchased  by  the  agent  of  this  department  at  Louisville:  they  j 

will  be  sent  to  the  mouth  of  White  river,  or  that  neighborhood.  These  . i 

wagons  will  be  completed  in  all  respects,  with  every  fixture  necessary  for  ■ 

transportation  of  persons  and  provisions,  and  gear  for  teams  of  six.  Other 
instructions  have  been  given  to  Captain  Clark  and  Lieutenant  Stephenson, 
as  follow:  To  organize  the  emigrants  into  companies  of  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred,  the  individuals  composing  each  company  to  choose  a captain  from 
among  themselves,  to  whom  the  issues  of  provisions  will  be  made  for  dis- 
tribution; to  keep  rolls  of  those  who  may  arrive,  so  that  disorder  may  be 
avoided;  to  establish  such  places  of  issue  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  con- 
venience and  accommodation  of  the  emigrants,  and  to  issue  provisions  to 
slaves,  the  property  of  Choctaws.  The  ration  to  consist  of  one  and  a half 
pounds  of  beef  or  pork,  and  a pint  of  corn  or  an  equivalent  in  corn-meal  or 
flour,  with  two  quarts  of  salt  to  the  hundred  rations. 

The  wagons,  which  I before  stated  were  purchased  by  the  agent  of  this 
department  at  Louisville,  have  probably  reached  their  place  of  destination 
ere  this.  They  are  intended  for  transportation  to  the  new  Choctaw  country, 
and  all  or  any  number  of  them  may  be  employed  from  any  point  east  of 
the  Mississippi.  If  you  shall  deem  it  proper  to  use  them,  they  will  be  sent 
over  on  your  addressing  Captain  Clark,  with  which  officer  I would  be  glad 
for  you  to  communicate  on  the  principal  matters  of  this  letter. 

Another  agent,  S.  V.  R.  Ryan,  of  the  United  States’  army,  has  just  been 
appointed.  He  has  left  this  place  for  Arkansas.  His  business  is  to  act  in 
subordination  to  Capt.  Clark.  I am  yet  uninformed  as  to  the  progress  which' 
may  have  been  made  in  the  steps  preliminary  to  the  departure  of  the  main 
body  of  Choctaws  that  will  emigrate  during  the  ensuing  fall.  Nor  am  I 
apprized  of  the  point  at  which  the  Mississippi  will  be  crossed,  and  the  route 
to  be  travelled  to  the  river.  In  order  that  this  department  may  act  efficient- 
ly, a knowledge  of  all  matters  connected  with  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws  is 
absolutely  essential.  Various  suggestions  have  been  made  as  to  the  time  that 
the  emigrants  would  assemble,  the  route  they  would  take,  &c. , all  of  which 
have  rather  tended  to  distract  than  enlighten  upon  these  subjects:  I am  there- 
fore requested  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  open  a correspondence  with  you, 
which  have  for  its  object  a proper  understanding  in  relation  thereto.  Your 
views  upon  every  thing  touching  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choc- 
taw people  are  solicited,  and  answers  to  the  following  queries  particularly 
desired. 
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How  many*  Choctaws  will  be  able  to  remove  the  ensuing  fall?  At  what 
point  or  points  will  they  assemble  previous  to  removal?  What  route  or 
routes  do  you  deem  practicable  or  to  be  preferred?  At  what  place  or  place- 
wpuld  you  recommend  the  Mississippi  to  be  crossed?  What  means  of  transs 
portation  for  the  sick,  decrepid,  and  aged  people,  would  you  deem  best? 
In  what  manner  might  subsistence  be  most  easily  procured  east  of  the  hjis- 
sissippi?  By  what  time  will  the  people  be  ready  to  proceed  on  their  journey? 
How  long  may  it  take  before  the  Mississippi  is  reached?  If  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  open  a road,  state  the  kind  of  country  through  which  it  must 
pass;  the  probable  difficulty  and  expense  of  the  undertaking,  and  the  means 
of  accomplishing  it.  If  provisions  can  be  procured  in  the  nation  or  its  vicini- 
ty, state  their  possible  cost  Thus  far  the  action  of  this  department,  as 
will  be  seen  by  a former  part  of  this  letter,  has  been  confined  to  the  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  where  its  arrangements  are  such  as  to  insure  prompti- 
tude and  energy.  It  is  now  time  that  the  department  had  some  settled  plan 
of  action  with  regard  to  the  eastern  section  of  its  line  of  operations. 

You  will  please  to  reply  to  this  communication  with  as  little  delay  as  the 
magnitude  of  the  subjects  it  embraces  may  demand. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  dieting  C.  G,  &\ 

To  Colonel  Greenwood  Leflore, 

Bankirij  Yazoo  river^  Mississippi, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  June  24,  183  i. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  6th,  10th,  17th,  23d,  and  two  of  the  24th  May, 
are  received.  You  were  informed  in  mine  of  the  24th  instant  that  Lieutenant 
S.  V.  R.  Ryan  would  leave  this  city  the  next  day,  and  that  he  would  report 
to  you.  In  consequence  of  the  opinion  expressed  in  yours  of  the  23d  ult., 
that  money  would  be  of  great  advantage  in  your  operations,  and  that  checks 
for  small  amounts  on  New  Orleans  could  not  be  disposed  of,  Lieutenant 
Ryan  has  been  instructed  to  take  a draft  on  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  Louisville,  and  that  city  in  his  route,  where  he  will  procure  ten 
thousand  dollars  in  cash,  a good  proportion  in  notes  of  small  denominations, 
all  of  which  he  will  turn  over  to  you.  Some  degree  of  doubt  was  enter- 
tained as  to  the  means  by  which  you  would  propose  to  be  supplied  with 
money;  and  whether  the  notes  of  the  branch  bank  above  named  w^ere  pre- 
ferable to  those  of  the  branch  at  New  Orleans;  but,  taking  all  things  into 
consideration,  1 have  decided,  in  accordance  too  wdth  Lieutenant  Ryan'7< 
opinion,  on  giving  the  former  the  preference.  Should  you  hereafter  believe 
it  necessary  to  have  cash,  you  will  give  early  advice  as  to  the  source  whence 
you  wish  it  derived.  You  will  also  state  your  opinion  as  to  the  practica- 
bility and  means  of  transporting  specie  to  you.  Captain  Taylor  will  imme- 
diataly  be  instructed  to  purchase  100  barrels  of  pork,  20,000  lbs.  of  bacon, 
and  200  barrels  of  flour,  all  of  good  quality,  and  to  forward  them  to  Little 
Rock,  at  which  place  one  half  of  them  will  be  stored — the  remainder  you 
will  send  to  Washington.  They  are  intended  for  issue  to  the  Choctaws 
who  may  pass  that  route,  as  recommended  by  Messrs,  Gaines  and  Reynolds. 
A similar  deposite  can  he  made  at  Helens,  or  any  other  point  at' which  the 
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Indians  may  cross  the  Mississippi,  when  that  point  is  ascertained.  . In  re- f 
lation  to  this  and  other  subjects,  I have  addressed  Colonel  Greenwood  Le-  fi 
flore,  a principal  chief  of  the  Choctaws,  at  Rankin,  Missisvsippi,  and  have  j 
requested  him  to  correspond  with  you.  As  soon  as  this  point  of  crossing  i 
is  known,  you  can,  without  waiting  for  special  instructions,  make  a requisi-  ji 
tion  on  Captain  Taylor  for  half  of  the  abovenamed  quantities  of  provisions  ji 
to  be  deposited  at  said  point.  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  in  yours  of  24th 
ultimo,  as  to  the  number  of  Indians  that  will  emigrate  the  present  year,  I 
can  give  no  certain  information. 

By  the  treaty  (article  3,)  not  exceeding  one-half  (about  eleven  thousand) 
of  the  whole  number  are  to  be  removed  in  the  falls  of  1831  and  1832  It 
was  thus  supposed  that  at  least  one-half  of  the  number  above  stated,  or  i 
about  5,000,  would  be  able  to  go  over  this  year.  I see  no  reason  yet  for  be-  J 
lieving  that  this  large  number  may  not  move:  at  ail  events  every  exertion  | 
must  be  used  to  provide  for  the  contingency  (as  it  still  seems  to  be  one,)  of  | 
their  emigrating  as  soon  as  was  anticipated;  and  no  effort  must  be  left  untried  | 
to  facilitate  and  encourage  it.  You  state  in  the  letter  of  the  6th  May,  that  ■ 
Colonel  Arbuckle  presumes  the  men  of  his  regiment  will  be  paid  for  the 
extra  service  in  repairing  the  buiMirtgs  at  Fort  Smith.  This  will  no  doubt  . 
be  the  rase.  Their  accounts  can  be  made  out  and  presented  to  the  quartermas-  | 
ter  at  Cantonment  Gibson,  who  will  either  pay  or  make  them  the  subject  of  , 
such  a communication  to  the  head  of  his  department,  as  will  produce  an  i 
order  to  do  so. 


Respectfully,  kc. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Mmg  C.  G, 


To  Captain  J.  B.  Clark, 

U.  S.  Jigmt  removal,  Indium,  Little  Rock, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  June  27,  1831 

Sir:  You  will  please  to  purchase  the  provisions  named  below,  and  ship 
them  by  the  15th  August  to  Capt  J.  B.  Clark,  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

100  barrels  of  pork, 

20,000  pounds  of  bacon,  and 
200  barrels  of  flour. 

The  pork  ought  to  be  of  the  quality  of  army  pork;  the  bacon  of  equal 
proportion  of  hams,  shoulders,  and  middlings,  and  to  be  carefully  packed 
in  barrels;  and  the  flour  superfine.  Too  much  care  cannot  be  taken  in  the 
selection  and  shipment  of  these  articles.  They  are  intended  for  a conside- 
rable inland  transportation,  and  may  be  kept  on  hand  some  length  of  time. 
You  will  see  the  necessity  of  attending  personally  to  their  inspection,  and 
of  having  every  barrel  in  the  best  possible  order. 

If  Captain  Clark  sends  you  an  estimate  for  an  additional  quantity  of  pro- 
visions, you  will  purchase  and  forward  them  to  any  place  he  may  direct. 
The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  will  remit  you  four  thousand  dollars, 
which  sum  will  be  sufficient  not  only  to  pay  for  the  provisions  now  ordered, 
but  will  meet  any  additional  demand  on  you  by  Captain  Clark.  Please  to 
be  particular  in  keeping  this  purchase,  and  every  other  on  account  of  the 
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Indians,  separate  from  the  accounts  proper  of  this  department.  That  the 
fiour  may  be  perfectly  fresh,  it  would  be  well  to  purchase  it  just  previous 
to  the  day  of  shipment. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acling  C.  G.  S. 

To  Capt.  J.  P.  Taylor, 

Commissary  Subsistence,  Louisville,  Ky, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  June  28,  1831. 


Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  25lh  and  26th  May,  and  3d  June. 
Letters  have  been  addressed  to  you  from  this  office  of  the  21st  and  24th  in~ 
slant 

If  Colonel  Lafiore  requests  that  all,  or  any  number  of  the  wagons,  may 
be  sent  into  the  old  Choctaw  country,  j^u  will  please  to  comply,  and  take 
proper  measures  for  their  safe  and  speedy  arrival.  The  using  of  the  wagons 
east  of  the  Mississippi  was  not  at  first  contemplated;  but  circumstances  ren- 
der it  probable  that  it  may  be  necessary.  Lieutenant  Ryan  may  be  employ- 
ed wherever  you  shall  deem  his  services  most  desirable.  You  state  in  the 
letter  of  the  26th  May  that,  as  you  have  no  instructions,  you  are  at  a loss 
whether  the  Indians  should  be  supplied  by  special  purchase  or  by  contract, 
on  the  route  from  the  Mississippi  westward.  It  was  deemed  best  to  leave 
this  among  your  discretionary  powers,  in  the  exercise  of  which  the  depart- 
ment trusts  to  a judgment  founded  on  the  actual  state  of  things  in  that  coun- 
try. 

On  the  subject  of  agents,  mentioned  in  yours  of  the  25th  May  and  3d 
June,  much  difficulty  is  presented.  The  Secretary  of  War  desires  to  con- 
fine the  principal  agencies,  at  least,  to  the  officers  of  the  army:  a sufficient 
number  of  these,  it  is  evident,  cannot  be  detailed  to  answer  the  demands  of 
this  service.  Whether  men  in  whom  confidence  can  be  placed,  and  who 
would  for  a moderate  compensation  enter  on  this  duty,  are  to  be  found  in 
Arkansas  or  its  neighborhood,  may  be  doubtful;  but,  should  it  become  ne- 
cessary for  you  to  have  assistants  before  any  more  arrive,  you  are  autho- 
rized to  procure  them  on  the  best  terms  possible,  and  pay  them  in  propor- 
tion to  the  service  performed. 

You  will  advise  this  department  as  to  your  views  in  the  employment  of 
agents,  and  state  the  number  and  description  of  persons  you  would  recom- 
mend to  be  employed. 


, Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S, 

To  Capt.  J.  B.  Clark, 

Agent  removal,  fyc,,  Indians,  Little  Rock, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  June  30,  1831, 

Sir:  With  a view  to  obtaining  information  upon  the  subject  of  the  remo- 
val of  the  Choctaw  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  I have  been  directed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  open  a correspondence  with*you. 
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The  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians,  after  they  shall  have  crossed  ^ | 
the  Mississippi,  have  been  confided  to  this  department,  and  extensive  pre-  i 
parations  have  already  been  made  to  provide  for  all  those  who  may  go  over  i, 
during  the  ensuing  fall.  But  there  are  material  facts  connected  with  this  | 
business  upon  which  it  is  presumed  you  can  throw  some  light,  and  as  to  | 
which  the  department  is  much  in  want  of  certain  information,  viz.  The  i i 
number  of  persons  who  will  emigrate;  the  time  when,  and  places  where  | 
they  will  assemble;  the  routes  they  will  take  to  the  Mississippi  river;  the  : j 
time  they  will  probably  reach  that  river,  and  the  places  at  which  they  will  H 
cross  it;  whether  any  road  will  be  cut  in  approaching  the  river;  if  any,  to  i 
what  extent;  and  what  are  the  means,  and  how  much  the  expense  of  accom-  i, : 
plishing  it;  what  provisions  will  be  required  between  the  place  of  starting  . 
and  the  Mississippi,. and  at  what  points  they  ought  to  be  placed;  or  whether 
they  should  not  be  transported  along  with  the  emigrants;  if  provisions  can 
be  obtained  in  the  nation,  or  its  neighborhood,  and  their  probable  cost;  or, 
if  they  cannot  there,  where  can  they  be  procured,  &c.  All  the  above  may  , 
be  viewed  as  queries,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  answer.  The  depart- 
ment will  be  happy  to  receive  any  additional  suggestion,  or  your  views  ge- 
nerally, regarding  the  whole  matter  of  removal  and  subsistence.  ' 

That  you  may  know  to  what  extent  the  arrangements  of  this  department 
to  remove  and  subsist  the  Indians  have  progressed  on  the  w^est  side  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  I will  give  you  a succinct  statement  of  what  has  been 
done: 

Three  officers  of  the  army,  Capt.  J.  B.  Clark,  Lieut.  J.  R.  Stephenson, 
and  Lieut.  S,  V.  R.  Ryan,  have  been  sent  to  the  new  Choctaw  country  and 
its  neighborhood.  The  first  named,  Capt.  Clark,  has  the  general  superin- 
tendence, and  is  stationed  for  the  present  at  Little  Rock,  but  will  move  : 
wherever  his  presence  may  be  demanded.  He  is  supplied  with  funds,  and 
is  prepared  to  buy  and  contract  for  provisions  to  meet  any  demand.  Lieut. 
Stephenson  is  stationed  at  old  Fort  Towson. 

He  is  also  supplied  with  funds,  and  is  furnishing  provisions  to  all  those, 
in  number  some  hundreds,  who  have  reached  that  part  of  the  country.  He 
is  besides  authorized  to  establish  other  places  of  issue,  so  that  the  Indians 
need  not  go  too  far  to  receive  theii?  rations. 

Lieut.  Ryan  has  not  arrived  there  yet,  but  will  be  in  that  country  in  two 
weeks  from  this  time. 

He  will  be  stationed  by  Capt,  Clark  at  whatever  point  his  presence  may 
be  most  required.  In  addition  another  agent  has  been  specially  appointed. 
Mr.  William  S.  Colquhoun  will  in  about  fifteen  or  twenty  days  report  to 
Capt  Clark,  who  will  assign  him  his  duties.  Other  agents  will  be  speedily 
appointed.  The  abovenamed  gentlemen  are  all  eminently  calculated  for 
the  service,  and  will,  without  doubt,  give  great  satisfaction  to  both  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Indians. 

Capt.  Clark  has  ample  powers  to  meet  every  emergency,  and  will  ex- 
ercise them  with  great  energy  and  efficiency.  He  wdil,  if  necessary,  before 
the  arrival  of  other  agents,  appoint  such  as  may  be  immediately  wanted. 

It  would  be  desirable  that  you  should  communicate  to  this  gentleman  the 
same  answers  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  givfe  to  the  foregoing  queries.  This 
would  enable  him  to  anticipate  any  thing  of  importance  as  to  which  he 
might  otherwise  be  compelled  to  wait  until  he  had  received  an  order  from 
this  department.  Forty  w’agons  have  been  purchased,  and  are  now  near  or 
at  the  mouth  of  White  river.  They  are  calculated  for  teams  of  five  or  six. 
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Thirty  of  them  for  oxen,  and  ten  for  horses.  The  oxen  and  horses  for  the 
whole  of  them  will  be  ready  in  time.  It  was  not  believed. that  these  wagons 
would  be  required  east  of  the  Mississippi;  but,  should  they  be  wanted,  they, 
with  their  teams,  will  be  sent  over  by  Capt.  Clark.  A deposite  of  about 
twenty  thousand  rations  of  pork  and  bacon,  and  the  same  of  flour,  will  be 
made  at  Little  Rock,  and  another  at  Washington,  both  of  which  places  lie 
in  the  direct  route,  and  a good  road  leading  towards  the  new  country. 
Another  deposite  would  be  made  of  the  same  quantities  on  the  Mississippi, 
if  the  point  of  crossing  it  were  known.  As  soon  as  Capt.  Clark  is  informed 
of  this  point,  he  will  have  the  provisions  transported  to  it.  This  is  an  out- 
line of  the  proceedings  thus  far  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  and  subsist- 
ence of  the  Choctaws. 

The  great  importance  of  the  information  sought  from  you,  it  is  hoped, 
will  induce  you  to  give  the  earliest  attention  to  this  letter. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C,  G.  S, 

To  Colonel  Wm.  Ward, 

Choctaw  ^%gcnt^  Choctaw  t/lgency. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Was  king  ton  f June 

Sir:  Capt.  John  B.  Clark,  charged  with  superintending  the  subsistence 
of  the  emigrating  fHioctaws,  writes  that  the  service  in  which  he  is  engaged 
stands  in  need  of  more  agents.  If  it  is  contemplated  at  any  time  to  employ 
eitizens  in  that  service,  I could  wish  to  avail  myself  of  the  services  of 
Mr.  William  S.  Colquhoun. , 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Jtcting  C.  G.  S. 

To  P.  G.  Randolph,  Esq., 

Jicting  Secretary  of  War, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  July  2,  1831. 

Sir;  From  interviews  had  with  General  Eaton  by  General  Gibson,  it  was 
impressed  on  the  mind  of  the  latter  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  deter- 
mined that  the  duties  of  the  Commissary  General,  in  the  removal  and  sub- 
sistence of  the  Choctaws,  should  be  confined  to  the  west  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river;  the  Indians  having  been  previously  collected  and  transported  or 
marched  to  the  river  by  agents  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  War  De- 
partment. I ana  now  informed  by  the  principal  clerk  of  the  Indian  bureau 
that  it  is  his  belief,  derived  from  communications  with  General  Eaton,  that 
the  whole  matter  was  confided  to  the  Subsistence  Department.  As  far  as 
this  department  could  act  efficiently,  under  the  views  entertained,  it  has 
done  so. 

Agents  are  actively  employed  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  ere  September,  with  the  addition  of  a few  more  assistants  to 
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the  indafatigable  officer  under  whose  control  this  department  has  placed  the 
superintendence  of  the  removal  and  subsistence,  every  thing  will  be  in 
readiness  to  receive  the  largest  contemplated  number  to  be  removed  the  en- 
suing fall. 

The  time  has  now  arrived  when  it  is  of  the  utmost  necessity  that  an  en- 
tire understanding  should  exist  as  to  this  important  service,  and  that  the 
most  active  exertions  should  be  made  by  those  engaged  in  it.  I therefore 
request  to  be  apprized  if  any  arrangements  have  been  made  for  collecting 
the  Indians  together,  and  of  the  names  of  the  persons  who  may  be  thus  em- 
ployed, with  any  other  information  relating  to  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw 
Indians,  as  it  is  to  be  conducted  east  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  6?, 

To  P.  G.  Randolph,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Note. — No  answer,  verbal  or  written,  was  made  to  this  communication. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  July  5, 

^ Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  this  date  reporting  for  duty  in  the  removal 
and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws. 

You  will  proceed  forthwith  to  the  Choctaw  nation,  Mississippi,  where  you 
will  confer  with  Colonel  Ward,  Choctaw  agent,  who  will,  no  doubt,  furnish 
you  with  all  the  information  of  which  he  may  be  possessed  in  relation  to 
the  condition  and  situation  of  that  portion  of  the  Indians  who  will  emigrate 
this  fall. 

You  will  also  confer  with  Colonel  Greenwood  Lahore,  chief  of  the  north- 
west district,  from  whom  facts  of  the  most  authentic  and  interesting  character 
may  be  expected.  He  is  a man  of  great  influence,  and  it  is  especially  re- 
commended that  you  seek  to  convince  him  of  the  determination  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  fulfil,  to  the  utmost  extent,  the  faith  pledged  in  the  treaty. 
Your  object  will  be  to  ascertain  his  views  as  to  the  best  mode  of  removal; 
the  time  when  the  Indians  may  be  ready,  and  the  means  of  collecting  them; 
their  places  of  assembling;  the  routes  they  will  take  out  of  the  nation  to  the 
Mississippi;  the  number  who  will  be  able  to  go  over  next  fall;  the  descrip- 
tion of  agents  whom  it  would  be  best  for  the  Government  to  employ,  and 
their  number;  and  in  general  every  kind  of  information  which  you  may  deem 
acceptable  to  this  department.  You  wall  advert  to  a letter  written  to  him 
from  this  office,  and  urge  him,  if  he  has  not  replied  to  it,  to  do  so.  Repeat 
to  him  the  arragements  which  have  been  made  on  the  other  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  the  perfect  confidence  of  the  department  that  they  will  meet 
every  emergency.  His  recommendations  as  to  the  route  to  be  taken  to  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  the  places  of  crossing,  together  with  his  suggestions, 
generally  will  be  received  with  the  utmost  attention.  You  will  also  assure 
him  that,  as  soon  as  the  department  has  received  information  of  any  definite 
character  from  the  Choctaw  nation,  it  will  commence  its  operations  with 
the  utmost  activity. 

You  will  also  proceed  to  the  southern  part  of  the  nation,  and  consult  with 
Nitachachee.  Your  conference  with  him  will,  in  substance,  be  of  the  same 
character  as  that  with  Colonel  Leflore. 
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After  you  shall  have  performed  the  above  service,  and  communicated  fully 
with  this  department  on  the  subject,  you  will,  unless  the  interests  of  the  Go- 
vernment (of  which  you  are  left  to  judge)  should  require  you  to  remain, 
proceed  to  Little  Rock,  and  report  to  Captain  J.  B Clark,  to  whom  you 
will  turn  over  the  balance  of  the  money  remaining  in  your  hands,  and  whose 
instructions  you  will  receive  and  obey.  You  will  forward  promptly  your 
accounts  and  bills  of  purchases,  with  returns,  &c.,  forms  of  which  are  here- 
with. 

The  utmost  consequence  is  attached  by  this  department  to  a conciliato- 
ry course  towards  the  Indians  on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  on  this 
duty^  No  opportunity  should  be  lost  of  enlisting  their  good  feelings  in  the 
enterprise  about  to  be  undertaken,  and  no  effort  unused  to  make  them  hap- 
py and  contented  in  their  change  of  situation.  Such  a course  would  not 
only  be  perfectly  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  Government,  but  would 
tend  materially  to  forward  its  views.  You  will  write  to  this  department  as 
frequently  as  may  be  necessary  to  keep  it  informed  of  all  your  transactions,  of 
which  you  will  constantly  apprize  Captain  Clark.  It  will  also  be  proper  to 
correspond  with  the  other  agents,  so  that^there  may  be  no  misapprehension 
in  consequence  of  a want  of  co-operation. 

Respectfully,  &c.; 

J.  H.  HOOK,  A,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Mr.  Wm.  S.  Colquhoun, 

Special  Indian  *^genty  Washington  City, 

P.  S.  Your  instructions,  as  above,  are  amended  by  order  of  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  War,  as  follows: 

You  'will  proceed  from  this  place  immediately  to  Little  Rock,  and  turn 
over  the  money  ((!S5,000)  in  your  possession  to  Captain  Clark,  and  thence  to 
the  Choctaw  nation,  Mississippi,  where  you  will  act  upon  your  orders  as 
before  detailed  in  this  communication. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C,  G,  S, 

Note. — The  sending  Mr.  Colquhoun  to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  was 
the  first  direct  effort  to  act  there  upon  the  Indians;  and  even  at  this  time  the 
department  was  not  apprized  whether  it  should  control  the  removal  on  this 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  or  only  confine  its  operations  to  the  other  side. 


Office  Commissarv  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  July  9,  1831. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  4th,  5th,  and  16th  June,  have  been  received.  Mr, 
William  S.  Colquhoun  has  been  appointed,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  a spe- 
cial agent  to  act  under  the  orders  of  this  department.  He  is  directed  to  re- 
port to  you,  and  will  turn  over  five  thousand  dollars  which  he  carries  with 
him  from  this  city.  It  was  at  first  intended  that  he  should  go  through*  the 
Choctaw  country,  and  write  to  this  department  upon  the  various  subjects 
connected  with  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians  previously  to 
his  going  to  Arkansas.  But  the  Secretary  of  War  suggested  that  he  should 
go  to  the  latter  place  first.  He  will,  therefore,  after  reporting  to  you,  and 
receiving  all  the  information  you  possess  in  relation  to  his  duties,  proceed  to 
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the  old  Choctaw  country,  from  Whence  he  will  constantly  apprize  you  of  all 
matters  of  interest.  After  Mr.  Colquhoun  has  completed  the  object  for 
which  he  goes  to  the  nation,’^  he  will  be  subject  to  your  immediate  orders: 
you  will  then  employ  him  as  you  may  think  best-  He  will  be  paid  for  his 
services,  by  you,  four  dollars  per  day  from  the  5th  of  July  instant. 

Lieutenant  Carter,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  at  Cantonment 
Gibson,  has  a surplus  of  pork,  flour,  and  salt  on  hand.  If  you  should  want 
a portion  of  any,  or  all  of  these  articles,  at  any  point  on  the  Arkansas 
river,  for  issue  to  the  Indians,  they  will  be  furnished  to  your  order  by  the 
commissary.  It  is  left  to  your  own  determination  to  take  them  or  not,  as 
as  you  may  deem  proper.  It  would  be  well  to  inform  Lieutenant  Carter  of 
your  decision  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  this.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  from  very  recent  information,  that  a large  number  of  Indians  will  go 
over  the  ensuing  fall;  both  chiefs  and  people  manifest,  indeed,  a strong  de- 
sire for  the  removal,  which  will,  without  question,  commence  in  September. 

Upon  the  subject  of  issues  to  slaves,  mentioned  in  yours  of  the  5th  of 
June,  you  will  And  yourself  instructed' in  mine  of  the  21st  of  the  sanie 
month. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Jlcting  C.  G.  S, 

To  Captain  John  B.  Clark, 

Jigent  removal^  Indians^  Little  Rock, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  July  I2th,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  advising  me  of  your 
having  drawn  for  i?>804  08,  to  complete  the  purchase  of  the  wagons,  and  to 
pay  for  their  transportation.  The  draft  is  accepted,  and  will  be  paid  this 
day. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Captain  J.  P.  Taylor, 

Commissary  Subsistence,  Louisville,  Ky, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  July  13M,  1831. 

Sir:  Your  account  current,  with  abstract  of  disbursements  and  vouchers, 
for  the  quarter  ending  30th  June,  has  been  received.  Samuel  Raymond’s 
bill  for  harness,  &c.  is  returned  to  you  for  correction:  if  the  price  of  the 
harness  is  ^6^,  the  total  amount  should  be  ^66  25.  The  account  current 
is  returned  that  you  may  make  a corresponding  alteration  in  it. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Captain  J.  P.  Taylor, 

Commissary  Subsistence,  Louisville,  Ky, 
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Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 
Washmgtoriy  July 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  2d  May  and  1st  June,  with  provision  returns  for 
April  and  May,  have  been  received.  If  you  have  not  already  done  so,  you 
will  communicate  to  Captain  Clark  the  information  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  1st  June,  relative  to  the  supply  of  corn  that  may  be  procured  in  the 
‘^neighboring  counties’^  during  the  year  commencing  on  the  1st  of  October 
next.  And  you  will  also  state  your  opinions,  with  the  information  you  have 
received,  upon  the  subject  of  furnishing  the  Indians  with  fresh  beef  on  the 
hoof  from  the  State  of  Missouri.  The  soldier  employed  by  you  maybe 
paid  out  of  the  fund  in  your  possession  the  allowance  of  commissary’s  as- 
sistant, viz*  fifteen  cents  per  day  from  the  commencement  of  his  service 
until  he  is  discharged,  when  you  can  hire  him  at  the  commuted  pay  of  a 
commissary’s  sergeant,  eighteen  dollars  per  month. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

C/,  S.  Jlgent^  I'Vashington^  Ter, 


Officb  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  July  19,  1831. 

Sir:  Communications  under  the  following  dates  have  been  addressed  to 
you  from  this  office,  viz.  the  21st,  24th,  and  28th  of  June,  and  9th  of  July. 
Be  pleased  in  your  next  to  say  whether  you  have  received  them. 

Herewith  is  the  copy  of  a letter  received  from  Lieutenant  Stephenson. 
Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Captain  John  B.  Clark, 

*^gent  removal^  ^'C,  Indians,  Little  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  July  21,  1831, 

Sir:  Enclosed  are  copies  of  letters  addressed  to  you  on  the  4th  and  21st 
of  June,  with  a copy  of  that  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  contained  in  the 
former. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  John  B.  Clark, 

Jigent  removal,  ^c.  Indians,  Little  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  July  22,  1831. 

Sir:  .As  the  receipt  of  the  letter  addressed  to  you  from  this  office,  under 
. 4 
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date  of  the  27th  of  June,  has  not  been  acknowledged,  a copy  of  it  is  here^ 
with  enclosed. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  6^. 

To  Captain  J.  P.  Taylok, 

Commissar^  Subsistence^  LoiiisUille,  Ky, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington July  23,  I83L 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  3d  July  has  been  handed  to  me  by  Capt.  McClel^ 
Ian.  From  a passage  of  this  letter,  I perceive  that  you  labor  under  a mis- 
apprehension with  regard  to  duplicate  instructions,^^  vrhich  you  suppose 
were  sent  to  you  under  date  of  1 1th  April. 

The  misapprehension  arises  from  a sentence  in  mine  of  June  4th  to  this 
effect:  ‘‘ Your  instructions,  m duplicate,  were  sent  off  on  the  5 th  and  11th 
April.’’ 

These  instructions  were  the  same^  to  wit:  One  original  was  foi'warded 
on  the  5th  and  the  other  on  the  11th.  On  the  whole  subject  of  your  duties 
in  that  country,  you  have  no  doubt  before  this  received  ample  instructions, 
and  they  are  as  specific  as  the  nature  of  the  business  will  permit.  You 
will  then  be  at  no  loss  as  to  the  subsistence  of  the  Indians  who  may  settle 
on  the  Arkansas  river^  or  any  where  else  in  the  new  Choctaw  country;  but 
that  there  might  be  a greater  degree  of  certainty  of  your  getting  the  letters 
which  the  department  is  not  yet  apprized  of  having  been  received  by  you, 
a copy  of  mine  of  the  21st  June  was  forwarded  to  you  yesterday,  and  to 
day  you  will  find  a copy  of  mine  of  the  24th  June.  Copies  of  other  letters 
since  addressed  to  you  wdll  be  sent  off  at  intervals  of  a few  days. 

On  the  receipt  of  this,  please  state  the  date  of  each  letter  you  have  re- 
ceived from  this  office  since  your  arrivalln  Arkansas. 

Respectfully,  &c.j 

’ . GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  John  B.  Clare, 

Jtgeut  in  remaval,  ^c.,  Indians,  Litile  Roc7<^i 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washingion,  July  25,  1831. 

Sir:  Colonel  Greenwood  LeOore,  a chief  of  the  Choctaws,  in  a letter  of 
the  nth  of  June  ultimo  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  states,  among  other  things 
relative  to  the,  removal  of  these  Indians,  that  it  is  his  opinion  that  the  great 
mass  of  them  could  remove  to  the  w^est  with  more  satisfaction  to  themselves, 
and  less  expense  to  the  Government,  if  left  to  their  own  choice  of  the  mode: 
and  he  proposes  that  a certain  sum  per  head  be  offered  to  all  those  who 
will  remove  in  their  own  way,  which  they  can  do  at  a very  trifling  cost. 

Mushulatubbee,  Nitacachee,  and  Hopianchahubbee,  and  other  chiefs,  in 
a letter  of  16th  June  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  say  that  some  of  the  Indians 
will  furnish  themselves  with  provisions,  and,  io  that  case,  espact  an  allow-' 
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anc€  equivalent  to  what  the  cost  would  be  to  Government.  The  views 
generally  of  Colonel  Leflore  and  the'  chiefs  abovementioned  are  undoubt- 
edly approved  of  by  the  Indians:  in  confirmation  of  this  is  the  fact  that  a 
number  of  them  have  desired  Capt.  McCIeilan,  their  sub  agent  to  the  new 
country,  who  is  now  in  this  city,  to  advocate  the  measure.  It  is  decidedly 
the  opinion  of  this  gentleman  that  ten  or  twelve  thousand  Indians  would 
prefer  to  go  over  on  condition  that  Government  would  allow  a stipula- 
ted sum;  that  this  arrangement,  while  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  them, 
would  prove  a means  of  economy  to  the  Government;  and  that  the  sum  per 
head  for  which  they  will  consent  to  go  will  not  exceed  ten  dollars. 

Besides,  the  United  States  have  agreed  to  take  the  cattle  of  the  Indians 

at  the  valuation  of  some  discreet  person  f which,  in  most  cases,  will 
probably  be  greater  than  they  could  be  sold  for.  By  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  recommended,  it  is  believed  that  the  Indians  would  drive  them  over. 
No  inconsiderable  saving  may  thus  result  to  the  Government. 

The  sum  of  ten  dollars  per  head  would  only  provide  for  the  removal  and 
subsistence  to  the  new  country,  and  would  not  effect  that  part  of  the  16th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,’’  by  which  they  are  entitled 
to  subsistence  for  twelve  months  after  reaching  their  new  homes.” 

I will  therefore  suggest  that  the  Subsistence  Department  be  authorized  to 
make,  through  its  agents,  the  offer  abovementioned,  and  that  means  be  im- 
mediately taken  to  carry  it  into  effect  as  to  all  who  may  accept. 

Note. — The  commutation  was  afterwards  raised  to  $13.  See  letter  to 
William  Armstrong,  5th  September,  1832. 

Respectfully,  &c,, 

Approved  by  the  President.  GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  R.  B.  Taney,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  July  25,  1831. 

Sir:  Capt.  ,f.  B.  Clark,  who  is  charged  with  the  superintendence  of  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws  w’e.st  of  the  Mississippi  river,  has 
applied  to  this  department  for  additional  agents:  Colonel  Wharton  Rector, 
of  Arkansas  Territory,  is  well  qualified,  and  has  been  recommended  to  the 
President  for  an  appointment  in  this  service  by  Colonel  Sevier,  delegate 
from  Arkansas  Territory,  Colonel  Francis  Armstrong,  Choctaw  agent,  and 
others.  I respectfully  recommend  Colonel  Rector  to  you,  and,  in  the  event 
of  his  receiving  an  appointment,  that  his  compensation  may  be  four  dollars 
per  diem,  being  the  sum  allowed  by  your  predecessor  to  a citizen  similarly 
employed. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  R.  B.  Taney,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  PFar. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washmgton,  July  25,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  5'h  of  June.  The  repairs 


of  the  buildings  at  Fort  Smith  will  be  paid  out  of  the  Indian  fund  in  the 
possession  of  Captain  Clark;  and  you  are  authorized  to  procure  from  him, 
by  draft  or  otherwise,  a sufficient  sum  to  pay  for  not  only  what  may  be  re- 
quired now,  but  what  has  already  been  done.  Captain  Clark  is  stationed  at 
Little  Rock.  The  accounts  for  repairs  will  be  kept  separate  from  those  of 
army  subsistence,  and  will  be  made  to  conform  to  the  blanks  enclosed. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

United  States^  army,  Fort  Smith. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  j 

Washington,  July  25,  1831.  ; 

Sir:  A letter  has  just  been  received  at  this  office  from  Lieutenant  G.  J.  \ 
Rains,  commanding  detachment  seventh  infantry,  employed  in  repairing  the 
buildings  at  Fort  Smith.  He  is  in  want  of  funds  for  the  purchase  of  plank 
for  flooring.  I have  authorized  him  to  draw  on  you  for  a sum  sufficient  to 
pay  for  not  only  what  may  be  required  now,  but  what  has  already  been 
done. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  J B.  ClAlRk,  | 

Superintending  removal  and  subsistence  Indians,  Little  Rock.  \ 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  July  26,  183 J. 

Sir;  Enclosed  you  will  find  the  appointment  of  special  agent  of  the  War 
Department,  to  aid  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws,  with  an 
order  to  report  to  me  for  duty.  In  case  you  accept  this  appointment,  you 
will  notify  me  of  your  intention,  and  report  to  Captain  J,  B.  Clark,  the 
general  superintendent,  under  whose  immediate  orders  you  will  be  placed. 
The  office  which  you  hold  of  sub-agent  to  the  Quapaws  is  inconsistent  with 
the  appointment  now  offered  to  you.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to 
make  your  resignation  of  the  one  simultaneous  with  your  acceptance  of  the 
other.  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Colonel  Wharton  Rector, 

Little  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 
Washington,  July  26, 

Sir:  Colonel  Wharton  Rector  has  been  appointed  a special  agent  of  the 
War  Department  to  aid  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians.  If 
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he  accepts,  he  will  report  to  you  for  duty.  You  will  assign  him  to  such 
station,  or  employ  him  in  whatever  manner  may  be  deemed  most  conducive 
to  the  good  of  the  service.  He  will  he  paid  by  you  four  dollars  a day  from 
the  date  of  the  acceptance  of  his  appointment  until  it  shall  cease. 

Respe'ctfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  J.  B.  Clark, 

Superintendent y §*c..  Little  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  Jiugust  3,  1831. 

Sir:  Letters  of  the  28th  and  30th  uf  June,  and  and  1st,  2d,  and  3d  of 
July,  have  been  received  from  you.  That  of  the  2d  July,  by  the  hands  of 
Captain  McClellan,  has  been  replied  to  by  mine  of  the  23d  of  July. 

The  requisition  in  your’s  of  3d  July  for  an  additional  sum  of  money  has 
been  anticipated.  Mr.  William  S.  Colquhoun  and  Lieutenant  Ryan  will 
turn  over  to  you  the  former,  ^5,000,  and  the  latter  $10,000.  A copy  of 
each  of  the  following  letters  from  this  office  will  be  found  enclosed,  to  wit: 
June  2Sth,  July  9th,  23d,  25th,  and  26th. 

Your  account  current,  vouchers,  &c.,for  second  quarter,  were  received 
with  yours  of  June  30th. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  J.  B.  Clark, 

Superintendent  removal^  Indians,  Little  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  Jiugust  6,  1831. 

Sir:  As  the  measure  of  success  in  the  important  undertaking  of  the  re™ 
moval  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaw  Indians  depends  much  upon  the 
means  employed  in  the  outset,  I would  recommend,  as  one  of  the  most  ef- 
fectual methods  to  insure  efficiency  and  promptitude  to  the  acts  of  the  Go- 
vernment, the  employment  of  an  agent  in  the  old  Choctaw  nation,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  superintend  the  collecting  of  the  Indians  at  the  different 
points  of  assembly,  the  providing  them  with  provisions  before  their  depar- 
ture, the  procuring  of  transportation,  and  the  fixing  of  the  different  routes 
to  be  traversed.  He  would  not  be  required  to  extend  his  supervision  be- 
yond the  landing  places  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  where 
the  arrangements  of  Captain  Clark  will  amply  provide  for  their  reception. 
Colonel  George  S.  Gaines  is  recommended  to  you  for  this  appointment.  He 
is  in  all  respects  competent  to  the  performance  of  the  duties,  possesses  the 
entire  confidence  of  the  Indians,  among  whom  he  is  very  popular,  and  has 
acquitted  himself  with  entire  satisfaction  to  the  Government  in  various  si- 
tuations in  which  he  has  been  engaged.  I hope  such  a compensation  may 
be  offered  him  as  will  induce  his  acceptance  of  the  appointment. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S. 

To  R.  B.  Taney,  Esq., 

dieting  Secretary  of  War. 
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Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington j August  12,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  July  6,  with  provision  return,  account 
current,  abstract  of  contingencies,  &c.  All  expenses  incurred  for  the  re- 
pairs of  the  buildings  at  Fort  Smith  will  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  for  the  re- 
moval and  subsistence  of  the  Indians.  Capt.  Clark  will  furnish  you  what- 
ever sum  may  be  necessary.  These  expenditures  will  be  kept  entirely  sepa-. 
rate  from  those  for  subsisting  the  detachment;  the  former  will  be  made  out 
according  to  blanks  enclosed.  Herewith  are  returned  to  you  the  account 
current,  abstract  of  disbursements,  and  voucher  No.  1, 

One  hundred  barrels  of  the  pork  on  hand  will  be  disposed  of  as  Capt. 
Clark  may  direct. 

Respectfully,  &c.,  ’ 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

Acting  Asst.  Com^y  Sub.,  Fort  Smith* 


(circular.) 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 


' Washington,  August  12,  1831. 

Sir:  Arrangements  are  in  progress  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi, 
between  that  river  and  the  new  Choctaw  country,  for  the  removal  and  sub- 
sistence of  the  Indians  who  may  go  over  the  ensuing  fall;  and  the  agents  of 
the  Government  will  shortly  be  engaged  in  the  same  service  in  the  old 
Choctaw  country.  Every  effort  will  be  used  by  the  Government  to  insure 
the  removal  of  those  whom  it  may  be  able  to  provide  for;  but  it  is  believed, 
from  information  derived  through  its  agents,  that  not  more  than  eight  thou- 
sand’^ persons  can  be  subsisted  for  the  first  year  of  the  removal.  It  will 
not  therefore  be  advisable  for  a greater  number  to  get  ready  to  go. 

It  has  been  communicated  to  the  President  that  a great  many  of  the 
Choctaws  would  prefer  to  emigrate  in  their  own  way,  by  providing  them- 
selves with  the  means  of  travelling  to  the  new  country,  if  the  Government 
would  make  them  an  allowance  which  would  cover  their  expenses.  You 
will  please  to  communicate  to  the  Choctaws  that  ten  dollars  for  each  and 
every  man,  woman,  and  child,  including  slaves,  will  be  allowed  to  such  as 
will  go  over  without  the  aid  of  the  Government.  The  money  to  be  paid 
after  their  arrival  at  the  place  of  destination.  It  is,  however,  a condition 
tha£  all  the  owners  of  cattle  who  accept  this  offer  either  drive  them  over,  or 
dispose  of  them  some  other  way,  as  the  Government  will  not  consent  to 
take  them  at  a valuation.  The  ferriages  will  be  paid  for  by  the  Government, 
and  measures  taken  to  enable  the  Indians  to  cross  the  Mississippi  river;  and 
should  they  take  any  of  the  depots  of  provisions  in  their  way,  they  will  be 
supplied  with  provisions  free  of  cost. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  €.  G.  S. 


* The  probable  amount  of  emigration  is  stated  variously  in  this  correspondence,  according- 
to  the  reports  received. 
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Office  Commissary  General  Subsisi:’ENce,  " 
Washington,  August  13,  1831. 

Sir:  You  will  find  enclosed  the  appointment  of  special  agent  of  the  War 
department  to  superintend  the  collection  and  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw 
Indians  as  far  as  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river.  You  will  please 
to  notify  me  as  speedily  as  possible  of  your  acceptance  or  non-acceptance  of 
this  appointment.  Should  you  accept,  you  will  go  into  the  Choctaw  nation, 
and  disseminate  among  the  people  intelligence  of  the  views  and  objects  of 
the  Government  as  hereinafter  stated.  It  is  designed  to  remove  about  eight 
thousand  souls  during  the  ensuing  fall.  This  number,  it  is  believed,  may  be 
subsisted  without  difficulty,  in  the  new  Country,  for  the  ensuing  year.  But 
the  precise  modes  of  removal,  the  routes  to  be  taken,  and  the  places  of 
crossing  the  Mississippi  swamps  and  river,  cannot  be  fixed  at  this  distance 
from  the  place  of  action.  They  will  therefore^be,  in  a great  measure,  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  superintendent. 

Two  principal  modes  of  removal  present  themselves;  in  steamboats  by 
the  way  of  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  river;  and  in  wagons  by  the  road  to 
Memphis,  or  through  the  swamps  of  the  Mississippi  to  Helena,  or  some 
other  convenient  point. 

It  is  desirable  that  those  who  may  go  by  the  Yazoo  be  landed  at  old  Post 
Arkansas,  or,  if  possible,  as  high  up  the  river  as  Little  Rock.  It  is  not, 
however,  intended  to  confine  the  superintendent  to  any  plan  of  operations. 
The  whole  field  will  be  left  open  to  the  exercise  of  his  judgment,  formed 
as  it  must  be  upon  a nearer  and  more  accurate  view  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  case.  He  will  therefore  have  the  Indians  collected  at  the  various  conve- 
nient places,  previous  to  proceeding  on  their  travel,  provide  subsistence  for 
them  while  collecting,  cause  deposites  of  provisions  to  be  made  at  such 
points  as  may  be  necessary  for  supplying  them  whilst  on  their  way,  procure 
the  different  kinds  of  transportation,  and,  in  fine,  he  will  do  all  other  acts 
needful /or  the  prompt,  energetic,  and  successful  performance  of  the  import- 
ant work  confided  to  him.  To  aid  him  in  those  duties,  he  is  authorized  to 
employ  as  many  assistants  as  he  may  find  necessary,  and  at  such  compensa- 
tion as  may  be  deemed  fair  for  the  services  performed. 

The  department  has  already  sent  an  agent,  Mr.  W.  S.  Colquhoun,  into  the 
old  Choctaw  country,  who  will  be  ordered  to  act  under  the  directions  of  the 
superintendent.  Mr.  Colquhoun  is  very  capable,  and  the  utmost  reliance  may 
be  placed  upon  him  as  a faithful,  active,  and  intelligent  assistant  The  du- 
ties of  the  appointment,  now  offered  to  you,  will  not  extend  further  than  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  may  not  demand  your  attention  for  a longer  period 
than  three  or  four  months  of  the  present  year.  Beyond  the  Mississippi  the 
superintendence  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians  has  been  con- 
fided to  Captain  John  B.  Clark,  of  the  United  States’  army.  This  gentle- 
man has  made  such  arrangements  as  will  provide  for  the  reception  of  the 
greatest  number  contemplated  to  be  removed  the  next  fall.  As  it  is  designed 
that  the  strictest  co-operation  be  observed  between  all  the  agents  of  the  Go- 
vernment employed  in  this  business,  it  is  requested,  in  case  of  your  accep- 
tance of  the  proffered  trust,  that  you  correspond  frequently  with  Captain 
Clark  on  all  matters  relating  to  your  several  duties;  and  if  the  mail  should 
prove  too  tardy  or  uncertain  for  the  prompt  conveyance  of  information,  any 
other  means  may  be  employed.  Captain  Clark  is  at  Little  Rock,  where  he 
will  remain  for  gome  time,  but  will  move  as  occasion  may  r€quire>  He  has, 
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at  present  three  assistants,  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  who  is  in  the  fievir  Choc-? 
taw  country,  and  has  under  his  charge  the  principal  part  of  the  emigrants 
who  have  already  gone  over;  Lieutenant  Ryan,  and  Mr.  Wharton  Rector., 
The  two  latter  gentleman  are  not  known  to  be  stationed  at  any  particular 
points. 

Forty  horse  and  ox  wagons  have  been  sent  to  Captain  Clark,  who  has  pur- 
chased the  teams,  and  they  are  now  readjr  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood 
of  old  Post  Arkansas.  Large  deposites  of  pork,  flour,  and  bacon,  have’ 
been  made  on  the  route  by  way  of  Little  Rock  and  Washington;  and  Captain 
Clark  has  been  directed  to  make  others  at  the  points  which  may  be  designat-- 
ed  for  the  landing  of  the  Indians  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
where  all  or  any  number  of  the  wagons  will  be  sent.  Your  opinions  are  so- 
licited upon  all  the  points  in  this  communication;  and  it  is  desirable  that  the 
contemplated  modes  of  collection,  conveyance,  subsistence,  &c  , be  pointed 
out.  It  is  suggested  that  wagons  and  teams  may  be  hired  in  sufficient  num- 
bers to  perform  the  duty  required  east  of  the  river. 

You  are  also  requested  to  state  your  opinion  as  to  the  mode  of  supplying 
the  superintendency  ofiered  you  with  funds.  And  an  estimate  is  desired  of 
the  various  probable  expenditures  for  the  removal  of  the  number  of  Indians 
above  designated:  upon  which  estimate,  if  necessary,  an  immediate  remit- 
tance will  be  made.  A letter  will  be  found  enclosed,  copies  of  which  will 
be  addressed  to  the  chiefs  and  others,  ofiering  a bounty  of  ten  dollars  per 
head  to  all  those  persons  who  will  go  over  to  the  new  country  without  fur- 
ther aid  from  the  Government,  and  take  with  them  their  cattle.  The  Su- 
perintendent will  be  required  to  give  as  much  efiect  as  practicable  to  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Government,  as  developed  in  that  communication. 

The  Secretary  of  War  and  myself  are  particularly  solicitous  that  you 
should  accept  the  appointment  of  superintendent,  and  will  be  glad  if  you  act 
in  that  capacity  but  for  the  short  period  necessary  to  the  transportation  of 
those  who  may  go  over  this  year,  which  will  pave  the  way  efieclually  for  the 
operations  of  the  next.  But  if  you  cannot  accept,  you  will,  besides  notify- 
ing this  department  as  before  requested,  please  to  signify  the  same  to  Mr. 
W.  S.  Colquhoun,  agent  in  the  removal  arid  subsistence  of  the  lndians,’’^ 
whom  you  will  address  at  Rankin,  Mississippi. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S, 

To  Col.  George  S.  Gaines,  Alabama, 

J^ote. — See  the  note  at  page  23,  by  which  it  will  appear  that,  previously  to  that  time,  no 
direct  effort  had  been  made  to  act  upon  the  Choctaws,  with  a view  to  removal.  It  was 
originally  the  intention  of  the  Governm>'nt,  that  the  Commissary  General  should  provide  for 
the  reception  of  the  Indians  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi ; have  them  conducted 
thence  to  their  new  country  west  of  Arkansas  ; and,  in  pursuance  of  treaty  stipulations,  there 
subsisted  for  twelve  months  after  their  arrival.  Many  small  parties  had  emigrated  between 
the  date  of  the  treaty,  September  1830,  and  the  fall  of  1831  ; and  were  properly  provided 
for  west  of  the  Mississippi;  but  they  had  gone  over  merely  in  anticipation  of  the  action  of 
the  Government.  Every  effort  of  the  Subsistence  Department  had,  in  fine,  been  entirely 
devoted  to  the  objects  above  stated,  leaving  for  the  Department  of  War  the  more  important 
and  difficult  task  of  s^^arting  the  emigration  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi.  But  it  was  after- 
wards deemed  proper  to  confide  the  who'e  operation  to  the  Commissary  General.  The  de- 
termination to  do  this  will  appear  by  the  correspondence  to  be  late,  and  action,  in  consequence, 
hasty. 

Much  discretion  is  given  in  the  foregoing  instructions,  that,  although  well  confided  to 
the  individual  appointed,  was  very  properly  afterwards  restricted.  And,  as  will  be  seen,  the 
experience  of  the  first  season’s  active  operations  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a sy-tem  every 
way  improved,  d which  effected  a degree  of  pecuniary  accountability  and  efficiency  no 
exceeded  in  any  other  department  the  GrcVernment. 
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Office  CoIimissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  tMugtist  13,  1831. 

Sir:  Letters  of  the  17th  and  20th  July  from  Ltiuisville,  and  27lh  July 
from  post  of  Arkansas,  are  received  from  you.  I enclose  you  the  copy  of 
a letter  addressed  to  Col.  George  S.  Gaines*,  at  Demopolis,  Alabama. 

Colonel  Gaines  is  a gentleman  in  udiom  the  Choctaws  have  great  confi- 
dence, and  many  of  the  chiefs  have  solicited  the  Government  to  appoint  him 
to  the  task  of  conducting  them  to  their  new  homes.  This  would  not  be 
consistent  with  the  arrangements  already  made,  but  he  has  been  appointed 
to  superintend  the  collection  and  transportation  of  those  Indians  across  the 
Mississippi,  on  the  west  bank  of  which  his  supervision  will  terminate.  It 
is  doubtful  if  Colonel  Gaines  will  accept  this  appointment*  In  the  event  of 
his  not  doing  so,  1 request  that  you  will  view  his  instructions  as  yours,  and 
act  accordingly.  Should  he  accept,  you  will  act  under  his  directions. 

With  regard  to  the  deposite  of  provisions  at  the  landing  place  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  you  will  perceiV^e  from  the  letter  to  Colonel  Gaines 
that  it  has  been  provided  for. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a.  G.  S. 

To  Mr.  Wm.  S.  CoLQUHOtTN, 

‘Raitkin,  Mississippi. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  Jlugust  IS,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  lOth,  i2t!i,  and  16th  July—thc 
two  latter  with  the  abstract  of  bids  for  oxen,  and  the  advertisement  for 
horses.  Lieutenant  Raines  has  on  hand,  at  Fort  Smith,  one  hundred  barrels  of 
surplus  pork  which  he  will  turn  over  to  the  assistant  who  may  be  sent  there 
by  3mu.  This  pork  is  for  issue  to  the  Indians,  and  may  be  transported  to 
any  point  on  the  Arkansas  where  it  is  most  likely  to  be  w'anted  for  issue, 
or  it  may  be  stored  at  Fort  Smith. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

'GEO.  GIBSON,  C\  G.  S. 

To  Captain  J.  B.  Claric, 

Superintendent , Little  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  Jlugusi  18,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  20th  June,  enclosing  a contract  for 
furnishing  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  fresh  beef,  as  it  may  be  re- 
quired for  issue  to  the  Choctaws. 

Respectfully,  &c. 


GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

^figent,  t'N*. , Hempstead  court  house. 
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Office  Commissary  Geni^ral  SttBSiSTEJ^cE, 

JVashington,  o/lugusi  18,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  iliis  day  received  your  communications  of  the  23d,  two  of 
the  24th  and  25th  Jul}^  The  precise  nature  ami  extent  of  your  duties 
could  not  at  first  be  immediately  defined.  They  are  no  doubt,  however,  w’ell 
understood  you  now,  from  the  instructions  which  you  have  ere  this  re^ 
ceived  under  the  following  dates,  24th  and  2Sth  June,  and  19th  and  23d 
July.  In  relation  to  the  subjects  of  the  letters  this  day  received  from  youj 
I will  remark  that  the  discretion  allowed  as  to  the  establishment  of  agencies^ 
and  the  employment  of  agents  who  were  to  be  strictly  responsible  to'you,’^ 
was  intended  to  give  you  a complete  control  over  the  operations  of  remov^al 
and  subsistence  within  the  sphere  prescribed,  to  wit,  from  the  Mississippi 
river  westward;  and  was  not  intended  to  imply  an  accountability  of  any 
kind  on  your  part  for  the  conduct  of  the  individuals  you  might  wselect  for 
those  agencies  The  department  is  willing  to  trust  to  your  zeal  and  devo- 
tion in  the  duties  assigned  to  you,  without  requiring  a responsibility  which 
neither  could  make  you  secure  in  assuming.  Your  instructions,  therefore, 
clearl}^  meant  to  convey  an  authority  to  appoint  assistants,  if  you  should 
need  them,  before  you  ’ivefO  advised  of  the  appointment  of  a sufficient 
number  by  tiie  Government.  The  removal  will  be  conducted  both  in 
steamboats  and  wagons.  With  regard  to  the  routes  from  the  river  to  the 
new  Choctaw  country,  their  selection  must  be  left  to  circumstances  and 
your  judgment.  I'he  appointment  of  supeiantendent  of  the  removal  from 
the  old  Choctaw  iiation  to  the  landing  places  w'est  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
has  been  conferred  upon  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines,  of  Demopolis,  Alabama. 
If  this  gentleman  does  not  accept,  Mr.  W.  S.  Colquhoun  has  been  directed 
to  act  upon  the  instructions  sent  to  Colonel  Gaines.  It  will  be  perceived 
by  these  instructions,  a copy  of  V/hich  is  herewith,  that  it  has  been' necessary 
to  leave  to  the  superintendent  the  entire  management  of  every^  thing  relat- 
ing to  the  collection,  removal,  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians.  And  on  his' 
decisions  will  mainly  depend  the  solution  of  any  doubts  entertained  by  you 
'with  respect  to  your  mode  of  proceeding:  first,  as  to  the  places  where  the 
lanti  parties  will  cross  the  Mississippi,  and,  secondly,  v/here  the  steamboat 
parties  will  land. 

The  number  of  Indians  who  will  emigrate  the  coming  fall,  it  is  now  as- 
certained will  most  probably  exceed  eight  thousand.  It  will  therefore 
be  necessary  to  make  arrangements  for  the  suppl_y  of  beef  cattle  far  ex- 
ceeding that  mentioned  in  yours  of  the  24th  ultimo.  The  number 
I hat  will  be  wanted  for  a year’s  supply,  which  may  be  Calculated  from  the 
1st  of  November  next,  will  not  be  far  from  nine  thousand  head.  But  these 
will  jjiot  be  needed  in  greater  than  quarterly  supplies.  It  wdll  not  do  to  re- 
strict the  pui’chaseof  the  cattle  to  Arkansas,  which  Territory  cannot,  it  is 
believed,  furnish  the  numbers  that  v/iii  be  required.  Wide-spread  infor-* 
mation  should  be  given,  so  that  there  may  be  tiie  amplest  field  for  indivi- 
dual competition.  It  is  supposed  that  the  whole  might  be  driven  from 
Missouri  and  Illinois;  and  there  is  no  doubt,  if  advertisements  were  inserted 
in  the  St.  Louis  papers,  that  offers  would  be  made  in  a very  short  time  to 
contract  for  a much  larger  number  than  will  be  'ivaiiteci.  It  will  certainly 
be  justifiable  in  you  not  to  enter  into  contract  in  case  of  combinations 
against  you:  at  all  events  they  can  the  more  easily'  be  corrected  by*  an  ex- 
tensive circulation  of  your  notice  for  proposals.  The  supplies  oi  beef  and 
corn  on  the  route  from  the  river  to  the  nevv  country  ran  be  procured  as 
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they  may  be  required,  either  by  purchaBe  or  contracL  Lieutenant  Stephen- 
son has  contracted  for  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  slaughtered  beef  at 
two  and  a half  cents  per  pound.  This  is  comparatively  a small  quantity; 
but  it  is  presumed  to  bean  indication  of  what  a larger  one  might  be  pro- 
cured for.  It  is  suggested  to  you  whether  it  would  not  be  well  to  advertise 
for  corn  as  well  as  beef,  and  in  the  same  notice;  and  if  it  would  not  be 
prudent,  in  making  contracts  for  supplies  of  both  beef  and  corn,  to  divide 
the  whole  quantity  among  several,  rather  than  to  contract  with  one,  by 
whose  defalcation  the  Government  may  be  deceived,'  and  the  Indians  dis- 
tressed. 

By  mine  of  the  94th  June  you  were  informed  that  Captain  Taylor  would 
purchase  and  skip  to  you  a quantity  of  provisions  for  the  purpose  of  their 
being  deposited  at  Little  Rock  and  Washington;  and,  in  the  same  letter,  I 
desired  you  to  require  from  Captain  Taylor,  provisions  for  a deposit©  at  the 
point  of  crossing  ihe  Mississippi,  Should  there  be  more  than  one  crossing 
place,  and  they  are  ascertained  a sufficient  length  of  time  before  the  passage 
of  the.  Indians,  you  will  have  deposited  at  each  a quantity  of  the  same  arti- 
jcles  already  directed  to  be  sent  to  Washington  and  Little  Rock. 

, The  query  in  yours  0[f  16th  July  relative  to  the  ferriages  of  the  Indians’ 
horses  has  reference,  of  course,  to  the  horses  of  those  Indians  who  are 
emigrating  at  their  owm  expense.  An  answer  will  be  found  in  the  circular 
enclosed.  As  to  those  who  go  over  under  the  immediate  superintendence 
of  the  Government  agents,  their  cattle  will  be  ferried  over  all  the  streams 
.at  the  cost  of  the  Government. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Captain  J.  B.  Clauk, 

- Superrnlendins^y  Liille  Rock. 


Office  Com.missary  General  Subsistf.nc'e, 

Washington^  dlugiist  24,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  just  received  yours  dated  at  Louisville  on  the  4th  August. 
Herewith  is  the  copy  of  a letter  addressed  to  you  at  Rankin,  Mississippi, 
on  the  13th  instant,  together  with  its  enclosures,  a copy  of  a letter  to  Col. 
George  S.  Gaines,  and  a circular  upon  the  subject  of  offering  a bounty  to 
such  Indians  as  may  transport  themselves. 

Respectfully,  &c.,  . 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To- Mr.  W.  S.  CoLQUKouN, 

Special  Indian  Jlgent,  Vicksburg . 


Office  Commissary  General  Su.bsistence, 

. Washington.,  diugust  94,  1831. 

Sir:  On  the  i3th  instant  1 enclosed  to  you  the  appointment  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  removal  of  the  In.lians  as  far  as  the  west  bank  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  requested,  in  case  you  could  not  accept  of  this  appointment,  that 
you  would  signify  the  same  to  Mr.  W.  S.  Colquhoun,  in  the  removal 
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and  subsistence  of  the  Indians/’  at  Rankin,  Mississippi.  I have  just  re- 
ceived a letter  from  this  pi;entleman,  requesting  that  he  may  be  addressed  at 
Vicksburg,  where  you  will,  in  the  event  above  alluded  to,  address  him. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  N. 

To  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines, 

Deinopolis^  Jilahama. 


Office  Commissary  Gei^eral  Subsistence, 

Washington,  tdi(gust  21,  1831. 

Sir:  You  have  heretofore  been  informed  that  about  five  thousand  Indians 
would  emigrate  the  coming  fall.  I am  now  strongly  impressed  that  the 
number  will  exceed  eight  thousand.  A large  proportion  will  settle  on  the 
waters  of  Red  river,  and  will  be  within  the  reach  of  your  operations;  and  a 
still  larger  number  will  pass  your  station  in  their  route  to  the  lands  on  'tvhich 
they  will  finally  settle.  It  will  therefore  be  expedient  to  make  your  pre- 
parations on  a sufiiciently  ample  scale.  The  contract  which  you  have  made 
for  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  slaughtered  beef  at  two  and  a half  cents 
per  pound,  would  indicate  that  a much  larger  quantity,  and  on  the  hoof, 
could  be  obtained  at  a lower  rate;  or  if  the  larger  quantity  would  increase 
the  price,  by  creating  a superior  demand  in  the  market,  the  buying  of  it  on 
the  hoof  might  lower  it  as  much:  so  that  it  is  fairly  to  be  presumed  that  a 
very  large  quantity  may  be  procured  at  about  the  price  for  which  you  have 
alread}^  contracted.  The  beef  to  be  furnished  to  the  Indians,  after  con- 
siderable bodies  have  arrived,  havl  better  be  issued  on  the  hoof.  This  might 
be  done  in  most  cases  bv  supplying  them  with  nionthly  issues,  and  in  large 
companies. 

You  will  invite  proposals,  in  any  manner  you  may  deem  proper,  for  the 
furnishing  at  least  one  hundred  beef  cattle  a month,  commencing  early  in 
November.  And  you  can  contract  for  as  much  greater  a number  as  circum- 
stances shall  show  to  be  required.  The  receiving  them  in  monthly  supplies 
W’ould  be  preferable  to  taking  any  larger  proportion  at  once,  as  the  risk  and 
expense  of  keeping  them  would  thus  be  avoided.  As  there  will  be  more 
than  one  place  of  issue,  a stipulation  should  be  rnacle  to  have  the  cattle  driven 
to  the  ])oints  at  which  they  might  be  wanted.  Corn  must  also  be  procured 
in  advance.  The  required  quantity  cannot  now  be  estimated,  but  there  can 
be  little  danger  of  error  in  engaging  a supply  proportioned  to  that  of  the 
beef,  and  in  storing  a great  deal  in  the  cribs  which  you  have  had  erected  for 
that  purpose. 

in  mine  of  26th  April,  you  were  told  that  the  application  of  the  funds 
entrusted  to  you,  to  any  thing  connected  with  the  furnishing  provisions  to 
the  Indians,  was  left  to  your  discretion.  And  you  were  authorized  to  em- 
ploy persons  to  aid  you  in  the  performance  of  your  duties;  to  purchase  such 
horses  as  might  be  required  for  yourself,  assistants,  &c.  It  will  assuredly 
be  necessary  that  you  should  have  a clerk.  You  are  at  liberty  to  employ 
one,  and  pay  him,  as  well  as  others  whose  services  you  may  need,  a liberal 
compensation. 

By  the  treaty,  the  Government  is  bound  to  subsist  the  Choctaws  one  year 
after  they  shall  have  arrived  in  their  new  country.  No  doubt  impositions 
will  be  attempted;  it  will  be  difficult  to  prevent  them;  hut  care  should  be 


ia'ken  io  k^sep  the  registry  as  complete  as  possible,  and  thereby  to  avoid 
double  issues,  which  may  be  made  if  the  different  companies  into  which 
the  Indians  may  divide  themselves  are  not  assigned  to  particular  assistants, 
and  if  an  entire  correspondence  and  understanding  are  not  kept  up  between 
the -assistants. 

It  would  appear  proper,  then,  to  give  certificates  to  those  parties  who  may 
receive  a supply  of  subsistence  at  one  place  of  issue,  and  who  intend  to  set- 
tle further  in  the  country,  specifying  the  period  for  which  they  have  re- 
ceived provisions,  in  order  that  the  assistant  at  the  next  place  of  issue  may 
be  able  to  proceed  correctly.  And  you  will  instruct  your  assistants  that  the 
year,  during  which  subsistence  is  to  be  furnished  to  the  Indians,  will  com- 
mence from  the  selection  by  the  Indians  of  the  land  on  which  they  design 
^ to  settle.’^  As  far  as  practicable,  the  same  rule,  with  regard  to  certificates  of 
issue,  will  be  practised  by  the  agents  between  the  Mississippi  river  and  the 
new  country. 

The  Government  has  offered  to  the  Indians  ten  dollars  per  head  for  all 
who  may  go  over  and  take  their  cattle  with  them,  or  dispose  of  them  on 
their  own  account  before  leaving  their  homes.  The  money  to  be  paid  to 
them  after  their  arrival.  The  registers  will  be  very  well  calculated  to  show 
those  who  are  transported  by  the  Government,  and  those  who  accept  of  the 
.offer  above  alluded  to.  You  will  perhaps  see  the  necessity  of  having  parti- 
cular regard  to  this  distinction  in  making  out  the  registers  of  those  who 
arrive.  I send  you  a copy  of  the  circular  on  the  subject  of  the  bounty. 

It  is  very  desirable  Ihat  you  keep  me  informed  of  every  matter  of  in- 
terest that  transpires. 

As  you  do  not  appear  to  havCihad  an}^  difficulty  in  obtaining  money  by 
means  of  d^-afts  on  the  Branch  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  I have  directed  eight 
thousand  dollars  additional  to  be  deposited  in  that  institution. 

I request  that  you  will  apprize  Captain  Clark  of  every  thing  that  relates  to 
your  duties;  and  especially  on  the  subject  of  any  arrangements  you  may 
make  to  procure  subsistence,  as  otherwise  they  may  conflict  with  others 
.qf  a similar  character  which  he  has  been  instructed  to  enter  into. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON.  C.  G.  S\ 

To  Lieutena;nt  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

/igentf  Hempstead  court-house. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  Jlugust  29,  1S31. 

Sir  : A vouchef  of  yours  for  transportation  of  baggage  in  April, 
amounting  to  Si 47,  has  been  referred  to  this  office.  This  voucher  ought  to 
have  been  included  in  your  accounts  rendered  for  expenditures  in  the  ‘‘re  ■ 
rnoval  and  subsistence  of  Indians/’  as  it  is  chargeable  to  the  same  fund.  It 
will  be  returned  to  you  by  the  Second  Auditor,  and  will  be  admitted  to  your 
credit  upon  its  being  presented  in  a proper  form,  and  embraced  in  your 
next  Indian  quarterly  account.  Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GODSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Captain  J.  P.  Taylor, 

Commis^y  Subsistence,  Louisville,  Ky, 


* Afterwards,  ihc  year’s  issues  was  to  commence  on  the  date  of  arrival  west. 
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Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  . ■ 

JVashingion^  September 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  referred  to  me  your  letter  to  him  of  Sd 
August,  to  act  upon  so  much  of  it  as  relates  lo  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws. 
On  the  13th  ultimo  the  appointment  of  special  agent  to  superintend  the  re~ 
moval  as  far  as  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  was  transmitted  to 
you,  with  instructions  in  case  you  accepted  it.  The  Secretary  of  War  haSj^ 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  copy  of  the  order  enclosed,  directed  the  two  compa- 
nies of  infantry  now  in  the  Choctaw  nation  to  be  detained  there  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  the  road,  recommended  by  you,  as  fg^r  as  the  Mississippi 
river. As  the  Indians  will  be  supplied  with  provisions  on  the  route  by  the 
different  agents  of  this  department,  I would  suggest,  in  order  to  prevent 
double  issues,  that  registers  be  made  of  all  who  are  transported;  and  that 
certificates  of  the  period  for  which  issues  are  made  be  given  to  the  captain 
of  each  company  at  the  time  of  drawing  rations. 

The  ration  will  consist  of  one  and  a half  pounds  of  beef  or  pork,  one  pint 
of  corn,  or  an  equivalent  of  corn-meai  or  flour,  with  two  qus^rts  of  salt  to  the 
hundred  rations. 

I wish  to  impress  it  on  your  mind,  that  I am  desirous  you  should  have 
the  entire  control  of  removal  and  subsistence  within  the  limits  stated  in  my 
communication  of  the  13th  ultimo.  I am  well  aware  of  the  impossibility  of 
conveying,  at  this  distance  from  the  scene  of  action,  any  thing  like  definite 
instructions;  and  therefore  wish  you  to  consider  yourself  as  invested  with 
full  powers  to  proceed,  in  all  matters  relating  to  this  business,  as  your  owp 
discretion  may  point  out. 

Duplicate  to  Choctaw  agency.  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  .S'. 

To  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines, 

DemopoliSj  %8,lahama. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  September  2,  1831. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  addressed  on  yesterday  to  Colonel 
Gaines,  and  a copy  of  an  order  directing  the  two  companies  of  infantry  now 
in  the  Choctaw  nation  to  open  a road  to  the  Mississippi. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

^ GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S 

To  Mr.  W.  S.  CoLQUHouN, 

Special  Indian  *^gent , Vicksburg^  Mi. 


(circular.) 

Office  Commissary  Generaj.  Subsistence, 

Washington.^  September  2,  1831. 

Sir  : The  Secretary  of  War  has,  this  day,  determined  that  the  rations  to 
be  issued  to  the  Indians  shall  be  as  follows  : I5  lbs.  fresh  beef  or  pork,  or 


* The  road  was  not  made  by  the  troops. 
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i lb.  salted  polrk;one  pint  o't  corn,  or  one  pound  of  eorn-nreal  or  wheat  flour; 
and  two  quarts  of  salt  to  the  100  rations. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

The  above  circular  was  addressed  to  the  following  persons  : 

Cob  George  S.  Gaines,  Demopolis,  Alabama  ; Captain  John  B.  Clark, 
Little  Rock ; Lieut.  J.  R.  Stephenson,  Hempstead  court-house;  Mr.  W. 
'S.  Colquhoun,  Vicksburg. 


Office  Commissary  General  Sobsistence, 

Washington^  September  5,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  26th  ult,  with  a bill  of  articles  shipped 
by  you  to  Capt.  Clark.  The  bill  is  returned  for  correction  in  the  following 
items  : li  dz.  6 qts.  milk  pans,  ^4  67  perdz.,  and  1 bri.  cover  25,  charg- 
ed by  you  V2  in  lieu  of  $6  48, ; 18  bolts  foF  wagon,  33  lbs.  at  I25,  oharg- 
’ed  ^4  25  in  lieu  of  S4  12L 

'Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G,  N.  , 

To  Captain  J.  P.  Taylor, 

Com,  of  Subs.  Louisvilte^  K-y. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington f September  5,  1831. 

Sir  ; Herewith  is  the  appointment  of  special  Indian  agent.  The  duties 
under  this  appointment  will  consist  in  aiding  the  superintendent  to  remove 
the  Choctaw  Indians  from  their  present  location  east  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
to  their  new  country  west  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

If  you  accept,  yoii  will  please  proceed  immediately  to  the  Choctaw 
Agency,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  where,  or  in  its  neighborhood,  you  will 
And  Col.  George  S.  Gaines,  superintendent  of  the  removal,  to  whom  you 
will  report  yourself  for  duty.  But  ns  Col,  Gaines  may  not  find  it  convenient 
to  accept  his  isppointment,  which  has  just  been  conferred  upon  him,  you 
will,  in  that  event,  which  you  will  ascertain  on  your  arrival  in  the  Choctaw 
country,  report  to  Mr.  W.  S.  Colquhoun,  special  agent,  whom  you  will 
find  at  Vicksburg. 

The  allowance  of  four  dollars  a day  will  commence  from  the  date  of  your 
advice  that  you  have  accepted  the  appointment. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

, ^ GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G,  S. 

To  Samuel  Gross,  Esq., 

Madison,  Indiana. 


Oi'Fics  Commissary  General  SuesivStence, 

Washington,  September  5,  1831. 

Sir  ; The  appointmcnl,  of  special  Indian  agent  h.as  this  day  been  forward- 
ed to  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Cross,  of  Madison,  Indi.ana.  Should  he  accept,  he 
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will  report  to  you  for  duty,  lie  has  been  directed  fo  go  to  the  Choctaw 
Agency,  at,  or  near  which  place,  it  is  presumed,  he  will  find  you.  Mr.  Col- 
quboun  and  Mr.  Cross  will  be  paid  by  you  four  dollars  a day,  the  pay  of 
the  latter  to  commence  from  the  date  of  his  acceptance,  with  \yhich  he  will 
furnish  you.  Each  of  these  gentlemen,  as  well  as  any  assistants  you  may 
appoint,  Will  be  entitled  to  a horse  and  forage,  witlf  which  you  ^dll  please 
to  supply  them. 

The  foregoing  information  and  instructions  are.  giten  you  on  (lid  supposi- 
tion that  you  may  have  accepted  the  appointment  transmitted  you  on  the 
13th  ultimo. 

Respectful!  v,.&c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  $, 

To  Colonel  Geo.  S.  Gaines, 

Demopolis^  Mahama.- 


Oefice  Commissary  General  Subsistence,' 

Washington^  September  7,  1831. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  request  that  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  of  the  6th 
United  States’  infantry,  may  be  detailed  for  duty  in  the  Subsistence  Depart-^ 
mentto  superintend  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaw  Indians, 
in  place  of  Captain  John  B.  Clark,  who  is  sick,  and  desires  to  be  relieved.  | 

Respectfully,  &e.,  m 

GEO.  GtBSON^  C.  G,  Si  j 

To  Hon,  Lewis  Cass,  . ■ 'y 

Secretary*  of  PFar.  .:| 


OefiUe  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

PFashingion^  September  9,  1831. 

Sir*  Captain  John  B.-  Clark,'  superintendent  ©f  the  removal  and  subsi®-^ 
lence  of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  has  requested  to  be  reMeved  from  that  doty. 
You  are  hereby  tendered  the  appointment,  and  an  order  is  enclosed  detail- 
ing you  for  that  service.  Should  you  ae'cept,you  will  proceed,  without  de- 
lay, to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory,  and  relieve  Captain  Clark,  who 
will  turn  over  his  funds  and  instructions  to  you. 

The  Choctaws,  in  number  about  twenty-five  thousand,  will  be  removed 
in  three  years— one-third  during  this  fall.  The  arrangements  for  the  re- 
moval hove  been  nearly  completed. 

Be  pleased  to  advise  me  of  your  determination  as  soon  as  passible  after 
the  reception  of  this. 

The  extra  allowance  for  this  service  will  be  two  and  a half  dollars  a day 
from  the  date  of  -acceptancejwith  a horse  and  forage  whilst  on  duty. 

Respeetfuliy,  &c.,' 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a.  G,  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

United  States'^  tdrmy,  Jefferson  Barracks, 
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Office  Commissary  General  SuEsrstEKCE, 

Washington^  September  9,  1831* 

Sir  : I have  received  your  several  cottimunications  desiring  to  be  relieved 
as  superintendent  of  the  reiilovai  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians,  and 
iregret  that  you  have  come  to  the  determination  no  longer  to  act  in  that  ca- 
pacity. In  consequence  of  the  urgency  of  the  wishes  expressed  by  you  on 
the  subject,  I have  hastened  to  select  an  officer  to  relieve  you,  and  have,  ac- 
cordingly, offered  the  appointment  to  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  of  the  sixth  in- 
fantry, now  at  Jefferson- Barracks. 

If  it  should  become  necessary  to  leave  your  duties  in  consequence  of  that 
officers  delay  in  arriving,  or  his  non-acceptance,  you  are  at  liberty  to -do  so, 
confiding  your  funds  and  instructions  to  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Ryan. 

You  will  deduct,  from  the  money  in  your  possession,  two  and  a half  dol- 
lars a day,  from  the  date  of  your  reception  of  the  order  directing  you  to 
proceed  to  the  west,  and  include  the  amount  in  your  account,  with  a pro- 
per voucher,  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  €.  G.  S: 

ITo  Captain  J.  B.  Clark, 

Superintending i Little  Rock, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

' Washington^  September 

Sir;  The  extra  allowance  for  youf  services  in  exploring  the  country 
through  which  the  Choctaw  Indians  will  pass,  with  a view  of  supplying 
them  with  subsistance,  is  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a day,  to  com- 
mence from  the  26th  January,  1831,  the  day  on  Which  you  informed  me 
you  would  leave  Cantonment  Gibson,  up  to  the  time  of  your  return  to  that 
post  in  April  last.  You  will  be  paid,  on  the  exhibition  of  this  letter  to  any 
agent  in  the  removal,  or  upon  transmitting  your  account  to  Captain 

Clark,  or  his  successor,  at  Little  Rock.  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  A. 

To  Lieutenant  L.  F.  Carter^ 

*dssisiant  Commissary  Subsistence^  Cantomnent  Gibsofi. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  September  9,  1831. 

Sir:  The  extra  allowance  for  your  services  in  the  removal  and  subsis- 
tence of  the  Indians  is  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a day,  to  com- 
mence from  the  date  of  the  order  directing  you  to  proceed  to  the  west  on 
that  duty.  You  will  be  paid  by  the  officer  superintending.  You  are  also 
allowed  a horse  and  forage  whilst  in  actual  service. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  S*  V,  R.  Ryan, 

digentj  Lillie  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  September  9,  183L 

Sir;  The  extra  allowance  for  your  services  in  llie  removal  and  subsis- 
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tenceof  the  Indian^  is  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a day,  to  commence 
from  the  1st  of  March,  1831,  the  [day]  on  which  you  informed  me  you 
would  leave  Cantonment  Gibson  for  the  new  Choctaw  country. 

You  will  pay  yourself  from  the  fund  in  your  possession,  and  render 
vouchers  accordingly.  You  are  also  allowed  a horse  and  forage  whilst  in 
actual  service.  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a,  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Hempstead  court-house. 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  Hugust  25,  1831. 

Sir:  The  duty  of  removing  and  subsisting  the  Emigrating  Choctaw  In- 
dians having  been  confided  to  this  department,  I am  fully  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  the  trust,  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  the  best  ener- 
gies of  the  department,  and  its  agents,  will  be  promptly  put  in  requisition 
to  fulfil  the  duties  thus  assigned.  To  effect  this,  it  is  essential  that  1 should 
have  able  and  responsible  assistants,  and,  to  obtain  such,  their  emoluments 
should  be  adequate  to  their  arduous  and  responsible  duties.  To  Captain 
John  B.  Clark,  as  superintendent,  I respectfully  recommend  a per  diem  al- 
lowance of  ^2  50,  and  to  Lieutenants  Stephenson  and  Ryan  25,  in  ad- 
dition to  their  pay  and  allowances  in  the  line,  to  commence  from  their  ac- 
ceptance of  their  agencies. 

On  the  ratification  of  the  Choctaw  treaty,  Mr.  William  C.  Easton,  of  this 
office,  was  charged  with  the  correspondence  and  the  examination  of  all  ac-  i 
counts  and  returns  of  all  the  agents  employed,  in  addition  to  his  proper  du- 
ties in  this  office.  His  salary  is  $800,  inadequate,  in  my  opinion,  to  his  | 
original  duties  and  services.  The  additional  duties  assigned  to  Mr.  Easton 
under  the  Choctaw  treaty  are  highly  important,  and,  it  is  but  justice  to  him 
to  say,  are  ably  and  diligently  performed.  | 

I respectfully  recommend  that  ^500  per  annum  be  allowed  to  Mr.  Eas-  ! 
ton  from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  Choctaw  treaty.  ; 

Respectfully,  ; 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a.  a.  s.  i 

To  Hon.  Le  w i s C ass,  • I 

Secretary  of  War. 

Approved,  September  (5,  1S31.  L.  Cass.  j 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  Sepiemher  15,  1S31. 

Sir:  I have  just  received  yourks  of  the  21st  August  in  relation  to  Colonel  i 
Wharton  Rector.  The  appointment  of  agent  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  I 
of  the  Indians  was  forwarded  to  that  gentleman  on  the  26th  July  last. 

He  undoubtedly  received  it  a few  days  after  the  date  of  your  letter.  You 
will  find  a copy  of  it  enclosed.  ^'Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  a ^9. 

To  Honorable  A.  H.  Sevier,  '■ 

Member  Congres.?^  Liiile  Back.  ' 
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Office  G.cM^nssAiiY  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  September  21,  1S3I. 

Sir:  I request  that  one  hundred  common  tents  may  be  placed  at  Vicks* 
b.urg,  Missisippi,  to  theorder  of  Mr.  W-  S.  Colquhoun,  special  Indian  agent. 
These  tents  are  for  the  use  of  the  women,  children,  sick,  and  decrepid,  of  the 
removing  Choctaw  Indians,  and  will  be  receipted  and  accounted  for  b}^  the 
abovenamed  gentleman.  Respectfully,  &g., 

GE:0.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  V. 

To  General  T.  S.  Jesup, 

Quartermaster  General. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  September  21,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  from  the  Choctaw 
Agency.  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines  was  appointed  on  the  12th  August, 
super! ntepdeqt  of  the  removal  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
instructions  were  sent  to  him,  (a  copy  of  which  will  be  found  herewith.) 
Letters,  with  copies  of  those  instructions,  have  been  addressed  to  you  at 
Vicksburg  and  Rankin.  By  them  you  were  directed,  if  Colonel  Gaines  did 
not  accept,  to  consider  his  instructions  as  your  own  ; and  that,  if  he  did  ac- 
cept, to  act  snderhis  orders.  I am  not  yet  informed  whether  he  has  accept- 
ed, but  have  now  little  doubt  of  his  having  done  so;  and  that  you  and  he  have 
by  this  time  a perfect  understanding  on  the  subject  of  your  duties.  7"hat 
query  in  your  letter  which  asks  how  much  each  horseman,  moving  himself 
over,  will  be  allowed  to  pay  his  way  through?  is  answered,  by  anticipation, 
in  the  ‘‘  circular/’  dated  12th  Auggst:  a copy  of  which  has  heretofore  been 
.sent  to  you,  is  now  enclosed.  The  “ pack-horses”  will  be  allowed  corn; 
but  the  Indians  cannot  take  their  horses  on  board  the  steamboats  as  far  as 
the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas.” 

With  regard  to  the  insufficiency  of  a pint  of  corn  for  a daily  bread  ration, 
no  alteration  can  be  made  in  that,  until  the  return  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  whom  the  thing  shall  be  submitted.  No  complaint,  however,  has  been 
made  by  the  Indians  issued  to,  by  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  in  the  new  coun- 
try. I have,  in  pursuance  of  your  recommendation,  required  of  the  Quar- 
termaster’s Department  one  Imndred  common  tents,  to  be  placed  to  your 
order  at  Vicksburg.  The  Superintendent  will  be  authorized  to  expend 
whatever  sum  may  be  necessary  to  furnish  hospital  stores.  He  will  also  be 
directed  to  procure  hard  bread,  to  be  deposited  at  Vicksburg  if  it  should  be 
deemed  necessary. 

I am  just  informed  at  the  Indian  Office,  under  the  supervision  of  which 
the  supplying  of  blankets,  &c.,  &c.,  has  been  placed,  that  the  blankets  to 
be  f irnished  to  the  Choctaws,  under  the  treaty,  have  been  sent  to  the  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  the  principal  part  to  Fort  Smith,  the  remainder  to  the 
new  country,  where  they  will  be  issued. 

You  ask  who  is  to  sign  the  provision  returns?  Who  is  to  sign  the 
certificates  to  vouchers,  and  to  order  their  payment?  The  ‘instructions” 
are  so  comprehensive  that  the  superintendent  will  feel  at  no  loss  as  to  these 
matters.  He  must  be  guided  by  circumstances. 
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I do  not  expect,  and  will  not  exact  from  him,  that  rigid  accountability 
which  characterizes  the  military  service. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  a letter  has  been  received  from  Colonel 
Gaines  accepting  the  appointment  offered  him.  You  will  consider  your 
orders  to  proceed  to  the  west  of  the  Misssisippi  river,  so  far  revoked  as  to 
remain  on  this  side,  and  act  under  the  direction  of  Gaines  as  long  as  your 
services  may  be  demanded  there. 

Colonel  Gaines  has  full  power  to  act  in  all  cases  not  expressly  provided 
for.  You  will  therefore  make  immediately  to  him  any  communications  and 
suggestions  relative  to  the  service  in  which  you  are  engaged.  It  is  not  now 
deemed  necessary  to  enclose  the  papers  before  alluded  to,  as  you  have,  no 
doubt,  seen  Colonel  Gaines’s  instructions,  or  received  one  of  the  copies  of 
them  sent  to  you  at  Vicksburg  or  Rankin. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 


To  Mr.  W.  S.  CoLQUHouN, 

Special  Indian  *dgent. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  September  23,  1S3L 

Sir:  Your  letter,  dated  the  3d  instant,  accepting  the  appointment  of  Su- 
perintendent, &c.,  is  received. 

The  remittance  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  five  thousand  to  be  deposited  in 
the  Branch  United  States’  Bank  at  Mobile,  and  five  thousand  in  the  State 
Bank  of  Mississippi,  at  Natchez,  has  been  made. 

The  sum  is  small,  considering  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied. 
I request  that  you  will  make  early  requisitions;  and  moneys  will  be  placed 
to  your  credit  in  any  bank  you  may  designate,  in  which  the  public  funds  are 
deposited.  The  money  is  charged  to  you  at  the  Treasury  as  superinten- 
dent of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws,”  and  you  will  draw 
or  check  as  such.  You  were  advised  on  the  5th  instant  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  special  agent  had  been  forwarded  to  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Cross,  and  that 
he  would  go  to  the  Choctaw  Agency  and  report  to  you. 

On  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Colquhoun,  one  hundred  common  tents 
will  be  sent  to  Vicksburg,  where  they  will  be  subject  to  his  order.  You 
can  devote  these  tents  to  the  use  of  the  sick  and  decrepid,  and  the  women 
and  children. 

You  will  please  to  keep  me  as  fully  informed  as  possible  upon  the  subject 
of  the  duties  of  your  appointment,  and  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  keeping 
the  superintendent  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  fully  apprized  of  all  your 
operations. 

Should  you  deem  it  necessary,  you  can  employ  a person  as  clerk,  who, 
when  not  thus  engaged,  may  apply  himself  to  some  other  part  of  the  ser- 
vice under  your  direction.  You  can  pay  him  whatever  you  may  deem  the 
worth  of  his  services. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines, 

Sitptriniendent^  Sf'C..  Choctaw  Agency, 
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ii,  Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  September  2%  1831. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  L.  F.  Carter,  acting  commissary  subsistence  at  Can- 
tonment Gibson,  employed  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year  in  exploring 
the  country  through  which  the  Indians  will  pass,  with  a view  to  furnish  . 
information  to  this  department  as  to  supplies  of  provisions,  has  been  told 
that  he  can  send  the  account  for  his  services  to  you  for  payment.  Should 
he  do  so,  you  will  pay  him  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a-day,  com- 
mencing on  the  26th  January,  1831,  and  ending  on  the  day  on  which  be 
shall  state  that  he  arrived  at  his  post. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

To  Captain  J.  B.  Clark,  GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  5. 

Svpetintending  removal,  Little  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  September  2Q,  \S^l. 

Sir:  Your  letter  from  Camp  Phoenix,  dated  15th  August,  is  received. 
The  duties  which  you  are  performing  are  by  no  means  to  be  a charge  on  the 
Quartermaster’s  or  any  other  department  of  the  military  service. 

You  will  charge  in  your  contingent  account  eight  dollars  a month  for  each 
of  the  horses  kept  by  you,  except  for  those  periods  during  which  they  were 
fed  from  the  public  crib,  up  to  the  date  of  receiving  this  letter.  I would 
prefer  that  you  should  purchase  horses,  and  pay  for  them  from  the  fund  in 
your  possession.  Issues  of  forage  will  hereafter  be  regularly  made  to  these 
horses,  and,  when  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  be  absent  on  duty,  you  will  take 
an  account  of  that  which  is  bought  for  them,  pay  for  it,  and  enter  it  on  your 
returns,  &c. 

' Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  G.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

• Jdgent,  ^'C.,  Hempstead  court Jioiise. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  September  27,  1831. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  direction  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  inst, 
to  select  an  officer  of  the  army  to  make  the  expenditures  for  the  subsistence 
and  transportation  of  such  of  the  Cherokees  living  within  the  chartered 
limits  of  Georgia  as  may  be  willing  to  accept  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
concluded  May  6,  1828,  with  the  Cherokees  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to 
join  their  countrymen  in  that  region,  I have  the  honor  to  recommend  for 
that  service  Captain  W.  L.  M’Clintock,  of  the  third  artillery,  and  that  an 
order  may  issue  relieving  him  from  duty  at  Fort  Preble,  Maine,  and  direct- 
ing him  to  report  to  me  at  Washington. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

'GEO.  GIBSON,  G.  G.  Y. 

To  the  Mon.  Secretary  of  War. 
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Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  October  IS,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  24th  and  26th  September,  accept-, 
ing  the  appointment  -^ent  you  on  the  9th  ultimo,  and  stating  that  you  would, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  proceed  to  Little  Rock,  at  which -it  is  pre- 
sumed this  will  find  you.  The  large  number  of  beef  cattle  that  will  be 
required  for  the  meat  ration  of  the  Indians,  may  raise  the  price  very  consi- 
derably in  all  the  country  through  which  they  will  pass,  and  near  to  where 
they  are  to  be  located.  It  is  suggested  that  this  effect  may  in  a great  mea- 
sure be  obviated  by  drawing  a portion  of  the  supply  from  ]V|issouri;  but 
what  portion,  the  time  and  the  manner  of  procuring  the  supply  are  entirely 
left  to  your  judgment  Respectfully,  &c., 

QKO.  GIBSON,  0.  G.  S, 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Superintending  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians^  Little  Rock, 


Office  Commissary  Genei^al  Subsistence, 

Washington^  October  19,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  26th  September,  and  an  estimate  for 
the  removal  of  six  thousand  Indians  as  far  as  V-icksburg.  |n  accordance 
with  the  request  contained  in  yours  of  3d  September,  five  thousand  dollars 
were  directed  to  he  deposited  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank  at  Mobile, 
and  a like  sum  in  the  State  Bank  at  Natchez. 

The  thirty  thousand  dollars  additional,  called  for  by  the  estimate,  will  ip 
the  same  manner  be  divided  between  these  two  banks;  and  requisitions  for 
this  amount  have  already  passed  the  Treasury. 

In  mine  of  the  23d  September,  you  were  informed  that,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  Mr.  Colquhoun,  one  hundred  common  tents  would  be  sent  to, 
Vicksburg,  where  they  are  no  doubt  by  this  time. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G, 

To  Col.  George  S.  Gaines,  , 

Superintending  rend  I and  sub.^  Choctaw  JJgency- 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  October  20,  1831. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  with  account  current  for  disbursements 
made  on  account  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  in  the  third 
quarter,  is  received. 

Voucher  No.  4,  abstract,  and  account  are  returned  for  correction.  In  the 
voucher,  ninety-three  barrels  of  flour,  at  621  per  barrel,  are  extended 
^337  12.  instead  of  ^244  12,  being  ninet3^-three  dollars  too  much.  And 
instead  of  a balance  due  you  on  the  account  of  ^29  42,  you  should  have 
made  yourself  indebted  to  the  United  States  ®63  .'^8.  Please  to  forward 
again  these  papers  as  soon  as  they  are  corrected. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 


To  Captain  J.  P.  Taylor, 

Commissar!/  Subsisfenee,  Louisville,  Ky, 
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Opi^icE  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  October  25,  1831. 

SiRt  Your  letter  of  tbe  3d  instant,  with  an  estimate  for  the  transportation 
and  subsistence  of  four  thousand  Choctaws  from  Vicksburg  to  Little  Rock, 
sent  to  this  office  in  conformity  to  the  request  of  Colonel  Gaines,”  has 
been  received,  and,  in  the  absence  of  General  Gibson,  submitted  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  by  whom  the  remittance  of  the  amount  required  is  autho- 
rized. You  will  therefore  receive  at  Vicksburg  the  draft  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  for  twenty-four  thousand  dollars,  on  the  Branch  Bank 
at  Natchez;  which  draft  you  can  negotiate  at  the  former  place. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

TH.  HUNT, 

for  Geo.  GibsoU)  C.  G,  S. 

To  William  S.  Colquhoun,  Esq., 

Special  Jigent,  Vicksburg. 


OFFtcE  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  November  1,  1S31. 

Sir:  Since  mine  of  the  25th,  by  which  you  were  advised  of  the  recep- 
tion of  your  letter  of  the  3d  ultimo,  with  the  estimate,  and  the  remittance 
of  the  money  thereon,  I have  received  a letter  from  Colonel  Gaines,  in 
which  he  states  that  he  had  instructed  you  to  forward  the  estimate,  and  re- 
quests me  to  place  the  money  to  his  credit  in  the  bank  at  Vicksburg.  This 
request  cannot  now  be  complied  with,  as  a draft  has  already  been  forwarded, 
and  the  money  charged  to  you;  but,  if  required  by  Colonel  Gaines,  you  will 
turn  it  over  to  him,  and  take  his  receipt  therefor,  which  you  will  transmit 
to  this  office.  Captitin  Clark  having  requested  to  be  relieved,^  Captain 
Jacob  Brown  of  the  6th  infantry  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  him,  and  has 
by  this  time  arrived  at  Little  Rock,  where  you  will  address  any  communi- 
cations you  may  have  to  make  to  him  on  the  subject  of  your  duties. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  William  S.  Colquhoun, 

Special  Agent,  Vicksburg. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  November  1,  1831. 

Sir:  On  the  24th  of  October,  a letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Colquhoun, 
with  an  estimate,  amounting  to  twenty-four  thousand  dollars,  for  the  trans- 
portation and  subsistence  of  four  thousand  Indians  from  Vicksburg  to  Little 
Rock,  including  the  ferriage,  &C.5  of  fifteen  hundred  of  them  through  the 
Mississippi  swamp  to  Hempstead  court-house,  Arkansas  Territory.  Mr. 
Colquhoun  included  in  his  letter  an  extract  from  yours  desiring  him  to  for- 
ward the  estimate.  From  this  extract  it  was  inferred,  as  well  by  this  de- 
partment as  by  him,  that  it  was  your  intention  to  have  him  charged  with 
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the  money.  This,  it  is  perceived  from  your  letter  ol  the  7th  ultimo,  sinc'^' 
received,  was  not  the  case^  as,  in  allusion  to  the  money  required  by  this  esti- 
mate, you  request  that  it  may  be  placed  to  your  credit  in  the  bank  at  Vicks- 
burg. The  remittance  was  immediately  directed  to  be  made  to  Mr.  Colqu- 
houn,  at  Vicksbtirg,  in  a draft  on  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  at 
Natchez.  This  draft  can  readily  be  negotiated  at  the  former  place.  The 
money  is  charged  to  Mr.  Colquhoun,  but  will  be  turned  over  to  you  by 
him,  or  disposed  of  as  he  may  be  directed  by  you. 

Captain  Clark  has  desired  to  be  relieved,  and  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  6th 
infantry,  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  him  as  superintendent  of  the  removal, 
&c.,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi.  He  has,  no  doubt,  reached  Little 
Rock. 

You  will  please  direct,  hereafter,  your  letters  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
moval to  him.  Respectfully,  &c., 

CEO.  GIBSON,  C.  a S. 

To  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines, 

Superintending,  Choctaw  Jigency, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  November  2,  183 L 

Sir:  1 ani  just  informed  that  the  instructions  of  the  agent  for  Valuing  the 
cattle  of  the  Choctaws  have  been  changed  by  the  War  Department.  He  is 
directed  not  to  value  all  of  them  at  once,  by  visiting  every  farm  at  this  time 
for  that  purpose,  but  to  execute  that  duty  whenever  a party  is  ready  to  re- 
move; previously  to  which,  those  of  the  party  who  are  desirous  of  disposing 
of  their  cattle  under  the  treaty  will  bring  them  together,  when  they  will  be 
examined,  and  such  as  are  fit  for  beef  turned  over  to  the  superintendent  or 
his  assistants. 

You  will  therefore  receive  such  of  the  cattle  as  may  prove,  upon  exami* 
nation,  to  be  fit  for  issue,  and  give  receipts  to  the  agent  for  them.  You 
will  also  instruct  your  assistants  accordingly. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines, 

Superintending,  Choctaw  *dgency. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  November  3,  1831. 

Sir:  The  Second  Auditor  has  referred  to  this  office  your  vouchers  fof 
transportation  of  yourself  and  Doctor  Baylor. 

The  service  in  Loth  cases  having  been  connected  with  the  removal  of  the 
Indians,  the  accounts  for  this  service  are  chargeable  to  the  Indian  fund,  out 
of  which  they  will.be  paid  by  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  superintendent,  &c., 
Little  Rock.  The  vouchers  will  be  retured  to  you  by  the  Second  Auditor. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  L,  F.  Carter, 

^dssistant  Commissary  Subsistence,  Cantonment  Gibson. 
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Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

IVashington,  November  3,  1S31. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  L.  F.  Carter,  assistant  commissary  at  Cantofunent  Gib- 
son, vvho  was  employed  under  my  orders,  in  the  vveslerri  parr  of  Arkansas 
Territory,  in  ascertaining  the  resources  of  that  country  for  the  supply  of 
the  emigrating  Indians,  will  forwaid  to  you  his  account  for  transportation, 
amouniing  to  ^104  70.  And  Doctor  Baylor,  assistant  surgeon  United 
Slates’  army,  employed  in  Colonel  Gaines’s  exploring  expedition,  has  been 
instructe«l  to  send  you  his  account  for  transportation,  amouniing  to  ^60, 
You  will  pay  both  of  these  accounts  out  of  the  Indian  fund. 

Kespectfullv,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Superintendent^  Little  Rock» 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  November  3,  1831. 

Sir:  A voucher,  amounting  to  ^60,  being  the  slim  paid  you  by  Lieutenant 
Carter  for  transportation  in  Colonel  Gaines’s  exploring  party,  will  be  re- 
turned to  that  office  by  the  Second  Auditor. 

Ynii  will  please  to  forward  your  account  for  the  abovenamed  service  to 
Captain  Jacob  Brown,  superintending  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the 
Indians  at  Little  Kock, 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Doctor  J.  W.  Baylor, 

Jissistant  Surgeon  U,  Stales’  Jirmy^  Cantonment  Gibson. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

• Washington,  November  4,  1831. 

Sir:  A report  made  by  Lieutenant  Ryan  to  Captain  Clark,  in  relation  to 
the  selection  of  proper  places  of  deposite  for  provi>ions  on  the  road  from 
Little  Rock  to  Cantonment  4 ovvson,  and  to  instructions  also  given  him  by 
Captain  Clark  to  examine  the  military  road  between  Washington  and  the 
Cantonment,  has  been  received,  under  cover  from  the  latter  gentleman,  dated 
5ih  October. 

Lieutenant  Ryan  recommends  the  building  of  three  bridges,  to  wit:  one 
over  the  Little  Cossetot,  one  over  the  Saline,  and  one  over  the  Big  Cossetot. 
And  he  has  made  a contingent  arrangement  with  J^^r.  Blankinship  for  the 
construction  of  the  first;  a.ioilier  with  Mr.  Holman  for  the  second;  and  with 
Doctor  McWilliams  for  the  third.  He  has  also  made  agreements  with  the 
first  and  vsecond  named  gentlemen  to  repair  parts  of  the  road. 

Further  repairs  are  also  contemplated  by  Mr.  Ryan  as  being  necessary, 
viz.  at  Plum  creek,  Mine  creek,  Little  river,  &c.,  together  with  the  short- 
ening ol  the  road  five  miles  by  cutting  a new  road,  and  thus  avoiding  the 
cut-olf  of  the  Little  rivei%  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  whole  route. 
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so 


Captain  Clark  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  make  the  expenditures  necessary 
to  effect  the  abovementioneci  objects;  but  recommends  them  as  bein^  of 
l^rcat  iniportaocej  and  not  costly.  You  will  proceed  to  have  these  bridges 
built,  and  repairs  made  immediately;  and  you  will,  further,  do  whatever 
more  may  be  considered  necessary  for  travelling  the  road  with  safety  and 
celerity.  The  improvements  will  of  course  be'.made  in  a sufficiently  dura- 
ble manner,  and  with  a proper  regard  to  economy.  I'lie  instructions  here- 
tofore given  to  Captain  Clark  are  deemed  to  be  of  such  a nature  as  to  cover 
every  possible  case;  but,  should  they  be  thought  of  not  sufficient  latitude, 
you  are  authorized,  in  any  emergency,  to  act  upon  the  suggestions  of  your 
own  judgment 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Bkown, 

Siipfg  removal  and  subsistence  Indians,  Lillie  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washing  ion,  November  5,  183l» 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  6ih  of  October,  enclosing  your 
accounts  current  for  the  2d  and  3d  quarters  of  the  year,  as  agent  in  the  re- 
moval and  subsistence  of  the  Indians. 

Respectfully.  &c.  n 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  S.  V.  R.  Ryan, 

^geni,  Lillie  Rock, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  November  7,  1831. 

Sir  i In  your  account  for  the  second  quarter  of  the  year,  for  expenditures 
for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians,  the  following  charge  is  made: 

To  amount  paid  Win  Douglass  on  account  of  his  services  in  taking 
charge  of  the  wagons,  ^70  00.’’ 

This  charge  is  not  entered  on  the  abstract  of  disbursements,  nor  is  there 
any  voucher  for  it 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Captain  J.  P.  Taylor, 

Com.  of  Sub,  Louisville,  Ky, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  November  9,  1831. 

Sir  In  your  account  for  expenditures  in  the  second  quarter,  voucher 
No.  3,  is  the  following  error  .* 

Reddick  Eason,  HI  bushels 'corn  for  U.  S.  horses,  at  621  cts.  g8  63 
Should  be'»-»*~*7  ISf 


Difference 
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The  balance  due  the  United  States  to  be  brought  forward  on  your  next 
account,  will,  therefore,  be  ^439  35,  instead  of  3§4?7  90o 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEd  GiBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  S.  Y.  R Ryan, 

^genty  fyc,  Lilth  Rock. 


Office  Commissahy  General  Subsistence, 

PVashinglon^  Naueniber  14,  IS31. 

Sir  : The  corn  part  of  the  Indian  ration  may,  after  the  reception  of  this 
letter,  be  increased  from  a pint  to  a quart,  or  to  any  intermediate  quantity, 
at  your  discretion  ; but  will  not  at  any  time  exceed  a quart. 

Duplicate  to  Choctaw  Agency. 

Respectfully,  &c  , 

GEd  GiBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Colonel  Geo  S.  Gaines, 

Superintending,  Vicksburg,  Miss, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  November  14,  1831. 

Sir  : The  corn  part  of  the  Indian  ration  may,  after  the  reception  of  this 
letter,  be  increased  from  a point  to  a quart,  or  loaiiy  intermediate  quantity, 
at  your  discretion  ; but  will  not  at  any  time  exceed  a quart. 

' Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Superintending,  ^'C,,  Little  Rock, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  November  IS,  1831. 

\ 

Sir:  By  special  order,  No.  130,  you  have  been  directed  to  proceed  to 
this  city,  and  report  to  me  for  duty  under  my  orders. 

The  President  of  the  United  Slates  is  desirous  of  removing  the  Chero- 
kees  from  within  the  State  of  Georgia.  Such  of  them  as  shall  accept  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  May,  l8iS,  with  the  Cherokees  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  will  be  transported  at  the  expense  of  the  /Government, 
under  tlie  superintendence  of  B.  F.  Curry,  esq.,  who  is  now  employed  in 
ascertaining  the  views  of  those  people,  and  in  arrangements  preliminary 
to  the  enterprise. 

To  this  department  has  been  confided  the  disbursements  which  vvill  be  at- 
tendant upon  llie  removal  and  subsistence  of  those  Indians,  and  you  have 
been  seh  cied  as  tne  agent  through  whom  to  make  them.  These  disburse- 
ments will,  however,  be  made  upon  the  requisitions  of  Mr.  Curry,  who  ^cts 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  by  whose  direc- 
tions, with  regard  to  transportatioa  and  provisions,  you  will  be  guided., 


Fiirlhcr  and  more  specific  instructions  will  be  given  you  as  soon  as  the  ^ 
department  is  apprized  of  the  facts  necessary  to  be  previously  known. 
These  it  can  only  procure  through  Mr.  CutTy  and  youi self. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  to.  the  Cherokee  nation,  and,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible after  you  arrive  there,  seek  and  cooler  with  Mr.  Curry,  and  pn»cure 
from  him  and  any  other  source  all  the  information  possible  with  regard  to 
the  olrjecis  of  yotir  appointment,  which  you  will  communicate  to  me.  Let 
your  reports  he  ire  queiit  and  circumstantial,  and  embrace  every  thing  that 
will  lend  to  enlighten  the  views  of  the  department.  . 

Funds  will  be  furnished  you;  as  to  which  you  will  a.scertain  the  best  mode 
of  supply,  and  the  j)laces  of  d(‘posite.  I have  directed  ten  thousand  dollars 
to  be  placed  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  of  the  United  States’  Batik  at  N,ash- 
ville,  Tennessee.  Further  sums  will  be  remitted  upon  your  requisitions, 
uh’ch  will  be  founded  on  estimates,  as  far  as  practicable  specific. 

Tlie  extra  allowance  for  your  services  will  be  two  dollars  and  fiftv  cents 
a clay,  commencing  with  the  date  of  the  reception  of  the  order.  You  will 
also  be  allowed  a horse,  (which  you  can  purchase,)  and  forage,  except  when 
travelling  under  circumstances  which  preclude  your  using  the  horse,  when 
the  rate  of  army  traiispoi  tation  will  be  paid  you,  your  accounts  for  ail  which, 
to  wit;  the  per  diem  allowace,  the  purchase  of  the  horse,  the  forage,  and  the 
transportation,  will  be  paid  out  of  the  money  supplied  you,  and  iucluiled  in 
the  accounts  rendered  by  you  to  this  department. 

Herewith  is  a set  of  blank  forms  of  provision  return,  account  current,  &c., 
&c.,  and  a copy  of  the  Secretary  of  VVar’s  instructions  to  Mr.  Curry. 

Respectfully,  &c  , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Captain  Wm.  L.  McCltntock, 

Agent  for  removal  ami  subsisfence  Cherokee  JadlanSf 
Washington  City. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  November  2\,  1831. 

Sib:  Letters  from  you,  dated  26th  and  27th  October,  have  been  received. 
The  former  asking  a remittance  of  twenty -five  tliousand  dollars,  which 
would  be  required,  exclusive  of  funds  on  hand,  to  meet  the  expenditures 
for  removal  and  subsistence;  but  embracing,  in  your  estimation,  the  contracts 
for  beef,  corn,  and  salt,  made  by  l.,ieutenant  Stephenson. 

The  latter  covering  throe  contracts  for  fresh  beef,  the  issues  under  which, 
you  slate,  will  be  commenced,  after  the  supply  contracted  for  by  Lieut. 
Stephenson  shall  be  exhausted.  Tliat  officer  has  several  thousand  dollars 
placed  to  his  credit  in  the  New  Orleans  Branch  Bank,  which  will  be  appli- 
ed to  the  payment  of  his  obligations  under  his  contract. 

As  it  is  believed  that  ready  money  will,  in  many  respects,  be  preferable 
to  bank  credits,  and  a favorable  opportunity  occurring  by  the  departure  from 
this  city  of  Major  F.  VV.  Armstrong,  agent  of  the  Choctaws  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  1 transmit  to  you,  by  him,  thirty-five  thousand  dollars.  I have 
instructed  this  gentleman  to  procure  the  above  amount  in  notes  of  the  Unit- 
ed States’  Bi’anch  Bank  at  Nashville,  a due  proportion  to  be  in  small  bills. 
I judge  it  expedient,  also,  that  Lieutenant  Stephenson  should  have  a consid- 
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erable  amount  in  cas1i.  That  money,  which  is  stated  above  to  be  deposited 
in  New  Orleans,  will  not  be  available  for  many  of  the  objects  for  which  he 
will  soon  need  funds.  I have  sent  him,  by  the  same  conveyance,  fifteen 
thousand  dollars.  His  situation  in  the  new  Choctaw  country  has  rendered 
it  necessary  for  him  to  make  disbursements  for  various  pnrjwses  connected 
with  the  subsistence  of  those  Iirdians  who  have  heretofore  emigrated  on  their 
own  resources,  and  located  themselves  on  the  waters  of  the  Red  river.  The 
great  body  of  the  emigrants  will  settle  on  or  near  the  same  waters.  His  ex- 
penditures will  consequently  increase;  and  I have,  for  this  reason,  made  to 
him  directly  the  transmission  of  funds  before  adverted  to. 

Advice  has  been  received  by  me  of  the  collection  of  several  thousand  In- 
dians by  Colonel  Gaines  and  his  assistants  and  of  the  march  of  large  num- 
bei*s.  You  are,  of  course,  properly  apprized  of  all  the  facts  necessary  to 
enable  you  to  provide  for  their  recepiion  at  the -different  places  of  landing. 
Among  these  Indians  there  will  be,  probably,  about  eight  hundred  or  one 
thousand  who  have  gone  over  under  my  circular  of  the  I2ih  August. 

They  will  be  paid  on  their  arrival  in  the  new  country  ten  dollars  ahead,  on 
certificates,  which  will  be  the  only  evidence  of  iheir  title  to  this  allowance. 

You  will  give  the  necessary  instructions  to  your  assistants  for  the  prompt 
paynseni  of  the  certificates;  anti  will  lake  such  precautions  as  may  be  thought 
proper  to  prevent  imposition. 

Respect  fully,  6ic., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  €.  G.  S, 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Sitj/g  removal  and  subsistence  Choctaws^  Lillie  Rock, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Wash hii^ion,  November  21,  1831. 

Sir:  T request  that  you  will  draw  from  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  amount  is  plac- 
ed to  your  credit  in  said  institution  by  my  direction. 

It  is  desirable  that  a due  proportion  of  this  money  be  procured  in  notes 
of  small  amount,  and  it  will  be  disposed  of  by  you  -as  follows:  thirty-five 
thousand  dollars  will  be  turned  over  to  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  superinten- 
dent of  the  removal  and  suh'?isieuce  of  (I  e Choc  aws  at  Liitle  Rock;  and 
fifteen  ihoiifiaiKl  dollars  to  Lieutenant  .1  R Stephenson,  agent  of  this  depart- 
ment near  Old  Fort  Towson,  for  which  sums  itiese  j».eiitlemen  will  respec- 
tively receipt  to  you.  'I  he  receipts  will  he  forwarded  by  you  to  me,  and, 
on  their  reception  at  this  office,  you  will  be  credited  on  the  books  of  the 
Tieasury  with  the  amount. 

Respectfidlv,  &c., 

♦ GEO.  GIBSON,  €,  G.  S, 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Choctaw  *^gent,  Nashville,  Tennessee, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Watshingfon,  November  23^  1831. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  Octobers  enclosing  account 
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current,  and  return  of  provisions  issued  to  Indians,  and  copies  of  five  con*  i 
tracts  for  corn.  The  originals  of  contracts  are  required  in  all  cases:  you  | 
will  forward  those  in  your  possession  as  soon  as  possible.  I 

The  rates  at  which  you  have  contracted  for  corn,  beef,  and  salt,  are  rauch  jj 
higher  than  I anticipated.  And  I will  approve  of  any  measures  you  may  i] 
deem  it.  prudent  to  take,  with  the  sanction  of  Captain  Brown,  in  increasing  ;j 
competition  among  those  on  whom  you  are  dependant  for  supplies,  or  for  It 
the  purpose  of  counteracting  their  schemes  of  monopoly.  l 

I am  advised  that  Colonel  Gaines  and  his  assistants  have  collected  several  ^ 
thousand  Indians;  and  that  the  emigration  this  fall  will  amount  to  about  i 
seven  thousand,  the  greater  part  of  whom  will  settle  on  the  waters  of  Red 
river.  Among  them  there  will  be  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand  who  ‘ 
move  over  on  their  own  resources,  under  my  circular  of  12th  August  last. 

Certificates  have  been  granted  by  Co'onel  Gaines’s  assistants  to  these  In* 
dians,  on  which  they  will  be  paid  ten  dollars  ahead  I have  instructed  the 
superintendent,  Cafitain  Brown,  to  lake  measures  to  pay  these  certificates 
promptly.  He  will,  accordingly,  dii’ect  you  how  to  proceed. 

The  Indians  (of  whom  you  say  there  are  now  under  your  superinten- 
dence four  hundred  and  seventy  seven.)  who  have  emigrated  at  their  own 
experise,and,probably,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  the  Govern-  \ 
merit  to  pay  them  the  commutation  before  alluded  to,  are  considered  equally  * 
entitled  to  it  with  those  who  may  go  over  expressly  on  condition  of  receiv- 
ing it.  You  are  authorized  to  pay  them,  and  all  others  similarly  circum- 
stanced, ten  dollars  each;  using,  however,  the  following  precautions,  and 
any,  be.'^ide,  that  you  may  deem  necessary  to  prevent  impost'me. 

Ascertain,  first,  the  fact  of  the  Indian  having  emigrated  after  the  date  of 
the  treaty,  27tli  September,  1830.  If  you  have  not  this  information  in  your 
own  pos.session,  it  may  be  furnished  by  Captain  McClellan. 

Secondly  That  he  has  not  come  over  at  the  expense  of  the  Government 
This  may  be  known  by  the  emigrant-rolls,  and  will  need  the  exercise  of 
great  care  and  circumspection. 

Thirdly.  'Fhat  he  is  not  one  of  those  who  have  been  certificated,  but 
who  has  sold  his  certificate  or  receiyed  payment  for  it. 

The  sub  age.it,  Captain  McClellan,  will,  no  doubt,  be  of  great  service  to 
you  in  t^’.e  pertormance  of  this  part  of  your  duty. 

By  mine  of  the  27lh  August,  which  you  had  not  received  at  the  date  of 
your  letter  now  at  hand,  you  are  advised  of  eight  thousand  dollars  being 
placed  to  your  credit  in  New  Orleaiis.  This  sum  was  intended  to  be  ap- 
plied to  aiiy  engage, nents  which  you  might  make  under  the  instructions 
contained  in  that  letter.  ♦ 

You  have  very  properly  anticipated  those  in.structions,  in  a great  measure; 
and  you  will  apply  to  Captain  Brown  for  any  amount  that  may  be  wanted 
under  your  coni i acts. 

I have  availed  myself  of  the  departure  from  this  city  of  j^lajor  F.  W. 
Armstrong,  agent  of  the  Choctaws  west’ of  the  Mississippi,  to  transmit  to 
you  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  Tnis  amount  will  be  handed  to  you  in  notes 
of  the  United  States’  Branch  Bank  at  Nashville,  Tennessee 

It  will  be  applicable  to  the  payments  under  the  circular, before  alluded  to, 
an  extract  froin  which  is  enclosed,  and  any  other  purposes  for  which  it  may 
be  required.  Respectfully,  &c  , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  *5^. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

m rammi^  vie  ilcmpsicad  camti^homsc. 
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Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 
i Washington^  November  24,  1831. 

Sir:  I advised  you,  on  the  21st  instant,  of  the  transmission  to  you  of  thir- 
I ty  five  thousand  dollars  by  the  hands  of  Major  F.  VV.  Armstrong,  Choctaw 
j agenia  Enclosed  will  be  found  a copy  of  a letter  addressed  by  me  to  Lieu- 
j teuant  Stephenson. 

If  you  have  not  a clerk,  you  are  authorized  to  employ  one,  who,  if  not 
sufficiently  occupied,  may  be  engaged  in  any  other  way  connected  widi  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians.  His  salary  will  be  fixed  at  what* 
ever  you  may  think  fair  for  the  services  performed. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Little  Rock. 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  November  30,  1S31. 

Sir:  I have  sent  an  extract  from  your  communication,  of  6th  September, 
to  Captain  J.  Brown,  who  has  relieved  Captain  Clark  as  superintendent  of 
the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws.  He  has  an  entire  discretion 
as  to  all  matters  relating  to  his  duties.  You  will  therefore  adv  se  wnth  him, 
(at  the  same  time  that  you  write  to  me.)  particularly,  with  respect  to  any 
thing  which  requires  immediate  action. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

•/^tcting  C.  S.,  Fori  Smith. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  November  30,  1831. 

Sir:  You  will  find  enclosed  an  extract  of  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains’s  letter 
to  me  of  the  6th  September  last,  respecting  repairs  of  a certain  store«house, 
which  he  recommends  should  be  made.  You  will  act  in  this  case  as  you 
may  deem  proper,  and  1 have  directed  Lieutenant  Rains  to  communicate 
immediately  with  you  upon  any  subject  relating  to  your  duties  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws,  particularly  where 
it  may  require  immediate  action. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Sup^g  remH  and  sub,  ChociowSf  Little  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  S,  1S3L 

Sir:  I have  received  the  letter  of  Captain  Clark,  (referred  by  you  to  me,) 
relative  to  the  order  given ‘him  by  Captain  Brown  to  proceed  to  New  Or- 
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leans  for  the  purpose  ©f  procuring  fen  thousand  dollars,  deposited  in  the  i 
Braroch  Bank  of  that  city  to  the  credit  of  the  former  as  suptrintendent  off 
the  removal  and  subsistence  of  ,the  Choctaws.  The  following  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Captain  Brown  will  explain  the  necevssity  of  the  abovementioned 
order.  [Here  follows  the  extract,  vide  Captain  B.’s  letter  dated  October 
2^th  ] 

Captain  Clarkes  letter  is  returned. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GKO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Major  General  A.  Macomi?, 

Commander  in  Chief  U.  S. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  10,  1831. 

Sir:  I enclose  an  account  presented  to  me  by  the  son  of  the  late  Mr. 
William  Douglass,  who  was  agent  for  the  delivery  of  wagons  to  you,  and 
copies  of  some  letters,  which  may  the  better  enable  you  to  report  upon  the 
case  submitted  to  you. 

Mr.  Doiigla.’^s  was  engaged  on  the  13th  June  last  by  Captain  Ta3dor,  at  | 
tliree  dollars  a day.  The  charge  lor  services  is  from  that  date  up  to  22d  |i 
Angost.  'I'here  is  another  charge,  composed  of  two  items — one  of  ^25,  > 
for  renewing  certain  fixtures  lost  by  the  transporters  of  the  wagons;  the  | 
oihir  of  S3o,  for  [lutiing  the  wagons  together.  ■ 

You  please  to  state  whether  the  charge  for  services  is  correct  as  ta,,j 
the  day  on  which  fehose  services  are  said  to  have  terminated;  and  also  what 
you  know  about  the  other  charge.  For  the  latter,  there  are  no  vouchers; 
and  it  is  supposed  that  the^^  cannot  now  be  obtained.  Your  certificate  as  to 
the  expenditure  of  the  money,  or  as  to  the  work  having  been  done,  will, 
however,  answer. 

The  twenty-five  dollars  w^ere,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Douglass’s  state- 
ment to  Captain  'Fay lor,  deducted  by  that  (tfficer  from  the  freight  bill;  and 
it  IS  very  clear  that  if  Mr.  Douglass  had  theariicies  supplied  at  nis  own  ex- 
pense, for  which  this,  deduction  was  made,  he  was  entitled  to  be  remune- 
rated. 

Mr.  Douglass  was  requested  by  you  (as  appears  from  your  letter  to  him 
of  Ibth  duly.)  to  come  to  Little  Hock  on  business  of  a public  nature.  Was 
he  employed  by  you,  independently  of  being  in  charge  of  the  wagons? 
Will  he  not  be  entitled  to  transportation,  as  the  journey  from  the  imnith  of 
White  river  to  Little  Rock  and  hack  again  was  mdde  on  public  business^ 

1 will  be  obliged  by  your  early  aiteniion  to  the  above. 

Respectfully,  &.c. 

GEO,  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Capt.  J.  B.  Clark, 

Third  Infantry,  Camp  Pheenix, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  12,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  lOih  and  1 1th  November,  com- 
municating inteiligeoce  of  the  reiBOvai  of  several  bodies  of  Choctaws  west- 
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ward.  Colonel  Rector  has  applied  to  me^  through  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sevier,  for 
a public  horse.  I believed  that  it  was  within  the  range  of  your  predeces- 
sor’s po^vers  to  supply  him  with  one,  without  specific  instructions. 

You  are  authorized  to  supply  each  of  your  principal  assistants  with  a 
public  horse  and  forage,  in  all  cases  where  they  may  be  necessary. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Captain  JacoIb  Brown, 

Supt’g  removal  and  subsistence  Choctaws^  Little  Rock, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 


Washington^  December  12,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  note  of  yesterday  in  relation  to  Colonel  Rec- 
tor, with  his  letter  to  you  on  the  subject  of  his  being  provided  with  a public 
horse,  forage,  &c. 

I was  under  the  impression  that  it  was  in  the  powers  of  the  superintendent 
stationed  at  Little  Rock  to  supply  Colonel  Rector  with  a horse  and  forage, 
and  I have  instructed  him  to  do  so. 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  Colonel  Rector’s  letter  is  retu|’ned  to 
you. 


Respecttully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON, 

' To  Hon.  A.  H.  Sevier, 

House  of  Representatives. 


C.  G.  S, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  17,  1831. 

Gentlemen:  Mr.  Sevier  has  sent  to  me  your  letter  dated  10th  October, 
on  the  subject  of  supplying  corn  for  the  use  of  the  emigrating  Indians.  It 
is  impossible,  at  this  distance,  to  put  a proper  estimate  upon  the  resources 
of  your  country  as  relates  to  its  means  of  furnishing  subsistence.  I have 
therefore  conferred  upon  the  superintendent,  Captain  J.  Brown,  full  powers 
in  regard  to  its  procuration.  Any  proposition  addressed  to  him  will  no 
doubt  receive  immediate  attention. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  Y. 


To  R.  C,  Byrd  & Co., 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  19,  1831, 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  from  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains,  acting 
commissary  subsistence,  and  commanding  detachment  sent  from  Canton- 
ment Gibson  to  repair  the  store-houses  at  Fort  Smith. 
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The  one  hundred  barrel  of  pork  of  whidh  he  Speaks  were  sent  to  that 
place  early  in  the  present  year,  for  the  purpose  of  being  issued  to  Indians. 

Respectfuliyj  &e., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

'Fo  Captain  Ja'coe  Bkown, 

Supt'g  removal  and  subsistence  Choclaivs,  Litile  Rock, 


Ot^-FICE  CoMMtSSAKY  GeneHAL  StTES■ISTE^'CE, 

PFas/iingion^  December  28^  lS3i. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  23d  instant  in  relation  to  the  travel- 
ling forge.  As  it  is  intended  for  celerity  of  movement,  it  will  be  drawn  by 
horses.  You  \vill  please  have  harness  complete  for  a learn  of  four,  and 
strip  the  wtioleas  soon  as  completed,  to  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  superititen- 
dent  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws,  Little  Rock,  and  notify 
me  of  the  same. 

Respectfully.  &c.. 


GEO.  GIBSON,  a G,  N, 


To  Major  R,  L Baker, 

Ordnance  Service,  Piitsbui'gh,  Pm 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  29,  iSSl.- 

Sir:  I have  under  construction  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  a travellingj  ■ 
forge,  with  harness  for  four  horses,  which,  when  completed,  (and  it  will 
be  so  in  three  or  four  weeks.)  I have  requested  Major  Baker  to  ship  you  at 
Little  Rock, 

T\\q  forge  is  designed  to  be  placed  by  you  on  wlialever  line  of  operatiornl  j 
you  may  deem  best.  It  will  certainly  facilitate  the  business  of  removal  and  ;; 
subsistence,  on  account  of  the  celerity  with  which  it  may  be  moved  from  ri 
place  to  place;  and  it  may,  in  a great  measure,  remedy  the  disasters  conse- 
quent upon  the  breaking  down  of  wagons,  and  the  loss  of  the  shoes  and  the  ' 
gear  of  horses. 

Respeclfuliv,  &c. . 

GEO.  GIBSON,  0,  G,  S, 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  i 

Superintending  removal  and  sub.,  Little  Rock.  \ 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsist eisX’E,  ;; 

TFushington,  December  30,  153L  f 

Sir:  Letters  of  the  1st,  10th,  and  Illh  December,  are  at  hand.  The  first  | 
encloses  abstracts,  provision  returns,  &c. , and  the  second,  a statement  show- 
iijg  the  disposition  of  the  funds  entrusted  to  you.  I have  required  a remit.^  [ 
lancc  to  be  made  to  yoti  of  five  thousand  dollars.  • In  making  up  your  ac-  | 
counts,  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  include  the  receipts  and  expenditures  ' 
of  their  respective  quarters,  to  wit:  the  quarter  ending  30th  September, 
nd  that  ending  31  si  December. 
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ill  the  a'bsence  of  Col.  Gaines  jou  will  be  considered  the  superintendent 
on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  You  will  therefore  take  such  measures, 
vgenerally,  as  may  be  deemed  most  effective  in  promoting  the  great  object 
which  the  Government  has  in  view. 

No  particular  instructions  can  now  be  given  you.  ■ 

Your  knowledge  of  the  intentions  of  this  department,  and  your  experi- 
ence in  the  duty  in  which  you  are  engaged,  will  suggest,  for  the  present, 
the  course  you  are  to  pursue.  You  will,  as  heretofore,  keep  me  informed 
of  every  matter  of  interest. 

I am,  so  far,  entirely  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  enterprise 
has  been  conducted,  and  cannot  but  anticipate  success  for  the  future  opera- 
tions. 

Resjieetfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S\ 

To  Captain  Wm.  S.  Colquhouk", 

Special  Indian  agent  Jhy"  Choctaws^  JGckshnrg, 


Office  Co^sIMissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  Janiiaj'y  3,  1832. 

Sir:  i have  received  your  letter  of  the  71h  ultimo  from  Knoxville,  and 
of  the  16th  from  Calhoun.  The  information  communinated  by  you,  and 
that  received  at  the  Indian  office  from  Mr.  Curry,  leave  no  doubt  of  a con- 
siderable emigration  in  the  course  of  the  winter. 

It  will  therefore  be  proper,  in  my  opinion,  to  take  such  measures  as  will 
insure  the  requisite  supply  of  provisions.  The  providing  of  transportation 
and  provisions  js  strictly  your  duty:  and  though,  according  to  your  previous 
instructions,  they  are  to  be  furnished  on  the  requisition  of  the  superintend- 
ent, still  it  is  not  to  be  implied  that  you  are  not  to  use  all  your  efforts, 
guided  b}"  a discriminating  foresight,  to  forward  the  interests  of  the  service; 
having  in  view  an  uninterrupted  co-operation  with  the  gentlemen  with  whom 
you  are  acting.  Without,  then,  w^aiting  for  the  formality  of  a demand,  it 
will  be  proper  for  you  to  consult  Mr.  Gurry  whenever  it  is  necessary  to  act 
in  anticipation  of  his  requirements. 

The  means  by  which  you  have  prociired  funds  are  approved.  You  are 
at  liberty  to  pursue  any  course  for  this  purpose  that  may  be  safe,  until  some 
better  method  occurs  than  any  of  which  you  can  now  avail  yourself 

You  request  special  instriiclions'^  to  guide  you  in  making 
of  money. 

It  )s  presumed  you  allude  to  the  placiiig  of  money  into  the  hands  of  irr'C- 
sponsible  persons  for  services  not  rendered,  or  for  the  purpose  of  disburse- 
ment. On  this  subject  you  must  be  guided  by  your  own  vievvs  of  expedi- 
ency. Where  a necessity  may  occur  of  putting  in  the  hands  of  others  a 
portion  cf  the  funds  charged  to  you,  a credit  vuli  be  given  you  on  their  re- 
ceipts. But  it  were  to  be  wished  tliatthe  greatest  caution  be  observed,  and 
that  such  confidence  be  alone  placed  in  such  assistants  as  may  be  appointed 
to  aid  jmu. 

You  inquire  ‘‘  under  what  emergencies’^  you  “ may  be  allowed  to  pro- 
cure supplies  without  waiting  the  process  of  proposals?’’  I cannot  on  this 
subject  instruct  you  specificalJy.  If;  U desirable,  generally,  that  supplies  be 
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received  under  .contracts|  but,  in  making  these,  you  will  be  governed  by 
circumstances.  Where  purchasing  is  to  be  preferred,  you  will  buy.  This 
will  always  be  the  case  when  there  is  an  immediate  demand.  The  same  re- 
mark will  apply  in  substance  to  the  procuring  of  transportation. 

It  is  contemplated  by  the  War  Department  that  Mr.  Curry  shall  accom- 
pany the  first  detachment  of  Indians.  I intended  that  you  should  do  this;  but 
it  may  not  be  advisable  for  both  of  you  to  go.  Consult  with  Mr.  Curry  on 
the  subject,  and  I will  approve  of  the  decision  which  you  may  make. 

Respectfully,  &c  , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G. 

To  Captain  W.  L.  McClintock, 

nMgeiii  in  rem^l  and  sub,  Cherokees,  Calhoun^  Ten. 


Office  Comb!iss4ry  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  January  6,-  1838, 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  20th  December,  with  an  estimate  for  the  transporta- 
tion and  subsistence  of  five  hundred  Cherokees,  was  received  yesterday. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  this  estimate,  and  the  commutation  of  ®15  SO 
each,  to  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  Indians  who  will  convey  themselves, 
being  greater  by  nearly  five  hundred  dollars  than  the  amount  of  money  in 
your  possession,  I deem  it  prudent  immediately  to  have  more  funds  placed 
to  your  credit  at  Nashville;  and  have  accordingly  required  five  thousand 
dollars  to  be  deposited,  subject  to  your  order,  in  the  United  States’  Branch 
Bank  in  that  city. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G-,  S. 

To  Captain  Wm.  L.  McClintock, 

*.dgeni  for  removal  and  subsistence  Cherokees^  Calhoun^  T 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington.  January  21,  1832. 

■ Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  1st  and  6th  instants,  and  your  ac- 
count current  and  vouchers  for  fourth  quarter  1831. 

The  balance  due  on  this  account  is  „ - ~ 

To  which  add  deposite  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank  at 
Nashville,  of  which  you  were  advised  on  the  6th  instant, 

Due  the  United  States,  - . „ - ^ 


Respectfully,  &c,, 

GEO.  GIBSON, 

To  Captain  Wm.  L.  McClintock, 

Agent  removal  and  subsistence  C/ierokees,  Calhoun^  T, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  January  21,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  22d  December  is  received.  The  detail 
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i|  of  your  operations  is  satisfactory,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  gratified  with 
the  success  which  has  attended  them.  I had  previously  been  informed  by 
I Captain  Colquhoun,  and  afterwards  by  Captain  Brown,  of  the  unusual  seve- 
; rity  of  the  winter  in  that  country,  and  of  the  sufferings  of  the  Indians  in 
consequence. 

But  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  weather  has  become  milder  there, 
from  a very  favorable  change  that  has  taken  place  here  within  the  last  ten 
;|  or  twelve  days;  and  that  this  circumstance,  with  the  assiduity  of  Captain 
] Brown  and  his  assistants,  will  enable  the  Indians  to  reach  their  new  homes 
ii  much  sooner,  and  with  greater  comfort,  than  might  have  been  anticipated. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

“GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.W. 

To  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines, 

Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence 

Choctaws^  Demopolis^  adlaJ 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  February  1,  1832. 

Sir:  The  Quartermaster  General  has  referred  to  me  Captain  Brant^s 
voucher  for  ^42  72,  paid  you  for  transportation  of  baggage  from  Jefferson 
barracks  to  Little  Rock,  in  pursuance  of  special  order  of  8th  September 
last,  detaching  you  for  duty  in  this  department  as  superintendent  of  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws. 

All  expenditures  connected  with  the  duty  in  which  you  are  engaged  will 
be  paid  out  of  the  Indian  fund.  You  will  therefore  pay  yourself,  and  in- 
troduce a proper  voucher  for  the  amount  above  stated,  in  your  next  account. 
Captain  Brant^s  voucher  will  be  returned  to  him. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

» Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence,  Little  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Waskmgton,  February  3,  1832. 

Sir:  The  vouchers  for  the  expense  of  transporting  Indian  horses  from 
the  old  to  the  new  Cherokee  country,  paid  by  you  on  the  order  of  the 
superintendent,  do  not  show  why  there  should  be  a seeming  irregularity  in 
these  payments.  For  instance,  why  one  man  should  be  paid  for  more 
horses  than  another.  In  your  letter  of  20th  January  you  say  that  you  ^^have 
adopted  the  plan  of  ordinary  accounts,  supported  by  a general  requisition 
or  vvarrant  from  Mr.  Curry,  &c.^^  In  the  eases  above  alluded  to,  the  order 
of  Mr.  Curry  ought  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  transaction;  so  that  the 
Accounting  officers  may  have  no  difficulty  in  passing  your  vouchers.  It 
will  be  well  in  future  to  make  ever))  voucher  perfectly  explanatory  on  its 
face. 

The  Indians  who  are  transported  by  the  Government  will  be  permitted, 
according  to  your  estimate,  and  that  of  Mr,  Curry  alsOj  to  carry  baggage*. 


[ 51%  ] 


62 


And  those  who  wdl  go  over  in  their  own  way  will  be  allowed  a commuta-J 
tion  more  than  equal  to  what  the  other  mode  of  removal  will  cost  the  j 
United  States.  It  would  then  appear  that  the  Indians  are  completely  pro- 
vided for  by  both  methods  of  removal. 

These  remarks  are  suggested  from  the  fact  that  the  horses  above  alluded 
to  may  have  been  employed,  and  therefore  paid  for  as  baggage  horses.  But, 
if  so,  whose  baggage  would  they  be  employed  to  transport.^  Not  that  of 
the  Indians  removed  by  the  United  States,  for  their  baggage  goes  with  them. 
And  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  these  horses  would  be  employed  to  carry 
the  baggage  of  Indians,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  are  allowed  a commuta- 
tion; which,  according  to  the  superintendent's  estimate,  is  equal  to  what  the 
other  mode  of  transportation  costs  to  the  Government,  and  surely  must 
have  been  intended  to  cover  all  expenses. 

I will  be  glad  if  you  will  inform  yourself  on  these  points,  It  will  be, 
of  course,  proper,  in  the  commencement  of  what  may  be  a very  large  pe- 
cuniary expenditure,  to  establish  firmly  the  grounds  of  procedure,  that  ail 
future  embarrassment  may  be  thereby  avoided. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  €.  G.  SV 

To  Captain  Wm.  L.  McClintoce, 

removal  and  subsistence  Cherokees^  Calhoun j T.r 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

JVashmqion,  February  7,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  December,  enclosing  copies  of  contracts  made 
by  you  for  beef  and  salt,  and  the  petition  of  the  Indians  to  be  furnished  with  the 
supply  of  beef  to  w^hich  they  may  be  entitled  for  the  remainder  of  the  year 
after  their  arrival,  on  the  hoof  and  at  once,  is  received.  Your  compliance 
with  the  wish  of  the  Indians  is  not  objected  to;  but  you  will  be  cautious 
in  making  any  issues  beyond  those  wanted  for  itnmediate  subsistence,  lest  the 
Indian,  in  his  improvidence,  may  be  seduced  by  the  cupidity  of  speculators 
to  part  with  his  property.  I am  rather  opposed  to  issues  in  advance:  but 
where,  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  of  which  you  must  judge,  there 
can  be  no  danger  of  loss  to  individuals  from  the  impositions  of  either  chiefs 
or  white  men,  and,  where  there  would  be  a manifest  advantage  resulting 
from  that  course,  you  can  pursue  it. 

The  Indians  who  are  now  going  over  will  be  much  employed  in  building 
cabins  and  clearing  ground  during  some  months,  and  will  pot  have  time  to 
take  care  of  cattle.  This  is  a strong  reason  why  they  ought  not  to  havQ 
any  inducement  to  act  improvidently,  which  the  possession  of  cattle  might 
create.  With  these  remarks  the  thing  is  left  to  you;  but  it  will  be  proper 
in  thivS,  as  in  all  other  matters,  to  consult  with  Captain  Brown,  to  whom  a 
copy  of  this  letter  and  of  yours  will  be  forwarded  by  me. 

In  acknowledging  the  reception  of  copies  of  contracts  heretofore  sent  to 
me,  you  are  informed  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  the  originals. 
Your  accounts  current  cannot  be  settled  at  the  Treasury  without  them. 

I am  happy  to  learn  that  it  is  your  opinion  that  “every  arrangement  is 
made  for  the  reception  of  the  emigrants, of  whom,  from  information  re- 
cently received,  a large  number  has  recently  arrived  in  your  neighborhood. 


6^ 


[ 


You  will  write  fttjqiiently,  that  I may  be  fully  acquainted  with  the  progress 
of  tne  emigration  and  settlement  in  the  quarter  in  which  you  are  stationed. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

^figent  in  remU  and  subsistence^  Cantonment  Towson. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  February  11,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  I'ecfeived  yours  of  the  6th  instant,  and  a statement  of  the  cost 
of  the  travelling  forge  from  the  Ordnance  Department.  The  amount, 
67,  will  be  immediately  remitted  to  you  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States.  As  this  money  iis  charged  to  you  for  disbursements,  ‘‘on 
account  of  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, you  will  please  make  out 
an  account,  and  fol’ward  it  to  me. 

The  forge  is  intended  to  be  employed  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi. 

I will  thank  you  to  have  it  transported,  by  the  first  conveyance,  to  the 
mouth  of  White  river  or  t)ld  Post  Arkansas,  (the  latter  is  preferred,)  to  the 
address  of  Captain  dacob  BroWn,  who  will  pay  the  freight,  and  ail  other  ex- 
penses attendant  on  the  transportation,  as  to  the  amount  of  which  you  will 
please  to  advise  him. 

You  will  please  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  promptitude  with  which  you 
have  rendered  a service  to  my  department. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  6: 

To  Major  R.  L.  Baker, 

U.  S.  dl.f  Pittsburgh,  Pa, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  P'ebruary  11,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  20th  and  29th  December,  and  4th,  11th,  and 
12th  January,  are  received.  I have  read  with  regret  the  information  which 
all  of  them  convey  d.s  to  your  Want  of  funds.  I had  the  most  earnest  de- 
sire to  supply  you  with  an  adequate  amount,  and  in  time  to  meet  every 
demand^  and  I pursued  that  course  that  recommended  itself  most  strongly, 
and  seemed  best  calculated  to  attain  these  ends. 

Major  Armstrong’s  departure  immediately  for  the  new  Choctaw  countrj^ 
and  the  fact  of  both  Captain  Clark  and  yourself  having  recommended  a re- 
mittance of  cash  in  preference  to  making  bank  deposites,  induced  me  to 
solicit  him  to  be  the  bearer  of  ^^35,000  to  you,  and  >^15,000  to  Lieutenant 
Stephenson. 

He  consented  to  do  so  somewhat  reluctantly,  and  only  because  of  the  ser- 
vice which  he  was  told  would  be  thus  rendered  to  the  department. 

Until  I received,  a few  days  since,  a letter  from  Major  Armstrong,  1 had 
no  doubt  that  you  were  in  the  receipt  of  the  money  by  the  middle  of  De- 
cember. This  letter,  however,  explains  satisfactorii]/  the  cause  of  the  delay, 
and  telliri  me  th.at  you  should  have  the  funds  on  the  ^5t.h  of  January,  three 
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days  after  the  date  of  your  latest  letter.  I trust  that  this  was  the  case,  and' 
I assure  you  that  no  such  misfortune  shall  again  befall  the  service;  for  I will 
take  care,  beyond  the  possibility  of  a doubt,  to  place  you  without  the  reach 
of  pecuniaiy  want. 

The  reports,  &o.,  unfavorable  to  the  removal,  and  calculated  in  your  opi- 
nion to  be  detrimental  to  it,  are  no  doubt,  as  you  think,  the  schemes  of 
mere  speculators,  and  need  not  be  regarded  for  a moment.  The  department 
will  continue  to  prosecute  with  energy  the  great  undertaking,  and  only  ask 
of  you  and  your  assistants,  what  it  feels  every  assurance  of  receiving,  your 
best  efforts  to  promote  its  success. 

I have  directed  a deposite  of  S20,000  to  be  made  to  your  credit  in  the 
Branch  Bank  at  New  Orleans.  This  amount,  with  the  §35,000  per  the 
hands  of  Major  Armstrong,  fills  your  estimate,  to  wit,  §55,000  for  the  first 
quarter.  You  will  make  your  estimates  as  early  as  possible.  Major  R.  L. 
Baker  will  send  to  you  from  Pittsburgh  a travelling  forge.  It  will  be  land- 
ed at  the  mouth  of  White  river  or  at  Old  Post  Arkansas.  You  will  make 
arrangements  at  both  places  to  pay  the  freight,  &c.  It  will  possibly  arrive 
nearly  as  soon  as  this  letter.  You  will  employ  the  forge  on  any  line  of 
operations,  or  where  you  may  think  best. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G,  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

SaperH  remH  and  sub,.  Little  Mock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^ 

Washington,  February  11,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  yesterday,  with  Major  Baker’s  statement 
of  the  cost  of  a travelling  forge.  The  amount,  to  wit,  §270  67,  will  be 
immediately  remitted  to  him. 

Respectfully,  &C.5 

GEO.  GIBSON, ^ e.  G.  S. 

To  Colonel  Geo.  Bomford, 

Ordnance  Department. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  February  15,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  received  from  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Ste^ 
phenson,  and  of  the  reply. 

Resoectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  8. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Superintending  remU  and  sub.,  Little  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  February  16,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  returned,  according  to  the  request  in  your  letter  of  the 
4th  instant,  just  received,  Mr.  Cheatham’s  proposal  to  furnish  a steamboat 
to  transport  the  Cherokee?.. 
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In  every  engagement  which  may  involve  uncertain  expenditure,  or  in 
ivhich  there  may  be  any  contingencies,  ydu  will  make  a contract. 

In  the  case  above  referred  to,  there  are  many  things,  as  stated  in  the  pro- 
posal, about  which  there  might,  in  the  settlement,  arise  much  difference  of 
opinion;  whilst  in  a contract,  all  these,  and  other  matters  besides,  could  be 
provided  for:  thus  putting  out  of  doubt  the  intentions  of  the  parties,  and 
rendering  an  easy  and  amicable  adjustment  of  accounts  almost  unavoidable. 
As  soon  as  a contract  is  made  let  it  be  forwarded  to  me. 

The  employment  of  a store-house  assistant  is  approved. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  W.  L.  McClintock, 

Jigentj  ^c,<i  Cherokees^  Calhoun^  T, 


Oi-FicE  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  February  16,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  hand  you  the  accompanying  statement,  made  iii 
obedience  to  a resolution  passed  in  the  Senate  on  the  12th  January. 

Of  the  amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  Treasury  on  account  of  the  re- 
moval and  subsistence  of  IndiaOvS,  about  sixty  thousand  dollars  were  remit- 
ted previously  to  the  end  of  the  third  quarter  of  1831,  nearly  all  of  which 
is  accounted  for. 

The  subsequent  remittances,  amounting  to  more  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  were  intended  to  provide  for  the  active  operations  that  have 
taken,  and  are  now  taking,  place,  and  to  meet  engagements  made  by  the 
agents  for  large  quantities  of  corn  and  beef  for  the  subsistence  of  the  IndianSj 
according  to  treaty  stipulations,  during  the  year  after  their  arrival  at  their 
new  homes. 

A portion  of  the  last  mentioned  amount  was  expended  in  the  4th  quarter; 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  it,  which  have  scarcely  yet  reached  the  dis- 
bursing agents,  are  charged  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  to  Major  F.  W. 
Armstrong,  Choctaw  agent,  who,  being  about  to  proceed  in  November  last 
to  the  new  Choctaw  country,  undertook,  at  my  request,  to  procure  that  sum 
in  notes  of  the  Branch  Bank  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  which  city  lay  in  his 
route,  and  to  transfer  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  to  Captain  Brown,  and 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson, 
j Such  is  the  nature  of  this  service,  and  the  great  distance  at  which  it  is 
carried  on,  that  large  advances  of  money  were  absolutely  indispensable  to 
! effect  the  objects  of  the  Government.  In  making  these  advances,  little  re- 
I gard  could  be  had  to  the  usage  of  the  department  in  ordinary  cases,  to  wit, 

1 the  exaction  of  the  settlement  of  one  quarter’s  expenditures  before  the  means 
I of  meeting  those  of  another  were  remitted.  Thus,  large  balances  appear 
I against  individuals  who  have  expended  a part  of  such  apparent  balances, 
and  have  hardly  received  the  remainder,  being  an  accumulation  against 
them  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  generally,  of  two  entire  quarters’  ex- 
I penditures,  the  accounts  for  the  first  quarter  not  having  arrived  prior  to  the 
I necessity  of  providing  the  disbursing  officers  with  funds  for  the  next.  But 
I there  can  be  no  doubtj  from  the  high  standing  of  the  superintendents  and 
I 9 
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agents,  and  the  faithful  execution  of  other  and  important  trusts  which  have 
before  been  confided  to  them,  that  their  pecuniary  responsibilities  will  be 
speedily  and  satisfactorily  adjusted. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  agents  was 
graduated  as  nearly  as  possible  to  that  of  the  disbursing  staff  officers;  and, 
when  the  expense  and  privation  to  which  they  are  liable  are  taken  into  con- 
sideration, it  will  not  be  deemed  too  high. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War, 


Office  Commissary  GeneraI  Subsistence, 

Washington^  February  20,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  hand  you  four  documents,  marked 
B,  C,  and  D,  compiled  from  the  records  of  this  department  in  consequence 
of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  26th  of  January 
last. 

A,  consists  of  copies  of  letters  embracing  the  instructions  given  to  the 
agents  employed  under  my  direction  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the 
Choctaw  Indians. 

B,  is  a statement  showing  the  names  of  the  agents,  their  specific  duties,; 
their  compensation,  and  the  amount  of  money  expended  by  them. 

C,  consists  of  copies  of  their  abstracts  of  disbursements,  showing  the  par- 
ticular objects  to  which  the  expenditures  have  been  applied;  and  D is  a 
statement  of  contracts  made  by  them. 

The  above  papers  comprehend  all  the  information  required  under  the  re- 
solution as  regards  the  duties  confided  to  me  of  removing  and  subsisting  the 
Choctaws  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  May,  1830.  I beg  leave  to  say  that 
the  information  conveyed  in  these  documents  is  not  so  full  as  I would  de- 
sire. Accounts  of  disbursements  to  a considerable  amount  have  not  yet  been 
received,  nor  have  several  contracts  for  steamboat  transportation  and  for 
subsistence.  The  active  and  constant  employment  of  the  agents;  the  great 
distance  at  which  the  movements  are  taking  place;  the  flooding  of  the  coun- 
try from  the  almost  unprecedented  fall  of  rain,  and  the  unfrequency  of  mail 
communication  between  some  of  the  more  distant  points,  render  delay  in 
the  reception  of  accounts  unavoidable,  I have  reason,  however,  to  feel 
every  confidence  in  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  this  service.  They  have  act- 
ed, as  far  as  their  proceedings  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  with  praise- 
worthy disinterestedness  towards  the  Indians,  guided  as  well  by  feelings 
of  kindness  towards  them,  as  by  a sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  Government 
They  have  effected  a delicate  task  in  a manner  highly  creditable  to  them- 
selves; and,  in  performing  it,gWhether  from  the  great  extent  of  country  ne- 
cessarily traversed,  the  w^ant  of  roads,  the  almost  impassable  nature  of  the 
swamps,  or  the  extensive  and  heretofore  inexperienced  cold  in  that  climate, 
have  encountered  obstacles  and  overcome  difficulties  of  the  most  formidable 
kinds.  They  have  thus  acquired  an  experience  which  will  prove  highly 
valuable,  and  laid  a good  foundation  for  future  operations  of  a more  ex- 
tensive character. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S.  ^ 

To  Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War* 
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Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  February  24,  1832. 

Sir:  The  claim  of  the  late  Mr.  Douglass  for  his  services,  and  forexpen- 
fiitures  made  by  him,  has  not  been  paid,  because  of  there  being  insufficient 
evidence  to  support  all  the  items. 

I have  written  to  Captain  Clark  to  obtain  the  necessary  information, 
but  have  not  received  hi¥  answer.  This  being  so  long  delayed,  I am  in- 
duced to  separate  the  charge  for  services  froni  the  rest  of  the  items.  You 
will  pay  this,  and  have  appended  to,  the  voucher  (a  form  of  which  is  en- 
closed) the  certificate  of  a judge  of  the  orphans’  court  as  to  the  fact  of  ad- 
ministration, with  the  seal  of  said  Court. 

Four  hundred  dollars  will  be  remitted  to  you  by  the  Treasury.  This 
money  will  be  applied  to  the  above  payment;  to  liquidate  the  balance  due 
you  on  account  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws;  and  to  any 
other  purpose  for  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  expend  it  in  aid  of  the  re- 
moval, &c. 

Captain  McClintock,  agent  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choc- 
taws from,  within  the  chartered  limits  of  Georgia,  and  who  is  now  stationed 
at  Calhoun,  Tennessee,  may  have  occasion  to  call  on  you  to  purchase  subsis- 
tence. Should  he  do  so,  or  should  it  become  necessary  hereafter  for  you  to 
make  any  disbursements  for  the  removal  of  the  Cherokees,  you  will  keep 
your  accounts  of  them  entirely  distinct  from  those  of  the  Choctaws.  Dif- 
ferent funds  have  been  appropriated  for  these  objects,  and  it  is  desirable  that 
no  difficulty  may  occur  from  the  mingling  of  accounts. 

At  the  end  of  the  present  quarter  you  will  be  pleased  to  render  an  account, 
]Ceporting  the  balance  of  the  Choctaw  fund  on  hand. 

The  amount  to  be  paid  at  present  to  the  representative  of  IVir.  Douglass 
is  ^140. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S 

To  Captain  J.  P.  Taylor, 

Commissary  S.ubsisience^  Louisville,  Kentucky. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  February  24,  18^32. 

Sir:  No  answer  being  yet  received  from  Captain  Clark,  to  whom  I 
Wrote  on  10th  December  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  your  deceased  father’s 
claim,  lam  unable  finally  to  decide  upon  it.  I have  deferred  some  days  re- 
plying to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  as  I have  expected  daily  the  recep- 
tion of  the  information  sought  for;  but  a sufficient  time  being  elapsed,  and 
apprehensive  of  the  miscarriage  of  the  letter  written  by  me  to  Captain 
Clark,  or  of  his  reply,  I have  determined  to  pay  that  portion  of  the  claim, 
about  which  there  seems  to  be  nodoubt,  to  wit:  the  perdiem  allowance  for  per- 
sonal services,  amounting,  after  the  deduction  of  seventy  dollars  advanced 
by  Captain  Taylor,  to  $140,  and  to  suffer  the  remainder  to  lie  over  until 
evidence  necessary  to  pass  it  at  the  Treasury  shall  be  received.  You  will 
please  call  on  Captain  Taylor,  whom  I have  instructed  to  attend  to  this  busi- 
^®ss.  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  0.  G.  S. 

To  George  S.  Douglass,  Esq,. , 

Louisville,  Kentucky, 
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OpFicp  Commissary  General  SebsistencEj 

Washington^  February  24,  1832. 

Sir:  Fearing  that  a letter  and  papers  addressed  to  you  by  me  on  the  10th 
Pecember  ultimo,  at  Cantonment  Phoenix,  may  have  miscarried,  I am  in- 
duced to  send  you  copies;  and  I request  your  immediate  attention  to  the 
subject  to  which  they  relate. 

I have  directed  Captain  Taylor  to  pay  the  representative  of  Mr.  Douglass 
^140,  being  the  balance  due  him  for  his  personal  services;  ^70  having  been 
advanced  by  Captain  Taylor. 

I shall  wait  a reply  from  you  to  make  a final  decision  on  this  claim. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO,  GIBSON,  0.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  J.  B.  Clark, 

Sd  Infantry j Cantonment  Towson. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  February  27,  1832. 

Sir  : By  a mistake  which  has  just  been  ascertained  to  have  occurred  with 
the  warrant  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  two  deposites  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  each  were  made  to  yovir  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank  at  Nashville,  in 
November  last,  instead  of  one. 

One  of  these  sums^  and  that  out  nf  which  it  was  intended  you  should  draw 
for  the  expenditures  of  the  service  in  which  you  are  engaged,  was  taken  from 
a fund  appropriated  by  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment for  1831,  providing  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  claims  of  the  Chero- 
kees  to  their  lands  in  Georgia. 

The  other  sum  was  out  of  a fund  appropriated  by  act  to  provide  for 

an  exchange  of  lands  with  the  Indians  residing  in  any  of  the  States  or 
Territories,  and  for  their  removal  west  of  the  river  Mississippi,^’ 

For  the  purpose  of  refunding  to  the  Treasury  the  latter  deposite,  you  will 
check  on  the  Branch  Bank  at  Nashville  for  ^10,000,  in  favor  of  the  cashier 
of  that  institution,  with  a request  on  the  face  of  the  cheek  that  the  money  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  account  of  the 
appropriation  as  above  underscored. 

You  will  desire  the  cashier  to  make  out  triplicate  receipts,  to  forward  one 
to  me  and  the  others  to  you.  On  receiving  those,  you  will  also  send  one  of 
them  to  me. 

The  reason  of  your  not  being  heretofore  aware  of  the  deposite  to  your 
credit  of  this  additional  sum,  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  Auditor  addressed 
you  at  Nashville,  where  he  supposed  a letter  would  find  you. 

Respectfully,  &e., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Captain  W.  L.  McClintock, 

Jigent,  4*0.,  Calhoun,  Tennessee. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistencj:, 

Washington,  February  29,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  upon  the  case  of  the  late  William  Doug* 
lass,  as  follows:  Mr.  Douglass  was  appointed  on  13th  June,  1831,  by  Captain 
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Taylor,  (commissary  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,)  to  take  charge  of  the  wagons 
purchased  by  him,  and  to  accompany  them  to  the  mouth  of  Whit  river, 
where  they  were  to  be  delivered  to  Captain  Clark,  superintendent  of  the 
Choctaw  removal.  Mr.  Douglass  was  engaged  to  perform^  this  service  at 
^3  a day.  After  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  White  river  with  the  wagons, 
Mr.  Douglass  was  directed  by  Captain  Clark  to  remain  in  charge  of  them; 
and  he  was  afterwards  ordered  by  the  same  officer  to  proceed  to  Little  Rock, 
where  he  wished  to  see  him  on  public  business.  It  appears  that  Mr.  D.  re- 
turned to  the  mouth  of  White  River,  and  that  he  was  employed  there,  and 
at  Post  Arkansas,  in  addition  to  his  taking  care  of  the  wagons,  in  procuring 
sundry  materials,  superintending  laborers,  &c.,  until  22d  August,  1831,  when 
he  left  Arkansas  for  the  old  Choctaw  country,  under  the  appointment  con- 
ferred on  him  by  the  War  Department,  of  appraiser  of  Choctaw  cattle. 
Shortly  after  entering  upon  this  duty  he  died.  From  statements  and  memo- 
randa of  Mr.  Douglass,  it  seems  that  he  expended  ^60  in  putting  the  wagons 
together,  and  supplying  lost  pieces;  (the  latter  estimated  to  have  cost  ^25, 
which  sum  was  deducted  by  Captain  Taylor  from  the  freight  bill.)  Ot  this 
expenditure,  the  evidence  necessary  to  pass  an  account  at  the  Treasury  is 
wanting. 

But  I have  made  application  to  Captain  Clark  to  obtain  it,  or  to  give  a 
certificate  of  the  fact,  which  it  is  supposed  will  suffice. 

Mr.  Douglass  is  most  probably  entitled  to  his  travelling  expenses  from 
White  river  to  Little  Rock,  and  back  again.  As  to  this,  too.  Captain  Clark 
will  furnish  the  necessary  information. 

That  part  of  the  claim  for  per  diem  allowance  of  j^3,  being  very  clear,  I 
directed  Captain  Taylor,  on  the  24th  instant,  to  pay  it  to  the  representative 
of  Mr.  Douglass,  viz. 

For  seventy  days,  commencing  13th  June,  ending  22d  August,  at 

$3  a day,  - - - " . " “ ‘ i^210 

Deducting  an  amount  previously  paid  by  Captain  T.,  - - 70 

$140 


The  remainder  of  the  claim  is  still  suspended  for  the  reasons  given,  but 
will  probably  be  shortly  allowed. 

Respectfully.  &e., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G,  Ss 

To  Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  February  29,  1832. 

Sir;  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  enclosing  one  to  you 
drom  General  Montgomery,  soliciting  your  interest  to  have  him  appointed 
an  issuing  agent  at  the  mouth  of  White  river. 

You  will  please  to  refer  that  gentleman  to  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  at  Little 
Rock,  who  is  general  superintendent  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the 
Choctaw  Indians,  and  to  whom  I have  entrusted  the  power  to  act  in  such 
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cases.  According  to  your  request  General  Montgomery’s  letter  is  returnedn 
to  you. 

Respectfully,  &c. , i 

GEO.  GIBSON,  0.  G.  S, 

To  Hon.  A.  H.  Sevier, 

House  of  Represeriiaiives, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  March  6,  1832, 

Sir:  In  reply  particularly  to  one  passage  of  your  letter  of  91h  February^ 
I will  remark,  that  the  object  of  dividing  the  whole  duty  of  removal  and; 
subsistence  of  Indians  was  to  enable  the  department  to  act  with  a greater , 
degree  of  efficiency  than  the  superintendence  of  one  person  would  admit  of; 
In  doing  this,  it  was  intended  that  the  superintendent  on  each  side  of  the^ 
Mississippi  should  have  entire  control  within  his  own  jurisdiction,  but,  be- 
yond that,  no  power  whatever.  On  referring  to  Col.  Gaineses  instructions^ 
a copy  of  which  was  sent  to  you,  you  will  find  it  expressly  stated  that  his 
duties  ‘‘  will  not  extend  farther  than  the  Mississippi  river on  the  west 
bank  of  which  that  gentleman  has  been  repeatedly  told  his  supervision 
would  terminate.  When,  therefore,  it  may  become  necessary  for  agents  to 
cross  the  Mississippi  by  way  either  of  a land  or  water  route,  they  must 
consider  themselves,  so  far  as  the  manner  of  performing  their  immediate 
business  is  concerned,  under  the  control  and  direction  of  the  superintendent 
on  whose  side  they  have  come.  If  the  arrangements  on  each  side  of  the 
river  are  understood  on  the  other,  and  made  with  a view  of  mutual  accom- 
modation,, there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  the  observance  of  this  regulation, 
which  is  indispensable  to  the  harmony  of  the  service. 

An  unrestrained  correspondence  should  be  kept  up  between  the  superin^. 
tendents,  and  all  proper  efforts  made  to  conciliate  jaring  opinions  in  an. 
united  endeavor  to  promote  the  public  interest. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  W,  S.  Colquhoun, 

%,dcting  Superintendent,  Choctaw  Sgency, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subs^tence, 

Washington,  March  13,  iS,30<, 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  19th,  25th,  and  26th  January, 
and  9th  February,  By  these  I learn  that  you  have  received  the  fundSf 
from  the  hands  of  Major  Armstrong;  that  the  last  of  the  Indians,  by  way 
of  Post  Arkansas,  have  passed  Little  Rock;  and  that  all  the  accounts  of  the 
removal  are  favorable.  This  is  gratifying,  and  I hope  soon  toi'earn  that  the 
emigrants  have  settled  down  on  their  lands  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
them  for  cultivation.  The  past  season  was  truly  unpropitibus.  There  ap- 
peared to  be  a combination  of  difficulties,  which  nothing  but  the  zeal  and 
devotedness  of  the  superintendents  and  agents  could  have  surmounted.  I 
trust  for  a continuance  of  their  efforts;  and ithat  no  honest  exertion  may  be 
wanting  to  promote  the  success  of  the  service. 
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The  letter  of  25th  January,  is  a recommendation  of  Doctor  Fulton  for  a 
permanent  appointment  as  agent.  If  the  service  of  this  gentleman  shall  be 
necessary  during  the  whole  of  the  time  which  may  elapse  between  the  ter- 
mination of  the  present  and  the  commencement  of  the  next  removal,  you 
will  signify  it  to  me,  when  his  appointment  will  be  confirmed. 

If  his  services  are  not  required  during  the  interval,  you  can,  when  they 
inay  be  demanded,  give  him  an  appointment  which  will  be  approved  by  me. 

In  adverting  to  the  fact  of  issues  of  corn  having  been  made  to  the  Indians’ 
horses,  and  referring  to  your  letter  on  that  subject,  dated  30th  November 
ultimo,  I am  led  to  approve  of  your  views. 

Entertaining  these  views,  it  is  presumed  that  you  took  precautions  to 
prevent  the  issue  for  a day  longer  than  was  absolutely  necessary  in  travelling. 
If  you  have  not  already  instructed  the  agents,  you  will  do  so  accordingly. 

This  among  other  things  will  be  more  particularly  attended  to  in  the 
instructions  preparatory  to  the  next  removal. 

State  in  your  next  how  many  horses  the  Indians  have  carried  over  to  the 
Uew  .country. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C>  G.  S. 

to  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Superintending y Little  Rock, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  March  17,  1832. 

, Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  4th  and  5th  instant,  advising  mo  that  you  had 
drawn  on  account  of  the  Cherokee  removal  for  six  hundred  dollars,  are 
received. 

The  draft  is  at  hand,  and  will  be  paid. 

, The  Indian  business,  transacted  in  my  office,  is  kept  entirely  distinct  from 
that  connected  with  the  subsistence  of  the  army ; and,  as  the  files  relating  to 
each  must  be  complete,  it  will  not  do  to  blend  th«  correspondence:  you  will 
please,  therefore,  to  make  them  the  subjects  of  separate  letters. 

Respectfully, 

Yeur  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Captain  J.  P.  Taylor, 

ComMssary  of  Su&sislehce,  Louisville^  Kentucky. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  March  19,  1832. 

Sir:  Letters  of  the  17th  and  24th  February  have  been  received  from 
you  with  the  warrants  Mr.  Curry  for  your  making  payments  on  account 
transportation  and  subsistence  of  Cherokees. 

Those  parts  of  ynur  letter  relative  to  the  comihutation  payments  for 
horses,  and  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  Sd  ultimo,  will  be  the  subject  of  another 
communication. 
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I approve  of  the  employment  of  a wagon-agent,  and  shall  willingly  give 
my  approbation  to  your  employing  any  person  whom  you  may  believe  ne- 
cessary to  assist  you  in  the  performance  of  your  duties;  only  urging  the 
observance  of  that  degree  of  economy  which  may  not  be  inconsistent  with 
efficiency. 

Captain  J.  P.  Taylor,  commissiary  at  Louisville,  has  drawn  on  me  for 
six  hundred  dollars  on  account  of  the  Cherokee  removal.  The  draft  has 
been  paid. 

Should  it  be  necessary  to  make  any  further  purchases  through  Captain 
Taylor,  you  will  send  me  a copy  of  your  requisition  on  him  at  the  time  of 
making  it 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Captain  W.  L.  McClintock, 

Agent  removal  and  subsistence,  Cherokees,  Calhoun,  T. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  March  20,  1832. 

Sir:  The  accounts  for  your  expenditures  in  the  removal  and  subsistence 
of  the  Choctaws  were  received  with  your  letter  of  25th  February;  and  the 
accounts  of  your  assistants,  Messrs.  McGee,  Earle,  and  Norwood,  have  this 
day  come  to  hand,  accompanied  by  your  letters  of  the  Sth  instant,  and  the 
letters  of  Messrs.  McGee  and  Earle  to  you. 

The  accounts  of  the  agents  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi  are  so  much 
blended  in  various  ways,  that  they  must  be  settled  altogether.  The  neces- 
sity for*  this  has  created  considerable  delay  already,  and  will,  from  their 
voluminousness,  cause  more.  They  will  all,  however,  be  closed  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

It  appears  upon  examination  of  Captain  Colquhoun’s  settlement  with 
Wright  and  Ragsdale,  that  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  advanced  to 
them  by  Mr.  Norwood  was  not  noticed.  Captain  Colquhoun  ought  imme- 
diately to  have  been  apprized  of  the  fact  by  Mr.  Norwood,  at  the  time  the 
money  was  advanced. 

The  sums  paid  to  the  contractors  by  you,  amounting  to  ^1,500,  as  well 
as  those  paid  to  them  by  Mr.  Cross,  are  accounted  for. 

For  your  satisfaction,  I enclose  you  a copy  of  Wright  and  Ragsdale’s 
account  as  settled  by  Captain  Colquhoun.  If  you  have  the  original  con- 
tracts made  with  Messrs.  W.  and  R.,  please  to  forward  them.  Messrs. 
Moore  and  Trotter  are  styled  contractors  by  Mr.  Earle,  whom  you  will 
request  to  send  their  contract  to  me.  hese  documents  may  be  necessary 
in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts;  and  at  all  events,  being  frequently  refer- 
red to  in  the  letters  and  papers,  should  be  on  file  in  my  office.  Captain 
Colquhoun  mentions,  in  several  letters,  contracts  for  steamboat  hire.  If 
any  such  were  made,  it  would  be  desirable  for  me  to  have  them.  You  will 
please  also  to  furnish  me  with  the  original  requisitions  upon  the  contract 
tors,  alluded  to  in  your  last.  These  may  be  required,  and,  if  so,  it  will  be 
better  to  have  them  at  hand. 

If  Captain  Summerville^  or  your  clerk,  Mr.  Bennett,  has  returned,  you 
will  be  enabled  to  send  me  the  duplicates  of  those  receipts,  v;hich  are  not 
probably  witnessed,  attested  by  one  of  those  gentlemen. 
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I shall  be  glad  to  receive  from  you  the  suggestions  which  you  intimate  it 
to  be  your  intention  to  make,  as  to  some  improvements  that  may  be  effected 
in  conducting  the  next  removal. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S, 

To  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines, 

Supej'intcndm^^  4'^-?  Mobile,,  Mahama, 


Office  CoMMissA.Rr  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  March  26,  1832. 

Sir:  On  the  24th  February,  you  were  directed  by  me  to  pay  to  the  repre- 
sentative of  Mr.  George  Douglass,  deceased,  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars, 
being  the  balance  of  the  amount  due  him  for  services  as  superintendent  of 
wagons.  I have  just  received  from  Captain  Clark  a reply  to  a letter  written 
to  him  respecting  this  business,  with  his  certificate  of  Mr.  Douglass’s  ser- 
vices. The  payment  ordered  as  above-mentioned  is  correct,  except  as  to  a 
single  day,  which  will  be  shown  hereafter. 

The  items  remaining  unpaid,  and  for  which  payment  is  claimed,  are 
^35  00  for  putting  wagons  together;  ^25  00  for  supplying  lost  pieces;  and 
the  expenses  incurred  by  Mr.  Douglass  in  going  from  the  mouth  of  White 
river  to  Lillie  Rock,  and  back  again.  As  to  the  first  item,  you  say  in  your 
letter  of  5th  January  ultimo,  to  Mr.  G.  L.  Douglass,  am  under  the  im- 
pression that  I did  advise  him  to  put  the  wagons  together,  in  order  that  he 
would  better  be  able  to  see  that  all  was  completed.” 

There  is  no  doubt  of  your  having  given  him  directions  to  put  the  wagons 
together:  at  all  events  it  was  very  proper  for  him  to  do  so,  as  he  would  not 
otherwise  have  been  able  to  ascertain  the  deficiencies  of  which  he  notified 
you,  and  the  cost  of  supplying,  which  you  deducted  from  the  freight  bill. 
This  item  of  ^35  00  will  therefore  be  paid. 

The  second  item  of  ^25  00  is,  of  course,  clearly  correct.  With  respect 
to  the  third,  Captain  Clark  says,  unless  it  was  understood  between  Cap- 
tain Taylor  and  Mr.  Douglass  that  the  per  diem  allowance  was  to  cover  ail 
expenses,  I consider  that  he  was  entitled  to  pay  for  his  expenses  from  the 
mouth  of  White  river,  whilst  performing  a journey  at  my  request,  as  it  was 
entirely  of  a public  nature.” 

Although  the  per  diem  allowance  might  have  been  intended  by  you  lo 
cover  all  expenses  in  the  delivery  of  the  wagons,  the  journey  performed 
to  Little  Rock  was  not  contemplated,  and  was  not  indeed  necessary  to  the 
accomplishment  of  that  deliver}^ 

I am  of  opinion  that  payment  ought  to  be  made  for  the  expenses  of  this 
journey;  and  have  accordingly  made  inquiry  of  Colonel  Sevier,  member 
of  Congress  from  Arkansas,  as  to  the  price  of  a passage  in  a steamboat  from 
White  river  to  Little  Rock  and  back,  and  am  told  that  the  price  usually 
paid  is  ^15  up  and  ^10  down. 

Captain  Clark  certifies  that  Mr.  Douglass  was  continued  in  the  public  ser- 
vice until  on  or  about  the  20th  August,  1831.  You  are  directed  to  pay  an 
amount  that  would  embrace  a period  inclusive  of  the  21st  August.  You 
will  have  a new  account  made  out,  in  form  the  same  as  that  heretofore  spe- 
cified, to  comprehend  liie  whole  claim,  as  follows: 

10 
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For  per  diem  allovvauce  from  13th  June  to  20th  August,  1831, 

sixty-nine  days,  at  $3  00,  - - - - - ^207  00 

Expenses  incurred  in  putting  the  public  Wagons  together  at  the 

mouth  of  White  river,  - - ••  - - 35  00 

Expenses  incurred  in  supplying  pieces  lost  in  transporting 
wagons  from  Louisville  to  White  river,  and  the  cost  of  which 
was  deducted  by  Captain  Taylor  from  the  freight  bill,  - 25  00 

Expenses  incurred  in  travelling  from  the  mouth  of  White  river 
to  Little  Rock  and  back,  by  request  of  Captain  J.  Ik  Clark, 
superintendent  of  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians^  - 25  00 


S292  00 
Cr. 

By  Cash  received  by  Mr.  Douglass  from  Captain  'Fay lor,  - 70  OO 


S222  00 


If  you  have  already  paid  the  ^140  before  alluded  to,  you  will  take  care, 
of  course,  to  deduct  it  from  the  ^222  00,  paying  the  representative  of  Mr, 
Douglass  g82  00. 

I am  desirous  that  this  account  may  be  included  in  your  accounts  for  the 
present  quarter. 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

' GKO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  6'. 

To  Captain  J.  P.  Taylor, 

Commissary  of  S^ibsislence,  Louisville^  Ky. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  March  26,  1S32. 

Sir:  On  the  24th  ultimo,  I directed  Capt.  Taylor  to  pay  i^l40on  account 
of  your  fatheiAs  services,  &c. ; and  I have  this  day  instructed  him  to  pay 
1^82  in  addition,  for  which  he  will  obtain  the  proper  voucher  to  close  the 
account. 

Capt.  Taylor  will  show  you  my  letter  containing  the  grounds  for  allovv-^ 
ing  the  claim. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO,  GIBSON,  C.  Q.  8. 

To  Mr.  George  L.  Douglass, 

Louisville.  Kentucky. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

^ Washington^  March  29,  IS 32. 

Sir;  The  Secretary  of  War  has  referred  to  me  your  letter  to  him  of  27th 
instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  propriety  of  retaining  in  service  during  the 
ensuing  summer,  the  three  assistant  agents  employed  in  the  removal  and 
subsistence  of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  viz.  M££rrs=  Fulton,  Bail,  and  Rulher- 


ford.  Those  gentlemen  were  appointed  under  the  authority  vested  in  the 
superintendent  of  the  removal;  and  he  will  retain  them  if  their  services 
shall  be  required^  or  if  there  shall  be  any  risk  of  detriment  to  the  service 
from  their  temporary  discharge.  I am  not  able  to  judge  as  correctly  as  he 
is  of  the  extent  of  the  duties  to  be  performed  during  the  interval  between 
the  present  termination  of  active  employment  and  its  recommencement  next 
fall;  but  I have  the  utmost  confidence  that  the  superintendent,  Capt.  Brown, . 
will  act  pursuant  to  the  dictates  of  the  soundest  policy  . 

. Respectfully,  &e., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Hon.  A.  H.  Sevier, 

House  of  Representatives. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  March  31,  1832. 

Sir:  1 wrote  to  you  on  the  20th  of  March,  in  reply  to  yours  of  the  8th, 
and  on  the  subject  of  your  accounts,  which  are  now  under  examination  in 
my  office,  preparatory  to  their  being  settled  at  the  Treasury;  and  I will 
point  your  attention  to  the  following  irregularities  and  deficiencies: 

Abstract.  Vouchers. 
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1. 

3. 

25. 

16. 

23. 

4. 


14. 

24. 

25. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

25. 

28. 


A.  Glover  & Co.,  wrong  addition  $257  32, 

instead  of  . _ - - $247  82 

Pisu  Tubbee,  x no  witness. 

John  Everitt,  5th  to  19th  November,  charged 

16  days  ^48,  instead  of  15  days  - - 45  00 

Reuben  Taylor,  Sth  October  to  15th  No- 
vember, charged  43  days  ^43,  instead  of 
39  days  - - - - - 39  00 

,Doct.  Wm.  Joiner,  Sth  to  22d  November,. 

charged  16  days  $32,  instead  of  15  days  - 30  00 

George  Burnett,  2 wagons  41  days,  at  i^3  50 
each,  ^287  00,  returning  home  14  days, 
at  ^2  25  each,  ^139  00  instead  of  ^1 19  00, 

$426  00  instead  of  - - - 406  00 

John  Cohen,  x no  witness. 

John  Everitt  signs  as  agent  for  Enoch 
Everitt  without?  authority. 

John  Everitt  signs  as  agent  for  Thomas 
Hodges  without  authority. 

Cornelius  Kenny,  j 
Cornelius  Kenny, 

Mary  Harrison,  ( 

John  Hays,  J 

James  Carson,  22  days  at  $5  00,  ^^110  00, 
and  5 days  returning  at  $2  50,  i^l2  50, 


X no  witness. 


altered  to  6 days  returning  at 
receipts  for 


50,  $15  00, 


112  50 
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Abstract.  Youcliers. 
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: 36. 

3* 

37^ 

■38* 

39. 

4* 

2. 

3. 

17. 

5. 

5. 

5* 

19. 

6. 

5* 

Wm*  Coudray  signs  for  James  Coudfay  with" 
out  authority,  - : 

Stephen  Stapleton,  x no  witness. 

George  Grayson  x signs  for  William  Rat- 
lilf,  and  the  bill  is  made  out  in  the  name 
of  John  Ratlijff,  and  no  witness  to  Gray- 
son’s mark. 

Robert  Landfair,  x no  witness* . 

[ These  vouchers  are  very  de- 
fective, in  as  much  as  they  are 
for  various  expenditures  of 

Samuel  Dale.  ^ money  paid  to  third  persons, 
Without  evidence  oi  these 
payments,  or  as  to  the  dispo- 
sition made  of  the  property 
purchased* 

Wm.  Greenlee,  this  voucher  is  wanting,  but 
the  amount  is  extended  on  the  abstract 
John  Camis  signs  for  John  Brownlee  with- 
out authority. 

Wm.  J Craig,  this  voucher  ^10  00  short. 
Wm.  Leflore,  one  item  \ day’s  hire  of  2 
carrioles,  at  50  each  day,  carried  out 
^5  00  instead  of  ..... 


^2 


It  is  much  regretted  that,  in  making  issues  of  provisions  and  forage,  no  , 
evidence  is  furnished  of  the  number  of  Indians,  &c.,  &c.,  supplied  in  each 
instance;  whether  the  issues  were  made  with  any  thing  like  regularity  or 
uniformity  as  to. the  quantity;  and’whether  all  the  provisions  and  forage  was 
so  issued.  If  it  is  in  your  power  to  obtain  such  evidence  as  to  all  or  any 
portion  of  the  issues,  I shall  be  glad  to  have  it;  or,  if  you  can  throw  light 
upon  the  subject  in  any  other  way,  it  may  be  somewhat  satisfactory. 

I should  like  also  to  have,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,,  a return  of  the 
property  purchased  by  you  or  your  agents.  The  amount  is  small,  but  the 
disposition  made  of  it  may  be  desirable  to  be  known,  so  that  the  person  to 
whom  it  has  been  turned  over  may  be  held  accountable. 

The  principal  purchases  ma}’-  be  found  in  abstract  1,  voucher  1,  ab- 
stract 3,  (Rector’s  receipt;)  abstract 4,  nearly  every  voucher.  The  purchases 
of  property  are  embraced  in  abstract  1,  vouchers  1,  41,  48,  53;  abstract 
4,  vouchers  18,  20,  22,  24.  Opposite  to  voucher  48,  abstract  1,  is  this  re- 
mark: ^‘distributed  amongst  the  poorest  emigrant  families,  who  were  desti- 
tute of  tents,  after  the  distribution  of  the  public  tents  at  Vicksburg.” 

This  distribution,  it  is  presumed,  was  made  on  the  same  principle  as  that 
of  the  public  tents,  to  wit,  for  present  accommodation  merely. 

Besides  the  contracts  named  in  my  last  letter,  w’hich  ought  to  he  on  file, 
is  that  of  Samuel  Long,  named  in  abstract  one,  voucher  60. 

Previously  to  submitting  your  accounts  to  the  Second  Auditor, whose  duty  it 
will  be  to  pass  upon  them,  I desire  to  have  them  as  nearly  unobjectionable 
as  possible.  It  is  more,  therefore,  on  account  of  objections  that  may  be 
raised  elsewhere,  than  any  I could  oppose  to  a settlement,  that  I regret  the 
absence  of  property  and  provision  returns;  for  I know  the  difficulty  under 
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'which  you  labored,  and  would  not,  in  consequence,  exact  from  you  that  mi- 
nute degree  of  accountability  which  is  expected  in  the  military  or  .any  other 
more  regular  service. 

But  the  first  difficulties  in  the  way  of  emigration  being  now  overcome,  I 
indulge  the  hope  that  a system  may  hereafter  be  pursued  which  will  enable 
the  agents  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  to  render  their  accounts 
with  as  much  precision  as  those  of  any  other  branch  of  administration. 
Duplicate  sent  off  ISth  April. 

Respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servants 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines, 

Suptrint ending y ^c. , , Mobile^  Jllabama. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^ 

Washington,  Jdpril  2^  1832. 

Sir:  The  commutation  of  the  Indians  who,  you  say  in  your  letter  of  the 
8th  of  January,  have  died,  will  be  paid  to  their  relatives,  provided  you  are 
entirely  satisfied  of  the  fact  of  those  deceased  Indians  having  emigrated  to, 
and  died  in,  the  new  country. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  A. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

*^dgent,  fyc.,  Cantonment  Towsoiii 


Office  Commissary  General  SuEsisTENCEi 

Washington,  April  12,  lS32. 

Sir:  I am  instructed,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  call  your  attention  to  a 
reduction  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Indian  service,  as  far  as  this  can  be  done 
without  injuriously  affecting  the  interest  of  the  Government:  consulting 
this,  therefore,  it  is  desirable  that  as  many  of  the  assistant  agents,  teamsters, 
&c.,  be  dispensed  with  as  can  be,  with  propriety,  discharged.  With  respect 
to  any  other  matters  of  pecuniary  disbursements  which  might  be  lessened, 
their  designation  is  left  to  your  own  judgment.  But  I wish  you  to  be  earn- 
estly impressed  with  the  propriety  of  looking  into  every  item  of  expendi- 
ture, and  lop  it  off  or  lesson  it,  if  either  can  be  done  without  detriment. 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  very  solicitous  on  the  subject  of  retrenchment, 
and  you  Will  me§^t  his  views,  as  well  as  mine,  by  entering  upon  it  immedi- 
ately. In  order  that  the  grounds  of  procedure  may  be  clearly  shoWii,  you 
will  make  a statement  of  the  payments  proposed  to  be  made  under  each  dis- 
tinct head  of  your  estimate  of  20th  March,  and  show  the  reduction  that  you 
intend  to  make  in  each  case,  giving  the  reasons  for  the  continuance  of  every 
expense. 

I feel  every  confidence  in  your  ability  and  zeal  in  the  service  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  am  well  assured  that  both  have  been  thorouhgly  tested  in  the 
late  season  of  arduous  employment.  It  is  not,  therefore,  because  those  are  dis- 
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trusted  that  the  above  instructions  are  now  given  you.  The  object  is  to  bring 
to  your  mind  the  necessity  for  a strictly  economical  course,  and  to  leave  with 
yourself  the  manner  of  putting  it  in  execution.  This  course  has  indeed  be^. 
coriie  the  more  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  and  unanticipated 
demands  On  the  Indian  fund  resulting  from  the  difficulties  which  occurred 
in  the  emigration  during  the  last  winter. 

I have  received  your  letter  of  20th  March,,  with  an  estimate  of  funds 
amounting  to  $45,000.  You  remark  that  nearly  three  months  have  passed 
since  you  received  any  letters  from  me  Copies  of  several  letters  written 
within  that  time  are  herewith.  You  will  perceive  from  my  letter  of  8th 
February,  that  the  $35,000  dollars  transmitted  by  Major  Armstrong  was 
considered  as  a part  of  the  first  quarter’s  estimate  of  $55i,000^.  and  the  balance^ 
to  wit,  $20,000,  was  forwarded  to  you  on  that  day.  The  irregularity  of 
the  mails  has  been  very  great,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  letters  due  at  the  date 
of  your  last  have  since  arrived. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  will  deposite  to  your  credit,  in  the^ 
Branch  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

You  will  shortly  be  notified  of  another  remittance. 

Respeetfuily,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S:. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Sttperiniending^  <§t.,  Litile  Rock, 


Office  Commissary  General  Sfbsistenge, 

Washington,  Jipril  13,  1832; 

Sir:  I have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  1st  and  5th  instant.  The 
one  of  the  1st,  with  Mr.  Atkins’  account,  and  the  last  enclosing  Mr.  Chea- 
tham’s contract  for  steamboat  transportation.  The  account  is  returned;  it 
appearsjust  and  equitable,  and  will  therefore  be  paid.  The  contract  proves, 
on  examination,  to  be  very  favorable  to  the  Government,  and  the  manner  of  i 
its  execution  unexceptionable.  ' 

Respectfully,  &c.,  I 

GEO.  GIBSON,  G:  G.  S.  j 

To  Captain  W.  L.  McClintock,  ; 

*^^genf,  S^c.,  ^^c.j  Calhoun,  Tennessee.  j 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsis-tence,  j! 

IVashington,  IBpril  19,  1832'.  ji 

Sir:  On  the  12th,  instant  I advised  you  of  a deposite  to  your  credit  in  the  ! 
Branch  Bank  at  New  Orleans  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  Trea-  ! 
Surer  of  the  United  States  has  been  required  to  make  another  deposite  of  | 
fifteen  thousand  dollars;  and  a further  sum  will  be  placed  in'  the  same  insti-  i 
tution  in  a short  time.  ^ , 

The  subject  of  Indian  appropriations  is  still  pending  in  Congress.  Thb  . 
may  account  for  any  tardiness  in  the  remittance  of  money.  ‘ 
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. Your  letters  of  the  Sili,  24ib,  and  25th  of  Marchj  are  just  received.  Their 
contents  will  be  coosidered. 

Duplicate  sent  to  New  Orleans  this  day. 

Respectfully^  your  obedient  servant^ 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G, 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Svperint endings  Little  Rock. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  Jl-pril  27,  1832. 

Sir:  You  will  forward  to  me,  as  soon  as  your  clerk  can  prepare  it,  a copy 
of  your  registry  of  emigrant  Indians.  It  is  presumed  that  it  embraces  all, 
except  those  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Smith.  If  this  is  not  the  fact,  you 
win  immediately  take  measures  to  ascertain  as  correctly  as  possible  their 
numbers.  In  the  mean  while  forward  a copy  of  yours. 

Lieutenant  Raines,  who  issues  at  Fort  Smith,  will  be  instructed  to  for« 
w’ard  a roll  of  the  Indians  not  included  in  that  required  of  you. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Jigent,  Canionmtnt  Towson, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

tLas/iingion,  tRprii  27,  1832. 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  to  you,  that  a new 
arrangement  for  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws  and  other  Indians  will  be 
made,  by  uhich  the  superintendeocies  and  agencies  will  be  placed  princL 
pally  under  the  control  of  the  officers  of  .the  army.  An  entire  re  organiza- 
tion of  the  plans  of  last  season  is  therefore  necessary;  and  your  employ- 
ment as  superintendent  will,  in  consequence,  be  dispensed  with. 

Be  pleased  to  close  your  accounts  up  to  the  end  of  the  1st  quarter.,  and 
deposite  the  balance  of  the  funds  on  hand  on  the  Branch  of  the  United 
States^  Bank  at  Mobile  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
on  account  of  the  appropriation  provided  by  the  act  of  the  28th  of  May, 
1830,  for  exchange  of  lands  with  the  Indians, 

Respectfully, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G. 

To  Colonel  George  S.  Gaine.s, 

Superintending,  Mobile,  Ala, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  April  28,  1S32. 

Si*a:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  estimates  of  the 
sums  necessary  to  remove  various  Indian  tribes  to  the  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  to  provide  cerlair.  treaty  stipulations  guarantied  to  Ihem. 
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The  amoimls  of  these  estimates  are  as  follow: 

For  carrying  into  effect  several  stipulations  in  the  treaties 
concluded  with  Creek,  Shawnee,  and  other  Indians,  (see 


estimate  marked  A,) 


- §352,453  00|; 


For  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  emigrating  Indians, 

(see  estimate  marked  B,)  - - - - - §351,031  25  ; 

From  which  last  deduct  this  sum,  being  the  balance  of  the  t 

appropriation  of  §500,000  now  on  hand  applicable  to  this  i 

object,  - - ‘ . 193,337  91  ) 


Leaves  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  be  now  appropriated 


by  Congress, 


. §157,693  34 


1 enclose,  also,  a statement  marked  C,  showing  the  amount  of  moneys  f 
drawn  out  of  the  appropriation  of  §500,000,  per  act  of  28th  May,  1830,  for 
an  exchange  of  lands  and  removal  of  the  Indians  west  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi. 

This,  with  the  detailed  reports  submitted  to  Congress,  will  exhibit  the  ; 
objects  upon  which  that  appropriation  has  been  expended. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,.  C.  G.  S. 

To  Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  3,  1832. 

Sir:  The  letter  of  the  War  Department  of  the  1st  instant,  a copy  of  which 
is  enclosed,  instructs  you  that  Captain  Brown,  at  Little  Rock,  will  furnish 
you  with  supplies  of  subsistence  for  the  Senecas. 

Captain  Brown  is  the  agent  of  this  department,  and  superintends  the  re- 
moval and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws.  He  will  immediately  be  instruct- 
ed to  despatch  one  of  his  assistants  to  you,  if  necessary,  or  he  will  take  any 
course  that  he  may  deem  proper  to  ascertain  the  situation  and  wants  of  your 
people,  with  a view  of  furnishing  them  with  provisions  during  the  twelve 
months.^’ 

I perceive  by  your  letter  of  28th  February  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that 
you  have  contracted  for  a supply  for  six  months  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Indians  upon  their  lands.  This  is  presumed  to  mean  the  party  which  you 
conducted  at  first,  and  not  to  extend  to  that  which  remained  behind  in 
Indiana.  If  your  contract  is  in  writing,  please  send  me  a copy  of  it;  if  not, 
the  terms  and  extent  of  it. 

Be  pleased  to  communicate  to  me,  and  to  Captain  Brown,  all  the  infor- 
mation calculated  to  forward  the  views  of  the  Government  in  confiding  to 
me  the  subsistence  of  the  Indians  under  your  charge;  and  forward,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  a muster  roll  of  them,  of  which  a blank  form  is  enclosed. 

Respectfully,  .&c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  G.  G.  S, 

Mr.  H.  C.  Brisk, 

Sub'^age:it  Senecas,  Cantonment  Gibson. 
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‘ Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington^  May  3j  1832. 

SiRJ  Enclosed  is  an  extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  H.  C.  Brish,  sub-agent  of 
the  Senecas,  who  have  recently  removed  from  Ohio  to  their  lands  on  the 
Neosho  or  Grand  river.* 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  extract,  that  Mr.  Brish  has  made  arrangements  to 
supply  a part,  at  least,  of  those  Indians  for  six  months  after  their  arrival  in 
the  new  country;  and  I have  written  to  him,  as  will  be  perceived  by  the 
copy  of  a letter,  also  enclosed,  to  ascertain  the  terms  of  his  arrangements, 
and  to  request  that  he  will  communicate  with  you,  &c.  You  will  immedi- 
ately after  the  reception  of  this  despatch  an  agent  from  any  point  where 
one  can  be  spared  to  the  Seneca  country,  and  direct  him  to  obtain  all  the 
information  desirable  respecting  the  number,  situation,  and  condition  of 
those  Indians,  and  to  learn  from  Mr.  Brish  the  extent  to  which  he  has  gone 
in  contracting  for  provisions,  and  further  to  contract,  if  necessary,  for  com- 
plete Indian  rations  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  after  the  commencement  of  the 
issues  to  which  they  are  entitled  according  to  treaty.  But  he  will  remain 
no  longer  than  may  be  demanded  to  accomplish  the  foregoing,  as  his  services 
will  be  wanted  in  the  Choctaw  removal.  The  contractor  will  be  paid  by 
yOu,  on  the  evidence  of  the  sub-agent  as  to  the  issues  having  been  made, 
and  upon  your  being  furnished  with  regular  abstracts,  and  the  original  re- 
quisitions of  the  sub-agent  on  the  contractor. 

You  will  take  such  measures  as  will  insure  economy,  and  a strict  respon- 
sibility, in  any  disbursements  which  shall  be  made  under  this  order. 

Your  accounts  will  also  be  kept  distinct,  care  being  taken  in  no  instance 
to  blend  them;  and  timely  estimates  will  be  made  to  meet  the  demands 
arising  out  of  this  service.  Payments  may,  however,  when  necessary,  be 
made  out  of  the  fund  now  in  your  possession. 

' Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Superintending,  Little  Rock, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  5,  1832. 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  procure  the  ammunition 
stipulated  for  in  a treaty  with  the  Choctaw  Indians;  and  request,  therefore, 
that  it  may  be  supplied  through  the  agency  of  the  Ordnance  Department. 

Will  you  be  pleased  to  instruct  your  agent  at  Pittsburgh,  or  elsewhere,  to 
supply  the  following  articles: 

20.000  pounds  of  lead,  in  bars  of  a pound  weight, 

10.000  pounds  of  rifle  powder,  and 

16.000  rifle  flints. 

All  these  articles  to  be  of  the  first  quality,  and  put  up  in  the  most  secure 
manner.  The  powder  jshould  be  in  kegs  not  exceeding  twenty-five  pounds, 
and  the  kegs  packed  in  boxes,  of  which  each  box  ought  to  contain  no  more 
than  four.  The  other  articles  to  be  put  up  in  such  bulk  as  may  render  them 
suitable  for  a considerable  inland  transportation. 

* These  Indians  were  removed  west  under  the  orders  of  the  Office  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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They  will  be  shipped  for  Fort  Smith  to  the  address  of  the  (^hoctam 
Agency  Westy^  and  marked  accordingly.  The  freight  will  be  paid  on  de- 
livery at  Fort  Smithj  to  which  place  duplicate  bills  of  lading  will  be  sent 
by  the  shipper. 

The  ordnance  funds  will  be  immediately  credited  with  the  cost  of  the 
above  articles^  together  with  the  expense  of  shipment. 

Respectfully^  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  O,  S. 

To  Colonel  George  Bomford, 

Ordnance  Office^  Washington  City. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^, 

Washington,  May  5,  1832^. 

Sir:  Below  is  a statement  of  deficiencies,  &c.,  in  your  accounts  for  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1831,  and  first  quarter  1832.  An  opportunity  now  offers 
for  you  to  correct  them  in  some  manner  before  they  are  finally  closed  by 
the  Second  Auditor. 


Abst.  Voucher. 


1. 


15. 


15. 


83. 


36. 


39. 


Wright  and  Ragsdale,  consolidated  abstract  of  rations,  No.  5, 
13,585  rations,  should  be  13,583  rations,  at  6i  cents,  ex- 
tended, $883  2,  should  be  $882  89;  difference  $00  13 
W.  and  R.’s  ditto,  ditto,  forage  No.  6,  return 
No.  1.  41  wagon  horses  and  oxen,  1 day,  ex- 

tended, 88  gals,  corn  instead  of  82  gals.,  at 
75  cents,  - - - - - 56  00 

Deduct  short  calculation  of  6611  bushels  corn  at 

75  cts.,  ^495  75  instead  of  $496  03,  - [28 

Hire  of  wagon  16th  to  24th  November,  9 days, 
at  $5,  $45.  The  receipt  is  only  for  $40;  dif- 
ference - - - - - 5 00 

S.  Ragsdale,  201  Indians,  4 days,  extended,  205 

instead  of  204;  difference  - - « 9 

Silas  D.  Fisher,  sub-voucher,  Thomas  Bell,  x no 

witness,  - ^ . 13  80 

William  Carter,  x no  witness,  - - - 8 71 

Thomas  Lee,  (no  such  voucher,)  - - ^ 5 00 

J.  Price,  do.,  not  on  Fisher’s  account,  » - 3 12 

Wm.  Hill,  do.,  fel3  80  instead  of  §12  60;  differ- 
ence - - . “ “ - I 20 

Account  for  services,  Wm.  S.  Colquhoun,  no 
voucher,  for  forage  and  stabling  of  horse  2 mo. 

22  days,  $16,  - . - . 

No  voucher  for  postage  - - - 

No  voucher  for  stationery,  ^ 
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The  following  items  are  suspended: 

Transportation  Washington  City  to  Little  Rock,  1 100  miles,  at  10  c.  $1 10  00 
Do,  Little  Rock  to  Vicksburg,  500  miles,  at  10  c..  - 50  00 


Transportation  to  Choctaw  agency,  160  miles,  at  10  c.  • $16  00 

Do.  from  agency  to  Doak’s  stand,  80  milesj  at  10  c.  8 00 

Do.  do.  to  Columbus,  22  miles,  at  10  c.  - 2 20 

Purchases  of  subsistence  were  made  by  you,  and  are  accounted  for  as 
having  been  turned  over  to  two  persons,  to  wit: 

To  Capt.  Noel  Gardiner, 

5 bbis.  flour  at  $8  50,  . * - ^42  50 

4 bbls.  pork  at  ^14  00,  « - - 56  00 

202  lbs.  bacon  at  $7,  - - - - 14  14 

15112  64 

^ $15  00 

. 56  00 

^ 12  75 

$83  75 


It  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  evidence  of  the  issue  of  the  above  provi- 
sions. This  must  devolve  on  you;  but  the  circumstances  of  the  purchase 
and  issue  were  such  that  the  best  evidence  you  can  obtain  will  suffice.  It  is 
regretted  that  irregularities  of  this  kind  could  not  have  been  avoidedl 

The  vouchers  of  the  account  for  first  quarter,  1832,  are  not  materially  ob- 
jectionable, but  the  forms  qf  account  should  have  been  more  rigidly  adher- 
ed to;  and  in  this  case,  as  in  the  previous  account,  the  provisions  and  forage 
should  all  have  been  abstracted,  no  matter  how  obtained,  and  the  issues  of 
them  thus  plainly  shown  i A new  system  for  the  operations  of  the  coming 
season,  and  which  will  extend  to  every  thing  connected  with  the  removal 
and  subsistence,  is  about  to  be  devised,  and  the  accountability  will  be  such 
as  to  demand  the  most  scrupulous  exactness  in  the  agent’s  accounts  of  every 
description. 

Colonel  Gaines  has  been  requested  to  furnish  Wright  and  Ragsdale’s  con- 
tracts. He  has  not  replied;  but  if  these  contracts  are  in  your  possession, 
or  you  can  get  them,  you  will  forward  them  to  me.  The  contracts  for 
steamboat  hire  ought  also  to  be  on  file.  If  you  can,  forward  them. 

Enclosed  are  copies  of  several  vouchers  by  which  you  may  be  enabled 
to  perfect  those  now  on  file,  or  supply  new  and  correct  ones. 

It  is  desirable  that  your  accounts  should  be  closed:  you  will  therefore 
forward  the  necessary  explanations,  &c.,  as  soon  as  pracncable. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Capt.  W.  S.  CoLQUHOUN, 

Special  Agent,  Choctaw  Agency, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  7,  1832. 

Sir;  The  examination  of  your  accounts  for  expenditures  in  the  removal 
and  subsistence  of  Indians,  shows  the  following  deficiencies: 


S.  D.  Fisher, 

15  bushels  corn  at  $1, 

4 bbls.  pork  at  $14, 

H bbls.  flour  at  $8  50, 


Abst.  Voucher^ 


2.  13. 

inority,  - - - - _ 

16.  Miles  C.  Folks  signs  for  J.  and  J.  Lane  without 
authority,  - - - _ . 


$25  00  I 


13  65 


It  is  a rule  at  the  Treasury  that  agents  Vho  sign  receipts  for  their  prin-  1 
cipais  must  do  so  upon  written  authority.  If  you  cannot  obtain  this  in  the  : 
above  cases,  your  certificate  that  you  know  these  men  to  act  for  their  prin- 
cipals will  answer.  , 

The  two  following  vouchers  are  disallowed: 

Papers  marked 

4.  Wm.  B.  McLane  signs  for  Messrs.  Wright  and 

Ragsdale,  - - . - - - g50  00 

5.  Samuel  Ragsdale^s  receipt  for  Messrs.  Wright  and 

Ragsdale  - - - - - 80  00 

The  contractors,  Messrs.  Wright  and  Ragsdale,  were  settled  with  in  full 
by  Captain  Colquhoun,  independently  of  these  two  payments.  As  soon  as 
they  were  advanced,  you  should  have  apprized  both  Colonel  Gaines  and 
Captain  Colquhoun,  so  that,  on  settlement,  the  deduction  might  have  been 
made. 

I hope  that  no  difficulty  will  occur  in  getting  the  money  refunded;  for  that 
purpose  it  would  be  well  to  forward  to  Captain  William  S.  Colquhoun,  at 
Vicksburg,  a power  of  attorney  to  receive  it  from  them,  and  request  him  at 
the  same  time  to  credit  the  Government  with  it. 

The  receipts  on  which  you  made  these  advances  are  returned  to  you. 

I will  thank  you  to  send  me  any  evidence  you  may  have  of  the  issue  of 
the  forage  and  provisions.  All  the  accounts  are  defective  in  this  respect. 

Besides  any  original  contracts  with  Wright  and  Ragsdale,  or  other  persons, 
it  is  desirable  that  the  original  requisitions  on  the  contractors  should  be  on 
file.  These  would  tend  to  establish  your  accounts  upon  final  settlement  at 
the  Treasury. 

Duplicate  sent  to  care  of  Colonel  Gaines  at  Mobile,  and  triplicates  to 
W.  S.  Colquhoun,  Choctaw  x\gency.  The  original  letter  was  sent,  under 
covery  to  Mr.  Colquhoun. 


Respectfully,  &c., 


GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 


To  N.  Norwood,  Esq., 

Late  Jlssistant  ^gent. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  8,  1832. 


Sir:  I send  you  herewith  a package  for  Mr.  N.  Norwood,  late  an  assist- 
ant agent,  and  a copy  of  the  letter  addressed  to  him.  You  will  perceive 
that  Mr.  Norwood  advanced  to  Wright  and  Ragsdale  ^130,  of  which  it  is 
supposed  you  were  not  apprized  when  you  settled  with  those  gentlemen, 
and  that,  m the  hurry  of  business,  it  was  overlooked  by  them. 

If  you  know  where  Mr  Norwood  is,  take  measures  to  have  the  package 
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delivered  to  him,  and  if  you  do  not  know,  you  will  endeavor  to  get  this 
money  from  Messrs.  Wright  and  Ragsdale;  and,  if  necessary  in  order  to 
have  it  refunded,  you  are  at  liberty  to  open  the  package,  and  take  from  it 
the  two  original  receipts  which  it  contains,  and  of  wMch  copies  accompany 
this  letter. 

If  you  succeed  in  getting  this  money,  you  will  retain  it  in  your  hands,  cre- 
diting the  Government  with  the  amount. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a Q,  S, 

To  Captain  William  S.  Colquhoun, 

Special  Indian  Jigent,  Choctaw  Agency, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  8,  1832. 

Sir:  You  have  been  already  apprized  that  $130  paid  by  Mr.  Norwood  to 
Messrs.  Wright  and  Ragsdale  was  not  noticed  in  the  settlement  with  them 
by  Captain  Colquhoun. 

To-day  I enclose  to  your  care  a package  for  Mr.  Norwood,  and  a copy 
of  the  letter  addressed  to  him,  for  your  perusal. 

I will  be  obliged  by  your  forwarding  this  package,  and  aiding  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines, 

Late  Superintendent,  ^c.,  Mobile,  Ala, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  8,  1832, 

Sir:  In  the  examination  of  your  accounts  for  expenditures  in  the  removal 
and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  the  following  deficiencies  appear: 

Abstract.  Voucher. 


2. 

Aect.  No. 


8. 

5. 


- $8  25 


Captain  Ona-Ba,  + no  witness 
J.  B.  Earless  services  as  assistant  agent  from  12th 
September  to  31st  December,  100  days  at  $5, 

(should  be  110  days,)  extended  ^500.  Short  - $50  00 
No.  6.  J.  B.  Earle’s  hire  of  three  wagons,  total  amount 
$770 — 13  days  returning  home,  at  ^4  75,  each, 

^185.  Short  - - . - 


The  following  items  are  disallowed: 


Abstract.  Voucher. 

3.  22. 

23. 

24. 


14  days’  board  steamboat  Walter  Scott  - 
Passage  to  New  Orleans  - . - 

7 days’  board,  &c.,  Vicksburg  - 


- ^00  25 


- ^14  00 

- 10  00 

9 0® 


86 


£ 512  ] 

Yoo  will  please  to  supply  the  deficiencies  above  noted,  and,  that  you  may 
the  better  be  able  to  do  so,  I send  you  copies  of  the  vouchers  in  which  they 
are  found.  As  soon  as  your  vouchers  are  corrected,  or  within  a reasonable 
time  from  this,  your  accounts  will  be  transferred  to  the  Treasury  for  final 
settlement. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  balance  against  you,  according  to  your  own  ac- 
count, was  turned  over  to  Colonel  Gaines  immediately  on  the  conclusion  of 
the  active  service.  If  so,  and  you  succeed  in  complying  with  the  requisitions' 
as  to  the  deficient  vouchers,  the  state  of  the  accounts  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  yourself  will  be  thus: 

Balance  due  United  Stales,  reported  4th  quarter,.- 1831  - - ^382  SS"’ 

Short  calculation  in  voucher  for  services  rendered  by 

J.  B.  Earle,  and  hire  of  wagon  - - $50  25 

Disallowances  to  be  deducted  - » - - 33  00 


Due  J.  B.  Earle,  - - - - ^17  25 

But  if  you  have  not  turned  over  the  sum,  reported  by  you  as 
due  the  United  States  4th  quarter,  1831,  you  will  deduct  from  it 


17  25^ 


And  transfer  this  amount  to  W.  S.  Colquhoun,  at  Yicksburg  - $365  58 


If  you  have  Messrs.  Moore  and  Trotter*s  contract,  or  any  other,  please 
to  forward  it,  with  any  additional  evidence  in  your  possession  as  to  the 
issue  of  forage  and  provisions.  The  accounts  are  very  imperfect  in  this 
respect.  I should  be  glad  if  they  could  be  made  less  so.  It  was  intended 
that  all  the  provisions  should  be  entered  on  abstracts  and  returns,  showing, 
the  number  of  persons  issued  to  from  day  tO‘d’ay,  &c. 

But  as  this  cannot  novr  be  done,  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  any  thing,- 
particularly  the  original  requisitions  on  the  contractors,  which  may  tend  to^ 
facilitate  the  settlement  of  your  accounts  at  the  Treasury  Department 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G. 

To  J.  B.  Earle,  Esq., 

Late  Assistant  S.gent^  Pinemllej 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsiste-nce> 

WaMngion,  May  9,  1832. 

Sir:. I have  deferred  a reply  to  your  letters  of  January  27y  February  7,. 
and  March  7,  ail  of  Which  have  been  recently  received,  in  order  to  wait  the 
completion  of  a new  plan  on  which  to  conduct  the  business  of  removal  and 
subsistence  of  Indians.  When,  therefore,  this  plan,  with  my  instructions, 
shall  be  ready,- 1 will  take  up  the  subjects  of  your  letters. 

Enclosed  are  forms  according- to  which  you  will  make  up  your  issues- to 
Indians  for  the  two  first  quarters  of  this  year,  and  you  will  take' care  to  keep 
all  the  accounts  connected  with  the  Indians  separate  from  the  army  accounts. 

A quantity  of  ammunition  for  the  Choctaws  will  be  shipped  to  Fort 
Smith.  It  will  consist  of  ^ ^ 

10.000  lbs.  of  powder  from  Pittsburgh, 

20.000  lbs.  of  lead,  and 

1 6,Q00  flints  from  St  Loui.^. 
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If,  on  the  arrival  of  these  articles,  the  sub-agent  should  be  absent,  you  will 
receipt  for  them,  taking  care  that  they  correspond  with  the  bills  of  lading, 
and  forward  a certificate  to  that  effect,  with  the  receipt  to  Captain  Brown, 
*\vho  will  pay  for  the  transportation. 

The  stores  will  be  immediately  turned  over  to  Captain  McClellan. 

llespectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

tigent  removal  and  subsistence  Choctaws,  Fort  Smith. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  9,  1832. 

Sir:  ln  reply  to  your  letter  of  20th  March,  I will  remark  that  there  was 
evidently  some  misapprehension  as  to  your  estimate  for  $25,000;  and  this 
certainly  would  not  have  occurred  if  the  estimate  had  been  specific.  But  it 
was  contained  in  . a letter,  and  without  a single  specification  as  to  the  cost  of 
items,  and  only  the  mention  that  it  embraced  Lieutenant  Stephenson’s  con- 
tracts, which,  as  no  estimate  had  been  received  from  him,  were  thought  to  be 
.provided  for. 

The  entire  sum  of  your  estimates  for  the  4th  quar- 
ter of  1831,  and  1st  and  2d  quarters  of  1832,  is 
And  there 'have  been  remitted  by  Major  Armstrong,  $35,000 
February  8,  draft  on  New  Orleans,  - - 20,000 

April  12,  do.  do  , - - - 25,000 

April  19,  do.  do.,  - - 15,000 


Leaving  this  balance  to  meet  your  estimated  expenditures  to  1st 
July  next^  - i.  ^ - 


And  I have  this  day  directed  a deposite  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  be 
placed  at  your  credit  in  the  Branch  United  States’  Bank  at  New  Orleans. 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  now  devising  a complete  system  for  the  removal 
and  subsistence  of  the  Indians;  and  regulations  in  conformity  thereto  will 
speedily  be  made  by  this  department. 

This  fact  has  been  communicated  to  Colonel  Gaines,  and  he  has  also  been 
advised  that  it  would  cause  his  services  as  superintendent  to  be  dispensed 
with  from  the  close  of  the  1st  quarter  of  the  present  year.  A quantity  of 
ammunition  stipulated  for  by  the  Choctaw  treaty  has  been  procured  by 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  through  the  Ordnance  Department,  and 
will  be  shipped  to  Fort  Smith,  to  the  order  of  the  Choctaw  agent,  viz. 

10.000  lbs.  of  powder  from  Pittsburgh, 

20.000  lbs.  lead,  and 

16.000  flints,  from  St  Louis. 

For  which  articles  the  transportation  will  be  paid  by  you  on  the  receipt 
ef  the  Choctaw  sub-agent,  (or,  in  his  absence^  on  that  of  Lieutenant  Rains,) 
with  a certificate  that  the  shipment  is  in  good  order,  and  corresponds  with 
the  bills  of  lading.  Respectfully,  &c., 

. GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

lo  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Superintending  removal  and  subsistence  Choctaws. 


^125,000 


95,000 


AAA 
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.V,  -im. 

Office  Commissary. General  Subsistence?  . '.V|Wr' 

WashingtOHy  MaT/ 9^  1832:^4 

Sir:  The  following  quantities  of  ammunition  intended  for  distribution  to  1 
the  Choctaw  Indians  have  been  procured  through  the  Ordnance  Department, , | 
and  will  be  shipped  to  you  at  Fort  Smith?  viz.  a | 

10.000  lbs.  of  powder  from  Pittsburgh, 

20.000  lbs.  lead,  and 

16.000  flints,  from  St.  Louis.  j 

The  freight  will  be  paid  by  Captain  J.  Brown,  superintendent  of  the  re- 
moval  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws,  Little  Rock,  on  your  receipt,  (or,  in  ' 
your  absence,  on  the  receipt  of  Lieutenant  Rains,)  with  a certificate  that  the 
shipment  is  in  good  order,  and  corresponds  with  the  bills  of  lading. 

Enclosed  is  a copy  of  my  letter  to  Colonel  George  Bomford,  which  con- 
tains information  that  may  be  satisfactory  to  you.  ! 

Respectfully,  &c.,  i 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G,  S. 

To  Captain  David  McClellan, 

Sub-agent^  Fort  Smith, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  10,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  had  your  accounts;  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the 
Choctaws  examined,.  The  following  deficiencies  appear: 

Abst.  Voucher.  i 

1.  19.  Charles  H.  Abert,  signs  as  agent  for  John  B.  Jones 

without  authority,  . - - - $455  75 

3.  28.  Ebahaka,  x no  witness,  - - - - 20  00 

42.  James  Holmes  signs  for  Henry  Love  without  au- 
thority, - --  - - - 2 00 

Copies  of  the  above  vouchers  accompany  this.  You  will  endeavor  to 
procure  from  Mr.  Abert  or  Mr.  Jones  evidence  that  thelatter  had  authorized 
the  former  to  receive  the  amount  for  which  he  receipts.  The  rule  at  the 
Treasury  Department,  where  accounts  are  finally  settled,  would  preclude 
your  getting  a credit  for  the  voucher  in  its  present  form.  If  you  cannot 
obtain  this  evidence,  send  me  the  best  you  can.  The  payment  to  Ebahaka 
was  probably  witnessed  by  some  person:  if  so,  you  can  be  able  to  furnish  a 
certificate  of  the  fact. 

I regret  that  all  the  provisions  and  forage  purchased,  (besides  what  the 
contractor  supplied,)  was  not  regularly  abstracted  and  accounted  for  as  so 
much  received  and  issued.  But  this  cannot  now  be  done.  Any  informa- 
tion which  you  may  be  able  to  give  this  department  will  be  acceptable. 

You  will  please  forward,  if  in  your  possession,  the  original  requisitions  on 
the  contractors. 

There  was  a considerable  distribution  of  tent-cloth  between  Pitchlyn’s  and 
Folsom’s  parties,  the  cost  of  which  was  ^98  25.  (See  abstract  3,  voucher  14.  ) 
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Will  you  please  to  slate  whether  this  was  a donation  or  not;  and,  also,  who 
got  the  branding  iron.  Send  a receipt  for  the  latter  if  you  have  one. 

I will  thank  you  for  your  early  attention  to  the  above,  which  will  much 
facilitate  the  closing  pf  your  accounts. 

Respectfully,  ^ 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Thomas  McGee,  Esq., 

Late  Assistant  Jlgent^  DemopoUs^  Jllahama. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  10,  1832. 

Sir;  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  11th,  15th,  20th,  and  22d  of 
Aprih  all  of  which  ask  for  information  in  relation  to  the  next  season’s  re- 
moval. On  this  subject  the  Secretary  of  War  is  devising  a general  system, 
which  will  very  shortly  be  completed,  and  in  accordance  with  which  the 
particular  instructions  of  this  department  wdll  be  framed.  Until  this  sys- 
tem and  the  instructions  are  communicated  to  the  agents,  nothing  definite 
can  be  done.  In  the  mean  while  you  will  continue  to  convey  to  me  the 
facts  which  may  come  to  your  knowledge,  and  the  result  of  your  inquiries, 
all  of  which  may  assist  in  throwing  light  upon  the  object  the  Government 
has  in  view.  ^ 

With  respect  to  the  cattle,  and  the  construction  of  the  treaty  as  to  them, 
no  explanation  or  order  can  be  given  by  me.  The  cattle  agent  was  not  of 
my  appointment,  nor  are  his  duties  under  my  cognizance.  The  kind  of 
cattle,  if  any,  to  be  received  by  my  agents  for  issue  as  beef  will  be  desig- 
nated hereafter. 

.Colonel  Gaines  has  been  informed  ihdii an  entire  re  organization  of 
the  plans  of  the  last  season  f and  the  confiding  of  the  principal  superin- 
tendencies and  agencies  to  oificers  of  the  army,  will  cause  his  services  to  be 
dispensed  with;  and  he  fias  been  requested  to  close  his  accounts  up  to  the 
end  of  the  first  quarter. 

But  it  is  proper  to  say  to  you,  that  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  continuance 
of  your  appointment,  and  probably  of  the  rest  of  the  agents  now  employed. 

I will  add,  also,  in  relation  to  the  routes,  that  it  is  now  contemplated  to 
take  all  who  shall  go  under  ihe  Government  agents  by  way  of  Helena  and 
Memphis. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Wjlliam  S.  Colquhoun, 

Special  Indian  *Mgent,  Chociaio  digency. 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  25,  1832. 

Sir;  The  examination  of  your  account  of  expenditures  for  the  4(h  quar- 
ter of  1831,  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  shows  the  following 
errors,  irregularities,  &c. 

12  , 
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Abstract.  Voucher. 

1.  9. 


1 


13. 


16. 

26. 

46. 


D.  Me  Alpine  is  charged  with,  and  receipts  for,  ^20,  to 
bear  the  expenses  of  Doctor  Craig’s  and  Ambrose  Ram^ 
sey’s  wagons-  home,  to  be  deducted  from  their  pay  on 
settlement.  This  voucher  cannot  be  admitted  in  its 
present  shape.  It  must  be  supported  by  a bill  of  the 
services  rendered  by  Craig  and  Ramsey. 

11.  This  voucher  is  a certificate  of  the  value  of  your  horse, 
saddle,  &c.  There  ought  to  have  been  a bill  and  receipt 
for  the  ^^195.  The  charge  is  rather  too  extravagant.  It 
was  not  contemplated  to  furnish  horses  of  such  value; 
and,  although  no  limit  was  fixed,  it  was  believed  that 
from  iSlOO  to  @125  would  be  in  all  cases  an  ample  allow- 
ance. 

John  D.  Boyd,  services  as  clerk  23d  and  24th  November, 
3 days;  ought  to  be  two,  and  charged  @7  50;  receipt  is 
for  only  jive. 

H.  Wolcott  signs  for  B.  H.  Jamieson  without  authority, 

R.  J.  Cotton  signs  for  James  Shirley  do. 

S.  D.  Fisher,  account  for  money  received  and  expended, 
amounting  to  @15  50.  There  is  no  evidence  of  the  ex- 
penditure, and  no  statement  of  what  was  purchased. 

Account  current.  On  this  there  is  a credit  of  @20,  received  from  Col, 
Gaines.”  That  gentleman  does  not  charge  you  with  this  on  his  accounts. 

Account  current^  No.  2.  This  account,  consisting  of  charges  for  trans- 
portation of  yourself,  and  for  your  services  as  special  agent,  is  accompanied 
by  no  voucher. 

The  two  last  accounts  are  not  signed. 

Every  item  ought  to  be  perfectly  clear  on  its  face;  otherwise,  embarrass- 
ment will  ensue  in  the  settlement,  and,  most  probably,  loss  to  the  disbursing 
agent. 

One  great  object  is  to  avoid  the  mingling  of  accounts,  by  making  transfers 
and  advances  of  small  amounts.  Unless,  therefore,  you  can  render  the 
charge  of  @20  to  McAlpin,  and  the  credit  to  Colonel  Gaines  of  the  same 
amount,  unobjectionable,  I would  prefer  that  you  w^ould  withdraw  them 
both  from  your  account  current  for  the  4th  quarter  of  1831,  and  render  a 
new  one  without  them. 

To  enable  you  to  do  this,  I send  you  a copy  of  the  account.  Copies  also 
of  the  several  deficient  papers  are  herewith. 

Vouchers  16  and  26  may  be  readily  corrected  by  a certificate  from  you 
that  the  agents  who  signed  them  were  properly  authorized  to  do  so. 

It  is  regretted  that  ^^no  regularity  could  he  observed  in  the  issue  of 
provisions  and  that  frequently  provisions  and  forage  were  purchased 
and  issued  without  that  due  form  which  otherwise  would  have  been  ob- 
served. 

These  extracts  refer,  no  doubt,  to  the  following  vouchers  for  purchases  of 
subsistence,  &c. 

Abstract.  Voucher. 


1. 

14, 

209  lbs.  cofiee,  and  204  lbs,  sugar 

- $51  02 

15. 

2011  lbs.  wheat  bread 

98  24 

cc 

17. 

67  lbs.  sperm  candles 

25  13 

Abstract.  Voucher. 


1 

18. 

53*78  lbs.  bacon,  30  lbs.  prime  pork,  100  bbls. 

flour  “ “ ” " 

- 1,218 

99 

ii 

21. 

100  pumpkins  - 

3 

00 

34. 

32  bushels  corn  meal 

32 

00 

ii 

37. 

37  bushels  do  do  - 

17 

00 

ii 

38. 

10  bbls.  corn  . - - 

8 

75 

ii 

47. 

Corn,  &c.  . - - - 

5 

12i 

And  the  following  vouchers  for  purchases  of  forage; 

ii 

30. 

21  bbls.  corn  $21,  fodder  $1 

- $22 

00 

ii 

36.' 

1424  lbs.  fodder  at  2 cts. 

28 

48 

ii 

44. 

200  bundles  fodder  - - - 

8 

00 

ii 

45. 

40  bbls.  corn  - - - 

40 

00 

And  possibly  to  voucher  46,  of  Silas  D.  Fisher,  noticed  before. 

That  part  of  your  current  No.  2.,  for  expenses  for  transpor- 

tation from  Madison,  Indiana,  to,  the  Choctaw  nation,”  amounting  to 
^■95  94  is  suspended  5 but  the  charges  should  be  supported  by  bills  and 
receipts. 

If  it  is  in  your  power  to  furnish  any  thing  like  a return  of  the  provisions 
and  forage,  it  will  be  satisfactory.  There  is  no  hesitancy  in  believing  that 
as  much  care  as,  under  the  circumstances,  could  be  observed,  was  exercised; 
and  that  the  public  funds  and  property  have  been  faithfully  applied;  but  the 
want  of  system,, which  you  remark,  is  much  to  be  deplored. 

A new  set  of  regulations,  now  about  to  be  promulgated,  will  effectually 
remedy  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  the  course  heretofore  pursued. 

I send  under  cover  to  you  letters  addressed  to  Dugald  McAlpine  and  J. 
T.  Earle,  whose  accounts  were  forwarded  by  you  to  me. 

You  will  please  to  act  upon  these  letters. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  /S' 

To  Samuel  T.  Cross, 

Special  Indian gent y Vicksburg. 


Ofeice  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

• Washington^  May  26,  1832. 

Sir;  1 have  had  your  account  for  expenditures  in  removal  and  subsistence 
of  the  Indians  examined.  It  is  correct  and  satisfactory,  with  the  exception 
of  there  being  no  account  of  the  issue  or  other  disposal  of 
10  barrels  of  flour  at  $6  50  - - - - - '^65  00 

Beef  and  corn  - * “ - - " 7 62 


^72  62 


A statement  as  to  the  issue  of  these  provisions  would  be  very  acceptable, 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Mr.  J.  T.  Earle, 

care  of  S.  T.  Cross,  Special  Indian  tdgent. 


[ ] 


Of’FiCE  Commissary  General  SubsistencKs  "I 

Washington,  May  26,  1832^ 


Sir:  The  following  is  the  result  of  an  examination  of  your  accounts  iri 
the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

Jiccount  current. — ^Voucher  8.  Robert  Mitchell,  sundries  $34  92,  should 
be  $24  92.  This  arises  from  $10  being  borrowed  money , which,  itappeeirs 
from  a mark  at  the  bottom  of  the  bill,  was  returned. 

The  balance  receipted  for  by  S.  T.  Cross  is  $126  21,  but  should  be 
$136  21;  and  this  latter  alnount  is  acknowledged  to  have  been  received  by 
Mr.  Cross  in  his  account.  The  difference  is  thus  balanced. 

Jiccount  current.  -^This  amount  credited  on  account  current  as  cash  feJ 
but  does  not  say  from  whom,  - - - $3  S6 

It  is  desirable  that  it  be  ascertained  from  whom  this  suni  was  obtained. 

Respectful  ly^. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  Si 

To  Mr.  Dugald  Me  Alpine, 

Care  of  S.  T.  Cross,  Special  Jlgent. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  1, 1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  several  letters  of  the  20th,  23d,  24th,  and  26th 
of  April;  the  last  asking  for  an  immediate  remittance  of  $25,000  to  meet 
the  demands  made  on  you  by'  Lieut.  Stephenson,  and  to  cover  the  cost  of 
the  issue  of  the  additional  half-pint  of  corn  to  the  ration  not  heretofore  es- 
timated for. 

This  sum  is  to-dayVequired  to  be  deposited  by  the  Treasurer,  to  youf 
credit,  in  the  Branch  of  the  United  States^  Bank  at  New  Orleans. 

Enclosed  is  a copy  of  my  letter  of  the  9th  May,  advising  you  of  a deposite' 
on  that  date  in  New  Orleans  of  $30,000,  and  detailing  the  dates  and  amounts 
of  former  remittances  in  fulfilment  of  your  estimates. 

Please  state  immediatel}^,  on  the  reception  of  this  letter,  whether  you 
have  received  timely  advice  of  all  the  remittances  alluded  to. 

If  you  have  not  aiready[forwarded  a specific  estimate  for  the  expenditures 
of  the  third  quarter,  you  will  do  so  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Special  Agent,  4’C*.,  Lit  tie  Rock. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  4,  1S32. 

Sir:  1 have  received  your  letter  of  IPth  May  stating  that,  in  consequence 
of  word  being  sent  to  you  by  Mr.  John  Byrn,  that  Colonel  Gaines  had 
written  to  him  that  you  would  attend  the  sales  to  receive  the  beef  cattle; 
you  will  depart  immediately  on  this  business.  From  the  route  to  be  taken, 
the  distances  to  be  travelled,  the  persons  to  be  employetl,  the  risk  in  lierd- 
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irig,  and  other  causes  o£  eicpetiditure,  &c.,  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  being  a 
most  expensive  undertaking. 

But,  above  all,  the  w’hole  proceeding  is  unauthorized;  and  it  is  regretted 
that  the  doubts  which  it  appears  you  entertained  on  the  subject,  did  not 
prevail.  A reference  to  your  own  quotation  froni  my  letter  to  Colonel 
Gaines  will  show  that  it  was  not  intended  that  the  cattle  should  be  received 
by  my  agents,  until  a party  is  ready  to  remove. 

The  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Byrn  by  the  War  Department,  under  date 
of  26th  October,  are  so  explicit  that  no  mistake  ought  to  have  occurred.  A 
copy  of  those  instructions  is  enclosed.  The  design  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment has  undoubtedly  been  misapprehended. 

An  attentive  perusal  of  the  instructions  beforementioned,  and  of  my  let- 
ter, cannot  but  create  astonishment  at  the  entire  opposition  of  the  views  of 
the  Secretary  of  Wai*,  when  corhpared  with  the  course  which  it  would 
seendi  the  agent  is  now  pursuing.  A Copy  of  my  letter  of  10th  May  is 
herewith.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  I cannot  at  present  instruct  you 
with  regard  to  the  cattle,  and  that  a new  organization  will  soon  take  place 
in  the  system  of  removal,  &c.  Should  you  have  received  any  beef  cattle 
from^  the  agent  before  this  letter  arrives,  you  will  dispose  of  them  in  any 
way  by  which  loss  may,  as  far  as  possible,  be  avoided.  It  would  be  well, 
perhaps,  to  put  them  again  in  possession  oC  the  cattle-agent,  who  would 
sell  them  as  he  does  the  other  cattle;  and  you  will  receive  no  more,  and 
take  no  further  step  until  advised  by  me  to  do  so. 

Colonel  Gaines  advanced  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Everett  three  hundred  dollars, 
and  makes  this  remark  on  the  abstract  where  the  advance  is  charged:  “Mr. 
Everett  went  with  a party  to  Washita w,  it  is  expected  he  will  settle  his 
account  with  Captain  Colquhoun.’’  Has  this  gentleman  accounted  to  you? 
If  he  has  not,  please  to  ascertain  the  cause. 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  S. 

_To  Captain  Wm.  S.  ColquhOun, 

Special  Indian  ^gtnt^  Choctaw  t,dgency. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Com7mssary  General  Suhshtence^  June  5,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  the  receipt  of  the  cashier  of  the  Branch  of  the  United 
States’  Bank,  Nashville,  for  ^10,000,  transferred  by  Captain  W.  L. 
McClintock,  United  States’  army,  agent  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of 
the  Cherokee  Indians,  from  his  account,  to  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  appropriation  made  by  act  of  28th  May,  1830, 
lor  an  exchange  of  lands  with  the  Indians;  for  which  sum  I request  that  a 
refunding  warrant  may  issue,  and  Captain  McClintock’s  account  credited 
with  the  same. 


To  Wm.  B.  Lewis,  Esq  , 

Second  Aucliio}'^ 


Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  S, 

Treasury  Department. 
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Emigration  of  Indians^ 

O^ce  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  June  6,  1832. 
Sir:  1 enclose  to  your  care  a package  addressed  to  Captain  William  Sd> 
Colquhoun,  special  agent,  &c.,  which  you  will  please  to  forward  to*  him,  by 
express,  wherever  he  may  be  in  the  nation.  He  will  pay  to  the  express 
the  price  stipulated,  of  which  1 will  thank  you  to  inform  him  by  letter. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S. 

To  Wm.  Ward,  Esq., 

Choctaio  Jlgeiit,  Choctaw  tdgency. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  June  9 1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  lOth  May.  A copy  of  mine  of 
the  9th  of  that  month  is  enclosed  herewith.  By  this  letter  you  will  per- 
ceive the  reasons  which  have  prevented  me  from  answering  your  previous 
communications.  These  reasons  still  exist,  but  it  will  not  be  many  days* 
before  I shall  be  enabled  to  instruct  you  fully  in  relation  to  your  duties. 

The  allowance  of  one  dollar  and  a quarter  a day,  in  addition  to  your  pay 
in  the  line,  will  be  made  to  you  from  the  1st  of  January  last.  But  as  you 
have  probably  drawn  ^20  a month,  as  acting  assistant  commissary  up  to  this" 
time,  you  will  be  entitled  to  the  difference  between  the  per  diem  and  this 
amount. 

You  will  cease  drawing  assistant  commissary’s  pay  on  the  30th  June  in- 
stant, and  thenceforth,  until  otherwise  directed,  you  will  draw  the  $l  25 
from  the  Indian  fund. 

The  total  amount  of  per  diem  for  the  two  quarters  of  the  present 
year,  ending  30th  instant,  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  days, 
at  25,  is  - - - - - - $227  50 

From  which  deduct  the  pay  of  assistant  commissary,  six  months, 

at  ^20  a month,  - - - ' - 120  00 


Balance  due  Lieutenant  Rains  1st  July,  1832,  - - ^107  50 


This  balance  will  be  paid  to  you  by  Captain  Brown. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

Agent  removal  and  subsistence  Indiai^s,  Fort  Smith, 


Emigration  of  Indians,- 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  June  9,  1832. 
Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  your  account  current  for  the  fourth  quarter  of 
1831. 

Please  to  make  out  a new  account,  and  fill  up  on  the  credit  side  the  vari- 
ous sums  omitted.  Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  0.  G.  S,. 

Lieut.  S.  V.  R.  Ryan, 

Agent  removal  and  subsistence  Indians^.  Little  Rock, 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  12,  1832. 

Sir:  The  following  is  the  result  of  an  examination  of  your  account  for 
disbursements  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws  for  the  fourth 
quarter  of  1831,  and  of  your  return  of  provisions  and  of  property  for  the 
same  period. 

ACCOUNT. 

Mstract  of  Disbursements, 

Voucher  71.  Peter  Nixon,  1st  October  to  23d  December,  at  ^25  per 
month,  ;^69  45,  should  be  $68  54;  difference,  - - 91 

Voucher  80.  C.  Brumback,  sundry  horse-shoeing  and  repairing 
wa&on-chains,  ox-yokes,  &c.,  from  21st  to  28th  December, 

1831.  This  voucher  is  entirely  defective  in  not  being  specific, 

Error  in  addition  of  the  abstract,  §10,281  97  should  be  i^l0,271,'^ 

97,  - - - - - - *•  - 10  00 


$10  91 


Jlccount  Current, 
Dr. 

Sum  of  abstracts,  - - „ ' - 

Deduct  amount  of  differences, 


/ Cr. 

By  cash,  - ^ - 

Balance  due  Captain  B.  - 

Amount  overcharged, 


- §11,319  47 
10  91 


§11,308  56 


- ^46  81 

. 10  91 


§11,272  66 
35  90 


§11,308  56 

Leaving  a balance  due  you  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  quarter  1831,  of 
§35  90  instead  of  §46  81. 

Provision  Return, 

This  is  defective  in  ail  the  vouchers  for  issue.  It  is  desirable  that  you 
procure  evidence  of  the  proper  disposal  of  all  these  provisions,  and  render 
an  abstract  showing  the  same. 

If,  however,  you  cannot  procure  such  evidence,  get  the  best  you  can. 
This  is  necessary,  in  order  that  no  charge  may  remain  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury  against  you. 

Property  Return, 

This  will  be  more  minutely  examined  hereafter,  but  it  is  substantially 
correct.  The  transfer  of  corn  to  Samuel  Garland  ought  to  be  accounted  for 
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regularly  on  an  abstract,  showing  the  number  of  days  drawn  for,  of  horses 
issued  to,  &c.  You  will  endeavor  to  procure  such  an  abstract,  or  the  ma- 
terials to  make  one. 

Thirty-nine  bushels  of  corn,  and  a half  bushel  of  salt,  are  entered  on  pro- 
perty return  and  not  paid  for.  No  entry  of  property,  provisions,  or  forage, 
should  be  made  in  anticipation:  confusion  may  thereby  be  created. 

Soon  after  your  second  quarter’s  accounts  shall  have  been  received,  they 
will  be  examined,  and  the  balances  reported,  so  that  those  for  the  third 
quarter  may  be  unembarrassed  by  previous  discrepancies. 

The  accounts  of  your  assistants  should  be  rendered  complete,  simultane- 
ously with  your’s.  None  have  yet  been  received  from  Mr.  Fulton  and 
Colonel  Rector.  If  those  gentlemen  have  not  forwarded  them  before  this 
arrives,  urge  them  to  do  so  immediately;  and  see,  if  you  please,  that  all  their 
papers,  particularly  their  provision  and  property  returns,  are  full  and  satis- 
factory. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 


To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Superintending  removal  and  subsistence  Choctaws,  Little  Rock. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  12,  1832. 

Sir:  Since  mine  of  yesterday,  I have  received  your  three  letters  of  the 
10th,  and  fhree  of  the  11th  of  May,  with  the  following  papers: 

Abstract  of  property,  account  current,  abstract  of  purchases  of  provi- 
sions, abstract  of  disbursements  for  contingencies,  return  of  provisions,  ^c., 
return  of  property,  &c.,  and  abstract  of  issues,  with  vouchers,  all  for  the 
second  quarter  of  1832. 

Lieutenant  flains’s  accounts  for  the  first  quarter  were  received  in  your^s 
of  the  2d  of  May. 

Your  estimate  for  the  third  quarter  is  not  yet  received. 

* Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Superintending  removal  and  subsistence  Choctaws,  Little  Rock. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  12,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  this  day  received  your  account  for  disbursements  in  the  re- 
moval and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1831,  and 
first  quarter  of  1832,  with  return  of  provisions  for  the  same  periods.  They 
will  soon  be  examined,  and  the  result  made  known  to  you. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  John  F.  Fulton,  Esq., 

Special  Jigent  removal  and  subsistence  Choctaws,  Little  Rock. 


97 


C 512  2 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commksary  General  Subsistence,  June  13,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  through  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  superintendent  of 
the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws,  your  accounts  of  disburse- 
ments in  that  service  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year.  They 
will  be  examined,  and  the  result  made  known  to  you  in  a short  time. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  & 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

Agent  removal  and  subsistence  Choctaws,  Fort  Smith, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  1:3,  i832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  of  May,  with  accounts  of  dis- 
bursements during  the  1st  quarter,  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the. 
Choctaws.  They  will  soon  be  examined,  and  the  result  made  known  to  you. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Lieuteeant  S.  V.  R.  Ryan, 

Agent  removal  and  subsistence  Choctaws,  Little  Rock. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  16^  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  29th  of  May  and  2d  instant. 
As  far  as  these  letters  relate  to  contemplated  arrangements  for  the  removal, 
1 will  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  10th  of  May,  the  reception  of  which 

you  acknowledge. 

I deem  that  letter  sufficiently  indicative  of  my  determination  to  have 
nothing  done  until  the  new  system  was  completed,  and  the  instructions, 
under  that  system  communicated  to  you.  Notwithstanding,  it  appears  that 
you  have  committed  yourself  to  several  of  the  chiefs  as  to  the  times  and 
places  of  assemblage,  the  period  of  departure,  and  the  routes  to  bo  travelled; 
and,  moreover,  that  you.  have  assigned  the  duty  of  agent  to  a gentleman 
(Mr.  Earle)  no  longer  in  service. 

All  these  things  form  most  important  parts  of  the  new  regulations,  and 
the  mode  in  which  you  have  performed  them  may  conflict  materially  with 
the  plans  about  to  be  adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  and  I trust  you  have  not  proceeded  so  far 
that  you  may  not  readily  retract;. at  all  events,  take  not  a single  step  farthe^^ 
in  any  thing  connected  with  the  removal  until  you  are  instructed  by  me. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S, 

To  Captain  William  S.  Colquhoun, 

Special  Indian  Agent,  Choctaw,  Agency, 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  18,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  of  May,  with  accounts  up  to  the  end  of  the 
1st  quarter  is  received.  They  shall  be  examined  as  soon  as  the  pressure  of 
business  will  ,?idmit. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GiBSOM,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Colonel  Wharton  Rector, 

Special  Agent,  rem^l  and  subsistence,  Bans,  Little  Rock. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  19,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  pf  yesterday,*  transmitting  Major  Baker’s 
account  for  10,000  pounds  of  rifle  powde^,  with  the  expenses  thereon,  and 
an  invoice  of  the  shipment  of  the  same  to  the  Choctaw  Agency  West.  The 
amount,  $2,253  62,  shall  be  immediately  remitted  to  Major  Baker  at  Pitts- 
burgh. 

I have  also  received  a letter  addressed  by  you  to  Major  J.  Garland,  and 
referred  by  him  to  me,  transmitting  the  account  of  Major  Talcott  for  ninety- 
nine  officers’  swords,  for  the  use  of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  amounting  with 
expenses  to  ^1,162  56,  which  sum  will  be  remitted  to  Major  Talcott  at 
Watervliet,  New  York. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 


To  Colonel  George  Bomford, 

Ordnance  Department. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  19,  1832. 

Sir:  The  statement  of  the  cost  of  ten  thousand  pounds  of  powder  shipped 
from  the  United  States’  Arsenal  at  Pittsburgh  to  the  Choctaw  Agency  West, 
with  the  expenses  thereon,  has  been  received  by  me  through  the  Ordnance 
Department.  The  amount,  $2,253  62,  will  be  immediately  remitted  to 
you  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

The  above  sum  will  be  charged  to  you  for  ^^disbursements  on  account  of 
the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians:”  you  will  please,  therefore,  to 
forward  to  me  an  account  current,  abstract,  &c.,  on  which  you  will  be 
credited  with  the  expenditure. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 
To  Major  R.  L.  Baxer,  .. 

Ordnance  service,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Offi.ce  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  19,  1832. 
Sir:  The  Ordnance  Department  has  transmitted  to  me  your  statement  of 
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the  cost  of  ninety-nine  Crfficers’  swords,  intended  for  the  CfioctaW  Indians,* 
and  the  expenses  thereon. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  will  remit  you  the  amount,  one  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  sij^ty-two  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents,  immediately. 

This  sum  will  be  charged  to  you  for  ‘‘  disbursements  on  account  of  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians.  You  will  please,  therefore,  forward 
to  me  an  account  current,  abstract,  &c.,  on  which  you  will  be  credited  witb’ 
the  expenditure. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant/ 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  &, 

To  Major  George  Talcott, 

Ordnance  service,  Watervliet,  New  York* 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  21,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  accounts  have  not  yet  been  taken  up  for  examination,  but  a* 
glance  at  the  account  current  shows  the  following  inaccuracies: 

Credit* 


From  1st  September  to  15th  October,  cash  of  Captain  Clark, 
Captain  Clark’s  account  for  3d  ahd  4th  quarters  embrace  your 
receipts;  one  dated  10th  September,  for 
And  one  dated  15th  October,  for  - - 


Your  account  is  short  . - - 

December  2,  cash  of  John  T.  FultOn,  - - - 

Mr.  Fulton’s  account  for  4th  quarter  1831,  and  1st  quarter 
1832,  contains  your  receipt  for  - . - 


gl,333 

ig700 

600 

1,300' 

486 

67 

487 

Your  account  is  short 


1 


^68 


Among  3’^oUr  receipts  for  moneys  advanced,  is  one  for^IOO,  ^‘on  account 
of  forage  and  subsistence  of  a party  of  emigrants  moving  by  land  to  the  post 
of  Arkansas,”  undercharge  of  ‘‘Robert  M.  Jones,  asMstant  agent” 

Mr.  Jones’s  certificate  that  he  expended  thisjmoney  in  furnishing  a party 
of  Choctaw  emigrants,  &c.  &c.,  will  not,  I apprehend,  be  deemed  sufficient 
evidence  at  the  Treasury.  » 

You  will  endeavor  to  procure  something  like  a regular  statement,  show- 
ing the  number  of  persons,  of  horses,  days,  issues,  &c. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  O*  8. 

To  Colonel  Wharton  Rector, 

Special  ^genf,  fyc,,  Liitk  Rock^ 
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Emksration  OS’  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  21,  1832 

Sir:  It  is  found,  On  examination  in  this  office,  that  the  cash  charged  by 
you  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  and  that  credited  by  him  as  having  been  ad- 
vanced by  you  do  not  agree.  This  has  been  caused,  no  doubt,  by  your  not 
having  possessed  funds  to  meet  all  his  drafts  on  presentation,  with  which  he 
credited  you  as  they  were  driawn.  The  following  amounts  are  entered  by 
Lieutenant  Stephenson  in  his  accounts  for  the  4th  quarter  of  last  year,  and 
1st  quarter  of  the  present. 


1831,  t)ecember  26,  $\,2^4 

88 

March  9,  S 50  00 

27, 

400 

00 

10,  2,987  57 

31, 

1,825 

12 

11,  ISO  00 

355 

76 

12,  400  00 

1832,  February  20, 

400 

OO 

15,  4,641  81i 

28, 

778 

33 

17,  1,014  58 

March 

725 

00 

19,  5,318  00 

7, 

2,110 

75 

21,  811  00 

8, 

751 

181 

Total 

- 

®24,043  99 

And  the  advances  charged  by 

you  in  your  account  for  the  1st  quarter  ol 

the  present  year,  areas  follows: 

Abstract  of  contingencies. 

voucher  42,  - 

jgl,294  88 

i i 

(6 

43,  . 

400  00 

a 

a 

£C 

108,  - 

105  00 

(£ 

138,  - 

400  00 

a 

(( 

165,  - 

430  00 

<i 

(< 

6C 

166,  - 

295  00 

6i 

(( 

ii 

175,  - 

274  181 

<c 

a 

6C 

180,  - 

^ 1,300  00 

it 

u 

(( 

181,  - 

142  00 

Total, 


$4,641  06i 


That  I may  be  enabled  to  have  your  accounts  for  the  4th  quarter  of  1831 
and  1st  quarter  of  1832  settled,  with  those  of  Lieutenant  Stephenson  for  the 
same  periods,  you  will  please,  immediately  on  the  reception  of  this  letter, 
to  give  me  an  accurate  statement  of  the  vaHoui^  payments  and  advances  made 
to  that  gentleman.  If  your  accounts  for  the  second  quarter  of  this  year  are 
not  ready,  do  not  delay  for  that  reason.  And  I would  impress  upon  you 
the  necessity  of  making  these  latter  embrace  every  one  of  your  moneyed 
transactions  not  previously  accounted  for;  so  that  the  third  quarter’s  pay- 
ments may  be  in  fulfilment  only  of  engagements  contracted  within  that 
quarter. 

I have  received  your  letter  of  30th  of  May.  Your  object  appears  to  be 
to  call  my  attention  to  the  difficulties  which  resulted  from  a division  ©f  the 
duties  of  superintending  the  removal  of  the  Indians.  I am  well  aware  that 
the  result  was  not  such  as  could  have  been  wished;  and  I fully  appreciate 
the  disadvantages  under  which  you  labored.  But  the  system,  which  I ad- 
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vised  you  on  the  9th  ultimo,  was  about  being  framed,  will  obviate  the  great 
source  of  evil — a want  of  understanding  and  co-operation — by  the  precision 
with  which  each  agent^s  duties  will  be  defined;  and  by  the  fixing  of  a route 
that  shall  be  known  to  all,  and  on  which  there  may  be  a concentration  of  all 
the  resources  of  the  country,  and  all  the  energies  of  the  agents.  This  route 
will,  I think,  be  by  way  of  Memphis,  thence  to  Helena)  by  the  river, 
thence  through  by  land  to  Fort  Smith,  leaving  Little  Rock  to  the  left. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should,  for  the  present,  refrain  from  any  opera- 
tion of  a nalure  to  involve  pecuniary  expenditure  with  a view  to  the  next 
removal,  as  it  may  conflict  with  the  arrangements  above  alluded  to,  and  be 
an  ineffectual  appropriation  of  the  public  money.  You  shall  be  speedily  in- 
formed of  the  whole  plan  of  operations  for  the  future. 

, Any  repairs  that  may  be  making  on  the  road  between  Little  Rock  and 
Port  Smith)  and  from  Little  Rock  in  the  direction  of  Helena,  may  be  con- 
tinued. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Super’ g rem’l  and  subsistence  Choctaws^  Little  Rock, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  22,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  request  that  Lieutenant  Joseph  Clay,  4th  in- 
fantry, and  now  at  Newark,  New  Jersey,  may  be  placed  under  my  orders, 
for  duty  in  this  department,  to  aid  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the 
emigrating  Indians. 

^ Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  the  Hon.  Lewis  CAsa, 

Secretary  of  PFar. 

Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  2f’,  1832. 
Sir:  Herewith  is  special  order  No.  91.  This  order  places  you  under 
my  direction  with  a view  to  employment  as  a disbursing  officer  in  the  re- 
moval and  subsistence  of  the  emigrating  Indians.  You  will  please  to  report 
to  me,  in  person,  as  soon  as  practiOable;  and  in  the  mean  time  advise  me  of 
the  reception  of  this  lettei*. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  Joseph  Clay,* 

U,  S,  Ji.,  Newark,  N J, 

Emigration  op  Indians) 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  27,  1832. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  request  that  Lieutenant  W.  Seawell  of  the  7th 

* Lt.  Clay  did  not  accept  the  appointment.  He  joined  Gen.  Scott  in  the  Black  Hawk 
iPedition,  and  died  of  cholera. 
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infantry,  and  now  in  this  city,  may  be  placed  under  my  orders  for  duty  in 
this  department^  to  aid  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  emigrating 
Indians. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  8. 

To  the  Hon.  Lewis  Ciss, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Emigration  oe  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  29 j 1^32* 
Sir:  Herewith  is  an  order  which  places  you  under  my  direction,  foi*  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  emigrating  Indiatns. 
You  will  please  report  to  me  in  person. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  W.  Seawell, 

• U.  S.  Washington  city. 


Emigration  oe  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  23,  1832. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  referred  to  me  your  letters  to  him,  dated 
2d  and  3d  instant;  and  I have  received  yours  of  the  20th  instant. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  answered  your  communications  to  him  on  the 
following  points:  In  relation  to  the  aversion  of  the  Indians  to  travelling  in 
steamboats;  as  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  ration;  and  as  to  enlarging  the 
muster-roll.  With  regard  to  the  first,  he  has  informed  you  of  the  Presi- 
dent’s determination  that  the  Indians  shall  move  by  steamboats;  on  the 
second  point,  he  has  told  you  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  ration  provided  by 
the  regulations,  in  the  aggregate  issue  to  men,  women,  and  children;  and  on 
the  third,  that  the  idea  of  enlarging  the  muster-roll  cannot,  for  a moment, 
be  entertained. 

, On  the  subject  of  removal  by  land,  as  again  adverted  to  in  your  letter  to 
me,  I will  remark  that  the  determination  of  the  President  remains  un- 
altered. 

If  they,  in  reality,  entertain  the  fears  to  which  you  allude,  you  will  endea- 
vor to  correct  their  impressions.  Tell  them  of  the  rapidity  and  certainty 
with  which  they  will  travel;  of  the  distress  to  which  the  Senecas  who  re- 
moved last  year  were  subjected  in  their  land  route;  and  use  any  other  ar- 
guments which  may  occur  to  your  mind;  but,  above  all,  say  that  the  plan 
of  removal  by  steamboat  is  unalterable.  It  is  expected  that  your  report 
will  be  speedily  made,  and  the  mode  of  removal  to  the  point  of  embarca- 
tion  laid  down. 

One  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  steamboats,  you  state  to  be  the  great 
number  of  horses,  and  the  estimation  in  which  the  Indians  hold  them. 
These  will  be  taken  through  by  land  under  the  care  of  a competent  number 
of  young  men. 

The  horses  may  be  packed  with  an  ample  supply  of  provisions  for  those 
who  conduct  them,  but  must  be  subsisted  at  the  expense  of  the  Indians,  or 
depend  on  the  range  for  food. 
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No  engagements  will  be  entered  into  for  subsistence  or  transportation, 
until  after  the  arrival  of  Lieut.  J.  Clay,  of  the  United  States’  army,  who  is 
appointed  a disbursing  officer  in  the  removal,  &c.,  of  the  Ohio  Indians, 
and  will  be  on  his  way  west  in  a few  days. 

This  gentleman  will  bear  with  him  full  instructions  in  relation  to  the  du- 
ties he  is  to  perform. 

I think  proper  here  to  remark,  that  this  officer  will  carry  into  effect  your 
instructions  so  far  as  they  may  relate  to  the  procurement  of,  and  payment 
for,  transportation  and  provisions,  and  to  the  payments  for  services,  &c., 
according  to  sections  II  and  III  of  the  regulations;  but  the  particular  mode 
of  doing  the  business  will  be  prescribed  to  him  by  me.  Ail  requisitions 
upon  him  will  be  made  in  writing,  and  will  be  precise  and  definite  in  all 
respects. 

You  labor  under  some  misapprehension  with  respect  to  a confliction  be- 
tween the  forms  and  instructions.  The  term  agent  in  the  forms  means  dis- 
hursing  agent,  and  the  blank  before  the  latter  word  will  be  filled  up  by  the 
former. 

All  the  disbursements  will  therefore  be  made  by  an  officer  of  the  army;’’ 
and  all  the  forms  appertain  to  his  duties,  except  the  appraisement  return, 
muster-roll,  and  quarterly  statement  of  agents',  these  will  alone  be  ren- 
dered by  you. 

The  following  is  a synopsis  of  the  duties  of  a special  agent  and  superin- 
tendent, under  the  new  ‘‘regulations:’’  * 

Special  tdgeni’s  Duties. 

He  will  make  weekly  reports  of  progress  and  operations. 
Certify  quarterly  abstracts  of  disbursing  officers.  Fur- 
nish quarterly  statements  of  agents  employed,  &c.  Fur- 
nish data  to  disbursing  officers  for  making  estimates. 
Determine  route  and  mode  of  transportation. 

Certify  the  muster-rolls.  Forward  one  to  the  War  De- 
partment and  deliver  the  other  to  the  conductor  of  the 
party  mustered. 

Advertise  and  sell  stock,  and  pay  over  the  amount  to  the 
disbursing  officers. 

Countersign  appraisement  returns.  Transmit  duplicate 
of  the  appraisement  returns  to  the  agent  (Indians)  of  the 
proper  tribe  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  originals  to 
the  department.  Give  a certificate  in  each  case  of  the 
valuation  of  property,  where  that  property  is  not  to  be 
paid  for  until  the  owner  reaches  the  new  country. 

Have  the  improvements  paid  for,  (when  required  by 
treaty,)  before  emigration. 

In  reply  to  your  query  about  the  meaning  of  the  2d  article,  8th  section, 
I will  state  that  the  disbursing  agent  will  pay  for  the  actual  expenses  of  all 
persons  who  may  be  engaged  in  the  removal  whilst  they  accompany  a re- 
moving party.  Subsistence  and  lodging  may  be  obtained  at  taverns,  where 
there  are  any,  and,  in  any  other  way  where  there  are  none,  on  the  land  part  of 
the  route,  but  on  board  steamboats,  the  agents,  &c. , will  be  supplied  with  all 


Section.  Article. 

11.  5. 

IV.  1. 

IV.  12. 

VII.  3. 

5. 


* For  which,  see  appendix. 
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necessary  provisions  in  any  way  that  the  disbursing  officer  deems  best,  and 
some  one  may  be  appointed  by  you  or  him  to  take  charge  of  and  issue  them. 
On  this  matter  the  disbursing  officer  will  be  hereafter  instructed. 

For  transportation  by  land  the  disbursing  agent  will  furnish  a wagon,  and 
by  water,  will  pay  the  steamboat  passage.  In  the  letter  of  the  2d  June,  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  you  refer  to  the  necessity  of  having  a “secretary.’^ 
There  will  be  no  necessity  for  this,  in  as  much  as  those  duties,  requiring  the 
aid  of  a clerk,  will  devolve  entirely  on  the  disbursing  agent. 

In  th.e  same  letter  you  ask  whether  the  ten  cents  per  mile  for  transporta- 
tion, while  returnihg’^  is  exclusive  of  the  per  diem  or  in  lieu  of  it?  M 
is  in  addition  to  the  per  diem,  or  other  stated  allowance. 

The  Russia  sheeting  blankets  and  rifles  will  be  immediately  procured, 
and  you  will,  in  a few  days,  be  advised  of  the  time  they  leave  New  Yorlt, 
and  of  the  person  to  whom  they  will  be  consigned. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S. 

To  J.  B.  Gardiner,  Esq., 

- Superintendent  and  Special  Jigent^  Lebanon^  Ohio, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  2,  1S32. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  just  referred  to  me  your  letter  to  him, 
with  the  statement  of  the  cost  of  clothing  purchased  by  you  for  the  Choc- 
taw Indians.  The  amount  of  ^4,509  81  will  be  remitted  you  by  the  Trea- 
surer pf  the  United  States.  You  will  please  to  render  the  accounts  to  me. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  General  C.  Irvine, 

Commissary  General  Purchases,  Philadelphia. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  2,  1832. 

Sir.  You  will  proceed  hence,  by  way  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  the 
new  Cherokee  country  wesj  of  Arkansas  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
sisting the  emigrants  who  have  recently  arrived  there,  and  any  others  who 
may  hereafter  arrive  from  Georgia. 

You  will  be  governed  by  the  “ regulations  concerning  the  removal  of 
the  Indians,’^*  and  the  particular  instructions  which  may  be  given  you  under 
them. 

The  issues  to  the  Indians  will  continue  for  twelve  months  after  their  ar- 
rival: the  first  thing,  therefore,  to  which  you  will  turn  your  attention,  after 
providing  subsistence,  will  be  to  ascertain  the  day  the  respective  parties 
reached  the  new  country.  This  can  probably  be  learned,  from  the  Indian 
agent,  o.r  from  the  mpstei^.-rpll,  if  there  is  one;  and,  if  there  is  no  muster- 
roll,  you  will  immediately  proceed  to  make  one  in  accordance  with  article 
12,  section  IV.,  of  the  regulations,  and  upon  the  printed  form.  As  soon  as 
it  is  completed,  you  will  forward  a copy  to  me.  It  is  desirable  that  you 


* See  appendix. 
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distinguish  on  the  roll  between  those  who  emigrated  under  Mr.  Curry,  and 
those  who  went  over  for  commutation  allowance.  The  facts  necessary  to 
enable  you  to  do  this  may  be  readily  ascertained. 

You  are  authorized  to  hire  an  issuing  assistant,  or  two,  if  there  is  more 
than  one  place  of  issue,  and  to  procure  any  necessary  labor  to  be  performed 
at  such  compensation  as  you  may  deem  fair,  and  not  inconsistent  with  the 
last  paragraph  but  one,  section  IX.,  of  the  regulations.  You  are  also  autho- 
rized to  erect  corn  cribs  and  other  indispensable  buildings,  and  to  procure  a 
boat,  should  one  become  necessary  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  your  duty. 

Full  statements  will  be  made  of  the  commencement  and  progress  of  your 
operations;  and  I will  be  glad  for  any  communications  you  may  make  on 
the  subject,  and  for  your  views  generally  in  relation  to  it. 

I would  suggest  such  an  intercourse  with  the  agents  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment among  the  Cherokees  as  will  promote  a fair  understanding,  and  facilU 
tate  the  prosecution  of  the  duties  in  which  you  will  be  severally  engaged. 

Your  accounts  will  be  made  up  to' the  end  of  the  quarter  during  which 
you  reach  your  destination.  Blanks  will  be  supplied  you;  and  a statement 
descriptive  of  each  form  accompanies  this. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  will  give  you  a draft  for  eight  thou- 
sand dollars  on  the  United  States’  Branch  Bank  at  Louisville,  Kentucky;  at 
which  place  you  will  obtain  the  money  in  sums  to  suit  your  purposes.  Fu- 
ture supplies  will  be  furnished  you  in  such  manner  as  you  may  hereafter 
suggest. 

Your  applications  for  funds  should  be  forwarded  at  least  sixty  or  seventy 
days  in  anticipation  of  your  wants. 

Your  compensation  is  prescribed  in  the  last  paragraph  of  section  IX.,  and 
will  commence  on  the  day  of  your  acceptance  of  your  appointment.  You 
will  draw  it  thus:  The  pay of  your  grade  in  the  army  from  an  army 
paymaster,  and  the  emoluments  out  of  the  Indian  fund  in  your  possession. 
Transportation  will  be  allowed  you  from  this  city  to  the  Cherokee  Agency 
West,  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  a mile.  Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  W.  Seawell, 

Disbursing  %/2gentf  Washington  City, 


(circular.) 

j Emigration  op  Indians, 

I Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  July  2,  1832. 

I Sir:  The  accounts  are  distinguished  into  monthly  and  quarterly;  and  the 
I expenditures  will  be  divided  into  three  heads,  subsistence,  transportation, 
and  contingencies.^ 

1st.  Subsistence. — This  will  consist  of  all  kinds  of  subsistence  for  In- 
dians, corn,  beef,  salt  rations,  &e.,  distinguishing  in  the  remarks  between 
the  amount  of  the  issues  and  the  cost  of  provisions  purchased  and  not  issued; 
the  transportation  of  subsistence,  &c, 

2d.  Transportation, — This  will  consist  of  steamboat  hire,  wagon  hire, 
purchases  and  expenses  of  wagons,  horses,  oxen,  boats;  purchases  of  forage 
I for  teams,  and  subsistence  for  teamsters;  commutation  of  transportation,  fer- 
I riages,  &c. 

! * For  the  forms  herein  alluded  to,  see  appendix.  . 
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Sd.  Contingencies, embrace  the  pay  of  agents  and  their  transpor- 
tation, clerks,  teamsters,  interpreters,  and  expresses;  the  cost  of  tools  and  of 
all  other  implements;  the  expense  incurred  in  the  opening  of  roads;  hospital 
expenses,  &e. 

The  monthly  accounts  will  consist  alone  of  three  abstracts  under  the 
above  heads.  The  quarterly  accounts  will  be  made  up  in  accordance  with 
the  following  rules: 

1st.  */lccount  current. — Credit  the  moneys  received  from  the  United 
Stales,  and  by  transfers  from  others;  and  debit  the  amounts  of  the  three 
abstracts  of  disbursements,  and  the  moneys  transferred  to  others. 

iVb/e.— Transfers  of  moneys  will  be  entered  only  on  account  current, 
supported  by  a receipt,  snd  must  not  be  put  on  any  abstract  of  disbursements. 

2d.  Beturn  of  provisions  and  forage.— Einier^  first,  the  provisions  from 
the  abstract  of  disbursements  lor  subsistence;  secondly,  from  the  abstract  of 
disbursements  for  transportation,  &c.;  and  the  forage  from  the  latter  ab- 
stract. 

3d.  Return  of  property. — There  will  be  property  under  each  of  the 
three  heads  of  disbursement,  but  particularly  under  that  of  transportation 
and  contingencies.  The  entries  will  be  made  from  the  abstracts,  specifying 
from  whence  derived.  No  return  wuli  be  made  of  small  articles  of  stationery. 

4th.  Msiract  of  disbursements  for  subsistence.— Enter  all  purchases 
of  subsistence  for  Indians,  (including  rations  received  under  contract,)  and 
the  cost  of  its  transportation,  &c. 

5th.  Mstr act  of  disbursements  for  transportation. — Enter  all  charges 
appertaining  to  the  transportation  of  Indians.  (See  transportation^^  above.) 

&ih.  Abstract  of  disbursements  for  contingencies,— {See  ^^contingencies^^ 
above.) 

7th.^  Abstract  of  provisions  issued. — Enter,  first,  the  issues  of  subsis- 
tence to  Indians,  including  rations;  and,  secondly,  the  issues  of  subsistence 
to  others  than  Indians,  to  wit:  teamsters,  laborers,  &c.  This  abstract  will 
show  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  issuing  to  each  party,  and  the  date  of 
its  arrival  in  the  new  country. 

Sth.  Abstract  of  forage  issued.— The  entries  will  show  the  kind  of  for- 
age, number  of  horses,  &c. , &c,  (See  form  ) 

9lh  and  10th.  Provision  and  forage  returns. — ^These  returns  are  in  the 
form  of  a check:  the  entries  will  be  made  on  the  margin  to  avoid  error  in 
settlement;  the  original  checks  will  be  forwarded,  as  evidence,  with  the  ac- 
counts, and  the  margins  kept  in  case  of  any  accident  to  the  others  in  their 
transmission. 

11th,  12th,  13th,  and  14th,  need  no  explanation. 

15th,  16th,  and  17th.  Monthly  abstracts  of  disbursements  for  subsis-- 
tence^  transportation^  contingencies. — -These  monthly  abstracts  will  only 
be  made  up  for  the  first  and  second  months  of  each  quarter,  to  wit:  1st  Fe- 
bruary and  March,  May  and  June,  August  and  September,  November  and 
December,  The  vouchers  will  not  accompany  the  monthly  abstracts. 
The  three  quarterly  abstracts,  Nos.  4,  5,  end  6,  will  be  rendered  on  the  first 
of  April,  July,  October,  and  January;  and  they  will  have  remarks 
milar  character  with  those  on  the  monthly  abstracts. 

18ih.  Appraisement  return.- — (See  regulations,  articles  1 and  5,  sec- 
tion VIL) 

19th.  Muster-roll.— [See  the  regulations,  article  12,  section  IV.) 
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20th.  Contracts  and  bonds.— --ThQ  contracts  are  of  two  kinds;  the  first  is 
for  beef  on  the  hoof;  the  other  has  blanks  for  stipulation  of  any  description, 
and  it  is  intended  to  be  filled  up  for  any  of  the  various  purposes  for  which 
contracts  may  be  made  according  to  the  regulations. 

Funds,  provisions,  and  properly,  are  only  transferrable  to  the  regularly 
appointed  agents,  and  will  be  receipted  for  by  them. 

Payments  for  rations  will  be  on  bills,  and  entered  as  subsistence  receiv- 
ed and  issued;  but  the  rations  need  not  be  reduced  to  bulk.  These  pay- 
ments will  be  supported  by  the  original  requisitions  or  returns  on  the  con- 
tractor. 

Payments  for  the  personal  services  of  agents  will  be  on  bills,  and  en- 
tered on  the  abstract  for  contingencies. 

Payments  to  individuals  not  signing  their  names  must  invariably  be 
witnessed;  and  agents,  signing  as  such,  must  exhibit  their  authority,  which 
will  accompany  the  voucher.  Where  a clerk  signs,  the  absence  of  his  prin- 
cipal will  be  certified  by  the  officer  paying. 

Respectfully,  &c^ 

geo;  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  2,  1832. 

Sir:  The  President  designs  that  the  Choctaw  Indians  shall  be  removed 
from  the  old  nation  to  the  new  country  west  of  the  Arkansas,  by  way  of 
Memphis,  thence  by  the  river  Mississippi  to  Helena,  and  possibly  to  the 
mouth  of  White  river.  It  would  be  of  great  importance  to  have  the  steam- 
boats, which  appertain  to  your  department,  at  Memphis  about  the  1st  of 
October  next,  at  which  time  the  Indians  will  arrive  there;  and  it  is  believed 
that  they  will  be  wanted  about  two  or  three  weeks. 

Will  you  please  to  inform  me  whether  those  boats  may,  at  the  time  above 
stated,  be  spared  for  the  purpose  mentioned? 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  &. 

To  Brigadier  General  C.  Gratiot, 

Engineer  Department. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  5,  1832. 


Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  referred  to  me  your  letter  to  him  in  rela- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  McGee.  ' He  is  no  longer  employed  in  the  re- 
moval and  subsistence  of  the  Indians.  Your  recommendation  of  Mr.  Grant 
cannot  now  be  considered. 

A new  plan  of  removal  will  be  acted  on  next  fall,  and  it  is  therefore  not 
known  what  appointments  will  be  made. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 


To  Mushulatubbee, 

Chief  of  the  Choctaw  Nation,  Columbus,  Mississippi. 
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Emigration  ot  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsisteiice^  Ju7ie  5,  1832. 

Sirs  I have  received  yours  of  the  23d  of  Jiinej'With  a list  of  nomina- 
iionsy  The  voluminoustiess  of  your  letters  almost  precludes  them  from 
strict  attention;  and  the  force  of  my  department,  under  the  pressure  of  a 
steadily  increasing  business,  is  hardly  adequate  to  the  task  of  attending  to  all 
the  subjects  which  they  touch  upon.  I trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  not 
find  yourself  hereafter  obliged  to  go  so  much  into  detail. 

The  following  embraces  the  topics  of  your  letters,  and  the  answers: 

The  route  will  be  by  water.  The  provisions  and  transportation  will  be 
procured  and  paid  for  by  the  disbursing  agent.  As  to  both  these  points,  see 
my  letter  of  the  2Sth  of  June.  No  person  will,  therefore,  be  employed  to 
examine  a land  route.  A wagon-master  will  not  be  wanted,  as  the  distance 
to  be  traversed  before  embarking  on  board  of  the  steamboats  is  inconsidera- 
ble, Your  suggestion  as  to  the  issue  of  rations  by  the  conductor  of  Indians 
and  his  assistant,  as  to  the  appointment  of  commissaries  at  50  a day,  and 
an  assistant  to  each  commissary  at  $1  25  a day,  will,  on  examination  of  the 
regulations,  be  found  to  relate  to  duties  belonging  to  the  disbursing  officers. 
The  duties  of  the  special  agent  and  of  the  disbursing  officer  are  distinct  and 
Independent  of  each  other,  with  this  exception,  that  the  latter  will  carry 
into  effect  the  instructions  of  the  former,  so  far  as  the  same  are  in  con- 
formity  with  the  general  authority  given  by  the  regulations,  or  by 
special  direction  of  the  War  Departments^  The  special  agent,  in 
being  empowered  to  conduct  the  general  operations  comprehending  the 

duties  and  conduct  of  the  various  persons  employed,  is  not 

any  further  connected  with  the  disbursing  officer  than  the  efficiency  of 
the  service  actually  demands,  to  wit:  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  the 
complying  with  and  fulfilling  of  the  requisitions  of  the  former,  bywhichpe- 
curiiary  expenditure  may  become  necessary.  In  making  such  expenditure, 
it  is  expected  that  he  will  consult  the  good  of  the  service,  so  far  as  this  can 
be  done  without  conflicting  with  the  arrangements  of  the  special  agent  as  to 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  a thing  should  be  done.  There  will  be 
in  this  nothing  inconsistent  with  ail  the  qualities  by  which  the  service 
should  be  marked. 

It  is  proper  here  to  notice  your  remarks  referring  to  the  power  of  sus- 
pending persons  from  employment.  This  power  is  by  no  means  intended 
to  be  exercised  against  the  disbursing  officer;  he  cannot  come  within  that 
part  of  article  three,  section  two,  which  confers  it  on  the  superintendent. 
Such  a construction  would  be  totally  inconsistent  with  the  views  entertained 
by  the  War  Department  in  combining  the  strict  and  weighty  responsibility 
of  the  military  man  with  the  citizen  in  this  employment.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  where  gentlemen  are  associated  together,  with  their  duties  and  con- 
nexions so  well  defined,  that  they  will  harmonize. 

You  speak  of  separating  the  tribes  in  their  emigration,  and  of  dividing 
the  Shawnees  of  V\^apaughkonnetta  from  those  of  Hog  creek;  and  of  a 
possibility  of  being  obliged  to  divide  the  Ottaways,  and  ail  this  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  strife  and  contention.  There  would  be  thus  five  divi- 
sions, creating  very  useless  expense  and  trouble.  The  tribes  are  all  small, 
and,  as  they  will  travel  by  land  a very  short  distance,  no  farther  separation 
need  take  place  than  that  by  which  a steamboat  will  be  given  to  each  tribe, 
but  not  by  any  means  to  a portion  of  a tribe.  The  rendezvous  of  the  In 
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dians  will  be  arranged  so  as  to  make  it  convenient  and  eligible  with  a view 
to  the  movement  by  water. 

The  list  of  nominations  you  have  forwarded  contains  officers  not  contem- 
plated by  the  regulations,  such  as  commissary  and  assistant  commissary. 
The  number  of  persons  on  your  list  is,  besides,  too  great,  and  will  be  re- 
duced to  a conductor,  assistant  conductor,  and  interpreter,  for  each  tribe, 
except  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees  of  Lewistown,  who  will  have  two  inter- 
preters, and  you  are  authorized  to  appoint. 

Senecas  and  Shawnees  of  Lewistown. 

Conductor. — Colonel  James  McPherson,  x 

thlssisiant  conductor. — D,  R.  Donihue. 

Seneca  interpreter. — Martin  Lane. 

Shawnee  —Henry  McPherson. 

Shaw7iees  of  WapaughJconnetta  and  Hog  Creek. 

Conductor . — Captain  David  Robb. 

Assistant  conductor. — Jolm  Shelby,  esq. 

Intei'preler. — Joseph  Park. 

Ottawas. 

Conductor. — Benjamin  F.  Hollister. 

Assistant  conductor. — Samuel  Vance. 

Interpreter. — John  King. 

The  four  laborers  to  each  detachment  will  not  be  required.  If  laborers 
are  employed^  let  them  be  so  only  temporarily.  The  disbursing  agent  will 
employ  such  personsas  he  may  require  to  assist  him  in  issuing,  and  these  will 
be  unconnected  with  the  active  operations;  and  he  will  also  furnish  you 
with  laborers,  a few  of  whom  may  be  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  In- 
dians. 

The  assistant  conductors  may  be  employed  in  collecting  Indians.  The 
conductor  and  assistant  will  make  out  the  muster  rolls.  The  whole  of  each 
tribe  intending  to  emigrate,  there  will  be  no  necessity  of  employing  enroll- 
ing agents. 

The  wagons  and  teams,  about  which  you  inquire  as  to  the  kind  you  shall 
employ,  must  be  such  as  are  calculated  for  the  service.  The  disbursing 
agent  will  procure  them  on  your  requisition* as  to  the  nmnber  and  descrip- 
tion. 

No  disbursements  but  those  connected  with  the  removal  and  subsistence 
will  be  made  by  the  officer  of  the  army. 

The  War  Department  will  instruct  you  on  the  subject  of  annuities. 

No  appraiser  will  be  appointed,  as  there  is  no  service  for  him  to  perform. 

The  Indians  must  sell  their  own  chattels. 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C G.  S. 

To  J.  B.  Gardiner,  Esq., 

Superintendent  and  Special  Agenty  Lebanon,  Ohio. 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  1,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received,  since  your  departure,  a letter  from  Captain  Vashoti, 
Cherokee  Agent  West,  on  the  subject  of  subsisting  the  Indians  who  have 
lately  emigrated.  He  states  that  he  has  received  some  provisions  from  Mr. 
Curry,  but  that  little,  or  probably  no  more,  will  be  required,  as  the  Indians 
generally  prefer  taking  drafts  on  the  department.  This  course  is  not  ap- 
proved, and  will  not  be  pursued  after  your  arrival.  The  Indians  will  be 
fed  in  accordance  with  your  instructions;  and3mu  will  immediately  ascertain 
from  Captain  Vashon  to  what  extent  drafts  have  been  given.  The  persons 
who  have  received  them  will  not,  of  course,  be  entitled  to  rations,  but  for 
such  period  as  the  amount  of  the  drafts  does  not  embrace.  Captain  Vashon, 
says  Mr.  Curry,  established  a rule  that  slaves  and  white  children  should  not 
receive  the  year’s  issues.  Your  gu'de  will  be  to  issue  to  all  whose  expen- 
ses of  transportation  and  subsistence  by  the  way  were  paid  for  by  the  Go- 
vernment; and,  under  this  decision,  you  will  make  good  their  rations  to  all 
such  as  have  been  deprived  of  them  by  the  rule  of  Mr.  Curry. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  W.  Seawell, 

Disbursing  %/igent,  Cherokee  Jigency  West, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  7,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  16th  May  to  the  Secretary  of  War  has  been  referred 
to  me,  to  act  on  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  subsisting  of  the  Cherokees 
who  have  recently  arrived  from  Georgia. 

I have  just  ordered  an  officer  of  the  army,  Lieutenant  W.  Seawell,  to 
proceed  to  the  Cherokee  country  west  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  sub- 
sistence and  issuing  it,  under  that  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  6th  May,  1828, 
which  stipulates  for  the  subsisting  of  the  emigrants  one  year  after  their  ar- 
rival in  the  new  country.  You  will  please  to  lurnish  Lieutenant  Seawell 
with  the  date  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Curry’s  party,  and  of  those  who  went 
over  separately,  as  far  as  may  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  and  with  any 
and  every  information  calculated  to  promote  the  views  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  sending  him  there;  and  you  will  also  turn  over  to  him  any  provi- 
sions you  may  have  on  hand,  for  which  he  will  receipt  to  you. 

The  commuting  the  Indians’  rations  with  money  is  not  approved  of. 
They  are  entitled  to  the  provisions.  If  money  is  paid  to  them,  and  they 
should  be  in  want  of  provisions,  which,  from  their  recent  emigration,  is 
likely  to  be  the  case,  the  Government  would  be  expected  to  feed  them. 
Major  Curry’s  decision  is  not  a correct  one.  All  whose  expenses  of  emi- 
gration were  paid  by  the  Government,  will  receive  provisions.  This  will 
include  the  slaves  and  the  white  children  alluded  to.  Mr.  Seawell  will  be 
immediately  instructed  on  these  points,  but  should  he  not  arrive  before  this, 
you  can  act  under  it. 

You  will  please,  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Seawell,  to  make  up  your  ac- 
counts, as  much  after  the  manner  in  which  he  will  keep  his  as  possible.  By 
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this  course  you  will  present  such  a view  of  the  expenditures  and  of  the 
issues  as  may  enable  the  auditing  officers  to  close  your  accounts  without  the 
least  difficulty. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

, GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Capt.  George  Vashon, 

Cherokee  \/igent  West^  Cantonment  Gibson, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  9,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  “regulations  concerning  the  removal  of 
the  Indians.’’  You  are  appointed  a ‘‘disbursing  officer”  under  these  regu- 
lations. You  will  proceed,  as  soon  as  possible  after  tlie  reception  of  this,  to 
the  Choclaw  Agency  East  of  the  Mississippi,  where  particular  instructions 
for  the  perlormance  of  your  duties  will  meet  you. 

If  you  have  not  closed  your  accounts  for  the  second  quarter,  you  will  do 
so  before  leaving  Little  Hock;  or,  if  that  cannot  be  done,  leave  them  in 
such  a state  that  Captain  Brown  may  close  them.  As  the  third  quarter’s 
disbursements  will  be  governed  by  the  new  regulations,  and  as  it  is  desi- 
rable that  those  you  may  have  already  made  in  this  quarter  be  kept  distinct 
from  those  you  will  make  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  Captain  Brown 
will  take  up  said  disbursements,  and  enter  them  on  his  account  for  the  cor- 
responding period,  noting  that  the  payments  were  made  by  you;  and  you 
will  turn  over  to  him  the  balance  of  the  funds  in  your  hands.  Your  pay 
and  emoluments  will  be  those  of  an  assistant  quartermaster,  and  will  com- 
mence from  the  date  that  you  receive  this  order;  and  you  will  receive  ten 
cents  a mile  for  your  transportation  from  Little  Rock  to  the  Choctaw  Agen- 
cy East. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  S.  V.  R.  Ryan, 

Disbursing  ^genty  4*^.,  Little  Rock. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  9,  IS 32. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  “regulations  concerning  the  removal  of 
the  Indians.”  You  are  appointed  a “ disbursing  agent”  under  these  regu- 
lations, and  will  continue  to  perform  the  duties  upon  which  you  are  now 
engaged,  until  otherwise  directed  by  the  principal  disbursing  agent  or 
by  this  department.  Your  accounts  for  the  third  quarter  of  this  year  will 
be  made  up  in  conformity  with  the  new  regulations,  and  all  your  arrange- 
ments will  be  in  accordance  therewith. 

Mr.  Ball  is  directed  to  close  his  accounts,  and  turn  over  money,  property, 
&c.,  to  you;  but  he  will  continue  to  perform  such  service  as  hei’etofore, 
until  otherwise  ordered.  All  the  disbursements  will,  as  you  may  perceive, 
be  made  by  officers  of  the  army. 
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A principal  disbursing  officer  will  be  stationed  at  Little  Rock:  this  ap 
pointment  has  been  conferred  on  Captain  Brown,  whose  duty  will  be  to 
superintend  the  general  disbursements,  and  the  officers  making  the  particular 
or  specific  ones. 

As  you  will  not,  probably,  be  employed  in  the  removal^  there  are  many 
parts  of  the  regulations,  and  some  of  the  forms,  that  need  not  be  used  by 
you.  I send  you,  however,  the  latter  complete,  with  the  exception  of  the 
appraisement  return  and  muster-roll,  which  would  not,  under  any  circum- 
stances, be  made  by  you,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  see  and  understand 
the  entire  system.  I also  send  you,  herewith,  a circular,*  explanatory  of  the 
forms  of  account;  and  shall,  from  time  to  time,  supply  you  with  the  forms 
in  sufficient  numbers  to  answer  your  purposes,  without  the  necessity  of 
ruling  any  yourself. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  disbursements  are  divided  into  three  parts: 
subsistence,  transportation,  and  contingencies,  of  which  the  first  and  last 
relate  to  your  duties.  The  abstract  of  transportation  has  reference  alone  to 
the  removal:  all  other  transportation  will  belong  to  one  of  the  other  heads, 
but  principally  to  the  first  named. 

Your  pay  as  disbursing  agent  will  commence  from  the  date  you  receive 
this  letter,  and  will  be  drawn  thus:  the  pay  proper  of  your  grade  from 
the  army  paymaster,  and  the  emoluments  from  the  Indian  fund  in  your 
possession. 

If  a necessity  of  Mr.  Ball’s  making  disbursements  and  issues  should  con- 
tinue, he  will  do  so,  and  you  will  enter  them  upon  your  accounts. 

You  will  make  such  arrangements  to  carry  the  views  of  the*  department 
into  effect  as  may  be  deemed  advisable. 

Further  instructions  will  be  given  you  hereafter. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Disbursing  Jlgent^  Fort  Towson. 

Note,-—\i  was  subsequently  determined  that  the  extra  pay  of  disbursing 
agents,  under  the  new  regulations,  should  commence  on  the  1st  of  August, 
1832. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  July  9, 1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  regulations  concerning  the  removal  of 
the  Indians.’’, 

You  are  appointed  a disbursing  agent”  under  these  regulations,  and 
will  continue  to  perform  the  duties  upon  which  you  are  now  engaged  until 
otherwise  directed  by  the  principal  disbursing  agant,  or  by  this  department. 

Your  accounts  for  the  3d  quarter  of  this  year  will  be  made  up  in  conformi- 
ty with  the  new  regulations,  and  all  your  arrangements  will  be  in  accord- 
ance therewith. 

All  the  disbursements  will  be,  as  you  may  perceive,  made  by  officers  of 
the  army.  ^ 

A principal  disbursing  officer  will  be  stationed  at  Little  Rock.  This  ap- 
pointment has  been  conferred  upon  Captain  Brown,  whose  duty  will  be  to 


* See  circular  at  page  105. 
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superintend  the  general  disbursements,  and  the  officers  making  the  particular 
or  specific  ones. 

As  you  wil(  not,  probably,  be  employed  in  the  removal,  there  are  many 
parts  of  the  regulations,  and  some  of  the  forms,  which  need  not  be  used 
by  you.  I send  you,  however,  the  latter  complete,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  appraisement  return  and  muster-roll,  which  would  not,  under  any 
circumstances,  be  made  by  you,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  see  and  under- 
stand the  entire  system. 

I also  send  you,  herewith,  a circular  explanatory  of  the  forms  of  account, 
and  shall  from  time  to  time  supply  you  with  forms  in  sufficient  numbers  to 
answer  your  purposes,  without  the  necessity  of  ruling  any  yourself. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  disbursements  are  divided  into  three  parts: 
subsistence,  transportation,  and  contingencies,  of  which  the  first  and  last 
only  relate  to  your  duties. 

The  abstract  of  transportation  has  reference  alone  to  the  removal:  all  other 
transportation  will  belong  to  one  of  the  otlier  heads,  but  principally  to  the 
first  named. 

Your  pay  as^  disbursing  agent  will  commence  from  the  date  you  receive 
this  letter,  and  will  be  drawn  thus:  the  payjorojucr  of  your  grade  from  the 
army  paymaster^  and  the  emoluments  from  the  Indian  fund  in  your 
possession. 

Further  instructions  will  be  given  you  hereafter. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

Disbursing  *Mgent,  ^c.,  Fort  Smith, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  regulations  concerning  the  removal  of 
the  Indians.’^ 

You  will  consider  yourself  as  an  assistant  agent,  or^  where  necessary,  a 
conductor  of  Indians,  under  these  regulations.  As  soon  as  possible  after 
the  reception  of  this,  you  will  proceed  to  the  Choctaw  Agency  East,  where 
you  will  find  William  Armstrong,  esq.,  special  agent  and  superintendent  of 
Choctaw  removal  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  under  whose 
directions  you  will  act  in  the  operations  about  to  be  commenced.  It  is  a 
part  of  the  abovenamed  regulations,  that  officers  of  the  army  shall  make 
the  disbursements:  you  will  therefore  close  your  accounts  up  to  the  day  of 
receiving  this;  and,  if  you  cannot  do  so  without  some  delay,  you  will  leave 
them  in  such  a condition  that  they  may  be  closed  and  forwarded  by  Captain 
Brown,  to  whom  you  will  turn  over  any  public  money,  and  all  the  property 
and  provisions,  remaining  in  your  hands. 

Your  compensation  of  four  dollars  a day  will  commence  from  the  receipt 
of  this  order,  and  you  will  receive  ten  cents  a mile  for  your  transportation 
from  Little  Rock  to  the  Choctaw  Agency  East. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Colonel  Wharton  Rector, 

••Assistant  t^gent,  Little  Bock, 

15 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  9,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  ‘‘regulations  concerning  the  removal  of 
the  Indians.” 

You  are  appointed  an  “ assistant  agent,^^  or,  when  necesssary,  a “ conduc- 
tor of  Indians,”  under  these  regulations.  As  soon  as  possible  after  the  re- 
ception of  this  you  will  proceed  to  the  Choctaw  Agency  East,  where  you 
will  find  William  Armstrong,  esq.,  special  agent  and  superintendent  of  the 
Choctaw  removal  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  under  whose 
directions  you  will  act  in  the  operations  about  to  be  commenced. 

It  is  a part  of  the  abovenamed  regulations  that  officers  af  the  army  shall 
make  the  disbursements:  you  will  therefore  close  your  accounts,  and  turn 
over  the  balance  of  money,  provisions,  and  property,  to  the  first  “disbursing 
agent”  who  shall  arrive  at  the  Choctaw  Agency. 

Your  pay  will  be  four  dollars  a day,  and  you  will  be  allowed  ten  cents  a 
mile  for.  transportation  from  your  present  location  to  the  Choctaw  Agency. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  William  S.  Colquhoun,  t/3ss’t  Choctaw  Agency ^ and 

To  S.  T.  Cross,  Esq.,  ^ssH  t^gent,  Doak^s  Stand,  Mississippi, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  9,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  “regulations  concerning  the  removal  of 
the  Indians.^’  You  are  appointed  an  assistant  agent,  or,  when  necessary, 
a “conductor  of  Indians,”  under  these  regulations,  but  will  continue  to 
act,  until  further  orders,  in  the  duty  upon  which  you  are  now  engaged.  It 
is  a part  of  the  abovenamed  regulations,  that  officers  of  the  army  shall  make 
all  the  disbursements:  you  will  therefore  please  to  close  your  accounts  up 
to  the  end  of  the  month,  in  which  you  receive  this  letter,  and  turn  over  to 
Lieutenant  Stephenson  all  the  money,  property,  and  provisions  in  your 
possession,  and  you  will  hereafter,  until  instructions  are  received,  act  in 
accordance  with  such  rules  as  maybe  prescribed  by  Lieutenant  Stephenson, 
or  by  the  principal  disbursing  agent. 

Your  compensation  of  four  dollars  a day  will  commence  on  the  day  you 
receive  this. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S, 

To  William  McK.  Ball, 

*dssisiant  ^gent  removal  and  subsistence  Choctaws, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  9,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  “regulations  concerning  the  removal  of 
the  Indians.”  You  are  appointed  an  “ assistant  agent,”  or,  when  necessary, 
a “ conductor  of  Indians”  under  these  regulations,  but  will  continue  to 
act,  until  further  orders,  in  the  duty  upon  which  you  are  now  engaged. 
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It  is  a part  oiT  the  aboVenamed  regulations,  that  officers  of  the  army  shall 
make  all  the  disbursements:  you  will  therefore  please  to  close  your  accounts 
up  to  the  end  of  the  month  during  which  you  receive  this  letter,  and  turn 
over  to  Captain  Brown  all  the  money,  property,  and  provisions,  in  your 
possession;  and  you  will  hereafter,  until  specific  instructions  are  received, 
act  in  accordance  with  such  rules  as  may  be  prescribed  by  him. 

Your  compensation  of  four  dollars  a day  will  commence  on  the  day  you 
receive  this. 


Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  J.  T.  Fulton,  Esq., 

tdssistafit  Agent  removal  and  subsistence  Choctaws. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  10,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  a copy  of  the  regulations  concerning  the  removal  of 
the  Indians,’’  and  an  order  placing  you  under  my  direction  for  duty  in  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws. 

You  are  appointed  a disbursing  officer,’’  with  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  ah  assistant  quartermaster,  and  will  please  to  advise  me  immediately  of 
your  acceptance  or  non-acceptance. 

In  the  former  event,  you  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Choctaw 
agency  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  where  specific  instructions  will  meet 
you. 

The  special  agent  and  superintendent  o^  the  removal  is  William  Arm- 
strong, esq.,  who  will  be  found  at  the  Choctaw  Agency. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  John  Page,  Fort  Mitchell^ 

To  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery,  Fort  Jesup,  and 
To  Lieutenant  H.  Bainbridge,*  Fort  Towson. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  10,  1832. 


Sir:  Herewith  is  an  order  placing  you  under  my  direction  for  duty  in 
the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws. 

You  are  appointed  a ^‘disbursing  officer”  under  the  “ regulations  con- 
cerning the  removal  of  the  Indians,”  with  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  an 
assistant  quartermaster. 

You  will  report  to  me  personally  for  instructions. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S 


To  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton, 

Washington  City. 


Lt.  Eainbridge  did  not  accept  the  appointment. 
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Emigration  op  Indians^ 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence\  July  10,  1832, 
Sir:  The  following  articles  have  been  precured  through  the  Ordnance 
Department  for  distribution  to  the  Choctaw  captains  under  the  treaty  of 
Dancing  Rabbit  creek. 

87  infantry  officers’  swords, 

12  artillery  officers’  swords. 

And  the  following  through  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases  at 
Philadelphia: 

Ninety-nine  suits  of  colthes,  consisting  of  ninety -nine  of  each  of  the 
following  articles:  hats,  linen-shirts,  stocks,  frock-coats,  vests,  overalls, 
laced-boots,  belts,  cockades,  and  plumes. 

The  whole  have  been  shipped  for  Fort  Smith  from  Philadelphia,  and 
will  be  transported  by  the  Quartermaster’s  Department.  The  freight  wdll 
not  therefore  be  paid  by  you.  You  will  please  to  advise  me  of  the  arrival 
of  the  articles. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  A. 

To  Captain  D.  McClellan, 

Sub-agent  of  Choctaws,  Fort  Smith. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  10,  1832. 
Sir:  I enclose  you  a copy  of  a letter  this  day  addressed  to  Captain  D. 
McClellan,  sub-agent  to  the  Choctaws,  advising  him  of  the  shipment  of  cer- 
tain articles  for  distribution  to  thie  Choctaw  captains.  Should  he  not  be  at 
Fort  Smith  when  they  arrive,  you  will  please,  if  necesary,  receipt  for  them, 
and  turn  them  over  to  him.  You  will  also  immediately  advise  me  of  their 
arrival. 

Respectfully,  &c,, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

Disbursing  Jlgent,  Fori  Smith. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  II,  1832. 
Sir:  The  officer  who  you  have  been  informed  would  disburse  the  moneys 
in  the  removal,  &c.,  of  the  Ohio  Indians,  did  not  receive  the  order  directing 
him  to  report  for  that  service.  He  had  proceeded  to  the  northwestern  fron- 
tier to  join  the  army  sent  hither  to  suppress  Indian  hostilities. 

Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane  has  been  ordered  to  report  for  duty  in  the  Indian 
service. 

He  will  receive  his  instructions  from  me  immediately,  and  will  be  with 
you  in  a few  days  after  you  receive  this. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO,  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  J.  B.  Gardiner,  Esquire, 

Special  agent  and  superintende7it  Ohio  Indians,  Lebanon,  Ohio^ 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  11,  1832. 

§ir:  An  order  has  this  day  been  issued,  placing  you  under  my  direction 
for  duty  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians. 

As  soon  as  this  order  is  received  by  you,  please  come  to  this  city,  and  re- 
port to  me  personally  for  instructions. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane,'^ 

4t/i  Artillery,  Baltimore,  Maryland, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  11,  1832. 

Sir  : You  will  proceed  hence  to  the  Choctaw  Agency  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi for  the  purpose  of  making  the  disbursements  necessary  in  the  collec- 
tion and  removal  of  the  Indians  west,  and  for  their  subsistence  whilst  col- 
lecting, and  during  the  removal.  These  disbursements  will  be  made  upon 
the  requisitions  of  William  Armstrong,  esquire,  special  agent  and  superin- 
tendent of  the  removal,  &c.,  as  far  as  the  Mississippi  river;  and,  after  passing 
the  Mississippi,  upon  the  requisitions  of  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  principal  dis- 
bursing agent,  'Or  on  those  of  a special  agent  who  may  hereafter  be  desig- 
nated to  accompany  the  Indians  through  to  the  new  country.  The  re(juisi- 
tions  will  always  be  in  writing,  and  will  accompany  your  quarterly  accounts 
as  authority  for  any  expenditure  under  them. 

The  superintendent  will  point  out  to  you  the  place  where  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary that  you  should  at  any  time  be  stationed,  which  will  always  be  with 
a view  to  a co-operation  with  him. 

You  are  authorized  to  hire  such  assistants  as  may  be  wanted  to  aid  in  the 
issues,  of  whom  it  is  requisite  that  one  should  be  a man  of  some  respecta- 
bility, in  order  to  carry  into  effect  article  6,  of  section  VI.  of  the  regulations. 

The  regulations  will  point  out  your  duties  generally,  and  specific  instruc- 
tions will  from  time  to  time  be  given  you. 

Full  statements  will  be  made  to  me  of  your  transactions;  and  an  active 
intercourse  with  the  superintendent  and  agents  is  recommended,  so  that  the 
service  may  be  marked  with  the  utmost  harmony  and  efficiency. 

Herewith  are  blanks  of  all  the  various  kinds  appertaining  to  your  duties, 
and, 'as  every  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  forms  of  accounts,  they  are  in  suffi- 
cient numbers  to  meet  your  demands  for  some  time. 

It  is  desirable  that  your  papers  should  all  be  folded  to  correspond,  to  wit; 
of  the  size  of  half  a sheet  of  letter  paper,  folded  three  times.  Accompany- 
ing this,  also,  is  a circular,  descriptive  of  the  various  formvS  of  account. 

Your  pay  and  emoluments,  to  commence  this  day,  will  be  those  of  an  As- 
sistant quartermaster,  and  you  will  draw  them  thus  : The  pay  proper  of  your 
grade  in  the  army,  from  an  army  paymaster,  and  the  emoluments  from  the 
Indian  fund  in  your  possession.  You  will  pay  yourself  ten  cents  a mile  for 
transportation  between  this  city  and  the  Choctaw  Agency  by  the  nearest 
route. 


* In  place  of  Lt.  CJay,  who  declined. 
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Funds  will  be  deposited  to  your  credit  in  one  of  the  banks  in  Mississippi^ 
or  in  the  neighboring  States,  of  which  you  will  be  duly  apprized. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton, 

Disbursing  %^gent  Choctaws^  Washington  City, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  July  13,  1832. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  by  way  of  Lebanon,  Ohio,  to  the  country  of  the 
Ohio  Indians  in  the  northern  part  of  that  State.  At  Lebanon  you  will  find 
J.  B.  Gardiner,  esquire,  special  agent  and  superintendent  of  the  renaoval  of 
the  Shawnees,  Ottaways,  and  Senecas. 

That  gentleman  will  point  out  to  you  the  course  that  it  will  be  advisable 
to  pursue  in  furnishing  supplies  of  subsistence  and  transportation;  and  he 
will  require  from  you  such  of  both  as  shall  be  wanted  in  the  inititory  mea- 
sures of  collection  and  preparation  for  departure,  and  in  view  of  future  ope-' 
rations.  It  is  desirable  that  due  enquiry  be  made  as  to  every  matter  connected 
with  the  performance  of  your  duties.  The  requisitions  of  the  superinten- 
dent should  all  be  in  writing,  and  will  accompany  your  quarterly  accounts 
as  authority,  &c. , and  he  will,  as  speedily  as  may  be  practicable,  lay  before 
you  his  plans.  These  ought,  as  regards  those  parts  to  be  executed  by  you,  to 
be  so  well  defined  as  to  leave  nothing,  if  possible,  to  contingencies. 

You  will  locate  yourself  previously  to  the  removal  at  some  convenient 
place,  or  change  your  station  according  to  circumstances,  but  with  a view 
always  to  an  efficient  co-operation  with  the  special  agent;  and  as  in  the  ac- 
tive operations  you  cannot  conduct  any  particular  tribe  or  party  of  Indians, 
you  will  proceed  with  them  in  such  manner  as  may  enable  you  to  act 
promptly  and  energetically  upon  all  occasions,  and  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  service  most  effectually. 

You  are  authorized  to  employ  such  assistants  as  may  be  necessary.  A 
commissary  and  assistant  to  each  tribe^  it  is  suggested,  may  be  required:  the 
former  should  be  a respectable  citizen,  and  the  latter  an  active  man,  answer- 
ing to  the  store-house  assistant  of  a commissary  in  the  army. 

It  is  to  be  wished  that  contracts  for  complete  rations  may  be  made, 
wherever  practicable  j either  before  or  during  the  progress  west,  by  land  of 
by  water.  As  to  this  matter,  every  thing  is  left  to  your  discretion,  as  well 
as  all  that  relates  to  the  arrangements  by  which  responsibility  to  you  may 
be  secured  on  the  part  of  your  assistants.  The  utmost  vigilance  may  be  re- 
quisite to  secure  the  Indians  good  provisions,  and  the  full  quantity  to  which 
th$y  may  be  entitled;  and  this,  because  of  your  inability  to  attend  personally 
to  the  issues  by  the  contractors. 

The  book  of  regulations  with  which  you  have  already  been  furnished, 
points  out  your  duties  generally.  To  elucidate  the  regulations  other  in- 
structions may  hereafter  be  given  you  as  to  the  necessity  for  which  you  will 
be  the  better  able  to  judge  after  putting  them  in  force. 

The  circular  accompanying  this  will  explain  to  you  the  nature  of  the  se- 
veral forms  of  account. 

You  will  be  careful  to  observe  those  forms,  of  which  a sufficient  number 
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will  be  supplied  you  to  meet  your  demands.  You  will  report  to  me  fre- 
quently the  progress  of  your  operations,  and  every  thing  of  interest  con- 
nected with  them. 

You  will  be  farther  instructed  on  the  subject  of  supplies  of  subsistence  for 
the  Indians  after  their  arrival  west;  and  generally  upon  all  matters  as  they 
may  arise,  and  about  which  you  may  feel  any  doubts.  Funds  will  be  re- 
mitted you  at  any  point  you  shall  designate  after  your  arrival  in  Ohio;  but 
as  you  may  want  some  money  before  you  could  communicate  with  me  as  to 
the  most  eligible  place  of  deposite,  I shall  place  ten  thousand  dollars  to  your 
credit  in  the  United  States’  Branch  Bank  at  Cincinnati. 

Your  pay  and  emoluments,  to  commence  from  the  day  you  receive  the 
order  directing  you  to  report  to  me  for  duty,  will  be  those  of  an  assistant 
quartermaster.  You  will  draw  them  thus:  the  pay  proper  of  your  grade  in 
the  army  from  an  army  paymaster,  the  emoluments  from  the  Indian  fund  in 
your  possession.  You  will  pay  yourself  ten  cents  a mile  for  transportation 
from  Baltimore,  via  this  city,  to  your  point  of  destination  by  the  nearest 
route. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  I.  F.  Lane, 

Washington  City. 


EMiaRATioN  OP  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  July  16,  1832. 

Sir:  I send  you  some  copies  of  the  ^^regulations  concerning  the  remo- 
val of  the  Indians,”  and  you  are  appointed  a “principal  disbursing  agent” 
under  these  regulations. 

Your  duty  will  be  to  make  the  principal  disbursements  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi in  the  removal,  which  will  take  place  next  fall,  and  for  the  supply 
of  subsistence  during  the  year  after  the  arrival  and  settlement  west.  You 
will  also  have  a control  over  the  disbursements  of  the  disbursing  officers” 
so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  general  arrangements  to  be  hereafter 
made;  and  it  will  be  a part  of  your  duty  to  obtain  from  them  statements 
and  estimates  of  subsistence  and  of  money  on  hand  and  required,  in  order 
that  a fair  view  may  be  presented  to  the  department  of  the  whole  fiscal 
1 operation. 

i To  prevent  misunderstanding  or  collision  in  any  degree  between  the 
j officers  and  other  agents,  and  that  there  may  be  a unity  of  purpose,  particu- 
i larly  with  respect  to  the  route  of  the  Indians  west,  the  Secretary  of  War 
! has  thought  it  best  to  confide  the  selection  of  it  to  the  special  agent  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  who  will  also  be  the  superintendent  on  that  side 
of  the  river.  Another  special  agent  will  probably  be  designated  to  go  en- 
tirely through  with  the  Indians.  This  may  be  the  more  necessary  in  con- 
sequence of  the  magnitude  of  the  work  to  be  performed,  it  being  understood 
that  at  least  10,000  souls  will  emigrate.  The  duties  of  this  latter  agent  will 
! not  conflict  with  yours;  but  you  will  in  some  measure  be  connected  with 
j him  in  their  performance. 

! He  will  superintend  the  active  operations;  and  will  be  instructed  to  make 
1 requisitions  upon  you  for  all  that  may  be  wanted  in  that  service.  It  is  pro- 
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per  here  to  remark  that  the  disbursing  officers  do  not  come  under  the  Sd 
article  of  the  2d  section  of  the  regulations. 

The  special  agent  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi  wiir  transmit  to  you  at 
ah  early  day  the  plans  of  removal  comprising  the  route  or  routes  and  the 
inodes  of  transportation,  as  far  as  the  Mississippi,  the  time  of  assembling, 
the  probable  time  of  reaching  the  Mississippi,  &c. 

The  new  regulations  will  go  into  operation,  as  far  as  practicable,  immedi- 
ately; and  the  next  quarterly  accounts  will  be  made  up  in  accordance  with 
them.  A circular,  descriptive  of  the  forms  of  account,  is  enclosed.  The 
forms  will  be  forwarded  to  you  in  sufficient  numbers  to  prevent  the  necessity 
of  ruling,  &c. 

Your  pay  and  emoluments,  to  commence  on  the  day  you  receive  this,  will 
be  those  of  a quartermaster,  and  will  be  drawn  thus:  the  pay  of  your  grade 
in  the  army  from  an  army  paymaster,  the  emoluments  out  of  the  Indian 
fund  in  your  possession.  I send  under  cover  to  you  by  this  mail  open  let- 
ters addressed  to  Lieutenants  Ryan,  Stephenson,  and  Rains,  and  agents  W. 
Rector,  J.  T.  Fulton,  and  W.  McK.  Ball,  in  order  that  you  may  be  in- 
formed of  the  duties  of  these  gentlemen  under  the  system;  and  request  that 
you  will  present  Siich  of  the  letters  as  may  be  intended  for  the  gentlemen 
near  you,  and  transmit  the  remainder  by  mail. 

It  will  be  observed,  that,  in  putting  in  force  the  new  regulations  at  this 
time,  there  are  many  parts  of  them,  and  some  of  the  forms,  that  are  not  ap- 
plicable toyour  present  circumstances;  they  belonging  alone  to  the  removaL 
The  disbursements  are  divided  into  three  parts,  subsistence,  transportation, 
and  contingencies.  As  the  transportation  relates  alone  to  the  transporting 
of  the  Indians  themselves,  all  or  nearly  all  of  the  e^^penditures  made  by  you 
prior  to  the  next  removal,  wdll  belong  to  the  other  two  heads  of  disbursement. 
The  object  of  so  separating  the  disbursements  is  to  have  as  clear  a view  as 
possible  of  the  different  classes  of  expenditure. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Jlgmt^  Little  Rock, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  July  16,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  5th  July,  enclosing  your  certificate  of 
deposite,  made  by  Captain  W.  L.  McClintock,  to  credit  Treasurer  United 
States,  for  S2,i42. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S\ 

To  John  Somerville,  Esquire, 

, Cashier  Branch  Bank  United  States,  Nashville,  Tennessee, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  16,  1S32. 

Sir:  Major  Armstrong  has  purchased  in  Philadelphia  thirty-five  rifles  for 
the  Ohio  Indians,  and  five  hundred  for  the  Choctaws,  and  in  New  York  ten 
hundred  and  fifty  blankets  for  the  Choctaws. 
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Will  you  be  pleased  to  have  the  rifles  for  the  Ohio  Indians  transported  to 
New  York,  care  of  Messrs.  Suydam,  Jackson  & Co.? 

These  gentlemen  have  been  directed  to  send  the  blankets  to  you,  and  they 
will  pay  the  freight  of  the  rifles  to  New  York,  and  of  the  blankets  to  Phila- 
delphia. 

After  the  blankets  have  arrived,  please  to  have  them,  with  the  Choctaw  ri- 
fles, transferred  to  the  Quartermaster  for  shipment,  via  New  Orleans, 
to  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas.  He  will  provide  for  their  transportation,  and 
for  all  other  expenses  attendant  on  them,  until  their  arrival  at  their  place  of 
destination.  The  accounts  for  expenditures  incurred  will,  on  their  reception 
here,  be  paid  by  the  Subsistence  Department  out  of  the  Indian  fund. 

The  Qiiarterrnaster  will  have  the  packages  for  Fort  Smith  marked  thus^ 
Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  Choctaw  agent,  Fort  Smith,  A.  T.^^ 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  SL 

To  General  C.  Irvine, 

Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  Philadelphia, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  16,  1832. 

Gentlemen:  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong  has  returned  to  this  city  from  Phi« 
iadelphia,  and  states  that  he  has  purchased  from  you  the  following  : 

1,050  blankets  for  the  Choctaw  Indians, 

3S0  do.,  and  a quantity  of  Russia  sheeting  for  the  Ohio  Indians. 

You  will  please  to  ship  the  1,050  blankets  to  General  C.  Irvine,  commis- 
sary general  of  purchases,  Philadelphia,  and  mark  the  packages,  “Choctaw 
Agency  West.’^  The  freight  will  be  paid  by  you.  General  Irvine  will 
ship  to  you  three  boxes  of  rifles:  as  soon  as  they  arrive,  you  will  forward 
them,  together  with  the  380  blankets,  and  the  Russia  sheeting,  to  J.  B, 
Gardiner,  esquire,  special  Indian  agent,  Sandusky  city,  Ohio,’’  care  of 
some  respectable  house  at  that  place.  On  these  articles  you  will  please  to 
pay  the  freight  and  charges  from  New  York  through  to  their  destination. 

As  soon  as  your  accounts  are  received,  the  amount  shall  be  remitted  to 
you  ; but,  in  making  them  out,  you  will  please  to  distinguish  between  the 
purchases  for  the  respective  Indians.  The  foregoing  is  understood  fo  be 
agreeable  to  the  understanding  between  yourselves  and  Major  Armstrong. 

You  will  please  write  to  Mr.  Gardiner,  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  advising  him  of 
the  time  the  articles  leave  New  York,  and  of  the  person  to  whose  care  they 
are  consigned. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Messrs.  Suydam,  Jackson  & Co., 

Merchants,  New  York, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  17,  1832. 

Sir:  Purchases  of  the  following  articles  have  been  made  for  the  Ohio  In- 
dians in  fulfilment  of  treaty  stipulations  with  them: 
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For  the«,Ottaways  of  Blanchard  Fork  and  Oquanoxa  village,  80  blankets, 
25  rifles,  ^300  Russia  sheeting. 

For  the  Shawnees  and  Senecas  of  Lewistown,  100  blankets,  10  rifles, 
^300  Russia  sheeting. 

For  the  Shawnees  of  Wapaghkonnetta  and  Hog  creek,  200  blankets, 
^400  Russia  sheeting. 

And  they  will  be  forwarded  to  you  at  Sandusky  city,  Ohio,  care  of  some 
respectable  house,  by  Messrs,  Suydam,  Jackson  & Co.  of  New  York,  who 
will  pay  all  the  freight  and  charges. 

The  abovenamed  articles  will  be  distributed  by  you  agreeably  to  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaties;  and  the  receipt  of  the  Indians,  properly  authenti- 
cated, will  be  transmitted. 

The  other  articles  due  to  those  tribes  v/ill  be  delivered  when  they  reach 
their  residence  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

' Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  J.  B.  Gardiner,  Esquire, 

Special  Indian  */3gent,  Lebanon,  Ohio. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Com7nissary  General  Subsistence,  July  17,  1832 

Sir:  The  following  articles  will  in  a few  days  be  shipped  from  Philadel- 
phia to  Fort  Smith: 

500  rifles  and  1,050  blankets. 

As  they  are  transported  by  the  Quartermaster’s  Department,  the  freight  will 
not  be  paid  at  Fort  Smith. 

The  distribution  will  be  made  by  Major  Armstrong.  You  will  please 
to  receipt  for  the  articles,  and  advise  me  of  their  arrival. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S,.  /; 

To  Captain  D.  McClellan, 


Sub-agent  Choctaws,  Fort  Smith. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 


Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  17,  1832.  | 

Sir:  The  following  articles  will  in  a few  days  be  shipped  from  Philadel-^' 
phia  to  Fort  Smith  for  the  Choctaws:  f 

500  rifles  and  1,050  blankets.  'I 

In  the  absence  of  Captain  McClellan,  please  receipt  for  them,  and  fur  | 
them  over  to  him  on  his  return.  You  will  advise  me  of  their  arrival.  Th6| 
Quartermaster’s  Department  transports  them,  and  will  pay  the  freight. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

. GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

Disbursing  Sgent,  Fort  Smith. 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  19,  1832. 

Sir:  When  Major  Armstrong  communicated  to  me  the  fact  of  his  having 
completed  the  purchases  for  which  his  visit  was  made  to  Philadelphia,  I 
understood  him  to  say  that  he  had  so  arranged  the  matter  with  you  that  you 
would,  through  the  agency  of  some  gentlemen  attached  to  your  department, 
have  the  rifles,  about  which  I wrote  on  the  10th  instant,  turned  over  to  the 
quartermaster  for  transportation,  and  that  you  would  have  the  same  thing 
done  on  the  arrival  of  the  blankets  from  New  York. 

But  it  appears  that  I misapprehended  Major  Armstrong,  and  that  he  had 
no  such  understanding  with  you.  1 wish  therefore  to  say  that  I am  sorry 
for  having  troubled  you  with  this  business;  and  that  the  quartermaster  at 
Philadelphia  will  be  directed  by  his  department  to  receive  the  rifles,  have 
those  of  them  intended  for  the  Ohio  Indians  transported  to  New  York, 
and  the  others,  with  the  blankets,  will  be  shipped  to  your  address  from 
that  city,  transported  via  New  Orleans  to  Fort  Smith. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Derringer  of  your  city. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  General  C.  Irvine, 

Commissary  General  Purchases,  Philadelphia. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  19,  1832. 
Sir:  Major  Armstrong  has  procured  in  Philadelphia  the  following  articles 
for  distribution  to  Indians: 

500  rifles  from  Mr.  H.  Derenger,  for  the  Choctaws. 

25  do.  for  Ohio  Indians. 

10  do.  Mr.  G.  Tryon,  for  do.  do 
He  has  also  purchased  in  New  York  1,050  blankets  from  Suydam,  Jack- 
son  & Go.,  for  the  Choctaws.  I wish  you  to  receive  from  Mr.  Derenger 
and  Mr.  Tryon  all  the  rifles,  and  to  have  the  thirty-five  intended  for  the 
Ohio  Indians  transported  by  the  speediest  route  to  New  York,  care  of 
M^’ssrs.  Suydam,  Jackson  & Co.,  New  York,  who  have  been  requested  to 
pay  the  freight.  Those  gentlemen  will  forward  to  the  address  of  General 
Irvine,  Philadelphia,  the  blankets  above  named,  which  he  will  turn  over  to 
you,  and  you  will  please  to  have  them,  with  the  500  rifles  intended  for  the 
Choctaws,  transported,  via  New  Orleans,  to  Fort  Smith,  to  the  address  of 
Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  Choctaw  agent’^  at  that  place 
It  is  desirable  that  the  freight  from  Philadelphia  to  Fort  Smith  be  paid 
by  the  quartermaster  at  New  Orleans,  as  no  funds  will  be  provided  at  the 
former  place  for  that  purpose;  but  his  account  for  transportation  will  be  re- 
paid, on  its  receipt  by  me,  out  of  the  Indian  fund. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Choctaw  agent.  Captain  D.  McClellan,  or  Lieuten- 
ant G.  J.  Rains,  is  authorized  to  receipt  for  the  delivery  of  the  articles. 

Be  pleased  to  advise  me  of  the  shipment,  when  made  by  you. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 


To  Major  George  Bender, 

Quartermaster,  Philadelphia. 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  20,  1832, 

Sir:  You  have  been  appointed,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  superintendent 
of  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws  as  far  as  the  Mississippi  river. 

The  duties  of  said  appointment  may  be  found  in  the  regulations  furnished 
you,  and  will  be  those  of  the special  agent.’’ 

You  will  proceed  to  the  Choctaw’  agency,  Mississippi,  with  a view  to 
the  preliminary  arrangements.  There  you  will  be  met  by  the  following 
disbursing  officers:  Captain  John  Page,  Lieutenants  S.  V.  R.  Ryan,  J.  P. 
Simonton,  W.  R.  Montgomery,  and  H.  Bainbridge;  and  the  following 
assistant  agents  will  report  to  you  at  the  same  place:  Mr.  William  S,  Col- 
quhoun,  Wharton  Rector,  and  S.  T.  Cross. 

The  disbursing  officers  will  be  specially  instructed  by  this  department 
^^’on  the  subject  of  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  will  be  supplied  with 
funds  to  meet  all  the  engagements  of  the  service. 

You  will,  as  soon  after  your  arrival  at  the  agency  as  you  may  deem  pro- 
per, commence  your  preparations  for  the  active  service  of  collection  and 
removal.  The  first  subject  to  engage  your  attention  will  be  the  enrolling  of 
the  Indians;  the  next  the  fixing  the  places  and  times  of  assemblage. 

The  regulations  point  out,  in  sufficient  detail,  the  manner  of  doing  these 
things. 

Your  attention  will  soon  be  drawn  to  the  subsisting  the  Indians  whilst 
collecting,  after  they  are  collected,  and  on  the  march  as  far  as  the  Mis- 
sissippi: contracts  are  strongly  recommended  in  all  cases  where  it  is  practi- 
cable to  make  them.  The  procuring  of  transportation  is  a matter  of  much 
importance.  The  two  subjects  of  subsistence  and  transportation  will  occupy 
mainly  the  attention  of  the  disbursing  officers,  for  which  they  make  pay- 
ments of  every  kind  connected  with  the  emigration:  they  will  be  more  par- 
ticularly employed  in  these  two  branches  of  the  service. 

You  will  explain  the  details  of  the  proposed  operations  to  these  gentle- 
men, whose  duty  it  will  be  to  co-operate  with  you.  They  will  each  in  his 
district,  which  will  be  assigned  to  him  by  you,  procure  on  your  written  re- 
quisitions, whatever  may  be  required;  and  it  it  is  particularly  to  be  desired 
that  you  make  these  requisitions  in  all  things  definite  and  comprehensive. 

The  route  or  routes  to  the  Mississippi  will  be  laid  down  by  you,  and  the 
crossing  places  of  that  river,  together  with  the  route  or  routes  from  thence 
to  the  new  Choctaw  country  will  be  agreed  upon  in  conjunction  with  Major 
F.  W.  Armstrong,  who  is  appointed  to  assist  you  on  this  side  of  the  river; 
and  then  to  superintend  the  active  operations  on  the  other  side  till  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Indians  at  their  destination. 

In  conformity  with  article  4,  section  II.,  you  will  submit  to  the  War  De- 
partment, through  me,  the  names  of  any  persons  you  propose  to  employ. . 
The  assistant  agents  above  named  may,  however,  be  employed  in  any  ser- 
vice connected  with  the  removal,  and  could  act  temporarily  in  any  duty 
which  it  might  be  desirable  to  perform  piior  to  the  confirmation  of  your 
nominations. 

There  is  an  exception  to  article  3,  section  II.,  in  the  regulations  which 
provides  that  all  persons  appointed  by  the  Government,  &c.,  may  be  sus- 
pended by  the  superiritendent  from  employment,  &c. 

The  exception  is  in  favor  of  disbursing  officers,  as  to  whom  this  rule  will 
not  apply;  for  that  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  views  of  the  War  De- 
partment in  associating  the  citizen  and  military  man  together. 
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No  apprehension  can  be  reasonably  entertained  that  gentlemen  will  not 
harmonize  when  they  have  their  respective  duties  so  well  defined. 

•As  soon  as  possible  you  will  report  to  me  your  whole  proposed  plan  of 
removal  and  subsistence  as  based  upon  the  regulations  and  the  above  in- 
structions; and  you  will  also,  in  accordance  with  article  5,  section  II, , make 
weekly  reports  of  your  progiess  and  operations.  You  will  moreover 
please  to  correspond  freely  with  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  principal  disbursing 
agent  for  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  who  is  stationed  at  Little  Rock. 

Captain  Brown  is  very  well  informed  on  the  subject  of  the  Indian  re- 
moval and  subsistence,  and  has  also  collected  a variety  of  information  as  to 
the  routes  through  the  country,  which  will  be  very  useful  to  you. 

The  2d  article  of  section  IV.  relates  to  the  commutation  of  the  expense 
of  transporting  the  Indians.  The  rules  by  which  this  is  to  be  governed 
will  be  hereafter  communicated  to  you,  as  well  as  the  sum  to  be  allowed; 
and  the  advance,  if  any,  to  be  made.  Your  salary  will  be  that  of  special 
agent,^^  and  will  be  paid  to  you  by  any  of  the  disbursing  officers. 

Twelve  copies  of  the  regulations’^  will  be  sent  you,  together  with  two 
tin  cases  containing  muster  rolls — and  a form  of  a quarterl)?^  statement  of 
agents”  to  be  furnished  to  this  department  by  you  at  the  end  of  each 
quarter. 


GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  Y. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  20,  1832. 


Sir:  You  are  appointed,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  special 
agent  and  superintendent  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws 
from  the  Mississippi  river  (where  the  jurisdiction  of  the  superintendent  for  the 
east  side  of  that  river  will  terminate,)  to  their  new  lands  west  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas.  Before  you  can  enter  upon  the  duty  above  indicated, 
the  Indians  must  be  removed  to  the  Mississippi,  and  you  are  authorized  to 
assist  the  special  agent  in  that  removal:  as  far  as  your  assistance  is  rendered 
to  him,  his  instructions  will  be  considered  as  yours  also.  After  passing  the 
Mississippi  the  whole  of  the  active  operations  will  be  controlled  by  you. 
It  will  therefore  be  requisite  to  take  early  measures  to  acquire  information 
that  will  enable  you  to  act  efficiently.  Captain  Brown,  principal  disbursing 
agent,  will  communicate  to  you  much  useful  information  on  the  subject  of 
supplies  of  subsistence  and  transportation;  and  he  will  fulfil  your  requisi- 
tions for  both,  but  let  these  be  in  writing,  and  always  as  precise  and  definite 
as  possible.  In  or^ler  to  produce  an  entire  understanding,  you  will  lay  be- 
fore that  officer  your  plans:  to  meet  the  views  of  others  intelligently  the 
ends  contemplated  must  be  known.  You  will  also  please  to  communicate 
freely  with  the  disbursing  agents.  These  gentlemen  will  meet  your  requi- 
sitions for  supplies  at  all  times,  and  will  accompany  the  Indians  in  their  pro- 
gress; but  the  principal  disbursing  agent  will  have  a general  superintendence 
over  the  expenditures  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  insure  strict  accounta- 
bility, a uniform  system,  and  the  furnishing  to  this  department  of  accurate 
estimates  of  expenditure. 
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To  him,  therefore,  you  will  look  for  the  large  supplies  of  subsistence 
which  will,  as  far  as  possible,  be  furnished  on  contract;  and  also  for  the 
means  of  transportation,  except  in  contingencies,  when  they  may  be  obtain- 
ed from  the  disbursing  agents. 

He  has  forty-four  wagons  with  teams  of  horses  and  oxen,  nearly  all  of 
which  are  now  in  the  neighborhood  of  little  Rock. 

You  will  report  to  me  your  whole  proposed  system  as  soon  as  it  shall  be 
arranged. 

Respectfully,  &c.  , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Jigent for  Choctaws  West,  Washington  city. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  21,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  14th  June,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  has 
been  referred  to  this  office,  with  instructions  to  furnish  you  with  an  answer 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws  last  fall.  The  party  of  In- 
dians, to  which  you  allude  as  having  suffered  so  much  from  cold  and  hunger, 
had  undertaken  to  remove  on  their  own  resources,  with  the  condition  of  re- 
'ceiving  ten  dollars  affiead  after  their  arrival  in  the  new  country. 

This  course  was  entirely  optional  with  them:  they  might  have  gone  in 
steamboats,  as  did  the  most  of  those  who  emigrated,  and  been  amply  provid- 
ed with  subsistence.  The  fall  and  winter  were  unparalleledly  severe;  the  In- 
dians poorly  provided;  but  all  was  done  for  them  which,  consistent  with 
the  laws,  the  dictates  of  humanity  could  have  urged.  I enclose  to  you  an 
extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Cross,  one  of  my  agents,  which  will  present 
this  matter  in  its  true  light. 

This  will  show  that,  as  soon  as  the  distress  of  these  Indians  was  known, 
they  were  relieved  at  much  expense  to  the  Government. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Joseph  Kerr,  Esq., 

Lake  Providence,  Louisiana. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  23,  1832. 
Sir:  I have  directed  ten  thousand  dollars  to  be  placed  to  your  credit  in 
the  Branch  of  the  United  States’  Bank  at  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.G.S. 

To  Lieutenant  S.  V.  R.  Ryan, 

Disbursing  Jigent,  Choctaw  Jigency. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  23, 1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of. the  18th,  20th,  and  24th,  and  two 
of  the  28th  instant,  with  the  estimates  of  funds  and  copies  of  reports  covered 
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by  the  two  last  The  estimate  ‘‘to  meet  expenditures  in  the  removal  and 
subsistence  of  Indians/^  amounting  to  @525.300,  is,  I believe,  unobjectiona- 
ble; and  I have  directed  a deposite  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  be  made  tO’ 
your  credit  in  the  Branch  of  the  United  States’  Bank  at  New  Orleans. 

The  estimate  for  “opening,  causewaying,  and  otherwise  repairing  roads,” 
cannot  be  decided  upon  by  me,  at  least  at  this  time.  The  information  con- 
veyed in  the  reports  is  very  full  and  satisfactory,  and  will  doubtless  result 
in  much  good. 

I enclose  a copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  William  Armstrong,  esq., 
special  agent  and  superintendent  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  same  appointment,  for  the  other  side,. has  been  conferred  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  upon  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong.  A copy  of  his  instructions 
also  accompanies  this. 

The  Ordnance  Department  will  procure  at  Pittsburgh,  and  forward  to  you 
at  Little  Rock,  or  at  least  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  White  river,  the  jackscrews, 
&c.,  required  by  your  letter  of  the  June,  to  wit:  40  jackscrews,  250 
horse  shoes,  600  ox-shoes. 

1 enclose  you  a copy  of  the  treaty  made  with  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees* 

Respectfully, '&c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S'. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Little  Rock^  Jl,  T, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  23,  1832k 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  21st  instant,  covering  Major  George  Bender’s  receipt 
for  the  boxes  of  rifles,  is  at  hand.  I have  directed  remittances  to  be  madG 
to  you  for  the  amount  of  your  accounts,  to  wit:  S6,531  for  the  rifles  for  the^ 
Choctaws,  and  @325  37i  for  rifles  for  the  Ottaways. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Henry  Derenger,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsiste?ice,  July  23,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  directed  ten  thousand  dollars  to  be  deposited  to  your  credit 
in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

. Three  tin  cases  are  sent  by  this  mail  to  your  address.  Turn  them  over  to. 
Mr.  Gardiner. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  Jigent  removing  Ohio  Indians,  Lebanon,  Ohio. 
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Emigration  of  Indians^ 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  23,  1832. 
Sir:  I have  directed  ten  thousand  dollars  to  be  placed  to  your  credit  in 
the  Branch  of  the  United  States’  Bank  at  Nashville^  Tennessee. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton, 

Disbursing  Jigent,  Choctaw  Agency* 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  July  23,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  6th  and  13th  instant.  Ip  the 
former  you  propose  to  ^‘submit  a detailed  plan  of  operations  based  upon’^ 
the  theor}^  of  a removal  by  land  on  horse  back.  On  this  subject  I refer  you 
to  my  previous  communications.  No  alteration  can  take  place.  If,  how- 
ever, an  of  wagons  is  necessary  from  St.  Louis  to  the  Neosho, 

the  disbursing  agent  will  take  the  proper  measures  to  prepare  it  in  time. 
You  will  please  to  communicate  with  him  freely:  he  will  thus  be  enabled  to 
act  imderstandingly.  Without  your  plan  of  operations  is  known  to  hini5.  it 
will  be  imposible  for  him  to  co-operate  with  you  efficiently. 

In  your  letter  of  the  13th,  you  nominate  Major  Guy  W,  Pool  for  as- 
sistant agent”  I am  under  the  impression  that  this  appointment  will  not 
be  required:  it  may  at  least  be  thus  rendered  unnecessary:  Let  the  con- 
ductor of  each  tribe  act  as  your  assistant  agent,  and  perform  every  thing 
with  respect  to  his  own  tribe  that  would  be  required  of  such  officer.  The 
number  of  Indians  to  be  removed  is  small,  and  too  great  a train  of  agents 
must  not  bo  employed.  I will,  besides,  urge  the  propriety,  in  all  cases,  of 
restricting  your  sources  of  expenditure  to  the  mere  wants  of  the  service, 
and,  in  fine,  to  proceed  as  economically  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  ful- 
filment of  the  obligations  of  the  Government. 

The  inadvertency  in  mine  of  the  5th,  as  to  the  appraisers,  was  discover- 
ed immediately  after  the  letter  was  mailed;  and  it  was  owing  to  an  expres- 
sion of  the  Secretary  of  War  which,  for  the  moment  perhaps,  was  misap- 
prehended. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G,  S. 

To  J.  B.  Gardiner,  Esq., 

Superintendent  removal  Ohio  Indians,  Lebanon,  Ohio, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  25,  183:2, 
Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  instructions  of  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  ap- 
pointed special  agent  in  the  Choctaw  removal  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  to  assist  you  in  that  duty  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G.  S. 

To  William  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Choctaw  removal,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
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Emigration  oj*  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  25,  1832. 
Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  instructions  of  William  Armstrong,  esq., 
special  agent  and  superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

# J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Nashville,  Tennessee. 


Emigration  oi*  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  2S,  1832^ 
SiRj  I enclose  you  a copy  of  a letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  10th  instant, 
with  a copy  of  the  regulations  concerning  the  removal  of  the  Indians.’’ 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  disbursing  officer  does  not  come  under 
that  part  of  article  3,  section  2,  which  empowers  the  special  agent  to  sus- 
pend from  employment.  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  H.  Bainbridge, 

Third  Infantry,  Fort  Towson. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  SubsistencCi  July  23,  1832. 
Sir:  i enclose  a copy  of  a letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  10th  instant, 
with  a dopy  of  the  ‘^regulations  concerning  the  removal  of  the  Indians.” 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  disbursing  officer  does  not  come  under 
that  part  of  article  3,  section  2,  which  empowers  the  special  agent  to  sus- 
pend from  employment. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery, 

Third  Infantry,  Fort  Jesup. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  28,  1832. 
(rENTLEMENt  Your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  with  its  enclosures,  to  wit, 
the  accounts  of  purchases  made  by  Major  Armstrong  for  the  Ohio  and  Choc- 
taw Indians,  bills  of  lading,  &c.,  has  been  received. 

The  accounts  have  been  transferred  to  the  Treasury  Department,  where 
they  will  be  immediately  settled,  and  the  money  transmitted  to  you;  which 
this  department  will  facilitate  as  much  as  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  the  ne- 
cessary examination,  will  admit. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  feting  C.  G. 

I To  Messrsi  Sdydam,  Jackson  & Go., 

Merchants,  New  York. 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commisary  General  Subsistence,  July  28,  1832. 

Sir:  I enclose  you  a copy  of  a letter  from  H.  M.  Shreeve  to  the  Engi- 
neer Department,  in  reply  to  one  from  this  office  addressed  to  that  depart- 
ment, on  the  subject  of  taking  the  steamboats  employed  in  the  improvement 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  from  that  service,  and  employing  them  in 
transporting  Indians. 

He  says  that  two  of  the  steamboats  may  be  spared  : you  will  please  to 
ascertain,  as  speedily  as  possible,  at  what  time  you  will  be  able  to  reach 
Memphis  with  the  Indians,  in  what  numbers,  &:c.,  and  inform  me  thereof, 
and  address  duplicate  letters  to  Mr.  Shreeve  at  St.  Louis  and  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  stating  what  you  shall  have  written  to  this  office,  and  sending 
him  copies  of  this  letter. 

As  soon  as  your  reply  is  received^  the  necessary  orders  will  be  issued  by 
the  Engineer  Departrpent  to  Mr.  Spreeve,  for  dropping  the  boats  down  at 
the  time  specified. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  a G,  S. 

To  William  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Choctaw  remH  east  of  the  Mississippi. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  30,  1832, 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a letter  for  William  Armstrong,  esq.,  superintendent 
removal  of  Choctaws.  He  has  written  to  this  department  that  you  would 
forward  any  thing  that  might  be  addressed  to  your  care  for  him.  Within 
a few  days  past  a number  of  packages  for  that  gentleman  have  been  sent  to 
Nashville.  I request  that  you  will  have  them  sent  to  him. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Robert  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Postmaster,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Cfffice  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  30,  1832. 

Sir:  A letter  has  been  received  at  this  office  from  Mr.  William  Harper,  writ- 
ten in  your  behalf,  stating  that  the  twelve  bales  of  blankets  for  the  Choctaw 
Agency  West  had  arrived  from  New  York,  and  were  immediately  shipped 
to  New  Orleans,  &c.;  that  they  had  received  some  trifling  damage  in  the 
transportation  by  rubbing;  and  that  jie  had  written  to  Messrs.  Suydam, 
Jackson  & Co.  on  the  subject.  Will  you  please  to  send  me  a description 
of  the  damage,  and  an  opinion  as  to  whether  it  occurred  unavoidably,  or 
through  carelessness  in  the  packing  at  New  York. 
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And  will  you  please  to  send  me  a copy  of  Messrs.  Suydam,  Jackson  & 
Co.^s  reply  to  the  letter  written  to  them  on  the  subject? 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S, 

To  Major  George  Bender, 

Quartermaster  United  States^  Army^  Philadelphia, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  30,  iS32. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  an  extract  of  a letter  from  J.  B.  Gardiner,  esq.,  super-^ 
intendent  of  the  removal  of  the  Ohio  Indians,  in  relation  to  the  mode  of 
removing  those  Indians.  The  President  decided  that  they  should,  as  far  as 
practicable,  go  by  steamboats;  and,  accordingly,  Mr.  Gardiner  was  informed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  by  this  department,  that  this' would  be  the 
mode.  Mr.  Gardiner  has  more  than  once  adverted  to  the  dislike  which: 
they  entertain  to  that  mode  of  travelling,  and  has  Before  ui'^ed  his  entire^ 
belief  that  they  never  would  consent  fb  it.  He  was  told,  notwithstanding,, 
most  emphaticaliy,  that  no  change  Wbuld  Be  allowed.^  Thb  result  will  be^ 
seen  in  the  extract  beforemen'tiohed.  Nothing'  farther  can  be  done  until  the 
President’s  determination  is  known,  vs^hich  I beg  leave  to  ask  you  to  obtain, 
with  all  possible  despatch. 

The  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence  is  abluent  for  a few  days,,  and  1 
deem  it  proper  to  take  this  course,  which  I feel  confident  would  be  his, 
were  he  here.  Respectfully,  Sic., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  O.  S.r 

To  John  Robb,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  War, 


EMIGRATldN  op  InDIANS, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  31,  1832. 

[Duplicate.] 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  23d  instant.  The  President,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  are  all  absent 
from  this  city.  In  reference  to  the  disinclination  of  the  Indians  to  travelling 
in  steamboats,  I have  addressed  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  and  have 
transmitted  to  him  so  much  of  your  letter  as  bears  upon  that  subject.  Your 
representation  will  be,  by  him,  immediately  forwarded  to  the  President 
now  on  his  way  to  Tennessee.  The  result  will  be  communicated  to  you  as, 
as  soon  possible.  ‘ Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C,  G,  S. 

To  J.  B.  GarOiner,  Esq., 

SupH  remH  Ohio  Indians,  Lebdrionand  Belief  out  am,e,  Ohio,^ 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  2, 1832. 
Sir:  On  Ihe  9th  May,  you  were  informed  by  the  Commissary  General 
that  a quantity  of  ammunition,  to  wit:  powder,  lead,  and  flints,  would  b© 


132 


C 512  2 


shipped  to  Fort  Smith  to  the  order  of  the  Choctaw  agent;  and  you  were 
directed  to  pay  the  freight  on  these  articles,  after  receiving  the  receipt  of  the 
Choctaw  sub-agent  or  of  Lieutenant  Rains,  with  a certificate  that  the  ship- 
ment corresponded  with  the  bills  of  lading,  &c. 

The  powder  was  shipped  from  Pittsburgh,  some  time  since,  direct  for 
Fort  Smith,  but  advice  has  just  been  received  that  the  lead  and  flints  pro- 
cured at  St.  Louis  will  be  landed  at  the  mouth  of  White  river,  to  the  care 
of  Montgomery  and  Miller. 

You  will  please,  immediately  on  the  reception  of  this,  to  request  those 
gentlemen  to  send  the  articles  to  their  destination  by  the  first  water  con- 
veyance, and  settle  with  them  for  whatever  charges  may  necessarily  have 
accrued  in  consequence  of  the  consignment. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G,  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Little  Bock,  %^7'kansas  Territory, 


Emigration  OF  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  August  4,  1832, 

Sir:  I enclose  ydu  a copy  of  deneral  GratioPs  letter  to  this  department, 
on  the  subject  of  employing  the  steamboats  in  the  Choctaw  removal.  This 
letter  embraces  two  more  points  than  were  adverted  to  in  mine  of  30th 
ultimo,  to  wit:  ‘‘The  distance  which  they  are  to  be  transported,^’  and 
“whether  there  will  be  horses  or  stock  of  any  kind  transported  with  the 
Indians.”  These  facts  are  necessary  to  be  known  before  any  instructions 
can  be  given  to  Mr.  Shreeve. 

Please  to  advise  this  department  as  soon  as  possible  of  the  result  of  your 
inquiries  into  this  matter. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  %Acting  C.  G,S. 

To  Wm.  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Care  of  Bober t ^Armstrong,  Nashville,  Tennessee, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  A,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  30th  instant.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that, 
on  the  subject  to  which  your  letter  relates,  no  discretion  has  been  left  with 
this  department,  the  President  having  determined  that  the  Indians  shall  go 
by  steamboats.  Mr.  Gardiner’s  representation  has,  however,  been  for- 
warded to  the  President,  who  is  on  his  way  to  Tennessee;  and  his  ultimate 
decision  must  be  received  before  any  measure  can  be  taken. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Jlcting  C,  G,  S. 

To  John  McElvain,  Esq., 

Indian  Sgent,  Columbus,  Ohio, 


133 


[ 513  3 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  August  6,  1832. 

Sir:  A box  will  be  forwarded  to-day  from  this  city  to  your  care  in  on© 
of  the  line  of  stages.  This  box  is  marked  for  Indian  commissioners, 
Fort  Gibson,  A.  T.’’  You  will  please  to  ship  it  to  Lieut.  P.  Morrison, 
acting  commissary  subsistence  New  Orleans,  who  will  pay  the  freight, 
and  advise  him,  by  mail,  of  the  shipment,  of  which  you  will  also  inform 
this  department.  The  transportation  to  Baltimore  will  be  paid  here. 

G.  GIBSON,  a G.  S., 

Per  J,  H.  Hook, 

To  Lieutenant  S.  B.  Dusenbury, 

^Acting  Commissary  Subsistence,  Baltimore. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

♦ 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  6,  1832, 

Sir:  Lieutenant  S.  B.  Dusenbury,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence 
at  Baltimore,  will  ship  to  your  care  a box  marked  thus:  For  Indian  Com- 
missioners, Fort  Gibson,  A.  T.’^  You  will  please  to  ship  this  box  to  Lieu- 
tenant L.  F.  Carter,  assistant  commissary  at  Fort  Gibson,  by  the  first  con- 
veyance; and  pay  as  well  the  freight  and  charges  from  Baltimore  as  to  its 
place  of  destination.  It  would  be  well,  on  its  arrival  from  Baltimore,  to 
have  all  the  marks  obliterated,  except  the  first  above  designated.  You  will 
inform  Lieutenant  Carter,  by  mail,  of  this  shipment,  and  of  your  having 
paid  the  freight;  and  you  will  advise  this  department  accordingly. 

The  consequent  expenditure  will  be  included  in  your  subsistence  accounts, 
but  so  designated  that  it  may  be  readily  detected  and  charged  here  to  the 
proper  appropriation. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  JjcHng  C,  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  P.  Morrison, 

t//.  C,  S.,  New  Orleans, 


I Emigration  of  Indians, 

I Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  6,  1832. 

! Sir:  A box  marked  “For  Indian  Commissioners,  Fort  Gibson,  A.  T.,^’ 
I and  to  your  care,  will  Ise  shipped  to  you  by  Lieutenant  P.  Morrison,  assist- 
ant  commissary  of  subsistence  at  New  Orleans. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  commissioners  at  Fort  Gibspn,  you  will  turn  over 
this  box  to  them,  and  take  the  receipt  of  one  of  them  for  it,  which  you  will 
transmit  to  this  department. 

Lieutenant  Morrison  will  pay  the  freight  and  charges. 

Herewith  is  an  extract  of  the  Secretary  of  War’s  instructions  to  the  com, 
missioners.  You  will,  in  accordance  therewith,  issue  provisions  to  the  In-» 
j dians  who  may  be  assembled  by  them. 

I The  Indian  ration  consists  of  bread,  meat,  and  salt,  as  follows: 

! Bread, — % quart  corn  meal,  or  1 lb.  wheat  flour,  or  I quaft  of  corn. 
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Meat — H lb.  fresh  beef,  or  li  lb.  fresh  pork,  or  f lb.  salted  pork. 

Salt  '-— 4:  quarts  to  the  100  rations. 

Any  three  of  which  articles  of  subsistence  can  be  issued  as  the  Indians 
may  choose. 

Your  accounts  for  these  issues  will  be  kept  separate  from  those  of  the 
Subsistence  Department  Forms  of  account  are  enclosed,  to  which  you 
will  adhere.  Yoti  will  use  much  exactness  in  this  business,  so  that  all  the 
expenditures  consequent  tipon  it  may  be  ascertained  and  charged  to  the 
proper  appropriation.  The  provision  mUst  he  of  good  quality:  and,  if 
you  Should  use  any  belonging  to  the  Subsistence  Department,  you  will  note 
the  fact  on  the  return,  and  give  a statement  of  their  cost. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  Hook,  'Acting  C.  G,  S, 

To  Liebtenant  L.  F.  Carter; 

t/?.  C.  S,,  Fort  Gibsony  T, 


Emigration  oE  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  6,  i834. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo  is  received.  You  remark  upon  the 
fact  of  no  rifles  having  been  provided  for  the  Shawnees  of  Wapaghkonetta, 
and  ask  how  the  deficiency  shall  be  supplied? 

I can  find  nothing  in  the  treaty  about  rifles:  the  only  articles  to  be  fur- 
nished those  Indians  are  mentioned  in  the  ninth  article.  The  second  article, 
to  which  you  refer,  says  nothing  about  them.  I v/ill  remark,  however, 
that  the  instructions  for  making  the  purchased  in  fulfilment  of  the  treaties 
with  the  Ohio  Indians  were  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Lieutenant  Lane^s  estimates  are  received. 

Be  pleased  to  furnish  that  gentleman  with  an  explanation  as  to  the  neces- 
sity for  the  expense  of  laborers,  as  found  in  both  the  estimates;  and  advert 
to  the  letter  from  this  office  of  the  5th  July  which  relates  to  the  employ- 
ment of  them. 

I am  informed  that  the  War  Department  has  attended  to  the  subject  oif 
vaccination,  again  alluded  to  by  you.  The  paying  for  the  improvements 
will  also  meet  with  immediate  attention  from  that  department. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C,  G.  S, 

To  J.  B.  Gardiner,  Esq., 

Sup’t  removal  Ohio  Indians^  Lebanon,  Ohio. 


Emigration  op  iNhtANs, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  6;  1832, 


Sir:  You  letter  of  14th  July  to  the  Secretary  of  War  has  been  referred 
to  this  department.  There  beihg  no  agent  fbr  ihaking  disbursements  in  the 
Cherokee  country  on  account  bf  emigration,  the  claim  of  Cordery  will,  of 
necessity,  lie  ov'er  until  one  is  appointed.  When  this  shall  be  don's,  he  will 
be  instructed  to  act  upon  it.  Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C,  G,S. 

To  H.  MoNTGokERY,  Esq., 

Indian  Agent,  Cherokee  Agency, 
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Emic^ration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  6,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  31st  of  July,  with  estimates  of  the 
cost  of  the  removal  of  the  Ohio  Indians  by  land  and  by  water.  Mr.  Gardiner 
has  heretofore  made  strong  representations  against  removing  the  Indians  by 
steamboats;  and  another  communication  from  him  on  the  same  subject  has 
this  day  been  received.  The  protest  of  Mr.  Gardiner  was  forwarded  to  the 
President,  who  has  gone  to  Tennessee;  and  no  active  operations  can  be 
authorized  until  his  final  decision  is  known.  What  this  may  be  is  uncer- 
tain, because  of  his  having  heretofore  determined  that  the  Indians  should 
go,  as  far  as  practicable,  by  steamboats. 

Respectfully,  &c,, 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Jicting  C,  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Lane, 

DisVg  *^gent  remH  Ohio  Indians,  Lebanon,  Ohio, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Mugust  7,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  copies  of  two  estimates 
furnished  to  this  department  by  Lieutenant  J.  F,  Lane,  disbursing  agent  in 
the  removal  of  the  Ohio  Indians. 

These  estimates  were  made  upon  data  furnished  by  J.  B.  Gardiner,  esq., 
superintendent  of  that  removal;  and  are  important  as  presenting  a view  of 
all  the  anticipated  expenditures  of  the  two  modes  of  travel  by  land  and  by 
water. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C,  G.  S, 

To  John  Robb,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  War, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  S,  1832. 

Sir:  The  boxes  pf  medals  and  bundles  of  flags,  confided  to  the  care  of  this 
department  for  transportation  to  the  Indian  Commissioners  at  Fort  Gibson, 
Arkansas  Territory,  have  been  carefully  packed  in  one  box,  and  sent  to  Bal- 
timore, where  they  will  be  shipped  for  New  Orleans  from  thence  they  will 
I be  sent  to  Fort  Gibson.  The  duty  of  the  shipment  at  the  several  points, 
I and  the^care  of  the  box  at  its  place  pf  destination,  have  been  confided  to  of- 
1 fleers  of  the  Subsistence  Department;  and  there  will  be,  no  doubt,  the  least 
j possible  delay  in  its  transportation , 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C,  G,  S, 

To  John  Robb,  Esq.,  ^ 

Acting  Secretary  of  War, 
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Emigration  of  Indians^ 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Jiugust  8,  18324 

Sir:  On  the  10th  ultimo  an  order  was  issued  by  the  Adjutant  General^ 
placing  you  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence 
for  duty  in  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws.  A letter  iVas  addressed  to  you  at 
Fort  Jesup  from  this  officej  on  the  same  day,  tendering  the  appointment  of 
disbursing  officer. 

Copies  of  the  above  papers  are  herewith.  As  you  accept  this  appoint- 
ment, you  will>  without  delay,  proceed  to  the^ChoCtaw  Agency  east  of  the 
Mississippi. 

(Lieutenant  Montgomery’s  instructions  as  to  the  mode  of  performing  his 
duties  are  the  same  as  those  of  Lieutenant  Simonton.  See  letter  July  11, 
1832,  toS.) 

A transfer  of  ^10,000,  will  be  made  to  you  by  Lieutenant  S.  V.  R.  Ryan 
out  of  the  public  money  placed  to  his  credit  in  the  Branch  of  the  United 
States’  Bank  at  Nashville;  for  which  sum  you  will  receipt  to  him. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery, 

U,  S.  A.,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  9,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  are  two  accounts  of  Major  R.  L.  Baker,  of  the  Ordnance 
Department,  for  expenditures  on  account  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of 
the  Choctaw  Indians,  and  in  fulfilment  of  treaty  stipulations  with  them. 

One  account  is  for  ^270  67,  being  the  cost  of  a travelling  forge  procured 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  active  operations  from  the  Mississippi  | 
river  westward;  and  was  paid  for  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  exchange  j 
of  lands,  &c.,  by  act  of  28th  May,  1830.  i 

The  other  account  is  for  ^2,253  62,  being  the  cost  of  10,000  pounds  of 
rifle  powder,  with  the  expenses  thereon,  procured  in  accordance  with  the  1 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaws  of  15th  September,  1830.  This 
was  also  paid  out  of  the  fund  abovementioned;  but  ought  to  have  been  drawn  I 
from  the  appropriation  for  blankets,  rifles,  ammunition,  &c.,  per  act  2d  March,  i 
1831,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaws  of  15th  Septem^ 
her,  1830.  Respectfully,  &c.,  [ 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S,  j 

To  Wm.  B.  Lewis,  Esq., 

Second  Auditor,  Treasury  Department, 


Emigration  of  Indians,  « 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  10,  1832. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  Information  a copy  of  a letter 
from  J.  B.  Gardiner,  esq.,  special  agent  and  superintendent  of  Indian  emi- 
gration, and  the  copy  of  a report  made  to  him  by  John  Shelby,  esquire,  as-^ 
sistant  conductor.  Respectfully,  &c., 

^ J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  John  Robb,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  War^ 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jlugust  10,  1832. 

Sir:  You  were  informed  in  the  letter  from  the  commissary  general  of 
subsistence  of  the  20th  ult  , that  you  would  be  met  at  the  Choctaw  Agency 
by  several  disbursing  officers,  among  whom  was  Lieut.  S-  V.  R.  Ryan.  I 
have  just  understood  that  this  gentleman  intends  to  resign  his  commission 
in  the  army:  he  will  not  therefore  accept  the  appointment  tendered  him. 
Captain  Page  has  accepted,  and  will  be  with  you  before  this  is  received,  and 
Lieut.  Simonton  is  now  on  his  way.  Lieut.  Montgomery  will  be  delayed 
a week  or  two  longer  than  contemplated  in  consequence  of  permission 
granted  him  to  remain  With  his  connexions  in  New  Jersey,  from  whom  he 
has  been  separated  several  years  upon  public  service.  I have  not  heard  from 
the  other  officer  of  whose  appointment  you  were,  as  above  mentioned,  ap- 
prized. Captain  Page  and  Lieutenants  Montgomery  and  Simonton  have 
the  following  sums  of  public  money  deposited  at  Nashville  applicable  to 
the  removal,  &c.,  upon  your  requisitions  for  supplies. 

Captain  Page  ^5,000,  Lieut.  Montgomery  Si 0,000,  Lieut.  Simonton 
^10,000,  and  as  soon  as  advice  of  Lieut.  Bainbridge’s  acceptance,  which 
will  arrive  ere  long,  is  received,  a deposite  of  ^5,000  will  be  placed  to  his 
credit  in  the  same  institution. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G,  S, 

To  Wm.  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Sujierintendent  Choctaw  removaL 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissai'y  General  Subsistence,  *dugust  10,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  accepting  the  appointment  of  dis- 
bursing agent,  is  received.  Your  dut}"  will  be  that  of  making  the  disburse- 
ments necessary  in  the  collection  and  removal  of  the  Indians  west,  and  for 
their  subsistence  whilst  collecting,  and  during  their  removal. 

These  disbursements  will  be  made  upon  the  requisitions  of  Wm.  x-lrm- 
strong,  esq.,  special  agent  and  superintendent  of  the  removal,  &c.,  as  far  as 
the  Mississippi;  and  after  passing  the  Mississippi,  upon  the  requisitions  of 
Captain  Jacob  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent,  or  on  those  of  a special  agent 
who  maybe  hereafter  designated  to  accompany  the  Indians  through  to  the 
new  country.  The  requisitions  will  always  be  in  writing,  and  will  accompany 
your  quarterly  accounts  as  authority  for  any  expenditure  under  them. 

The  superintendent  will  point  out  to  you  the  place  where  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary that  you  should  at  any  time  be  stationed,  which  will  always  be  with 
a view  to  a co-operation  with  him. 

You  are  authorized  to  hire  such  assistants  as  may  be  wanted  to  aid  in  the 
issues,  of  whom  it  is  requisite  that  one  should  be  a man  of  some  respecta- 
bility, in  order  to  carry  into  effect  article  6 of  section  VI.  of  the  regulations. 

The  regulations  point  out  your  duties  generally,  and  specific  instructions 
will,  from  time  to  time,  be  given  you. 

Full  statements  will  be  made  to  me  of  your  transactions;  and  an  active 
intercourse  with  the  superintendents  and  agents  is  recommended,  so  that 
the  service  may  be  marked  with  the  utmost  efficiency  and  harmony. 
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Herewith  are  blanks  of  all  the  various  kinds  appertaining  to  your  duties; 
and,  as  every  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  forms  of  accounts,  they  are  in  suf- 
ficient numbers  to  meet  your  demands  for  some  time.  It  is  desirable  that 
your  papers  should  be  folded  to  correspond,  to  wit:  of  the  size  of  a half 
sheet  of  letter-paper  folded  three  times. 

Accompanyino;  this  also  is  a circular  descriptive  of  the  various  forms  of 
account. 

Your  pay  and  emoluments,  to  commence  on  the  date  of  your  acceptance 
of  the  appointment,  will  be  those  of  an  assistant  quartermaster,  and  you 
will  draw  them  thus;  the  pay  proper  of  your  grade  in  the  army  from  an 
army  paymaster,  and  the  emoluments  from  the  Indian  fund  in  your  posses- 
sion. You  will  pay  yourself  ten  cents  a mile  for  transportation  between 
Fort  Mitchell  and  the  Choctaw  Agency  by  the  nearest  route. 

Five  thousand  dollars  will  be  deposited  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  of 
the  United  States’  Bank  at  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Jlcllnq  C\  G.  S. 

To  Captain  John  Page, 

Dishurshig  Jlgenly  Chociaw  Jlgency, 


Emigration  of  iNciANs, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Jiy gust  11,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  enclosed  a copy  of  a letter  just  received  from  Mr. 
Gardiner. 

You  will  readily  perceive  his  views  in  what  he  has  written.  My  object 
is  to  obtain  from  you  such  a report  as  may  be  explanatory  of  your  designs^ 
this  will  enable  the  department  to  act  nnderstandingly. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  deling  0.  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lake, 

Disbursing  Jigent  removal  Ohio  Indians,  Lebanon,  Ohio^ 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Offee  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jiugusi  13,  1332. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  16th  ultimo,  with  Doctor  Fulton’s  report  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Seneca  emigrants,  has  been  received. 

In  the  letter  from  this  department  of  the  3d  May,  you  were  directed  to 
send  an  agent  to  the  Seneca  country  who  would  contract,  if  necessary,  for 
provisions  for  those  Indians.  Doctor  Fulton,  it  appears,  has  not  thought  it 
advisable  to  do  so;  yet  it  is  undoubtedly  requisite  that  immediate  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  to  that  effect.  And  if  Mr.  Brish  has  not  reported 
to  you,  as  he  promised  to  doj  the  information  in  relation  to  the  condition 
and  wants  of  the  Senecas,”  you  will  wait  no  longer.  Mr.  Brish  has  been 
authorized  by  the  War  Department  to  remain  with  the  Senecas  one  year  af- 
ter their  arrival^  and  the  contract  which  he  made  will,  it  seems,  expire  in 
September. 

As  soon  as  you  receive  this,  you  will  please  to  take  some  steps  to  supply 
the  provisions  for  the  balance  of  the  year,  say  for  about  ten  months.  The 
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provisions  to  be  issued  by  the  contractor,  and  paid  for  by  yctu  oh  the  receipt 
(or  certificate  oi*  Mr.  I5rish:  unless  it  should  be  decidedly  preferable  to  send 
an  agent  to  the  new  Seneca  country  you  will  make  the  contract  yourself; 
but  it  is  left  to  you  to  pursue  the  most  effective,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
most  economical  course. 

No  promises  have  been  held  out  by  Government  to  these  Indians  beyond 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty;,  a copy  of  which  has  been  sent  you.  And  no 
distinction  can  be  made  between  the  supplies  furnished  to  them  and  those 
furnished  to  other  emigrant  tribes. 

The  Indian  ration  will  be  found  in  the  regulations,  of  which  .you  have  a 
copy.  Any  three  of  the  articles  comprising  it  may  be  contracted  for,  with 
such  changes  aS  may  not  affect  the  price.  After  concluding  the  pontract, 
an  article  might  be  inserted  by  which  the  Indians  Umuld  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive live  stock:  not,  however,  in  the  least  to  enhance  the  cost  of  the  ration. 

TThe  expenditure  arising  from  this  business  will  be  paid  out  of  a fund  dis- 
tinct from  that  now  irl  year  possession,  and  you  will  therefore  please  to  keep 
the  accounts  entirely  separate. 

You  will  supply  Mr.  Brish  or  the  contractor  with  the  forms  of  abstract 
of  issues  and  provision  returns,  or  requisitions,  so  that  the  whole  transac- 
tion may  be  regularly  conducted.  The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  will 
remit  you  five  thousand  dollars. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

Tb  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent,  Little  Ilock, 


EMiGRATidisr  OP  Indians, 

Offce  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  14,  1S32. 

^ir:  The  special  agent  and  superintendent  from,  the  Mississippi  river 
westward,  is  Major  Francis  W.  Armstrong. 

You  will  meet  the  requisitions  df  this  gentleman  after  passing  that  river. 
Major  Armstrong  has  also  been  appointed  to  aid  Wm.  Armstrong,  esq., 
the  special  agent  on  this  side  the  Mississippi,  in  his  duties. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J H.  HOOK,  Acting  C,  G.  S. 

To  Captain  John  Page,  Disbursing  Agent,  Choctaw  removal. 

Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton,  do.  do. 

Lieutenant  VV.R.  JMoNTGOiviERY,  do.  do. 


EmigIsation  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  14,  1832. 

Sir:  Should  your  services  be  demanded  in  the  active  operations  between 
the  Mississippi  and  the  new  Choctaw  country,  you  will  receive  the  instruc- 
tions of  Major  Frandis  W.  Armstrong,  special  agent  and  superintendent  on 
the  west  side  of  that  river.  Major  Armstrong  will  assist  William  Arm- 
esquire,  in  his  duties  of  superintendent  east  of  the  Mississippi. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  J.  F.  Fulton,  Esquire^  Assistant  Agent  Choctaw  removal. 

Wm.  McK.  Ba'll,  Esquire,  do.  do. 
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Emigration  op  Indians^ 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Jiugust  14,  1832. 

Sir:  Although  you  will  not  probably  be  engaged  in  the  active  operations 
of  removal,  I deem  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  the  superintendent  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi  is  William  Armstrong,  esquire,  and  that  Major 
F.  Wh  Armstrong  is  the  superintendent  from  that  river  to  the  new  coun- 
try. This  latter  gentleman  has  also  been  appointed  to  aid  the  former  in  his 
duties. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson,  Disbursing  Sgent  Choctaw  vemoimL 
Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains,  do.  do. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  14,  1832. 

Sir:  On  the  28th  July,  an  account  of  Messrs.  Suydam,  Jackson  & Co.,  for 
Indian  blankets,  purchased  by  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong  for  the  emigrating 
Choctaws,  was  examined  in  this  office,  and  transferred  to  that  of  Second  Au- 
ditor that  day,  and  reported  on  in  that  office  30th  July.  On  the  12th  instant, 
Messrs.  Suydam,  Jackson  & Co.,  apprize  this  office  that  the  amount 
^5,998  80,  had  not  been  received  at  that  date. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S, 

To  John  Robb,  Esquire, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  14,  1832. 

Sir:  The  special  agent  and  superintendent  on  the  west  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi is  Major  Francis  W.  Armstrong. 

This  gentleman  has  been  appointed  to  aid  Wm.  Armstrong,  esquire,  in 
his  duties  of  special  agent  and  superintendent  east  of  the  river. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Wm.  S.  Colquhoun,  Assistant  Agent  Choctaw  removal. 

S.  T.  Cross,  Esquire,  do.  do. 

Wharton  Rector,  Esquire,  do;  do. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  14,  1832. 

Gentlemen:  Captain  Hunt  has  referred  to  this  department  the  letter  to 
him  in  relation  to  your  not  having  received  the  money  which  you  were  ad- 
vised, on  the  25lh  ultimo,  would  be  remitted  to  you  in  payment  for  blan- 
kets, &c. 
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I have  investigated  the  subject,  and  find  that,  although  the  accounts  passed 
immediately  from  this  olFice  to  the  Auditor,  there  has  been  a delay  of  16  or 
17  days  in  the  transmission  of  the  Treasury  warrant  to  New  York.  I am 
informed  this  will  be  done  to-day.  I enclose,  for  your  information,  a copy 
of  a letter  addressed  to  the  acting  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  0.  G.  S. 

To  Messrs.  Stjydam,  Jackson  & Co., 

Merchants,  New  York. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  dugiist  17, 1832. 

Sir  : I send  you  an  account  of  Col,  George  Taicott  for  swords,  &:c.,  and  an  ac- 
count of  Lieut,  R.  B.  Lee  for  lead  and  flints, &c.  All  these  articles  were  procur- 
ed through  the  Ordnance  Department  in  fulfilment  of  treaty  stipulations  with 
the  Choctaw  Indians.  The  account  for  lead  is  not  paid;  that  for  swords, 
viz.,  ^1,162  56,  has  been  paid  out  of  the  fund  provided  for  an  exchange  of 
lands  with  the  Indians,  &c.,  per  act  of  28th  May,  1830;  but  should  have  been 
drawn  from  the  appropriation  for  blankets,  rifles,  ammunition,  &c.,  per  act 
of  2d  March,  1831,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaws. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Actmg  C.  G.  St. 

To  William  B.  Lewis,  Esq., 

SecoTid  Auditor,  Treasury  Department. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  21,  1832. 


Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant.  In  yours  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  you  refer  to  the  rifles  due  by  treaty  to  the  Shawnees,  of  Wapagh- 
konnetta,  and  state  that  the  provision  is  to  be  found  in  the  11th  article  of 
I the  treaty.  A hasty  reference  to  the  11th,  and  also  to  the  9th  article,  in 
i which  all  the  rest  of  the  presents  are  named,  caused  me  to  say  that  no  pro- 
i vision  for  rifles  was  to  be  found  in  the  treaty;  but  I afterwards  perceived 
I that  you  cited  the  11th  article  instead  of  the  i2th.* 

i As  you  were  before  informed,  the  Secretary  of  War  himself  made  out 
' the  order  for  purchasing  the  rifles,  a copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  But  direc- 
tions have  been  given  to  ship  the  twenty-five  rifles  due  the  Shawnees  of  Wa- 
paughkonnetta,  from  Philadelphia,  by  way  of  New  Orleans,  to  St.  Louis, 
care  of  General  William  Clark,  by  whom,  if  they  arrive  before  the  Indians, 
they  will  be  turned  over  to  you  for  distribution;  and  if  they  do  not  reach 
St.  Louis  until  the  Indians  have  passed,  they  will  be  forwarded  to  you. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

j J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 


I 

I 

i 


To  J.  B.  Gardiner,  Esq., 

Special  Agent  removal  Ohio  Indians,  Lebanon,  Ohio. 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  21,  1832,- 

Sir:  Two  boxes  of  rifles,  intended  for  the  Shawnees  of  Wapaghkon- 
netta,”  now  about  to  emigrate  to  their  land  west  of  the  Mississippi,  will  b(^ 
immediately  shipped  from  Philadelphia,  via  New  Orleans,  for  St.  Louis,  to 
your  care.  If  the  Indians  shall  have  passed  when  the  boxes  arrive,  be 
pleased  to  forward  them  to  J.  B.  Gardiner,  esq.,  special  agent  and  super- 
intendent of  the  removal;  but  if  the  Indians  have  not  then  reached  St.  Louis, 
I will  thank  you,  after  their  arrival,  to  turn  the  boxes  over  to  J.  B.  Gardi- 
ner, esq.j  by  whom  the  rifles  are  to  be  distributed. 

All  the  expenses  of  shipment  from  Philadelphia  to  New  Orleans  will  be 
paid  at  the  latter  place;  and  should  it  become  necessary  for  you  to  send 
these  rifles  west,  the  freight  or  carriage  will  be  paid  by  the  disbursing  agent 
of  this  department. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  deling  a G,  S. 

To  General  William  Clark, 

Superintendent  Indian  diffairs,  St.  Loiiis^  Mo. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  21,  1832. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  11th  August  is  at  hand,  by  which  I perceive  you  have 
contracted  for  about  two  weeks’  supply  of  provisions  at  an  average  of  eight 
cents  per  ration. 

In  reply,  particularly,  to  your  suggestions  and  queries,  I will  state  that 
the  payments  for  the  improvements  are  not  to  be  made  by  you;  that  the  ex- 
penses of  councils,  held  preparatory  to  removal,  will  not  be  paid  by  yOfQ? 
nor  will  the  expenses  of  vaccinating  the  Indians.  Your  duties  will  be,  as 
strictly  as  possible,  confined  to  those  disbursements  connected  with  the 
transportation  and  subsistence.  The  above  matters  have,  I am  informed, 
received  the  attention  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  which  has  cognizance  of  them. 

“The  expenses  of  officers  engaged  in  bringing  the  Ottaways  from  the 
north  to  Wapaughkonnetta,”  may  be  paid,  provided  the  services  of  those  offi- 
cers were  necessary.  It  would  have  been  better  to  riiake  a statement  of 
the  case,  the  distance  travelled,  the  number  of  persons  employed,  the  ex- 
pense, &c.  Please  to  do  this. 

There  is  no  objection"  to  the  subject  of  your  postscript. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  .Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  Sgent  removal  Ohio  Indians^  XJrhanna,  Ohio. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  21,  1832* 

Sir:  I request  that  you  will  immediately  furnish  twenty*five  rifles  of  the 
same  description  as  those  supplied  to  the  order  of  Major  Armstrong.  Tlmy 
must  be  accompainied  by  all  the  apparatus;  and,  when  ready,  will  be  in- 
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spected  by  Major  George  Bender,  quartermaster  United  States’  army,  to 
whom  they  will  be  delivered  for  transportation. 

The  boxes  containing  them  will  be  marked  for  the  Shawnees  of  Wa- 
paughkonetta.” 

As  soon  as  your  account,  and  Major  Bender’s  receipt  and  certificate  of 
inspection,  together  with  the  bill  of  lading,  which  last  he  will  forward,  come 
to  hand,  the  money  shall  be  remitted  to  you. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Jlcting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Mr.  Henry  Deringer, 

Philadelphia. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Offoce  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  August  21,  1832. 

Sir:  Mr.  Henry  Deringer,  gun  manufacturer  of  your  city,  has  been  re- 
quested to  furnish  tw^enty-five  rifles  of  the  same  description  as  those  sujiplied 
on  the  order  of  Major  Armstrong,  with  apparatus  complete;  and  he  has 
been  informed  that  you  would  inspect  and  receipt  to  him  for  them.  Will 
you  be  pleased  to  do  so,  and  to  ship  them,  by  way  of  New  Orleans,  to  Gen. 
Wm.  Glark,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  St.  Louis,  Missouri?  Mr. 
Deringer  will  be  at  all  the  expense  attending  the  packing  and  delivery  to 
the  vessel . 

As  soon  as  the  shipment  is  made,  which  will  be  by  the  first  opportunity, 
you  will  please  to  forward  the  bill  of  lading  to  this  department. 

It  would  be  well  for  the  Quartermaster  at  New  Orleans  to  pay  all  the  ex- 
penses from  Philadelphia  to  St.  Louis,  and  when  the  accounts  are  received 
:Rt  Washington,  a transfer  can  be  made  to  the  proper  fund. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  dieting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  George  Bender, 

Quartermaster  United  StateP  Jlrmy. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsiste7ice,  August  21^  1S32» 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  23d,  24th,  and  25th  of  July,  with  the  account  cur- 
rent, abstracts,  &c.,  have  been  received.  The  engagements  of  the  present  time 
will  not  admit  of  an  examination  of  your  accounts;  but  a glance  at  the  ac- 
count  current  shows  a balance  in  favor  of  the  United  States  up  to  the  end 
of  the  2d  quarter  of  the  year  of  ^27,741  00.  In  the  letter  which  enclosed 
the  estimate,  dated  2Pth  June,  you  do  not  notice  the  remittance  of  iS25,000; 
but  in  one  of  the  same  date,  written  doubtless,  after  advice  of  this  remit- 
tance %vas  received,  you  advert  to  the  fact,  and  state  that  you  are  amply  sup- 
plied, and  are  now  closing  and  cancelling  all  demands  up  to  the  close  of 
the  present  quarter.”  The  reason  for  not  bringing  this  balance  upon  your 
estimate  is  thus  apparent.  But  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  know  the  state 
of  your  pecuniary  matters  exactly;  and  you  may,  by  the  time  this  is  received, 
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be  able  to  show  how  they  stand.  You  will  therefore  please  to  forward, 
soon  as  possible,  a statement  which  shall  have  for  its  object  to  show  how 
much  of  this  ^27,741  00  may  be  deducted  from  your  estimate  for  the  3d 
quarter. 

A copy  of  the  regulations  concerning  the  removal  of  the  Indians’’  has 
been  sent  to  you,  with  instructions  under  them. 

The  regulations,  as  you  have  perceived,  prefer  the  contract  system,  and 
the  procuring  in  that  way  of  the  complete  ration,  to  be  distributed  at  the 
expense  of  the  contractor.  See  article  4,  section  VI. 

By  article  7,  cattle  or  hogs  may  be  delivered,  upon  just  estimates,  on 
foot.”  This  applies  to  the  Indians  after  they  remove,  and  as  well  to  those 
who  removed  last  season,  as  to  those  who  shall  go  over  the  ensuing  one. 
Very  great  losses  have  arisen  from  keeping  provisions  on  hand,  and  from 
issuing  it,  Lieut.  Stephenson  reports  a loss  upon  issues  of  2,700  bushels 
of  corn;  a part  of  this  deficiency,  he  thinks,  was  stolen  by  the  Indians. 

The  contracting  for  complete  rations  for  the  Indians  who  have  already 
emigrated  will,  doubtless,  secure  the  Government  from  these  losses,  and 
probably  create  some  saving  in  the  expenditures  connected  with  the  issues. 

The  department  is  not  informed  of  any  contracts  having  been  made  by 
Lieut.  Stephenson,  which  are  not  fulfilled.  He  may  have  entered  into  some 
subsequently  to  the  termination  of  the  2d  quarter;  and  it  is  hoped  that  they 
are  not  for  large  quantities  of  provisions.  It  is  probable  indeed,  that,  on 
the  reception  of  the  regulations,  he  has  shaped  his  course  in  accordance  with 
their  spirit.  He  will  be  instructed  by  this  day’s  mail  on  the  subject;  and  a 
copy  of  the  letter  written  to  him  will  be  found  herewith. 

You  will  please  to  communicate  with  that  gentleman  immediately,  and 
learn  what  he  has  done.  If  he  has  done  nothing,  but  depended  Upon  your 
contracting  for  him,  and  you  have  made  contracts  on  the  previous  plan;  or 
if  he  has  contracted  for  a part  of  the  ration,  say,  for  corn,  and  you,  as  be- 
fore, for  beef;  and^if  these  contracts  are  for  considerable  quantities,  the  mat- 
ter must  rest. 

But  if  no  contracts,  or  small  ones,  have  been  made,  you  will  proceed  to 
carry  into  effect  the  design  of  the  7th  article  before  noticed,  and  contract 
for  the  complete  ration  to  be  issued  by  the  contractors,  and  to  stipulate  for 
the  delivery  of  stock;  the  issues  to  be  made,  if  agreeable  to  the  Indians,  at 
^Monger  intervals”  than  heretofore:  for  example,  of  a month  or  two  months, 
and  the  beef  part  of  the  ration,  in  particular,  might  be  thus  furnished,  under 
some  such  precaution  as  branding  the  cattle,  when  issued,  to  prevent  fraud. 

You  will  be  particularly  guarded  against  combinations  among  bidders; 
and,  although  you  advertise  for  proposals,  and  state,  as  usual,  that  the  lowest 
bidder  giving  good  security  shall  have  the  contract,  let  this  be  accompani- 
ed with  the  proviso  that  the  principal  disbursing  agent  believe  it  compatible 
with  the  interest  of  Government. 

When,  under  said  proviso,  you  may  think  it  proper  to  withhold  contracts 
from  the  lowest  bidders,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  them  privately. 

The  same  course  vvill  be  pursued  in  relation  to  Lieutenant  Rains,  supply, 
and  he  has  been  instructed  to  that  effect. 

A copy  of  the  letter  to  him  is  enclosed. 

Respectfullv,  Slc., 

X.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G.  Y. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Jlg&nt^  Little  Rock,  A,  T, 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsist ence^  August  21,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  10th  and  18th  of  July,  with  a copy  of  your 
register  of  emigrant  Choctaws,  and  return  of  provisions  and  account  current 
for  the  2d  quarter,  are  received.  The  accounts  cannot  be  examined  now; 
but  it  is  discovered  that  a great  loss  in  corn  is  reported,  supposed  by  you  to 
arise  principally  from  shrinking,  and  somewhat  from  theft.  The  return 
exhibits  but  1,000  bushels  on  hand,  and  all  the  contracts  made  by  you  appear 
to  have  been  fulfilled.  If  you  have  made  contracts  besides  those  heretofore 
sent  to  this  department,  you  will  forward  them. 

Your  abstract  of  purchases  of  subsistence  for  the  2d  quarter  did  hot 
accompany  the  account  current,  and  has  not  yet  come  to  hand.  If  this 
document  was  forwarded  at  the  same  time  the  others  were,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  it  has  miscarried. 

You  will  therefore  please  to  transmit  another,  and  your  duplicate 
vouchers. 

A balance  appears  on  your  account  in  favor  of  the  United  States  of 
gSj'/S?  55. 

It  is  regretted  that  you  did  not  make  an  estimate  by  which  your  expen- 
ditures for  the  3d  quarter  might  have  been  ascertained. 

The  rendering  quarterly  estimates  is  ail  important.  In  your  first  month- 
ly report  under  the  new  regulations  you  will  be  able  to  supply  this 
omission. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  to  Captain  Brown 
that  a reference  is  made  to  the  mode  of  supplying  provisions  to  the  Indians, 
after  arriving  in  the  new  country,  as  contemplated  by  the  regulations. 

He  is  instructed  to  contract  for  the  whole  of  the  subsistence,  which  will 
be  issued  by  the  contractors,  at  their  expense,  &c.,  (see  article  7,  section 
VI.,)  and  the  preceding  articles  of  the  same  section.  But  the  execution  of 
this  will  depend  upon  circumstances,  viz.  whether  he  or  you,  or  both,  have 
made  contracts  on  the  previous  plan,  the  duration  of  such  contracts,  &c. 

He  will  consult  with  you  upon  the  subject,  and  whatever  arrangement 
may  be  made  will  be  guided  by  a strict  regard  for  economy. 

Respectfully,  &c,, 

J,  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Disb^g  Agent,  Choctaw  remU,  Little  River  Lick,  A,  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  21,  IS 32. 

Sir:  You  have  already  been  furnished  with  a copy  of  the  regulations 
governing  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians,  with  instructions  in 
relatipn  thereto 

These  regulations  contemplate  the  supplying  of  the  Indians  after  their 
arrival  in  the  new  country  with  provisions  in  greater  quantities  at  one  issue 
than  when  on  the  mai  ch,  the  issues  being  made  up  at  longer  intervals,  &c. ; 
and,  moreover,  that  the  supplies  should  be  issued  in  ail  cases  where  practica- 
ble by  the  contractors,  and  at  their  expense:  (see  article  7lh,  section  VH.,and 
19 
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the  preceding  article  of  the  same  section.)  The  time  of  adopting  this  plan 
with  respect  to  the  Indians  already  moved  will  depend  much  upon  the  state 
of  the  contracts  already  made  by,  and  for  you. 

You  will  consult  Captain  Brown  upon  this  subject,  who  is  authorized  to 
make  contracts  for  the  complete  ration,  to  be  furnished  as  above  stated. 
Enclosed  is  so  much  of  the  letter  to  him  as  relates  to  this  business. 

If  you  have  entered  into  any  contract  other  than  heretofore  transmitted, 
please  forward  it  immediately. 

Respectfully,  &C., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  O.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

Disb^g  t/Igent,  Choctaw  removal^  Fort  Smith. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  22,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  2dth  ultimo,  with  an  account  of  dis» 
bursement  for  contingencies.  All  your  accounts  shall  be  settled  as  soon  as- 
practicable. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  John  T.  Fulton,  Esq., 

Assistant  Agent,  Choctaw  rem’l,  Little  Rock,  A.  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  24,  1832. 

General:  An  early  removal  of  a portion  of  the  Cherokees  of  Georgia 
being  anticipated,  it  is  necessary  that  an  officer  of  the  army  should  be, 'as 
soon  as  possible,  at  the  Agency  in  the  Cherokee  country,  to  make  the  dis- 
bursements in  conformity  with  the  first  article  of  the  third  section  of  the 

regulations  concerning  the  removal  of  the  Indians.’’ 

I have  therefore  the  honor  to  request  that  Lieutenant  F.  L.  Dancey  of 
the  2d  artillery  may  be  detailed  for  that  service,  and  directed  to  report  to 
this  department  for  orders. 

Lieutenant  Dancey  is  willing  to  enter  upon  the  duty,  which  will  be  but 
temporary,  and  not  employ  him  more  than  two  months;  and  has  obtained 
the  consent  of  his  immediate  commanding  officer,  Colonel  Long,  as  well  as 
that  of  Colonel  Abert,  chief  of  the  Topographical  Bureau. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H,  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  General  A.  Macomb-, 

Co\mnander-in- Chief  U.  S.  Army,  Washington  City. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  25,  1S32* 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in  m}i  letter  to  the  com- 
manding general,  an  order  has  been  issued  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Abert, 


chief  of  the  Topographical  Bureau,  placing  you  under  the  direction  of  this 
department  for  duly  in  the  removal  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  from  Georgia. 

You  are  therefore  appointed  disbursing  officer  under  the  regulations 
concerning  the  removal  of  the  Indians,”  a copy  of  which  you  will  find  here- 
with. 

The  immediate  object  of  your  appointment  is,  that  you  may  proceed 
forthwith  to  the  Cherokee  Agency,  and  there  make  the  disbursements  ne- 
cessary, previous  to  the  removal.  It  is  not  known  to  what  extent  this  re- 
moval will  take  place,  nor  how  many  Indians  will  consent  to  go;  but  the 
design  of  the  Government  being  to  facilitate  the  emigration,  the  presence  of 
a disbursing  officer  will  be  necessary  so  long  as  there  is  a prospect  of  suc- 
cess on  the  part  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  enroll  the  Indians  for  emigra- 
tion. It  is  not  believed,  however,  that  more  than  two  months  will  be  re- 
quired for  the  performance  of  this  duty,  as  at  present  understood;  as  it  will 
most  probably  be  confined  to  the  payment  of  advances,  or  commutation  al- 
lowances to  Indians,  who  have  engaged  to  emigrate  without  the  superin- 
tendence or  control  of  a Government  officer. 

■ The  superintendent  of  the  Cherokee  removal  is  Benjamin  F.  Currey, 
esquire,  whom  you  will  find  at  the  Agency.  The  relation  to  which  you 
will  stand  to  this  gentleman  may  be  found  in  the  regulations.  The  expen- 
ditures will  all  be  made  upon  his  requisitions,  which  will  be  in  writing,  and 
as  definite  and  precise  as  possible,  and  they  will  accompany  your  accounts 
a's  authority. 

Further  and  more  specific  instructions  may  be  hereafter  given  you,  when 
the  department  receives  from  Mr.  Currey  some  additional  information, 
which  will  be  required  from  him. 

You  will  keep  the  department  apprized  of  the  progress  of  your  opera- 
tions. 

Enclosed  is  a circular  explanatory  of  the  manner  in  which  the  accounts 
are  to  be  kept. 

Forms  of  account  will  be  supplied  by  the  department. 

Your  compensation,  to  commence  this  day,  will  be  that  of  an  assistant 
quartermaster,  and  will  be  drawn  thus:  the  pay  proper  of  your  grade  in  the 
army  from  an  army  paymaster,  and  the  emoluments  from  the  fund  in  your 
possession.  Ten  cents  a mile  for  transportation  will  be  allowed  you  from 
Washington  to  the  Cherokee  Agency  by  the  nearest  route. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  will  advance  you  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C\  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  F.  L.  Dancey, 

Second  ^^rtillery  j IVashington  City, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  August  27,  1 8S2. 

General:  Captain  Brown  has  reported  that  Lieutenant  Ryan,  disbursing 
officer  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  has  left  that  service  in  ill  health,  with 
a view,  on  his  arrival  here,  to  resign  his  commission  in  the  army. 

The  duty  of  making  the  disbursements  for  the  removal  of  Indians  is,  by 
regulat.'on  of  the  War  Department,  exclusively  confined  to  the  officers  of  the 
army. 
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About  10,000  Choctaw  Indians  will  be  removed  west  of  the  Mississippi 
,this  fal!,  and  the  services  of  an  officer  in  place  of  Lieutenant  Ryan  is  essen» 
tially  necessary. 

1 have  ascertained  that  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Moore  of  the  |7th  infantry  is 
well  qualifiod  for  that  duty^  and  that  he  would  most  probably  be  pleased 
with  the  service.  I respectfully  request,  therefore,  that  Lieutenant  Moore 
may  be  ordered  to  receive  and  obey  the  instructions  of  this  department  in 
the  service  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

Respectful  I}:',  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  /ictmg  C,  G. 

To  Major  General  A.  Macomb, 

Commander-in- Chief  of  the  U,  S.  Army,,  Washington  City, 

.Aoie. -“Lieutenant  Moore  could  not  be  spared.  Lieutenant  Phillips  \ya3  designated  by  the 
Adjutant  General. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

OJJice  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  28,  1832. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I send  you  a copy  of  the  letter 
from  this  department  to  J.  B.  Gardiner,  esq.,  under  dale  of  the  28lh  June, 
1832.  I also  send  you  a copy  of  a letter  just  received  from  Lieutenant 
Lane,  disbursing  officer  in  the  removal  of  the  Ohio  Indians. 

Respectfully,  &.C.. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  .^Ming  C.  G,  S, 

To  John  Robb,  Esq., 

cling  Secretary  of  JVar. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  ^August  28,  1332. 

Sir:  Extracts  from  )?our  letters  of  the  23d  July  and  4th  of  August,  relat- 
ing to  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  have  been  referred  by  the  Indian  Bureau 
to  the  vSubsistence  Department,  which  has  the  control  of  that  business.  The 
department  has  already  furnished  you  with  the  regulations  concerning  the 
removal  of  the  Indians.”  The  next  emigration  will  be  conducted  in  accor* 
dance  with  the  rules  to  be  found  therein. 

Your  letter  of  the  23d  of  July  asks,  would  it  not  be  well  to  authorize  the 
appraisement  of  Indian  stock,  where  they  cannot  make  sale  of  it  in  time  to 
set  out  with  tlie  first  expedition  after  their  enrolment,  &c.?” 

The  regulation  on  this  subject  is  to  be  found  in  article  second  and  third  of 
section  seven.  But  this  only  refers  to  the  mode  in  which  a treaty  stipula- 
tion is  to  be  fulfilled;  and  there  being  no  stipulation  as  to  the  stock  in  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  Clh  May,  1S28,  with  the  Chcrokees  west  of 
the  Alississippi,  under  which  article  the  Cherokees  have  been,  and  are  to  be 
removed  from  Georgia,  the  rule  is  not  applicable  to  them.  There  could  be 
no  objection,  however,  to  receiving  the  Indian  stock  upon  just  estimates, 
when  the  party  to  whom  it  belongs  has  been  enrolled,  and  it  is  ready  to 
remove;  provided  the  party  emigrates  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
agents  of  the  Government,  and  not  under  a commutation  allowance,  and, 
aTso,  that  the  .slock  is  fit  for  Issue  as  beef. 
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The  mode  of  procedure  in  this  case,  then,  would  be  obviously  the  same 
as  is  described  in  article  second  as  above  mentioned,  excluding  the  first  sen- 
tence; and,  with  this  addition,  that  the  stock  should  be  paid  for  as  any  oth- 
er purchase  by  the  disbursing  officer. 

On  this  subject,  however,  you  say  in  your  letter  of  the  1st  of  October, 
1831,  to  the  Indian  Bureau,  the  Indians  have  heretofore  mostly  disposed 
of  their  stock  to  the  white  people,  &c.,  but  within  the  limits  of  Georgia  it 
is  doubtful  whether  such  purchasers  can  be  found.  It  is  therefore  proba- 
ble that  they  will  expect  a valuable  consideration  for  it  from  the  Govern- 
ment,” &c.,  &c.”  But  yo  1 add  you  are  apprehensive  that,  if  it  betaken  on 
valuation  where  it  answers  for  rations,  it  would  be  attended  with  much 
trouble  and  expense,  and  even  lead  to  gross  impositions.”  You  state  your 
intention  to  report  -more  fully.  Afterwards,  on  the  7th  November,  you  say, 
in  a letter  to  the  same  bureau,  those  disposed  to  emigrate  do  not  expect 
the  Government  to  take  |their  stock,  only  about  one-lenth  of  which  would 
answer  for  rations.  ” No  purchases,  therefore,  of  Cherokee  stock  were  made 
on  the  part  of  Government.  In  your  letter  of  4th  August,  you  say  several 
families,  who  enrolled  during  last  spring,  will  be  ready  to  remove  west  as 
early  as  the  rnkldle  of  September  or  the  first  of  October  next.  Their  wish 
is  to  remove  themselves,  &c.,  taking  an  advance,  &c.:  the  department  will 
therefore  please  to  furnish  Colonel  Montgomery,  Indian  agent,  with  funds, 
or  order  out  an  agent  of  removal,  &c.” 

No  option  being  left  with  this  department  but  to  conform  to  the  regula- 
tions, an  officer  has  been  selected  to  perform  this  duty. 

Lieutenant  Dancey  will  leave  this  city  in  a few  days  for  the  Cherokee 
Agency,  supplied  with  funds  and  ^‘instructions  to  meet  the  emergency.” 

The  probability  that  the  employment  might  be  a temporary  one  would 
induce  a compliance  with  your  first  suggestion,  the  remitting  of  funds  to 
Colonel  Montgomery;  but  this  you  will  find,  on  examination,  would  be  vio- 
lative of  the  very  letter  of  the  regulations. 

The  disbursing  agent  will  meet  your  requisitions,  which  should  be  as  de- 
finite and  j)recise  as  possible,  and  will  always  be  in  writing,  that  he  ma}?- 
transmit  them  with  his  accounts  as  authority  for  what  he  has  done. 

It  is  not  the  design  of  this  department,  at  this  time,  to  give  you  general 
instrufliions. 

Arrangetnenls  of  a more  permanent  character,  and  with  a design  to  anoth- 
er expedition  by  water,  will  hereafter  be  made.  With  respect  to  this,  and 
every  other  matter  concerning  the  removal,  the  department  looks  for  your 
views,  which  must  be  enlightened  from  a knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  the 
experience  of  the  past. 

You  will,  at  the  proper  time,  in  compliance  vrith, article  4th,  section  IL, 
forward  the  names  of  those  persons  you  propose  to  employ  to  aid  in  the  next 
removal. 

On  consultation  with  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  and  in  compliance 
with  the  regulations,  article  2d  and  3d  of  section  IV.,  1 have  fixed  the  com- 
mutation allowance  to  the  Cherokees  who  shall  remove  from  Georgia  at 
eighteen  dollars.  This  sum  will  be  in  full  of  every  thing,  and  paid  “when 
they  are  upon  the  point  of  commencing  their  journey.” 

No  transportation  allowance  of  any  kind  will  be  made  for  baggage  or  other 
horses,  and  no  expense  incurred  in  the  removal  under  commutalion,  besides 
the  allowance  itself;  as  to  the  payment  of  which,  you  will  take  such  mea* 
.sures  as  you  may  deem  proper. 
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That  you  may  be  informed  of  what  has  been  done  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
sistence of  ihe  Indians  who  have  already  emigrated  under  your  superinten- 
dence, I send  you  an  extract  from  a letter  from  Captain  George  V’ashon, 
Cherokee  agent  west,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  a copy  of  the  reply  of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence.  Lieutenant  Dancey  will  hand  you 
some  blank  muster  rolls,  on  which  all  those  who  have  already  agreed,  as 
well  as  those  who  shall  agree  to  remove  after  his  arrival,  will  be  enrolled. 
One  set  of  these  rolls  will  be  sent  to  the  agent  west,  and  the  other  to  this  de-,, 
partment,  at  the  time  of  completing  the  projected  removal  on  commutation. 
See  article  12th  of  section  IV.  of  the  regulations. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  €.  G.  S. 

To  Benjamin  F.  Currey,  Esq., 

Superintendent  removal  Cherokees,  Calhoun,  Tenjiessee. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  28,  1S32\ 
Sir:  H.  Montgomery,  esquire,  Cherokee  agent  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
addressed  the  War  Department,  on  the  14th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  a claim 
of  a man  named  Cordery  for  wagon  hire  during  the  emigration  of  1830. 

He  was  informed  by  this  department,  to  which  his  letter  was  referred, 
that  it  would  hereafter  be  acted  on.  As  soon  as  convenient  after  your  ar- 
rival at  the  Chrokee  agency,  advise  with  Mr.  Montgomery  as  to  this  claim; 
and,  if  a proper  voucher  can  be  obtained,  you  will  pay  it,  taking  care  to 
procure  that  gentleman’s  certificate  of  the  service,  &c.,  on  the  face  of  the 
voucher.  « 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  F.  L.  Dancey, 

Disbursing  Agent,  Washington  City. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  28,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  find  a copy  of  the  instructions  given  hy  the  War 
Department  on  the  25th  instant  to  Mr.  Gardiner.^  You  will  readily  per- 
ceive in  w^hat  the  powers  of  the  special  agent  are  augmented  by  those  in- 
structions, when  they  are  compared  wdth  those  given  by  the  printed  regu- 
lations, The  difference  principally  consists,  first,  in  his  forwarding  the 
estimates  direct  to  the  Commissary  General,  instead  of  furnishing  the  dis- 
bursing agent  with  the  data  on  which  to  make  them:  secondly,  in  his  dis- 
tributing the  provisions  by  the  conductors  and  tlieir  assistants,  upon  his 
responsibility,  instead  of  the  disbursing  agent’s  superintending  said  distribu- 
tion by  the  contractors,  and  through  his  assistants. 

Under  the  foregoing  arrangement,  your  commissaries  and  assistants  will 
be  useless,  and  you  will  discharge  them  immediately  on  the  reception  of 
this.  After  closing  the  issues  under  the  present  plan,  you  will,  so  far,  make 
up  your  provision  accounts;  and,  for  all  your  subsequent  transactions,  render 
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money  accounts  alone,  with  the  exception  of  a quarterly  return  of  provisions 
received,  the  issues  oh  which  will  be  supported  by  Mr.  Gardiner’s  receipt 
for  the  rations,  or  provisions,  as  you  pay  for  them;  so  that  you  will  at  no 
time  keep  on  hand,  or  be  responsible  for  any.  Mr.  Gardiner  will  render 
regular  returns,  as  to  which  he  has  been  instructed,  and  you  will  hand  over 
to  him  the  necessary  forms.  In  order  that  your  money  accounts  may  pre- 
sent a fair  view  of  the  whole  business,  Mr.  Gardiner  will  be,  as  heretofore, 
directed  to  be  definite  in  his  requisitions;  you  cannot,  otherwise,  know  to 
what  branch  of  expenditure  to  place  that  for  which  he  calls. 

This  department  has  the  utmost  reliance  on  the  exercise  of  your  ability 
and  zeal  in  the  duty  in  which  you  are  engaged.  No  distrust  of  either  has 
caused  the  change  which  you  are  just  apprized  will  take  place  in  the  man- 
ner of  its  performance.  The  War  Department  has  proceeded  in  this  matter 
with  a design  ©f  promoting  harmony;  and  it  is  hoped  that  no  effort  will,  in 
consequence,  cease  to  be  made  to  forward  the  great  end  in  view. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  €,  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Bisb^g  Agent  remU  Ohio  Indians,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Siibsisteiice,  August  2S,  1832. 

Sir;  The  Acting  Secretary  of  War  has  furnished  this  department  with  a 
copy  of  the  instructions  given  you  by  him  under  date  of  the  25th  instant. 
These  instructions  rescind,  with  respect  to  the  Ohio  removal,  some  parts 
of  the  “ regulations,”  and  make  it  necessary  that  corresponding  orders 
should  emanate  from  this  department.  Lieutenant  Lane  has  been  directed 
to  proceed  accordingly.  The  difference  between  the  instructions  under 
which  you  are  henceforth  to  act,  and  those  by  which  you  have  been  hereto- 
fore guided,  consists,  first,  in  your  making  out  the  estimates,  and  forward- 
ing them  direct  to  this  department,  instead  of  furnishing  the  disbursing 
agent  with  the  data  on  which  to  make  them;  secondly,  in  your  distributing 
the  provisions  by  the  conductors  and  their  assistants,  upon  your  responsi- 
bility, instead  of  the  disbursing  agent’s  superintending  said  distribution  by 
the  contractors,  and  through  his  assistants. 

You  will  therefore  forward  to  this  department  estimates  embracing  subsis- 
tence, transportation,  and  contingencies;  and,  when  the  route  is  finally  deter- 
mined on,  the  estimates  will  embrace  every  object  within  the  scope  of  your 
duties,  from  the  outset  till  the  arrival  west  of  each  tribe. 

The  mode  of  supplying  subsistence  will  be  by  contract  for  complete  ra- 
tions, where  it  is  practicable,  unless  there  is  an  insuperable  objection  to  it, 
which  fact  will  be  reported;  or  by  contract  for  provisions  in  bulk,  which 
will  be  issued  and  accounted  for  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  and 
mrms  heretofore  supplied  Lieutenant  Lane,  which  he  will  turn  over  to  you. 
^hen  the  provisions  are  purchased  upon  your  requisition,  and  paid  for  by 
^ Lieutenant  Lane,  you  become  chargeable  with  them.  Much  exactness  in 
j issue,  and  as  much  attention  to  the  prescribed  forms  as  possible,  will 
I be  necessary. 

j The  provision  accounts  will  be  kept  thus: 
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When  the  complete  ration  is  contracted  for,  the  mode  of  abslraeling  them? 
will  be  pointed  out  in  the  5th  article  of  section  VI.  When  provisions  are 
purchased  in  bulk,  the  mode  of  abstracting  them  will  be  that  contained  in 
article  6th  same  section.  The  quantity  of  provisions,  &c.,  received  and  is- 
sued, in  whatever  manner^  will  be  entered  on  the  return  of  provisions  and 
forage. 

The  Contract  system  is  preferred  as  regards  every  thing  to  be  procured; 
and  therefore,  in  hiring  wagons,  if  from  the  determination  of  the  Presi- 
dent as  to  the  route  they  should  become  necessary,  you  will  have  an  express 
understanding  with  the  owners^ — a written  one  if  practicable;  and  it  will 
be  preferable  in  ail  cases  to  stipulate  with  the  owners  that  they  furnish  fo- 
rage for  their  own  teams.  If,  however,  it  is  necessary  for  the  Government 
to  furnish  that  article,  the  grptest  care  will  be  taken  that  the  issues  are  in 
accordance  with  the  regulations.  See  article  lOth,  section  IV,  The  quan- 
tity of  forage  prescribed  for  a horse  is  “ the  same  as  is  directed  by  the  army 
regulations/’  viz.  12  quarts  of  oats,  or  8 quarts  of  corn,  with  14  lbs.  of  hay. 
(See  same  article.) 

You  will  render  your  accounts  regularly  at  the  termination  of  the  quar- 
ter, the  first  period  ending  on  the  30th  of  September.  Should  you  feel  at  a 
loss,  explanations  will  be  given  you. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  *.dcting  C,  G,  Y. 

To  J.  B.  Gardiner,  Esq., 

Superintendent  removal  Ohio  Indians^  Lehano%  Ohio. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  31,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  a copy  of  a letter  from  Lieutenant  Lane,  disbursing  of- 
ficer in  the  removal  of  the  Ohio  Indians,  to  this  department,  under  date 
of  the  25th  instant,  which  I respectfully  request  may  be  sent  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

I also  enclose  an  extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Gardiner  on  the  subject 
of  an  assistant  agent,  and  ask  your  instructions  thereon,  but  with  this  re- 
mark, that,  to  a previous  letter  nominating  a person  for  that  office,  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Subsistence,  with,  it  is  believed,  the  sanction  of  the  !?e- 
cretary  of  War,  replied  that  the  conductor  of  each  tribe  could  act  as  assist 
tant  agent  with  respect  to  his  tribe,  &c.,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
restrict  the  expenditures  to  the  mere  wants  of  the  service. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Jlcting  C.  G. 

To  John  Robb,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  JVar. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  1, 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  the  Acting  Seci'etary  of  War,  by  which  you  will  see  that  the  su- 
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perintendent  of  the  removal  of  the  Ohio  Indians,  is  permitted  to  remove 
them  by  land,  if  the  cost  shall  not  exceed  twenty  dollars  a head.  Mr. 
Gardiner  has  been  instructed  accordingly.  Under  the  new  arrangement,  of 
which  you  were  apprized  by  mine  of  the  28th  ultimo,  Mr.  Gardiner  will 
forward  the  estimates  direct  to  this  office.  He  has  just  been  directed  to 
report  his  plan  of  operations,  and  forward  his  estimate  under  the^decision  of 
the  President  just  communicated,  and  also  tO:  state  his  arrangements  for  a 
separation  of  the  tribes,,  when  they  diverge  froni  a common  route  to  go  to 
their  respective  destinations. 

Be  pleased  to  report  what  you  may  deem,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  an  advisable  course  with  regard  to  your  own  duties. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G.  S. 

To  lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  Agent  removal  Ohio  Indians,  Urbana,,  Ohio, 


Emioration  op  Inbian?, 

Office  Commissary  Generah  Subsistence,  September  1,  1832; 

Sir:  You  were  informed,  on  the  3lst  of  July,  in  reference  to  a change  in 
the  mode  of  travel,,  that  the  subject  would  be  submitted  to  the  President, 
who  was  then  on  his  way  to  Tennessee. 

The  reply  of  the  President  to  the  communication  addressed  to  him  by 
the  War  Department  is  enclosed. 

He  consents  that  the  Indians  ‘^may  be  removed  by  land,  provided  the 
expenses  incident  to  such  removal  shall  not  exceed  twenty  dollars  a head.^^ 

You  can,  therefore,  proceed  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  deemed  ad- 
visable for  an  immediate  departure,  whether  on  horseback  or  otherwise; 
but  it  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the^^  above  restriction,  as  to  expense,  is  a 
responsibility  resting  on  you. 

The  President’s  letter  contemplates  the  alternative  of  going  by  the  route 
he  had  previously  determined  on,  ar  renioving  them  by  knd  at  an  expense 
not  to  exceed  twenty  dollars  a head. 

You  will  submit  your  plan  of  operations  to  this:  department  as  soon  as 
practicable,  with  an  estimate  specifying  the  items  of  expenditure  and  the 
points  where  the  disbursements  will  be  made,  in  order  that  the  disbursing 
officer  may  have  funds  at  his  command.  You  will  state  particularly  your 
arrangement  for  the  separation  of  the  tribes  on  diverging  from  the  common 
route,  in  the  direction  of  their  several  destinations;  and  every  other  infor- 
mation which  you  may  believe  important  to  be  known  to  the  Government. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G,  S, 

To  J.  B.  Gardiner,  Esq., 

Superintendent  removal  Ohio  Indians,  Lebanon,  Ohio, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Septeniber  1,  1832. 

Sir:  Major  G.  Bender,  quartermaster,  was,^  on  the  21st  ultimo,  requested 
by  the  department  to  inspect  twenty-five  rifles,  with  the  apparatus,  which 
20 
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Mr.  Deringer  had  been  directed  to  furnish,  in  addition  to  those  procured 
from  him  through  Major  iVrmstrong.  Major  Bender  cannot,  it  appears,  on 
account  of  the  state  of  his  health,  attend  to  this  matter,  and  the  department 
must  again  venture  to  trouble  you.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  have  these 
rifles  inspected,  and  any  attendant  expense  will  be  paid  by  Mr.  Deringer, 
who  will  then  turn  them  over  to  the  quartermaster  for  transportation? 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  I find  myself  compelled  to  ask  your  attention 
to  this  business,  but  the  necessity  of  the  case  will  be  my  apology. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  PI.  HOOK,  Actmg  C.  G,  S, 

To  General  C.  Irvine, 

Commissary  General  of  Purchases^  Philadelphia, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  1,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  27th  of  August,  and  have  written  to 
General  Irvine,  requesting  him  to  have  the  rifles  and  apparatus  inspected, 
any  expense  attending  w^hich  you  will  please  to  pay,  and  enter  it  upon  your 
accounts. 

After  inspection,  you  will  turn  them  over  to  the  quartermaster. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G,  S. 

To  Mr.  H.  Deringer, 

Philadelphia, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  1,  1832. 

Sir;  I have  received  yours  of  the  24th  ultimo,  and  regret  that  the  de- 
mands of  the  public  service  should  cause  me  to  trouble  you  so  much,  parti- 
cularly as  you  are  unwell;  but  the  nature  of  the  case  will  be  an  apology. 

I have  requested  General  Irvine  to  have  the  rifles,  &c.,  inspected,  and,  after 
that  is  done,  Mr.  Deringer  will  turn  them  over  to  you. 

Be  pleased  to  comply  with  the  further  request  made  in  mine  of  the 
21st  of  August. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C,  G,  S. 

To  Major  George  Bender, 

Quartermaster,  Philadelphia, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  3,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  are  the  accounts  of  William  L.  McClintock,  late  disburs- 
ing agent  in  the  removal  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  from  Georgia. 

The  money  accounts  are  for  the  4th  quarter  of  1831,  1st  quarter  of  1832, 
2d  quarter  of  1832. 
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The  provision  accounts  are  for  the  1st  quarter  of  1832,  2d  quarter  of  1832, 
together  with  the  receipt  of  the  cashier  of  the  United  States’  Branch  Bank 
at  Nashville  for  $2, 142,  placed  by  Capt.  McClintock  to  the  credit  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  appropriation  provided  for  the 
extinguishment  of  the  claims  of  the  Cherokees  to  their  lands  in  Georgia, 
per  act  of  the  9th  of  May,  1828,  and  re-appropriated  2d  March,  1831. 

I request  that  these  accounts  may  be  closed,  and  the  balance  found  due  to 
Capt.  McClintock  remitted  to  him  at  Portland,  Maine. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G,  S, 

To  Wm.  B.  Lewis,  Esq., 

Second  Jluditor  Treasury, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Sept  4, 1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  is  received.  The  department  has 
seen,  with  no  little  regret,  your  complaints  against  the  disbursing  officer. 
But,  in  all  that  you  have  written  on  the  subject  of  the  confliction  of  duties, 
no  specification  has  been  made.  Lieutenant  Lane  makes  no  complaint. 

He  says,  as  respects  the  arrangement,  that  all  goes  on  well.  That  gen- 
tleman, in  all  that  he  has  done,  so  far  as  his  proceedings  are  known  here, 
has  acted  in  conformity  with  his  instructions.  The  appointment  of  com- 
missaries was  a part  of  your  own  plan  as  submitted  to  the  War  Department, 
and  rejected  then  by  the  Secretary,  because  their  duties  were  more  properly 
to  come  under  the  cognizance  of  the  disbursing  agent;  and  you  state,  in 
you^  letter  of  the  23d  of  June  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that,  “in  issuing 
rations,  much  care  must  be  taken  to  prevent  confusion,  mistakes,  and  wastage. 
The  taking  proper  charge  and  care  of  provisions  after  purchase,  and  before 
issued,  is  also  very  necessary.  Keeping  cattle  safe,  having  them  driven  to 
convenient  points,  and  slaughtered  and  weighed  when  necessary,  will  re- 
quire good  attention.  . The  conductor  and  his  assistant,  while  keeping  their 
detachments  in  order,  and  superintending  the  encampments,  cannot  posvsibly 
attend  to  the  foregoing  duties,  I therefore  respectfully  .suggest  that  a 
commissary  be  furnished  for  each  detachment  at  $2  50  per  day,  and  that 
he  have  an  assistant,  (which  it  seems  to  me  he  cannot  well  do  without,)  at 
50  per  day.  This  will  insure  regularity  and  economy,  &c.” 

In  the  letter,  the  reception  of  which  is  just  acknowledged,  you  say  that, 
whenever  you  have  attempted  to  put  the  powers  conferred  upon  you  by  the 
regulations  in  force,  you  have  been  checked  by  official  counteraction,  or  by 
conflicting  and  plenary  powers,  with  which  Lieutenant  Lane  says  he  has 
been  invested. 

Your  meaning,  as  to  official  counteraction,- is  not  understood;  and,  as  to 
the  conflicting  and  plenary  jiowers  of  Lieutenant  Lane,  no  specification  is 
made.  Lieutenant  Lane’s  duty,  by  the  regulations  and  his  instructions,  is 
to  meet  your  requisitions  for  transportation  and  subsistence.  Iff  preferring  a 
charge  against  that  officer  it  would  have  been  better  to  specify  in  what  par- 
ticular he  had  acted  in  contravention  of  your  powers — to  have  forwarded  to 
this  department  a copy  of  some  requisition  made  by  you,  and  refused  by 
him. 
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It  is  hoped  that  the  work  of  removal  may  go  on  without  any  interruption, 
and  that  all  those  engaged  in  it  will  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  harmo- 
nize j for,  having  but  one  end  in  view,  the  good  of  the  public  service,  the 
means  by  which  it  is  accomplished  should  be  no  obstacle  to  success. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  J.  B.  Gardiner,  Esq., 

Superintendent  removal  Ohio  Indiam, 


Emigration  ©f  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept,  5,  1832. 

Sir:  William  Armstrong,  esq.,  superintendent,  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
of  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws,  nominates,  in  accordance  with  the  4th  arti- 
cle of  section  two  of  the  regulations,  the  following  gentlemen  to  be  assistant 
agents  in  said  removal,  viz.  Thomas  Irwin,  Philip  Campbell,  and  Robert 
B.  Turner. 

Should  the  acting  Secretary  of  War  approve  of  these  nominations,  the 
superintendent  will  be  immediately  notified  of  the  fact. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C,  G,  S. 

To  John  Rorb,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  TVar, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Cominissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept,  5,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo  is  received.  The  nominations  of  the 
following  gentlemen  to  be  assistant  agents,  are,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
War  Department,  hereby  confirmed:  Thomas  Irwin,  Philip  Campbell,  and 
Robert  B.  Turner. 

No  instructions  have  yet  been  given  Colonel  Byrne  under  the  new  re- 
gulations. He  will  be  furnished  with  them  in  a few  days,  and  a copy  shall 
at  the  same  time  be  forwarded  to  you. 

No  allowance  can  be  made,  under  the  new  regulations,  to  Indians  for  their 
horses,  no  matter  under  what  circumstances  they  may  go  west.  Those  per- 
sons who  emigrate  the  present  season  will  receive  an  ample  supply  of  pro- 
visions, and  the  regular  transportation,  or  a sum  of  money  in  lieu  thereof. 
(See  section  4.) 

All  the  Indians  will  go  over  on  one  of  these  two  conditions;  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  regulations,  will  receive,  in  either  event,  all  that  they  are  entitled 
to  There  can  be,  therefore,  no  allowance  in  addition  for  any  purpose 
whatever. 

The  department,  in  compliance  with  the  2d  article  of  section  4,  fixes 
the  amount  to  be  paid  such  emigrants  as  shall  transport  and  subsist  them- 
selves, at  thirteen  dollars.  No  part  of  this  sum  will  be  advanced,  but 
promptly  paid,  as  was  the  case  after  the  last  removal,  when  the  Indians 
reach  the  new  country. 

The  following  rules  will  govern  the  commutation  system:  1st.  Each  as- 
mstant  agent  will  be  supplied  with  a book  of  commutation  checks,  and  will 
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give  checks  to  all  such  as  may  belong  to  the  district  in  which  he  may  be 
located;  but  it  is  desirable  that  the  emigrants  from  each  district  be  entered 
in  separate  books. 

2d.  After  it  is  supposed  that  all  who  intend  to  remove  on  commutation 
are  supplied  with  checks,  the  books  will  be  handed  in  to  the  superintendent, 
who  will  have  three  rolls,  one  for  each  district,  made  out;  one  set  of  these 
rolls  to  be  forwarded  to  this  department,  the  other  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  superintendent  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  who  will  turn  it 
over  to  the  officer  appointed  by  this  department  to  pay  the  commutation. 

3d.  But  should  any  Indians  desire  to  emigrate  on  commutation,  after  the 
rolls  are  closed,  they  may  be  entered  on  a supplemental  roll,  as  to  which 
the  same  course  will  be  observed  as  above  devised. 

Forms  of  commutation  tickets  will  be  sent  you.  The  muster  roll-here- 
tofore  forwarded,  will  answer  as  well  for  the  emigrants  for  commutation,  as 
for  those  who  emigrate  under  the  direction  of  the  Government  officers. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S, 

To  William  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Sup’t,  east  of  the  Miss.y  rem^l  Choctaws,  Choctaw  Agency,  Miss, 

Note, — The  commutation  was  previously  ten  dollars.  See  letter  to  R. 
B.  Taney,  dated  25th  July,  1831.  This  was  done  to  encourage  indepen- 
dent emigration. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept.  7,  1832. 

Sir:  You  were  informed  by  the  War  Department,  on  the  3d  of  May  last, 
that  when  the  period  arrives  for  removing  the  Indians,  yoii  will  receive 
specific- instructidns  as  to  the  valuation  and  sale  of  the  cattle,  and  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  funds. 

The  regulations  concerning  the  removal  of  the  Indians,’’  section  VII., 
articles  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  and  6th,  point  out  the  manner  in  which  the  busi- 
ness confided  to  you  will  be  conducted;  you  will  be  governed  by  them,  and 
the  following  instructions  intended  to  elucidate  them:  1st.  No  cattle  will 
be  appraised  Until  it  is  ascertained  by  the  superintendent'  that  the  Indians 
are  willing,  and  ready  to  remove,  of  which  fact  he  will  apprize  you,  and 
give  the  necessary  directions. 

2d.  When  you  are  ready  to  appraise,  proceed  as  directed  in  article  2d, 
viz.  estimate  under  difierent  descriptive  heads.”  Where  the  Indians  wish 
to  be  paid  in  money,  state  the  fact;  where  they  desire  to  be  paid  in  kind, 
describe  the  cattle  according  to  article  6th. 

3d.  When  the  cattle  at  any  place  are  appraised,  the  Indians  will,  accord- 
ing to  previous  arrangement  between  the  superintendent  and  the  appraiser, 
drive  them  to  such  place  as  the  former  may  fix  on  for  the  sales,  &c.,  (see 
last  clause  of  section  3.) 

4th.  You  will  keep  an  appraisement  roll  on  which  will  be  entered  first, 
the  name  of  the  owner;  second,  his  district  or  place  of  residence;  third,  the 
description  of  the  cattle,  (if  necessary,  under  article  6th;)  fourth,  the  amount. 
This  return  will  be  in  duplicate,  signed  by  you,  and,  upon  its  completion. 
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transferred  to  the  superintendent,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  countersign  and 
transmit  one  to  Washington,  the  other  to  the  agent  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
The  rest  of  the  duty  in  relation  to  the  cattie  will  be  performed  by  the 
superintendent,  or  one  of  his  assistants,  specially  dejegated  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Your  compensation  will  be  three  dollars  a day.  See  section  IX.  of  the 
regulations,  a copy  of  which  accompanies  this. 

A form  of  appraisement  return  is  herewith  enclosed,  together  with  a 
certified  abstract,  to  be  given  by  you  to  each  person  whose  cattle  is  appraised, 
which  will  be  handed  by  such  person  to  the  superintendent  or  his  assistant  as 
soon  as  the  cattle  are  driven  to  the  appointed  place  for  sale,  &c. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Mmg  C.  G.  S,  * 

To  Colonel  John  W.  Byrne, 

M^ppraiser  in  Choctaw  removal^  Choctaw  Agency. 

P.  S.  That  you  may  s^e  the  relation  between  your  duties  and  those  of 
the  superintendent,  I send  you  a copy  of  a letter  to  him  on  that  subject. 


Emigration  oe  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept.  7,  1832, 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  instructions  of  Colonel  Byrne,  appraiser 
of  cattle.  You  will  perceive  that  they  are  based  upon  the  VII.  section  of 
the  regulations. 

As  it  is  made  your  duty  to  act  in  this  business,  you  will  be  guided  by  so 
much  of  the  articles  of  this  section  as  is  applicable  to  you,  and  by  the  fol- 
lowing; before  the  stock  is  appraised,  you  will  have  an  understanding  with 
the  appraiser  as  to  the  places  to  which  it  shall  be  driven  after  appraisement, 
and  the  thing  should  be  so  arranged  that  there  may  be  one,  two,  or  three 
points  to  which  the  stock  from  the  surrounding  country  may  be  driven, 
(see  last  clause,  article  3,)  and  where  you  will  sell  them,  or  appoint  an  assis- 
tant to  do  so.  Those  who  drive  the  cattle  will  hand  to  you,  or  your  assis- 
tant, a certified  estimate  of  the  appraisement,  with  which,  on  the  day  of 
sale,  the  cattle  must  be  compared,  and  upon  which  any  differences  occuring 
by  loss^  or  otherwise,  will  be  noted,  and  afterwards  entered  upon  the  ap- 
praisement return;  for  which  purpose  said  certified  abstracts  will  be  retained 
by  you. 

When  the  stock  is  fit  for  beef,  proceed  according  to  article  2;  where  it  is 
most  advisable  to  sell,  proceed  according  to  the  first  clause  of  article  3. 
When  the  work  is  completed,  the  appraisement  return  will  be  signed  by  the 
appraiser,  countersigned  by  you,  forwarded  to  this  department,  and  a dupli- 
cate sent  west. 

If  the  returns  are  approved,  you  will  be  directed  to  give  a certificate  in 
each  case,  corresponding  with  the  approved  returns,  &c.,  &c.  But  before 
this  approval  of  the  return  can  be  received  by^you,  the  Indians  may  have 
gone  west;  if  so,  it  will  be  of  no  consequence,  as  they  will  not  fail  to  make 
their  claim;  but  the  regulations  will  not  permit  certificates  to  be  issued  by 
you  prior  to  the  approval,  by  the  War  Department,  of  the  appraisement  re- 
turn. 
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Enclosed  is  a form  of  the  certified  abstract  above  alluded  to,  which  Colo- 
nel Byrne  will  give  in  each  case  of  the  appraisement,  and  which  will  be  re- 
tained by  you. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G.  S. 

To  William  Armstrong,  Esquire, 

Superintendent  removal  Choctaws,  Choctaw  Jlgeiicy* 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  8,  1S32. 

General:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  submit  extracts  of  letters  from 
Major  Francis  W.  Armstrong,  Choctaw  agent  west,  and  William  Arm- 
strong, esquire,'**special  agent  for  removal  of  Choctaw  Indians,  east  of  the 
Mississippi.  I respectfully  request  to  be  favored,  as  early  as  practicable, 
with  a copy  of  the  instructions  you  may  give  to  Captain  Shreeve,  in  the  case. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G,  S. 

To  General  C.  Gratiot, 

Washington  City, 


Emigoration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  10,  1832. 

Sir:  1 have  received  your  letters  of  20th  and  25th  August,  the  latter  en- 
closing your  account  up  to  the  31st  of  that  month. 

All  your  money  and  provision  accounts  shall  be  settled  as  speedily  as 
practicable,  and  the  result  made  known  to  you. 

The  claim  of  the  Indian  for  a horse,  as  reported  by  you,  cannot  be  allowed; 
for,  according  to  your  statement,  it  rests  only  upon  the  fact  of  the  horse  being 
hired  by  a man  who  was  hired  by  you. 

You  would  not  be  personally  responsible,  and  of  course  the  United  States 
is  not. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G,  S, 

To  Captain  Wm.  S.  Colquhoun, 

Assistant  Agent  Choctaw  removal,  Choctaw  Agency, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  10,  1832. 

Sir:  On  the  10th  of  July,  the  Commissary  General,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War,  offered  to  Lieutenant  H.  Bainbridge,  3d  in- 
fantry, the  appointment  of  disbursing  officer  in  the  removal  and  subsistence 
of  the  Choctaws. 

That  gentleman  has  declined,  as  will  be  seen  by  his  letter,  now  submitted 
to  you;  but  an  application  has  at  the  same  time  been  received  for  the  ap- 
pointment from  Lieutenant  Van  Horne  of  the  same  regiment,  whose  letter 
is  also  herewith. 
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The  urgency  of  the  case  induces  me  respectfully  to  ask  you  for  an  order 
placing  Lieutenant  Van  Horne  under  the  direction  of  this  department  in 
the  above  service. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Mmg  C,  G.  S.  ! 

To  Major  General  A.  Macomb, 

Commander-iiuChief  U,  S.  Jirmy^  Washington  City,  > 

Emigration  of  Indians,  I 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  10,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your’s  of  the  14th  ultimo,  soliciting  the  appoint-  j 
ment  of  disbursing  officer  in  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  which  is 
hereby  conferred  on  you. 

Your  pay  and  emoluments  will  be  those  of  an  assistant  quartermaster; 
and  an  order  placing  you  under  the  direction  of  this  department  is  enclosed.  | 
Herewith  is  a copy  of  the  regulations.  Instructions  will  be  forwarded  to 
your  address,  care  of  William  Armstrong,  esquire,  superintendent  of  the  j 
removal  of  the  Choctaws,  Choctaw  Agency,  Mississippi,  to  which  place  you 
will  please  to  proceed  by  way  of  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  (where  orders  may  i 
meet  you,)  immediately  on  the  reception  of  this  letter.  ; 

On  your  arrival  at  Vicksburg,  if  you  should  not  find  Mr.  Armstrong,  you 
will  please  to  ascertain  in  what  part  of  the  nation  he  may  be,  and  proceed  I 
thereto  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  dieting  C.G,S.  i 

To  Lieutenant  J.  Van  Horne, 

3d  Infantry,  Fort  Towson, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  10,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  24th  of  August.  The  chief  of  the  En- 
gineer Department  has,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  copies  of  letters  enclosed,  one 
to  this  department,  and  the  other  to  Mr.  Shreeve,  directed  him  to  have  the 
steamboats  Archimedes  and  Heliopolis  at  Memphis  by  the  25lh  of  October, 
provided  they  can  be  so  employed  without  manifest  injury  to  the  im- 
provements of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  &c.^’  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  these  boats  will  be  in  readiness  by  the  time  appointed. 

Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  in  a letter  received  from  him,  says:  it  is  im- 
portant that  we  get  the  Virginia,  she  will  take  the  baggage,  &c.,  high  up  the 
Arkansas.’^  This  boat  cannot,  it  appears,  be  spared;  and  if  one  should  be 
wanted  for  any  indispensable  purpose,  for  which  the  snag-boats  cannot  be 
used,  you  will  find  authority  in  the  7th  article  of  section  IV.  for  employing 
one.  This  is  left  to  your  own  discretion,  and  is  within  your  competency. 

The  two  boats,  above  named,  can  alone  be  taken  from  the  employment  in 
which  they  are  all  engaged:  this  you  may  have  perceived  from  the  copy  of 
Mr.  Shreeve’s  letter  forwarded  to  you  on  the  28th  of  July.  You  were^in- 
formed  that  Lieutenant  Bainbridge  had  been  appointed  disbursing  officer. 
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and  was  ordered  to  the  Choctaw  Agency.  He  has  been  compelled  to  de- 
cline, of  which,  he  says,  he  has  apprized”you.  Lieutenant  Van  Horne  has 
been  appointed  in  lieu  of  him. 

Lieutenant  Van  Horne  is  now  at  Fort  Towson,  but  will,  doubtless,  be 
in  the  old  Choctaw  country  in  time  to  render  essential  service.  He  will 
travel  by  way  of  Vicksburg,  at  which  place,  should  you  deem  it  necessary, 
directions  might  be  left  for  him  how  and  where  to  proceed. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  instructions  will  be  forwarded  to  your  care. 

You  will  please  to  hand  them  to  him  when  he  arrives. 

Respectfully  &c. , 

J.  H.  HOOK,  .deling  C.  G,  S. 

To  Wm.  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Superintendent  7'emoml  Choctaws^  Choctaw  Agency j MississippL 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Offif'c  Qoinmissnry  General  Subsistence,  September  10,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  29th  and  30th  of  August  are  received.  Enclosed 
you  will  find  a copy  of  a letter  to  William  Armstrong,  esq.,  in  relation  to 
the  employment  of  the  steam  snag  boats,  and  in  which  your  reference  to  the 
‘‘Virginia’^  is  mentioned.  This  boat  you  will  perceive  cannot  be  procured; 
but  it  is  in  the  power  of  your  brother  to  employ  a steamboat,  should  one  be 
wanted,  suitable  to  any  indispensable  purpose  for  which  the  others  cannot 
be  used . 

The  letters  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  this  department,  and  to  Mr.  Shreeve, 
are  herewith. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  H00K,Acih7g  C.  G,  S. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Choctaw  Agent  West,  Choctaw  Agency,  Mississippi. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  10,  1832, 

Sir;  I send  you  an  account  of  Mr.  Henry  Deringer  for  twenty-five  rifles 
procured  from  him  for  the  Shawnees  of  Wapaghkonetia,  according  to 
treaty  with  them,  together  with  a certificate  of  inspection  and  bill  of  lading, 
and  request  that  the  amount  may,  after  settlement,  be  remitted  to  Mr.  De* 
ringer. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C,  G.  S. 

To  Wm.  B.  Lfwis,  Esq., 

Second  Auditor  Treasury, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  ll,  1832. 

Sir:  You  will  find  herewith  forms  of  commutation  checks  filled  up  in  order 
to  show  the  manner  in  which  this  may  be  done  under  different  circumstances. 

n ■ • ' . ^ ; 
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Should  it  become  necessary  to  have  better  security  with  respect  to  slaves, 
and  stronger  evidence  as  to  their  identity  than  is  contemplated  by  the  checks 
now  sent  you,  you  may  direct  each  assistant  agent  to  enter  their  description 
on  the  back  of  the  proper  margin,  and  attest  it  with  his  signature.  (See  let» 
ter  to  you  of  the  5th  instant,  as  to  the  mode  of  doing  this  business  ) 

A form  of  the  muster  roll,  with  alterations,  required  to  adapt  it  to  the  en- 
rolment  of  emigrants  on  commutation  is  enclosed. 

You  will  receive  by  this  and  the  next  mail  a supply  of  the  printed  com? 
mutation  checks:  should  any  more  be  needed,  you  are  authorized  to  call  on 
disbursing  officer  to  furnish  them. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C,  G,  S. 

To  Wm.  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Svperinteiideni  Ckociaw  removal,  Choctaw  Agency. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  13,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  4lh  of  September,  and  a copy  of  your 
letter  to  Captain  Brown,  and  of  one  informing  Mr.  Speer  that  his  services 
would  be  required  in  the  removal. 

Captain  Brown  has  not  accepted  the  appointment  of  principal  disbursing 
agent  west,  and  has  tendered  his  resignation  to  this  department  of  the  ap- 
pointment he  now  holds;  but  it  is  believed,  with  some  confidence,  that  he 
will  continue  to  make  the  required  expenditures  until  proper  arrangments 
can  be  made  to  relieve  him,  of  which  you  shall  be  duly  informed. 

A duplicate  sent  at  the  same  time  to  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Choctaw  Agent  West,  Choctaw  Agency,  ML 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  14,  1832. 

Sir:  On  the  9th  July,  the  appointment  of  disbursing  officer  in  the  Choc- 
taw removal  under  the  new  regulations  was  forwarded  to  you  at  Little 
Rock;  and,  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month,  you  were  advised  that  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  would  be  placed  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank  at  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee. 

It  is  believed  that  neither  of  these  communications  came  to  hand  prior  to 
your  leaving  Little  Rock,  and  your  determination  no  longer  to  act  in  the 
business  of  removing  the  Indians. 

As  the  funds  above  alluded  to  will  be  wanted  for  the  object  for  which 
they  were  intended  to  be  disbursed  by  you,  you  will  please  to  give  Lieu- 
tenant J.  A.  Phillips,  who  will  piesent|this  letter,  a check  for  the  same,  for 
which  he  will  receipt  to  you. 

Your  lelter  of  the  lllh  instant,  reporting  your  sickness  and  detention  at 
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the  Hot  Springs,  is  receivedc  It  is  hoped  that  you  may  speedily  recover, 
and  be  able  to  pursue  your  journey  to  this  city. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  S.  V.  R.  Ryan, 

17,  SI  Jlrmy^  Hoi  Springs^  Va. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Sabsislence,  September  14,  1832. 

Sir:  You  are  placed  by  special  order,  No.  127,  dated  30th  August,  under 
the  direction  of  this  department  for  duty  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of 
emigrating  Indians,  and  are  hereby  tendered  the  appointment  of  disbursing 
officer  in  the  Choctaw  removal. 

You  will  proceed  to  the  Choctaw  Agency,  Mississippi. 

[The  instructions  of  Lieutenant  Phillips  as  to  the  mode  of  performing  his 
duties,  are  the  same  as  those  of  Lieutenant  Simonton,  except  the  last  para- 
graph. See  letter  to  Lieutenant  S.  of  July  il,  1832.] 

The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  will  deposite  to  your  credit  in  the 
Branch  Bank  at  Nashville  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  same  amount  has  been 
deposited  in  that  institution  to  the  credit  of  Lieutenant  S.  V.  R.  Ryan,  re- 
cently engaged  in  the  service  which  j-ou  are  about  to  enter. 

Lieutenant  Ryan  is  ignorant  of  this  deposite,  having  left  his  station  prior 
to  the  arrival  of  the  letter  notifying  him  of  it,  and  is  now  at  the  Hot  Springs, 
Virginia,  with  a view  to  the  restoration  of  his  health.  Should  you  meet 
him,  you  will  present  to  him  the  enclosed  order  to  turn  over  to  you  said 
money  by  giving  you  his  check  on  the  bank  for  the  same,  for  which  you 
will  receipt  to  him;  and,  on  your  arrival  in  the  new  Choctaw  country,  you 
will  transfer  live  thousand  dollars  of  it  to  Captain  John  Page,  and  five  thou- 
sand to  Lieutenant  J.  Van  Horne,  after  he  shall  have  arrived,  taking  their 
receipts  respectively  ^ 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Phililps, 

Ifh  Infantry^  Washington  City^ 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  14,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  accounts  for  disbursements  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of 
the  Cherokees  were  some  time  since  examined  in  this  office,  and  transferred, 
together  with  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Summerville,  cashier  of  the  Branch  of  the 
United  St-^tes’  Bank  at  Nashville,  for  S2, 14^,  placed  by  you  to  the  credit 
of  the  Treasury,  to  the  Second  Auditor  for  settlement;  from  whom  you 
would  no  doubt  ere  this  have  received  notice  that  they  were  closed,  and  of 
the  balance  due  to  you  being  remitted,  but  for  the  reference  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  that  officer  of  the  two  letters,  of  which  the  enclosed 
are  copies.  These  letters  are  from  Mr.  Summerville,  and  state  that  you 
are  an  over-drawer  of  iB453  91,  in  consequence  of  his  having  paid,  without 
turning  to  your  accounts,  a draft  foi^  five  hundred  dollars  drawn  by  you  in 
March  last. 
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It  is  recollected,  when  last  in  this  city,  you  had  in  yeur  possession  a paper 
showing  the  anriount  of  money  remaining  to  your  credit  in  the  bank,  and 
that,  on  the  faith  of  that  paper,  you  wrote  to  Mr.  Summerville,  directing  the 
deposite  of  the  ^2,142.  But  you  did  not,  it  is  presumed,  advert  to  the  fact, 
which  now  appears,  of  your  having  drawn  the  $500  draft,  or,  at  least,  you 
must  have  supposed  that  ample  time  had  elapsed  for  its  presentation  and 
payment. 

The  gentleman  in  the  Auditor’s  Office,  whose  duty  it  is  to  settle  your 
accounts,  is  now  absent;  but  it  is  believed  that  no  kind  of  difficulty  will 
occur  in  consequence  of  the  oversight  which  has  taken  place. 

Your  accounts  will  be  audited,  and  whatever  balance  may  appear  in  your 
favor,  will  be  paid  to  you,  after  deducting  the  $453  91  before  alluded  to. 

You  will  please,  in  the  mean  time,  to  authorize  the  accounting  officers  to 
refund  to  the  Branch  Bank  at  Nashville  the  amount  which  you  have  appa- 
rently withdrawn. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  ^ciing  C.  G.  S, 

To  Captain  W.  L.  McClintock, 

U.  S.  y Commanding  at  Fort  Preble,  Portland,  Maine. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissanj  General  Subsistence,  September  17,  1832, 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  21st  ultimo.  You  would  have  been 
advised  long  since  as  to  the  settlement  of  your  accounts  for  the  2d,  3d,  and 
4th  quarters  of  1831,  but  for  the  pressure  of  business  in  the  office  of  the 
Second  Auditoi. 

They  have  been  examined  in  this  office,  and  will  be  speedily  audited, 
when  you  will  be  notified  of  the  result. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  dieting  C,  G.  S. 

To  Captain  J.  B.  Clare, 

Third  Infantry,  Fort  Towson* 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  17,  1832. 

Sik:  Enclosed  you  will  find  a copy  of  a letter  from  Capt.  Delafield  to 
the  chief  engineer,  in  relation  to  the  Government’s  steamboats,  by  which 
you  will  perceive  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  obtain  them  for  ser- 
vice in  transportation  of  the  Indians. 

This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  but  may  not  occasion  any  loss  of  time,  as 
the  captain  says  that  boats  are  at  the  mouth  of  Cumberland,  Trinity, 
Memphis,  and  St.  Louis,  at  either  of  which  places  they  could  be  chartered 
for  this  service,”  on  equitable  terms.  No  time  will  be  lost  in  making  such 
arrangements  us  the  necessity  of  the  case  calls  for. 

In  whatever  may  be  done  in  regard  to  steamboat  transportation,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  take  into  view  the  strictest  economy.  The  expense  of  steam- 
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boats  is  very  great,  and  it  would  be  well  so  to  manage  as  to  have  the  least 
possible  delay,  for  which  a large  demurrage  is  generally  charged. 

Let  the  agreements  be  upon  contracts  with  bonds,  for  faithful  performance. 
Arsicle  7 of  section  IV.  of  the  regulations,  points  out  the  mode  of  procedure. 
This  duty  of  making  contracts  for  steamboats  will  be  performed,  under  your 
direction,  by  one  of  the  disbursing  agents,  who  will  invite  proposals  pub- 
licly or  privately,  as  may  be  deemed  best. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Wm.  Armstrong,  Esq  , 

Supei'inU  Choctatv  rein* I,  Choctaw  Agency ^ ML 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  17,  1832. 

Sir:  The  Engineer  Department  has  just  communicated  the  fact,  in  a let- 
ter from  Capt.  Delafield,  that  the  Government  steamboats  cannot  be  used 
for  transporting  the  Indians.  The  reason  he  assigns  is,  that  the  work  would 
in  consequence  of  the  withdrawal  of  these  steamboats  be  suspended  at  the 
very  season  of  the  year  when  it  can  be  performed  advantageously.  But  he 
says  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  good  boats  at  the  mouth  of  Cum- 
berland, Trinity,  Memphis,  &c. 

Your  brother  has  been  instructed  accordingly,  and  will  be  able,  it  is  hoped, 
notwithstanding,  to  make  timely  arrrangements  for  transportation  by  steam- 
boats upon  the  Mississippi. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Choctaw  Agent  f¥est,  Choctaw  Agency,  ML 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September,  17,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  3d  of  September.  ' Your  instructions 
and  blanks  were  forwarded  on  10th  ultimo:  it  is  hoped  they  have  arrived 
ere  this.  A copy  of  instructions  is  enclosed,  and  another  set  of  blanks  will 
go  by  this  mail.  The  horses  about  to  be  turned  over  to  you  by  Capt.  CoL 
quhoun,  will  be  sold  by  you  in  such  manner  as  may  produce  the  most  mo- 
ney; ana  the  proceeds  credited  on  your  1st  account. 

You  will  charge  the  horses  on  your  property  return,  and  credit  them 
when  sold. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H,  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S, 

To  Captain  John  Page, 

Disbursing  Agent,  Choctaw  removaL 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept,  17,  1832. 
Sir:  On  the  10th  instant  an  order,  placing  you  under  this  department  for 
duty  in  tlie  Choctaw  removal,  and  dii’eftions  to  probeed  to  the.  Choctaw 
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Agency  East,  were  forwarded  to  you  at  Fort  Towson.  You  will  pay  your® 
sell'  ten  cents  a mile  for  transportation  to  the  former  place. 

Your  duty  will  be  to  make  disbursements  upon  the  requisitions  of  Wil» 
liam  Armstrong,  esq.,  superintendent  of  the  removal  on  the  .east  side  of  the 
Mississippi;  and,  after  you  pass  that  river,  on  the  requsitions  of  Captain 
Jacob  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent,  or  on  those  of  Major  Francis  W. 
Armstrong,  superintendent  of  the  removal  from  the  river  to  the  new  coun« 
try.  The  requisitions  will,  &c. 

[The  remainder  of  Lieutenant  Van  Horne’s  instructions  are  the  same  as 
those  of  Lieutenant  Simonton,  except  the  two  last  paragraphs.  See  letter 
to  Lieutenant  Simonton  of  11th  July,  1832,] 

Five  thousand  dollars  will  be  turned  over  to  you  by  Lieutenant  J,  A. 
Phillips,  disbursing  agent,  for  which  you  will  receipt  to  him. 

Respectfully,  &:c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  ming  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  Vliir  Horne, 

Disbursing  Jigent  Choct,  removal  Choctaw  Agency^  ML 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  SepL  IS,  1832. 

Sir;  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  is  just  received.  I send,  enclosed  to 
your  care,  instructions  for  Lieutenant  Van  Horne,  who,  you  have  been  in= 
formed,  was  appointed  in  Lieutenant  Bainbridge’s  place.  There  will  also 
go  by  this  mail,  to  your  care,  two  packages  of  blank  forms,  for  the  use  of 
that  gentleman. 

Lieutenant  J.  A.  Phillips  has  received  the  appointment  of  disbursing  agent, 
and  left  this  city  for  the  Choctaw  Agency.  He  will  have  ten  thousand 
dollars  deposited  in  the  Branch  Bank  at  Nashville;  and  should  he  meet 
Lieutenant  Ryan,  who  is  now  at  the  springs  in  Virginia,  he  will  receive  an 
order  for  a similar  amount,  which  has  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  Lieutenant 
Ryan  in  the  same  institution. 

One  half  of  this  latter  sum  Lieutenant  Phillips  has  been  directed  to  turn  over 
to  Captain  Page,  and  the  remainder  to  Lieutenant  Van  Horne;  but,  should  it 
be  wanted  before  that  gentleman  arrives,  Lieutenant  Phillips  will  give  it 
such  direction  as  you  may  suggest. 

The  payment  of  the  annuities  not  being  connected  with  the  removal  and 
subsistence  of  the  Indians,  I have  referred  that  part  of  your  letter,  relating 
to  the  feeding  of  them  upon  the  recent  occasion  of  their  meeting  fo  receive 
their  annuities,  to  the  Indian  Bureau;  to  which  Mr.  Ward  will,  undoubt- 
edly, make  any  communications  on  the  subject. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Actmg  C.  G.  S. 

To  William  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Choctaw  removal^  Chotiaw  Agency^  ML 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept.  22,  1832. 
Sir:  It  appeared,  on  the  examination  of  your  accounts  in  this  office,  that  you 
had  purchased  an  office  table  for.^2  75,  and  a paper  case,  with  pigeon  holes, 
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for  75  cents.  No  receipt  from  the  person  to  whom  these  articles  may  have 
been  turned  over  being  forwarded,  the  amount  will  doubtless  be  charged  to 
you  by  the  Auditor. 

If  you  have  a receipt,  or  think  it  worth  while  to  procure  one,  please  for- 
ward it,  or  direct  it  to  be  forwarded  to  this  office.  I would  suggest  that 
Lieutenant^  F.  L.  Dancey,  disbursing  agent  for  the  Cherokee  removal, 
would  attend  to  this  for  you. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C,  G.  S. 

To  Captain  W.  L McClintock, 

United  Stateg^  Armyj  Portland, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Sabsistence,  Sept.  22,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  14th  and  17th  instant,  with  con- 
tracts and  provision  abstracts.  The  various  subjects  contained  in  those 
letters  shall  be  attended  to  hereafter:  in  the  mean  lime  I will  state  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  will  be  in  this  city  in  about  ten  days,  when  the  whole 
business  of  the  Ohio  removal  shall  be  laid  before  him.  The  department  en- 
tertains entire  confidence  in  your  ability  and  disposition  to  render  efiectual 
service;  and  trusts  that  you  will  continue  your  exertions  to  preserve  harmo- 
ny, and  to  subserve  the  public  interest.  The  result,  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
will  be  satisfactory  to  you.  Respectfully,  &e., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  tMcting  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  Agent  removal  Ohio  Indians,  Belkfontaine,  Ohio. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept.  24,  1832, 
Sir:  The  receipt  of  yours  of  the  16th  instant  should  have  been  acknow- 
ledged in  my  last.  You  will  pay  the  apprasiers  of  Indian  property  five  dol- 
lars a day  each  for  the  time  they  were  engaged  in  that  business;  provided 
they  furnish  a certificate,  on  honor,  as  to  the  time  actually  spent  therein; 
to  be  computed  from  the  day  they  left  home  till  their  return,  and  that  the 
whole  compensation  to  each  does  not  exceed  three  hundred  dollars.  The 
certificates  will  be  appended  to  the  bills  upon  which  they  are  paid.  The 
names  of- those  are  Jeremiah  McLene,  Benjamin  Briggs,  and  William  H. 
Woodward.* 

In  reply  to  your  query  relative  to  the  “ actual  expenses  of  the  officers 
engaged  in  the  removal,”  you  are  informed  that  the  regulations  provide  that 
the  « actual  transportation  and  subsistence  of  persons  engaged  in  the  re- 

such  persons  accompany  a detachment  of  In- 


moval  shall  be  paid  while 
dians.” 

Enclosed  is  an  extract  of 
ner  on  this  subject. 


letter,  dated  2Sth  of  June  last,  to  Mr.  Gardi- 
Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Mmg  C,  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disiributing  Jigent  remo'val  Ohio  Indians,  Belief ontahie,  Ohio. 


©€«  Appemlix  fo’r  their 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept.  24,  1S32. 

Sir:  Immediately  on  the  reception  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  en- 
closing accounts  for  rifles,  delivered,  according  to  order,  to  Major  Bender 
for  transportation,  I sent  the  account  to  the  Second  Auditor  for  settle- 
ment; and,  until  the  receipt  this  morning,  of  yours  of  the  22d  inst.  induced 
an  inquiry,  I was  not  aware  that  the  money  had  not  yet  been  received  by 
you,  I find  the  cause  to  be  the  absence  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  without 
whose  signature  the  money  could  not  be  drawn  from  the  'JVeasury.  Blanks 
have,  however,  just  been  received  from  him,  and  your  accounts  are  now  au- 
diting. A warrant  will  therefore  reach  you  in  two  or  three  days. 

Kespectfully,  &c.. 

J.  ri.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Mr.  Henry  Deringer, 

Gun  Manufacturer,  Philadelphia. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept,  28,  1832. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  S.  V.  R.  Rj^an,  of  the  1st  artillery,  has  returned  to  this 
city,  after  having  been  employed  for  more  than  one  year  in  the  duly  of  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaw  Indians.  Lieutenant  Ryan  has 
ceased  to  act  under  this  department  in  the  abovementioned  service,  and 
has  communicated  to  it  his  design  of  resigning  his  commission  in  the  army; 
hut  is  desirous  of  obtaining  a furlough  for  six  months  prior  to  his  resigna- 
tion’s taking  effect.  I deem  it  my  duty  to  state  that  the  service  which  he 
has  performed  was  one  requiring  the  most  constant  and  unremitted  appli- 
cation; that  it  was  arduous  from  beginning  to  end,  and  accompanied,  all  the 
last  winter  and  spring  particularly,  by  difficulties  requiring  the  exercise  of 
no  ordinary  degree  of  energy  ar.d  enterprise. 

And  1 have  the  pleasure  to  add  that  he  has  accomplished  all  that  was 
committed  to  him  with  entire  satisfaction,  as  well  to  his  immediate  superior 
and  the  Indians,  as  to  this  department. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Colonel  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant  General  United  States^  Army,  Washington  City. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct.  2,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo,  covering  estimates  of  funds,  is  re- 
ceived. 

That  estimate  will  be  filled  thus: 

Deposite  at  Nashville  to  your  credit  - - » $ 5,000  00 

Transfer  to  you  by  Lieutenant  Phillips  . - 10,840  00 


s^l5,840  00 
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Lieutenant  Phillips  has  heretofore  been  directed  to  transfer  to  you  $5,000: 
he  will,  as  soon  as  he  receives  instructions,  turn  over  the  balance. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  John  Pase, 

Disbursing  •Agent  Choctatv  removaL 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct,  2,  1832. 

Sir:  Yours  of  lOth  September  is  received.  The  estimate  it  enclosed  is 
not  filled  precisely  as  desired  by  the  superintendent.  This  is  owing  to  pre- 
vious remittances  being  made,  and  to  other  persons  than  those  contemplated 
by  the  estimates. 

For  particulars  I refer  you  to  the  letter  addressed  to  the  superintendent 
yesterday.  ^7,500  will  be  deposited  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank  at 
Natchez.  Should  transfers  of  money  become  necessary,  from  the  extent 
of  the  disbursements  on  the  part  of  some  disbursing  officers  being  greater 
than  their  funds  will  meet,  they  will  be  made. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton, 

Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removaL 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct,  2,  1832. 
Sir:  In  lieu  of  the  ®5,000  which  you  have  been  heretofore  directed  to  trans- 
fer to  Captain  Page,  you  will  turn  over  to  him  ^^10,840.  All  necessary 
transfers  by,  or  to  you,  are  authorized,  and  will  be  made  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. Lieutenant  Van  Horne  can,  if  you  have  no  more  money  when 
he  arrives  than  will  be  necessary  for, your  own  expenditures,  obtain  funds 
by  transfer  from  another  disbursing  agent. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Phillips, 

Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removaL 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct,  2,  1832. 
Sir:  The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  will  deposite  to  your  credit  in 
the  Branch  Bank  at  Natchez  $1,500,  I refer  you  to  a letter  of  yesterday^* 
date  to  the  superintendent  upon  the  subject  of  the  funds  and  their  distribu- 
tion. 

Transfers  from  one  disbursing  officer  to  another,  when  necessary,  are  au- 
thorized. Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C,  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  W,  R.  Montgomerv, 

Disbursing  Agent  Choctaio  removaL 
22 
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EmIGE  ATION'  OF  INDIANS^ 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  October  I ^ 1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  is  received.  The  same  maih  has 
brought  letters  from  Captain  Page  and  Lieutenant  Simontonj  each  enclosing 
an  estimate  of  funds,  I have  complied  with  these  estimates,  and  have^  in  con- 
sequence of  your  intimation  that  as  much  more  as  Lieutenant  Simonton^s 
would  be  wanted  for  the  third  district,  made  the  following  disposition  of 
funds,  which  you  will  perceive  is  not  precisely  as  desired  by  you,  on  ac- 
count of  the  nature  of  the  prior  arrangements  with  regard  to  a portion  of 
these  funds 

The  total  amount  of  the  estimates  for  the  three  districts  - $59,440 

Total  amount  already  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  and  deposited  at  Nash- 
ville, as  follows: 

Lieutenant  Ryan  transferred  to  Lieutenant  Phillips  ^10,000 
Lieutenant  Phillips  , „ « 10,000 

™~--g20,000 

Captain  Page  5,000 

Lieutenant  Simonton  » - ^ ^ 10,000 

Lieutenant  Montgomery  10,000 

$45^000 


Leaving  this  balance  to  be  supplied 


$14,440 


And  I have  directed  a deposite  of  $15,000  to  be  made  in  the  Branch 
Bank  at  Natchez,  one-half  to  the  credit  of  Lieutenant  Simonton,  the  other 
to  Lieutenant  Montgomery. 

The  estimates  are  made  up  as  follows: 

Captain  Page  - - . - ^ $15,840 

Lieutenant  Simonton  - . » 21,800 

Lieutenant  Montgomery,  (per  your  letter)  21,800 

$59,440 


The  following  statement  wi41  show  that  the  distribution  of  funds  will  very 
nearly  meet  your  wishes: 

Wanted  at  Nashville  - „ 


Captain  Page  has  already  - 
Lieutenant  Phillips  will  transfer  to  him 


Wanted  at  Vicksburg  - . „ 

Lieutenant  Simonton  has  procured  from  Nashville  - 
And  he  will  have  deposited  at  Natchez 

Lieutenant  Montgomery  has  deposited  at  Nashville,  which 
sum  he  can  procure  and  transfer  to  Natchez  - 
And  he  will  have  deposited  at  Natchez  - - - 


- 

S 15,840 

$ 5,000 
10,840 

15,840 

$43,600 

o c 
o o 
o 

o r- 

m 

17,500 

$10,000 

7,500 

17,500 
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Lieutenant  Phillips,  after  having  transferred  to  Captain 

Page  $10,840,  will  have  left  this  sum,  which  he  can, 

if  necessary,  transfer  to  Natchez  - - - $9,160 

* $44,160 

Making  a small  addition  to  your  estimate;  the  whole  amount  remitted 
being  $60,000,  in  lieu  of  $59,440. 

But  it  is  by  no  means  intended  to  confine  the  expenditures  on  the  part  of 
any  officer  to  the  money  he  may  have  deposited  to  his  credit.  Such  trans- 
fers from  one  officer  to  another,  as  are  necessary,  will  take  place.  You  will 
perceive  by  my  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  that  no  issues  of  corn  can  be  made 
to  Indian  ponies:  it  is  not  warranted  by  the  regulations.  When  Lieutenant 
Van  Horne  arrives,  such  transfers  of  the  funds  from  other  officers  may  be 
made  as  shall  be  required. 

Where  medical  aid  shall  become  indispensable,  you  can  procure  it. 

Your  letter  of  the  1 7th  of  September  is  received.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  any  difficulties  should  arise  from  the  false  impressions  of  the  Indians 
concerning  the  commutation  allowance,  or  that  any  are  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  designs  of  speculating  half-breeds.  But  the  regulations  contem- 
plate the  removal  of  'persons  independently  of  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  amount  of  commutation  has  accordingly  been  fixed:  (for  which 
see  letter  of  the  5th  of  September.) 

The  commutation  checks  are  not  transferrable,  and  such  arrangements 
may  be  made  as  to  prevent  speculation.  Let  it  be  understood  that  wffiere 
this  thing  is  detected,  the  forfeiture  of  the  commutation  follows. 

There  is  one  way,  however,  in  vrhich  this  speculation  may  be  effectually 
checked.  The  second  article  fourth  section  of  the  regulations  says,  “when 
persons  or  families  agree  to  transport  themselves,  and  are  considered 
bie  of  so  doing,  &.c.’^  The  agents  may  therefore  refuse  to  give  tickets  to 
any  whom  they  may  deem  fit  subjects  for  speculation  on  account  of  their 
poverty,  &c. 

Respectfully,  &c.. 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G,  S. 

To  Wm.  Armstkong,  Esquire, 

Superintendent  Choclaxo  removal  Choctaiu  Agency,  JWL 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Bubsisience^  Ociober  3,  1832. 
Sir:  Ten  thousand  dollars  will  be  deposited  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch 
Bank  at  Cincinnati.  This  is  done  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Gardiner,  who  has 
sent  no  estimates,  but  says  they  shall  be  forwarded  in  a few  days. 
Triplicates,  one  to  Dayton  and  one  to  Indianapolis. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C,  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  Agent  removal  Ohio  IndidnSi 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  October  3,  1832. 
Sir:  Colonel  J,  J.  Abert,  United  States’  army,  has  been  appointed  by  the 
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War  Department  to  investigate  the  business  of  the  removal  of  the  Ohio  In? 
dians. 

You  will  obey  his  instructions  on  any  subject  connected  therewith. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  JlgenU  removal  Ohio  Indiansy  Piqiia, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct.  4,  1832. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  forthwith  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory,  and 
pay  over  to  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  United  States’  army,  principal  disbursing 
officer,  or  such  other  disbursing  officer  as  Major  F.  VV.  Armstrong,  special 
agent  for  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws  west  of  the  Mississippi,  may  desig- 
nate, the  public  money  this  day  committed  to  your  charge,  and  take  his 
receipt  therefor.  Your  duties  will  cease  on  paying  over  this  money,  and 
you  will  return  to  your  proper  duties  here  without  delay. 

For  this  service  the  acting  Secretary  of  War  has  decided  that  you  re- 
ceive .five  hundred  dollars,  and  have  your  actual  travelling  expenses  paid: 
of  these  you  will  keep  an  accurate  account 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Thomas  Hunt, 

United  States^  %drmy,  Washington  City, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct.  4,  1832. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  17th  and  18th  of  September  have  been  received.  In 
consequence  of  your  desire  that  an  equal  amount  of  money  to  that  estimat- 
ed for  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  should  be  sent  west,  (if  it  had  not  been 
already  done)  by  an  officer  of  the  army,  in  lieu  of  depositing  it  in  the  bank, 
I have  despatched  Captain  Thomas  Hunt,  of  this  department,  with  sixty-one 
thousand  dollars,  with  directions  to'  turn  the  same  over  to  Captain  Brown, 
or  to  such  other  disbursing  officer  as  you  should  name.  This  is  the  amount 
of  an  estimate  already  transmitted  by  Captain  Brown,  and  is  but  one  thou- 
sand more  than  the  sum  mentioned  by  you.  The  superintendent  east  has 
been  informed  that  the  commutation  allowance  was  fixed  pursuant  to  the 
regulations;  but,  that  he  may  make  such  arrangements  as  will  prevent  the 
speculations  of  the  half-breeds,  it  was  suggested  to  him  that  it  might  be 
done  by  restricting  the  emigration  in  that  way  to  such  persons  as  would 
not  be  fit  subjects  for  speculation. 

The  conditional  appointment  of  Mr.  Speer  to  be  assistant  agent  is,  ac- 
cording to  your  request,  confirmed.  The  appointment  of  Major  Langhani 
is  also  confirmed. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G,  S 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

SupU  temH  Chmlaw  Indians  tvest  of  Miss.,  Little  Bock,  T 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

O^ce  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct.  6,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  29th  and  30th  of  August  and 
5th  of  September — the  first  enclosing  an  estimate  of  funds  for  the  removal 
and  subsistence  of  Indians  during  the  4th  quarter  of  this  year. 

You  state  that  you  have  wholly  omitted  transportation  in  this  estimate 
on  account  of  your  having  no  data.  Ere  this  reaches  you,  Major  F.  W. 
Armstrong  will  have  furnished  you  with  all  the  information  requisite  to 
form  an  estimate  of  that  item. 

In  a letter  which  has  just  been  received  from  him,  he  states  that,  after 
his  arrival  at  Little  Rock,  there  will  not  be  time  to  make  estimates,  and  re- 
quests that  sixty  thousand  dollars  may  be  immediately  forwarded  by  an 
officer  of  the  army. 

It  has  been  decided  to  fill  your  estimate,  which  was  for  sixty-one  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  amount  has  been  confided  to  Captain  Thomas  Hunt  of 
the  army,  who  will  turn  the  same  over  to  you. 

It  is  particularly  desired  that,  in  making  up  your  quarterly  accounts,  you 
observe  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  circular  explanatory  of  accounts. 

■ Respectfully,  &:c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  .Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent,  Little  Rock,  A.  T, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Co7nmissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct,  6,  1S32. 

Sir:  I have  reSiSived  yours  of  the  20th  September,  with  an  account  up 
to  the  31st  of  Augusli 

All  your  accounts  shall  be  settled  as  speedily  as  practicable. 

If  you  have  not  turned  over  the  public  horse  to  some  disbursing  officer 
before  this  is  received,  you  will  do  so,  and  this  will  be  considered  an  order 
for  said  disbursing  officer  to  sell  the  horse  to  the  best  possible  advantage, 
and  credit  the  amount  to  the  United  States. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G,  S. 

To  Samuel  T.  Cross,  Esq. , 

Assistant  Agent,  Choctaw  Agency, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  October  10,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  Sd  instant,  with  an  estimate  for  the 
quarter  commencing  19fh  September,  amounting  to  $9,671  03.  Agreeable 
to  your  previous  request,  ten  thousand  dollars  were  deposited  in  the  Branch 
Bank  at  Cincinnati  to  the  credit  of  Lieutenant  Lane,  so  that  the  above  esti- 
mate is  filled  in  anticipation.  But  this  fact  must  not  cause  the  inference 
that  the  department  sanctions  all  the  items  composing  the  estimate.  There 
are  several  which  will  not  be  allowed.  Such  are  the  commutation  allowance 
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to  yourself  and  the  other  agents  in  Heu  of  transportation  and  subsistence;^^ 

(as  to  the  manner  in  which  their  expenses  are  to  be  paid  whilst  accompanying 
the  Indians,  1 refer  you  to  the  letter  from  this  department  under  date  of  the 
28th  June  ultimo;)  and  such  is  the  employment  of  two  wagon  and  horse- 
masters,  six  camp-laborers,  an  extra  assistant  conductor,  and  a clerk.  The 
disbursing  officer  has  been  instructed  accordingly.  I would  remark  that  the 
eight  large  wagons  and  four  horse  teams  were  not  contemplated  by  you  as 
being  necessary  for  the  removal  on  horseback.  In  the  first  estimate  you  con- 
fine your  demands  in  that  respect  to  three  light  wagons,  and  in  one  of 
your  letters  you  state  that  no  conveyance  at  all  of  that  kind  will  be  required. 

It  is  not  known  to  the  department  that  any  thing  has  occurred  to  make 
these  wagons  requisite  if  they  were  not  so  before.  . 

Respectfully,  &c, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  8. 

To  James  B.  Gardiner,  Esq., 

Superintendent  removal  Ohio  Indians,  Richmond,  Indiana. 


Emigration  oe  Indians, 

' Office  Commissary  General  Siihsistenee^  October  10,- 1832.- 
Sir:  You  will  find  enclosed  a copy  of  Mr.  Gardiner’s  estimate,  and  also 
a copy  of  a letter  this  day  addressed  to  him  in  relation  to  it. 

The  disallowed  items  in  the  estimate,  which  are  alluded  to  in  the  letter, 
are  those  marked  in  red  ink. 

Respectfully, 

Yeur  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a.  O.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  tfigent  removal  Ohio  Indians,  Richmond,  Indiana. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  October  11,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo.  As  soon  as  you 
have  accomplished  the  purpose  for  which  you  were  sent  to  the  Cherokee 
nation,  you  will  return  to  ^this  city.  In  the  mean  time,  you  will  keep  me 
advised  of  the  progress  of  your  business. 

The  manner  in  which  you  will  draw  your  pay  is  expressed  in  your  in- 
structions, to  wit:  the  pay  proper  of  your  grade  in  the  army  from  an  army 
paymaster,  the  emoluments  from  the  funds  in  your  possession. 

Your  own  voucher  will  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  payment. 

Respectfully,  &e., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  F.  L.  Dancey, 

Disbursing  Jigent^  Cherokee  removal,  Calhoun,  Tennessee^ 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Offiice  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  October  17,  1832. 
Sir:  Yours  of  the  4th  of  September  has  been  received,  and  the  Secretary 
of  War  has  referred  to  me  one  from  you  of  the  Sd  of  the  same  month.  Both 
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of  them  relate  to  sometransactiops  in  which  you  have  been  engaged,  regard- 
ing the  supply  of  the  year’s  subsistence  to  which  the  Cherokee  emigrants 
were  entitled  after  their  arrival  west»  The  drafts,  it  would  seem,  which 
you  have  received  from  Indiass  to  whom  Captain  Vashon  has  given  them 
as  a commutation  for  subsistence,  amount  to  about  $4,000,  and  your  claims 
for  supplies  to  negroes  to  about  $3,000.  This  is  what  I gather  from  the 
two  letters.  I have  received  also  a letter  on  the  same  subject  from  Lieut, 
Seawell.  That  gentleman  will  be  instructed  to  investigate  the  business  re- 
lating to  the  claims  for  negro  rations;  and  as  soon  as  his  report  is  received, 
the  department  will  be  prepared  to  act  definitively  on  them.  It  has  already 
been  decided  that  the  negro  slaves,  &c  , who  emigrated  under  Mr.  Curry, 
should  be  provisioned,  but  the  new  aspect  given  to  the  matter  by  the  anti- 
cipation of  the  allowance  will  make  the  course  above  indicated  necessary. 
The  drafts  for  commutation  will  all  be  paid  if  presented  with  proper  evi- 
dence of  regular  transfer:  on  account  of  the  absence  of  this,  two  of  them 
have  been  rejected  by  the  War  Department, 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  N. 

To  Peter  A.  Carnes,  Esq., 

Fort  Smith,  A.  T, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  October  17,  1832, 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  19th  of  August  and  2d  of  September  are  received. 

I have  also  received  a letter  from  Mr.  Peter  A.  Carnes  on  the  subject,  to 
which,  in  the  latter,  you  draw  my  attention.  It  appears  from  your  state- 
ment of  the  progress  made  by  Captain  Vashon  in  the  business  of  furnishing 
the  Indians  with  their  twelve  months’  rations,  that  he  had,  when  you  ar- 
rived, drawn  drafts  for  three  hundred  and  forty-four  persons.  You  say,  in 
addition,  that  Mr.  Carnes  has  purchased  ninety-five  of  the  claims  exclud- 
ed by  Mr.  Curry,”  at  a deduction  of  twenty-five  per  cent.,&c. ; and  you 
intimate  that  other  persons  have  also  speculated.  These  excluded  claims, 
bought  up  in  anticipation  that  they  would  be  allowed,  and  the  drafts  pre- 
viously drawn  by  Captain  Vashon,  go  far  to  embrace  the  whole  number  of 
emigrants. 

Mr.  Carnes  says  that  Captain  Vashon’s  drafts  to  the  amount  of  ^^4,000 
have  been  passed  away  by  Duvall  and  Carnes,  and  that  they  have  furnished 
supplies  amounting  to  $1,000,  It  is  supposed  that  the  ninety-five  cases 
above  referred  to  make  the  ^3,000. 

The  following  course  will  be  pursued  in  this  business:  Captain  Vashon 
will  furnish  an  account  of  all  the  drafts  drawn  on  account  of  the  year’s  sub- 
sistence, and  another  of  the  provisions  issued  by  him  on  the  same  account; 
both  of  which  you  will  copy,  and  transmit  the  originals  to  me.  If  the 
holders  of  the  drafts  forward  them  here,  with  proper  evidence  of  regular 
transfer,  they  will  be  paid  by  the  War  Department.  Those  which  were  not 
paid  when  presented,  it  is  understood,  were  defective  in  that  respect. 
The  object  in  getting  the  above  statement  is  to  learn  precisely  who  among 
the  Indians  have  been  paid  or  supplied,  and  who  not.  You  will  thus  be 
able  to  act  with  certainty  and  security,  and  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  supplying  rations  to  those  who  have  not  received  them,  or  an  equivalent. 
You  will  be  able,  besides,  from  your  muster-roll,  to  ascertain  the  exact  num- 
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ber  of  negroes,  &C.5  who  are  ehlitled  to  rations  under  my  decision  of  July 
7th,  end  to  what  extent  the  claims  for  which  have  been  brought  up  by  Mr. 
Carnes  and  others.  This  business  you  will  investigate  as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble, and  report  to  me  the  facts,  that  such  action  may  be  taken  on  it  as  may 
be  proper. 

In  order  that  what  you  have  been  directed  to  do  may  be  perfectly  intelli- 
gible, I would  suggest  to  you  this  method:  take  your  muster-roll,  and  add 
to  Its  width  as  much  paper  as  may  be  requisite-  to  place  opposite  to  each 
name  the  facts  above  required  to  be  stated.  For  instance,  draw  on  this  ad- 
dition perpendicular  columns— one  set  for  those  who  have  been  paid  by 
drafts,  another  for  those  to  whom  provisions  have  been  issued  by  Captain 
Vashon,  and  the  third  for  the  negroes,  white  children,  &c.,  whose  claims 
for  rations  have  been  speculated  upon,  whilst  you  could  mark  all  those  to 
whom  you  would  be  required  to  issue  altogelher  or  In  part;  and  make  the 
whole  to  date  from  your  arrival,  or  at  least  from  the  termination  of  the 
transactions  which  it  is  my  wish  should  be  embraced  in  it.  l am  desirous 
that  you  should  turn  your  attention  immediately  to  this  matter,  and  give  me 
the  information  with  all  practicable  haste.  I deem  it  proper  to  say  that, 
whatever  payments  may  be  determined  on  for  the  negro  rations,  will  be 
made  by  you  after  the  decision  of  the  department  on  your  report  shall 
have  been  communicated  to  you.  It  would  be  well,  therefore,  to  forward 
w’ith  your  statement  a detailed  estimate  of  funds.  You  will  also  send  your 
monthly  abstracts  with  regularity.  The  greatest  care  will  be  necessary  not 
to  feed  Indians  who  are  not  entitled. 

You  state  that  the  Gherokees  wish  their  rations  to  be  issued  to  them  all  at 
once,  and  that  they  generally  prefer  pork.  Pork  may  be  issued,  provided 
it  be  not  at  an  increase  of  the  cost  of  the  ration:  and  they  can  have  all  their 
rations  at  one  issue,  upon  examination,  there  should  be  no  good  reason 
against  it.  It  is  decided  that  the  Indians  who  purchased  negroes  after  they 
were  enrolled,  and  whom  Mr.  Curry  refused  to  enrol,  cannot  be  allowed 
the  yearns  rations  for  such  negroes;  and  that  the  three  negroes  who  do  not 
appear  upon  the  rolls  cannot  now  be  enrolled,  and  allowed  rations.  But 
the  man  who  was  sent  by  land  with  the  horses,  &c.,  belonging  to  his 
father,  and  who  left  the  country  before  the  family  was  enrolled,’^  may  be 
paid  S15  50  for  his  transportation,  and  furnished  his  rations,  provided  his 
statement  is  susceptible  of  strong  and  satisfactory  proof.  If  he  satisfy  you 
in  this  way,  the  account  will  be  passed. 

You  will  take  care  to  accompany  the  voucher  with  all  the  evidence  upon 
which  you  decide. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  W.  Sbawell, 

Disb^g  ^gent  sub,  Cherokees^  Fort  Gibsouj  nd,  7\ 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  October  18,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  13th  and  20th  of  September;  the 
former  covering  copies  of  letters  and  advertisement  in  relation  to  the  furnish- 
ing. the  Senecas  with  subsistence.  The  contract  made  by  Mr.  Brish  with 
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Mr.  Bailey  expires,  as  you  have  been  informed,  six  months  after  their  re- 
moval, to  wit,  on  the  5th  January  next.  I have  obtained  this  contract,  and 
forward  you  a copy.  The  ration  is,  you  will  perceive,  too  high,  being  at 
sixteen  cents.  It  ought  not  to  cost  much  more  than  half  that  price.  Your 
advertisement  was  well  timed  and  proper. 

After  you  have  made  the  contract,  you  will  inform  Mr.  Kennerly,  the 
acting  sub-agent,  thereof,  and  supply  him  with  a book  of  blank  provision 
checks,  and  instructions  to  fill  them  up  as  requisitions  upon  the  contractor, 
who  will  present  them  to  you  at  certain  stipulated  times  for  payment:  and 
you  can  require  any  other  guarantee  you  may  think  proper  of  the  faithful 
delivery  of  the  provisions. 

Three  tribes  of  Indians  are  now  moving  from  Ohio,  the  Shawnees  of 
Wapaghkonnetta,  the  Ottaways,  and  the  mixed  band  of  Senecas  and  Shaw- 
nees, all  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Gardiner.  The  disburs- 
ing agent  is  Lieut.  J.  F.  Lane. 

The  two  former  tribes  will  go  up  the  Missouri,  and  settle  near  the  Kansas 
river;  and  they  will  be  supplied  through  the  agency  of  Governor  Clark,  but 
the  last  named  tribe  will  separate  from  the  others  at  some  proper  point,  and 
go  to  their  lands  immediately  adjoining  the  Senecas  of  Sandusky.  The  su- 
perintendent and  disbursing  agent  will  go  vl'ith  the  two  tribes,  whilst  the 
other  will  be  conducted  by  one  or  two  of  Mr.  Gardiner’s  assistants  and  an 
assistant  disbursing  agent,  who  will  report  to  you  on  his  arrival  at  the  place 
of  destination.  An  extract  of  a letter  to  Lieut.  Lane  is  enclosed.  He  will 
furnish  you  with  every  necessary  information,  particularly  as  to  the  engage- 
ments he  may  have  made  for  transportation^  subsistence,  &c. , which  you 
will  fulfil;  and  the  funds,  provisions,  and  property,  ^hat  he  may  have  con- 
fided to  those  who  conduct  the  tribe,  the  unexpended  balance  of  which  will 
be  transferred  at  your  order.  As  soon  as  you  have  obtained  the  requisite 
information,  you  will  enter  into  contract  for  complete  rations,  which  your 
previous  advertisement  may  probably  the  better  enable  you  to  do,  to  be  de- 
livered, according  to  regulationsj  on  the  Indian  lands  at  convenient  points. 
If  the  Indians  would  like  to  have  a part  of  their  meat  in  stock,  you  will 
make  the  necessary  stipulations  in  the  contract;  but  in  this  event  care 
must  be  taken  that  no  impositions  are  permitted:  and  the  cattle  received 
as  rations  from  contractors  should  be  branded. 

You  will  select  an  officer  of  the  army  from  among  those  now  employed 
in  removing  the  Choctaws,  and  direct  him  to  take  charge  of  this  business. 
He  will  of  Course  relieve  all  the  contractors,  &c  , unless  it  should  be  neces- 
sary to  retain  one  of  them  in  service,  which  may  be  done  at  a moderate 
compensation.  It  is  believed  that  an  officer  may  be  spared  by  the  time  his 
services  are  wanted.  You  could  supply  him  a small  amount  of  funds  for 
contingent  purposes  ^ 

The  contractors  could  be  paid  by  you  at  Little  Rock.  As  soon  as  the 
officer  reaches  the  Seneca  country,  the  arrangement  before  stated  with  Mr. 
Kennerly  will  be  superseded.  He  will  take  charge  of  the  subsistence  of 
both  tribes.  It  is  understood  that  their  proximity  w^ill  enable  him  to 
do  so. 

You  will  pay  the  conductors  and  assistant  disbursing  agent  their  salaries, 
according  to  the  certificate  which  each  may  be  furnished  with  by  Lieut 
Lane,  and  their  transportation  horne^.  at  ten  cents  a mile  by  the  nearest 
route. 
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It  is  suggested  that  you  may  be  able  to  furnish  these  tribes  more  advan- 
tageously by  giving  the  contracts  to  one  man.  This,  however,  depends 
upon  circumstances  of  which  you  must  be  the  judge. 

I wish  separate  accounts  to  be  kept  of  the  expenditures  for  each  tribe. 
Five  thousand  dollars  were  placed  to  your  credit  in  New  Orleans  in  Au- 
gust, on  account  of  subsisting  the  Senecas  of  Sandusky. 

You  will  transmit  in  due  time  a distinct  estimate  for  each  tribe. 

Enclosed  is  a printed  copy  of  the  treaty  with  the  Senecas  of  Sandusky, 
and  another  with  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees  now  emigrating. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbw'sing  Jigent,  Little  Rock,  Ji,T, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  October  18,  1832. 

Sir:  When  the  three  tribes  have  arrived  at  the  point  of  separation  for 
their  respective  destinations,  you  will  select  one  of  your  assistants  to  accom- 
pany the  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  in  the  capacity  of  disbursing  agent,  to 
their  new  country,  contiguous  to  the  lands  granted  to  the  Senecas  of  Sandus- 
ky. He  will  be.directed  to  report  to  Capt.  Jacob  Brown,  principal  disburs- 
ing agent,  Little  Rock.  As  soon  as  convenient  after  the  receipt  of  this, 
you  will  write  to  that  officer,  and  give  him  all  the  information  which  you 
may  deem  useful  in  supplying  the  Indians  with  the  yearns  rations  to  which 
they  are  entitled  after  they  arrive  west. 

It  would  be  desirable  for  him  to  know  the  exact  number  of  souls,  the 
route  to  be  pursued,  the  probable  time  of  arrival  west,  whether  the  Indians 
would  prefer  a portion  of  their  meat  rations  in  stock,  and  if  they  have  any 
particular  preferences  as  to  the  components  of  their  ration.  This  may  be 
made  agreeable  to  them,  if  it  can  be  done  without  additional  cost  to  the 
Government,  or  infringing  the  regulations. 

You  will,  besides,  give  Capt.  Brown  a full  account  of  the  pecuniary  and 
other  matters  relating  to  the  tribe,  and  of  the  engagements  that  you  may 
have  entered  into  for  their  transportation  and  subsistence,  which  he  will  be 
directed  to  pay,  together  with  the  wages  of  the  conductor  and  other  agents, 
and  their  transportation  home.  But  you  must  give  to  each  person  a certifi- 
cate of  the  amount  due,  if  any;  the  rate  of  payment,  &c.  And  you  will  for- 
ward to  Capt.  Brown  a copy  of  each  contract,  the  stipulations  of  which  he 
may  have  to  fulfil.  But  it  is  understood  that  no  engagement  of  any  de- 
scription is  to  subsist  longer  than  the  time  of  arrival  in  the  new  country, 
and  for  such  period  thereafter  as  Capt.  Brown  may  deem  necessary.  You 
will  instruct  the  assistant  disbursing  agent  to  turn  over  the  balance  of  the 
money  you  may  confide  to  him  to  Capt.  Brown,  to  whom  he  will  render  an 
accurate  account  of  his  proceedings  and  expenditures. 

You  will  proceed,  with  the  two  tribes,  to  their  location  near  the  Kansas 
river,  and  there,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  your  arrival,  close  the  accounts 
of  the  emigration.  The  conductors  and  others  attached  to  the  tribes  will 
be  paid  their  salaries,  to  include  such  period  as  shall  be  required  to  put  the 
Indians  fairly  in  possession  of  the  country,  and  their  transportation  home 
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1 at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  a mile  by  the  nearest  route.  All  your  engagements 
will  terminate  with  the  end  of  the  journey;  when  the  Indians  will  be  un- 
der the  general  superintendence  of  Governor  Clark,  through  whose  agency 
they  will  be  supplied  the  ensuing  year  with  provisions. 

Enclosed  are  extracts  of  a letter  to  Capt.  Brown,  and  a copy  of  one  to  Go- 
! vernor  Clark.  As  soon  as  you  have  accomplished  the  purposes  of  your  ap- 
; pointment,  you  will  return  to  this  city  to  settle  your  accounts. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  O.  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  Agent  vernal  Ohio  Indians^  Indianapolis^  Indiana. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Conimissary  General  Subsistence^  Oct.  22,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  recently  received  from  Mr.  Peter  A.  Carnes  a letter  on  the 
subject  of  drafts  drawn  by  you  in  favor  of  the  Indian  emigrants,  by  way  of 
commuting  their  twelve  months’  allowance  of  provisions,  which  drafts  he 
has  bought  up  to  a considerable  amount;  and,  also,  respecting  the  claims 
for  rations  of  the  negroes,  and  others,  who  were  not  entitled  according  to 
Mr.  Curry’s  decision,  but  which  were  allowed  by  my  letter  to  you  of  the 
7th  July  ultimo. 

That  the  transactions  above  alluded  to  may  be  fairly  understood,  I will 
thank  you  to  make  out  a statement  of  the  drafts  drawn  by  you  on  the  War 
Department  on  account  of  the  year’s  subsistence,  showing  the  persons  to 
whom  each  was  given,  in  whose  favor  drawn,  what  number  of  persons  it 
commuted,  &c.,  and  another  statement  of  the  provisions  issued  by  you, 
to  whom  issued,  &c. 

The  statements  ought  to  exhibit,  as  far  as  you  are  concerned,  a complete 
history  of  the  transactions  with  the  emigrants  in  relation  to  their  subsistence. 
As  soon  as  they  are  finished,  please  hand  them  to  Lieutenant  Seawell,  who 
will  use  them  in  order  to  complete  a statement  intended  to  be  forwarded  to 
me,  and  then  transmit  them  also. 

The  drafts  will,  I have  learned  at  the  Indian  Bureau,  be  paid  by  the  War 
Department  on  presentation,  provided  the  intermediate  transfers  are  regular: 
the  absence  of  the  required  regularity  caused  the  rejection  of  two  of  them. 
But  the  claims  of  those  who  bought  up,  by  way  of  speculation,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  future  payment,  the  negro  rations,  must  be  investigated  before  they 
can  be  finally  acted  on,  as  to  which  Lieutenant  Seawell  is  instructed. 

Be  pleased  to  communicate  to  that  officer  all  the  information  that  may 
assist  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  particularly  that  he  may  not  be  sub- 
jected to  the  making  issues  to  those  who  are  not  entitled. 

I am  aware  of  your  ability  to  be  useful  to  the  department,  and  have  every 
confidence  in  your  willingness  to  exercise  it. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

- GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  G.  Vashon, 

Cherokee  Jig  ml  Wcsl^  Fort  Gibson.,  A,  T. 
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Emigration  of  Indiana, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct.  20,  1832. 

Sir:  Two  of  the  tribes  from  Ohio,  the  Shawneesof  Wapaughkonnetta,  and 
the  Ottaways,  are  now  on  their  way  to  their  new  lands  near  the  Kansas  river. 
They  will  pass  St.  Louis,  it  is  believed,  before  the  1st  of  November.  The 
superintendent,  at  present,  is  James  B.  Gardiner,  the  disbursing  officer  j 

Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane.  On  their  arrival  at  the  Indians’  lands  the  functions  f 
of  these  officers  will  cease;  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Secretary  that  you 
should  then  assume  the  duty  of  subsisting  the  Indians  during  the  year  which 
they  are,  according  to  the  treaty,  entitled  to  be  provisioned,  as  well  as  those 
relations  with  them  which  result  from  your  superintendency. 

You  will  please  immediately  on  the  reception  of  this  to  advertise  for 
complete  rations,  (see  page  8th  of  the  regulations,)  for  both  tribes,  about  [' 
500  in  number. 

The  rations  to  be  delivered  on  the  Indian  lands  at  one  or  two  certain 
points  in  the  territory  of  each  tribe,  and  the  contractor  to  be  at  every  ex- 
pense in  the  delivery:  so  that  the  Governmenynay  have  to  pay  no  expense 
whatever  on  account  of  subsistence  but  what  attaches  to  its  agents,  one  of 
whom  will  he  selected  by  you  for  each  tribe  to  inspect  every  delivery,  and 
see  that  the  Indians  are  dealt  fairly  by.  The  Indians  may  receive  a portion  of  i 
their  meat  ration  in  live  stock,  and  the  ration  may,  occasionally,  be  changed 
in  some  of  its  parts,  for  instance,  from  beef  to  pork,  provided  it  cause  no  ! 
enhancement  of  the  price.  ' 

And  all  the  stock  received  as  rations  should,  to  prevent  fraud,  be  branded  j; 
U.  S.  The  agent  you  may  select  to  perform  this  duty  for  each  tribe  will 
be  instructed  in  it  by  Lieutenant  Lane,  whom  you  will  please  to  consult  as 
to  any  thing  relating  to  this  business.  ' 

At  the  end  of  each  quarter  at  farthest,  or,  if  the  contractor  pleases,  month- 
ly, he  will  hand  to  you  the  requisitions  drawn  upon  him  by  the  asssistant 
agent,  when  you  will  have  them  abstracted,  and  forward  the  whole  to  me  : 
as  vouchers  for  the  transactions,  and  in  support  of  the  drafts,  which  you  are  i 
authorized  then  to  draw  on  me  in  payment  of  the  issues.  i 

The  business  of  each  tribe  will,  in  all  respects,  be  kept  separate  and  dis-  ' 
tihct.  I will  thank  you  to  keep  me  apprized  of  the  progress  of  the  business,  ^ 
and  of  all  matters  of  interest  that  may  arise 

Enclosed  are  the  regulations,  forms  of  contract,  and  bond,  with  two  books  I 
of  requisitions  or  returns,  and  some  blank  abstracts. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIHSON,  C.  G.  S. 

I’o  General  William  Clark, 

Supermtendent  Indian  .dffairs^  St.  Louis,  Mo^ 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct.  23,  1832. 

Sir;  Since  mine  of  yesterday,  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th 
instant,  enclosing  a provision  return  and  abstract  of  issues  to  emigrant  Che-  j 
rokees,  and  a statement  of  the  drafts  drawn  in  commutation  of  the  year’s  | 
^Tibsistenc-e.  ' 
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The  information  asked  for  yesterday  will,  notwithstanding,  be  very  ne- 
cessary to  Lieutenant  Seaweil  in  his  operations,  and  I will  be  obliged  by 
your  communicating  it  to  him. 

Respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Captain  G.  Vashon, 

Cherokee  Jigent  West,  Fort  Gibson,  A,  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary/  General  Subsistence,  Oct.  23,  1832. 

' Sir:  I have  just  received  from  Captain  Vashon  a return  and  abstract  of 
provisions  received  of  Major  Curry,  and  issued  to  the  emigrant  Cherokees, 
and  your  receipt  for  balance  of  said  provisions,  together  with  an  abstract  of 
the  drafts  drawn  in  commuting  the  emigrants’  claims  for  the  year'^s  supply 
of  provisions,  upon  the  requisitions  of  Major  Curry.  The  abstract,  he  says, 
“ is  formed  with  a view  to  present  a register  of  the  emigrants  embraced  in 
the  superintendent’s  requisition,  the  provision  issued  to  them,  and  the  settle- 
ment by  draft.”  I yesterday  wrote  to  Captain  Vashon,  requesting  him  to 
furnisli  you  with  a statement  of  the  drafts  drawn  by  him  on  account  of  the 
year’s  subsistence.  He  has  thus  anticipated  me.  1 suppose  he  has  furnish- 
ed you  with  the  same.  But  this  statement  does  not  contain  any  thing  re- 
specting those  whose  claims  were  rejected,  whom  Major  Curry  decided 
should  not  be  rationed,  but  whose  claims  have  since  been  acknowledged  by 
the  department,  and  as  to  the  speculations  on  whom  I directed  you  on  the 
17th  instant  to  make  an  investigation. 

Notwithstanding  the  possession  by  me  of  the  statement  of  drafts,  the 
plan  laid  down  for  you  in  my  last  need  not  be  essentially  changed. 

It  is  desirable,  at  all  events,  to  have  a document  containing  the  informa- 
tion asked  for,  and  such  an  one  you  can  make. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  W.  Seawell, 

Uisbursing  */igent  Cherokees,  Fort  Gibson,  A.  T, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct,  25,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  ultimo,  enclosing  the  certificate  of  John  Sailor 
and  Henry  Carmer  as  to  the  damage  done  by  Indian  horses,  which  are  said 
to  have  broken  into  a cornfield  belonging  to  John  Barns,  and  destroyed  ten 
dollars’  worth  of  corn,  is  received.  The  Government  cannot  be  responsible 
for  such  trespasses  as  this.  Should  it  acknowledge  the  justice  of  such  claims 
there  would  be  no  end  to  the  exactions  of  persons  to  whose  carlessness  alone 
their  losses  are  most  probably  attributable. 

The  paper  is  returned  to  you. 

Respectfully,  &c, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  removal  Ohio  Indiami  Indianapolis^  Indiana, 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Oct,  25,  IS 32. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  26th  ultimo,  enclosing  a copy  of  a letter  from  Captain 
Brown  respecting  the  repairing  of  roads,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the 
emigration  of  the  Choctaws,  has  been  received. 

You  remark  in  writing  on  this  subject,  that  you  ‘‘fear  that  little  has 
been  done  in  the  way  of  roads,  &c.  on  the  west  side.’’ 

Sometime  in  July  last,  a letter  and  report  were  received  from  Captain 
Brown. 

The  proposed  operations  in  road-making  and  mending  were  very  exten- 
sive, and  would  prove  costly.  Having  just  previously  directed  him  to  sus- 
pend every  thing  calculated  to  create  pecuniary  expenditure,  except  that  he 
might  go  on  with  any  necessary  repairs  between  Little  Rock  and  Fort 
Smith,  and  Little  Rock  and  Helena,  I submitted  the  papers  to  you,  when 
you  concurred  with  me  in  opinion  that  it  would  be  hazardous  to  devote  the 
public  funds  to  works  which,  on  an  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  course 
the  emigration  would  take,  might  be  totally  useless.  And,  moreover,  it 
was  understood  that  this  uncertainty  could  not  be  removed  till  after  your 
arrival  in  the  old  Choctaw  country, when,  by  a consultation  with  your  brother, 
and  the  obtaining  of  information  through  others,  the  direction  of  the  emi- 
grating movement  could  be  laid  down, 

I trust  that  you  have  obtained  such  information  as  may  enable  you  to 
avoid  many  of  the  difficulties  which  beset  the  emigration  of  the  last  year. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Superintendent  removal  Choctaws  West,  Memphis,  Tennessee. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  Genet'al  Subsistence,  October  25,  1832, 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  has  been  re- 
ferred to  me. 

Your  proposals  for  supplying  rations  to  the  Cherokees  cannot  be  acted  on, 
except  through  my  agent  for  making  disbursements  in  the  removal  of  that 
tribe:  you  will  therefore  please  to  make  any  communications  on  the  subject 
to  him. 

The  disbursing  agent  is,  at  present.  Lieutenant  F.  L.  Dancey.  He  is  at 
the  Agency. 

Respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSOI^,  C.  G.  S. 

To  James  Cowan,  Esquire, 

Cowansville,  Rhea  county,  Tennessee. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  October  26,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  25th  September,  and  1st  and  3d 
instant,  and  I will  now  reply  to  suck  parts  of  them  as  need  attention. 
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It  is  your  opinion  that  the  amount  of  transportation  allowed  will  fall  short 
of  being  sufficient,  if  the  Indian  horses  are  not  foraged  agreeably  to  the  su- 
perintendent’s estimate. 

This  allowance  cannot  be  made;  and,  if  it  could,  it  is  almost  too  late  to 
authorize  it,  for,  before  this  reaches  you,  the  Indians  will  no  doubt  have 
crossed  the  Mississippi. 

You  recommend  a commutation  in  lieu  of  the  payment  of  the  actual  ex- 
penses of  the  subsistence  and  transportation  of  the  agents.  There  cannot  be 
any  change  in  this  respect.  But,  you  will  proceed  in  this  way  to  ascertain 
these  expenses.  Where  it  is  practicable,  for  instance,  on  the  line  of  march, 
or  on  board  of  steamboats,  the  disbursing  agent  will  provide  both  transporta- 
tion and  subsistence  of  suitable  kinds,  for  all  the  agents  attached  to  the  divi- 
sion he  is  connected  with.  But,  under  other  circumstances,  the  agents  must 
keep  a memorandum  of  expenditures,  and,  when  convenient,  take  bills  for 
the  same,  the  amount  of  all  which  the  disbursing  agent  will  refund  on  the 
approval  of  the  superintendent;  these  allowances  to  commence  on  the  1st 
day  of  actual  duty  in  the  collection  of  the  Indians,  and  to  terminate  on  the 
arrival  west. 

The  horse  turned  over  to  you  by  Mr.  Cross  will  be  sold  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, and  the  amount  received  entered  on  your  account. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  W.  R,  Montgomery, 

Disbursing  Agent  Chottaw  removaU  Vicksburg^  JVli. 


, (circular.) 

Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  October}2*1  ^ 1832. 

Sir;  Herewith  is  an  extract  of  a letter  to  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery, 
in  reply  to  one  from  him  on  the  subject  of  the  mode  of  supplying  the  agents 
with  the  actual  transportation  and  subsistence,  and  the  time  of  commencing 
the  allowances  for  the  same. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

The  above  circular  was  addressed  to  the  following  persons: 

Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton,  disbursing  agent,  &c.,  Vicksburg;  Lieutenant 
J.  R.  Phillips,  disbursing  agent,  &c.,  Choctaw  Agency;  Wm.  Armstrong, 
esquire,  superintendent  removal  Choctaws,  Nashville;  Captain  John  Page, 
disbursing  agent,  Memphis;  Lieutenant  J.  Van  Horne,  disbursing  agent 
Choctaw  removal;  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  superintendent  Choctaw  re- 
moval, Memphis. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  October  31,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  is  at  hand.  I regret  the  delay  that  has  oc- 
curred in  the  transmission  of  money  due  you  for  rides. 
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The  account  was  reported  by  the  Second  Auditor  on  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber, and  has  been  lying  almost  ever  since  in  the  Second  Comptroller’s  office. 

After  accounts  leave  this  office  I have  no  control  over  them,  and  it  is  al- 
ways presumable  that  they  are  despatched  by  the  several  branches  of  the 
Treasury  through  which  they  have  to  pass,  with  all  practicable  haste. 

In  this  case,  I believe  the  delay  resulted  from  the  absence  of  the  Second 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury.  ' 

The  warrant  for  the  sum  due  you  will  go  by  this  mail. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  5'. 

To  Mr.  H.  Deringer, 

Philadelphia, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

OJjUce  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  JYov,  2^  1832. 

Sir:  I send  you  herewith  the  account  of  the  sales  of  Choctaw  cattle, 
made  prior  to  the  last  year’s  emigration,  with  a certificate  of  deposite  in  the 
Branch  Bank  at  Natchez,  of  the  amount  which  accrued  from  said  sales,  to 
wit,  iSl,365  75;  and  Mr.  William  Dowsing’s  account  for  services  rendered 
as  acting  agent  for  the  valuation  and  sale  of  cattle. 

I request  that  the  amount  of  Mr.  Dowsing’s  claim  may  be  remitted  to  him. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON*  a G,  S. 


To  William  B.  Lewis,  Esq., 

Second  Auditor  Treasury, 


Emigration  op  Indians* 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence j JYov,  10,  1832. 
Sir:  Herewith  is  an  account  of  Major  R.  L.  Baker  of  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment, for  some  articles  furnished  by  him  for  the  service  of  the  Choctaw 
removal. 

I request  that  the  amount*  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  twelve 
cents,  may  be  refunded  to  that  department  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
exchange  of  lands,  per  act  of  the  28th  of  May,  1830. 

Respectfully,  &c  , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  <7.  A'. 

To  William  B.  Lewis,  Esq., 

Second  Auditor  Treasury, 


Emigration  op  Indians* 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  JVbv.  10,  1832, 
Sir:  A letter  from  Mr.  S.  Ward  to  E.  Herring  of  the  Indian  Bureau, 
dated  30th  May  ultimo,  stating  that  Colonel  Byrne  had  made  a sale  of 
Choctaw  cattle,  and  that  the  amount,  ®463  34,  had  been  deposited  in  the 
irori  chest  of  your  agency,  has  been  referred  to  me. 

I request  that  you  will  deposite  said  money,  with  any  other  which  may 
have  been  subsequently  received  from  the  same  source,  in  the  Branch  of 
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the  United  States’  Bank  at  Natchez,  and  forward  the  certificate  of  deposite 
to  me. 


Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 


To  William  Ward,  Esq., 

Choctaiv  Agent , Mississippi, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsisience,  Nov.  10,  1832, 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  9th  December,  1831,  and  9th  September  ultimo,* 
to  thCvSecretary  of  War,  with  account  for  services  in  selling  cattle,  state- 
ment of  valuation  and  sales,  and  certificate  of  the  deposite  in  i he  Branch 
Bank  at  Natchez  of  the  proceeds  of  said  sales,  to  wit,  ®],36/>  75,  have 
been  referred  to  me.  The  accounts  have  been  audited,  and  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  will  remit  you,  in  payment  for  your  services,  ^265  75. 

Respectfully'^  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  S, 

To  William  Dowsing,  Esq., 

Late  Acting  Agent  for  vMuing  cattle,  Columbus,  Mississippi. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Ojjicc  Commissanj  General  Subsistence,  .Kov.  13,  1832. 

Sir:  Previous  to  the  Choctaw  emigration  of  last  year,  a number  of  the 
Indian  cattle  was  taken  under  appraisement  in  accordance  with  treaty  stipu- 
lations. A part  of  the  cattle  will  be  paid  for  in  money  at  the  appraisement 
prices,  and  the  remainder  in  like  cattle  to  i)e  procured  by  you. 

It-is  believed  that  the  Indians  have  no  evidence  of  the  kind  of  cattle  or 
amount  of  money  to  which  they  are  entitled,  because  the  cattle  agent  was 
not  instructed  by  the  Indian  Department  to  furnish  them  with  many.  You 
will  find  a statement  herewith  showing  the  names  of  persons  from  whom 
the  cattle  were  received,  a description  of  said  cattle,  the  number  to  be  fur- 
nished, the  amount  of  money  to  be  paid  in  each  case,  &.c. 

As  soon  as  you  receive  this,  you  will  make  arrangements  to  procure  the 
cattle  according  to  the  description;  and  you  will  notify  the  Indians  that 
you  will  be  ready  at  a certain  time  to  liquidate  their  claims  for  the  cattle 
turned  over  by  them  to  Government  in  the  fall  of  1831.  In  order  to  avoid 
impositions,  you  will  not  make  public  the  names  of  the  persons  entitled,  or 
the  number  and  kind  of  cattle,  and  the  amount  of  money  due  them;  except  in 
cases  where  this  course  would  be  absolutely  necessary  from  the  death  of 
such  persons,  and  that  their  representatives  may  be  enabled  to  claim. 

The  payments  will  be  made  on  a roll  similar  to  that  now  sent  you,  but 
with  such  variations  as  you  ma)"  deem  necessary;  and  the  receipt  of  each 
individual,  properly  witnessed,  placed  opposite  the  payment  he  shall  have 
received. 

The  expenditures  in  this  business  being  provided  for  by  a fund  specially 
appropriated,  (of  which  the  treasurer  will  deposite  to  your  credit,  in  the 
24 
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Branch  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  ^4,500,)  yon  will  keep  them  entirely  sepa- 
rate from  your  other  accounts;  and  you  will  forward  to  me,  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable, all  the  papers  required  in  the  settlement. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Disbursing  *Bge7itf  Fort  Towson, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsislence,  November  17,  1832. 
Sir:  T herewith  submit  for  payment  the  following  drafts,  drawn  by 
George  Vashon,  esquire,  agent  of  the  Cherokees  west,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
appropriations  named  below.  ^ 


* 

Appropriations 
for  transporting 
and  subsistence 
Indians,  act  l3ih 
July,  1832. 

Appropriation 
of  exchanged 
lands,  act  28th 
May,  1380. 

Gratuity  of  $50 
for  every  five 
emigrants, 
act  4ih  June, 
1832. 

May  22, 

Favor  of  Allen  Wheeler 

$40  00 

19, 

a 

Arch’d  Nelms  - 

- 

$97  50 

26, 

a 

Malachi  Parris  - 

32  50 

sio  00 

June  1, 

it 

Acca  Took 

195  00 

July  12, 

R.  Rowe 

81  60 

««  22, 

a 

Duval  and  Carnes 

747  50 

24, 

a 

Wm.  Hendrix  - 

345  16 

“ 24, 

a 

Duval  and  Carnes 

677  35 

3,627  15 

Total 

- 

$2,037  51 

^83,806  25 

$10  00 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  John  Robb,  Esquire, 

.Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  November  19,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson  .in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  money,  and  providing  other  cattle  for  the  cattle  taken  un- 
der appraisement  from  the  Choctaws,  previous  to  the  emigration,  in  the  fall 
of  1831.  If  you  have  any  information  that  you  think  would  be  useful  to 
that  gentleman*  please  furnish  him  wi'hit.  I have  received  your  letters  of 


* The  authority  to  draw  had  been  given  by  the  OiEce  Indian  ASairs,  by  whose  directions 
also,  thesb  Imlians  had  been 
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the  10th,  28th,  and  31st  of  October,  on  the  subject  of  the  removal,  and  am 
gratified  with  the  prospect  of  a cheap  and  expeditious  operation. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S, 

To  Major  F,  W.  Armstrong, 

Superintendent  removal  Choctaivs^  Little  Rock^  L T* 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  20,  1832, 

SiRt  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  3d  and  6th  instant,  and  address 
you  in  pursuance  of  your  request  at  Fort  Gibson,  A copy  of  the  letter  in- 
structing you  as  to  your  ulterior  operations  is  herewith.  I send  it  you, 
fearing  the  original  may  have  miscarried^  as  you  had  undoubtedly  not  re- 
ceived it  at  the  date  of  your  last.  For  the  same  reason,  I send  you  a copy 
of  a letter  to  Captain  Brown^  extracts  from  which  accompanied  the  former. 
Most  of  the  instructions  contained  in  the  letter  to  you,  are  now,  of  course, 
no  longer  applicable:  they  serve  to  show,  however,  what  the  intentions  of 
the  department  were,  l.tut  you  will  there  perceive  the  course  pointed  out 
for  the  person  to  pursue,  whom  you  were  to  appoint  to  do  the  business  you 
are  now  performing,  and  you  will  be  governed  accordingly. 

The  letter  to  Captain  Brown  will  point  out  to  you  what  the  intentions  of 
the  department  are  on  the  subject  of  your  supply  of  provisions  for  the  Sene- 
cas and  Shawnees,  and  you  will  be  enabled  previous  to  any  communications 
with  that  bfficer  to  act  in  correspondence  with  those  intentions. 

You  will  remain  with  the  Indians  as  long  as  Captain  Brown  and  yourself 
may  deem  it  advisable,  or  at  least  until  matters  connected  with  their  removal 
are  ssatisfactorily  adjusted,  after  which  you  will  return  to  this  city  for  the 
jiurpbse  of  settling  your  accounts. 

It  is  pOrceived  that,  previous  to  leaving  St.  Louis,  you  obtained  an  advance 
of  ^3,do0  from  Governor  Clark,  and  left  him  your  check  for  that  amount. 
This  was  well,  as  a deposite  of  JS5,000  had  been  made  to  your  credit  in  the 
Branch  Bank  of  that  place. 

In  the  absence  of  regular  and  detailed  estimated  from  Mr.  Gardiner,  and, 
indeed,  with  no  clue  to  guide,  the  above  amount  was  deemed  sufficient,  in 
addition  to  the  §^^0,000  previously  applied  to  that  service.  As  you  will  not 
be  able  to  avail  yourself  of  the  balance  of  g2,000  in  the  Bank  at  St.  Louis, 
you  will  forward  to  Governor  Clark  a check  for  the  same,  and  request  him 
to  transmit  his  receipt  to  you  at  this  place,  under  cover  to  me.  Bui  as, 
from  your  statement,  you  may  want  funds,  you  are  authorized  to  draw  on 
Captain  Brown,  should  yOu  not  have  had  already,  prior  to  the  receipt  of  this, 
an  understanding  with  him  as  to  what  you  shall  do.  The  public  horses,  &c., 
will  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  credited  on  your  accounts. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  JJgent  removal  Ohio  Indians,  Fort  Gibson,  A.  T. 


/ 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Oornmissai'y  General  Subsistence.  November  20,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  several  communications,  dated  the  24th  of  October  and  2d 
November,  with  their  enclosures,  are  received. 

I am  not  a little  surprised  that  the  demand  for  money  should  be  so  press- 
ing, when  it  is  considered  that  the  entire  expenditures  for  the  removal  and 
subsistence  of  one  thousand  Indians,  according  to  the  estimate  first  sent  to 
this  department,  by  order  of  Mr.  Gardiner,  would'fall  short  of  ^25,000,  and 
this  amount  has  already  been  exceeded,  for  about  seven  hundred  Indians  at 
a vast  distance  from  the  points  of  destination.  Not  foreseeing  the  course 
you  would  deem  it  advisable  to  pursue,  I deposited  to  Lieutenant  Lane’s  cre- 
dit in  the  Branch  Bank  at  St.  Louis,  $5,000,  of  which  he  has  anticipated 
in  favor  of  Governor  Clark,  S3, 000.  As  you  have  intimated  yduf  intention 
of  drawing  on  this  department  for  the  expenses  of  the  removal;  and  as  you 
have,  no  doubt,  been  apprized  ere  this,  by  Governor  Clark,  that  he  would 
- provide  for  the  Indians  as  soon  as  they  were  located,  I shall  not  remit  any 
funds. 

Your  drafts  will  be  promptly  met. 

With  respect  to  the  public  horses,  and  other  property,  you  may  act  as  yoti 
think  most  conducive  to  the  public  interests. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S 

To  Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

U.  S.  Army,  Snperintemlcni  removal  Ohio  Indians,  Sli  Louis,  J\Io. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Offiice  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  20,  1832, 

Sir:  Herewith  is  a copy  of  a letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  ISth  of  Octo- 
ber in  relation  to  the  subsistence  of  the  Senecas  of  Sandusky,  and  the  Sene- 
cas and  Shawnees. 

Tois  latter  tribe,  I am  just  informed,  separated  from  the  other  Ohio  tribes 
at  St.  Louis,  and. is  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Lane,  who  proceeds  with  it 
as  disbursing  agent,  and  will  in  all  respects  act  in  conformit}^  with  the  di- 
rections pointed  out  as  being  intended  to  govern  the  officer  whom  it  was 
at  first  intended  he  should  appoint  to  that  duty.  You  will  also  find  enclosed 
a copy  of  the  letter  addressed  to-day  to  Lieutenant  Lane  on  this  subject. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Bisb^g  Agent  renrl  Lidtins,  Little  Rock,  xfl.  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  21,  1832. 

Sir:  I addressed  you  on  the  20th  ultimo  relative  to  the  providing  the 
year’s  subsistence  for  the  two  tribes  of  Ohio  Indians  now  on  their  way  to 
the  Kansas;  since  when  i have  been  apprized  of  the  changes  which  Colonel 
Abert,  under  the  authority  vested  in  him,  has  deemed  it  propef  to  make 
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with  regard  to  the  arrangments  of  the  removal.  These  will  not  affect  the 
purposes  of  the  department  as  stated  to  you  in  the  letter  above  referred  to, 
and  you  will  please  to  proceed  as  there  requested. 

Lieutenant  Lane  informs  me  that  you  advanced  him  three  thousand  dol- 
lars in  anticipation  of  any  money  that  might  be  deposited  to  his  credit  at 
St.  Louis,  for  which  he  gave  you  his  check. 

A credit  having  been  placed  to  Lieutenant  Lane  of  five  thousand  dollars 
in  the  Branch  Bank  of  that  city,  you  may  now  be  enabled  to  receive  the 
amount  of  said  advance.  The  balance  of  two  thousand  dollars  will  not  be 
available  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended,  and  Lieutenant  Lane 
has  been  directed  to  send  you  an  order  to  receive  it.  You  will  please  to 
apply  it  to  the  furnishing  of  subsistence;  but,  should  you  have  made  any 
further  advanced  on  account  of  the  emigration,  you  may  liquidate  them  to 
the  extent  of  this  sum. 

Further  fehiittances  would  be  made  in  aid  of  the  removal  of  the  Shaw- 
nees  and  Oitavvays,  but  for  the  intention  (lolonel  Abert  has  expressed  of 
drawing  on  this  department  for  whatever  sum  he  may  want. 

You  will  please  to  communicate  with  me  as  freqenily  as  may  be  required 
to  convey  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  two  tribes  as  relates 
to  their  subsistence  during  the  year  after  their  arrival  wbst. 

I have  this  moment  received  yours  of  the  8th  instant;  and,  agreeably  to 
your  wish,  send  you  herewith  several  copies  of  the  regulations.’^ 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

To  General  Wilijam  Cilark,  GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

Supjsrmlendent  Indian  tdffairs,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  2\,  1832. 


Sir:  Herewith,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  for  payment  the  following 
drafts  drawn  by  George  Vashon,  esquire,  agent  of  the  Cherokees  west,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  appropriations  named  below. ^ 


Appropriation 
excliartgo  lund^. 

Gratuity  of  $60 
for  every  5 emi- 
grants, per  aet 
4th  June,  1832. 

March  S,  1832. 
June  1, 

a 

IL 

2G, 

Favor  of  John  Jordan,  » 
Resin  Falling,  - 
Rhoda  Rice, 

Avery  Vann, 
Little  Bird,  ° 

§181  98 
32  50 
65  00 
70  00 
46  12 

§20  00 

»395  60 

§20  00 

Nole. — All  payable  to  R.  Smith,  cashier. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

To  Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

Secretary  of  PVar. 


* See  note  at  pag’C  186 
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Emigration  OP  Indians,  ^ 

0^c(t  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  22,  1832.  '’f 

■ 1 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  August  15  was  duly  received.  The  account  of  , Doc- 
tor Christian  for  surgical  services  will  be  allowed.  It  is  returned  herewith.,  j 

Before  admitting  the  claim  of  Victor  and  family,  I think  it  better  that  an  , 
investigation  of  it  should  be  made  by  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  who  has  paid  ] 
most  of  those  who  have  emigrated  under  similar  circumstances. 

The  document  will  be  sent  to  him  for  that  purpose,  with  directions  to  re-  j 
turn  it  to  you.  If  he  has  not  paid  the  persons  therein  named,  you  will  do  i 
so.  A copy  of  it  is  enclosed,  which  may  be  serviceable  to  you.  ‘ ' 

Respectfully,  &c.,  , ’ 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  61  : 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  I 

Principal  Bisb'‘g  Ageht,  Little  Roch,  %fi.  T, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

OJice  Commissary  Gentral  Subsistence,  November  22,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a document  forwarded  to  me  by  Lt.  Rains  through  Caph 
Brown, with  a view  to  my  decision  upon  the  ciaim  of  the  persons  therein  named 
for  the  t(3n  dollars  bounty  for  emigrating  on  their  own  resources.  You  will 
examine  and  return  it  to  Capt.  Brown,  with  a report  whether  you  have  paid 
any  of  those  persons;  and  such  other  facts  as  lUay  Come  to  your  knowledge 
for  an  investigation  of  the  case.  I conceive  that  impositions  may  be  rea- 
dily practised  by  a demand  of  a second  payment  from  either  yourself  or 
Lieut.  Rains.  I send  you  also  a copy  of  a certificate  contained  in  a voucher 
of  Lieut.  Rains’s  account  for  the  2d  quarter  of  this  year. 

I perceive,  on  looking  at  the  commutation  roll  in  your  2d  quarter’s  ac- 
counts, that  3mu  paid  a man  b):  the  nanre  of  Fistamba,  on  ihe  11th  of 
April,  and  that  his  commutation  ticket  has  been  returned  by  you  for  four 
persons.  You  will  see,  on  the  certificate  enclosed,  the  name  of  Pistamba 
with  three  other  persons  in  the  same  brace:,  they  may  be  the  very  four  paid 
by  you.  I would  remark,  that  Lieut  Rains’s  voucher  contains,  in  addition, 
the  name  of  Oaklahoya,  within  the  brace  containing  Pistambee  to  Tasotubbee, 
inclusive;  thus  making  five  instead  of  four  as  contained  on  the  certificate 
herewith.  My  object  is  to  have  this  matter,  too,  investigated  so  far  as  you 
are  instructed  to  proceed  in  the  former  case,  and  report  to  me  direct. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Disbursing  *^gent  Choctaw  removal,  Fort  Towson* 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Ojjice  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  23,'  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  24th  September  and  15th  Octo- 
ber, with  their  enclosures.  You  say  in  the  former,  that,  until  the  reception 
of  mine  of  August  21,  you  were  not  aware  that  it  was  necessary  for  you  to 
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make  estimates  of  funds  on  me;  that  you  have  heretofore  made  them  on 
Capt.  Brown. 

You  will  continue  to  send  your  estimates  to  Capt  Brown,  but  will  always 
furnish  me  with  a duplicate. 

The  horses  and  oxen  reported  in  your  return  for  the  3d  quarter,  are 
stated  by  you  to  be  no  longer  necessary,  and  you  ask  how  they  shall 
be  disposed  of.  You  will  sell  them,  together  with  the  saddles,  &c.,  and 
credit  the  proceeds  on  your  next  account. 

The  repairing  of  the  keehboat  is  approved.  I am  glad  to  understand 
that  ^‘full  arrangements  are  made  for  furnishing  the  year’s  supply  of  provi- 
sions for  the  emigrants”  of  the  last  year’s  removal.  The  preparations  for 
the  present  emigration  will,  I trust,  be  of  such  a character  as  to  insure  effi- 
ciency and  economy  in  the  administration  of  the  service  to  which  you  are 
attached. 

I request  that  you  will  communicate,  as  often  as  possible,  the  progress  of 
the  service,  as  well  with  respect  to  the  emigrants  of  the  past,  as  those  of  the 
present  year,  who  are  now  on  their  way  west. 

You  will  take  every  precaution  to  inform  yourself  accurately  of  the  posi- 
tion or  location  of  every  company  of  new  settlers,  so  as  to  enable  you  and 
your  assistants  to  identify  them. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Disbursing  %dgent\  Choctaw  removal^  Fort  Towson. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  November  24,  1S32. 

Sir:  On  the  24th  August,  a letter  was  addressed  to  you,  requesting  that 
Lieut.  F.  L.  Dancey  might  be  placed  under  the  direction  of  this  depart- 
ment, to  be  employed  as  disbursing  agent  in  the  removal,  &c.,  of  the  Che- 
rokees  from  Georgia. 

The  appointment  of  Lieut.  Dancey  was  asked  for  on  the  emergency  of  the 
case;  and  it  was  known  that  he  could  not  be  spared  for  a great  length  of 
time  from  the  duties  he  was  then  performing.  He  is  now  required  to  finish 
drawings,  &c.,  in  the  Topographical  Bureau,  and  I therefore  respectfully 
request,  in  order  that  I may  relieve  him,  that  Lieut.  William  Day,  of  the 
1st  infantry,  be  directed  to  report  to  me  for  duty  in  the  same  service. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  General  A.  Macomb, 

Commanding  United  States^  Jirmy^  Washington  City, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

OfficQ  ComciKiissary  General  Subsistence^  N'ovemher  24,  1832. 

Sir:  The  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter  received  from  Lieutenant  W. 
Seawell,  disbursing  officer  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Cherokee  emigrants  near 
Fort  Gibson. 
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consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  laborers  here,  I have  to 
quest  that  an  order  be  obtained  directing  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort 
Gibson  to  furnish  me  with  laborers  from  his  command  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  store-houses,  and  such  other  work  as  may  be  required  by  the  de« 
partment/^ 

I have  the  honor  to  request  that  a small  detachment  of  men^  may  be  sent 
from  Fort  Gibson,  and  placed  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Seawell  for 
the  purposes  abovementioned. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,S. 

To  Major  General  A.  Macomb, 

Commanding  U.  N dirmy^  Washington  City« 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  26,  1832* 

Sir:  The  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  Department  has  communicated 
to  me  a letter  from  the  cashier  of  the  Nashville  Branch  Bank  in  relation  to 
your  over-draft;  and  has  requested,  in  order  to  close  your  accounts  on  the 
books  of  the  bank,  that  a deposite  of  the  amount  due  should  be  made  in  it 
to  your  credit. 

This  has  been  done. 

Your  accounts  have  been  settled  in  this  office  for  two  or  three  months,  and 
lying  during  that  time  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor. 

I have  urged  their  final  examination  and  settlement;  but  it  seems  the  pres- 
sure of  business  has  hitherto  prevented  this  from  being  done. 

I am  promised,  however,  that  they  shall  soon  be  closed. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S. 

To  Captain  W.  L.  McClintock, 

U.  S.  Army,  Fort  Preble,  Maine. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Ojjice  Commissm'^  General  Subsistence,  November  26,  18Si2. 

Sir:  I submit  herewith  for  payment  a draft  drawn  by  George  Vashon,. 
agent  for  the  Cherokees  west,  dated  18th  May,  1832,  favor  of  John  Harris, 
a Cherokee  emigrant,  for  the  year’s  provision  due  him,  amount  $32  50,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  for  an  exchange  of  lands,  &c.,  per  act  28th 
May,  1830.  (Vide  note  at  page  186.) 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  0.  G,  S 

To  the  Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  27 , 1832. 

Sir:  1 yesterday  received  a letter  from  Colonel  Abert,  which  informs  me 
that,  in  addition  to  tlie  three  thxnisand  dollars  advanced  by  you  to  Lieuten- 
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ant  Lane,  in  aid  of  the  removal  of  the  Ohio  Indians,  you  have  advanced 
five  thousand  dollars  to  Captain  Z.  C.  Palmer  for  the  same  service. 

I have  therefore,  in  order  to  refund  you  this  latter  sum,  directed  a depo- 
site  to  be  made  in  the  Saint  Louis  Branch  Bank  to  the  credit  of  Captain 
Palmer. 

I have  to  request,  if  it  has  not  already  been  done,  that  a complete  registry 
for  the  Shawnees  and  Ottaways  be  made,  and  forwarded  to  me  as  soon  as 
may  be  practicable.  Herewith  is  a form  ol  muster  roll,  which,  if  necessary, 
may  be  used  for  the  purpose. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON^  e.  G.  S, 

To  General  Wm.  Clark, 

Superintendent  Indian  JlffairSy  Stf  Louis,  Missouri. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

O^ce  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  21,  1832. 

Sir:  lam  apprized  by  Colonel  Abert  that  he  has  appointed  you  to  act  as 
disbursing  agent  in  the  removal  of  the  Shawnees  and  Ottaways.  This  ap- 
pointment is  confirmed.  You  will  be  governed  in  making  up  your  accounts 
by  the  regulations  for  this  S9rvice,  a copy  of  which  Colonel  Abert  has  given 
you,  and  by  the  variations  from  those  regulations  authorized  by  this  depart- 
ment. 

Your  compensation  will  be  that  of  an  assistant  quartermaster,  and  will  be 
drawn  thus:  Your  pay  proper  from  an  army  paymaster,  the  emoluments 
from  the  fund  in  your  possession  for  the  Indian  service.-^ 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GiBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Z.  C.  Palmer, 

Jlcting  Disb.  Jlgt.  remH  Ohio  Indians,  care  of  Gen.  Wm,  Clark,  St  Louis. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  21,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  9th  instant,  with  its  enclosures. 

The  money  advanced  by  Governor  Clark  will  be  refunded. 

You  say  that  if,  on  your  arrival  at  the  frontiers,  it  shall  be  found  that  no 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Indians  under  the 
treaty,  it  will  be  necessary  to  adopt  some.  I trust  that  Governor  Clark,  to 
whom  I wrote  upon  this  subject  on  the  20th  of  October,  has  entered  into  con- 
tracts for  the  necessary  supplies,  and  that  no  diJGTiculty  maybe  e.Nperienced 
in  that  respect. 

Enclosed  is  a letter  this  day  addressed  to  Captain  Palmer. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

I To  Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

! JJ.  S,  Army,  care  oj  General  Wm,  Clark,  St,  Louis, 

I 25 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Novpmber  27,  1832. 

P Sik:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  with  its  enclosures,  has  been  received. 
You  will  be  relieved  in  pursuance  of  the  understanding  at  the  time  you  con« 
sented  to  enter  upon  your  present  duty. 

Lieutenant  W.  Day  has  been  selected  to  succeed  you.  You  will  transfer 
to  him  the  balance  oi  funds  in  your  possession,  with  any  books,  papers,  &c., 
that  may  not  be  necessary  in  the  settlement  of3^our  accounts;  and  you  will 
proceed  to  this  place  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  same. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  F.  L.  Dancey, 

Disbursing  ^gent  Cherokees  east,  Calhoun,  Tennessee, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  27,  1832. 

Sir:  An  order  from  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  General  will  place  you 
under  my  direction  for  service  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Chero- 
kees. You  will  proceed  hence,  without  delay,  to  the  Cherokee  Agency, 
Calhoun,  Tennessee,  where  }'t)u  will  find  Lieutenant  Dancey,  whom  you  will 
succeed. 

A copy  of  the  instructions  heretofore  given  to  him  will  govern  you  in  the 
performance  of  your  duties.  Further  instructions  will  be  given  you  as  occa- 
sion may  call  for  them:  it  is  only  deemed  necessar)^  now  to  direct  your  at- 
tention to  the  objects  for  which  that  gentleman  was  detailed. 

Lieutenant  Dancey  will  be  instructed  to  transfer  the  balance  of  his  funds, 
and  any  papers,  &c.  to  you,  which  may  not  be  required  in  the  settlement 
of  his  accounts. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  W.  Day, 

Disbursing  Jigerd  Cherokees  east,  Washington  City, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissa7'y  General  Subsistence,  December  4,  1832. 
Sir:  I submit  herewith,  for  payment,  a draft  by  George  Vashon,  agent  for 
the  Cherokees  west,  dated  June  I,  1832,  favor  of  Archibald  Bolin,  a Chero- 
kee emigrant  for  the  year’s  provision  due  him  for  his  family  of  five  Chero- 
kee emigrants,  amount  $162  50,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  for  an 
exchange  of  lands,  &e.,  per  act  of  the  2Sth  May,  1830. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  December  5,  1832. 
Sir;  I’submit  herewith,  for  payment,  the  following  drafts  drawn  by  George 
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Vashon,  Cherokee  agent  west,  in  favor  of,  and  payable  to,  the  persons  nam- 
ed, out  of  the  appropriation  for  an  exchange  of  lands  per  act  2Sth  May,  1830. 
May  26,  1832,  Favor  Mrs.  L.  Graves,  payable  to  Rf  . Smith  - ^32  50 
June  23,  “ Wm.  Crittenden  “ ‘‘  - 292  50 

Augusts,  “ Owen  Brady  - 11  80 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  the  Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  December  6,  1832. 
Sir:  I submit  herewith,  for  payment,  a draft  drawn  by  George  Vashon, 
Cherokee  agent  west,  dated  17th  May,  1832,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Eli  Harlin, 
and  payable  to  P.  Holmes  of  New  York,  out  of  the  appropriation  named 
below:^ 

- ^32  50 


From  appropriation  exchange  lands,  per  act  May  28,  1830 
From  appropriation  for  gratuity  of  $50  for  every  five  emigrants 
from  Georgia,  per  act  4th  June,  1832  - - - 


10  00 


g42  50 


To  Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  oj  Wan 


Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Dec.  7,  1832* 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  for  payment,  out  of  the  appropriation  for 
an  exchange  of  lands  per  account  2Sth  May,  1830,  two  drafts  drawn  by 
George  Vashon,  agent  for  the  Cherokees  west,  viz.* 

One  dated  April  9,  1832,  favor  of  John  Jordan,  for  - - i^l42  67 

May  26,  Moses  Parris  - - 227  50 


^370  17 


Both  payable  to  the  order  of  Richard  Smith,  esq.,  cashier. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  Wan 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^' Dec.  11,1832. 

Sir:  Mr.  William  S.  Colquhoun  is  no  longer  an  assistant  agent  in  the 
Choctaw  removal. 


* See  note  at  page  186. 
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He  was  suspended  from  duly  by  Major  Francis  W,  Armstrong  in  No. 
vember,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  confirms  the  act;  but  he  will  be  paid  by 
you  for  his  services  up  to  the  date  of  this  letter,  llih  December, 

You  will  first,  however,  ascertain  to  what  time,  precisely,  Mr.  Colqu* 
houn  has  been  paid  by  the  disbursing  officers. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  Y. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  disbursing  Agents  Liilie  Roch^  j'L  T, 


Emigration  op  Indians,  , 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsislence^  Dec,  11,  1S32. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  21st  of  November  is  just  received,  and  one  of  the 
same  date  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  has  this  day  been  referred  to  me. 

The  Secretary  of  war  approves  the  step  you  have  taken  in  the  suspension 
of  Mr.  Colquhoun  from  duty,  and  now  ratifies  that  act. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  will  not,  therefore,  any  longer  be  considered  an  assistant 
agent  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians. 

Captain  Brown  will  be  instructed  to  pay  him  for  his  services  up  lo  the 
date  of  this  letter.  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e,  G,  S, 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Superintendent  Choctaiv  removal^  Little  Rock^  JL  1\ 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Dec,  11,  1832. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  for  payment  the  following  drafts,  drawn 
by  George  Vashon,  Cherokee  agent  west,  payable  to  R Smith,  esq.,  cashier, 
out  of  the  appropriations  named  below,  (See  note  at  page  186,) 


Date. 

In  Whose  favoi% 

Kxebang^e  lands, 
act  18ih  Ma?, 
1830. 

Gratuity  of 
$50  to  every 

5 enugranta 
per  act  4th 
June,  1832. 

February  24 

April  7 - 
May  21 

May  .24  - 
June  1 * 

June  3 - 

July  12  - 
September  7 
September  29 

Nancy  Thornton 

Samuel  Mackay  - 
Edward  Edwards 

Joseph  Vann 

Mr.  Calenloski  - 
William  liarnage 

Mr.  Coldweather  * 

Birnie  and  Armorer 

Joseph  Wofford 

! 

S 38  96 

58  94i 
260  00 
330  00 

32  50 

65  00 

86  25 

70  35 
170  20 

$10  00 

81,112  20^ 

$10  00 

1 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO,  GIBSON, 

V.  G.  S. 

To  Hon,  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  q/ 
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Emigration  of*  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Dec,  11, 1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  21st  November,  informing  me  that  you  have  in- 
vited proposals  for  supplying  the  Indian  ration,  asking  an  explanation  of 
the  instructions  heretofore  given,  and  making  certain  suggestions  in  relation 
thereto,  is  received. 

It  vras  my  intention,  with  regard  to  feeding  the  Indians,  to  leave  to  your 
judgment  the  appointment  of  such  agents  as  should  be  necessary  to  secure 
the  interests  both  of  the  Government  and  the  Indians,  and  that  the  pay  of 
these  agents  shouM  be  all  the  expense  that  the  Government  would  be  sub- 
jected  to;  the  contractor  bearing  all  the  expense  attendant  on  the  issues. 
You  will  please,  in  this  matter,  pursue  such  course  as  you  may  deem  best 
calculated  to  promote  these  ends.  I accede  to  your  proposition  to  employ 
Major  Cummins.  His  compensation  can  be  regulated  hereaiter  on  the 
settlement  of  the  first  quarter’s  accounts. 

You  ask  for  some  advice  as  to  the  particular  duties  and  the  compensa- 
tion to  be  allowed  to  the  agent  to  be  appointed  to  inspect  the  provisions  is- 
sued to  the  Ottaways.”  The  compensation  will  depend  upon  the  fact  of 
the  person  employed  being  an  agent  of  the  Indian  Department  or  not. 

It  is  desirable  that  he  should  be:  in  this  case,  the  remarks  made  before  in 
relation  to  Major  Cummins  will  apply. 

If  he  is  not  an  agent  of  the  Indian  Department,  you  will  give  him  such 
an  allowance  as  you  may  deem  proper,  and  report  to  me  thereon.  The  par- 
ticular duties  will  be  alike  in  each  case,  and  may  he  stated  succinctly  as  fol- 
lows: the  agent  will  have  a muster-roll  of  the  Indians,  upon  which  he  will 
require  provisions  from  the  contractor.  The  requisitions  will  be  on  a print- 
ed form,  and  will  he  forwarded  to  you  by  the  contractor  as  evidence  that 
the  issues  have  been  made.  The  margin  of  each  requisition  will  be  kept 
by  the  agent  for  the  purpose  of  showing  its  tenor,  and  serving  to  prove,  if 
necessary,  the  correctness  of  the  contractor’s  demands. 

The  agent  will  be  present  at  every  issue,  and  will  take  care  that  the  pro- 
visions are  good  and  of  the  stipulated  quality  and  quantity;  and,  that  he  may 
do  this  correctly,  you  will  please  to  furnish  him  with  a copy  of  the  contract. 
Livestock  may  be  issued,  (see  article?,  section  VI.  of  the  regulations.)  The 
> agent  will,  besides,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  make  an  abstract  of  the  con- 
tractor’s deliveries,  (see  the  form,)  and  this  he  will  be  enabled  to  do  from 
the  margins  before  alluded  to.  This  abstract  he  will  certify  and  forward  to 
you,  upon  the  receipt  of  which  you  will  pay  the  contractor  by  a draft  at 
sight  upon  me,  forwarding  advice,  together  with  the  contractor’s  accounts, 
at  the  same  time. 

It  is  important  that  the  issues  he  confined  to  those  Indians  alone  who  are 
entitled  to  subsistence.  For  this  purpose  you  will  please  to  instruct  the  pro- 
per agent  to  take  a complete  account  of  the  Indians  of  his  tribe,  upon  which 
he  will,  with  as  much  exactness  as  possible,  require  provisions  to  be  issued. 
A copy  of  this  muster-roll  to  be  forwarded  to  me  with  the  first  quarter’s 
accounts.  If  a muster-roll  has  already  been  made,  it  will  be  sent  to  me  im- 
mediately, and  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  difierences  in  the  number  of 
the  tribe  by  death,  birth,  &c.,  since  leaving  Ohio,  be  noted  on  it.  A copy 
will  be  retained  for  the  use  of  the  ag^nt. 

The  original  of  every  contract  will  be  sent  to  me  as  soon  as  made,  and 
one  copy  retained  for  your  use,  and  another  for  the  agent  * 
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Herewith  are  blank  muster-rolls,  provision  requisitions  or  returns,  abstract 
and  account  current. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  General  Wm.  Clark, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  St  Louis,  JWo, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Dec,  12,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  5th  ultimo,  with  abstracts  of  disburse- 
ments for  October,  and  an  estimate  of  funds  for  1st  quarter,  1833.  Capt. 
Brown  will  fill  this  estimate  as  he  has  your  previous  ones. 

1 authorize  you,  in  compliance  with  your  wish,  to  dispose  of  the  two 
keel-boats,  which  will  be  of  no  service  after  the  new  method  of  furnish- 
ing supplies  is  put  in  operation.’’ 

You  will  place  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  these  boats  to  the  credit  of  the 
Indian  fund. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Disbursing  JIgent  Choctaw  removal,  Fort  Towson, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Dec.  12,  1832* 

Sir:  I have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  7th  October,  covering  ac- 
counts for  3d  quarter;  and  a list  of  Cherokee  emigrants  to  whom  Mr. 
Carnes  states  he  has  furnished  rations  for  one  year.  In  the  letter  enclosing 
this  list,  you  remark  that  Edward  Bean,  whose  name  is  on  it,  and  who  has 
sold  his  claim  for  two  rations,  has  been  drawing  his  rations  for  his  family. 
I find  that  Edward  Bean  is  entered  on  Captain  Vashon’s  abstract  of  drafts  in 
commutation  of  Indian  rations,  &c.,  number  77,  and  that  neither  the  amount 
of  the  claim,  nor  the  person’s  name  in  whose  favor  the  draft  was  sold,  is  in- 
serted. 

You  will  see  Captain  Vashon  about  this,  and  endeavor  to  detect,  through 
his  aid,  every  imposition  that  may  be  attempted. 

I addressed  a letter  to  the  commanding  general  with  respect  to  the  la- 
borers which  you  wish  to  procure  from  Eort  Gilson;  and  he  has  referred  it 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  that  post,  wffio  will  doubtless,  ere  this  is  re- 
ceived, have  complied  with  your  wish. 

You  will  pay  these  laborers,  if  soldiers,  50  per  month,  and  charge  it 
to  the  contingencies  of  the  service. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  W.  Seawell, 

Disbursing  Agent  Cherohees  west,  Fort  Gibson,  A.  T. 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Dec.  12,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  21st  of  September  and  4th  Oc- 
tober. The  letter  of  Captain  McClellan  complaining  of  a want  of  funds, 
&c.,  may  be  answered  by  your  saying  to  him  that  I have  referred  said  let- 
ter to  the  Indian  Bureau,  where  so  much  of  it  as  appertains  there  will  be 
acted  on;  and  that  no  expenses  of  the  late  treaty,  except  the  supplying  of 
presents,  &c.,  and  the  payment  for  cattle,  will  be  settled  through  my  agents. 

No  order  has  hitherto  been  taken  on  the  information  conveyed  by  you  of 
Captain  Rogers’s  having  set  up  “two  new  buildings  on  the  Choctaw  land  at 
Fort  Smith,”  because,  it  is  believed  that  the  Indian  agent.  Major  Armstrong, 
has  ample  power  to  act  efficiently  in  such  a case,  and  the  probability  of  his 
being  there  soon  rendering  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  take  any  measures 
thereon.  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

Disbursing  Jigent  Choctaw  removal^  Fort  Smith,  %fi.  T, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Dec,  15,  1832. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  for  payment  the  following  draft  drawn 
by  George  Vashon,  Cherokee  agent  v^est,  payable  to  R.  Smith,  esq., 
cashier,  out  of  the  appropriation  named  below. 

May  15th,  1832,  favor  of  Robert  Rogers,  senior,  S102  96 — Exchange  of 
lands,  act  28th  May,  1830.  * 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  0.  G,  S, 

To  Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Dec.  15,  1832. 
Sir:  Yours  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  five  hundred  rifles 
contracted  for  through  Major  Armstrong,  and  saying’that  they  are  ready  for 
delivery,  has  been  referred  to  me.  I have  requested  Lieutenant  Waite, 
assistant  quartermaster,  to  inform  you  of  the  time  and  place  of  delivery. 
They  will  be  inspected  under  his  direction,  and  by  the  same  person  hereto- 
fore employed,  if  approved  by  him. 

As  soon  as  they  are  shipped,  you  will  forward  your  accounts,  supported 
by  Lieutenant  Waite’s  receipt,  and  the  inspector’s  certificate. 

That  gentleman  will  transmit  the  bill  of  lading  and  policy  of  insurance.  * 
The  boxes  will  be  marked  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  Choctaw  agent. 
Fort  Smith,  Arkansas  Territory. 

Respectfully, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Mr.  H.  Deringer, 


Gun  Manufacturer,  Philadelphia. 


^ See  note  atpafe  186. 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Dec.  15,  1832. 

Sir:  A letter  is  this  day  addressed  to  you  by  the  Acting  Quartermaster 
General,  directing  you  to  act  upon  the  instructions  of  this  department, 
on  the  subject  ol  the  transportation  of  certain  arms.  You  will  please,  there- 
fore, to  apprize  Mr.  H.  Deringer,  gun  manufacturer,  Philadelphia,  that  you 
will  ship,  by  the  first  safe  conveyance  to  New  Orleans,  the  500  rifles  and 
apparatus  connected  with  them,  which  he  has  made  per  order  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  inform  him,  in  due  time,  when  and  where  to  deliver  them 
to  you. 

The  shipment  will  be  made  to  the  address  of  Captain  Shannon,  quarter- 
master, New  Orleans.  Previous  to  the  shipment,  you  will  have  the  guns, 
&c.,  inspected  by  a competent  person,  and  obtain  insurance  on  them  to  the 
amount  of  v^6,000. 

The  policy  should  cover  them  from  Philadelphia  to  their  place  of  desti- 
nation, Fort  Smith,  Arkansas  Territor3^ 

The  premium,  cost  of  inspection,  and  every  other  charge,  ivill  be  paid  by 
Mr.  Deringer,  to  whom  you  will  receipt  for  the  guns,  and  give  your  certi- 
ficate that  they  w^re  securely  boxed.  The  boxes  will  be  marked  Major 
F.  W.  Armstrong,  Choctaw  agent.  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas  Territory.  Be 
pleased  to  forward  to  me,  without  delay,  the  policy  and  bill  of  lading. 

liespectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  C.  A.  Waite, 

.Assistant  Quartermaster,  United  States^  Jlrmy,  Philadelphia* 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Dec.  17,  1832. 

Sir:  Before  instructing  you  on  the  subject  of  the  distribution  of  the  dis-‘ 
bursing  and  assistant  agents,  it  was  desirable  to  possess  tolerably  accurate 
information  as  to  the  number  of  Indian  emigrants,  and  the  proportion  that 
would  scilie  in  proximity  to  the  two  principal  points  of  the  new  Choctaw 
country,  viz.  Fort  Smith  and  Fort  Towson. 

I am  not,  even  now,  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  facts  to  define,  in 
this  respect,  the  duties  that  will  be  required  to  be  performed  by  you,  and  I 
deem  it  proper  to  confide  to  you  the  arranging  of  the  agents,  so  as  to 
meet  the  following  views: 

1.  Each  disbursing  agent  to  be  located  at  some  particular  point  for  the 
purpose  of  superintending  the  issues  to  the  Indians,  and  his  district  to  be 
properly  defined,  and  the  Indians  known  to  him,  that  double  issues  and 
other  impositions  may  be  avoided. 

2,  Each  disbursing  agent  to  have  his  own  particular  roll  by  which  to  be 
governed  in  the  number  of  issues.  These  rolls  can  readily  be  made  from 
the  general  muster-rolls:  they  will,  however,  embrace  all  persons,  whether 
mustered  before  emigration  or  not.  A copy  of  each  of  these  rolls  to  be 
forwarded  as  speedily  as  practicable  to  me,  and  the  quarterly  changes  by 
deaths,  birlhs,  &c.,  noted  on  a proper  document. 
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3.  The  disbursing  agents  to  send  their  money  and  provision  accounts  di- 
rect to  me,  but  to  furnish  the  principal  disbursing  agent  with  a certified 
copy  of  the  abstract  of  disbursements,  with  explanatory  remarks,  and  a 
monthly  statement  of  the  funds  and  provisions  on  hand. 

4.  The  quarterly  estimates  of  funds  to  be  sent  to  the  principal  disbursing 
agent,  who  will  make  out  a general  estimate,  and  forward  the  others  at  the 
same  time,  he  keeping  copies.  The  principal  disbursing  agent  will  be  ena- 
bled to  examine  and  reconcile  the  statements  of  the  disbursing  agents,  and 
the  department  will  have  a succinct  and  compendious  view  of  the  sources  of 
expenditure. 

5.  Issues  of  provisions  may  be  made  after  the  arrival  of  the  Indians  at 
the  places  of  their  permanent  residence,”  according  to  article  7,  section  VI., 
of  the  regulations,  in  larger  quantities,  and  at  longer  intervals,  than  under 
other  circumstances.  This  must  be  done  with  a well  weighed  discretion, 
and  with  every  security  that  no  ill  effects  may  result  from  it.  The  cattle 
so  furnished  must  all  be  branded,  to  prevent  their  being  bought  by  specu- 
lators only  for  the  purpose  of  again  being  furnished  in  fulfilment  of  contracts 
with  the  Government. 

6.  Some  guard  must  be  observed,  also,  with  regard  to  the  corn  that  may 
be  thus  issued.  The  department  is  unwilling  that  these  issues  should  take 
place  until  the  Indians  are  well  settled,  and  then  for  no  longer  period  than 
one  or  two  months. 

7.  Contracts  will,  if  practicable,  be  made  in  every  case,  so  that  there  may 
be  no  occasion  for  the  making  of  issues  by  the  agents  of  the  department. 
Thus  all  the  responsibility  of  keeping  the  provisions,  and  issuing  them,  will 
be  thrown  on  the  contractors.  The  principal  disbursing  agent  will  carry 
this  part  of  the  design  of  the  department  into  effect  without  delay,  and  allow" 
of  exceptions  to  ihe  rule  only  in  unavoidable  cases.  Should  he  succeed  in 
procuring  contracts  as  extensively  as  is  desired,  there  will  be  no  necessity  of 
the  agent’s  keeping  provision  accounts  farther  than  an  abstract  of  the  con- 
tractor’s issues,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  the  principal  disbursing  agent. 
This  abstract  will  be  supported  on  the  part  of  the  contractor  by  the  provi- 
sion requisitions  drawn  on  him  by  the  agent,  which  the  foimer  will  present 
to  the  principal  disbursing  agent  with  his  account.  The  whole  thus  agree- 
ing, the  amount  will  be  paid  by  the  principal  disbursing  agent,  and  inserted 
in  his  general  quarterly  account  as  one  item  or  voucher  thereof.  The  agent 
will  keep  the  margins  of  his  requisitions,  or  provision  returns,  which  may 
be  useful  in  case  of  accident  to  the  checks.  There  will  be,  moreover,  ac- 
cording to  this  system  of  contracts,  no  necessity  for  a greater  amount  of 
funds  in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing  agents  than  will  be  required  to  meet 
the  contingent  expenditures. 

So  much  of  paragraph  3d  of  this  letter  as  relates  to  provision  accounts 
will,  therefore,  be  of  no  effect,  and  the  whole  business  will  be  reduced  to 
that  simplicity  which  is  the  surest  guarantee  of  economy. 

8.  In  the  furnishing  of  the  year’s  supplies  of  provisions,  the  principal  dis- 
bursing agent  will  observe  that  there  are  only  two  heads  of  expenditure,  to 
wit,  subaisience  and  contingencies. 

The  head  of  transportation  has  relation  alone  to  the  expenditure  made  in 
the  active  operations  of  removing  the  Indians. 

9.  In  order  to  carry  the  above  into  effect  with  that  degree  of  efficiency 
which  I am  desirous  should  mark  every  part  of  this  service,  the  principal 
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disburssing  agent  will  visit  the  new  Choctaw  country,  if  his  other  business 
will  permit;  there  make  a proper  disposition  of  all  the  agents;  see  that  the 
mode  of  preparing  the  rolls,  of  keeping  the  accounts,  of  issuing,  &c.,  is  un- 
derstood, ana  that  the  general  economy  of  the  service  is  properly  managed. 

But,  in  making  the  disposition  of  th'e  agents,  he  will,  in  the  first  place, 
consult  William  Armstrong,  esquire,  superintendent  east,  as  to  the  aid  he 
may  want  on  this  side  of  the  iVIississippi;  and  next,  Major  F.  W.  Arm- 
strong, Choctaw  a^nt,  as  to  the  proper  locations  for  the  agents,  “ with  a 
just  regard  to  the  convenience  of  the  Indians.^’  I would  remark,  also,  that 
the  ability  and  experience  of  Lieutenants  Stephenson  and  Rains  demand 
that  they  remain  where  they  are  now  stationed.  The  knowledge  they  have 
already  acquired  of  the  business  may  be  advantageously  used  in  initiating 
the  other  gentlemen  in  their  duties.  j 

10.  The  principal  disbursing  agent  will  have  the  general  superintendence  j 
connected  with  the  subsistence  of  the  Indians  during  the  year  after  their  i 
arrival.  He  will,  as  far  as  necessary,  make  contracts  and  pay  contractors;  | 
distribute  the  funds,  except  in  special  cases;  and  do  all  other  acts  required  ' 
to  effect  the  designs  of  the  department  as  contained  in  those  parts  of  the  re- 
gulations applicable  to  the  subject,  and  in  4he  instructions  above  given. 

He  will  require  frequent  reports  from  the  disbursing  and  other  agents 
acting  under  his  orders,  as  to  the  progress  and  wants  of  the  operations  under 
their  immediate  administration,  and  will  constantly  apprize  this  department 
of  every  matter  of  interest,  consult  it  as  to  every  thing  that  may  be  of  doubt- 
ful character  or  consequence,  and  propose  whatever  views  he  may  deem  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  interest  of  the  Government,  observing  always  as  rigid 
a course  of  economy  as  may  be  consistent  with  good  faith  and  efficiency, 
and  taking  care  that  it  is  not  counteracted  by  lavish  expenditure  of  funds, 
property,  or  provisions,  elsewhere. 

Respectfully,  &c.,  |i 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disb^g  Jlgent,  Little  Rocky  A,  T. 

Emigration  of  Indians, 

Gffice  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  December  18,  1832.  i 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  for  payment  the  following  draft^  drawn 
by  George  Vashon,  Cherokee  agent  west,  payable  to  R.  Smith,  esq.,  cashier,  , 
out  of  the  appropriation  named  below,  viz. 

October  23,  1832,  in  favor  of  Colonel  Walter  Webber,  payable  to  R. 
Smith,  ^398  50 — Exchange  lands,  act  28th  May,  1830.  | 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSONj  C.  G.  | 

To  Honorable  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War, 

Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  December  22,  1832.  i 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  for  payment  the  following  draft*  drawn  ; 
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by  George  Vashon,  Cherokee  agent  west,  payable  to  William  Costin  out  of 
tbe  appropriation  named  below; 

July  24,  1822,  favor  of  John  Schrimsker  i^260  00,  payable  out  of  ex- 
change lands. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  a.  s. 

To  Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Setretary  of  War, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  December  31,  1832. 

Sir;  I have  received  yours  of  the  24th  instant,  with  the  papers  connected 
with  the  shipment  of  rifles  to  New  Orleans,  to  wit:  certificate  ot  inspection, 
policy  of  insurance,  and  bill  of  lading. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  Q.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  C.  A.  Waite, 

^Assistant  Quartermaster  U,  S,  <£L:y  Philadelphia^ 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsist ence,  December  31, 1832. 

Sir;  Herewith  is  the  account  of  Mr.  Henry  Beringer,  and  the  papers 
connected  therewith,  for  500  rifles  furnished  this  department  for  the  use  of 
the  Choctaw  Indians,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  appropriation  for  blankets, 
rifles,  &c.,  per  act  of  the  4th  June,  1832,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  Choc- 
taw treaty  of  September,  1830. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  S. 

To  William  B.  Lewis,  Esq., 

Second  Auditory  Treasury  Department, 

Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  January  4,  1833. 

SiRr  Enclosed  are  the  following  blank  forms  of  account,  viz.  account 
current,  quarterly  abstracts  of  transportation  and  contingencies,  monthly 
abstracts  lor  the  same,  and  bills. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  S.  ^ 

To  Lieutenant  William  Bat, 

Disbursing  Jigent  Cherolcees,  Calhoun,  Tennessee, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  January  4,  1833. 
Sib;  Mr.  Deringer  has  completed  five  hundred  rifles  for  the  Choctaws,^ 
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and  I have  directed  them  to  be  forwarded  to  your  address  by  way  of  New 
Orleans  to  Fort  Smith.  H 

They  are  insured  all  the  way. 

Respectfully,  &C.5 

‘ GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Major  F.  W,  Armstrong, 

Choctaw  Jigent  West^  Little  Roch^  A*  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  January  4,  1833. 

Sir:  Fifty  boxes  containing  500  rifles  have,  been  shipped  from  Philadel- 
phia to  New  Orleans,  care  of  Captain  Shannon,  assistant  quartermaster  at 
that  place,  by  whom  they  will  be  forwarded  to  Fort  Smith  You  will,  im- 
mediately on  the  receipt  of  this,  take  measures  for  forwarding  them  in  case 
they  should  be  left  at  the  mouth  of  White  river,  and  for  the  payment  of  the 
freight  from  New  Orleans  to  Fort  Smith,  'i  he  rifles  are  insured  all  the 
wa})  to  their  place  of  destination : should  any  damage  occur,  you  will  have 
it  estimated,  and  properly  vouched  for,  and  forward  the  vouchers  to  me  that 
the  amount  may  be  recovered. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Jigenty  Little  Rock,  Ji,  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  January  4,  1833. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Waite,  assistant  ‘.quartermaster  ^Philadelphia,  has  ship- 
ped to  your  care  fifty  boxes  of  arms,  marked  F.  W.  Armstrong,  Choctaw 
agent,  Fort  Smith,  A.  T.  You  will  please  pay  the  necessarj^  expenses  of 
freight,  &c.,  and  forward  them  to  Fort  Smith  by  the  first  good  conveyance; 
and  advise  Captain  J.  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent,  Little  Ruck,  of 
the  shipment,  that  he  may  take  measures  for  the  paymentofthe  freight  from 
New  Orleans  to  Fort  Smith. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Captain  Samuel  Shannon, 

Assistant  Quartermaster  U.  S»  A,,  JVew;  Orleans, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan,  4,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  29th  November  has  been  received.  Lieutenant  Dancey 
has  returned  to  this  city,  and  reports  that  Lieutenant  Day  reached  the  agency 
bef  re  his  departure. 

That  officer  has  been  sent  to  the  Cherokee  count r}^ for  the  purpose  of 

making  disbursements  of  commutation  solely*  If  it  should  become  advisa* 
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ble  to  send  an  agent  west,  with  a body  of  Indians,  on  account  of  their  not 
being  willing  to  receive  the  commutation  allowance,  you  will  immediately 
advise  this  department;  and  you  will  be  instructed  accordingly.  Any  money 
you  may  have  in  your  possession,  not  applicable  to  other  ob|»cts,  can  be 
turned  over  to  Lieutenant  Day,  who  will  receipt  for  it. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S. 

To  B.  F.  CuRREY,  Esquire, 

Superintendent  Cherokee  removal^  Calhoun,  Tenn. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  5,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  with  account  of  500  rifles  for  Choc- 
taws, was  duly  received.  The  account  has  been  examined,  found  correct, 
and  transferred  to  the  Auditor  for  final  examination.  The  money  will  be 
transmitted  in  a few  days. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  0.  G.  S. 

To  Mr.  Henry  Deringer, 

JVlanuJacturerpf  arms,  Philadel2ihia. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  5,  1833. 

Sir:  I am  informed  that  Mr.  George  W.  Tryon,  of  Philadelphia,  has 
about  400  rifles,  manufactured  for  the  Choctaws,  ready  for  inspection.  Y 
will  please  to  proceed  in  this  case  as  you  did  in  that  of  Mr,  Deringer, 
cept  as  to  the  amount  of  insurance,  which  will  be  for  ^5,000.  ' 

I am  enabled  to  forward  to  you  a copy  of  the  contract  entered  into* 
both  Mr.  Deringer  and  Mr.  Tryon. 

Respectfully,  &c,,  ^ 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  Si 

To  Lieutenant  C.  A.  Waite, 

Jlssistant  Quartermaster  TJ.  S.  Army,  Philadelphia, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan,  5,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  20th  ultimo,  stating  that  you  have  near  400  rifles  of 
your  contract  ready  for  inspection,  &c.  &c  , is  received. 

Lieutenant  Waite,  assistant  quartermaster  at  Philadelphia,  will  inform 
you  of  the  time  when  it  may  be  convenient  for  him  to  have  them  inspected, 
and  of  the  place  of  delivery.  As  soon  as  they  are  shipped,  you  will  for- 
ward your  accounts,  supported  by  Lieutenant  Waite’s  receipt,  and  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  inspector. 

y ou  will  please  to  include  in  your  accounts  all  the  expenditures  occurring  up 


to  the  time  of  shipment.  The  boxes  will  be  marked  Major  F.  W.  Arm« 
strong,  Choctaw  agent,  Fort  Smith,  A.  T. 

' Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S. 

To  Mr.  George  W.  Tryon, 

Manufacturer  of  arms,  Philadelphia* 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Ojffice  Commissar^'  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  7,  1833. 

^ Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  5th  December,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  has  been 
referred  to  me.  The  account  for  services,  &c  , which  you  write  about, 
was  examined,  audited,  and  allowed;  and  a letter  addressed  to  you  at  Co~ 
lumbus,  Mississippi,  from  this  office,  and  one  from  the  office  of  the  Second 
Auditor,  all  on  the  10th  November  ultimo. 

You  now  write  from  Jackson.  This  change  of  place  is,  no  doubt,  the 
cause  of  your  not  having  heard  from  the  department  in  relation  to  your  bu- 
siness. The  Treasury  warrant  may  be  found  in  the  post  office,  Columbus. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  William  Dowsing,  Esquire, 

Jackson,  Mississippi. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  7,  1833. 

V ^r:  Yours  of  the  27th  December  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
and  enclosing  Mr.  John  0.  Ferrell’s  account  for  services,  incidental  ex- 
penses, and  rations,  was  referred  to  me.  The  two  first  items  of  this  account, 
amiiunling  to  ^30,  are  objectionable,  because  they  are  not  vouched  by 
Lieutenant  Lane,  the  disbursing  agent  of  this  department  in  the  removal 
of  the  Ohio  Indians.  That  gentleman  has,  however,  been  directed  to  pro- 
ceed to  this  city  as  soon  as  the  tribe  which  he  accompanied  is  properly 
located,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  his  accounts,  when  this  bill,  with  others, 
wdl  be  presented  to  him,  and,  if  not  objected  to^  will  be  paid.  Lieutenant 
Lane,  it  is  expected,  will  arrive  here  in  about  a month. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Crane, 

House  of  Representatives. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  7,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  December  29th,  has  been 
referred  to  me,  as  had  been,  previously,  the  letter  enclosing  your  account 
for  services  rendered  in  appraising  Indian  property.  Lieutenant  Lane  was 
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directed  to  pay  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  that  duty,  and  may  possibly  have 
forwarded  the  money  by  some  private  hand,  or  in  some  other  way  to  cause 
the  delay.  so,  his  accounts  would  h©  embarrassed  by  another  payment, 
and  you  would  be  pujL  to  the  trouble  of  refunding  the  money.  I regret  that 
any  delay  should  occur,  but,  as  the  business  was  peculiarly  his,  I deem  it 
beat  to  await  his  arrival  here,  where  he  is  ordered  to  come  tq  settle  his  aa 
Cpunts,  and  is  expected  in  a few  wepks* 

Respeptfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Benjamin  Brigos,  Esq., 

Senator  Legislature  of  Ohio,  Columbus,  Ohio* 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  8,  1833, 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  of  instructions  addressed  to 
Captain  J.  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent  in  the  removal  of  Indians. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEQ.  GIBkSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  William  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Special  Sgent  Choctaw  removal. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  8,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  of  instructions  addressed  to 
Captain  Jacob  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent  in  the  removal  of  Indians. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  F.  W,  Armstrong, 

Choctau}  Jigent  ivest,  Little  Rock,  Jl.  T, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan,  11,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  of  Mr.  L.  Evans,  postmaster  of 
Vineyard,  Washington  county,  Arkansas  Territory.  You  ill  investigate 
the  business  to  which  it  relates.  If  the  same  Indians  which  he  says  he  has 
supplied  with  the  year’s  subsistence,  were  entitled  to,  and  did  not  receive 
it,  or  a commutation  allowance  therefor,  from  an  officer  of  the  Government, 
you  will  pay  his  claim,  he  substantiating  it  in  a proper  manner. 

But  you  will  discountenance,  as  much  as  possible,  this  irregular  mode  of 
supply,  and  do  everything  to  detect  the  frauds  and  impositions  that  may 
grow  out  of  it. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Seawell, 

) Disbursing  ^gent  Cherokees  west.  Fort  Gibson. 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Jan,  11,  1833. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  referred  to  me  your  letter  to  him  of  the 
24th  of  November,  in  relation  to  provisions  furnished  by  you  to  emigrant 
Cherokees. 

1 have/orwarded  a copy  of  your  letter  to  Lieutenant  Seawell,  with  in- 
structions to  inve^tigate  the  claim  and  pay  it,  provided  the  same  Indians 
have  not  been  sup}  lied  with  provisions,  or  paid  commutation,  by  the  officers 
of  the  Government  for  the  period  for  which  you  state  you  supplied  them. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S. 

To  L.  Evans,  Esq., 

Postmaster,  Vineyard,  T, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  11,  1833. 

Sir:  Colonel  Abert  has  handed  me  your  letter  to  him,  with  your  account 
for  provisions  furnished  the  Ohio  Indians  previous  to  their  departure.  This 
account  will  be  suspended  till  the  arrival  here  of  Colonel  Gardiner,  who  is 
expected  shortly:  if  approved  by  him,  it  will  be  paid. 

Respectfully,  &c , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  John  Hollister,  Esq.,  \ 

Postmaster,  Perrysburg,  Ohio, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  14, 1833. 

Sir:  I am  in  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  19th  ultimo.  Your  act  of  using 
the  ^463  34  ‘‘for  expenses,  &c.,  at  the  agency,”  cannot  be  recognized. 
Such  transfers  of  a fund  to  uses  for  which  another  fund  has  been  appropri- 
ated are  not  admissible.  The  money  above  mentioned  was  solely  applica- 
ble to  the  payment  of  Indians  for  cattle,  or  the  procurement  of  others.  You 
will  therefore  please,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  this,  to  de- 
posite  said  money,  as  heretofore  directed,  in  the  Branch  Bank  at  Natchez  to 
the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  S, 

To  W.  Ward,  Esq., 

Choctaw  Jigency,  Mississippi, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  January  14,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  of  December,  with  its  enclosure,  has  just  arriv- 
ed. I am  much  gratified  at  the  prospect  which  the  present  appearance  of  this 
season’s  emigration  holds  out,  and  at  the  closing  of  it  at  so  early  a period. 
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You  state  that  you  think  it  was  determined,  before  your  leaving  this  city, 
that  Lieutenants  Rains  and  Stephenson  should  be  furnished  with  funds  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  the  Indians  with  cattle  in  lieu  of  those  taken  un- 
der a valuation  on  this  side  the  Mississippi,  in  the  fall  of  1831. 

The  instructions  for  effecting  this  purpose  were,  as  you  are  no  doubt  al- 
ready apprized,  giren  some  months  since,  a copy  of  them  having  been 
forwarded  to  you:  but  I deemed  it  proper,  for  several  reasons,  to  confide 
the  execution  of  it  solely  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson.  The  great  mass  of  the 
Indians  were  in  the  Red  river  country. 

To  divide  the  duty  of  making  the  payments  and  procuring  cattle  Would 
have  left  each  officer  open  to  the  operations  of  fraud  on  the  part  of  persons 
not  residing  in  his  district,  and  to  false  representations  such  as  have,  I 
doubt  not,  in  the  payments  for  commutation,  succeeded  in  extracting  money 
unwarrantably  from  Government  agents.  Besides  i^4,68S  for  purchas- 
ing of  cattle,  your  requisition  upon  Captain  Brown  calls  for  ^2,100  for  ex- 
penses incurred,  and  $500  for  current  expenses;  both  amounts  to  be  ex- 
pended by  Lieutenant  Rains.  As  the  detail  for  which  this  money  is  wanted 
is  not  given,  I cannot  judge  of  the  applicability  of  Captain  Brown’s  funds 
to  it.  1 have,  however,  directed  him  to  comply  with  your  requisitions  for 
other  objects  than  those  arising  out  of  the  removal  and  subsistence,  as  far  as 
his  means  may  justify  him. 

There  is  a particular  fund  appropriated  by  law  to  the  transportation  of 
Indian  presents,  &c.,  and,  therefore,  payments  of  that  character  will  be,  if 
made  by  my  agents,  particularly  specified  as  to  the  object,  that,  on  the  set- 
tlement of  accounts,  there  may  be  no  difficulty  in  a transfer  to  the  proper 
head. 

I am  informed,  at  the  Indian  Bureau,  that  all  the  articles  mentioned  by 
you  have  been  forwarded,  and  it  is  supposed  have  reached  you  ere  this. 
The  rifles,  ammunition,  and  clothing,  w^ere  transported  by  my  order,  with 
as  much  despatch  as  could  be  used,  and  every  precaution  taken  to  insure 
safe  delivery.  You  will  please  to  have  made,  in  detail,  an  estimate  to  em- 
brace all  items  of  expenditure,  that  you  may  believe  should  be  met  by  the 
agents  of  this  department,  and  forward  it  to  me  through  Captain  Brown. 
It  shall  be  examined  and  promptly  attended  to,  according  to  circumstances, 
either  by  this  department  or  the  Indian  Bureau. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G,  S, 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Choctaiv  Agenl^  Little  Roeh,  A.  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsidence,  January  14,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  just  received  yours  of  the  20th  December,  covering  Major 
Armstrong’s  requisition  upon  you  for  funds,  viz. 

For  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  to  be  expended  in  cattle,  - - ^3,288  00 

Lieutenant  Rains,  do.  - - 1,400  00 

“ Lieutenant  Rains,  on  account  of  expenses  already  incurred,  3,100  00 
“ Lieutenant  Rains,  for  current  expenses,  - - - §00  00 

S'8,288  00 
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With  regard  to  the  cattle  to  be  furnished  the  Indians,  in  lieu  of  those 
taken  from  them  east  of  the  Mississippi,  under  valuation,  I instructed  Lieu- 
tenant Stephenson,  on  the  ISth  of  November  ultimo,  how  to  proceed,  and 
deposited  to  his  credit  on  said  account,  in  the  Branch  Bank  at  New  Orleans, 
$4,500.  I at  the  same  time  forwarded  to  Major  Armstrong  a copy  of  the  in- 
structions, and  requested  him  to  aid  Lieut.  Stephenson  with  any  information 
he  might  possess  in  relation  to  the  matter.  I did  not  deem  it  advisable 
that  you  should,  at  this  pressing  season,  have  another  weight  added  to  the 
already  heavy  charge  on  your  hands.  As  to  the  other  items  for  ^‘expenses 
already  incurred,^^  and  ‘^contingent  expenses,^^  amounting  to  j^3,600,  I 
should  suppose  that  the  funds  which  Major  Armstrong  has,  by  this  time, 
in  his  possession,  were  more  appropriate  to  meet  them  than  the  funds  for 
the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians;  but,  as  he  has  not  given  in  de- 
tail the  nature  of  the  expenses,  I cannot  instruct  you  positively  with  re- 
spect to  them:  you  will  however  fill  Major  Armstrong’s  requisitions  for 
other  demands  than  those  arising  out  of  the  removal,  if  you  can  do  so  with- 
out endangering  your  own  capability  to  meet  claims  of  a more  imperious 
character.  I shall  to-day  write  to  him  on  this  subject.  The  sixty  thousand 
dollars  forwarded  by  Captain  Hunt  was  in  fulfilment  of  your  estimate,  and 
of  course  applicable  to  all  the  wants  of  the  removal. 

I regret,  exceedingly,  that  an  additional  sum  to  meet  all  your  wants  for 
the  4th  quarter  could  not  have  been  sent  to  you  in  due  time.  The  general 
appropriation  for  the  removal,  &q.,  was  nearly  exhausted;  and,  so  small  was 
the  balance,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  would  not  consent  to  touch  it  until 
after  the  1st  of  January,  when  it  might  the  more  readily  be  ascertained 
to  what  extent  other  demands  would  be  made  upon  it;  and  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  time  when  it  was  reasonably  supposed  that  Congress  would, 
with  unusual  promptitude,  act  upon  the  estimates  for  the  coming  season,  in- 
duced the  belief  that  very  little  delay  in  making  you  remittances  would  en- 
sue. But  this  hope  is  as  yet  disappointed:  the  appropriations  have  not  yet 
passed,  and  I am  compelled  to  borrow  J^25,000  from  another  fund,  in  order 
to  prevent,  as  far  as  may  now  be  possible,  the  disagreeable  results  of  your 
being  without  money.  In  a few  days  the  appropriations  will  finally  pass  in 
Congress,  and  I will  place,  in  addition  to  the  above  amount,  a considerable 
sum  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank  at  New  Orleans.  In  making  up 
your  estimates  for  the  future,  be  particular  to  deduct  the  amounts  supposed 
to  be  on  hand  from  the  gross  amount  required. 

Enclosed  is  a copy  of  Lieutenant  Stephenson’s  instructions  in  relation  to 
the  cattle,  and  a copy  of  my  letter  to  Major  Armstrong  of  this  date. 

Respectfully,  &e., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Captain.  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  *^gerJ^  Little  Rock,  Jl,  T* 


Emigration  of  Inbians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  January  15,  1833. 

Sir:  A draft  drawn  by  George  Vashon,  Cherokee  agent,  upon  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Schrimsker,  for  $260,  and  endorsed  by  you  to 
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the  order  of  Wni.  Costin,  Porter,’’  has  been  lying  in  this  office  since  the 
22d  of  December  ultimo.  It  will  be  paid  on  application  to  me. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  R.  C.  Weightman,  Esquire, 

Cashier  Bank  Washington. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  16,  1838. 
Sir:  Herewith  is  a check  for  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  which  amount 
you  will  please  to  have  placed  in  the  Branch  Bank  at  New  Orleans  to  the 
credit  of  Captain  J.  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent  removal  of  Indians. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

^ To  Richard  Smith,  Esquire, 

Cashier  Branch  Bank  U.  S,,  Washington. 


^ Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Cofnmissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  16,  1833. 
Sir:  In  pursuance  of  my  advice  of  the  14th  instant,  the  cashier  of  the 
Branch  Bank  in  this  place  will  have  placed  to  your  credit,  in  the  Branch 
Bank  at  New  Orleans,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  for  which  sum  you  will 
please  immediately  to  forward  me  a receipt,  the  money  being  adyanced  out 
of  a fund  placed  to  my  private  account. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disb^g  Jlgent,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  January  21,  1833. 
Sir:  I transmit  you  Mr.  George  W.  Tryon’s  account  for  rifles  furnished 
the  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  and  the  Choctaws,  amounting  to  ^^6,358  15, 
together  with  the  papers  connected  therewith,’  to  be  paid  out  of  the  follow- 
ing appropriations: 

For  carrying  into  eflect  the  treaty  with  the  Senecas  and  Shaw- 
nees, of  July  20,  1831,  for  payment  of  sundry  articles  for  pre- 
sents, per  act  4th  June,  1832  - . . 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaws,  of  15th 
September,  1830,  for  blankets,  rifles,  ammunition,  &c,,  per 
act  4th  of  June,  1832  . . - . . 


^128  75 


6,229  40 
^6,358  15 


Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Wm.  B.  Lewis,  Esq., 

Sedond  Auditor,  Treasury  {kpaHtmni. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Januamj  21,  jS33i 

Sir:  The  Cnmmissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  has  handed  me  your’s  to  him 
of  the  25th  December.  You  state  that  Richard  Hinson,  a white  man  at  the 
head  of  a Cherokee  family,  had  returned  with  it,  and  again  settled  withiri 
the  Cherokee  territory  east;  and  3mu  remark  that,  as  Captain  McClintock 
took  Hinson’s  bond  at  the  time  of  paying  the  commutation,  you  will,  if  it 
be  deemed  advisable,  on  the  bond  being  sent  to  you,  bring  suit  against  him. 

When  Captain  McClintock’s  accounts  were  under  examination,  it  was 
perceived  that,  at  the  bottom  of  your  requisitions  for  commutation,  were  writ- 
ten the  words,  “taking  bond  for  faithful  performance;”  and  that  gentle- 
man was  asked  why  he  did  not  take  bonds?  He  replied  that  it  would  have 
been  useless,  in  as  much  as  both  bondsmen  and  security  were  worthless,  and 
that  it  was  a favor  to  get  the  Indians  out  of  the  country:  the  exacting  of 
bonds  would  prove  so  oppressive  as  to  retard  the  emigration.  I considered 
the  reasons  sufficient,  and  a recent  conversation  with  Lieutenant  Dancey  has 
convinced  me  of  the  fact. 

I state  the  above  in  justificaiion  of  Captain  McClintock,  who,  moreover, 

• informed  me  that  he  expressed  his  opinion  to  you  at  various  times  of  the 
inutility  of  bonding.  I conceive,  however,  that  a suit  may  be  as  effectually 
instituted  against  Hinson,  without,  as  with  a bond.  He  has  violated  his  con- 
tract of  enrolment,  and  could  undoubtedly  be  prosecuted  with  success.  You 
can  take  such  course  as  you  deem  advisable,  and  as  your  knowledge  of  the 
circumstances  may  point  out.  If  a suit  is  instituted,  you  should  procure  the 
original  enrolment  from  Mr.  Vashon,  and  the  receipt  for  the  money  from 
this  office  prior  to  the  trial. 

Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  just  received  from  Lieutenant  W.  Sea'well, 
disbursing  agent  for  the  Cherokees  west,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that 
there  is  some  discrepancy  between  the  muster-roll  left  by  you  with  Mr. 
Vashon,  and  the  statement  of  Joel  M.  Bryant,  as  to  the  number  of  negroes 
carried  over  by  him  ; and  you  will  also  see  that  twenty-nine  Indians, 
whose  names  are  given  as  having  been  enrolled  by  Mr.  Curr}^,  have  not^ 
arrived  west. 

I have  returned  to  Captain  Day  a voucher  directed  by  3'ou  to  be  paid, 
which  is  almost  entirely  inadmissible  on  account  of  its  extreme  irregularity. 

You  will  please  to  procure,  if  possible,  a regular  transfer:  if  you  cannot, 
you  will  make  a statement  explanatory  of  the  transaction.  This  may  be 
satisfactory  in  the  auditing  of  the  account. 

The  requisition  in  favor  of  Hinson,  of  which  I send  you  a copy,  and  one 
also  of  the  voucher  Captain  McClintock  took,  embraces  Felix  Arthur  and 
his  famil3",  and  does  not  state  the  number  of  persons  in  either  case.  The 
aggregate  is  twenty-two  souls,  and  I have  ascertained  from  the  roll  that 
Hinson’s  family  was  fourteen  in  number,  and  the  amount  of  course  paid 
him  for  commutation,  $217.  Of  these  fourteen,  four  are  negroes,  and  are 
reported  by  Lieutenant  Seawell  as  being  now  regularly  supplied  by  him  on 
account  of  the  year’s  provisions.  The  ten  have  received  the  value  of  the 
3rear’s  provisions  by  a draft  drawn  by  Captain  Vashon  in  favor  of  Hinson. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  agreed  to  allow  Mr.  Davis,  the  enrolling  agent, 
&c.,  at  the  rate  of  ^1,500,  from  the  6th  to  20th  August,  1832,  inclusive, 
for  services  rendered,  and  not  heretofore  paid  for. 

Mr.  Davis  has  been  }>a.id  from  1st  January  to  5th  August,  1832.  The 
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disbursing  agent  will  be  directed  to  pay  his  account,  upon  which  you  will 
write  your  requisition. 

it  is  deemed  of  much  importance  that  the  rolls  of  the  emigrants  should 
i»e  complete,  and  that  a copy  of  each  of  those  transmitted  to  the  Cherokee 
agent  west  should  be  sent  to  me. 

You  will  please  to  attend  to  this. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO,  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  B.  F.  CuRREY,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Cherokee  removal^  Calhoun^  Tennessee, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan,  21,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  is,  with  its  enclosures,  received. 
Voucher  No.  4.  of  your  abstract  of  disbursements  is  returned  to  you  on 
account  of  informality.  In  its  present  shape  it  is  totally  irregular,  as  the 
money  is  said  to  be  due  one  man,  and  another  receipts  for  it  without  any 
kind  of  transfer  or  authority. 

You  will  please  to  pay  no  accounts  that  are  not  properly  vouched,  without 
first  submitting  them  to  me.  If  you  cannot,  in  the  above  case,  procure  a 
a written  transfer  from  the  party  to  whom  the  money  was  due,  you  will 
obtain  from  Mr.  Curry  an  explanation  of  the  transaction,  which  may  answer. 

Your  account  for  transportation  and  extra  pay  is  also  returned.  The 
transportation  of  no  agent  can,  according  to  the  regulations,  be  more  than 
ten  cents  a mile.  The  charges  for  extra  service  are  substantially  correct,  but 
will  be  made  out  in  conformity  with  the  circular  which  accompanies  this 
letter.  I have  written  to  Mr.  Currey  in  relation  to  Hinson. 

Mr.  William  Davis,  enrolling  agent,  is  allowed  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
a salary  at  the  rate  of  1,500  per  annum.  He  has  been  paid  by  Treasury 
warrant,  from  1st  January  to  5th  August,  J832,  and  his  account  will  be 
paid  by  you  from  the  6th  August  to  the  20th  October  at  the  same  rate. 

Mr.  Curry  will  put  his  requisition  on  the  account. 

The  cashier  of  the  Branch  United  States’  Bank  in  this  city  will  place  to 
your  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank  at  Nashville  ig2,300,  being  the  amount  of 
your  estimate  of  funds.  This  money  is  advanced  to  you  by  me  in  antici- 
pation of  the  appropriations,  out  of  a fund  placed  to  my  private  account  for 
other  purposes.  You  will  please  therefore,  as  soon  as  this  advice  is  received, 
to  forward  me  a receipt  for  the  same. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

G.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S., 

To  Captain  William  Day, 

Disbursing  Jlgent  Cherokee  remH,  Calhoun,  Tennessee, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Coinuksary  General  Subsistence,  Jan,  22,  1833. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Waite,  assistant  quartermaster  at  Philadelphia,  informs 
me  that  he  has  advised  you  of  the  shipment  of  rifles  to  your  care,  per  the 
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ship  Ohio.  Yon  will  please  to  act  with  regard  to  these  as  requested  in 
relation  to  the  shipment  of  which  you  were  apprized  in  mine  of  the  4th 
instantj  a copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G,  S. 

To  Captain  Samuel  Shannon, 

Assistant  Quartermaster^  JVetv  Orleans^ 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  22,  1833. 

Sir:  yours  of  the  19th  instant  has  come  to  hand,  with  its  enclosures.  I 
am  gratified  at  the  promptness  with  which  you  have  fulfilled  my  wishes  re- 
specting the  inspection,  shipment,  &c.,  of  the  rifles  received  from  Mr. 
Oeringer  and  Mr.  Tryon.  I do  not  think  it  necessary  to  extend  the  insu- 
rance to  the  whole  amount  of  the  last  shipment,  as  proposed  by  the  Union 
Insurance  Company. 

The  policy  will  therefore  remain  as  it  is. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  C.  A.  Waite, 

Assista7it  Quartermaster^  Philadelphia. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  January  22,  1833. 

Sir:  Since  mine  of  the  4th  instant,  informing  you  that  Mr.  Deringer  had 
completed  five  hundred  rifles,  which  would  be  forwarded  to  your  address  at 
Fort  Smith,  by  way  of  New  Orleans,  Mr.  Tryon  has  finished  four  hundred 
and  seventy.  These  have  been  shipped  with  the  same  direction.  Captain 
Brown  is  instructed  in  both  cases  to  see  that  they  are  not  delayed  at  the 
mouth  of  White  river,  and  to  take  measures  to  pay  the  freight. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Choctaw  Agent,  Little  Rock,  A.  T. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  January  22, 18SS. 

Sir:  I informed  you  on  the  4th  instant  that  fifty  boxes  of  rifles  had  been 
shipped  from  Philadelphia  for  New  Orleans,  to  b^  forwarded  to  Fort  Smith, 
and  requested  that  you  would  take  measures  for  the  payment  of  the  freight, 
&c.  Forty-seven  boxes  more,  containing  four  hundred  and  seventy  rifles, 
have  since  been  shipped  from  Philadelphia  with  the  same  direction.  You 
will  please  to  proceed  in  this  as  directed  in  the  former  case. 

A copy  of  mine  of  the  4 th  is  enclosed. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

fnneipal  DisHurmng  Agent,  lAtth  A*  T. 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Offi,ce  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  January  23,  1833. 

Sir:  I request  that  you  will  favor  me,  by  depositing  in  the  Branch  Bank 
at  Nashville  two  thousand  three  hundred  dollars  to  the  credit  of  Captain 
William  Day,  disbursing  agent  Cherokee  removal.  Herewith  is  my  check 
in  your  favor  for  two  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Richard  Smith,  Esq., 

Cashier  Branch  U.  S,  Bank,  Washington  City, 


CIRCULAR. 

Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  January  24, 1833. 

Sir:  The  following  statement  of  ‘‘  emoluments'^^  io  be  allowed  to  officers 
acting  under  my  directions  as  disbursing  agents  in  the  removal  and  subsis- 
tence of  Indians,  will  govern  you  in  making  up  your  accounts  for  extra  pay 
in  this  service. 

Pay  per  month 

Quarters,  two  rooms,  ^10  each  - 
Forage,  two  horses,  at  {SS  each  - 


g20 

00 

20 

240  00 

16 

192  00 

or  5 per  month  - 

60  00 

Per  month  ^61;  per  annum  S732  00 
The  above  circular  letter  was  addressed  to  the  following  persons: 

Captain  John  Page,  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson,  Lieutenant  J.  Van 
Horne,  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains,  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton,  Lieutenant  J. 
A.  Phillips,  and  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

OJfice  Commissary  General  Subsistence, "January  26,  1833. 

SiRj  In  reply  to  your  inquiries  respecting  Messrs.  Byrd  and  Belding^s 
claim,  I will  state  that  a pressure  of  business  has  hitherto  precluded  an  in- 
vestigation; and  that,  in  order  to  the  whole  matter  being  well  understood  by 
me,  and  with  a view  to  a satisfactory  and  speedy  adjustment,  I will  imme- 
diately request  those  gentlemen  to  forward  to  this  office  a regular  statement 
of  their  claim,  supported  by  vouchers.  As  soon  as  these  are  received,  they 
shall  be  examined,  and  the  result  made  known  to  the  claimants. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S. 

To  Hon.  A.  H.  Sevier, 

House  of  Representatives^ 


C 512  ] 


216 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Offi.ce  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  January  26,  1833. 

Sir:  Below  is  a statement  showing  the  amount  of  the  emoluments’^  of  a 
principal  disbursing  agent  employed  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the 
Indians,  by  which  you  will  be  governed  in  making  up  your  accounts  for  ex- 
tra pay  in  this  service. 

Emoluments  drawn  from  Indian  funds»’^ 


Pay  as  quartermaster,  per  month 

^20 

jS240 

00 

One  servant’s  allowances 

13  - - - 

156 

00 

Forage  for  four  horses 

32  - - - 

384 

00 

Two  rooms 

20  - 

240 

00 

Fuel  . - - 

6 - - - 

72 

00 

Per  month 

^891;  per  annum 

$1,092 

00 

Total  pay  and  emoluments  ^2,016  00 


By  mine  of  the  16th  of  July;  you  were  told  that  your  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  principal  disbursing  agent,  being  those  of  a quartermaster,  would 
commence  on  the  day  you  received  that  letter.  I perceive  that  you  acknow- 
ledge its  receipt  on  the  .9th  of  August;  but  that,  in  your  accounts  for  the 
third  quarter,  you  continue  for  the  whole  of  that  period  to  charge  the  for- 
mer allowance  of  %2h.  a day  extra. 

As  the  difference  between  the  two  allowances  is  in  favor  of  the  present, 
you  will  be  credited  with  it  upon  its  being  made  a charge  in  your  next 
account. 

If  you  have  forwarded  your  fourth  quarter’s  account  before  the  reception 
of  this,  you  v/ill  make  a new  account  for  the  emoluments,”  to  conform  to 
the  above.  I received  on  the  23d  July  your  communication  of  the  3d  of 
that  month  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  several  very  respectable  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Hempstead  for  money  due  them  for  the  use  of  their  wagons 
and  teams  to  transport  emigrating  Choctaws  and  their  baggage  from  Ecor 
de  Fabre  to  Kiamichi  last  winter,  and  employed  by  Mr.  Cross  and  other 
agents  charged  with  the  movements,”  &c. 

It  was  impossible,  on  account  of  the  great  pressure  of  current  business, 
to  take  up  this  matter;  and  when  I did  look  into  it  there  appeared  so  little 
of  certainty,  that  I resolve^  to  wait  further  developments,  which,  I doubted 
not,  would  take  place.  I have  recently  received  several  ietters,of  Messrs. 
Byrd  and  Belding,  through  Mr.  Sevier,  the  member  of  Congress  from  Ar- 
kansas. These  gentlemen  have  some  claims  arising  out  of  this  business, 
besides,  it  seems,  others  independent  of  it.  I have  concluded  that  all  their 
claims  should  be  sent  to  me  for  €ettlement5  and  believe  it  would  be  well  if 
all  those  of  persons  engaged  in  the  Ecor  de  Fabre”  expedition  were  for- 
warded at  the  same  time. 

It  will,  perhaps,  be  easier  for  me  to  satisfy  the  claimants  than  an  agent 
could;  and,  at  all  events,  having  the  whole  matter  before  me,  with  the  infor- 
mation I shall  be  able  to  obtain  from  various  sources,  the  investigation  may 
be  more  diligently  and  accurately  conducted.  I have  your  list  of  wagons, 
and  the  papers  which  accompanied  it.  They  will  aid  me  in  pursuing  the 
examination;  but  if  you  have  any  other  information  you  wjll  please  to  com- 
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municate  it,  with  such  papers  as  may  be  serviceable.  As  partial  payments 
were  raade,  you  will  state  to  whom;  and  further,  who  were  paid  «« between 
000  and  3,000  dollars. 

My  object  is,  in  fine,  to  render  justice  to  all  the  persons  connected  with 
the  Ecor  de  Fabre  removal,  whilst  at  the  same  time  I secure  the  Government 
against  imposition;  and  I hope  to  receive  through  you  much  assistance  in 
producing  a result  that  will  be  satisfactory  on  all  hands. 

Be  pleased  to  notify  Messrs.  Byrd  and  Belding,  to  whom  I shall  also 
write  by  this  day’s  mail,  of  my  wish  that  they  send  me  their  claims;  and  I 
%yill  thank  you  to  inform,  as  far  as  it  may  be  convenient  for  you  to  do  so,  all 
the  other  claimants  whose  names  are  on  the  list  of  wagons,”  that  their  bu- 
siness shall  receive  the  earliest  attention,  and  to  explain  the  causes  which 
have  hitherto  precluded  any  action  on  them. 

Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  this  day  addressed  to  Messrs.  Byrd  and 
Belding,  and  of  one  just  receive  from  Mr.  Cross  upon  the  same  subject. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brow’n, 

Principal  Disbursing  Little  Rock^  Jl.  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

O^ct  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  26,  1S33. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received,  through  Mr.  Sevier,  some  communica- 
tions of  yours  relative  to  claims  upon  this  department  arising  out  of  the 
Indian  removal.  Several  months  since,  Captain  Brown  sent  me  some  in- 
formation in  relation  to  demands  upon  the  Government  for  wagon  hire,  in 
which  your  names  weue  mentioned  as  contractors;  but  the  nature  of  those 
demands,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case  out  of  which  they  sprung,  not 
being  well  known  to,  or  iirderstood  by,  me,  I waited  for  further  information 
before  concluding  to  act  upon  them.  There  was,  undoubtedly,  some  irregu- 
larity in  the  mode  of  transacting  the  business;  and  I have  never  had  a satis- 
factory report  from  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  it.  But  I shall  now  be  able 
to  investigate  the  matter,  and  have  instituted  inquiries  which  will  result  in 
a communication  of  such  facts  that  will  enable  me  to  adjust  it  satisfactorily. 

You  have,  it  appears,  several  claims.  I will  thank  you  to  forward  them, 
with  all  the  evidence  calculated  to  support  them;  and  I will  thank  you, 
also,  to  communicate,  as  far  as  possible,  my  wish  to  every  individual  claim- 
ing for  wagon  hire  on  account  of  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  expedition,  in  the  win- 
ter of  1831. 

It  would  be  well,  perhaps,  if  those  persons  should  forward  their  claims 
through  Captain  Brown,  who  could  advise  them  as  to  inaccuracies  in  form, 
&c.,  and  thus  prevent  much  trouble,  arising  out  of  the  necessity  of  sending 
papers  back.  And  I would  also  suggest  that  you  consult  that  gentleman 
on  any  points  upon  which  you  may  be  doubtful. 

Duplicate  to  Little  Rock. 

Re.spectfuliy,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  Y. 

To  Messrs.  Byrd  & Belding, 

Washington,*/!:  T. 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Jan.  28,  1833. 

Sir:  Mr,  Tryon  writes  me  that  he  has  the  balance  of  his  order,  to  wit, 
thirty  rifles,  completed;  and  that  the  ship  Ohio  will  probably  remain  in  port 
some  days. 

If  she  has  not  gone  when  this  is  received,  be  pleased  to  act  in  this  case  as 
heretofore  instructed. 

The  insurance  can  cover  the  cost  and  expenses.  . 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  C.  A.  Waite, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  Philadelphia. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Janua^'y  28,  1832. 

Sir:  Your’s  of  the  24th  instant  is  received.  If,  on  the  receipt  of  this  let- 
ter, the  ship  Ohio  has  not  sailed.  Lieutenant  Waite  will  have  the  thirty  rifles 
inspected,  and  ship  them  to  the  same  direction  as  those  already  on  board. 

In  this  case,  please  to  m.ake  up  your  accounts  after  the  same  manner  as  al- 
ready advised. 

I have  ascertained  at  the  Second  Auditor’s  ofiice,  where  your  account  is 
settled,  that  the  money  will  be  remitted  in  a few  days. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G. 

To  Mr.  G.  W.  Tryon, 

Gun  Manufacturer,  Philadelphia. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  28,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  10th  January  instant,  one 
enclosing  a ‘‘journal  of  occurrences.” 

The  business  to  which  the  other  relates  has  been  before  me  for  some  time, 
hut  I have  never,  until  now,  been  able  to  give  any  attention  to  it.  With  a 
view  to  my  properly  understanding  it,  you  will  please  to  state,  as  fully  as 
your  recollection  may  serve,  the  circumstances  of  the  removal  from  Ecor 
de  Fabre,  your  own  agency  in  it,  why  you  did  not  accompany  the  emi- 
grants, the  instructions  given  to  the  gentlemen  appointed  by  you  to  conduct 
them,  the  nature  of  the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Belding  for  the  procure- 
ment of  transportation,  and  of  the  contract  made  in  consequence  by  him, 
with  any  thing  else  calculated  to  enlighten  my  decision  upon  the  numerous 
and  heavy  demandsarising  out  of  this  transaction. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Samuel  T.  Cross,  Esquire, 

Jiasisiani  Ji^ent  removal  Choctaws,  Madison,  Indiana. 
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Emigbation  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Suhsistence,  January  29,  1833. 

Sir:  Will  you  be  pleased  to  deposite  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars, 
which  amount  1 enclose  you  in  my  check  in  the  Branch  Bank  at  St.  Louis, 
to  the  credit  of  his  excellency  John  Reynolds? 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  S, 

To  R.  Smith,  Esquire, 

Cashier  U,  S,  Branch  Bank,  Washington  City. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  30,  1833. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I have  caused  one  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  dollars,  being  the  allowance  of  G.  W.  Brown  for  services 
rendered  to  you  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to  hold  a treaty,  to  be  deposited 
to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  of  the  United  States’  Bank  at  St,  Louis.  Be 
pleased,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  forward  to  me  a receipt  for  the  same,  of  th,e 
enclosed  form. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  his  excellency  John  Reynolds, 

Belleville^  Illinois. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  January  30,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  30lh  of  November  and  9th  of 
December,  with  their  enclosures. 

The  muster-roll,  with  the  addition,  showing  the  mode  in  which  the  emi- 
grants have  been  paid  for  their  year’s  rations,  the  number  of  negroes  and 
white  children  whose  claims  have  been  bought  up,  the  persons  in  whose  fa- 
vor drafts  were  drawn,  the  number  of  persons  to  whom  you  are  now  issu- 
ing, &c.,  is  very  satisfactory.  You  will  be  particular  to  embrace  all  the 
emigrants  as  they  arrive,  and  report' them  quarterly,  after  the  same  manner 
you  have  done  in  the  muster-roll  above  alluded  to.  It  is  to  be  wished  that 
the  speculation  heretofore  practised  on  the  Indians  may  be  enlirel}’’  sup- 
pressed, at  least  so  far  as  it  affects  them  in  their  relation  to  this  department, 
and  I trust  that  you  will  use  every  effort  to  prevent  it  The  agent  will,  no 
doubt,  do  all  in  his  power  to  aid  you.  I have  written  to  Mr.  Currey 
respecting  the  enrolment,  as  stated  by  you,  of  ten  slaves  in  the  name  of  Joel 
M.  Bryant,  instead  of  the  seven  which  it  appears  Bryant  says  were  all  he 
carried  over;  and  also  about  the  persons,  twenty-five  in  number,  who  were 
“reported  as  having  been  enrolled  by  Mr.  Currey,”  and  had  not  arrived  at 
the  date  of  your  letter. 


To  Lieutenant  W.  Seawell, 

Disbursing  .Agent  Cherokees,  Fort  Gibson,  Jl.  T 


Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 
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Emigration  of  Indians^ 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  January  30^  1SS3. 

Sir:  Your’s  of  the  17th  of  September  is  received,  in  which  you  ask  for 
011  allowance  for  the  performance  of  certain  services  in  issiiiog  provisions  to 
the  Indians. 

I am  informed  that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  recently  directed  a compen- 
sation to  be  paid  you,  which  is  deemed  in  full  of  all  your  services.  Besides, 
there  is  a regulation  of  the  War  Department  which  say^  that  no  additional 
compensation  will  be  allowed  any  officer  of  the  department  for  the  perform- 
ance of  any  duties  fairly  appertaining  to  his  office;^’  under  which  regulation 
you  would  be  precluded  from  the  reception  of  additional  pay. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Mr,  Aug.  Kennerly, 

Jlcting  Sub-agent  Senecas^  at  Seneca  Sub-agency^  Jl. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Conirnissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan*  31,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  20!li  of  November,  and  8th  and  151h  of  December, 
are  received.  I have  also  received  a communication  from  Captain  Brown 
on  the  subject  of  the  requisitions  of  Major  Armstrong,  to  which  you  allude. 
Captain  Brown  will  meet  those  requisitions;  and,  with  the  view  of  showing 
the  precise  extent  of  the  expenditures  consequent  upon  them,  you  will 
make  a statement  at  the  end  of  the  present  quarter,  to  accompany  your 
quarterly  accounts,  indicating  every  source  of  expense  connected  therewith, 
and  not  incurred  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians,  This 
statement  should  exhibit  the  payments  of  money  for  freight  on  goods,  hire 
of  teamsters,  laborers,  forage  for  horses,  and  in  fact  all  payments  growing 
out  of  the  requisitions  above  alluded  to,  or  preceding  them,  if  of  the  same 
nature.  And  every  thing  will  be  made  to  appear  so  much  in  detail,  and 
with  such  references  to  jmur  vouchers,  and  provision  and  forage  returns,  as 
may  exhibit  the  whole  clearly  and  satisfactorily.  My  object  in  this  is  to 
get  refunded  any  moneys  disbursed  by  my  agents  for  purposes  for  which  dis- 
tinct appropriations  are  made. 

The  pork  on  hand,  viz.  178  barrels,  lacking  a few  barrels  which  you 
have  issued,  after  having  it  scraped  and  re-brioed’^  will  be  issued  to  the 
Indians,  if  they  like  it:  if  not,  you  will  sell  it  to  the  best  advantage,  and, 
after  deducting  all  expenses  appertaining  to  it,  credit  the  proceeds  on  your 
accounts. 

Matters  relating  to  Indian  removal  or  subsistence  will,  both  in  your  cor- 
respondence and  accounts,  always  be  kept  distinct  from  those  connected 
with  the  subsistence  of  the  army.  With  respect  to  the  instructions  given 
by  me  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  and  of  w^hich  Major  Armstrong  has  re- 
ceived a copy,  I have  again  written  to  the  latter  gentleman  explaining  my 
views.  I believe  it  better,  under  the  circumstances  of  tfie  case,  that  pay- 
ments for  cattle  should  be  confined,  for  the  present  at  least,  to  the  officer  on 
Red  river.  I shall  not  therefore  require  you  to  perform  any  portion  of  that 
duty  for  the  emigration  of  1831.  There  now  being  a large  body  of  In- 
dians of  the  last  season’s  emigration  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Smith, 


221  [ 512  ] 

and  under  your  supervision,  I shall  of  course  wait  the  views  of  the  agent 
before  determining  on  the  course  to  be  taken  in  the  next  payments  of  that 
character.  My  object  is  to  prevent  fraud  and  collusion.  Any  mode  which 
is  calculated  to  effect  this  purpose  will  meet  my  sanction. 

I approve  of  the  employment  of  an  additional  assistant.  But  you  will 
consider  this^approval  to  be  only  so  far  as  it  does  not  conflict  with  the  direc- 
tions recently  given  by  me  to  Captain  Brown  for  the  distribution,  &c.,  of 
the  disbursing  and  other  agents,  so  as  to  meet  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
Indians  to  be  subsisted.  Your  letter  of  acceptance  of  appointment  was 
received,  and  the  remarks  in  it  relative  to  Captain  Rogers  replied  to  by 
saying  that  it  was  believed  the  Indian  agent  could  act  efficiently  in  the  case. 
But  1 doubt  not  that,  as  representations  have  been  made  to  the  W ar  De- 
partment, there  will  be  prompt  action  upon  them. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G,  A. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

Disbursing  Agent,  Choctaw  removaly  Fort  Smith, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Co7nmissary  General  Subsistence,  Jan.  31,  1S33. 

Sir:  A letter  is  just  received  by  me  from  Mr.  Augustin  Kennerly,  “ act- 
ing sub-agent  for  Senecas  of  Sandusky.’’ 

He  says  that  he  was  left  in  charge  of  the  Indians  by  H.  C.  Brish  on  the 
Sth  of  January  last,  and  has  issued  to  the  Indians  under  Mr.  Bailey’s  con- 
tract ever  since,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  till  the  expiration  of  said  con- 
tract on  the  4th  instant.  An  allowance  has  recently  been  made  by  the  War 
Department  to  Mr.  Kennerly  that  is  to  be  in  full  for  all  his  services;  and 
he  could  not,  under  a regulation  of  said  department,  receive  “additional 
compensation  for  any  duty  fairly  appertaining  to  his  office.”  I have  also 
received  a letter  from  Lieutenant  Lane:  he  asks  whether  the  Senecas  shall 
be  considered  07i  the  way  until  their  lands  are  surveyed,  or  their  agents  ar- 
rives to  receive  them? 

I think  it  necessary  to  point  your  attention  to  the  Sth  article  of  section 
VI.  of  the  regulations  for  a decision  in  this  case. 

You  will  give  instructions  to  the  officer  selected  by  you  for  disbursing 
agent  to  the  two  Seneca  tribes  agreeably  to  my  letter  of  the  18th  October, 
and  apply  to  his  case  so  much  of  my  instructions  of  December,  relating  to 
the  distribution  of  the  Choctaw  agents,  as  may  be  applicable  to  it. 

I have  a muster-roll  of  the  Sandusky  Senecas,  furnished  to  you  by  Mr. 
Kennerly,  and  received  by  me  in  October  last.  It  is  desirable  that  a more 
perfect  roll  should  be  made  out  according  to  the  prescribed  form,  and  a 
copy  kept  for  the  use  of  the  disbursing  agent.  Lieutenant  Lane  has,  un- 
doubtedly, taken  care  to  have  a complete  roll  of  the  Senecas  and  Shaw- 
nees.  If  this  has  not  been  perfected  since  their  arrival,  a copy  forwarded 
to  me,  and  one  kept  for  the  use  of  the  disbursing  agent,  you  will  please 
have  it  attended  to. 

I forward  you  a book  of  printed  rolls  which  will  contain  the  enrolment 
of  both  tribes. 
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It  is  my  wish,  particularly,  that  the  part  of  the  regulations,  and  of  my  in- 
structions, relating  to  muster-rolls,  be  fulfilled  with  care  and  accuracy.  You 
will  impress  this  upon  the  agents  concerned. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agents  Little  Roch,  A,  T.  ^ 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  February  2,  183S. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  13th  December  and  8th  of  Januar}’-  have  duly 
come  to  hand.  The  accounts  for  your  disbursements,  whilst  acting  as  dis- 
bursing agent  to  the  Ottaways  and  Shawnees  of  Wapaghkonnetta,  shall  be 
examined  ere  long.  In  the  mean  time,  please  to  forward  a provision  and 
forage  return. 

This  you  state  you  can  readily  do. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Captain  Z.  C.  Palmer, 

United  States^  Army,  Jefferson  Barracks. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  February  2,  1883. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  30th  January  is  at  hand.  Be  pleased  to  forward  the 
arms  by  the  next  safe  opportunity. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  S. 

To  C.  A.  Waite, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Philadelphia. 


Emigration  op  Indians,  j 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  February  4,  1833. 

Sir:  Adverting  to  mine  of  the  14th  ultimo  respecting  the  requisitions 
of  Major  Armstrong,  I find  that  there  may  be  less  inconvenience  than  ! 
might  be  anticipated  from  mingling  other  payments  with  those  for  the  re- 
moval and  subsistence.  In  order  that  such  payments  may,  on  the  settle-  I 
ment  of  the  accounts,  be  charged  to  the  proper  fund,  I have,  in  reply  to  a 
letter  from  Lieutenant  Rains  on  the  same  subject,  directed  him  to  make  a ! 
quarterly  statement,  indicating  every  source  of  expense  ^^not  incurred  \ 
in  the  removal  and  subsistence,'^^  A copy  of  this  letter  is  enclosed.  You  j 
will,  with  regard  to  your  own  accounts,  observe  the  same  directions,  and  i 
give  any  farther  instructions  to  Lieutenant  Rains  that  may  be  useful  in  the  I 
fulfilment  of  the  end  in  view,  ; 

Respectfully,  &c.,  I 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent,  Little  Rock,  A.  T. 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  February  8,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  just  received  from  Captain  J.  Brown, 
principal  disbursing  agent  in  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  relative  to  five 
hundred  ploughs  now  stored  at  Little  Rock,  and  consigned  to  Major  Arm- 
strong, Choctaw  agent.  Fort  Smith. 

These  ploughs  may  be  the  same  on  which  you  have  already  paid  the 
transportation  from  Pittsburgh  to  Fort  Smith, 

Be  pleased  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  inform  me  of  the 
result  as  speedily  as  practicable. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 


To  Major  R.  L.  Baker, 

Ordnance  Service,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  February  8,  1833. 

Sir:  A draft  drawn  by  George  Vashon,  Cherokee  agent  west,  on  the 
Secretary  of  War,  favor  of  Alsey  Rapier,  and  payable  to  your  order,  has 
been  presented  at  the  War  Department.^  It  will  be  paid  thus: 

A requisition  will  issue  in  your  favor,  and  be  submitted  to  you 
by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  for  the  amount  of  one 
item  of  said  draft,  to  wit:  for  <<  capitation  for  six  emigrants 
from  Georgia”  ^60  00 

And  Richard  Smith, esq.,  cashier  Branch  Bank  in  this  city,  will 
send  you  a draft  on  Boston-  out  of  a fund  placed  to  my  credit 
in  said  bank,  for  • - - - - * 195  00 


^255  00 


You  will  please  write  to  me  acknowledging  the  reception  of  this  letter 
and  of  the  draft,  when  received,  from  Mr.  Smith. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

To  Hon.  John  Davis,  GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

House  of  Representatives, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Feb.  8,  1833. 

Sir:  You  will  oblige  me  by  transmitting  to  the  Hon.  John  Davis,  House 
of  Representatives,  a draft  on  Boston  for  one  hundred  and  ninety-five 
dollars,  for  which  amount  I enclose  you  my  check. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Richard  Smith,  Esq., 

Cashier  Branch  U.  S.  Bank,  Washington  City. 


* See  note  at  page  186. 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Feb.  11,  1833. 

Sir:  Being  apprized  recently  that  the  disbursing  agents  would  be  directed 
to  assemble  at  Nashville  for  the  purpose  of  settling  their  accounts,  and  also 
of  your  intention  to  proceed  thither,  I accordingly  address  you  at  that 
place. 

I have,  within  a few  days,  received  a letter  from  Lieutenant  Phillips,  who 
has  arrived  there,  and  letters  from  Lieutenants  Simonton,  Montgomery,  and 
Van  Horne,  who  are  on  their  way. 

In  December,  I forwarded  to  Captain  Brown  instructions  for  his  guidance 
in  the  subsistence  of  the  Indians,  embracing  also  the  disposition  of  the 
agents. 

A copy  of  these  instructions  was  sent  to  you,  and  another  to  Major  F. 
W.  Armstrong,  both  to  the  care  of  Captain  Brown.  Fearing  that  you  did 
not  receive  yours,  I enclose  you  a copy  herewith.  It  is  not  yet  too  late  to  act 
upon  that  portion  of  them  relating  to  the  disbursing  agents,  provided  Cap- 
tain Brown  should  require  the  services  of  any  of  those  who  have  gone  to 
Nashville.  He  will,  doubtless,  write  to  you  on  the  subject. 

I will  thank  you  to  give  me  all  the  information  possessed  by  you  respect- 
ing the  late  removal,  and  to  state  your  views  as  to  what  employment  there 
may  be  for  agents  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi  previously  to  the  prepara- 
tory steps  of  next  season’s  operations. 

Your  quarterly  list  of  agents  will  exhibit  a full  and  satisfactory  account 
of  those  employed. 

Your  letter,  dated  17th  December  at  St.  Francis,  giving  an  account  of 
your  enrolling  a party  of  about  four  hund^^ed  and  fifty  Choctaws  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Memphis,  who  were  attempting  to  remove  on  their  own 
resources,  was  duly  received.  The  Indians,  you  say,  ‘‘  consider  themselves 
entitled  to  some  compensation  up  to  the  time  and  place  you  received  them.” 
It  is  difficult  to  decide  without  being  fully  acquainted  with  the  circumstances 
of  the  case.  You  will  report  to  me  the  facts,  and  state  your  own  opinion. 
I would,  however,  remark  that,  had  the  Indians  consented  at  first  to  l?e  re- 
moved under  the  superintendence  of  the  Government  agents,  the  expense 
would  not  have  been  proportionally  so  great  as  it  has  been  in  consequence 
of  their  delay,  and  of  detaching  themselves  from  the  parties  who  went  over 
at  the  appointed  time. 

I have  yet  received  no  report  from  the  agent  for  the  valuation  of  cat- 
tle. This  should  be  forwarded  speedily.  I wish,  also,  that  an  estimate  be 
made  for  the  funds  required  to  pay  commutation  to  those  Indians  who  emi- 
grated independently. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G,  S. 

To  William  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Choctaw  removal,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Feb.  11,  1833. 
Sir:  I have  forwarded  to  Lieutenants  Stephenson  and  Rains  extracts  from 
my  instructions  to  you  of  December  last.  You  will  apprize  all  other  agents 
concerned. 
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Enclosed  a copy  of  a circular  fixing  the  mode  of  charging  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  disbursing  agents. 

I have  also  forwarded  to  William  Armstrong,  esquire,  at  Nashville,  a copy 
of  my  instructions  above  alluded  to,  (one  had  already  been  sent  to  him  at 
Little  Rock  to  your  care,)  having  been  informed  of  his  intention  to  go  there 
to  meet  the  disbursing  officers,  one  of  whom,  Lieut.  Phillips,  has  already 
arrived  there,  and  three  others,  to  wit,  Lieutenants  Simonton,  Montgomery, 
and  Van  Horne,  have  informed  me  that  they  are  on  the  way.  But  I have 
told  Mr.  Armstrong  that  it  was  not  too  late  to  act  on  that  part  of  the  in«^ 
structions  relating  to  the  distribution  of  the  disbursing  agents,  provided  you 
should  want  the  services  of  any  of  those  who  have  gone  to  Nashville. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  & 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disb^g  %^gcnt^  Little  Rock,  t/^.  T. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  February  11,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  are  extracts  from  instructions  given  to  Captain  Brown  in 
December  ultimo. 

Respectfully,  &;c  , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

Disb^g  Jlgent  Choctaws,  Port  Smith,  T. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  February  11,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  are  extracts  from  instructions  given  to  Captain  Brown  in. 
December  ultimo. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Disbursing  %dgent  Choctaws,  Fort  Towson. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Feb,  19,  1833. 

Sir:  I enclose  herewith  Mr.  George  W.  Tryon’s  account  for  thirty  rifles, 
being  the  balance  of  his  contract  for  five  hundred  made  for  the  Choctaws,^, 
who  have  removed  west  of  the  Mississippi.  I request  that  the  amount  may 
be  remitted  to.  him  at  Philadelphia. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S,, 

To  William  B.  Lewis,  Esq., 

Second  Auditor,  Treasury  Department, 

29 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office,  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Feb,  19,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  15th  instant,  enclosing  accounts  for 
rifles  which  have  been  examined  and  sent  to  the  Second  Auditor  for  settle- 
ment. 

The  money  will  be  remitted  to  you  shortly. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S. 

To  Mr.  George  W.  Trvon, 

Gun  Manufacturer,  Philadelphia. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Feb.  20,  1833. 

Sir:  Three  boxes  more  of  rifles  have  been  shipped  to  you  from  Philadel- 
phia by  Lieutenant  Waite,  per  ship  Helen  Mar.  Please  to  do  with  regard 
to  them  as  heretofore  requested  by  me  as  respects  the  previous  shipment. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Samuel  Shannon, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  JYeio  Orleans. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Feb.  20, 1833. 

Sir:  Mr.  Tryon  has  filled  his  contract  by  furnishing,  in  addition  to  the 
470  rifles  which  you  were  advised  on  the  22d  of  January  would  be  for- 
warded to  you  by  way  of  New  Orleans,  thirty  more  which  have  been 
shipped,  and  will  meet  with  the  attention  of  Captain  Brown  at  the  mouth  of 
White  river,  in  order  that  they  may  not  be  delayed. 

It  will  soon  be  necessary  to  provide  rifles  in  advance  for  the  emigration  of 
the  present  year,  as  well  as  for  those  Indians,  if  there  be  any,  who  have 
removed,  and  cannot  be  supplied  out  of  those  already  furnished. 

I will  thank  you,  immediately  on  the  reception  of  this,  to  forward  me 
an  estimate  of  the  whole  number  required  for  all  the  warriors  of  the  Choc- 
taw nation  according  to  the  20th  article  of  the  treaty,  deducting  the  number 
already  furnished;  and  I would  be  glad  to  have  the  expression  of  your 
opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  guns  of  the  respective  manufacturers. 

Captain  Brown  informs  me  that  five  hundred  Indian  ploughs  are  detained 
at  Little  Rock,  and  have  been  a long  time  on  their  way  to  Fort  Smith. 

I have  investigated  this  matter,  and  I am  induced  to  fear  that  the  cause  of 
this  delay  may  be  attributed  to  the  neglect  of  Messrs.  Montgomery  and 
Miller,  merchants  at  the  mouth  of  White  river.  I have  addressed  Captain 
Brown  on  the  subject,  and  doubt  not  that  the  ploughs  will  be  released  and 
forwarded  very  soon.  These  ploughs  were  not  ordered  by  me,  but  by  the 
Indian  Department;  yet,  being  officially  informed  by  my  agent  of  the  situa- 
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tion  in  which  they  are  placed,  I have  taken  some  pains  to  have  them  sent 
to  their  destination. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

Major  F.  W.  AaMSTRONa,  Esq. 

Choctaw  £genti  Little  Roch 


Emioration  o¥  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  February^^2S,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  January  14th  was  received  on  the  28th  of  that  month. 
I could  not  act  on  it  until  now,  not  knowing  exactly  the  disposition  that 
would  necessarily  be  made  of  the  gentlemen  acting  as  disbursing  agents  in 
the  Choctaw  removal. 

You  have,  according  to  your  request,  permission  to  come  to  this  city. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Phillips, 

Disbursing  Jigent  Choctaw  removal,  Nashville,  Ten. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Feb,  21,  1833. 

Sirs  On  the  8th  instant,  I enclosed  to  you  a letter  from  Captain  J.  Brown 
respecting  Indian  ploughs  detained  at  Little  Rock.  Herewith  is  a copy  of 
another  from  the  same  gentleman.  I have  received  yours  of  14th  instant, 
with  enclosures.  The  blame  in  this  matter  would  not  appear  to  rest  upon 
the  shippers. 

I shall  immediately  write  to  Captain  Brown,  forwarding  him  the  papers 
received  from  you. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  R.  L.  Barer, 

Ordnance  service,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  February  21, 1833. 

Sir:  You  are,  no  doubt,  apprized  before  this  of  my  intention  that  some 
of  the  disbursing  agents  should  remain  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi 
for  the  purpose  of  doing  duty  there.  Captain  Brown  has  probably  written 
to  you  on  the  same  subject.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I do  not  think  that  the  pub- 
lic service,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  can  dispense  with  at  least  two  of  the 
gentlemen  who  are  now  at  Nashville.  I do  not  wish  to  direct  any  two  of  them 
particularly  to  go  there,  because  it  is  my  desire,  having  it  in  my  power  to  do 
so,  to  consult,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  wishes  of  those  gentlemen.  I will 
therefore  leave  the  arrangement  to  themselves.  As  soon  as  this  is  received, 
you  will  please  communicate  the  above  to  them,  with  the  additional  charge 
that  the  two  gentlemen  who  may  determine  to  proceed  west  should  do  so 


[ 512  3 228 

with  all  possible  despatch.  They  will  report  to  Captain  Brown  at  Little 
Rock.  One  disbursing  agent  is  required  at  this  moment  for  the  Senecas. 

Lieutenant  Phillips  will,  according  to  the  directions  this  day  given  him, 
come  to  this  city.  He  will  be  able,  no  doubt,  by  explanations,  &c.,  to  fa- 
cilitate the  settlement  of  the  accounts  which  you  state  in  your  letter  of  the 
6th  instant,  just  received,  will  be  forwarded  in  a few  days. 

Should  Captain  Brown  deem  it  advisable  that  three  disbursing  agents  go 
west,  please  to  act  accordingly. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  5*. 

To  Wm.  Armstrong,  Esq. 

Superintendent  Choctaw  removal^  JYashville,  Tennessee, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  February  25,  1832. 

Sir:  The  three  drafts  drawn  by  George  Vashon,  Cherokee  agent,  upon  the 
Secretary  of  War,  are  accepted,  and  a check  for  the  aggregate  sum  is  here-  j 
with  enclosed.^  i 

Draft  favor  John  Looney,  dated  September  11,  1833,  for  - $21  25  i 

‘‘  Robert  Rogers,  ‘‘  29,  - 146  50  | 

John  Terrill,  July  13,  1833,  for  - - - 280  78  | 

^448  53  : 


Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S\ 

To  R.  Wallach,  Esq.,  Washington,  D,  C,  ! 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  February  25,  1833. 

General:  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  upon  the  subject  to  which  Lieut.  Lane’s 
letters,  by  you  referred  to  me,  relate,  I have  the  honor  to  say  that  no  charges 
of  any  description  have  been  made  to  me  against  that  officer,  and  that  there 
has  been  no  cause,  to  my  knowledge,  of  impeaching  the  correctness  of  his 
course  as  disbursing  officer  to  the  Ohio  tribes  in  the  recent  emigration  west: 
to  all  of  which  tribes  he  acted  in  that  capacity  as  far  as  Saint  Louis,  Missouri, 
and  to  one  of  them  after  its  separation  from  the  other  two,  from  thence  to 
their  lands  near  Fort  Gibson,  A.  T.  And  I will  add  that  an  examination  of 
Lieutenant  Lane’s  accounts,  now  about  being  closed,  justifies  me  in  the  be- 
lief that  all  his  transactions  were  characterized  by  a proper  attention  to  the 
requirements  of  the  regulations,”  and  to  the  interest  of  the  Government. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Major  General  A.  Macomb, 

General  in  Chief  U,,S,  Army,  Washington  City, 


* See  note  at  page  186. 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Feb,  25,  1833. 
Sir:  You  will  please  to  communicate  my  direction  to  one  of  the  disburs- 
ing agents,  now  at  Nashville,  to  proceed  immediately  to  Little  Rock,  and 
report  to  Captain  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent,  for  duty.  I leave  it 
optional  with  the  gentleman  as  to  which  of  them  shall  go,  but  1 trust  no  de- 
lay will  take  place. 

Lieutenant  Phillips  will,  according  to  permission  this  day  given  him, 
come  to  Washington.  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S. 

To  Wm.  Armstrong,  Esquire, 

Special  %Bgent,  Nashville,  Tennessee, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Feb,  25,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  February,  and  the  copy  of  a 
letter  to  Captain  Brown.  It  was  my  intention  that,  after  the  removal  was 
completed,  the  disbursing  officers  should  be  at  the  disposal  of  Captain  Brown, 
who  was  expressly  instructed  to  send  one  to  the  Seneca  country;  and  I re- 
gret that  there  was  any  appearance  of  collision  between  the  authority  of  the 
superintendent  of  the  removal  and  that  of  the  principal  disbursing  agent,  to 
cause  a doubt  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued.  The  reasons,  however,  al- 
leged by  you  are  good,  in  as  much  as  you  acted  according  to  what  you  be- 
lived  to  be  the  design  of  the  department. 

There  is  actual  need  of  the  presence  of  a disbursing  agent  with  the  Sene- 
cas; and  I have  requested  Mr.  Wm.  Armstrong  to  communicate  to  the 
officers  at  Nashville  my  directions  that  one  of  them  proceed  to  Little  Rock 
immediately,  where  he  will  report  to  Captain  Brown  with  a view  to  his  be- 
ing despatched  to  the  Seneca  country. 

I do  not  wish  to  make  this  selection,  it  not  being  material  to  me  which  of 
the  gentlemen  may  go,  and  believing  that  it  will  befbetter,  under  the  circum- 
stances, that  the  arrangement  should  be  made  by  themselves. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  Van  Horne, 

Disbursing  Agent,  Nashville,  Tenn, 


Ebiigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  F^eb,  25,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  a letter  from  Mr.  Wm,  McK.  Ball,  dated  24th  of 
December,  1832,  resigning  his  appointment  of  assistant  agent,  which  re- 
signation he  wishes  to  take  effect  on  the  last  day  of  February,  1833.”  No 
appointment  need  be  made  in  place  of  this  gentleman,  there  being  already 
as  many  agents  as  the  service  demands.  Should  any  appointment  have  been 
made,  it  will  be  but  for  the  moment. 

Your’s  of  the  15th  January  is  received.  I regret  that  my  instructions  re- 
lating to  the  distribution  of  the  disbursing  agents  did  not  reach  you  in  time. 
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At  all  events,  one  of  the  agents  should  have  gone,  according  to  your  direc- 
tions, to  the  Seneca  country,  in  pursuance  of  previous  orders. 

Mr.  William  Armstrong  informs  me  that  Captain  Page  and  Lieutenants 
Phillips,  Montgomery,  Simonton,  and  Van  Horne,  are  at  Nashville  settling 
their  accounts,  which  I suppose  are  ready  for  transmission  by  this  time.  I 
have  to-day  directed  one  of  these  gentlemen  to  proceed  without  delay  to 
Little  Rock,  and  report  to  you. 

Your’s  of  the  10th  of  January,  in  relation  to  the  ploughs  detained  at  Lit- 
tle Rock,  has  been  attended  to,  and  the  enclosed  papers  will  disclose  the  re- 
sult of  my  inquiries.  I did  not  order  these  ploughs — they  were  purchased 
by  the  Indian  Bureau;  but  having  it  in  my  power,  through  you,  to  facilitate 
their  reaching  their  destination,  I have  undertaken  to  accomplish  that  object. 
If  they  are  not,  when  this  is  received,  forwarded  to  Fort  Smith,  you  will 
please  to  remonstrate  with  Messrs.  Montgomery  and  Miller,  and,  should  it 
be  necessary,  you  will  pay  the  freight  from  the  mouth  of  White  river  to  Fort 
Smith,  advising,  on  the  instant,  Major  Baker  of  your  having  done  so.  But, 
if  they  have  been  sent  up,  nothing  need  be  done  in  or  said  about  it. 

Three  boxes  more  of  rifles  for  the  Choctaws  to  the  address  of  Major 
Armstrong  have  been  shipped  from  Philadelphia,  by  way  of  New  Orleans, 
to  Fort  Smith.  You  will  please  to  see  that  they  are  not  detained  on  their 
way  up  the  river. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Jigent^  ^c.,  Little  Rock,  A,  T. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Feb,  26,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  lOfh  instant,  with  the  abstract  of  provisions  and 
forage  consumed  by  the  Seneca  and  Shawnee  Indians  during  their  emigra- 
tion west,  has  been  received  at  this  office. 

Respectfully,  &c.. 

To  Mr.  D.  R.  Dunihu,  GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

Bedford,  Indiana^ 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Feb,  26,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  very  recently  received  your  letters  of  the  .24th  of  December; 
one  resigning  the  appointment  assistant  of  agent  in  the  Choctaw  removal,  and 
the  other  recommending  Mr.  Richard  C.  S.  Brown  to  fill  the  situation  to  be 
vacated  by  you.  It  will  not  be  necessary,  provided  employment  be  given 
to  agents  already  engaged,  to  make  another  appointment. 

You  will  please  to  receive  my  thanks  for  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
you  have  performed  the  duties  assigned  you. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Willlam  McK.  Ball,  Esquire, 

Fort  Towson, 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  March  8,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  12th  of  January,  with  its  enclosures,  is  received. 
Blanks  will  be  forwarded  by  this  mail. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  ^lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

Disbursing  Jigcnt,  Fort  Smith,  A,  T, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  March  11, 1833. 

Sir:  The  account  of  Mr.  John  O’Ferrall  for  services  of  his  agent  six  days 
at  $2  a day,  for  two  laboring  men  six  days  at  $1  per  day,  and  for  inciden- 
tal expenses  $6,  with  a charge  for  711  complete  rations  at  8 cents,  amount- 
ing to  ^56  88 — total  amount  $86  88,  was  shown  you  in  this  office  a few 
days  since.  You  were  also  shown,  at  the  same  time,  a letter  from  Mr.  John 
Hollister,  with  the  account  accompanying  it,  certified  by  Benjamin  Hollis- 
ter, for  provisions  furnished  the  emigrating  Ohio  Indians  between  June  and 
SeptemW,  1832,  amounting  to  $83. 

Be  good  enough  to  state  whether  these  accounts,  in  all  or  in  part,  are  cor- 
rect, and,  if  they  are,  you  will  please  call  and  certify  them.  If  they  are  not 
correct,  say  in  what  respect,  that  I may  be  able  to  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man through  whose  agency  they  have  been  sent  to  me. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  J.  B.  Gardiner,  Esquire, 

Washington  City. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  March  11,  1833. 

Sir:  The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  will  place  to  your  credit  in  the 
Branch  Bank  at  New  Orleans  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  G.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent,  <^c,,  Little  Rock,  A,  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  March  13, 1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  is  received.  Lieutenant  Lane  has  ar- 
rived here. 

Your  account  would  be  paid  now,  without  a moment’s  delay,  but,  on 
taking  it  up  for  settlement,  it  is  discovered  that  the  requirements  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  War’s  instructions  have  not  been  complied  with  by  you. 
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You  will  please  to  forward  a certificate  of  some  person  or  persons  as  to 
the  payment  of  the  money  to  the  Indians.  This  is  required  by  the  account- 
ing officers,  and  therefore  no  exception  can  be  made.  If  you  cannot  get 
a certificate  as  to  every  voucher,  perhaps  a general  certificate  as  to  the  pay-* 
ment  of  the  money  will  suffice.  You  will  also  please  to  show  in  every 
case,  on  the  inventory,  the  sum  which  the  property  brought.  Your  papers 
are  herewith  enclosed. 

I regret  that  this  delay  has  occurred  in  the  settlement  of  your  small  ac- 
count, but  it  has  resulted  from  the  absence  of  the  officers  of  emigration,  and 
the  great  mass  of  accounts  growing  out  of  the  several  Indian  removals  of 
last  fall  and  winter. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Benjamin  Briggs,  Esquire, 

Newark,  Ohio, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  March  13,  1833. 

Sir:  Will  you  be  pleased  to  forward  to  me  your  account  for  services  as 
appraiser,^^  specifying  the  number  of  days,  with  the  time  of  commence- 
ment and  termination,  and  a certificate,  as  required  by  the  Secretary  of 
War’s  instructions?  On  the  receipt  of  your  account  the  money  shall  be  re-^ 
mitted  to  you.  Your  inventory  has  been  received,  but  no  account. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Jeremiah  McLene,  Esquire, 

Columbus,  Ohio, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  March  16, 1833. 

Sir:  I have  understood  that,  through  some  inadvertence,  your  account 
for  four  hundred  and  seventy  rifles,  which  was  forwarded  to  me  in  January 
last,  was  not  taken  up  for  settlement  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor  until 
within  a few  days  past,  nor  until  you  had  written  with  the  view  of  ascer- 
taining the  cause  of  the  delay  in  remitting  you  the  money. 

I deem  it  proper  to  say  that  the  account  was  examined  in  this  office,  and 
sent  to  that  of  the  Second  Auditor  for  settlement,  on  the  21st  of  January. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  George  W.  Tryon, 

Gun  Manufacturer,  Philadelphia. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  March  18,  1833. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  hence  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory,  and 
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report  to  Captain  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent,  for  duty  as  disbursing 
agent  to  the  Seneca  tribes  recently  removed  west.  Captain  Brown  has 
hitherto  been  instructed  by  me  as  to  the  manner  in  v/hich  the  business  will 
be  transacted,  and  he  will  direct  you  accordingly. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  report  both  to  this  office  and  to  the  principal  dis- 
bursing agent,  as  frequently  as  practicable,  the  progress  of  your  business. 
The  tribe  of  Senecas  from  Sandusky,  and  the  mixed  band  of  Senecas  and 
Shawnees,  have,  it  is  understood,  become  amalgamated:  Captain  Brown 
will,  therefore,  be  informed  that  there  wdll  be  no  necessity  of  keeping  the 
accounts  separate. 

Herewith  is  an  extract  from  a report  of  the  Indian  commissioner  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  great  impositions  have  been 
practised  in  the  issue  of  provisions. 

You  will  exercise  a due  degree  of  vigilance  in  order  to  the  detection  of 
any  practices  calculated  to  wrong  either  the  Government  or  the  Indians. 

There  is  also  enclosed  an  extract  from  Captain  Brown’s  general  instruc- 
tions of  December  last;  and,  accompanying  this,  are  all  the  blanks  necessary 
to  the  performance  of  your  duty. 

On  your  arrival  on  the  Seneca  lands,  you  will  relieve  Lieutenant  Ross, 
who,  it  is  reported,  is  now  performing  the  duty  of  disbursing  agent.  That 
gentleman  will  be  paid  by  you  the  extra  allowance  for  such  services,  com- 
mencing on  the  day  of  his  leaving  Fort  Gibson,  and  terminating  on  the  day 
of  his  being  relieved,  with  ten  cents  a mile  for  travelling  from  his  post 
to  the  Seneca  agency,  and  the  same  on  his  return. 

As  there  will  be  a balance  of  money  on  account  of  the  Choctaw  removal 
remaining  in  your  hands  on  closing  your  accounts  for  this  quarter,  you  will 
turn  the  same  over  to  Captain  Brown,  who  will  supply  you  with  the  neces- 
sary funds  and  charge  them  to  the  subsistence  of  the  Senecas,  &c. 

In  order  that  there  may  be  no  difficulty  in  settling  your  personal  charges 
and  allowances,  you  will  charge  all  such  from  the  1st  of  April  to  the  Seneca 
fund,  when  it  comes  in  your  possession. 

You  are  permitted,  in  accordance  with  your  request,  to  pass  three  or  four 
weeks  at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  before  going  to  Little  Rock;  but  you  will,  with 
this  exception,  make  all  practicable  haste  to  arrive  at  your  place  of  destina- 
tion. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  Van  Horne, 

Disbursing  ^gent^  ^c.,  Washington  City. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

^ Dffice  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  March  27,  1833. 

^ Sir:  Your  several  letters  of  December  15th  and  20th,  and  February 
7th,  11th,  and  21st,  have  been  received;  and  although  I have  written  to  you 
subsequently  to  the  reception  of  some  of  them,  several  matters  contained 
therein  could  not  at  the  time  be  attended  to. 

I have  yet  received  no  estimate  for  the  first  quarter  of  this  year.  It  would 
appear  that  you  expected  your  double  estimate  to  be  entirely  filled,  making 
the  amount  of  ^121, 000,  but  this  only  because  Major  Armstrong  insisted 
30 
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upon  the  S60,000,  transmitted  by  the  hands  of  Captain  Hunt  being  applica- 
ble to  the  ‘transactions  connected  with  his  operations.’^ 

But  as  Major  Armstrong  has  not,  according  to  his  account,  caused  an  ex- 
penditure of  more  than  five  or  six  thousand  dollars;  and  as  the  agency  ex^ 
penditures,  such  as  transportation,  &c,,  about  which  you  have  been  previous- 
ly written,  will  not,  in  addition,  amount  to  more  than  a similar  sum,  it  is  to 
be  supposed  that  the  estimates  would  leave  a large  surplus;  and  so  it  would 
appear  from  your  account  for  the  4th  quarter  of  1833,  in  which  you  report 
on  hand  ^26,123  24,  which,  added  to  the  remittances  heretofore  made,  to 
wit,  .......  $26,123  24 

On  the  16th  of  January,  -----  25,000  00 

On  the  11  Ih  of  March',  -----  40,000  00' 

And  on  the  27th  do.  - - - 20,000  00 


^111,123  24 


Making  a total  applicable  to  the  1st  quarter  of  the  present  year  of  one 
hundred  and  eleven  thousand  dollars;  so  that,  although  no  estimate  for  the 
first  quarter  has  been  received,  yet  confidence  is  felt  that  the  amount  above 
stated  will  be  ample  to  meet  your  wants.  I wish  to  impress  you  with  the 
necessit}’'  of  forwarding  your  estimates  in  time  to  reach  me  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  quarter,  of  including  specifically  every  expenditure  which 
may  be  made  in  that  period,  and  of  estimating  and  deducting  the  supposed 
balance  from  the  amount  required. 

Your  letter  of  the  15th  of  December,  (received  17lh  January,)  covered  two 
estimates,  one  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Senecas  from  Sandusky,  including 
what  is  due  to  Mr.  Bailey  for  subsisting  them  from  5th  July, 

1832,  to  5th  January,  1833,  - - - - V-  ^11,840  00 

For  subsisting  them  from  5th  January  to  4th  July,  1833, 

and  for  expenditures  connected  with  the  removal,  &;c.  - 4,995  00 

Subsistence  of  the  emigrants,  pay  to  agents,  &c.  - - 1,165  00 


From  which  you  deduct  amount  remitted  in  September  , 


^18,000  00 
5,000  00 

SI 3,000  00 


Subsistence  of  400  from  1st  January  to  30th  June  - 
Expenses  connected  with  subsistence,  such  as  pay  to  agents, 
erecting  cribs,  &c.  . . . - - 

Transportation  and  other  expenses  connected  with  the  remo- 
val from  St.  Louis,  &c.^  &c.  - 


1 enclose  you  an  extract  from  a report  of  the  Indian  commissioner,  by 
which  you  will  see  that  charges  of  a serious  character  are  made  against  the 
contractor.  This  fact  will  render  an  investigation  necessary  by  the  War 
Department,  and  until  this  is  had,  Mr.  Bailey  will  not  be  paid.  The 
amount  of  his  claim  cannot,  therefore,  be  remitted  to  General  Clark  as  he 
requests. 

The  other  estimate  in  your  letter  of  the  15th  December,  was  for  removal 
and  subsistence  of  the  mixed  band  of  Senecas  and  Shawneese, 

$5,550  00 


1,450  00 
3,000  00 
g 1 0,000  00 
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As  there  will  be  no  expenses  for  the  transportatioHj  , 
Lieutenant  Lane  having  closed  all  such  accounts,  that 
item  will  be  stricken  out  - - - S 


S3, 000 


And  as  there  are  also,  instead  of  400,  only  about  250 
of  these  Indians,  a proportional  reduction  will  be 
made,  to  wit;  - „ - - 


2,000 


<55  5,000  00 


The  result  then  as  to  both  estimates  is  as  follows: 
Total  amount  of  1st  estimate 
Deduct  amount  due  Bailey  - - - 


$13,000 

11,840 


Balance  required 
Total  amount  of  2d  estimate 
Deduct  as  above 


$1,160  00 


$10,000 

5,000 


5,000  00 


Amount  required  to  subsist  the  two  tribes  of  S^^aecas  from 

the  1st  and  5th  January  to  30th  June  and  4th  July,  1833.  $6,160  00 

The  treasurer  will,  therefore,  deposite  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank 
at  New  Orleans,  twenty  thousand  dollars,  alluded  to  in  this  letter,  and  of 
which  you  have  not  before  been  apprized,  on  account  of  the  Choctaws,  and 
seven  thousand  dollars  on  account  of  the  two  tribes  of  Senecas.  The  ex- 
penditures for  the  two  last  named  tribes  need  no  longer  be  kept  separate,  as 
they  have  agreed  to  become  united  as  one  nation. 

Lieutenant  J.  Vanhorne  has  been  directed  to  report  to  you  for  service  in 
the  Seneca  country,  as  per  his  instructions  enclosed.  He  will  arrive  at 
liittle  Rock  by  the  lOlh  or  I5th  May,  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to 
his  point  of  destination. 

Ail  the  disbursing  agents  of  the  Choctaw  removal  have  reached  Wash- 
ington, and  their  accounts  are  in  a course  of  settlement 
The  claims  for  ferriage  to  which  you  allude  in  the  letter  of  February  15th, 
should  be  well  supported.  I learn  that  many  ferriage  accounts  have  been 
presented  to  William  Armstrong,  esq  , whom  1 shall  direct  to  forward  them 
to  me,  with  all  the  information  in  his  possession  in  relation  to  them. 

If  you  have  any  accounts  for  crossing  at  Memphis,  you  will  send  them 
to  me,  in  order  that,  by  comparison  %vith  other  accounts  for  crossing  at  the 
same  place,  impositions  may  be  prevented.  But  you  can  pay  such  accounts 
for  crossing  at  Helena  and  Chicot,  that  appear  reasonable.  All,  in  which 
there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  to  establish  their  correctness,  should  be  pro- 
perly proven  before  a magistrate. 

You  are  under  the  impression  that  ‘Mhe  privilege  to  emigrate  on  their 
own  resources  Was  not  extended  to  theChocSaws”  during  the  past  season. 

They  were  allowed  by  the  department  to  emigrate  in  that  way,  but  the 
agents,  finding  it  would  interfere  veiy  much  with  the  arrangements  then  mak- 
ing to  take  them  on,  thought  best  to  discourage  that  mode  of  emigration. 

\our  letter  of  the  7lh  of  February  shall  receive  timely  attention.  Some 
arrangements  will  he  made  to  nrevent  a conflict  ol  iurisdiction  on  the  part 


Emigration  OF  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistencey  March  29,  1833. 


Sir;  Will  you  please  to  transmit  a draft  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  to  Jeremiah  McLene,  esq.,  Columbus,  Ohio? 

You  will  find  enclosed  my  check  for  the  same  amount. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  Y. 

To  Richard  Smith,  Esq., 

Cashier  Branch  United  States'’  Banky  Washington  City, 


Emigration  OP  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  2,  1833. 

Sir;  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  March,  with  its  enclosure. 
The  amount  of  your  account  for  services  as  appraiser  has  been  forwarded  to 
you,  at  my  request,  by  the  cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  this  city,  in  a 
draft  on  the  Branch  at  Cincinnati,  the  receipt  of  which  please  acknow- 
ledge to  him  and  me. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

geo:  GIBSON,  C.  G.  *S^. 

To  Jeremiah  McLene,  Esq., 

Columbus,  Ohio, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  2,  183S. 

Sir;  Mr.  Deringer  will  turn  over  to  you  500  rifles,  for  shipment  to  Fort 
Smith,  via  New  Orleans.  Insurance  will  be  procured  on  them  to  the  full 
amount  of  the  purchase.  In  other  respects  please  to  be  guided  by  my  letter 
to  you  of  the  15th  December  ultimo. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G. /S'. 

To  Lieutenant  C.  Waite, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Philadelphia, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  2,  1833. 


Sir;  Major  Armstrong  has,  pursuant  to  instruction  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  purchased  from  you  five  hundred  more  rifles  for  the  Choctaws.  After 
inspection,  as  in  former  cases,  they  will  be  turned  over  in  good  order  for 
shipment,  to  Lieutenant  Waite,  assistant  quartermaster,  United  States’  army, 
who  will  receipt  for  them. 

Your  account  will  receive  immediate  attention  when  received  at  this 
office. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S, 

To  Mr.  H.  Deringer, 

uManufaeiurer  of  Arms,  Philaddphia, 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jlpril  3,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  submit  for  payment,  out  of  appropria- 
tion for  expenses  of  removing  and  subsisting  Indians/’  per  act  making  ap- 
propriation to  carry  into  ejSect  certain  Indian  treaties  and  for  other  purposes, 
approved  2d  March,  1833,  the  following  draft: 

George  Vashon’s  draft  on  Secretary  of  War,  dated  May  24,  1832,  favor 
of  Griff  Morgan,  for  §130.* 

JMemorandum  of  dlppropriaiioiu 

<‘Cost  of  subsisting  750  Cherokees  who  removed  in  the  spring  of  1832, 
the  remainder  of  the  twelve  months,  &c.” 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  4,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  25th  of  February,  with  the 
quarterly  list  of  agents. 

Be  pleased  to  notify  the  following  named  gentlemen,  unless  they  have 
been  sooner  discharged,  that,  as  their  services  were  no  longer  demanded, 
they  were  considered  out  of  service  on  the  1st  of  March,  and  that  on  the 
arrival  of  a disbursing  officer  at  Nashville,  they  will  be  paid  their  per  diem 
allowance  up  to  that  time,  viz: 

Mr.  Thomas  Irwine,  Philip  Campbell,  Alexander  H.  Sommerville,  Adam 
Little,  N.  A.  Speer,  and  William  L.  Clark. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  received  from  Mr.  Byrn,  the  agent  for  selling  cat- 
tle. As  your  business  will  call  you  into  the  Choctaw  country,  it  will  be 
convenient  to  ascertain  from  him  the  reasons  for  not  forwarding  his  papers, 
according  to  instructions  given  to  him  by  me.  Mr.  Byrn  has,  it  appears, 
turned  over  to  you  some  small  amounts  of  money,  which  you  have  transferred 
to  the  disbursing  agents.  Did  you  get  receipts  for  them?  It  will  be  ne- 
cessary, as  you  were  the  medium  of  passing  money  from  Mr.  Byrn’s  hands 
to  the  treasury,  that  you  render  an  account  for  the  same.  You  will  urge 
Mr.  B.  to  forward  his  papers  without  delay.  ^ 

There  is  a suspension  in  Lieutenant  Montgomery’s  accounts  of  a payment 
made  to  you,  as  superintendent,  to  wit:  of  ten  day’s  pay,  from  the  2d  to 
the  12th  July  ultimo.  Your  appointment  is  dated  on  the  2d,  and  your  ac- 
ceptance on  file  in  the  Indian  Bureau  the  12th  July.  It  is  a rule  to  pay 
from  the  acceptance  of  an  appointment,  unless  1 here  be  good  reasons  for 
paying  from  an  earlier  date. 

Befqre  closing  the  account  I shall  await  your  views.  I cannot  at  present 
act  upon  the  subject  of  commutation  allowances. 

Recent  information  assures  me  that  about  2,000  Choctaws  have  gone  over 
independently  of  the  Government  officers.  There  will  be,  perhaps,  some 


See  note  at  page  1S€. 
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<jifficulty  in  distinguishing  them  from  those  who  have  been  removed.  In«^ 
structions  have  heretofore  been  given  to  Lieutenants  Stephenson  and  Rains, 
to  register  such  emigrants,  and  to*show,  quarterly,  the  arrivals,  &c.,  and  they 
again  have  their  attention  called  to  it. 

Major  F.  W.  Armstrong  has  been  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
proceed  to  the  agency  west,  immediately.  He  will  leave  this  city  for  Nash- 
Tille  in  a day  or  two. 

Should  he  see  you  there  it  would  be  well  to  communicate  with  him  in 
relation  to  this  commutation  business;  and  I shall  forward  him  directions  to 
make  such  investigations  as  will  insure  some  degree  of  accuracy  to  the  ef- 
fort to  distinguish  the  two  classes  of  emigrants,  and  that  will  enable  me  to 
Lave  only  such  paid  as  are  justly  entitled  to  receive  a commutation  allow- 
ance. 

Your  remark  in  one  of  your  letters  that  you  do  not  know  the  decision  c?f 
the  department,  with  respect  to  Mr.  Colquhoun’s  suspension,  by  F.  W. 
Armstrong  This  was  confirmed,  and  Mr.  C.  of  course  considered  to  be 
110  longer  attached  to  the  service. 

I learn  from  the  disbursing  agents  that  some  ferriage  accounts,  incurred 
in  the  late  removal,  have  been  presented  to  you. 

If  any  of  them  are  for  crossing  the  Mississippi  at  Helena  and  Chicot,  you 
will  send  them  to  Captain  Brown;  and  such  as  are  for  crossing  at  Memphis, 
you  will  transmit  to  me,  in  both  cases,  with  any  explanations  you  may  be 
able  to  make. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G. 

To  Wm.  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Choctaw  removal,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

O^ice  Coinmissary  General  Subsistence,  Spril  d,  1833. 
Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  4th.  Since  mine  of  the  2d  instant, 
Major  Armstrong  has  apprized  me  that  he  inspected  the  five  hundred  rifles, 
and  he  expressed  his  entire  satisfaction  with  them,  so  there  will  be,  as  you 
suggest,  no  necessity  of  inspection. 

Respectfully,  &c. 


GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 


To  Mr.  Henry  Deringek, 

JV[a7wfactiirer  of  ^8.rms,  Philadelphia^ 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  ^pril  8,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I liave  the  honor  to  submit  for  payment,  out  of  appropri- 
ation for  expenses  of  removing  and  subsisting  Indians,’’  per  act  making 
appropriations  to  carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, approved  March  2d,  1833,  the  following  draft:"^ 

George  Vashon’s  draft  on  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  July  lUh,  1832, 
favor  Joel  M.  Bryan  for  50. 


+ See  note  at  page  1S5. 
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Memorandum  of  appropriation.  Cost  of  subsisting  750  Cherokecs,  who 
removed  in  the  spring  of  1833,  the  remainder  of  the  IS  months. 

Respectfully,  Sic,, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  0.  G.  6". 

To  Honorable  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  Qeneral  Subsistence^  April  8, 1833. 

Sir:  I request  that  you  will  procure  the  following  articles  intended  to  ful- 

certain  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Choctaw  Indians:  500  hoes,  viz. 

200  hilling  hoes,  200  weeding  hoes,  and  100  grubbing  hoes. 

The  same  number  and  kind  of  hoes  have  been  purchased  by  you  from 
Asa  Waters,  at  the  respective  prices  of  ^3  50,  ^4,  and  ^9  per  dozen. 

Also,  3 tons  (2,240  lbs.  each)  of  iron,  viz. 

1,000  lbs.  of  plough  shares  with  the  bars,  1,500  lbs.  bars  for  axes,  and  the 
balance  in  assorted  bar  iron,  suitable  for  farming  utensils,  &e. 

Also,  6 cwt,  (112  lbs  each)  of  steel,  viz. 

500  lbs.  of  best  Crowley,  172  lbs  of  best  blister. 

The  steel  to  be  divided  in  three  equal  parts,  including  the  same  propor- 
tion of  each  kind,  and  properly  secured  with  bands,  &c.  The  iron  to  be  of 
the  best  quality.  The  hoes  to  be  subjected  to  such  inspection  as  you  may' 
deem  necessary,  and  of  the  first  quality  in  all  respects.  They  should  be 
particularly  strong  and  well  steeled. 

There  may  be  some  difficulty  in  procuring  the  hoes  immediately.  If  it  is 
practicable,  I should  like  to  have  them  made  before  the  first  of  May.  Please 
to  advise  me  whether  this  can  be  done.  The  whole  of  these  articles  may 
be  shipped  together,  to  the  direction  of  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  Choctaw 
Agent,  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas  Territory.  It  is  desirable  to  have  them  ship- 
ped by  the  first  of  May,  and,  if  possible,  prior  to  that  time.  Please  to  for- 
ward your  accounts  to  me. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  R.  L.  Baker, 

Ordnance  Department  Pittsburgh^,  Penn. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  April  8,  1833. 

Sir:  I request  that  there  may  be  procured  by  your  department,  for  the 
use  of  the  Choctaws,  the  following  articles: 

3,000  lbs.  of  rifle  powder,  4,000  lbs.  of  lead. 

The  powder  to  be  of  the  best  quality^  and  strongest  proof,  and  the  lead  in 
one  pound  bars. 

I request,  also,  that  10,000  lbs.  of  rifle  powder  be  supplied  by  your  de- 
partment, in  lieu  of  the  same  quantity  furnished  at  my  request  in  June  last, 
and  which  is  now  at  Fort  Smith,  subject  to  your  orders,  not  having  been 
found  of  suitable  quality* 
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The  powder  will  be  packed  ia  kegs  of  25  lbs.,  and  the  kegs  into  boxes, 
four  to  a box.  The  lead  to  be  fixed  in  a manner  calculated  for  a consider- 
able inland  transportation.  These  articles  to  be  forwarded  by  steamboat 
to  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  Choctaw  agent.  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas  Terri- 
tory. 

The  accounts  growing  out  of  the  supply  by  the  Ordinance  Department 
of  the  articles  above  named,  shall  be  promptly  settled. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S. 

To  Colonel  George  Bomford, 

Ordnance  Department,  Washington  city. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  9,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  March  30  is  received.  Major  Armstrong  was  empow- 
ered to  purchase  five  hundred  rifles,  which  were  required  to  be  shipped  with 
all  practicable  haste,  in  order  not  to  lose  the  chance  of  their  reaching  Fort 
Smith  during  the  spring  floods.  He  purchased  them  of  Mr.  Deringer,  who 
had  the  whole  number  ready.  No  more  rifles  are  at  present  wanted.  But 
your  letter  will  be  filed,  and,  at  a proper  time,  duly  considered. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Mr.  George  VV.  Tryon, 

Gun  manufacturer,  Philadelphia. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsiste7ice,  April  9,  1833. 

Sir:  To  remedy  the  inconvenience  alluded  to  in  your  letter  of  22d  of 
March,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  the  employment  of  a wagon  in  the  col- 
lection of  Indians,  where  a less  number  than  fifty  are  assembled,  or  to  be 
found  in  one  neighborhood.  The  regulations  allow  one  wagon  for  every 
fifty  persons.  I am  well  aware  that  in  limited  removals,  and  under  the 
circumstances  of  that  of  the  Cherokees,  that  a neighborhood  of  some  extent 
might  not  furnish  as  many  emigrants.  Taking  this  therefore  into  conside- 
ration, I have  no  hesitancy  in  allowing  the  slight  deviation  from  the  regu- 
lation above  indicated. 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  I enclose  3^ou  a form  of  requisition  upon 
the  disbursing  agent. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  5:  p 

To  B.  F.  CuRREY,  Esquire, 

Superintendent  Cherokee  removal,  Calhoun,  Tenn. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  9,  1833. 
Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  1st,  2d,  6th,  lOth,  (two,)  and 
14th  of  March.  Those  dated  the  1st,  10th,  and  i4th,  in  relation  to  Byrd 


241 


[ 512  3 

and  Belding’s  business,  will  be  filed  with  other  papers  connected  with  that 
aflfair.  That  of  the  2d  related  to  Mr.  A.  Kennerly’s  services  in  issuing  to 
the  Senecas.  He  can  be  informed  that  a regulation  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  will  preclude  him  from  receiving  pay  for  that  duty.  He  w«as  by  me 
so  informed  on  the  30th  of  January,  ultimo.  I have  understood  that  Lieu- 
tenant Ross  has  been  detailed  by  Colonel  Arbuckle,  at  the  request  of  the 
Indian  commissioners,  for  that  purpose.  The  letter  of  the  6th  is  on  the 
subject  of  your  extra  emoluments,  and  explanatory  of  the  manner  of  charg- 
ing them.  This  will  be  settled  when  your  accounts  are  taken  up  for  ad- 
justment. You  will  charge  hereafter,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  one- 
fourth  of  the  whole  annual  extra  allowance,  as  stated  in  my  letter  of  the 
26th  of  January,  without  specification  as  to  the  items  of  which  it  is  made 
up;  and  besides,  for  office  and  other  necessary  expenses. 

One  of  your  letters  of  the  10th,  covered  an  estimate  for  the  Choctaws — 2d 
quarter,  amounting  to  $65,809  63. 

You  will  perceive  by  mine  of  the  27th  ultimo,  that  the  money  remitted 
on  Choctaw  account,  and  of  which  you  were  not  apprized  on  the  date  of 
your  letter,  amounted  to  $60,000,  so  that  you  have  now  at  your  command, 
within  about  g5,000  of  your  entire  2d  quarter’s  estimate. 

I shall  in  a few  days  write  to  you  concerning  the  payment  of  commuta- 
tion allowances  to  Indians,  who  have  gone  over  independently  during  the 
past  season;  and  will  at  the  same  time  remit  you  money  on  that  account, 
when  it  will  be  convenient  to  cover  the  deficiency  above  noted,  in  order  to 
fill  your  estimate. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S'. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent,  <^c.,  Little  Rock,  A.  T. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  10,  1833. 

Sir:  The  following  articles  required  of  the  Choctaws,  in  fulfilment  of  the 
treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  will  be  procured;  and  you  are  authorized 
to  contract  for  the  same,  viz. 

400  looms,  &c. 

1,000  spinning  wheels. 

The  looms  to  be  of  the  best  seasoned  materials,  with  hand-shuttles,  cast 
iron  rag  wheels,  and  wrought  iron  wrists.  And  in  all  respects  of  the 
strongest  and  most  durable  character. 

The  spinning  wheels,  with  steel  spindle,  and  turned  iron  axle.  The  mate- 
rials also,  to  be  of  the  best  quality;  the  wood  well  seasoned.  In  fine,  both 
of  these  articles  to  be  what  would  be  called  first  rate  country  looms  and 
wheels. 

You  will  have  made  a specimen  loom  and  wheel,  and  deposite  them  at 
Nashville,  where  they  may  be  seen  by  those  disposed  to  contract.  And 
you  will  frame  such  advertisement  as  you  may  deem  proper,  and  publish 
It  in  three  or  four  papers,  among  which  should  be  a Pittsburgh  paper. 

It  will  be  understood  that  two  hundred  and  fifty  wheels  and  one  hundred 
looms  are  to  be  delivered  within  the  1st  quarter  of  1834,  the  remainder  of 
both  before  the  first  of  March,  1835. 
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At  a proper  time  after  the  contracts  are  closed,  the  specimen  articles  will 
be  safely  transported,  and  set  up  at  the  Agency  West;  at  which  place  the  con- 
tractors will  be  bound  to  deliver  those  they  may  engage  to  furnish;  and,  in 
order  to  a satisfactory  inspection,  they  will  also  put  them  up,  and  fix  them 
in  complete  order.  The  Choctaw  agent  west  will  inspect  them;  but,  should 
any  difference  of  opinion  arise  between  him  and  the  contractor,  on  account 
of  rejections  or  deficiencies,  an  umpire  may  be  selected  in  such  manner  as 
they  may  choose. 

No  expenses  or  charges  of  any  description  will  be  paid  by  the  United 
States. 

The  articles  will  be  paid  for  by  the  draft  of  the  Choctaw  agent  on  this 
department,  advice,  with  certificates  of  inspection,  being  previously  or  con- 
currently forwarded. 

Blank  contracts  and  bonds  are  enclosed.  There  will  be  triplicates  of  each 
of  these  instruments;  one  to  be  forwarded,  as  soon  as  made,  to  this  office, 
one  for  the  agent,  and  the  third  for  the  contractor. 

It  might  be  w^ell  to  state  in  the  advertisement  the  proper  season  for  navi- 
gating the  Arkansas  river. 

The  hoes,  iron,  steel,  powder,  and  lead,  will  be  furnished,  without 
doubt,  in  time  to  reach  the  agency  before  the  navigation  closes  this  spring. 

It  is  believed  that  a sufficient  number  of  flints  has  already  been  supplied. 

The  five  hundred  axes  are  under  contract,  Mr.  Harris  is  bound  to  deli-  j 
ver  them  at  Pittsburgh  on  the  1st  of  June.  They  shall  be  forwarded  imme- 
diately after  delivery.  jEnclosed  are  letters,  one  to  Colonel  Bomford,  and  I 
one  to  Major  Baker,  dated  April  8,  which  will  show  the  measures  taken  to  « 
procure  the  articles  above  named,  and  also  a supply  of  powder  in  lieu  of  that  j 
heretofore  delivered.  You  will  please  hold  the  defective  powder  to  the  order  j 
of  Colonel  Bomford,  who  contemplates  having  it  sent  to  the  nearest  arsenal. 

Before  ordering  any  cardsy  I will  await  a report  from  you  as  to  the  num-  i 
ber  already  supplied.  Please  to  make  this  a subject  for  examination  as  soon 
as  you  arrive  at  the  Agency  West.  ' 

I shall  write  to  you  shortly  upon  the  subject  of  commutation  allowances,  | 
and  other  matters  contained  in  your  letter  dated  on  board  steamboat,  6th 
April.’’ 

Respectfully,  &c,,  * 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Choctaw  *dtgenty  Nashville,  Tenn.  ' 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  16,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  the  account  of  Henry  Deringer  for  five  hundred  rifles 
furnished  for  the  use  of  the  Choctaws,  together  with  the  expenses  of  ship- 
ment, insurance,  &c.,  of  the  same.  Please  to  have  the  money  remitted  to 
him  at  Philadelphia  without  delay. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  ^ 

To  James  Eakij?,  Esq., 

Acting  Second  Auditor,  Treasury  Departments 
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Emigration  op  Indians^ 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  April  13j  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  6th  instant*  stating  that  your  accounts 
are  closed,  and  asking  the  expression  of  my  opinion  respecting  your  acts  in 
connexion  with  the  emigration  of  the  Ohio  Indians. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that,  as  far  as  a close  and  scrutinizing  inves- 
tigation into  your  accounts,  and  the  examination  of  all  the  evidences  in  my 
possession  in  relation  to  the  public  transactions  in  which  you  were  engaged, 
go,  your  conduct  meets  my  approbation. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  & 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  ^gent,  Washington  City. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  April  13, 1833. 

Sir:  I am  informed  that  considerable  numbers  of  Choctaws  have  reUioved' 
themselves  west  since  the  termination  of  the  removal  under  the  superin- 
tendency of  your  brother  and  yourself.  How  many,  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  say  I but  I am  led  to  believe  that  there  may  be  from  one  to  two  thousand. 
There  was,  besides,  a party  of  Indians  which  attempted  to  remove,  and 
reached  a point  near  Memphis,  where,  from  the  inability  to  proceed  further, 
they  were  obliged  to  stop,  and  were  afterwards  enrolled  by  order  of  William 
Armstrong,  esquire,  and  put  under  the  conduct  of  an  assistant  agent,  who 
succeeded  in  removing  them  to  the  new  country. 

It  is  my  wish  that  immediate  efforts  should  be  made  to  enroll  all  those 
who  have  not  been  enrolled  prior  to  the  emigration,  and  to  distinguish  them 
from  those  whom  the  Government  removed.  This,  I am  informed  by  Lieut 
Rains,  will  be  difficult  to  accomplish.  But  I should  suppose  there  could 
not  be  much  danger  from  imposition  if  the  disbursing  agents  have  complied 
with  the  regulations  and  instructions' respecting  the  roih. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  those  people  who  have  removed  independently 
did  not  do  so  at  a proper  time,  and  that  the  removal  of  some  .of  them  in  that 
way  should  have  been  productive,  as  I am  induced  to  believe,  of  very  con- 
siderable expense  to  the  Government,  from  their  first  holding  out  induce- 
ments for  extensive  preparations,  and  then  declining  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments. 

You  will,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  your  arriv«al  at  the  agency,  fake 
steps  to  effect  the  purpose  above  indicated,  and  with  that  view  you'  will 
adopt  every  necessary  measure.  Lieutenants  Stephenson  and  Rains  will  be 
instructed  to  use  all  their  efforts  to  aid  you. 

The  enrolment  can  be  made  on  the  ordinary  muster-rolls,  of  which  a 
book  will  be  immediately  forwarded  to  you  at  the  Agency  West. 

It  is  designed  to  pay  the  emigrants,  who  are  entitled,  a commutation  of 
ten  dollars  a head;  with  this  exception,  that  those  Who  did  not  remove  them- 
selves all  the  way  shall  receive  less;  as  well  as  those  who,  by  their  conduct 
in  the  old  nation  as  before  alluded  to, 'caused  the  expenditure  of  money  use- 
lessly by  the  disbursing  agents  of  the  Government 
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It  is  quite  impossible  to  fix  any  thing  like  a rate  of  payment,  without  being 
acquainted  with  the  facts.  I wish,  however,  that  every  case  may  be  properly 
examined,  and  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  make  an  equitable*  allowance 
upon  the  best  evidence  you  can  obtain.  Your  own  experience,  and  your 
knowledge  of  the  occurrences  which  took  place,  will,  with  the  aid  of  the 
officers  beforenamed,  secure  a proper  administration  of  the  public  interests 
now  confided  to  you. 

As  soon  as  the  enrolments  are  completed,  and  the  cases  decided  upon, 
the  Indians  will  be  paid  by  the  disbursing  agents  the  amounts  awarded  to 
them.  And  that  there  may  be  no  delay  for  Want  of  funds,  I shall  imme- 
diately direct  a deposite  of  an  ample  sum,  say  ^20,000,  to  the  credit  of  Cap- 
tain Brown  in  the  New  Orleans  Branch  Bank.  The  disbursing  officers  may 
then  obtain  the  money  from  that  officer  by  draft  or  otherwise. 

The  changes,  which  you  suggest  should  be  made  in  the  relative  duties  of 
superintendent  and  disbursing  agent,  cannot  be  decided  upon  at  this  time. 
They  shall,  however,  receive  my  early  attention,  as  will  also  the  remittance 
of  money  in  anticipation  of  the  wants  of  the  next  Choctaw  removal. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

. GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Choctaw  Jigmt-,  Nashville^  Tenn. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  16,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  addressed  to  Major  Francis  W.  Arm- 
strong on  the  13th  instant. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C\  G.  S. 

To  William  Armstrong,  Esquire, 

Superintendent  Choctaw  removal,  J^ashville,  Tenn. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  *April  16,  1833, 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  March  15th,  18th,  and  20th.  The 
accounts  for  services  of  teams  in  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  expedition  are  on  file 
with  the  rest.  I shall  rely  much,  in  settling  these  accounts,  upon  the  evi- 
dence you  will  be  able  to  procure.  The  papers  are  placed  on  file  as  receiv- 
ed; and,  at  a suitable  time,  the  whole  business  will  be  investigated. 

I approve  of  your  selling  the  balance  of  the  bacon  at  auction.  By  keep- 
ing it  longer  it  would  become  utterly  worthless.  The  broken  down  horses 
and  oxen  can  be  well  disposed  of  in  the  same  way.  It  may  not  be  good 
policy  to  buy  others,  at  least  for  the  present,  nor  hereafter,  unless  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  service  should  demarid  it.  Most  of  the  teams  being  employ- 
ed in  the  Indian  country,  it  will  not  be  in  your  power  to  reduce  the  expenses 
of  that  branch  much;  but  you  will  do  it  as  far  as  possible.  Let  no  expense 
continue  during  the  inactive  season,  that  can,  without  injury,  be  dispensed 
with.  You  have  recently  heard  from  me  on  the  subject  of  the  present.em- 
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ployment  of  the'teams,  and  as  to  the  mode  of  accounting  for  the  expenditures 
thereupon. 

You  notice  the  infrequency  of  the  communications  of  the  Seneca  agents. 
Lieutenant  Lane  was  ordered  away  so  soon  after  his  arrival,  that  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  communicate  with  you  more  than  once  or  twice,  which  I 
understand  he  did. 

It  was  intended  by  me  that  the  emigration  of  the  three  Ohio  tribes  should 
be  difierently  conducted,  but  circumstances  rendered  it  necessary  to  make 
a change;  and  the  position  of  Lieutenant  Lane  to  the  tribe,  was  not  as  con- 
ductor, which  office  was  confided  by  Colonel  Abert  to  a Mr.  Workman,  but 
as  disbursing  agent.  It  was  Mr.  Workman’s  duty  to  forward  you  the  rolls, 
and  every  necessary  information  in  relation  to  the  tribe.  There  will  be  no 
further  difficulty  after  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Van  Horne,  who  will  carry 
into  efiect  fully  the  design  of  the  department. 

Mr.  Brish  has,  some  time  since,  been  superseded.  Five  hundred  more 
rifles  for  the  Choctaws  were  shipped  from  Philadelphia  on  the  10th  instant. 
You  will  facilitate  their  passage  to  Fort  Smith. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Bhown, 

Principal  Disbursing  JlgenU  Little  Roch,  A*  T. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistencey  ^pril  17,  1833* 


Sir:  Lieutenant  C.  A.  Waite,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  Philadelphia,  has 
recently  shipped,  per  brig  William  Henry  for  New  Orleans,  fifty  boxes, 
containing  five  hundred  rifles.  You  will  please  to  pay  the  freight  upon 
them,  and  charge  the  amount  in  your  quarterly  account  with  the  Quarter- 
master’s Department,  the  appropriation  for  which  will,  in  due  time,  be  cre- 
dited with  said  payment.  As  soon  as  may  be,  after  the  arrival  of  the  William 
Henry,  you  will  ship  the  rifles,  per  steamboat,  to  F.  W.  Armstrong,  Choc- 
taw agent,  Fort  Smith,  and  advise  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  principal  disburs- 
ing agent  in  the  Indian  removal  at  Little  Rock,  thereof,  that  he  may,  if  ne- 
cessary, take  measures  t6  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  articles  up  the  river, 
and  pay  the  freight. 


Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  & 

To  Lieutenant  A.  Drane, 

Assistant  Quartermaster^  JYew  Orleans, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Suhsistencey  Jipril  17, 1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  are  copies  of  some  papers  connected  with  the  accounts  of 
Colonel  George  S.  Gaines,  superintendent  df  the  Choctaw  removal.  Mr. 
Everett  says  in  his  letter,  that  you  wefe  cognizant  of  the  payment  of  mo- 
neys to  certain  persons  whose  vouchers  are  imperfect,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
copies  enclosed 
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The  vouchers  are  as  follows: 

Benj.  McMillon — signed  with  X mark  and  not  witnessed,  but  has  the 
initials  S.  T,  C, 

James  Coudray — signed  by  William  Coudray,  for  James  Coudray. 

John  Ratlif — signed  by  George  Grayson,  for  William  Ratlif,  and  wit- 
nessed by  Alexander  H.  Summerville. 

It  is  presumed  that  you  will  readily  recollect  all  these  transactions.  I 
will  therefore  thank  you  to  state  what  you  know  with  regard  to  each. 

I am  solicitous  to  close  Colonel  Gaines’s  accounts,  which  these,  and  some 
other  small  suspensions  have  kept  open  until  now.  Whatever  statement 
you  may  make  will  be  in  the  form  of  a certificate*  Please  to  reply  as  spee- 
dily as  practicable. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  S.  T.  Cross,  Esq., 

•Assistant  Agent  Indian  removali  Madison^  Ind, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commssary  General  Subsistence^  April  25,  1S33. 

Sir:  I have  been  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  have  transmitted 
to  you  one  thousand  and  thirty-four  dollars. 

This  will  be  done  by  Richard  Smith,  esq.,  cashier  of  the  United  States’ 
Branch  Bank  in  this  city,  in  a draft  on  the  Branch  at  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee. 

As  soon  as  you  receive  his  draft,  please  to  forward  me  a receipt  for  the 
amount,  a form  of  which  is  enclosed.  j ' 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  John  Donnelson,  jr..  Esq., 

Nashville,  Tennessee. 


Emigration  op  Indians^ 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  2S,  1S33* 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  directed  me  to  have  transmitted  to  you 
one  thousand  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and  forty  cents.  This  will  be  done 
by  Richard  Smith,  esq.,  cashier  United  States’  Branch  Bank  in  this  city,  1 
in  a draft  on  the  Branch  at  St.  Louis. 

As  soon  as  you  receive  his  draft,  please  to  forward  me  a receipt  for  the 
amount,  a form  of  which  is  enclosed. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S.  | 

To  Reverend  Isaac  McCor, 

Shaimee,  Jackson  county.  Mo.  , 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  23,  1 833. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  remit  the  following  sums  of  money  to  the 
persons  named  below,  for  which  you  will  find  herewith  my  check,  viz. 
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To  John  Donnelion,  junior,  esq.  j at  Nashville  * - 1^1,034  00 

Reverend  Isaac  McCoy,  at  Shawnee,  Jackson  county,  Mo,  - 1,029  40 

g2,063  40 

Respectfully,  &c* 

GEO*  GIBSON,  C*  G.  S. 

To  Richard  Smith,  Esq., 

' Cashier  Branch  U,  S,  Bank^  Washington  City, 


Emigration  of  Inmans, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistencej  Jlpril  26,  1838. 

Sir:  In  the  further  examination  of  your  accounts  there  have  been  disco- 
vered some  more  vouchers,  either  incorrect  or  improperly  abstracted,  and 
which  are  noticed  below,  viz. 

In  abstract  of  moneys  paid  since  31st  December,  1831. 

Voucher  1.  James  Snedicor,  14  days,  &c.,  at  •$!  per  day,  ^28.  Should 
be  gl4. 

Voucher  7.  Steamer  Marietta;  freight,  voucher  correct.  Entered  abstract 
$2  62i,  should  be  $2  31i. 

Voucher  13.  A.  W.  Everett,  assistant  agent:  the  amount  charged  for  his 
services  is  $348;  you  had  previously  paid  him  $300,  consequently  the 
amount  paid  him,  instead  of  $50,  should  be  $48. 

Voucher  14.  Samuel  C.  Adams;  passage  George  S.  Gaines  to  New  Or- 
leans. Voucher  correct  Entered  on  abstract  $25,  should  be  $24. 

There  is  a charge  for  postage  of  $7  25. 

Before  this  can  be  admitted,  there  should  be  the  postmaster^s  receipt,  oi 
your  own  certificate,  stating  that  you  actually  paid  that  sum  for  public  letters. 

Herewith  is  a copy  of  the  abstract,  with  the  corrections  marked  upon  it* 

If  you  please,  a corrected  abstract  may  be  rendered,  containing  whatever 
payments  you  may  have  subsequently  made;  together  with  an  account  cur- 
rent, exhibiting  your  view  of  your  pecuniary  condition  with  regard  to  your 
late  agency  in  the  Indian  emigration* 

In  making  up  the  account  current  you  can  assume  the  balance  presented 
by  your  accounts  for  the  4th  quarter  of  1831.  1 also  enclose  you  a copy  of 

James  Snedicor^s  voucher.  The  duplicate  in  your  possession  may  be  cor- 
rect. 

You  will  find  herewith  a copy  of  the  voucher  of  Brownlee  taken  out  of 
your  accounts  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1831.  It  is  again  sent  you  that  the 
power  of  attorney  in  favor  of  Camis,  ora  new  voucher  from.Brownlee  him- 
self, may  be  procured. 

You  state  in  your  letter  of  June  27  ultimo,  that  it  is  your  opinion  the  ac- 
counts for  travelling  expenses  of  Messrs,  A.  H.  Summerville  and  A.  W. 
Everett  should  be  paid,  or  forage  allowed  them,  (although  no  agreement  , 
was  made  with  them  to  that  effect*)  because  their  pay  was  one  dollar  per  day 
less  than  that  of  any  other  assistant. 

The  claims  of  these  gentlemen  have  been  abstracted  from  your  accounts, 
and  are  on  file  for  further  consideration.  Before  deciding,  however,  as  to 
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their  title  to  this  additional  allowance,  I should  be  glad  to  get  from  you 
such  a statement  as  would  enable  me  to  do  so  understandingly. 

Respectfully,  &c.. 


To  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines, 

Mobile,  Alabama, 


J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G,  S, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  .April  21,  1833. 


Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  22d  April  is  at  hand. , You  stale  that  the  five  hun- 
dred axes  which  you  contracted  for  will  be  ready  by  the  12th  day  of  May 
next,  and  request  to  know  where  the  axes  will  be  left  in  Pittsburgh. 

The  contract  requires  that  they  should  be  put  up  in  boxes  for  transporta- 
tion free  of  expense  to  the  United  States.  This  is  understood  to  mean  that 
the  United  States  will  pay  for  nothing  but  the  axes.  It  is  requested . that 
you  have  them  boxed  up  in  such  a manner  as  that  they  may  be  readily  in- 
spected in  Pittsburgh  and  returned  t@  the  boxes;  and  you  will  also,  after  the 
inspection,  please  to  have  the  boxes  securely  strapped  with  hoop-iron:  this 
will  be  necessary  in  order  to  fit  them  for  transportation. 

Each  box  should  not  contain  more  than  two  and  a-half  dozen  axes.  They 
will  be  delivered  in  Pittsburgh  to  Major  R.  L.  Baker  of  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment, who  will  have  them  inspected,  and  as  soon  as  his  receipt  and  evi- 
dence of  inspection  are  received  here,  together  with  your  bill,  the  money 
will  be  sent  to  you  in  a draft  on  the  United  States’  Branch  Bank  at  Pittsburgh, 
or  on  the  Bank  at  Philadelphia  as  you  may  prefer. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo,  Gibson,  C,  G,  S, 


To  Mr.  John  Harris, 

Mechanicsburg,  Pennsylvania, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  .April  27,  1833. 

Sir:  A contract  for  five  hundred  axes  has  been  made  by  the  Indian  Bu- 
reau with  Mr.  John  Harris  of  Mechanicsburg,  Pennsylvania.  He  informs 
me  they  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  the  12th  May.  I have  requested  him 
to  deliver  them  to'you  at  Pittsburgh.  I will  thank  you  to  have  them  inspect- 
ed in  order  to  a compliance  on  his  part  with  the  terms  of  the  contract.  No 
expense  of  any  kind  will  be  paid  on  these  axes  by  the  United  States,  save 
that  which  may  arise  out  of  the  inspection;  for  the  amount  of  this,  Mr.  Har- 
ris will  take  a receipt  of  the  person  employed  by  you  for  that  purpose,  en- 
ter it  on,  and  send  it  with  his  bill  for  the  axes.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  see 
that  his  account  is  made  out  correctly? 

Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  contract,  and  of  my  letter  to  him  of  this  date. 
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The  boxes  will  be  marked  F.  W.  Armstrong,  Choctaw  Agent,  Fort 
Smith, and  shipped  by  the  first  good  opportunity. 

Respectfplly,  &;c., 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geq.  Gibson^  C.  G. 


To  M^ijor  R.  h.  Baker, 

Ordnance  Departmmt,  Piitsbiir^h,  Pennsylvania. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsiste?ice,  Spril  27,  1833, 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  referred  to  this  office  your  letter  of  the 
19th  instant,  and  the  draft  is  enclosed;  this  is  payable  out  of  a fund  held  by 
General  Gibson,  to  whom  Messrs.  Horn  and  Kneass  will  receipt  on  the  draft 
itself,  which  is  returned  to  you  for  that  purpose,  and  which  you  will  please 
again  to  transmit  here. 

General  Gibson  is  temporarily  absent  on  account  of  indisposition;  but 
that  in  so  small  a transaction  there  may  be  no  more  delay,  I enclose  you  my 
check  for  the  amount,  to  wit,  twelve  dollars. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Henry  Horn,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

Please  address  this  office  thus:  Emigration  of  Indians,  Commissary  Gen^e- 
ral  of  Subsistence,  Washington  City. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Conunissary  General  Subsistence,  dipril  29,  1833. 

Sir:  The  services  of  Captain  William  Day,  1st  infantry,  are  no  longer 
required  at  Calhoun,  Tennessee,  in  aid  of  Indian  emigration.  I respectfully 
request  he  may  be  ordered  to  his  company. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Colonel  R.  Jones, 

Jldjuiant  General  U,  S.  drmij.^ 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  29,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter,  dated  at  Knoxville,  I7th  instant,  was  received  on  the 
26th,  and  was  immediately  referred  to  the  Engineer  Department.  The  re- 
sult you  will  see  in  the  copy  of  the  letter  from  General  Gratiot  to  Captain 
Shreeve.  It  appears  that  if  the  steamer  Archimedes  cannot  be  spared,  the 
Heliopolis  will.  Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Choctaw  Agent,  Nashville,  Termessee. 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistenccj  April  2^^  183S. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  27th  instant  is  received.  Your  accounts  left  this 
office  on  the  15th  instant.  I have  ascertained  that  they  have  just  passed 
through  the  various  accounting  offices,  ^nd  that  the  rnoney  will  be  sent  to 
you  immediately. 

No  delay  is  suffered  to, occur  in  this  office;  but  it  cannot  sometimes  be 
prevented  elsewhere.  In  reply  to  that  part  of  your  letter  relating  to  the 
rifles  for  the  Pottawatamies,  yo^u  are  informed  that  the  furnishing  of  these 
Indians  has,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  been  confided  to  Governor  Clark, 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs. 

Respectfullv,  &c., 

J.H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo.  Gibsony  C,  G.  S. 

'To  Henry  Deringer,  Esq., 

Philadelphia y Penn* 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  29,  1833. 

Sir:  I h^ye  received  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant.  The  Secretary  of 
War  instructs  me  to  say  that  your  draft  for  provisions  furnished  the  Pottawata- 
mies will  be  paid,  (it  will,  as  you  suggest,  be  accompanied  by  the  vouchers,) 
and  that  you  can  issue  in  addition  small  quantities  of  provisions,  in  aid  of 
their  hunting  re_sources,  for  amount  of  which  you  may  likewise  draw  upon 
this  department.  It  is  thought  by  the  Secretary,  that  it  would  be  well  for 
you  to  act  with  regard  to  the  removal,  under  your  original  instructions;  if, 
'however,  on  the  reception  of  this  you  still  think  it  would  be  subservient  to 
the  public  interests  to  effect,  at  the  time  stated,  the  removal  of  the  five  hun- 
dred Indians  alluded  to,  you  will  signify  the  same  to  this  office,  when  a dis- 
bursing officer  and  instructions  will  be  immediately  despatched  to  you. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

• J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


To  Colonel  A.  C.  Pepper, 

Special  Agent  Pottawatamie  removal.  Rising  Sun,  Ind. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  30, 1833. 

Sir:  Accompanying  this  is  the  account  of  Major  R.  L.  Baker,  for  pur- 
chase of  iron,  steel,  and  hoes,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  this 
office.  You  will  be  pleased  to  have  it  settled,  and  the  money  remitted  to 
Him,  out  of  the  appropriation  for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the 
Choctaws  of  15th  September,  1830,  for  blankets,  rifles,  hoes,  iron,  steel,  j 
&c.,  per  act  4th  June,  1832. 

Respectfully , &c. , 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 

To  James  Eakf-n,  Esquire, 

Acting  Second  Auditor,  Treasury  Department. 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  30,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  22d  of  April  was  received  yesterday;  It  was  your 
desire  to  have  the  amount  of  the  purchases  of  iron,  steel,  and  hoes,  remit- 
ted within  the  present  month.  You  will  readily  see  that  this  is  impractica- 
ble; but  your  account  has  been  prepared  for  adjustment  and  turned  over  to 
the  Second  Auditor  fof  settlement,  and  the  remittance  will  be  made  as 
speedily  as  possible. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOl:, 

^or  Geo,  Gibson,  C,  G.  Si 

To  Major  R.  L.  Baker, 

Ordnance  Depdrtment,  Pittsburgh,  Pa, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  April  30,  1833. 


Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  is  received.  You  are,  in  pursuance 
of  your  wish,  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  will  find  en- 
closed an  order  to  that  effect.  Your  accounts  will  be  closed  u|«5  to  the  time 
of  receiving  this  letter;  and  you  will  deposite  at  Nashville,  to  the  credit  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  balance  of  public  funds  in  your  pos- 
session. The  receipt  of  the  cashier  Branch  Bank  will  be  forwarded  to  thi^ 
office. 

The  accounts  hitherto  sent  to  this  office  shall,  with  those  hereafter  re- 
ceived, be  speedily  settled. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK, 


For  Geo,  Gibson,  C.  G, 

To  Captain  Wm.  Day, 

Disbuy^sing  Agenij  Cher^okee  removal,  Calhoun,  Tennessee,  « 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Ap7'il30,  1833. 


Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War,  not  deeming  it  necessary  for  the  present  to 
continue  a disbursing  agent  in  the  Cherokee  nation  east,  has  instructed  me 
to  withdraw  Captain  Day,  wl]o1s  desirous  to  be  relieved  from  that  service. 
Captain  Day  will,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  instructions  this  day  sent 
him,  close  his  accounts,  and  deposite  the  balance  of  the  public  funds  in  the 
Branch  Bank'at  Nashville. 


To  B;  F.  CuKRtY,  E^., 

Superinten'd'eht  Chtroke6 


Respectfully,  &c.. 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo,  Gibson,  C,  G,  Si 

removal,  Calhoun,  Tenriesseei 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  1,  1833. 

Sir:  Will  you  please  to  transmit  to  Benjamin  Briggs,  esq.,  at  Newark, 
Ohio,  a draft  upon  the  Branch  at  Cincinnati,  for  eighty-five  dollars;  and  to 
John  Hollister,  esq.,  at  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  a draft  upon  the  same  branch  for 
eighty-three  dollars,  in  lieu  of  my  check  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars^ 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo,  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Richard  Smith,  Esq., 

Cashier  Brandi  Bank  United  States,  Washington  City. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Cof?imissary  General  Subsistence,  May  1,  1833. 

Sir:  Yotir  account  for  provisions  supplied  to  the  Ottawa  Indians;  prior  to 
their  removal  from  Ohio,  having  been  certified  by  the  superintendent  and 
’conductor,  IS  allowed;  and  will  be  paid,  by  my  order,  in  a draft  on  the 
Branch  Bank  at  Cincinnati,  transmitted  to  you  by  Richard  Smith,  esq., 
cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  in  this  city.  Please  to  acknowledge  its  recep- 
tion, and  return  to  me  the  enclosed  receipt  properly  dated  and  signed. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  John  Hollister,  Esq., 

Perrysburg,  Ohio, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  1,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  account  for  services  as  appraiser  to  the  Shawnees  is  again  re- 
ceived. The  am’ount  will  be  remitted  to  you  by  Richard  Smith,  esq. , cashier, 
of  Branch  Bank  United  States  in  this  city,  in  a draft  on  the  Branch  in  Cin- 
Vinnaii.  PleasC  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  draft. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Benjamin  Brigg's,  Esq., 

A''eivark,  Ohio. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Offiice  Coinmissary  General  Subsistence,  May  3,  1833. 

Sir:  You  will  find  herewith  a copy  of  a letter  to  Captain  Jacob  Brown^ 
principal  disbursing  agent,  aiid  of  one  to  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  Choctaw 
agent,  both  relating  to  the  payment  of  commutation  allowance  to  Indians, 
who,  during  the  past  season  of  emigration,  removed  on  their  own  resources. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  letter  to  Major  Armstrong,  that  he  will,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  you,  and  Lieutenant  R.  or  S.,  investigate  these  claims.  There 
Will  be  two  muster  rolls,  one  for  the  Indians  who  are  attached  to  the  issuing 
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points  near  Fort  Towson,  the  other  for  those  of  the  neighborhood  of  Fort 
Smith.  The  Indians  in  each  enrollment  to  be  classed  according  to  the  dis- 
trict from  whence  they  came  in  the  old  country.  The  paryments  to  be  pro- 
perly receipted  and  wifiiessed^  the  names  to  be  written  in  the  space  for  re- 
marks  on  the  rolls.  The  funds  for  the  payment  will  be  derived  from  Capti 
Brown,  who  will  meet  your  drafts;  these  wdli  be  specific  as  to  the  object. 

After  the  enrollment  is  completed  and  the  payments  are  itiade,  the  rolls 
will  be  transmitted  to  Captain  Brown,  for  the  purpose  of  examination. 

You  will  make  a report  to  this  office  on  the  subject,  and  transmit  it  through 
Captain  Brown^  and  at  fhe  same  time  that  the  rolls  are  forwarded  to  him. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G. 

To  Lieutenant  I.  R.  STEtHENSorj 

F'isbursing  .Agent  Choctmvs^  Fort  Smith, 


Emigration  OF  Indians, 

0£ice  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  3,  18^3. 

Sir:  Yoli  will  find  herewith  a copy  of  a letter  to  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 
principal  disbursing  agent,  and  of  one  to  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  Chodtaw 
agent,  both  relating  to  the  payment  of  commutation  allowance  to  ladi^ns, 
who,  during  the  past  season  of  emigration,  removed  on  their  own  resources. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  letter  to  Major  Armstrong,  that  He  will,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  you,  and  Lieutenant  R.  or  S.,  investigate  these  claims.  There 
will  be  two  muster  rolls,  one  for  the  Indians  who  are  attached  to  the  issuing 
points  near  Fort  Towsbii,  the  other  for  those  of  thd  neighborhood  of  Fort 
Smith.  The  Indians  in  each  enrollment  to  be  classed  according  to  the  dis- 
trict from  whence  they  dame  in  the  old  country.  The  payments  to  be  pro- 
perly receipted  and  witnessed,  the  names  to  be  written  in  the  space  for  re- 
marks on  the  rolls.  The  funds  for  the  payment  will  be  derived  from  Capt. 
Brown,  who  will  meet  your  drafts;  these  will  be  specific  as  to  the-  object. 

After  the  enrollment  is  completed  and  the  payments  are  made,  the  rolls 
will  be  transmitted  to  Captain  Brown,  for  the  purpose  of  examination. 

You  will  make  a report  to  this  office  on' the  subject,  and  transmit  it  through 
Captain  Brown,  and  at  the  same  time  that  the  rolls  are  forwarded  to  him. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo,  Gibson,  C.  G4  S. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J,  Rains, 

Disbursing  Mgent,  Fort  Smitlu 


tiMld-RATION  OF  iNhllKS, 

Ojfice  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  2,  1833, 

Sir:  You  were  informed  on  the  9th  ultimo,  that  a remittance  would  be 
made  on  account  of  commutation  due,'  Choctaws  who  have  emigrated  on 
their  own  resdiirces,  and  that  at  the  samfe  time,  an  amount  sufficient  with 
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thsit  already  remitted  would  be  furnished  to  fill  your  estimate  for  the  second 
quarter  of  the  year.  Accordingly,  on  the  15th  ultimo,  a deposit  to  your 
credit  of  ^25,000  was  made  in  the  Branch  Bank  at  New  Orleans.  Twenty 
thousand  for  payment  of  commutation,  and  five  thousand  to  fill  the  estimate. 

From  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  mady  parties  of  Ghoctaws 
emigrated,  and  tVie  irregularity  of  their  proceedings',  some  having  first  de- 
termined to  go,  then  declined,  after  arrangements  were  made  to  remove 
them,  and  then,  subsequently,  having  gone  over;  others  having  mov6d  a 
part  of  the  way,  and  afterwards  been  taken  up  by  the  agents  of  the  govern^ 
ment,  and  ait  public  expense,  carried  to  their  new.  country.  From  these 
and  other  causes,  I have  been  induced  to  instruct  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 
who  has  been  sent  to  the  new  country  by  the  Secretary  of  yVar,  to  investi- 
gate the  matter,  with  the  aid  of  Lieuts.  Stephenson  and  Rains,  who  w’ill 
make  the  payments  after  the  investigation  shall  have  bOen  completed^ 

I enclose  you  a copy  of  the  insiructions  given  to  Major  Armstrong. 

Books  of  muster-rolls  have  been  sent  to  Fort  Smith.  The  payments  will 
be  made  on  these  rolls.  Prior  to  the  making  of  payments,  you  will  me6t 
the  drafts  of  Lieuts.  Stephenson  and  Rains,  drawn  upon  you  for  that  put- 
pose. 

As  soon  as  the  payments  are  completed,  the  rolls  will  be  forwarded  to 
you  for  examination,  that  they  may  be  without  error  vvhen  transmitted  to 
this  office.  If  there  is  any  error,  you  will  have  it  corrected  by  the  dis- 
bursing agent  in  whose  payments  it  occurred.  Should  there  he  a balance 
remaining  of  the  commutation  fund,  it  can  be  applied  to  any  other  piirpo'se 
connected  With  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Choctaws. 

You  will  show  such  a statement  of  the  whole  pecuniary  transaction,  as 
will  be  readily  understood;  and  this,  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  it  will 
enable  yod  to  do.  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  written  to  each  of  them'. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.'  HOOK, 

,,,  . /or  Geo,  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


To  Captain  Jacob  Brovv’n, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent  I §-c.,  Little  Rock,  A'.  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  6,  1833. 
Sir;  Herewith  you  will  find  copies  of  letters  addressed  to  Captain  Brown, 
and  Lieutenants  Stephenson  and  Rains,  respecting  the  business  of  investi- 
gating the  title  of  the  Choctaws,  who  have  lately  removed  on  their  own  re- 
sources, to  commutation  allowance. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo,  Gibson,  C,  G.  S. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstroi^g, 

Choctaw  Agent,  Calhoun,  Tenn, 


Emigration  of  Indians', 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  4,  1833. 
Sir:  Herewith  is  my  account  for  disbut^sdment  of  the  fund  provided  by 
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an  appropriation  for  an  exchange  of  the  lands  with  the  Indians,  and  for  their 
removal  west,  &c.,  for  the  first  quarter  of  1833;  which  I am  very  desirous 
should  be  immediately  settled. 

Hespectfully,  &C.5 

GEP.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  ^AMEs  Eakin,  Esq., 

Acting  Second  Auditor^  Treasury  Department, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Com.  General  Subsisienpey  Washinglony  May  1833. 

Sjr:  Yours  of  the  5th  April  is  received.  The  situation  of  those  Choctaws, 
who  having  consumed  the 'year’s  provisions  allowed  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment ^^are  now  begging  for  provisions  to  keep  from  starving/’  is  much  to 
be  lamented.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  department  to  do 
any  thing  for  their  relief,  unless  it  be  the  issuing  to  th^m  of  the  surplus 
condemned  pork  which  may  remain  on  hand.^  This  you  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  do.  They  will,  no  doubt,  willingly  accept,  under  present  cir? 
cumstances,  what  they  formerly  rejected. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G. 

Tq  Lieutenant  G.  S.  Rains, 

Disbursing  Agetity  Choctaws^  Fort  Smith. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Com-  General  Subsistencey  Washington,  May  8,  1833. 

Sir:  You  have  written  on  the  margin  of  your  property  return  for  the  4th 
quarter  of  1831 : The  receipts  for  the  tents  were  forwarded  to  the  office 

of  the  Quartermaster  General.  Duplicate  in  my  possession.”  You  will 
please  to  forward  these  duplicates  to  this  office.  They  will  be  of  impor- 
tance in  settling  your  property  return.  If  you  have  a contract  made  with 
Samuel  Long,  during  the  emigration  of  1831,  you  will  please  to  forward 
that  also. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C,  G,  S- 

To  Wm.  S.  Colquhoun,  Esq., 

Dumfries,  Virginia. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Com.  General  Subsistence,  Washington,  May  11,  1SS3. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  29th  is  received.  There  is  no  objection  to  your  now 
proceeding  west.  You  will  apprize  the  department  of  the  time  of  your 


* This  was  army  pork,  condemned  for  want  of  brine.  It  needed  re-p^cking’—was  other?* 
wi&egood.  , • . . . 
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departure,  and  of  your  address,  so  that  orders  may  reach  you  at  any  time 
without  delay. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  II.  HOOK,  ^tin^  C,  G,  6", 

To  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Phillips, 

Disbursing  ^gent  removal  Indians,  Dawrenceville,  M /. 


Emigration  op  Inmans, 

Office  Com,  General  Subsistence,  Washington,  May  15,  1833. 

Sir:  Immediately  on  the  reeeption  of  this,  you  will  please  to  repair  to 
this  city,  on  business  connected  with  the  Indian  emigration. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H:  hook,  Acting  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  Agent,  Baltimore, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Com.  General  Subsistence,  Washington,  Man  1833. 


Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  all  practicable  despatch  to  the  powder  works 
of  E.  J.  Dupont,  esq.,  near  Wilmington,  Delaware,  and  procure  samples  of 
the  best  rifle  powder.  From  thence  you  will  go  to  the  arsenal  at  Frankford, 
where  you  will  test  its  strength;  and,  taking  notes  of  your  experiments, 
you  will  return  to  the  powder  works,  and  procure  of  that  kind  which  shall 
prove  the  strongest:  ten  thousand  pounds.  It  will  be  packed  in  the  most 
secure  manner  in  kegs  of  twenty-five  pounds.  The  kegs  may  be  boxed,  if 
deemed  advisable,  so  as  to  insure  its  Safety  in  a distant  transportation.  In 
returning  through  Philadelphia,  you  will  make  arrangements  with  the  as- 
sistant quartermaster  for  the  transportation  of  the  powder  to  Major  F.  W. 
Armstrong,  disbursing  agent,  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas  Territory,  by  way  of 
New  Orleans,  each  keg  or  box  will  be  marked  as  above  indicated. 

The  cost  of  the  powder,  and  all  the  attendant  expenses  will  be  remitted 
to  Mr.  Dupont,  as  soon  as  his  accounts  are  received  at  this  office.  It  would 
be  preferred  that  all  the  expenditures  consequent  upon  the  transportation 
to,  and  lading  the  powder  on  board  the  ship,  be  borne  by  that  gentleman,  who 
could  include  the  same  in  his  account. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 


To  J.  P.  SiMONTON, 

Disbursing  Agent,  ^c.,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Com,  General  Subsistence,  Washington,  May  16,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  7th  instant  is  just  received.  I have  again  referred  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  Pottawatamies  to  the  Secretary  of  War;  and 
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I am  directed  to  say /it  is  with  reluctance  that  he  yields  to  your  recommen- 
dation to  take  over,  at  so  early  a day,  the  party  alluded  to  by  you.  He 
wishes,  in  communicating  his  determination  to  the  Indians,  that  you  should 
explain  this  fact  to  them,  and  give  them  to  understand,  expressly,  it  is  with 
the  view  of  meeting  their  wishes  that  he  yields  the  point,  as  he  would  have 
decidedly  preferred4he- original  instructions  to  have  been  pursued,  which 
would  enable  the  agents  of  the  Government  to.  make 'a  selection  of  a suita- 
ble location,  and  thus  effectually  clear  the  way  of  one  of  the  principal  dif- 
ficulties attendant  on  the  removal.  The  Secretary  of  War  does  not,  of 
course,  know  where  these  Indians  should  he  placed  after  their  arrival  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  The  duty  of  selecting  a district  of  country  for  a permanent 
residence  will  devolve  upon  the  Indian  commissioners.  • In  the  meantime, 
the  party  which  .you  will  conduct  may  be  placed  temporarily  on  any  lands 
in  the  neighborhood  of  what  may  be  supposed  will  be  the  country  finally 
pitched  upon,  wkeiher  it  belong  to  the  United  States  or  to  some  friendly 
tribe,  from  whence  'they  can  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  proper  location  is 
k.nowo.  You  will,  however,  immediately  communicate  with  Governor 
Clark  upon  the  subject,  to  whom  you  are  advised  to  apply  for  information. 

A disbursing  agent  will  reach  you  about  the  10th  of  June.  You  are  di- 
rected to  call  CoL  Sands  into  service,  and,  if  necessary,  Mr.  Schoonover 
also;  and  you  will  advise  this  office  of  the  commencement  of  their  service^ 
and  of  all  matters  of  interest  as  they  arise, 

. , Respectfully,  &€., 

■ J.  H.  HOOK,  -Acting  C,  G.  S. 

To  Col.  A.  C.  Peppek, 

Special  AgenU  and  Sup^t  Poilawaiamie  removal^  Rising  Stm^  Ind* 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Com.  Genera! 'Subsistence,  Washington,  May  16,  1833. 

Sir:  J have  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  April.  The  Secre- 
tary pf  ^ar  instructs  me  to  say  that  all  operations  connected  with  the  remo- 
val of  the  Cherokees  will  cease  until  the  result  of  the  council  is  known. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  0.  G.  & 

TO'Be.NJAMIN  F.  UuRREY,  Esq., 

special  Agent,  and  SupH  Cherokee  removal,  Calhoun,  Tenn* 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

-Office  Com.  General  Subsistence,  Washington,  May  20,  ISS3. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  15th  inst,  relating  to  the  proof  of  the  pow- 
der furnished  by  your  department  for  the  use  of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  and 
inquiring  whether  the  quantity  desired  by  me  to  be  forwarded  to  Fort 
Smith  may  be  of  the  same  kind  as  that  heretofore  supplied  from  the  Alle- 
ghany arsenal,  I will  state  that  I have  directed  an  officer  to  proceed  to  Du- 
pont’s works,  where  he  will  select  such  powder  as  niay  be  most  likely  to  an- 
33 
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swer  the  purposes  of  the  IndianSo  1 will  also  remark  that  I have  requested 
Major  Armstrong,  the  Choctaw’  agent  at  Fort  Smith,  to  send  me  a pound 
of  the  powder  above  alluded  to,  in  order  that  your  department  may  have  an 
opportunity  for  a further  examination  into  its  quality. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Col.  Georoe  Bomford, 

Ordnance  Department^  Washington,  D,  0. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washington,  May  20,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  just  received  yours  of  the  16th  inst.  Your  accounts  would 
have  been  finally  closed  ere  this,  but  for  my  indisposition.  I have,  how- 
ever, obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  War  decisions  upon  two  items  which 
were  suspended  on  examination  when  you  wxre  here  present,  to  wit:  that 
for  extra  pay  whilst  you  acted  as  superintendent,  and  that  for  transportation 
home.  The  former  is  reduced  in  amount,  the  allowance  being  one  dol- 
lar, instead  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day;  but,  owing  to  an  error 
in  your  computing  from  30th  December  to  24th  August  at  two  hun- 
dred and  seven  instead  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  the  difference  is  only 
seventy-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  The  latter  is  entirely  rejected. 

I send  you  the  accounts  which  contain  the  two  vouchers  above  mentioned, 
and  some  blank  forms.  Be  pleased  to  render  them  anew,  and  to  return,  at 
the  same  time,  all  the  papers  now  sent  you.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Sommerville 
is  filed  with  his  claim,  which,  instead  of  having  been  presented  so  long  ago 
as  he  supposes,  by  Col.  Gaines,  has  very  recently  been  left  with  me  by  that 
gentleman.  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  JS. 

To  Wm.  S.  Colquhoun,  Esq., 

Dumfries,  Va. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Com.  General  Subsistence,  Washington,  May  22,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  hitherto  been  very  desirous  to  acquire  information  respecting 
the  Ecor  de  Fabre  removal.  With  that  view,  I have  made  inquiries  of  all 
those  concerned,  who  were  responsible  to  this  department.  Your  agency  in 
it  was  less  than  at  first  appeared,  in  as  much  as,  after  reaching  that  point,  and 
taking  some  steps  to  procure  transportation,  you  left  it  to  obey  an  order  to 
proceed  elsewhere.  It  is  very  recently  that  I have  been  able  to  understand 
the  whole  of  this  business.  Nothing  connected  with  the  Indian  emigration 
has  been  so  entirely  obscured,  and  it  has  required  much  pains  and  labor  to 
elucidate  it.  The  expenses  of  that  affair,  which  have  been  justly  complained 
of,  arose  from  the  great  quantity  of  Indian  baggage,  the  great  number  of 
wagons,  the  badness  of  the  roads,  and  the  high  price  of  forage  and  wagon 
hire;  to  which,  I think,  may  be  added  a want  of  energy  in  the  movement  of 
the  parties.  I believe,  had  you  been  present,  several  of  those  sources  of 
expense  would  have  been  avoided,  and  the  expense  incident  to  the  others 
lessened. 
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The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  assure  you  that  I do  not  consider  you  re- 
sponsible for  tlie  manner  in  which  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  removal  was  conduct- 
ed; and  further,  to  say,  that  your  conduct  as  an  assistant  agent  has  merited 
the  approval  and  confidence  of  the  department. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  S.  T.  Cross,  Esq., 

Jissistant  Jlgent  Indian  removal^  Madison^  Ind. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  J\Iay  24,  1833. 

Sir:  I am  just  apprized,  by  Major  F.  W,  Armstrong,  that  Mr.  Cross,  as- 
sistant agent,  will  speedily  be  called  into  active  service;  and  that  Messrs. 
Millard  and  Irwin  will  also  be  so  employed  in  the  same  capacity. 

As  soon  as  you  or  Major  Armstrong  may  deem  proper,  those  gentlemen 
may  commence  operations,  which  will  be  confined,  for  the  present,  to  the 
ascertaining  of  the  number  of  Indians  who  will  remove  next  fall;  the  fixing 
of  the  time  and  place  of  assemblage  in  each  district;  and  the  collecting  of 
information  generally,  which  they  will  communicate  to  you.  Messrs.  Mil- 
lard and  Irwin  will  receive  four  dollars  a day,  and  their  actual  expenses,  from 
the  date  of  their  commencing  the  duty  assigned  to  them.  The  actual  ex- 
panses of  transportation  and  subsistence  of  every  gentleman  entitled  to  re- 
ceive pay  for  them,  will  be  regularly  entered  in  a memorandum  book,  on 
which  the  disbursing  agent  will  pay  him  the  sum  expended,  and  forward  it 
as  a voucher. 

The  disbursing  agents,  Captain  Page,  and  Lieutenants  Montgomery  and 
Phillips,  will  be  directed  to  be  at  Nashville  by  the  10th  of  August.  Lieu- 
tenant Simonton  will,  most  probably,  be  elsewhere  employed. 

You  will  please  to  keep  me  informed  of  the  proceedings  of  the  agents, 
and  of  everything  relating  to  the  approaching  removal,  and  which  may 
enable  the  department  to  effect  that  object  with  certainty  and  economy. 
More  particular  instructions  will  hereafter  be  furnished. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Wm.  Armstrong,  Esq.  , 

Superintendent  Choctaw  removal,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  May  24,  1833. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Nashville,  with  a view  to  co  operation  with  the 
superintendent  of  the  Choctaw  removal,  about  the  10th  of  August  next. 
Please  reply  to  this  letter. 

(Duplicates.) 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Phillips, 

U.  S.  Jirmy,  Laurenceville,  New  Jersey,  and  Louisville,  Kentucky, 


[ 512  ] 


260 


Emigratiojj  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsist ence,  May  24,-1833. 

Sir:  You  will  come  to  this  city  about  the  25th  July  next  with  a view  to 
steps  preparatory  for  the  next  Choctaw  removal,  and  that  instructions  may 
be  given  you  before  proceeding  west.  Please  to  reply  to  this  letter.  ' 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  John  Page, 

U»  S.  Army,  Disbursing  Agent,  ^c.,  Boston. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  24,  1833. 

Sir:  You  will,  come  to  this  city  about  the  25th  July  next  with  a view  to 
the  steps  preparatory  for  the  next  Choctaw  removal,  and  that  instructions 
may  be  given  you  before  you  proceed  west.  Please  to  reply  to  this  letter. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery, 

U.  S.  Army,  Disbursing  Agent,  Allentown,  JY.  Jersey. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  24,  1833. 

Sir:  I received  yours  of  the  12th  instant,  advising  me  of  your  leaving 
Knoxville  for  the  western  agency,  and  of  the  employment,  in  addition  to 
Mr.  Cross,  assistant  agent,  of  Mr.  Millard  and  Mr.  Irwin  in  that  capacity. 
These  gentlemen  may  be  called  into  service  whenever  deemed  expedient 
by  you  or  Wm.  Armstrong;  and  the  two,  of  whose  employment  you  have 
just  notified  me,  will  be  paid  four  dollars  a day,  and  their  actual  expenses, 
from  the  date  of  their  commencing  the  duties  assigned  to  them.  The  dis- 
bursing agents.  Captain  Page,  and  Lieutenants  Montgomery  and  Phillips, 
will  be  directed  to  be  at  Nashville  by  the  last  of  August  or  first  of  Septem- 
ber. Lieutenant  Simonton  will  most  probably  be  elsewhere  employed.  It 
will  be  observed  that  the  actual  expenses  of  transportation  and  subsistence 
of  the  gentlemen  entitled  to  receive  pay  for  them,  under  the  regulations, 
must  be  regularly  noted  in  a memorandum  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  on 
which  the  disbursing  agent  will  refund  the  sum  expended,  and  forward  the 
memorandum  as  a voucher. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

_ Choctaw  Agent  West,  Fort  Smith,  A.  T. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Offfice  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  25,  1833. 
Sir:  You  will  find,  herewith,  the  letters,  &c.,  left  with  me  on  your  de- 
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parture  from  this  place.  I send  them  in  compliance  with  your  wish.  I have 
by  this  mail  sent  to  Captain  Brown  all  the  instructions  necessary  to  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  claims;  and,  I doubt  not,  he  will  close  the 
business  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

' ' GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S, 

To  L.  Belding,  Esquird, 

Washingto7iy  Hempstead  county^  Jl,  T, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  May  25,  1833, 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  west  in -time  to'  reach  Nashville  by  the  10th  of 
August,  in  order  to  co-operate  with  Superintendent  Wm.  Armstrong,  esq., 
in  the  next  removal  of  the  Choctaw  Indians. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F,  Lane, 

Disbursing  Agents  Washington^  D*  C. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  'General  Subsistence^  May  25,  1833. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  this  city  with  all  possible  despatch,  consistent 
with  the  duty  upon  which  you  are  engaged,  as  it  is  the  design  of  the  depart- 
ment  to  order  you  to  the  west  without  delay. 

Respectfully,' &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON;  0.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton, 

Disbursing  Agent,  Philadelphia^' 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  28,  1833. 

Sir:  Since  mine  of  the  24th  instant,  your  services  have  become  necessary 
in  a different  quarter  from  the  one  therein  indicated.  It  is  determined  to 
place  you  as  disbursing  agent  in  the  removal  of  the  Pottawatamies.  Colonel 
Pepper,  the  superintendent,  will  be  ready  to  start  with  five  or  six  hun- 
dred of  these  Indians  in  a very  short  time,  and  has  been  notified  that  a 
disbursing  agent  would  be  with  him  by  the  10th  of  June,  You  cannot, 
therefore,  reach  him  at  Logaosport,  Indiana,  until  after  that  date;  and,  in 
order  to  do  so  in  as  short  a time  as  possible,  you  will  proceed  thither,  with- 
out delay,  by  the  most  direct  route.  You  will  find  instructions  on  your 
arrival  at  Logansport. 

Duplicates  sent  to  Alleotowu,  N.  J.,  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  A. 

To  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery, 

Disbursing  Agent,  AUentoivn,  JV.  J. 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  May  25,  1833. 

Sir:  So  much  of  your  letter  of  April  26th  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  as  relates  to  the  instructing  of  the  agent  west,  to  pay  Rd.  Hin- 
son’s « dues  annually,'  by  instalments,  so  as  to  save  the  Government  from 
loss  by  any  future  attemps  on  his  part  at  fraud,”  has  been  referred  to  me. 

I do  not  conceive  that  any  restriction  on  the  receipt  of  money  due  to  him 
by  the  Government  could  be  legally  placed  upon  Hinson.  If  he  pursues 
any  improper  course  hereafter,  the  circumstances  of  the  case  must  point  out 
the  mode  of  redress. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S. 

To  Benjamin'  F.  Curret,  Esquire, 

Superintendent  Cherokee  removal,  Calhoun,  Tenn, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  28,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  23d  instant,  enclosing  your  accounts,  rendered  in  ac- 
cordance with  my  directions,  is  received. 

Herewith  is  my  check  on  the  Branch  Bank  of  this  city  for  the  balance 
found  due  you,  to  wit,  v^l69  20,  for  which  you  will  please  sign  the  enclosed 
receipt,  and  forward  ii  to  me  by  return  mail. 

The  balance  stated  on  your  account  is  - - - - ^169  70 

From  which  is  deducted  the  sum  of  two  or  three  trifling  errors, 

which  there  was  nothing  to  counterbalance  - - - 50 


igl69  20 


Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  William  S.  Colquhoun,  Esq., 

Dumfries,  Virginia. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  31, 1833. 

Sir:  You  will  please,  as  soon  as  you  receive  this,  to  put  up  securely  a 
pound  of  the  powder  furnished  by  the  Ordnance  Department  for  the  Choc- 
taws, and  send  it  to  me  by  the  first  safe  conveyance.  The  object  in  doing 
this  is  to  give  that  department  an  opportunity  for  a closer  examination  of 
the  article,  in  order  to  the  ascertainment  of  its  quality.  I request,  also,  that 
you  will  make,  in  detail,  a report  in  relation  to  the  whole  of  the  powder, 
and  forward  it  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Choctaw  Agent,  Fort  Smith,  A.  T. 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  31,  1S33. 

Sir:  Your’s  of  the  28th  March,  enclosing  an  estimate  for  the  second  quar- 
ter of  the  year,  based  upon  an  accession  of  five  hundred  Cherokee  emigrants, 
is  received.  The  enrolling  of  the  Cherokees  has  been  stopped  for  some 
time,  I am  not  precisely  informed  as  to  the  number  of  those  previously 
enrolled,  which  may  be  added  to  your  list,  but  I believe  it  will^all  short  of 
two  hundred.  I have  therefore  reduced  your  estimate  one  half.  The  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  will  deposite  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank  at 
New  Orleans  five  thousand  dollars. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  W.  Seawell, 

Disbursing  Jigent  Cherokee  removal,  Fort  Gibson,  Jl.  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  30,  1833, 

Sir:  I have  recently  undertaken  the  investigation  of  the  Ecor  de  Fabre 
claims.  This  has  been  hitherto  impracticable  for  want  of  proper  informa- 
tion connected  with  the  emigration  out  of  which  they  arose.  There  are 
now  in  this  office  the  following  papers,  having  a bearing  upon  the  subject: 

1.  A letter  from  S.  T.  Cross,  assistant  agent,  to  Mr.  Belding,  authorizing 

him  to  hire  ten  or  fifteen  wagons.  ^ 

2.  Authorizing  him  to  hire  six  Or  eight  wagons. 

3.  Authorizing  A.  H.  Summerville,  assistant  to  same,  to  hire  ten  wagons. 

4.  A letter  from  S.  T.  Cross,  in  which  he  accounts  for  the  agent’s  having 
been  compelled  to  employ  so  many  additional  teams. 

5.  An  agreement  between  L.  Belding,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  owners  of  wagons  and  teams. 

6.  An  agreement  between  the  same,  on  behalf  of  Byrd  and  Belding,  and 
owners  of  wagons  and  teams,  for  supplying  them  with  forage. 

7.  An  abstract  of  wagons  employed,  &c.,  Stc.,  by  Alexander  H.  Summer- 
ville, assistant  agent. 

8.  An  abstract  of  wagons  employed,  &c.,  by  A.  W.  Everitt,  assistant 
agent. 

9.  A list  of  wagons  and  teams,  ascertained  to  have  been  employed,  &c., 
&C.,  forwarded  by  Captain  Brown. 

10  and  11.  Tw^o  letters,  one  from  A.  H.  Sommerville,  the  other  from  A. 
W.  Everitt,  assistant  agents. 

12.  A copy  of  a letter  from  Captain  Brown  to  L.  Belding. 

13.  Abstract  of  wagon  certificates  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Belding. 

All  these  papers,  but  the  6th  and  9th,  are  originals. 

You  will  find  herewith  copies  of  all  except  the  9th,  the  original  of  which 
is  sent.  There  is  also  enclosed  an  abstract  of  the  certificates  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Belding.  There  were,  it  is  understood,  other  contracts  besides  No.  6, 

; above  mentioned,  but  all  were,  doubtless,  on  the  same  terms.  This  fact  is 
i proven  by  the  uniformity  of  the  charges  on  the  abstracts  of  Mr.  Summer- 
i ville  and  Mr.  Everitt. 

j I forward  to  you  by  the  same  mail  the  several  accounts  recently  received  from 
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you  relating  to  the  same  business.  I (Contemplated  having  these  claims  set^ 
lied  here,  but  I am  now  satisfied  that  this  could  not  be  done  without  a useless 
loss  of  time.  For  some  of  the  claims  are  not  in  first  hands,  and  it  is  not  easy 
to  get,  at  this  distance,  proper  and  well  authenticated  powers  of  attorney 
which  are  I'equired  in  such  cases.  Your  calculations  as  to  return  days,  par- 
ticularly, and  in  other  respects  also,  diflfer  in  numerous  instances  from  the 
abstracts  before  referred  to,  and  it  would  not  be  possible  to  reconcile  them 
without  information  that  I cannot  possess.  Another  reason  is,  that  if  de- 
ductions in  return-day  payments  ought  to  be  made,  such  reduction  should 
bear  upon  all  alike:  therefore,  the  claims  in  the  hands  of  Byrd  and  Belding 
could  not  be  affected  were  they  settled  here. 

The  following  rules  will  be  observed  by  you  in  the  settlement:  The  best 
authority  must  be  followed,  and  such  you  must  take  the  certificates  given  by 
the  assistant  agents  to  the  wagoners  to  be.  This  authority  will  be  irresisti- 
ble in  the  absence  of  evidence  of  fraud,  and  if  corroborated  by  the  abstracts. 

If  there  is  a difference  between  the  time  of  a certificate,  and  that  on  a state- 
ment, take  the  former;  and  where  dates  agree  on  both,  take  the  estimate  of 
the  number  of  days  on  the  statement  to  be  true.  Where  the  time  of  return- 
ing entered  on  the  statement,  is,  when  compared  with  the  distance  travelled, 
at  the  fixed  rate  per  day,  probably  erroneous,  you  will,  from  the  best  infor- 
mation, make  the  correction. 

In  settling  with  the  claimants,  you  will  take  care  to  withhold  for  Byrd 
and  Belding  the  amount  due  to  them  according  to  the  forage  agreement. 
There  will,  perhaps,  be  some  nicety  in  the  calculations,  and  I would  suggest 
that  the  whole  amount  of  each  claim,  and  part  of  a claim^  be  first  calculated  I 
at  the  rate  of  the  public  cc^tract;  then  at  the  rate  deducting  the  price  of  the 
corn;  and  then  that  the  cost  of  the  corn  bo  calculated  separately.  Thus  a 
proof  may  be  made  of  the  correctness  of  each  payment.  For  instance:  take  ' 
the  claim  of  Simon  Beard  as  found  on  the  abstract  of  A.  Everitt. 


Public  contract. 

Price  (deducting  cost  corn)  to 
be  paid  to  teamsters. 

Cost  of  corn  to  be  paid 
Byrd,  &c. 

Pay— 31  dys  at  $5  50— $170  50 

Return)  Hi  2 75—  31  16 
pay  5 ^ . . 

31  days  a $3  50— $108  50 
111  “ 1 75—  19  831 

3l  days  at  $2 — $62  00 

111  “ 1-  11331 

v$73  33|  ^ 

$201  66 

To  be  p’d  to  ) ^^28  33i 
owner  team,  5 ^ ^ 

To  be  pM  Byrd  ) i 

and  Belding,  \ ^ 

$201  66 

The  payments  will  be  made  on  regularly  stated  bills,  supported  by  the 
original  certificates,  in  the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  team,  who,  or  his  at- 
torney,  will  receipt  the  same  for  the  whole  amount;  and  the  back  ot  each  bill 
will  be  endorsed  with  a receipt  of  Byrd  and  Beldings  for  the  amount  of 
the  forage.  Thus: 

The  United  States,  To  Simon  Beard,  Dr. 

For  hire  of  one  wagon  and  team  of  four  horses  employed 
in  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  removal,  &c.,  in  the  winter  of 
1831-^32,  commencing  31st  Decembeiv  1831,  and  ending 
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30th  January,  1832,  inclusive,  at  i^5  50  a day,  including 

cost  of  forage,  - - - - “ ^170  50 

For  return  pay  from —to ^ 111  days,  at  half 

price,  $2  75,  ...  - - 31  16| 

S201  66f 


Received,  Little  Rock,  of  Captain  J.  Brown,  two  hundred  and  one  dollars 
and  sixty-six  cents,  in  full  of  above  account, 

SIMON  BEARD. 

Endorsement, — Received  of  Simon  Bread,  through  the  hands  of  Captain 
J.  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent,  &c.,  seventy-three  dollars  and  thirty- 
three  cents,  in  full  of  amount  due  us  for  foraging  the  within  mentioned  team 
for  the  time  named.  BYRD  & BELDING. 

These  bills  will  then  be  entered  on  an  abstract  similar  to  that  of  Mr. 
Sommerville’s,  with  a column  showing  the  amount  of  team  hire,  and  another 
for  the  forage,  so  that  both  columns  added  produce  a third  column,  show- 
ing the  aggregate  cost  of  each  team,  and  there  will  be  sufficient  marginal 
room  to  state  the  reasons  for  any  differences  betw,een  the  documents  and 
your  payments. 

With  regard  to  Byrd  and  Belding’s  claim  for  an  extra  allowance  on  the  ra- 
tion, and  of  Mr.  B.’s  claim  for  services,  &c. , &c.,  I am  assured  personally 
by  Mr.  Belding  that  they  wiir  relinquish  all  claims  except  those  arising  out 
of  the  supply  of  forage  in  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  expedition,  provided  those 
claims  are  now  settled. 

The  statement  of  Choctaw  teams  employed  in  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  removal, 
showing  the  amount  still  due,  was  received  in  yours  of  the  1st  March. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  sent  to  me,  some  time  since,  three  claims,  to  wit,  S.  D. 
Fisher,  Joseph  Fisher,  and  Tic-ba-homa.  I enclose  to  you  S.  D.  Fisher’s 
letter  to  Mr.  C.  on  the  subject.  These  claims,  and  others  of  a similar  cha- 
racter that  may  be  due  to  the  Indians,  will  be  paid  by  you  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples by  which  you  are  directed  to  be  governed  in  the  other  settlements. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  return  the  statement,  as  you  undoubtedly  possess  all 
the  data  in  the  case. 

It  is  proper  here  to  observe  that  the  examination  of  the  Ecor  de  Fabre 
business  exonerates,  fully  and  fairly,  Mr.  Cross  from  the  neglect  of  duty 
which  I was  at  first  somewhat  impressed  he  had  been  guilty  of.  I find, 
however,  that  he  left  the  point  where  his  services  were  most  wanting,  in 
obedience  to  what  he  esteemed  the  authority  of  one  who  had  a right  to  give 
direction  to  his  movements.  This  was  unfortunate;  for  I believe,  had  he 
been  present,  the  expedition  might  have  been  more  economically  and  ener- 
getically conducted.  This  opinion  I am  the  more  ready  to  entertain,  be- 
cause of  the  value  and  efficiency  of  his  services  upon  all  subsequent  occa- 
sions. 

My  impression  is,  that  the  papers  now  furnished,  and  the  information  pos- 
sessed by  you  respecting  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  expedition,  are  amply  sufficient 
for  a speedy  settlement  of  the  whole  business.  Mr.  Belding  was  here  very 
recently.  1 assured  him  that  you  would  give  your  attention  to  it  as  soon  as 
you  received  instructions  to  do  so. 

34 
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A deposite  will  be  made  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank  at  New  Or- 
leans in  order  to  meet  the  claims,  of  which  you  will  be  duly  advised. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Captain  J.  Brown, 

Principal  Disb’g  Agents  Liitle  Rocky  Ji.  T. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistencey  June  3,  1833. 

Sir:  In  the  examination  of  your  account  in  this  office,  an  over-payment 
to  W.  Armstrong,  esquire,  was  pointed  out;  and,  at  the  same  time,  a deduc- 
tion from  another  payment  to  the  person  was  made  on  another  of  your 
vouchers. 

You  are  entitled  to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Armstrong  the  amount  of  said  deduc- 
tions. 

Mstract  Contingencies. — Voucher  46.  W.  A. ^s  trans- 
portation from  Fort  Towson  to  Nashville,  660  miles, 
at  10  cents,  -----  ^66  00 

should  be  624,  at  10  cents,  - - --  62  40  diff.  ^3  60 


Voucher  50.  W.  A.’s  quarter’s  salary  from  2d  January, 

1833,  to  2d  April,  1833,  at  ^2,000  per  annum,  - 500  00 

Deduct  over-payment  to  him  of  10  days  between  2d  and 
12th  April,  1832.  This  deduction  wmuld  have  been 
made  from  the  first  payment  to  W.  A.  by  Lieutenant 
Montgomery,  but  his  accounts  being  closed,  and  yours 
open,  and  you  present,  it  was  thought  best  to  take  it 
from  the  payment  made  by  you,  - - - 54  30 


§445  66  diff.  54  30 


§57  90 


Respectfully,  &c. , 

‘GEO.  OlBSONj  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  J.  Page, 

JDisb^g  JIgent  Choctaw  removaly  Nashvilky  'Penn. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Suhsistenccy  June  3,  1833. 

Sir:  Letters  from  you  under  date  of  April  1st,  (two,)  May  2d,  (three,) 
3d,  (two,)  4th,  (two,)  6th,  7th,  and  9th,  have  been  received.  Under  date 
of  1st  April,  you  advise  me  that  Lieutenant  Rains  has  changed  his  station 
from  Fort  Smith  to  a place  about  20  miles  distant;  of  which  change  you  ask 
my  approval.  It  is  hereby  given.  In  a letter  of  the  2d  May,  you  advert 
to  mine  of  the  18th  of  March,  enclosing  you  an  extract  of  a report  of  the 
Indian  commissioners  in  relation  to  Major  Bailey  and  Mr.  Kennerly.  It  is 
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just  to  inform  you  that  General  Clark  has  made  a report  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  exculpating  Major  Bailey.  I will  write  to  you  hereafter  on  the  subject 
of  the  public  wagons  and  horses,  and  may  suggest  a different  mode  of  getting 
them  off  from  that  mentioned  in  yours  of  the  7th  April.  In  the  letter  of 
May  9th,  an  ‘^estimate  of  funds  to  meet  the  claims  of  contractors  for  rations, 
&c.,’’  is  enclosed.  The  amount  is  ^62,730.  On  the  30th  of  May,  I ad- 
vised you  that  a remittance  would  be  made  to  cover  the  payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  claims.  They  will  require  ten  or  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars.  I think,  however,  that  seventy  thousand  dollars  will,  with 
an  available  balance  from  another  source,  be  ample  for  both  objects;  and 
have,  accordingly,  directed  a deposite  of  that  amount  to  your  credit  in  the 
Branch  Bank  of  New  Orleans. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursmg  Little  Rock,  A.  T, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Stibsisience,  June  4,  1833. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  J,  F.  Lane  will  take  the  place  of  Lieutenant  Montgom- 
ery in  the  Choctaw  removal.  The  latter  will  be  placed  on  duty  elsewhere. 
Captain  Page  and  Lieutenants  Phillips  and  Lane  will  be  at  Nashville  by 
the  10th  of  August. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G. 

.To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Choctaw  Agent,  Fort  Smithy  A.  T, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  A,  1833. 

Sir:  Since  mine  of  the  24th  ultimo,  advising  you  that  the  disbursing 
agents  would  be  at  Nashville  by  the  10th  August,  it  has  been  determined 
that  Lieutenant  J,  F.  Lane  shall  take  the  place  of  Lieutenant  Montgomery, 
the  latter  being  about  to  be  placed  on  duty  elsewhere. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Wm.  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Supenutendent  Choctaw  removal,  Nashville,  Tennessee, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Cornmissary  General  Subsistence,  June  4, 1833. 

Si^:  Yours  of  the  19th  i\pril  is  at  hand.  The  disapppintment  of  the 
Choctavvsin  not  receiving  their  hoes,  axes,  &c.,  dQuhtleas  no  longer  exists, 
as  I have  some  time  since  had  them  purchased,  and  have  been  advised  of 
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their  shipment  from  Pittsburgh/  The  Chickasaws  moving  to  the  Sec- 
tion of  the  country  in  which  you  are  stationed,  <<  to  become  Choctaws/^  can- 
not be  allowed  provisions.  The  stipulations  of  the  Choctaw  treaty  on  the 
subject  of  removal  west,  are,  that  the  land  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  shall 
be  sold  for  their  benefit, ^and  they  remove  at  their  own  cost,  or  remain  on 
such  sectional  locations  as  they  may  choose. 

That  no  charges  for  storage,  &c.,  may  be  made  at  Fort  Smith,  I have  di- 
rected Lieutenant  J.  P.  Davis,  A.  A.  C.  S.,  to  take  care  of  any  Indian  stores 
or  provisions  that  may  arrive  in  your  absence. 

I approve  of  your  receipting  to  the  Quartermaster  Department  for  the  im- 
plements alluded  to  by  you. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

Disbursing  Jigent  Choctaw  removal^  Fort  Smith,  Ji,  T, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  5,  1833, 

Sir:  As  Lieutenant  Rains  has  left  Fort  Smith  for  a station  at  some  dis- 
tance from  that  post,  you  will,  in  his  absence,  receive  and  take  charge  o^ 
any  property  or  provisions  intended  for  the  Indian  service. 

The  public  store-house  heretofore  used  can  be  appropriated  to  that  pur- 
pose. 

Respectfully  , &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Davis. 

Acting  A,  C,  Subsistence,  Fort  Smith,  A,  T, 


Emigration.op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  5,  1833. 

Sir:  I request  that  the  enclosed  account  of  Mr.  John  Harris  for  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  axes,  made  for  the  Choctaws  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
may  be  settled,  and  the  amount  transmitted  to  him  at  Mechanicsburgh,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  a draft  on  the  United  States’  Bank,  Philadelphia.  The  contract 
also  accompanies  this.  The  appropriation  is  asfollows:  For  carrying  into 
efiect  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaws  of  15th  September,  1830,  for  blankets, 
rifles,  ammunition,  &c.,  &c.,  per  act  4th  June,  1832.” 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  William  B.  Lewis,  Esq., 

Second  Jiudit or. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  5,  1833, 

Sir:  By  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Piankeshaw  and  Wea  tribe 
of  Indians,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith,  the  United  States  agree  to  ‘‘afford 
some  assistance  to  that  part  of  the  Wea  tribe  now  residing  in  the  State  of  In- 
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diana,  to  enable  them  to  join  the  rest  of  their  tribe  on  the  lands  assigned  to 
them;”  and,  by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  an  appropriation  was 
made  to  effect  their  removal,  which  you  are  hereby  appointed  to  superintend. 
You  will  also  make  the  disbursements  required  until  they  are  located.  In 
pursuance  to  this  appointment,  you  will  proceed  to  Indiana  without  delay. 
As  soon  as  you  reach  the  Indian  country,  apply  to  William  Marshall,  esq., 
the  agent  at  Logansport,  for  information  respecting  the  present  situation,  &:c., 
of  the  tribe.  That  gentlemen  will  also  be  able  to  answer  the  inquiries  you 
may  make  respecting  their  number,  (which  I believe  is  70)  condition,  and 
services.  He  will  also  take  steps  to  show  the  Indians  that  you  are  proper- 
ly authorized  to  remove  them. 

General  Tipton,  Senator  of  the  United  States  residing  in  Logansport,  will, 
lam  assured,  take  much  pleasure  in  giving  you  information  upon  this  sub- 
ject. You  will,  however,  rely  much  upon  yyur  own  observations  touching 
those  things  that  it  may  be  proper  to  do  prior  to  your  starting.  As  soon 
as  possible  after  reaching  the  Indian  lands,  you  will  enroll  the  heads  of 
families  on  the  form  furnished,  a copy  of  which  you  will  forward  to  me 
before  your  departure.  The  roll  retained  by  you  will  be  turned  to  the 
agent  who  may  be  designated  by  Governor  Clark  to  take  charge  of  the  In- 
dians. On  this  roll  you  will  note,  as  the  regulations  direct,  the  changes  in 
the  number,  by  death,  &c.,  on  your  arrival  west,  of  which  you  will  notify 
me  Whilst  engaged  in  enrolling  you  may  ascertain  the  capabilites  of  the 
tribe  for  the  removal;  the  number  of  horses  and  wagons,  and  any  other 
means  of  conveyance;  and  you  will  accordingly  purchase  such  number  of 
horses  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  conveyance  of  those  who  cannot  travel 
on  foot  with  the  same  number  of  cheap  saddles  and'bridles,  and  make  such 
distribution  of  them,  as  you  may  think  proper.  It  is  believed  that  all  the 
baggage  required  to  be  transported  may  be  packed  on  Indian  ponies,  and 
carried  in  their  own  vehicles.  The  Indians  must  be  told  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  pay  any  money  as  hire  of  their  horses  and  wagons,  but  will 
leed  the  former,  and  repair  (if  worth  repairing)  any  injury  that  may  happen 
to  (he  latter  on  the  route.  Should  a small  quantity  of  harness  be  required, 
It  can  be  purchased  and  supplied  to  those  whose  teams  convey  baggage.  ^ 

The  most  direct  route  to  St.  Louis  will  be  taken,  but  it  would  be  advisable 
to  avoid,  if  possible,  any  large  town  in  the  way,  and,  at  all  events,  to  make 
no  stoppages  in  them. 

The  Indians  will  be  subsisted  by  purchase  whilst  assembling  and  on  the 
route.  Forage  may"  be  issued  to  the  ponies  before  starting,  if  the  range  is 
not  sufficient  for  them.  The  ration  of  forage  allowed  to  a pony  is  one  half 
that  given  to  a work  horse. 

On  your  arrival  at  St.  Louis,  you  will  call  on  Gen.  Clark,  superintendent 
©I  Indian  affairs,  who  will  inform  you  of  the  place  to  which  you  are  to  con- 
duct the  Indians,  and  the  person  to  whom  you  are  to  give  them  in  char^^e. 
Vou  will  consult  Gen.  Clark  about  any  matters  upon  which  you  should  %e 
advised.  He  will  superintend  the  supplying  of  the  year’s  provisions  to 
winch  these  Indians  are  entitled  after  their  removal. 

i You  can  employ  an  assistant  conductor  at  three  dollars  a day.  If  there  is 
I an  interpreter  with  the  tribe,  he  can  go  with  you,  or  you  can  procure  one. 
iin  the  tormer  case  inquire  as  to  his  pay,  so  that  he  may  not  be  paid  twice. 

1 Kou  will  allow  him  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  day  up  to  the  time  of  his 
arriving  west;  and  he,  (if  he  return)  and  the  assistant  conductor,  will  be 
■ lentitled  to  return  pay,  and  ten  cents  a mile  for  transportation  to  the  place  of 
H starting.  ^ 
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The  horses  and  saddles,  and  any  other  property  it  may  be  necessary  to  pur- 
chase, will  be  sold  to  the  best  advantage. 

Your  previous  experience  in  the  Indian  emigration  has  taught  you  the 
details  of  your  duty,  and  I shall  leave  to  your  own  discretion  much  that  re- 
lates to  the  mode  of  its  performance.  Any  thing  that  may  be  lacking  in 
the  above  outline  must  be  supplied  by  your  own  judgment  applied  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  or  by  reference  to  the  regulations. 

Two  thousand  dollars  will  be  advanced  to  you  to  fulfil  the  purposes  of  the 
above  instructions.  Respectfully,  &.c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton, 

Disbursing  *dge7it,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  6, 1833.  “ 

Sir;  A shipment  of  ten  thousand  pounds  of  rifle  powder  has  been  made  j 
from  Marcus  Hook,  on  the  Delaware,  to  New  Orleans,  whence  it  will  be 
sent  to  Fort  Smith  or  Little  Rock,  as  chance  may  serve.  The  freight  will  f 
be  paid  by  you,  and  you  will  use  every  exertion  to  facilitate  its  passage  to  i 
Fort  Smith.  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  J.  Brown,  j 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal,  Little  Rock,  A.  1\ 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissa'i'y  General  Subsistence,  June  6,  1833. 
Sir:  Ten  thousand  pounds  of  first  quality  rifle  powder,  (treble  F)  Du-  , 
ponPs  manufacture,  have  been  purchased  and  shipped  from  Marcus  Hook,  | 
on  the  Delaware,  to  New  Orleans.  Directions  will  be  given  to  the  quarter-  I 
master  at  New  Orleans  to  ship  it  for  Fort  Smith  as  soon  after  its  arrival  as  a t 
boat  can  be  found  going  to  Little  Rock  or  Fort  Smith.  t 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  Y. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  , 

Choctaw  Jigent,  Fort  Smith,  j 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  6, 1833. 
Sir:  A shipment  has  been  made  from  Marcus  Hook,  on  the  Delaware,  of 
ten  thousand  pounds  of  powder  in  a vessel  bound  to  New  Orleans.  I am 
not  yet  apprised  of  her  name  by  the  assistant  quartermaster  at  Philadelphia. 
This  powder  is  intendied  for  the  Choctaw  Indians  west  of  Arkansas;  and 
the  packages  containing  it  are  msirked  F.  W.  Armstrong,  Fort  Smith.' 
You  will  please,  as  soon  as  yoq  receive  this,  to  look  out  for  the  means  of 
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transporting  it  to  Fort  Smith  or  to  Little  Rock,  and  to  make  the  shipment 
with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

The  freight  to  New  Orleans  will  be  paid  by  you,  and  from  New  Orleans 
to  Fort  Smith  by  Captain  Brown. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  0.  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  A.  Drane, 

Assistant  Quartermaster  U,  S,  t/^.,  New  Orleans, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  7,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  6th  April,  enclosing  accounts  for  the  first  quarter,  has 
been  received.  I advised  you,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  that  I had  reduced  your 
estimate  one  half,  viz.  to  ^5,000,  in  consequence  of  the  belief  that  the  num- 
ber of  emigrants  would  be  less  than  one  half  estimated  for.  This  I have  no 
reason  to  doubt. 

The  muster  roil  alluded  to  ought  to  be  regularly  forwarded.  I approve 
of  the  course  you  have  taken  in  the  payment  of  Reuben  Daniel  for  his 
year’s  subsistence.  If  a deviation  were  made  in  his  case,  it  might  be  here- 
after expected  in  others,  which  would  be  troublesome  to  the  department, 
and  probably  injurious  to  the  Indians. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  W.  Seawell, 

Disbursing  Agent  Cherokee  removal,  Fort  Gibson,  A,  T, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  7,  1833. 

Sir:  The  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  has  referred  to  me  your  letter  to 
him  dated  5th  May,  1833,  for  the  purpose  of  replying  to  such  parts  as  re- 
late to  the  business  of  this  office.  I regret  that  any  thing  of  a disagreeable 
nature  shall  occur  between  Captain  Day  and  yourself.  In  not  paying  you 
promptly  and  without  hesitation  for  personal  services  as  superintendent,  he 
failed  to  comply  with  that  which  the  regulations  demand  of  a disbursing  of- 
ficer. But  this  was,  no  doubt,  a mere  miscotideption  of  duty.  Captain 
Day  has  left  the  Indian  service  in  consequence  of  permission  from  this 
office  to  do  so,  granted  at  his  request.  And  you  were  advised,  on  the  30th 
April,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  did  not  deem  it  necessary,  at  present,  to 
send  another  disbursing  agent  to  the  Cherokee  country.  In  mine  of  the 
21st  January,  you  were  requested  to  forward  to  this  office  a copy  of  the 
rolls,  of  the  emigrant  Indians.  None  have  yet  been  received. 

When  your  next  quarter’s  salary  becomes  due,  there  being  no  disbursing 
agent  present,  you  will  draw  on  me  for  the  amount. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Benjamin  F.  Curry,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Cherokee  removal,  Calhoun,  Tenn, 
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Emigration  of  Indians^ 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  10,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  25th  of  May,  with  account  of  the  ex- 
penditures for  supplies  for  the  Pottawatamies,  from  the  9th  April  to  16th 
May,  and  advising  that  a draft  for  the  amount,  S217  03,  had  been  drawn  by 
you  in  favor  of  General  Robert  Patterson.  This  draft  was  presented  and 
paid  on  the  8th.  The  regulations  require  an  abstract  of  issues  to  cover  all 
expenditures  for  provisions  or  property:  please  to  forward  one. 

Ygu  were  informed,  on  the  16th  ultimo,  that  a disbursing  officer  would 
reach  you  about  the  10th  of  June.  This  date  has  arrived,  and  the  gentle- 
man appointed  has  not  been  able  to  reach  you  yet. 

Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery  is  the  officer  whose  duty  it  will  be  to 
make  the  disbursements  for  the  Pottawatamies. 

I am  under  the  impression  he  will  be  with  you  in  a few  days  after  you 
receive  this. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 

To  A.  C.  Pepper,  Esq., 

j.,.  Superintendent  Pottaivatamie  removal,  Rising  Sun,  Indiana. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsiste?ice,  June  12,  1S33. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  referred  to  this  office  your  letter  of  the 
24th  April,  respecting  the  road  which  you  recommend  to  the  Government 
to  have  constructed  for  the  convenience  of  removing  the  Choctaws.  The 
Choctaw  removal  is  now  nearly  completed:  therefore,  as  regards  that  tribe, 
the  road  would  now  be  of  little  importance.  As  soon,  however,  as  the  Se- 
cretary returns,  (he  is  now  absent  from  the  city,)  the  subject  of  your  letter 
shall  again  be  presented  to  his  view. 

The  balance  due  by  you  as  assistant  agent  in  the  removal  of  Choctaws  is 
(^3  36.  You  will  please  pay  this  to  Captain  Browm  and  forward  his  re- 
ceipt. It  is  desirable  to  close  your  account. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  S.  V.  R.  Ryan, 

JWoutli  of  Arkansas,  A,  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  14,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  7th,  17th,  and  23d  of  May,  are  received.  The 
first  referred  principally  to  the  propriety  of  making  some  disposition  of  the 
public  wagons  and  teams.  It  was  intended,  as  you  are  already  aware,  to 
give  you  some  directions  on  that  subject.  They  have,  as  you  remark,  done 
good  service;  but  it  is  more  than  probable  that  they  would,  if  kept  on  hand 
!f?^ter  next  fall’s  emigration,  be  productive  of  great  expense  to  the  Govern* 
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Went  without  a correspondent  benefit,  or  perhaps  the  possibility  of  realiz- 
ing, in  a sale,  any  thing  like  their  value,  I think,  then,  it  Would  be  pre- 
ferable to  sell  both  Wagons  and  teams  as  soon  as  possible,  without  sacrificing 
them.  It  may  be  done  as  you  suggest.  But  a mode  has  been  mentioned 
which  would  appear  to  be  calculated  to  produce  the  bes^t  restilts.  It  is  this: 
to  offer  the  wagons  and  teams  at  public  ^ale  to  such  persons  as  choose  to 
bid,  with  a general  understanding  that  those  who  buy  will  have  a preference 
in  the  employment  of  their  teams  in  the  next  Choctaw  removal  over  other 
persons^at  the  same  prices,  for  the  duty  to  be  performed  This  may  induce 
fair  bidding;  It  may  not  only  produce  a good  sale  of  the  public  property, 
but  enable  the  buyers,  by  the  employnaent  of  the  teams,  &c.,  to  pay  a con- 
siderable portion  of  their  whole  cost.  In  case  of  such  an  arrangement,  it 
would  be  proper  merely  to  stipulate  that  the  preference  should  be  given  in 
the  public  employment  to  those  who  pay  the  highest  prices,  and,  if  their 
services  are  required,  embracing  the  rest  in  proportion.  No  credit  should 
be  given  on  the  purchases.  One  great  object  is  to  economize  in  this  branch 
of  the  expenditure.  The  first  procedure  should  be  to  dismiss  as  many 
wagoners,  and  others  connected  with  the  wagon.service,  as  may  be  done  with- 
out injury.  If  the  sale  can  be  effected  at  once,  let  it  take  place  without  de- 
lay, You  must  judge  of  the  extent  to  which  you  can  go  at  present. 

If  any  of  the  wagons  are  still  in  the  country  above,  you  will  either  have 
them  Sold  there,  or  order  them  down,  as  you  may  think  best.  In  the  sale, 
care  must  be  taken  to  prevent,  as  far  as  may  be,  those  Combinations  which 
bave^  apparently,  cost  the  G-overnment  so  much*  It  would  therefore  be 
proper  to  bind  the  purchasers  to  the  performance  of  such  conditions  as  may 
appear  necessary. 

No  disbursing  agent  can  now  be  ordered  to  the  Choctaw  nation.  On  the 
termination  of  the  next  removal,  one  of  them  will  remain  in  the  country, 
and  may  be  placed  at  the  point  mentioned  by  Lieutenant  Stephenson. 

The  second  letter  covered  triplicate  contracts  for  rations,  to  commence 
1st  July,  and  terminate  the  1st  of  October.  These  contracts  (tear  an  average 
price  of  eight  cents  per  ration,  a slight  average  increase  on  those  previously 
m^de.  It  was  politic  to  extend  the  contract  for  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees 
to  the.  close  of  the  year  during,  which  they  are  to  be  supplied.  The  price  is 
reaspnable. 

The  estimate  of  fiands  for  the  third  quarter  Was  also  enclosed  in  yours  of 
the  17th  ultimo.  As  you  intimate  that  it  would  he  well  to  make  a deposite  of 
the  aniount  in  the  St.  Louis  Branch  Bank,  it  will  most  probably  be  done.  It 
is  not,  therefore,  necessary  to  make  the  deposite  now,  which  would  be  the 
ease  if  it  were  contemplated  to  place  it  in  New  Orleans,  on  account  of  the 
objection  stated  by  you  to  going  to  that  city  during  the  sickly  season.  It 
shall  be  made  in  due  timh,  of  which  you  will  receive  seasonable  advice. 

The  estimate  for  ^62,730  has  been  filled  by  a deposite  in  New  Orleans  of 
^70,000,  to  cover  the  expenses  which  it  embraced,  and  some  others. 

You  allude  to  the  term  double  estimates  as  used  in  relation  to  your  esti- 
mates for  the  fourth  quarter.  There  were  two,  and  nearly  of  the  same 
amount,  thougb  they  differed  materially  in  the  items  of  which  they  were 
composed. 

jl  he  suggestions  as  to  Major, Armstrong's  expenditures  had  no  connexion 
with  the  removal  of  the  Indians:  they  related  to  expenditures  arising  from 
the  transportation  of  Indian  presents,  &c.  The  part  of  the  letter  of  27th 
35  ' ' 


274 


C 512  ] 

March  to.  which  you  refefj  was  ,an  endeavor  to  ascertain  yOur  pecuniary 
condition,  in  the  absence  of  an  estimate  for  the  first  quarter  of  this  year. 
It  is  quite  impossible  to  trace,  at  all  times,  the  exact  course  of  operations 
carried  on  at  so  great  a distance. 

The  estimates  recently  received  are  very  satisfactory  in  their  detail.  You 
will  please,  in  those  for  the  next  quarter,  to  report  with  as  much  precision 
as  may  bepossible  the  state  of  the  funds  for  the  various  disbursements  which 
you  are  making. 

The  accounts  for  tihe  Ecor  de  Fabre  expedition  Will,  you  are  already  in- 
formed, be  settled  by  you.  Instructions  to  that  effect  were  forwarded  to  you 
on  the  30th  ult.  I therefore  return  the  account  of  Ab.^salom  Madding,  en- 
closed under  date  of  the  24th  May. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

d.  H.  HOOK,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agents  Little  Rock,  Jl.  T. 


Emigration  or  Indians, 

Office  Commissarij  General  Subsistence,  June  14, 1333. 

Sir:  You  were  instructed  on  the  28th  May  to  proceed  to  Indiana  for  the 
purpose  of  acting  as  disbursing  agent  in  the  Pottawatamie  removal.  On 
arriving  at  Logansport,  you  will  communicate  with  Colonel  Pepper,  the 
superintendent  of  the  removal.  The  route,  mode  of  subsistence,  &c.,  will 
be  arranged  by  that  gentleman. 

The  accountability  for  money,  provisions,  and  property,  will  be  that  point- 
ed out  in  the  regulations,  and  must  be  characterized  by  all  the  care  in  the 
disbursements  and  issues  that  they  contemplate. 

Your  previous  experience  jn  the  Choctaw  removal  renders  it  unnecessary 
now  to  point  out  the  minutise  of  the  duties  incumbent  upon  a disbursing 
agent.  Further  instructions  may  be  sent  to  you  at  St.  Louis. 

You  can  employ  one  or  two  assistants  to  attend  to  the  issues,  whose  com- 
pensation should  be  $2  50  a day. 

All  the  agents  will  be  paid  by  you.  They'will  be  entitled  to  return  pay 
to  the  starting  point,  and  ten  cents  a mile.  On  the  route  with  the  Indians, 
the  Secretary  of  War  has  determined  that  no  more  be  paid  to  any  agent  than 
his  actual  transportation  and  subsistence.  The  expenses  will  be  kept,  if 
possible,  in  a memorandum  book,  and  certified  to  by  the  person  paid.  The 
book  is  to  be  taken  by  you  as  a,  voucher.  It  is  hoped  that  every  exertion 
will  be  used  by  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  service  to  promote  a spirit  of 
harmon) , and  that  ail  their  acts  may  tend  to  the  impressing  of  a favorable 
character  on  the  efforts  which  the  Government  is  making  to  effect  the  removal 
of  the  Indians. 

Twenty  thousand  dollars  have  been  placed  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch 
Bank  at  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis:  fifteen  thousand  in  the  former, and  five 
thousand  in  the  latter. 

You  will  report,  as  speedily  as  may  be  convenient  after  your  arrival  at  Lo^ 
gansport,  the  prospects  of  the  removal,  and  forward  an  estimate  of  funds, 
the  data  of  which  you  will  obtain  from  the  superintendent. 

The  balance  of  funds  remaining  in  your  hands  on  account  of  the  Choctaw 
removal,  amounted,  at  the  close  of  the  tirst  quarter  of  the  present  year,  to 


$6j7M  24  You  willj  as  soon  as  you  receive  this,  direct  the  cashier  of  the 
United  States^  Bank  at  Nashville  to  deposite  that  sura  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  render  any  account  current  for  the  second 
quarter  of  this  year.  You  can  charge  your  back  pay  and  transportation 
west  in  your  first  quarterly  account  in  the  Pottawatamie  removal. 

■■  The  cashier  should  forward  to  this  office,  as  well  as  to'.you,  a certificate  of 
deposite. 

Respectfully,  &c.', ' 

' ■ ■ ■ '■  ' 

For '■  George  Gibson^  C.  G* 

To  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery, 

' 'Disb^.g  Mgent  Poitaivatamie  rem’i^,  Logansp07%  Indiana.  ^ 


. Emigration  ,op  Indians, 

. ' Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  15,  1S33. 

Sir:  The  perusal  ®f  the  regulations  has  infornied  you  of  the  outline  of 
the  plan  of  operations.  I would  advert  particularly  to  the  following:  First, 
that  du.plicate  muster-rolls  be  made  of  the  Indians  prior  to  their  departure; 
one  of  which  to  be  sent  to  this  office,  another  to  the  agent  appointed  to 
' receive 'the  Indians  upon  their  arrival  west,  &c.,  (see  article  13th  of  section 
4.)  The  route,  mode  of  travelling,  and  of  subsistence,  will  be  selected  by 
you.  The',  fi'rst  will  he.  left  entirely  discretionary.  ' The  second  will  be  in 
co.nformity  hdth,  the  regulations,,  except  so  far  as  a slight  deviation  from 
-them  might  be  acivisable  in  the  purchase  of  some  few  horses:  if  they  are 
indispensable,  you  can  get  them,  but  in  as  limited  a number  as  will  by  any 
possibility  answer  your  .purposes  ; for  the  experience,  of  the  service 
heretofore  has  been,  in  regard  to  horses,  that  , an  almost  total  loss  in  their 
cost  invariably  ensues.  The  last  will,  according  to  regulations,  be  procured 
contract  for  complete  rations,  or  by  purchase  in  bulk.  It  is  discretion- 
ary with  you  to  adopt  either  or  both  plans.  By  article  4th  of  section  lY.^ 
infirm,  or  very  young  persons,  may  be  transported  in  wagons  or  upon  horses. 
If,  therefore,  one  wagon  be  procured  for  every  fifty  persons  in  pursuance 
,pf  article.  6th  of , the  same  section,  the  former  article  cannot,  of  course, 
be  acted  upon.  The  regulations,  in  fact,  only  contemplate  the  employment 
of  one  vvagofi  and  team,  or  their  equivalent  in  horses,  to  every  fifty  persons. 
The  permission,  therefore,  given  above  to  buy  horses  is,  in  this  case,  as  in 
former  instances,  a step  beyond  the  regulations. 

It  has  been  found  advisable  to  feed  the  Indian  ponies  when  they  could 
not,  on  the  route,  find  pasturage  sufficient  to  support  them.  This  you  are 
;authomed  to  do.  But  it  must  l3e  understood  by  the  Indians  that  those  only 
can  be  fed  which  render  service  in  the  removal.  Such  can  be  allowed  a 
half  ration  or  one  gallon  of  corn  a.  day. 

You  will  find  it  advisable  to  discountenance  as  much  as  possible  the  trans- 
portation of  heavy  baggage.  Indeed,  so  many  and  various  are  the  sources 
of  expenditure  in  an  Indian  removal,  that  it  will  require  abundant  precau- 
tion on  the  part  of  yourself,  and  all  the  gentlemen  associated  with  you,  to 
I^eep  within  the  bounds  of  an  economical  disbursement.  Experience  has 
taught  the  department  that,  after  the  active,  and,  of  course,  expensive  opera- 
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tions  commenced,  the  most  advisable  plan  is,  to  push  on,  to  accelerate  the 
movements  of  the  Indians,  to  suffer  no  delays  under  the  thousand  pretences 
which  their  dilatoriness,  and  sometimes  their  sloth,  will  present  as  obstruc-^ 
tions  to  rapid  travel. 

You  have  heretofore  been  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  consult 
General  Clark  and  the  Indian  commissioners  on  the  subject  of  the  location 
of  the  Indians.  It  appears  from  your  letter  of  25th  May,  that  the  band 
which  you  are  about  to  remove  will  join  the  Kickapoo  prophet,  and  reside 
in  the  same  country  with  him. 

It  will,  nevertheless,  be  proper  to  pursue  the  instructions  before  alluded 
to.  You  will  ascertain  from  General  Clark  the  name  of  the  agent  whose 
duty  it  will  be  to  superintend  the  supplying  of  the  Pottawatamie  emigrants 
with  the  year’s  provisions.  He  will  have  made  arrangements  for  such  supply 
by.  contract  before  you  arrive  in  new  the  country,  or  perhaps  at  St.  Louis. 

The  issue  of  the  year’s  provisions  will  commence  on  the  day  of  arrival 
in  the  new  country. 

Your  pay  as  superintendent  is  made  to  commence,  by  the  Secretary  of 
War’s  instructions  to  you  dated  March  6th,  “ on  the  day  you  leave  your 
residence  to  enter  upon  the  execution  of  these  duties.”  Please  to  advise 
me  of  that  day,  and  also  of  the  date  of  calling  into  se#*vice  all  other  persons 
employed  under  you  in  the  removal.  Herewith  is  the  copy  of  instructions 
of  Lieutenant  Montgomery;  and  you  will  get  by  the  same  mail  blapk  mus- 
ter-rolls  and  quarterly  statements  of  agents. 

Duplicate  to  Logansport. 

Respectfull}^,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  ^ciing  C.  G,  .Y 

To  A.  C.  Pepper,  Esq., 

SiipH  Pottawatamie  remU,  Rising  Sun,  Indiana, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Ojjice  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  June  15,  IS33/ 

Sir:  Herewith  is  the  account  of  Messrs.  Dupont,  de  Nemours,  & Co.^ 
for  ten  thousand  pounds  of  powder  purchased  from  them  for  the  Choctaws 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  amount,  ■^2,139  50,  they  request  may  be 
transmitted  to  them  at  Wilmington,  Delaware,  in  a draft  on  the  United 
States’  Bank  at  Philadelphia.  ' 

The  appropriation  out  of  which  it  is  payable  is  as  follows:  For  blankets, 
rifles,  ammunition,  &c.,  per  act  for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the 
Choctaws  of  the  15th  September,  1830,  per  act  4th  June,  1832. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  dieting  C.  G,  S. 

To  Wm.  B.  Lewis,  Esq., 

Second  Auditor. 


Emigration  oe  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  19,1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  advising  this  office  that  one  hundred 
boxes  of  powder  had  been  shipped  on  board  the  brig  Ella,  for  New  Orleans, 
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and  enclosing  bill  of  lading,  is  received.  I am  obliged  to  you  for  the  atten- 
tion paid  to  the  wishes  of  this  department.  Mr.  Harper  will  receive  my 
thanks  for  the  interest  he  has  taken  during  the  absence  of  Captain  Mackay, 
in  the  matter  to  which  he  alludes  in  the  postscript  of  the  letter,  the  receipt 
of  which  is  above  acknowledged. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Min^  C.  G.S. 

To  Captain  JEneas  Mackay, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Philadelphia, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  19, 18S3. 

Sir:  A band  of  Pottaw’atamies  will  shortly  be  removed  from  Indiana, 
and  will  probably  reach  St.  Louis  by  the  middle  of  August.  They  are  un- 
der the  superintendency  of  Colonel  A.  C.  Pepper.  The  disbursing  agent 
is  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery.  Colonel  Pepper  has  been  instructed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  consult  with  you  on  the  subject  of  the  location  of 
those  Indians;  and  on  you  will  devolve,  by  the  Secretary’s  orders,  the  duty 
of  supplying  them  with  the  year’s  rations,  to  which  they  are  entitled  froni 
the  day  of  their  arrival  in  the  new  country. 

A small  band  of  Weas,  from  the  same  State,  will  also  go  over  this  sum- 
mer, under  the  superintendency  of  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton,  disbursing 
agent.  That  gentleman  has  also  been  directed  to  consult  you  with  respect 
to  the  locating  of  his  party;  and  the  Secretary  directs  in  this  case,  too,  that 
you  provide  the  year’s  subsistence. 

You  will  please  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  furnishing  both  these  tribes 
for  one  year,  commencing  on  the  day  of  their  arrival  on  the  lands  assigned 
them,  whether  temporarily  or  permanently. 

For  the  rules  by  which  you  will  be  governed  in  this  business,  I refer  you 
to  the  letters  from  this  office,  dated  the  20th  October,  and  11th  December 
ultimo. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C,  G,  S, 

To  General  William  Clark, 

Superintendent  Indian  Ajffairs,  St,  Louis,  Mo, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  1833. 

Sjr:  Yours  dated  20th  instant,  from  on  board  steamboat  neap  Baltimore, 
is  received. 

Enclosed  is  a copy  of  instructions  forwarded  to  your  address  Rt  Logans- 
port,  and  of  a letter  to  Col.  Pepper  in  relation  to  his  duties  as  superinten- 
dent of  the  Pottawatamie  removal.  As  the  ideposite  of  funds,  of  which  yop 
are  advised,  may  be  made  in  Cincinnati  by  the  tirpo  of  your  reaching  that 
city,  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  draw  so  much  of  it  as  you  may  deem  it 
advisable  to  take  with  you. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

. J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C,  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery, 

Disbursing  Agent,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
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Emigration  of  Indians^ 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  22,  1S33«  ^ 

Sir:  The  enclosed  draft  drawn  by  Geo.  Vashon  on  Secretary  of  War,  and 
in  favor  of  Gah-ta-a-tah,  has  been  presented  for  payment.  There  being  no 
fund  except  that  in  your  possession,  out  of  which  it  can  be  paid,  it  is  en- 
closed to  you  with  a check  for  the  amount,  S257  50,  on  the  Branch  Bank 
in  this  city;  for  which  check,  when  returned  signed  by  you,  Mr.  Smith, 
the  cashier,  will  be  requested  to  remit  a draft  to  the  payees,  Messrs.  Na-  [ 
thaniel  Hobart  and  Co.,  at  Boston,  I 

Respectfully,  &:c.,  I; 

J.  H.  HOOK,  C,  G.  S. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  I 

Com,  Gen,  Subsistence,  Carisle,  Fa, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsisterice,  June  24,  1833. 

Sir:  No  evidence  has  been  furnished  by  Colonel  Gaines,  as  suggested  by  i 
you  would  be  the  case,  relative  to  the  authority  of  Mr.  Charles  H.  Abert  to 
receive  payment  for  wagon  hire  for  John  B.  Jones-  By  a reference  to  your 
duplicate  accounts  you  will  see  that  the  amount  paid  the  former  was  j^455  75.  ' 

I have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Abort  was  duly  authorized,  but  accounting  officers  f 
require  the  proof:  therefore,  in  order  to  have  your  accounts  finally  closed,  ! 
be  pleased  to  procure  an  acknowledgment  from  Mr.  Jones  that  the  money 
was  paid.  Let  it  be  taken  before  a justice  of  the  peace,  whose  signature 
will  be  authenticated  by  the  seal  of  a court  of  record.  ^ 

Enclosed  is  such  a document  as  will  be  acceptable  at  the  Treasury. 

Respectfully,  &c.,  ; 

J.  H.  HOOK,,  ^cting^  C.  G,  S, 

To  Thomas  McGee,  Esquire, 

Demopolis,  Alabama, 


Emigration  of'  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  27,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  just  received  from  Mr.  A.  W.  Everitt^ 
former  assistant  agent  in  the  Choctaw  removal.  This  letter  covered  seven- 
teen contracts  made  by  L.  Belding  on  behalf  ofthe  United  States,  and  under 
the  instructions  of  Mr.  S.  T.  Cross,  for  wagons  md  teams  employed  in  the 
Ecor  de  Fabre  removal. 

As  you  have  received  the  necessary  instructions  from  this  office  for  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  arising  out  of  that  affair,  these  contracts  are  now 
forwarded  to  you. 

When  the  settlement  is  closed  you  will  return  them. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acimg  C,  G,  S, 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Jlgent,  Litile  Rock,..  Jl,  T,  • 
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Emic^rai'ion  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Suhsislenee,  June  27,  1833. 

Sis*  Yoiirs  dated  14th  instant,  at  Nashville,  is  received.  I regret  the 
melancholy  cau^  of  your  delay  in  that  city,  but  believe  you  will  be  at  Fort 
Smith  sufficiently  early  to  accomplish  the  object  of  your  journey  thither.  The 
attention  of  the  department  is  called  by  you  to  the  subject  of  making  con- 
tracts for  supplies  from  Rock  Roe  west;  and  you  suggest  that  advantage 
rnay  accrue  to  the  public  by  letting  you  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  regu- 
lations^^ upon  that  subject.  You  also  advise  a change  in  the  relative  duty 
of  disbursing  officers  and  conductorSj  so  that  the  officer  would  only  have  to 
make  the  disbursements.  The  making  of  contracts  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Mississippi  was,  last  year,  made  a part  of  Captain  Brown’s  duty;  and  I 
cannot,  in  the  absence  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  decide 
upon  any  change  in  that  respect. 

With  regard  to  an  alteration  of  the  duties  of  the  disbursing  officers  by 
which  they  would  in  any  manner  be  precluded  from  what  the  regulations 
expressly  command,' (see  section  11,  article  11,)  I must  also  allege  the  rea- 
son above  stated  for  a non-compliance  with  your  'wish.  Indeed  I much 
doubt  whether  any  other  authority  than  that  which  made  the  regulations, 
can  alter  or  modify  apy  essential  part  of  them.  I should,  however,  suppose 
that,  with  respect  to  the  conducting  by  officers,  no  difficulty  could  arise. 
They  would  always  yield  to  the  wishes  of  the  superintendent  when  he  was 
present,  and  surely  in  his  absence  would  be  guided  implicitly  by  his  in- 
structions. 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  now  absent,  as  well  as  the  Commissary  General; 
but  both  will  be  here  in  a few  weeks,  when  your  views  shall  be  laid  before 
them. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

j.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S, 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Ghnctav)  Jigent  West,  Fort  Smith,  A,  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  2S,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  . letter  dated  at  Gainesville,  15th  May,  and  post  marked  at 
Clinton,  Alabama,  June  6,  with  the  contract  for  wagons  made  by  Mr.  Beld- 
ing,  has  been  received.  These  contracts  have  been  transmitted  to  Captain 
Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent  removal  of  Indians,  by  whom  the  ac- 
eounta  growing  out  of  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  expedition  will  be  settled. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  6r.  S. 

To  A.  W.  EvRRiTt,  Esq., 

Gainesville,  Alabama. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  June  28,  1833. 
Sir;  You  will  find  enclosed  General  George  Gibson’s  check  in  your  favor 
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for  $251  50,  for  which  sum  you  will  please  to  transmit  to  Messrs,  Nathan^ 
Hobart  & Co.,  Boston,  a draft  on  the  Branch  Bank  in  that  city. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 
To  R.  Smith,  Esq.,  Cashier.  • 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsist ence,  June  28,  1833. 

Gentlemen:  A draft  dated  West  Cherokee  nation,  March  29,  1833,- 
drawn  by  Mr.  George  Vashon,  Cherokee  agent,  on  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Cahtaatah,  or  order,  for  ^257  50,  and  endorsed  by  you,  has’ 
been  transferred  by  the  War  Department  to  this  office  for  payment. 

Richard  Smith,  esquire,  cashier  United  States’  Bank  in  this  city,  will 
forward  to  you  the  amount  in  a draft  or  check  on  the  Branch  Bank  in  your 
city,  of  the  reception  of  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  advise  this  office. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Messrs.'  Nathan  Hohart  & Co.,  Boston. 


Emigration  OF  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  1,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  17th  June  on  the  subject  of  an  account 
of  yours  against  the  Government  for  travelling  expenses  whilst  acting  as 
agent  in  the  Choctaw  removal,  during  the  winter  of  1831-’32.  A decision 
will  be  made  as  soon  as  Colonel  Gaines,  replies  to  the  letter,  an  extract  of 
which  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  n.  mOK,  Acting  C.  G.  s. 

To  Alex.  H.  SoMMERViLLE,  Esq,, 

Tuscaloosa,  Alabama. 


Emigration  OF  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  1,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  an  account  for  four  thousand  pounds  of  lead  furnished 
by  the  Ordnance  Department  from  the  St.  Louis  arsenal,  together  with 
some  expenses  thereon,  the  Whole  ainounting  to  ^204  80;  which  sum  you 
will  please  to  have  credited  to  the  appropriation  for  the  current  expenses  of 
the  Ordnance  Department,  out  of  the  appropriation  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  treaty  with  the  Choctaws  of  the  15th  September,  1830,  for  blankets, 
rifles,  ammunition,  &c.,  per  act  of  4th  June,  1832;  and,  also,  an  account  of 
Henry  M.  Shreeve,  superintendent  of  the  United  States’  snag-boats  o.n  the 
western  waters,  for  expenses  incurred  on  the  steamboats  Heliopolis  and 
Archimedes  whilst  employed  in  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws  in  the  fall  of 
last  year.  The  amount  is  $2,880  40,  which  please  to  have  credited  to  the 
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appropriation  for  improving  the  Ohio,  Missouri,  and  Mississippi  rivers,  out 
of  the  appropriation  for  expenses  of  removing  and  subsisting  Choctaws, 
Creeks,  Cherokees,  and  Ohio  Indians,  per  act  making  appropriations 
to  carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties,  &c.,  approved  March  2,  1833. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G.  S, 

To  W.  B.  Lewis,  Esq., 

Second  Mditor,  Treasury  Department, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  1,  1833. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  the  request  contained  in  yours  of  the  25th  June,  I have 
directed  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  eighty  cents  to  ‘‘be 
carried  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  ord- 
nance service.^’  This  transfer  will  be  made  from  an  appropriation  for  am- 
munition furnished  under  the  Choctaw  treaty  of  15th  September,  1830. 

' Respectfully,  &c. , 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C,  G,  S, 

To  Col.  George  Bomford, 

Ordnance  Department. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  2,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  8th,  17th,  and  19th  June,  have  this  day  been  re- 
ceived. I doubt  not  that  the  disbursing  agent  was  with  you  by  the  day  fixed 
for  your  departure.  The  appointment  of  Providence  Mountz  to  take  charge 
of  the  baggage  of  the  exploring  delegation  is  approved. 

You  recommend  that  the  horses,  &c.,  purchased  for  the  chiefs  of  the  dele- 
gation be  given  to  them  on  their  return:  and  you  say  that  Mr.  Schermer- 
horn  advises  to  this  course  on  account  of  the  favorable  impression  it  will 
make,  and  its  salutary  effect  upon  future  operations.  I am  favorable  to  your 
proposition,  but  the  acting  Secretary  of  War  will  not  rescind  that  part  of 
your  original  instructions,  by  which  you  are  directed  to  sell,  &c.  As  soon, 
however,  as  the  Secretary  of  War  returns,  your  letter  shall  be  laid  before 
him.  His  decision  will,  most  probably,  be  made  before  the  return  of  the 
delegation  to  Indiana. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  G.  G,  S. 

To  A.  C.  Pepper, 

Superintendent  Pottawatamie  removal,  Rising  Sun,  Indiana, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  8,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  26th  ult.  is  received.  The  original  order  to  Lieutenant 
Montgomery,  disbursing  officer,  ordering  him  to  proceed  to  Logansport,  did 
not  reach  him  until  three  or  four  weeks  after  its  date:  hence  the  delay. 
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He  reports  from  Baitimorej  20th  ultimo,  that  he  had  received  a copy  of 
his  first  order,  and  would  be  at  Logansport'  by  the  end  of  June.  Enclosed 
is  the  copy  of  a late  communication  to  Col.  Pepper. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  ^ctin^  C,  G.  S. 

To  Col.  Lewis  H.  Sands, 

tdssisiani  %figent  removal  Indians^  Logansport,  Indiana^ 


Emigration  oe  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  22,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  two  letters  of  30th  June,  and  one  of  5th  July. 
The  two  first  accompanying  accounts  for  supplies  of  subsistence  furnished 
the  Shawnees  and  Ottoways  during  the  second  quarter  of  1833,  and  ad- 
vising this  office  of  your  having  drawn  for  the  amount  of  said  supplies,  viz. 
for  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 
In  the  last  letter  you  state  the  inability  of  Major  Cumnlins  longer  to  attend 
to  the  issues  to  the  above-named  tribes,  and  the  fact  of  your  having  appoint- 
ed to  that  duty  Mr.  Robert  Johnston  at  forty  dollars  per  month:  and  you 
inquire,  what  amount  of  compensation  will  be  allowed  to  Major  Cummifts 
for  his  extra  duties? 

The  draft  above  referred  to  has  been  presented  and  paid.  I cannot  decide 
upon  the  allowance  to  be  made  to  Major  Cummins.  In  the  letter  to  you  of 
11th  December  it  is  stated  that  the  compensation  to  be  allowed  that  gentle- 
man ‘‘can  be  regulated  hereafter.’’  I believe  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  take  the  subject  under  consideration.  He  is  now  ab- 
sent, as  well  as  Gen.  Gibson.  As  soon  as  the  former  returns  his  decision  will 
be  procured.  Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G,  S. 

To  General  Wm.  Clark, 

Superintendent  Indian  Jiffairs,  St.  Louis^  Missouri. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  24,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  3d  iost.  has  been  received.  The  appointment  of  Tho- 
mas Robb,  as  interpreter,  is  confirmed.  Please  to  inform  me  of  the  date  of 
the  commencement  of  his  services. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G.  S. 

To  Col.  Lewis  H.  Sands, 

Jlssisiaht  Jigent,  Poitatoaiamie  removal,  Logansport,  Indianai 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  26,  1S33. 
Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  11th  inst,  and  regret  extremely  the  de- 
lay of  the  disbursing  agent.  I trust  he  is  with  you  now,  and  that  the  result 
to  the  present  emigration  may  not  extend  further  than  the  loss  of  the  two 
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hundred  emigrants,  who,  you  say,  have  left  the  camp.  Every  precaution 
was  taken  to  secure  the  timely  arrival  of  the  officer.  No  doubt  indeed  was, 
for  a long  time,  entertained  of  his  being  able  to  act  most  efficiently  in  the 
removal.  What  have  been  the  causes  of  his  delay,  the  department  does  not 
yet  understand,  but  he  has  been  instructed  sufficiently  to  account  for  the 
same. 

The  precautions  taken  by  you  to  despatch  the  instructions  of  Lieutenant 
Montgomery  to  the  various  points  at  which  you  thought  he  might  be,  merit 
the  thanks  of  the  Commissary  General  Subsistence. 

The  emigration  will,  I hope,  be  prosecuted  with  vigor  and  effect,  and  the 
department  is  led  to  believe,  from  the  solicitude  and  anxiety  betrayed  by 
those  engaged  in  it,  that  no  exertion  will  be  spared  to  crown  the  enterprise 
with  success. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Scting  0.  G.  S, 

Colonel  Lewis  H.  Sands, 

Jlsmtant  Agent  Pottawatamie  removal  Logansporti  Ind* 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  July  26,  1833. 

Sir:  Advices  from  Colonel  Sands,  assistant  agent  removal,  &c.,  under 
date  of  the  11th  instant,  are  received.  He  says  that  you  had  not  yet  arrived 
at  Logansport.  But  he  had  just  learned  that  you  were  at  Lawrenceburgh, 
at  which  place  you  would  remain  until  you  should  hear  from  the  depart- 
ment. I trust  this  information  is  not  correct.  The  utmost  reliance  was 
placed  upon  your  active  co-operation  in  the  removal,  which  has,  indeed, 
become  threatened  with  entire  defeat  by  the  delay  attendant  on  your  move- 
ment westward. 

Your  letter  written  ^^on  board  steamboat  near  Baltimore,”  and  dated  20th 
June,  states  that  you  would  probably  reach  your  destination  by  the  last  of 
June,  and,  in  anticipation,  a deposite  of  $15,000  had  been  made  at  Cincinnati, 
and  of  ^5,000  at  St.  Louis,  on  the  I2th  of  that  month,  of  which  you  were 
duly  advised  at  Cincinnati,  through  which  place  it  was  your  intention  to  go. 

The  order  from  this  office,  dated  28th  May,  you  say,  in  the  letter  before 
referred  to,  was  not  received  until  the  I7th  Juue,  but  it  directed  you  to  pro- 
ceed by  the  nearest  route  without  delay.  If  haste  was  requisite  when  the 
order  was  written,  it  became  infinitely  more  so  when  it  was  received.  You 
uttered,  however,  in  the  letter  alluded  to,  an  expression  contrary  to  the  spi- 
rit in  which  your  order  was  written.  It  is  this:  that  if  you  had  been  rightly 
informed,  there  is  yet  no  country  provided”  for  the  Indians.  That  was  a 
matter  which  rested  exclusively  with  the  department,  and  ought  by  no 
means  to  have  operated  to  prevent  your  moving  with  the  desired  celerity 
to  the  accomplishment  of  an  object  upon  which,  as  the  result  now'  shows,  so 
much  depended. 

The  design  of  this  letter  is  to  obtain  from  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  such  facts  as  may  satisfactorily  account  for  3mur  unfortu- 
nate delay.  You  will  please,  therefore,  as  soon  as  it  is  received,  to  write  to 
this  office  on  the  subject. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  G.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  W.  R,  Montgomery, 

Disbursing  Agent  Pottaivatamie  removal,  Logansport,  Ind, 


[ 512  ] 


284 


Emigratiok  op  Indians^ 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence)  July  29^  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  16th  instant.  The  information  which 
it  conveys,  the  return  of  Colonel  Pepper^s  exploring  expedition,  is  by  no 
means  acceptable. 

The  continued  absence  of  Lieutenant  Montgomery,  and  his  silence  with 
regard  to  it,  are  unaccountable.  You  will  please  continue  to  communicate, 
as  heretofore,  every  thing  of  interest  which  transpires. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  *Mcling  C,  G»  S, 

To  Colonel  L.  H.  Sands, 

Pottawatamie  removal^  Logansport^  Ind, 


Kmigbation  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  31,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  27th  ultimo  and  11th  instant  have  been  re- 
ceived. The  subject  of  the  latter  shall  be  attended  to  as  soon  as  the  Secre« 
tary  of  War,  who  is  now  absent,  arrives.  He  will  be  here  in  a few  days® 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J,  H.  HOOK,  Acting  C.  G,  S.- 

To'B.  F.  CuRREY,  Esquire, 

Superintendent  Cherokee  removal,  Calhoun,  Tenn. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  July  31,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  has-  been  received.  This  department 
was  not  until  yesterday  apprized  of  the  order  to  remove  the  bands  of  Kicka- 
poos  and  Pottawatamies  about  which  you  write,  and,  therefore,  not  in  time 
to  make  any  arrangements  for  their  subsistence  west  of  the  Mississippi  for 
the  year  during  which  they  are  entitled  to  provisions. 

The  Indians  alluded  to  will  be  subsisted  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Ohio 
tribes;  and  the  mode  of  procedure  with  regard  to  the  accounts  Will  be  in  all 
respects  the  same. 

You  can  of  course  draw  for  the  amount  of  the  quarterly  expenditures,  for- 
warding timely  advice  of  the  same,  together  with  the  evidences  of  supply. 
What  you  have  already  done  towards  furnishing  provisions  is  approved. 
■But  the  rations  already  issued  must  make  a part  of  the  yearns  supply.  There 
can  be  no  objection  to  the  retaining  a part  of  the  ration  for  the  future  bene- 
fit of  the  Indians,  particularly  as  they  are  induced  to  wish  it  from  motives 
of  economy. 

A most  important  thing  is  thefpossession,  by  this  department,  of  complete- 
muster-rolls.  Be  pleased  to  have  such  forwarded  without  delay,  and  to  give 
instructions  that  the  quarterly  variations  in  numbers  be  regularly  noticed  on 
the  face  of  the  accounts,  or  otherwise. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  William  Alley  to  issue  to  the  Kiekapoos,  and 
the  Pottawatamies  with  them  on  the  lands  assigned  them  by  the  treaty/^ 
is  approved.  You  have  not  stated  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  his 
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services:  please  to  do  so;  and  inform  this  department  also  when  Mr.  Robert 
Johnston,  whose  appointment  was  mentioned  in  yours  of  the  5th,  succeeded 
Major  Cummins  in  issuing  to  the  Shawnees  and  Ottaways.  You  do  not 
specify  the  compensation  proposed  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Alley,  but  it  is  pre- 
sumed the  amount  will  be  the  same  as  to  Mr.  Johnston,  viz.  forty  dollars 
per  month. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G,  8. 

To  General  William  Clark, 

Superintendent  Indian  JlffairSy  St.  Louis^  Mo. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Mg.  2,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  account  of  Jno.  Brownlee  for  wagon  hire, 
contracted  in  October,  1831.  Mr.  B.  was  paid  through  his  agent,  John 
Camis,  a part  by  Mr.  McGee,  and  the  balance  by  Colonel  Gaines.  The  re- 
ceipt for  the  balance,  which  is  appended  in  this  copy  precisely  as  in  the 
original,  to  the  bill  by  a wafer,  is  written  in  your  hand.  This  leads  to  the 
supposition  that  you  may  recollect  the  transaction;  and  as  the  voucher  in  its 
present  shape,  without  some  evidence  that  Camis  was  Brownlee’s  agent, 
will  not  pass  the  auditor,  I have  to  request,  if,  upon  summoning  to  your 
recollection  the  incidents  of  the  time,  you  are  satisfied  of  the  fact,  that  you 
will  so  state  in  a certificate.  This  voucher  is  now  the  only  impediment  to 
the  closing  of  Colonel  Gaines’s  accounts  for  the  4th  quarter  of  1831,  which 
have  been  thus  long  kept  open  by  various  irregularities  of  a somewhat  si- 
milar description. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Wm.  S.  Colquhoun,  Esq., 

Dumfries,  Va. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Hug.  6,  1833^ 

Sir:  On  the  26th  April  ultimo,  a letter  was  addressed  to  you  from  this 
office,  and  sundry  papers  enclosed  therein  in  relation  to  your  accounts. 
Will  you  be  pleased  to  give  them  your  attention  soon?  I am  very  desirous 
to  be  able  to  close  your  accounts,  which  a compliance  with  my  request 
would  facilitate  in  some  degree.  I am  informed  by  Mr.  Th.  McGee,  that 
he  handed  to  you  John  B.  Jones’s  power  of  attorney  to  Charles  H.  Abert 
to  receive  the  amount  of  wagon  hire  due  him.  This  power  was  not  found 
among  the  papers  left  here  by  you  in  January  last;  but,  as  you  may  still  have 
it  in  possession,  you  will  please,  if  so,  to  forward  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON>  C.  G.  S. 

To  George  S.  Gaines,  Esq., 

Mobile,  Hla. 
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Emigration  of  Indians,  , 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Jlug,  6, 1833; 


Sir:  I transmit  you  my  account  for  the  2d  quarter  of  the  current  year  for 
disbursements  in  the  Indian  service. 

Respectfull3%  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G,  S. 


To  William  B.  Lewis,  Esq., 

Second  Jiuditor^  Treasury  Department, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  ^ug.  7,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  Ist  July,  with  abstract  vouchers,  &c.,  of  expenditures.,, 
has  been  received.  They  shall  be  settled  in  due  time. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  A.  C.  Pepper,  Esq., 

Swp&rintendent  Pottaioatamie  removal^  Rising  Sun,  Ind, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Aug,  8, 1833. 

Sir:  A disbursing  officer  is  now  wanted  in  the  Cherokee  removal.  I 
have  the  honor  to  request  that  an  order  may  be  issued,  detailing  Lieutenant 
J.  W.  Harris,  3d  artillery,  for  that  duty,  with  directions  to  report  to  me. 
Lieutenant  Harris  is  now  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence  at  Ports-, 
mouth,  New  Hampshire,  but  is  desirous  of  relinquishing  that  appointment 
for  that  of  disbursing  agent. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S,, 

To  General  A.  Macomb, 

CommaTukr An- Chief  U,  S. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sug,  8,  1833;, 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  the  letter  from  this  office  of  the  22d  July,  I have  sub^ 
mltted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  subject  of  an  allowance  to  Major  Cum- 
mins for  his  services  in  superintending  the  issue  of  provisions  to  the  Otta- 
ways  and  Shawnees.  He  has  decided  that  the  proviso  to  an  act  approved' 
May  31st,  1832,  will  preclude  the  making  a compensation  for  Major  Cum- 
mins’s services,  but  that  he  will  approve  of  whatever  reasonable  allowance' 
you  may  think  proper  to  make  for  his  expenses  whilst  performing  the  extra- 
duty. 

, Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEQ.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  General  Wm.  Clark, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affiairs,.  St,  Lmiis,  Missouri, 
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Emigbation  of  Indians, 

Ojfice  Cdmmissary  General  Subsistence,  viugust  10,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  7th  instant  is  received.  The  certificate  you  have  sent 
(me  is  not  sufficiently  full.  You  certify  only  to  that  part  of  the  transaction 
which  relates  to  Colonel  Gaines.  It  is  desirable  that  you  certify  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  whole  account;  or,  at  least,  that  you  know  or  believe  Camis 
to  have  been  the  duly  authorized  agent  of  Brownlee.  This  would  enable 
me  to  have  the  payment  made  by  Mr.  McGee  passed  also.  As  you  think 
that  a sight  of  the  original  account  would  enable  you  to  recollect  the  transac- 
tion more  distincly,  I forward  it  to  you. 

You  will  find  enclosed  the  account  of  S.  D.  Fisher  for  services  as  inter- 
preter, forwarded  to  this  office  by  you  some  time  ago.  This  account  should 
be  certified  to  by  you.  Please  to  return  both  papers  as  soon  as  may  be  con- 
venient 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Williams.  CoLQUHOuN,  Esq., 

Dumfries,  Virginia, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  13,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  an  order  detailing  you  for  duty  in  the  removal  and  sub- 
sistence of  Indians,  and  directing  you  to  report  to  me.  You  will  therefore 
proceed  to  this  city,  without  delay,  to  receive  instructions  for  the  perform- 
ance of  your  duties  in  the  Cherokee  nation. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a,  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Harris, 

t/J.  C.  S. , Portsmouth,  N.  H, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jiugust  12,  1833. 

Sir:  J.  W.  Williams’s  accounts  for  services,  &c.,  in  the  Ecor  de  Fabre 
expedition,  have  been  investigated,  and  are  now  returned  to  you.  That 
1 marked  No.  1,  for  services  under  appointments  from  Mr.  Summerville,  will 
I be  paid  by  you.  Nos.  2 and  3 are  rejected. 

' You  will  also  find  herewitli  S.  D*  Fisher’s  account  for  services  as  inter- 
preter. It  was  forwarded  to  this  office  some  time  ago  by  Mr.  Colquhoun. 
The  agents’  accounts  have  been  examined,  and  no  payment  appears  to  have 
been  made  for  the  services  charged.  You  will  pay  the  amount,  provided 
Captain  Cross,  or  any  other  respectable  individual,  will  certify  the  services. 

In  the  examination  of  your  accounts,  the  word  inclusive,  as  applied  to 
time,  is,  in  some  instances,  used  to  express  both  the  date  of  commencement 
! and  of  termination,  whilst,  in  other  cases,  it  embraces  but  one.  See,  for  ex- 
: ample,  Twitty  Pace’s  voucher,  No.  32,  and  William  Black’s,  35,  abstract 

I of  transportation  1st  quarter  1833.  There  ought  to  be  uniformity  in  the 

i meaning  of  the  word.  It  would  be  proper  to  say,  first  or  last  day,  or  both 
, days  inclusive. 

i 
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la  your  abstract  of  transportation  1st  quarter  1833,  there  are  several 
charges  which  ought  to  have  been  placed  among  contingencies:  see,  for  in- 
stance, vouchers  36,  37,  38,  54,  81,  82.  It  would  appear  that  the  reason 
of  these  payments  being  put  in  the  transportation  abstract  is  to  be  found  in 
the  fact  of  their  being  for  personal  transportation  of  agents.  You  will  see, 
however,  in  a moment’s  examination  of  my  circular  of  July  2,  1832,  that 
this  is  a charge  of  a contingent  character. 

The  rule  is,  to  charge  every  expenditure  appertaining  solely  to  subsis- 
tence of  Indians  in  the  abstract  of  disbursements  for  subsistence,  and  every 
thing  that  belongs  to  transportation  of  Indians  to  the  transportation  ab- 
stract; but  all  charges  that  do  not  strictly  belong  to  either  of  the  above  heads 
of  disbursements  must  be  put  into  the  contingent  abstract.  Now,  as  an  ex- 
ample, the  pay  of  agents  is  absolutely  an  essential  to  both  operations  of  sub*- 
sisting  and  transporting  the  Indians,  yet  it  belongs  exclusively  to  neither. 

So  with  their  personal  transportation.  Sometimes  subsistence  may  be  put 
under  the  head  of  transportation,  as  in  the  case  of  provisions  to  teamsters; 
at  others,  under  the  head  of  contingencies,  as  where  provisions  are  furnished 
to  the  agents.  The  classification  of  objects  to  be  placed  under  the  three  i 
great  heads  of  disbursements  should  be  carefully  attended  to;  otherwise,, 
arinong  so  many  voluminous  accounts,  it  will  be  difficult  to  discover  any  par-  • 
ticular  charge,  or  to  ascertain  the  relative  cost  of  each  branch  of  expenditure.  j 
The  accounts  of  contractors  for  rations,  it  is  observed,  are  carried  no  far- 
ther than  your  abstracts  of  purchases.  The  rations  are  paid  for  on  bills 
which  are  accompanied  by  the  original  returns;  and  there  is,  thus,  nothing 
to  be  discovered  in  the  provision  accounts  indicative  of  the  extent  of  the 
supplies  for  the  period.  See  your  accounts,  particularly  for  1st  and  2d  quar-  | 

ters  of  1833.  Hereafter,  you  will  enter  all  purchases  from  contractors  upon  i 

your  provision  or  forage  return,  as  in  other  cases.  They  can  be  put  on  the  | 

top  of  the  return  as  so  much  received,  and  on  the  bottom  as  so  much  issued. 
They  need  not  be  abstracted,  but  a reference  on  the  margin  of  the  return 
can  be  made  to  the  voucher  in  the  money  accounts  which  contain  the  evi-'  ,, 
dence  of  delivery.  [ 

Respectfully,  &e., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S,  j 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  | 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent,  <^c.,  Litih  Rock,  A,  T,  | 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jiugust  13,  1833. 

^ Sir:  You  will  find  enclosed  my  check,  payable  to  your  order,  for  one  " 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  (1,720)  dollars,  in  lieu  of  which  you  ; 
will  please  transmit  to  General  James  Gadsden  at  Lipona,  Florida,  a draft  or 
check  on  the  Branch  of  the  United  States’  Bank  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  ^9. 

To  Richard  Smith,  Esq., 

Ctcskder  Branch  Bank  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C. 


t 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

^ Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  13,  1833. 

Sir:  The  War  Department  has  transferred  to  me  for  payment  your  ac- 
count for  services  as  commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Florida  Indians,’^ 
amounting  to  ^1,720.  I have  accordingly  requested  Richard  Smith,  esq., 
cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  this  city,  to  forward  to 
you  a check  or  draft  for  that  sum  on  the  United  States’  Branch  Bank  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina;  that  being  the  point  indicated  at  which  it  is 
supposed  you  would  desire  to  have  your  funds. 

Be  pleased,  as  soon  as  you  receive  the  draft,  to  receipt  to  me  for  its 
amount.  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  General  James  Gadsden, 

Lipona,  Florida, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  14, 1833. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  the  intimation  in  the  letter  from  this  office  of  the  14th 
June,  and  to  the  suggestion  contained  in  yours  of  the  17th  May,  I have  di- 
rected a deposite  to  supply  your  demands  for  the  third  quarter  to  be  made 
to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  of  the  United  States’  Bank  at  St.  Louis,  instead 
of  New  Orleans.  The  amount  to  be  deposited  is  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

This  sum  is  less  than  the  estimate;  but  the  reception  of  your  second 
quarter’s  accounts  has  enabled  me  to  calculate  with  somewhat  more  certainty 
than  you  could  do  at  the  early  period  of  forwarding  it.  You  will  doubt- 
less find  the^ amount  ample,  and,  if  you  do  not,  your  resources  are  sufficient 
in  the  unexpended  balances  of  other  funds. 

a short  time  a deposite  of  funds  for  the  ensuing  fall’s  emigration  will 
be  made  to  your  credit  in  New  Orleans,  of  which  you  will  be  duly  advised. 
Instructions  will  also  be  forwarded  to  you. 

I have  received  your  several  letters  of  the  20th,  23d,  and  28th  June,  and 
2d,  3d,  12th,  18th,  and  20th  July.  It  is  feared  by  you  that  the  disastrous 
floods  in  Arkansas  will  have  the  effect  to  keep  corn  at  a price  greatly  exceed- 
ing what  has  generally  been  hitherto  paid  for  it.  The  effect  will  undoubt- 
edly be  felt  in  your  new  contracts  for  rations.  To  what  extent  I cannot 
anticipate,  but  desire  to  know  as  soon  as  possible.  You  will  ascertain,  as 
satisfactorily  as  you  can,  the  extent  of  the  damage  to  the  growing  crop,  and 
to  that  on  hand  of  the  previous  year;  and  whether  the  Territory  and  its 
neighborhood  possess  sufficient  corn  for  the  supply  of  the  three  or  four 
thousand  Indians  who  are  about  to  remove. 

You  will  also  report  upon  the  practicability  of  getting  elsewhere  supplies 
for  them  during  next  year. 

I approve  of  your  prompt  action  upon  my  instructions  of  the  14th  June. 
The  best  practicable  scheme  for  disposing  of  the  wagons  and  teams  has,  I 
think,  been  adopted. 

Respectfully,  &c.,. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent,  Little  Rock, 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  *dugust  14,  183S. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  27lh  June  and  11th  July  were  duly  received. 
The  appointment  of  a disbursing  agent  mentioned  in  yours  of  the  11th  July, 
could  not  be  attended  to  before  now  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  both 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  myself.  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Harris  has  been  se- 
lected, and  will  reach  you  shortly.  It  is  believed  that  officer  will  most 
cheerfully  perform  the  duties  devolving  upon  him,  and  co-operate  with  you 
in  a manner  perfectly  satisfactory.  His  responsibilities  shall  be  as  well  de- 
fined as,  under  the  regulations,  they  can  be. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  B.  F.  Curry,  Esq. , 

Superintendent  Cherekee  removal,  Calhoun,  Term. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  15,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  31st  July  is  received.  Timely  arrangements  respecting 
deposite  of  funds,  &c.  will  be  made,  of  which  the  agents  will  be  apprized. 
You  say  that  the  Second  Auditor  informs  you  that  you  are  charged  with 
^10,000  on  account  of  Indian  disbursements.  At  the  time  of  writing  thus 
to  you,  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Second  Auditor  knew  that  your  accounts  were 
rendered  and  settled,  as  far  as  this  office  could  settle  them;  and  that  they 
could  not  be  settled  in  the  Second  Auditor’s  office  because  the  old  accounts, 
which  had  a preference  in  course,  had  not  yet  been  taken  up  there.  The 
information  given  you  was  certainly  iinnecessary  under  the  circumstances, 
I think  it  proper  to  say  thus  much,  in  order  to  allay  any  uneasiness  you  may 
feel  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  your  accounts;  these  matters  being  al- 
ways promptly  attended  to  in  my  office. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Phillips, 

Disbursing  Agent,  Choctaws,  Jfashville,  Tenn, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Aug.  15,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  5th  instant  is  received.  The  statements  of  the  assis- 
tant agents,  as  referred  to  you,  make  the  number  of  Choctaws  remaining  in 
the  several  districts  of  the  old  nation  about  seven  thousand  two  hundred,  of 
which  but  two  thousand  one  hundred  will  probably  remove.  These  peo- 
ple must  be  told  that,  if  they  do  not  go  over  this  year,  they  can  receive  no 
assistance  from  the  Government  to  remove  hereafter;  and  that,  if  they  re- 
move at  all  after  this  year,  it  must  be  at  their  own  expense. 

That,  as  soon  as  the  time  expires  during  which  they  are  allowed  to  make 
up  their  minds  upon  the  subject,  they  will  no  longer  receive,  of  necessity,  the 
protection  of  the  Government,  but  must  be  content  to  be  amenable  to  the 
laws  of  the  States,  which  cannot  fail  to  act  very  oppressively  when  rigorously 
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^enforced  against  them.  They  should  be  made  to  feel  the  disagreeable  situa- 
tion in  which  they  will  be  left,  away  from  the  great  body  of  their  nation, 
scattered  throughout  an  extensive  country,  surrounded  by  the  whites,  a 
prey  to  all  the  lawless  rapacity  which  signalizes  the  first  settlement  of  In- 
dian lands.  They  should  also  have  laid  before  them  a proper  picture  of  the 
prosperity  of  their  brethren  who  have  already  emigrated,  possessed  of  a 
delightful  climate,  a fruitful  soil,  yielding  in  abundance  all  the  necessaries 
of  life,  with  plenty  of  game,  and  good  rifles  and  ammunition  to  secure  it. 
And,  that  no  incentive  may  be  wanted,  those  of  industrious  habits  may  be 
told  of  the  bounty  of  the  Government  towards  the  emigrants,  in  giving  them 
ploughs,  hoes  and  axes,  looms,  wheels  and  cards,  iron  and  steel,  and  smiths  to 
work  them,  &c.  The  chiefs,  too,  should  know,  and  have  it  impressed  on 
them,  that  each  one  of  them  is  to  have  a house,  and,  all  the  religiously  dis- 
posed, that  each  district  will  have  a church.  But  that  all  these  advantages, 
and  many’^  others,  depend  upon  an  immediate  removal. 

It  may,  besides,  be  said  that  the  people  who  have  already  gone  west  will 
be  a rapidly  increasing  population,  enjoying  an  independent  government, 
possessing  a territory  of  great  resources,  calculated  to  raise  far  greater  sup- 
plies than  they  themselves  demand,  and  for  which  a ready  market  can  al- 
ways be  found;  whilst  those  who  remain  behind  are  annually  in  danger  of 
starvation  from  the  scantiness  of  their  provision.  The  Creeks  who  emi- 
grated in  1827  may  be  cited  for  their  prosperity.  This  people  raised,  it  is 
said,  in  one  year,  a surplus  of  fifty  thousand  bushels  of  corn,  which  they 
sold  at  twenty-five  cents,  but  which  would  this  year,  without  the  trouble  of 
transportation,  be  worth  to  them  sixty  or  seventy-five  cents  per  bushel. 

Indeed  the  facts  need,  I believe,  only  to  be  impressively  laid  open  to 
them  to  create  a vast  influence  in  their  minds.  The  object  is  so  important, 
and  to  the  whites  not  half  as  much  so  as  to  the  Indians  themselves,  that 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  effect  it.  And  this  can  be  done,  doubtless, 
to  a great  degree,  by  the  adroit  use  of  the  facts  which  will  suggest  them- 
selves to  your  mind.  In  fact,  the  Indians  should  be  told  that,  although  it 
is  optional  with  them  to  remain,  still  there  is  a strong  obligation  on  them  to 
go  in  consequence  of  the  promises  to  remove  heretofore  held  out  to  the 
agents  of  the  Government.  In  order4o  have  a free  and  advantageous  com- 
munication with  the  Indians,  I would  suggest  the  holding  of  councils  with 
them. 

Forty  thousand  dollars  will,  as  you  suggest,  be  deposited  in  Nashville  to 
the  credit  of  the  three  disbursing  officers,  viz.  To  Captain  Page,  i(^20,000; 
Lieutenant  Phillips,  ^10,000;  and  Lieutenant  Lane,  ^10,000. 

You  will  report  as  frequently  as  possible  the  prospects  of  the  removal, 
and  upon  every  other  subject  of  interest  in  relation  thereto.  I have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  payment,  by  any  of  the  disbursing  agents,  of  Mr.  Hite’s  ac- 
count for  ferrying  the  Indians  across  the  Mississippi  at  Memphis.  It  will 
first  be  scrutinized  very  closely  by  you.  If  the  services  of  Mr.  Campbell 
should  be  required,  you  are  authorized  to  call  him  into  service;  and  you 
will  immediately  advise  me  of  the  date  of  his  commencing  to  act. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S 

To  Wm.  Armstrong,  Esquire, 

Superintendent  Choctmv  removal^  Nashville^  Tenn, 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsist ence,  Aug.  16, 1833* 

Sir:  Twenty  thousand  dollars  to  be  applied  to  the  ensuing  Choctaw  emf- 
gration  will  be  deposited  to  your  credit  in  the  Branch  of  the  United  States’’ 
Bank  at  Nashville.  Blank  forms,  with  instructions,  will  be  forwarded  to 
you  at  Columbus,  Mississippi.  If  you  want  tliem  sent  elsewhere,  you  will 
request  the  postmaster  at  that  place  to  forward  them  to  you. 

You  will  keep  me  constantly  informed  of  every  thing  of  interest  connected 
with  the  emigration. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S. 

To  Captain  John  Page, 

Disbursing  Jigent  Choctaw  renwval,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  16,  1833. 

Sir:  A deposite  of  ten  thousand  dollars  will  be  made  to  your  credit  in 
the  Branch  of  the  United  States’  Bank  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  This  mo- 
ney will  be  applied  to  the  ensuing  Choctaw  removal.  Blank  forms  and 
instructions  will  be  forwarded  to  you  at  Columbus,  Mississippi.  Should 
you  desire  them  elsewhere,  you  can  make  arrangements  with  the  postmaster 
to  send  them  to  you.  You  will  keep  me  constantly  informed  of  the  pro- 
gress of  emigration,  and  of  every  thing  else  connected  with  it. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removal,  Nashville,  Tenn, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  16,  1833. 
Sir:  A deposite  of  ten  thousand  dollars  will  be  made  to  your  credit  in  the 
Branch  Bank  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  This  money  will  be  applied  to  the 
Choctaw  removal.  Blank  forms  and  instructions  will  be  sent  you  at  Louis- 
ville. You  will  take  care  to  leave  directions  at  that  place  for  your  papers 
to  be  forwarded  in  case  you  shall  leave  it  for  the  Choctaw  nation  before  they 
reach  you. 

You  will  keep  me  constantly  informed  of  the  progress  of  the  emigration, 
and  of  every  thing  else  connected  with  it. 

Respectfully,  &c  , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Phillips, 

Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removal,  Nashville,  Ten, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  15,  1833, 
Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  first  and  third  instant  from  Danville,  Illinois,  are 
just  received.  I regret  that  there  should  exist  any  difference  of  opinion  be- 
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tween  Lieutenant  Montgomery  and  yourself  in  regard  to  the  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  each.  You  ask  for  a decision  from  me  on  the  subject  of  this  mat- 
ter of  difference,  which  you  say  is,  by  mutual  agreement,  submitted’^  to 
the  department.  But  you  remark  that  the  utmost  harmony  prevails  among 
the  officers,'^  and  that,  as  to  Lieutenant  Montgomery  and  yourself,  the 
most  friendly  feeling  exists  between  us  personally.  It' appears  that  you 
have  compromised  and  agreed  that  your  misunderstandings  on  the  score  of 
precedence  shall  not  interfere  with  the  interests  of  the  public  service.  This 
is  as  it  should  be.  It  is  gratifying  to  perceive  in  public  agents  so  commen- 
dable a spirit,  and  I most  sincerely  hope  that  the  result  will  be  favorable  to  the 
service  in  which  you  are  engaged.  I would,  however,  observe  that  to  decide 
the  disputed  point  now  would  do  no  good.  When  the  decision  would  reach 
you,  the  operations  it  was  inteoded^to  effect  would  have  ceased;  and  I cannot 
see,  therefore,  the  utility  of  making  it.  Before  the  commencement  of  the 
next  emigrating  expedition  of  the  Pottawatamies,  I will  give  such  instruc- 
tions to  all  engaged  in  it  as  may  prevent  any  difficulties  similar  to  those  of 
which  you  complain. 

In  consideration  of  the  good  effects  which  are  expected  to  grow  out  of  the 
returnuf  the  two  chiefs  named  by  you,  viz.,  Queah-queah-tah  and  Mich-i- 
*che-che-ca-ba,  they  are  permitted  to  do  so  with  you,  and  to  make  use  of  two 
<of  the  public  horses  for  that  purpose. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  0.  G,  S. 

To  Lewis  H.  Sands,  Esq., 

Jl-ssistant  Jigtnt  Poliawatamie  removal,  Fort  Leavenworth, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jiugust  11,  1833, 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Sea  well,  disbursing  agent  for  the  Cherokees  west,  writes 
to  me  thus:  ^‘From  Mr.  Curry^s  report  of  last  year,  Jesse  Scott  is  reported 
■as  having  enrolled  fifteen  persons,  and,  from  the  report  of  this  year,  Ambrose 
Harnage  is  reported  to  have  enrolled  twenty-six  persons.  Jesse  Scott  reports 
to  me  as  having  only  enrolled  twelve  persons,  and  Ambrose  Harnage  twen- 
ty-four persons.’^  I would  again  remind  you  of  the  muster-rolls,  not  one 
which  has  been  received  from  you.  I fear  they  have  miscarried. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

To  B.  F.  CuRREY,  Esquire,  GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  8. 

Superintendent  Cherokee  removal^  Calhoun,  Tenn. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsiste7ice,  %dugmt  17,  1833. 
Sir:  I have  received  your  two  letters  of  July  27,  No  muster-roll  ha^ 
yet  come  to  hand.  You  will  have  the  Indians  properly  mustered  on  arriv- 
ing at  their  place  of  destination,  and  forward  the  roll  to  this  office  without 
ueiay,  A copy  of  the  roil  will  be  left  with  General  Clark,  or  such  agent  as 
he  may  have  selected  to  issue  to  them  their  yearns  provisions. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

_ _ . GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  W.  R Montgomery, 

Disbursing  JIgent  Pottawatamie  removal.  Fort  Leavenworth, 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  17,  1S3S. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  12th  July  is  received,  together  with  your  accounts  for 
the  second  quarter  1833.  You  state  that,  in  consequence  of  a request  of 
General  Gratiot,  you  proceeded  to  Red  river  to  pay  a few  individuals  mo- 
neys due  them  on  account  of  improving  the  navigation  of  that  river,  and 

whose  accounts  could  not  be  settled  without  your  presence.’^  That,  being 
on  board  the  Lioness  steamboat  when  she  was  blown  up,  you  lost,  among 
other  money  two  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  and  seventy-eight  cents  of 
the  money  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians,^’  and  you  say 
you  are  not  willing  to  lose  this  amount,  unless  I am  of  opinion  that  the  loss 
should  be  your  own.  It  is  very  sure  that  you  are  charged  with  a certain 
gum  of  the  public  funds,  and  that  you  cannot  be  released  by  this  department, 
except  through  the  medium  of  your  expenditures.  No  power  short  of  Con- 
gress can  give  you  relief  on  the  score  of  your  having  sustained  a loss. 

You  will  not  hereafter  leave  the  neighborhood  of  the  tribe  unless  with  the 
sanction  of  the  department. 

Mr.  Currey  informs  me  that  Samuel  Ballard  and  John  Rogers,  two  white 
emigrants  at  the  head  of  Indian  families,  have  returned  to  the  old  nation. 

You  report  having  made  over-issues  to  several  persons  in  consequence  of 
Captain  Vashon’s  statements  not  agreeing  with  Mr.  Currey’s  muster-roll, 
which  latter  was  not  furnished  to  you  until  after  the  issues  were  made. 
The  cost  of  the  over-issues  must  be  stopped  by  Captain  Vashon  from  any 
moneys  to  which  those  persons  may  be  entitled.  Hereafter,  take  the  pre- 
caution to  make  no  issues  except  upon  Mr.  Currey’s  roll,  a copy  of  which 
Captain  Vashon  should  hand  over  to  you  as  soon  as  received.  He  will  b© 
requested  to  do  so. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S.  | 

To  Lieutenant  Washington  Seawell, 

Disbursing  Agent  Cherokees  West,  Fort  Gibson,  A,  T* 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  17,  1833. 

Sir:  T have  received  your  letters  of  the  19th  June  and  11th  July,  giving 
an  account  of  the  disastrous  floods  which  have  inundated  Arkansas. 
Your  statement  has  been  corroborated  by  Captain  Brown  and  Lieutenant  , 
Stephenson.  Captain  Brown  has  been  directed  to  suggest  the  source  from 
whence  corn  might  advantageously  be  procured,  if  it  cannot  be  got  in  Arkan- 
sas or  its  neighborhood.  He  has  contracted  for  provisions  for  the  remain-  i 
der  of  the  present  year.  Whatever  further  supplies  may  be  w'anted,  can,  i 
therefore,  be  procured  in  time  from  a distance. 

The  remaining  details  of  your  letters  are  interesting,  but  do  not  require 
my  action  at  present,  except  two,  viz.,  that  in  which  you  give  your  reasons 
for  the  purchase  of  a draught  horse,  and  another  respecting  the  removal  of  the 
public  warehouse.  The  purchase  is  approved,  on  account  of  the  motives  of 
economy  which  induced  you  to  make  it.  The  warehouse  may  be  removed 
should  you  deem  it  unsafe  to  suffer  it  to  remain  where  it  now  is. 
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You  will  forward,  as  speedily  as  practicable,  the  separate  abstract^’  of 
expenditures  not  accruing  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removal^  Fort  Smith, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  17,  1833. 

Sir:  I am  informed,  by  Lieutenant  Seawell,  that  he  has  over-issued  to- 
five  heads  of  families  the  year’s  rations  for  six  persons.  The  cost  of  said 
over-issues  will  be  furnished  to  you  by  that  gentleman;  and  you  will  please 
deduct  from  any  payments  that  may  hereafter  be  made  to  the  persons  who 
have  thus  received  more  than  their  dues,  and  turn  over  the  same  to  the  dis^ 
bursing  agent,  whose  receipt  will  forward  to  this  office.  You  will  please,, 
in  future,  to  furnish  the  disbursing  agent  with  a copy  of  the  muster-roll  as 
soon  as  it  is  received.  Respectfully,  &c,, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S, 

To  Capt.  George  Vashon, 

Cherokee  Agent  West,  Fort  Gibson^  A.  T, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  19,  1S33. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  5th  and  26th  of  July  are  at  hand.  In  the  former 
you  allude  to  the  general  order.  No.  48,  by  which  it  is  directed  that  ‘^offi- 
cers of  the  army  shall  not  remain  on  detached  service  for  a longer  period 
than  two  years,”  &c.  I have  the  satisfaction  to  say  that  I have  conferred 
on  the  subject  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  his  decision  is,  that  you  are 
not  affected  by  that  order,  and,  of  course,  may  continue  to  perform  your 
present  duties  undisturbed  thereby. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Capt  J.  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal.  Little  Rock, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  19,  1833. 
Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  15th  July,  with  account  for  disburse- 
ments in  supplying  cattle  to  the  Choctaws,  in  lieu  of  those  received  from 
them  under  appraisement  prior  to  the  emigration  of  1831.  You  have  ef- 
fected the  purposes  of  the  department  in  a very  satisfactory  manner.  The 
balance  of  the  funds  will  be  held  applicable  to  future  payments  of  similar 
character,  for  which,  hereafter,  an  additional  amount  will  be  remitted  to 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removal,  Fort  Towson. 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Jlug.  19,  1833. 
Smn  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a bill  paid  to  Samuel  Long,  during  the  last 
emigration  of  Choctaws,  by  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery.  Mr. 
Long  is,  no  doubt,  well  known  in  the  old  Choctaw  nation.  Be  pleased  to 
make  inquiries  after  him,  and,  if  possible,  obtain  his  signature  to  the  bill 
now  sent  to  you;  Lieutenant  Montgomery  having  failed  to  procure  a re- 
ceipt from  Mr.  Long  for  the  amount. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removal,  JVashville,  Tenn, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  19,  1833. 

Sir:  On  a re-examination  of  your  accounts,  it  is  discovered  that  voucher 
four  of  abstract  of  disbursments  for  transportation,  4th  quarter  1832,  is  not 
signed  by  Samuel  Long,  to  whom  you  paid  the  amount,  to  wit,  two  hundred 
and  eighty-five  dollars  and  sixteen  cents.  You  have,  perhaps,  the  duplicate 
signed:  if  not,  you  will  procure  from  Mr.  Long  his  signature  to  the  bill  en- 
closed, which  is  a copy  of  that  on  file.  Your  accounts  cannot  be  audited, 
finally,  until  the  above  is  complied  with. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  0.  G.  8. 

To  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery, 

Disbursing  Agent  Pottawatamie  removal^  Fort  Leavenworth. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  20, 1833.- 

Sir:  Colonel  Wharton  Rector  will  pay  you  $4  40,  for  which  receipt  to 
him  on  account  of  removal  of  Indians.  That  gentleman  has  been  required 
to  show  what  has  become  of  500  lbs.  of  hard  bread,  which  he  got  from  G.  S. 
Gaines,  esq.,  in  November,  1831,  and  which  he  notes  on  his  receipt  Byrd 
and  Belding  would  account  for.  In  the  same  receipt  were  four  barrels  of  flour. 
It  appears  that  these  were  deducted  from  a bill  of  theirs  in  second  quarter 
1832.  (See  voucher  5,  abstract  subsistence.)  So  that,  unless  Col.  Rector 
can  make  it  appear  that  Messrs.  B.  and  B.  got  the  bread  also,  or  that  it  was 
properly  disposed  of  in  some  other  way,  he  will  be  charged  with  it.  If 
Messrs.  B.  and  Belding  got  the  bread,  you  will  enter  it  on  your  provision 
return  as  received  from  W.  Rector,  and  credit  it  as  sold  to  B.  and  B.,  from 
whom  you  will,  on  settlement,  deduct  the  sum  it  may  be  valued  at. 

It  will  be  proper  here  to  mention,  that,  whenever  you  pay  a contractor  or 
other  person  for  provisions,  a part  of  which  is  delivered  to  any  other  agent, 
I wish  you  to  enter  the  whole  on  your  return  as  received  from  the  contractor, 
and  charge  the  officer  on  the  return  with  the  quantity  he  received  from  th® 
contractor,  explaining  the  transaction  on  the  margin. 
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A package  for  Col.  Rector  will  be  mailed  with  this.  If  he  is  not  in  Little 
Rock,  you  will  keep  it  for  him  until  his  return,  and  then  effect  the  object 
for  which  this  letter  is  written.  It  would  not,  however,  be  amiss  to  in- 
quire of  Byrd  and  Belding  about  the  bread. 

There  are  two  oxen  and  one  horse  credited,  on  Lieutenant  Stephenson’s 
property  return  for  third  quarter  1832,  to  W.  Rector.  These  do  not  ap- 
pear to  be  required  to  balance  the  property  return  of  the  latter;  and  as  there 
is  a charge  of  the  kind  to  Lieut  S.  in  your  return  for  fourth  quarter  1832, 
it  would  seem  probable  that  Lieutenant  Stephenson  has  made  an  erroneous 
credit. 

Respectfully,  &c,, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Dishursing  Agent,  <^c.,  Lillie  Eoch,  A,  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissm'y  General  Subsistence,  August  20,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  accounts  could  not  heretofore  be  closed  in  this  office,  because 
of  certain  irregularities  which  shall  now  be  stated.  Robert  M.  Jones  re- 
ceipted to  you  in  November,  1831,  for  $100,  which  he  certifies  he  expend- 
ed, and  signs  as  “late  acting  special  agent.'’  You  were  written  to  respect- 
ing this  charge  in  June,  1832,  but  no  reply  has  been  received  from  you. 
Before  you  can  be  credited  with  this  advance  to  Mr.  Jones,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary for  you  to  make  a particular  statement  of  the  case,  accompanied  by 
some  such  evidence  of  the  application  of  the  funds  as  the  rule  requires  to  be 
furnished.  Mr.  Jones’s  bare  statement  that  he  expended  the  money  will 
not  do.  He  ought  to  furnish  bills  for  what  he  bought  with  it. 

Sept.  20,  1831.  Error  in  Montgomery  and  Miller’s  bill,  158  lbs.  coffee  at 
15  cents,  is  calculated  $28  49:  should  be  $24  49 — 
over  payment  - - - - ^4  00 

Jan.  10,  1832.  Error  in  Hewes  Scull’s  bill,  715  bushels  corn  at 
75  cts.,  calculated  $536  62^:  should  be  i^536  25 
— over  payment  - - _ . 37| 

Short  amount  brought  on  account  second  quarter 
1832,  due  the  United  States  - - - 


S4  40 


This  amount  of  ^4  40,  you  will  turn  over  to  Captain  Brown;  which,  ex- 
cepting the  suspension  of  Jones’s  advance,  will  balance  your  money  ac- 
counts. In  some  of  Colonel  Gaines’s  papers,  recently  left  by  him  at  this 
office  with  a view  to  the  clou’ng  of  his  accounts,  is  found  a receipt  from  you 
to  him,  dated  27th  November,  1831,  for  the  following,  viz.  500  lbs.  of  hard 
bread;  2 bis.  ditto;  4 bis.  flour;  which  articles,  you  note  upon  the  receipt, 
Byrd  and  Belding  will  account  for. 

It  is  discovered,  on  examination,  that  B.  and  B.  have  accounted  with 
Captain  Brown  for  four  barrels  of  flour;  for  which  I refer  you  to  Captain 
Brown’s  accounts  second  quarter  1832,  abstract  of  purchases  of  subsistence, 
38  . ' 
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voucher  No.  5.  Unless  you  can  make  Byrd  and  Belding  responsible,  or 
show  that  it  was  issued,  the  cost  of  the  bread  will  be  charged  to  you.  If 
those  gentlemen  did  receive  it,  they  can  settle  for  it  with  Captain  Brown, 
who  will,  in  that  case,  bring  it  on  his  return  as  received  from  you,  and  sold 
by  him  to  B.  and  B. 

There  is  a large  over  allowance  made  by  you  to  Alfred  Wade  in  fourth 
quarter  1831.  He  had  50  Choctaws  for  ten  days.  The  quantity  of  sub- 
sistence he  got  was  as  follows:  662  lbs.  of  bacon,  and  500  lbs.  hard  bread. 
The  quantity  to  which  his  party  was  entitled  is  375  lbs.  of  bacon,  and  500 
lbs.  bread.  You  will  please  to  explain  this.  ^ 

Enclosed  is  a property  account,  made  up  from  your  abstracts  of  disburse- 
ments. You  will  find  a number  of  articles  unaccounted  for.  Unless  you 
show  how  they  were  disposed  of,  you  will  be  charged  with  them.  Please 
to  supply  the  deficiencies,  and  sign  the  document,  and  return  it  to  me. 

I shall  expect  from  you  an  early  attention  to  this  communication.  The 
period  has  now  arrived  when  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  close  those 
accounts  of  the  first  emigration  which  remain  open.  I would  prefer,  how- 
ever, to  have  all  discrepancies  reconciled,  and  suspensions  cleared  up,  prior 
to  settlement,  as,  without  doing  this,  the  agents  will  be  charged  with  the 
amount  of  such  irregularities. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Wharton  Rector,  Esquire, 

jJssisiant  Jigent  Choct.  removal,  Little  Rock,  Ji.  T. 

N.  B.  The  requirements  of  this  office  with  respect  to  accounts  are 
only  such  as  the  Treasury  demands.  G,  S. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Suhsistence,  August  21,  1833. 

Sir:  In  order  to  balance  your  cash  accounts,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you 
to  pay  825  cents  to  Captain  Brown,  for  which  he  will  receipt  to  you. 

On  your  provision  return  ending  31st  March,  1832,  there  is  an  entry  of 
25  “beeves,  estimated  at  11,375  pounds,  or  bulked  at  5,687  pounds,’’  re- 
ceived from  David  Rorer,  The  remarks  herewith  enclosed  are  made  in  the 
margin  of  the  return  respecting  the  beef.  As  there  is  no  entry  upon  your 
cash  accounts  of  payment  for  this  beef,  nor,  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  ex- 
amine, in  those  of  any  other  agent,  you  will  state  to  me  the  circumstances 
under  which  you  procured  it.  There  are  also,  on  the  same  return,  635 
bushels  and  4 gallons  of  corn  received  from  Elijah  Butler.  Who  paid  for 
this  corn?  You  will  please  to  reply  to  this  communication  with  as  much 
promptitude  as  possible. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  John  T.  Fueton,  Esquire, 

Assistant  Agent  Choctaw  removal.  Little  Rock,  A,  T, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  21,  1833. 
Sir:  John  T.  Fulton,  esquire,  assistant  agent,  will  pay  you  82i  cents, 
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for  which  you  will  receipt  to  him,  and  account  for  the  same  to  this  depart- 
ment. Mr.  Fulton’s  provision  return  ending  31st  March,  1832,  is  certi- 
fied to  by  you  as  examined  with  the  original  documents.”  On  this  return 
are  noted,  as  received,  25  beeves  and  635  bushels  4 gallons  of  corn*,  the 
former  from  David  Rorer,  the  latter  Elijah  Butler.  I cannot,  at  least  in 
the  present  shape  of  the  entries,  discover  how  they  have  been  paid.  You 
will  look  into  the  accounts  of  Dr.  Fulton,  and  endeavor  satisfactorily  to  ac- 
count for  the  appearance  of  those  entries  there. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disb’g  tflgcnt  Indian  removal^  Little  Rocky  Ji,  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistencey  August  24,  1833. 
Sir:  William  C,  Easton,  whose  accounts  are  now  in  your  office  for  ad- 
justment, was  appointed  by  me  on  the  1st  January,  1832,  agent  for  the  pay- 
ment of  salaries  and  contingencies  in  this  office,  on  account  of  removal  and 
subsistence  of  Indians. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S, 

To  J.  B.  Thornton,  Esquire, 

Second  Comptroller  Treaty  Department,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  August  26,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  several  letters  of  the  12th  and  13th  instant. 
I had  previously  learnt  from  Colonel  Sands  that  there  had  been  a want  of 
agreement  between  the  disbursing  agent  and  himself,  and  was  happy  to  learn 
that  nothing  detrimental  to  the  public  service  would  grow  out  of  it.  The 
Secretary  of  War  consents  to  rescind  that  part  of  his  instructions  directing 
the  horses  to  be  sold,  and  he  permits  you  to  present  them  to  the  chiefs  on 
their  return  from  the  west,  as  heretofore  recommended  by  you. 

I have  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  letter  respecting  the  allow- 
ing a deputation  of  the  Pottawatamies  to  come  to  this  city.  This  he  is  en- 
tirely opposed  to,  and  you  will  inform  the  Indians  that  it  will  not  be  conve- 
nient to  allow  a deputation  to  come  here. 

The  treasurer  of  the  United  States  will, transmit  you  a draft  on  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Cincinnati  for  one  thousand  dollars. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  A.  C.  Pepper,  Esquire, 

Special  Agent  Pottawatamie  removal.  Rising  Sun,  Ind. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept.  9,  1833. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  hence  to  Calhoun,  Tennessee,  for  the  purpose  of 
feo-operating  with  Major  Benjamin  F.  Curry,  superintendent  Cherokee  re- 
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mova],  in  the  emigration  of  that  tribe  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Your  duties  I 
are  laid  down  in  the  regulations,  a copy  of  which,  with  forms  of  account,  | 
will  be  furnished  you.  A copy  of  a circular  explanatory  of  the  mode  of 
keeping  the  accounts  accompanies  thisj  but  it  will  not  probably  be  necessa- 
ry for  you  to  attend  to  all  the  forms  therein  considered,  as  the  Indians  will,  j , 
doubtless,  as  heretofore,  except  in  the  first  emigration,  prefer  a commuta- 
tion of  transportation  and  subsistence.  In  this  case,  the  only  forms  of  ac-  •! 
count  to  which  your  attention  will  be  drawm  are  the  account  current,  ab-  ij 
stract  disbursements  for  transportation,  and  abstract  disbursements  for  con-  h 
tingencies,  with  the  bills  of  purchases  and  payments.  Should  it  be  neces- 
sary to  procure  property  or  provisions,  the  circular  Will  be  your  guide  as  to  ' 
the  form  of  accountability. 

It  will  be  your  duty  to  meet  the  requisitions  of  the  superintendent 
for  every  thing  appertaining  to  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians.  If  i 
he  Wyants  transportation  or  subsistence,  you  will  immediately  procure  such  ^ 
as  he  demands;  if  to  pay  money,  you  will  make  the  required  payments, 
but  you  will  only  act  upon  written  authority,  which  wfill  be,  as  nearly  as 
practicable,  descriptive  of  the  service  to  be  performed  or  payment  to  be  i 

made.  Should  any  doubt  arise  as  to  your  power  to  act  in  any  case,  which  ; 

is  scarcely  probable,  you  will  act  or  not,  as  the  superintendent  may  deem 
expedient,  and  then  refer  the  point  to  me.  If  promptitude  be  important,  it  i 
were  better  to  yield  to  the  necessity  of  the  case  than  to  hazard  any  thing  by 
delay.  i 

I am  desirous  that  entire  harmony  should  exist  between  the  gentlemen  1 

upon  whom  the  duty  of  removal  devolves,  and  I doubt  not  that  you  wdll  , 

use  every  effort  to  promote  the  view's  of  the  Government,  characterized,  as 
they  are,  by  humanity,  and  having  for  their  aim  the  future  welfare  and  hap-  ; 
pi  ness  of  the  Indians.  j 

You  will  locate  yourself  at  such  place  as  the  superintendent  ma}'  deem  [ 
best  to  subserve  the  purposes  of  your  appointment.  | 

An  allowance  of  ten  cents  a mile,  for  transportation  from  Portsmouth  to  i 
Calhoun,  will  be  made  to  you.  Your  extra  pay  will  commence  from  the 
date  of  the  reception  of  5mur  order,  and  will  be  charged  at  $61  per  month. 

You  will  keep  me  copstantly  apprized  of  the  state  of  the  emigration,  and 
of  all  matters  of  interest  that  may  transpire  touching  your  duties.  A de- 
posite  to  your  credit  of  five  thousand  dollars  will  be  made  in  the  United 
States^  Branch  Bank  at  Nashville.  It  is  not  known  what  amount  of  money 
may  be  required,  but  the  above  sum  is  believed  to  be  sufficient  for  the  pre- 
sent. As  soon  as  you  can  ascertain  what  will  be  the  probable  expenditure 
of  the  4th  quarter,  you  will  forw'ard  an  estimate  of  the  same. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  S. 

To  Ivieulenant  J.  W.  Harris, 

Disb^g  t/igH  Cherokee  removal,  fCashington  Cifij,  D.  C\ 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Sept,  10,  1833. 

Sir;  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Harris,  disbursing  agent,  has  this  day  left  Wash- 
ington for  the  Cherokee  country  east.  A copy  of  his  instructions  is  here- 
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with.  You  will  perceive  that  there  is  no  room  for  misapprehension  on  his 
part.  The  nature  of  his  duties  is  as  clearly  pointed  out  as /possible,  without 
descending  into  minutiae  which  it  is  quite  impossible  to  anticipate. 

Lieutenant  Plarris  will  receive  by  mail  some  mustqr-rolls.  You  will 
please  to  attend  particularly  to  the  enrolling  of  the  India^hs,  aud  forward  the 
rolls  to  me  as  soon  as  completed. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  B.  F.  CuRREY,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Cherokee  removal  Calhoun^  Tenn, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Suhsisienccy  Sept.  17,  1S3S» 

Sir:  The  uncertainty  as  to  the  number  of  Choctaws  that  may  remove 
this  vseason  is  such,  that  no  definite  arrangements  can  be  made  west  of  the 
Mississippi  for  their  transportation. 

It  Was  understood  at  the  termination  of  the  last  ertiigMion,  from  Major 
F.  W.  Armstrong  and  Captain  Page,  and  I believe  the  other  gentlemen  con- 
curred, that  It  would  be  proper  to  engage  some  of  the  teams  employed  east 
of  the  Mississippi  to  pass  entirely  through.  This  wmuld  not,  I presume, 
be  requisite  to  any  extent,  as  the  proportion  \vho  will  go  by  land  will  not 
be  very  great;  at  least  it  will  be  wise  to  make  nO  such  arrangements  that 
will  be  likely  to  conflict  with  any  that  Captain  Brown  has  been  directed  to 
make.  That  ofiicer  has,  ere  this,  sold  all  the  public  teams,  about  forty  in 
number,  on  condition  that  they  should,  if  their  services  were  wanted,  be 
employed  in  the  transportation  of  the  Indians  who  may  go  over  this  fall. 
Those  teams  are  sufficient  for  two  thousand  Indians.  You  have,  doubtless, 
communicated  with  Captain  Brown,  and  I hope  have,  as  far  as  the  circum- 
stances in  which  you  are  placed  will  allow,  a mutual  understanding.  I have 
not  fixed  any  point  at  which  Captain  Brown’s  agency  in  the  transportation 
and  subsistence  will  commence;  but,  except  there  should  be  some  particu- 
lar arrangement  growing  out  of  circumstances,  he  will  be  prepared  for  the 
parties  Coming,  both  by  land  and  water,  at  Rock  Row.  The  United  States’ 
steamboat  Archimedes  will  be  at  Memphis  by  10th  October.  This,  it  has 
heretofore  been  understood,  would  be  in  time  for  yoti.  Should  you  be  ear- 
lier at  that  place,  and  with  a large  party,  you  can  push  a part  of  it  forward 
by  land,  if  the  condition  of  the  country  will  allow  it  to  be  done;  or,  if  a 
steamboat  can  be  readily  procured  at  Memphis,  it  may  be  hired  to  go  to 
Rock  Row. 

The  disbursing  agents  will,  in  pursuance  of  what  has  been  said  above, 
supply  the  parties  with  provisions  and  transportation  till  their  detachments 
reach  the  points  before  mentioned. 

You  will  be  particularly  careful  to  have  correct  muster-rolls  of  the  In- 
dians made  out  and  forwarded  to  this  department,  and  to  the  disbursing 
agents  west.  This  is  a thing  of  much  importance,  and  I earnestly  desire 
your  attention  to  it. 

Whatever  agreements  may  be  made  for  ferriage,  for  transportation,  or  pro- 
visions, will,  if  they  involve  a credit,  or  any  amount  over  fifty  dollars,  be 
reduced  to  writing,  of  which  the  originals  will  be  promptly  forwarded  to 
me. 
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Enclosed  is  an  extract  from  a letter  this  day  addressed  to  Captain  Brown. 
He  will,  on  your  arrival  at  Little  Rock,  or  sooner,  convey  to  you  and  the 
disbursing  oncers  all  the  information  that  may  be  necessary  to  the  further 
successful  prosecution  of  the  removal. 

Duplicate  sent  to  Choctaw  Agency  East. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  William  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Choctaw  removal^  Memphis^  Tennessee, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept.  16,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  the  account  of  George  S.  Gaines,  late  superintendent 
of  the  Choctaw  removal,  for  disbursements  in  the  4th  quarter  1831,  to- 
gether with  the  accounts  of  Joseph  B.  Earle,  Thomas  McGee,  Nathaniel 
Norwood,  Dugald  McAlpin,  and  Alexander  W.  Everitt,  all  of  which 
form  a part  of  the  account  of  Colonel  Gaines,  and  are  respectively  vouchers 
thereof.  In  consequence  of  numerous  informalities  and  inaccuracies  grow- 
ing, it  appears,  in  some  measure,  out  of  the  nature  of  the  duties  performed, 
and  somewhat  the  result  of  the  business  being  entirely  new,  these  papers 
have  been  withheld  by  me  from  final  settlement.  I trust,  however,  that 
they  are  now  presented  as  free  from  objections,  considering  the  instructions 
under  which  the  disbursements  for  which  they  account  were  made,  as  your 
official  rules  may  require  in  order  to  pass  them.  There  is  a balance  on  the 
account  now  sent,  against  Colonel  Gaines,  which  I doubt  not  will  be  more 
than  cancelled  by  his  account  for  the  first  quarter  of  1832,  a part  of  which 
is  now  in  this  office.  But  as  there  are  some  matters  requiring  that  gentle- 
man’s explanation,  and  many  defective  vouchers,  I think  it  scarcely  neces- 
sary to  delay  the  settlement  of  the  other  account  uniil  the  last  named  is  per- 
fected. I therefore  request  that  the  account  now  transmitted  may  be  settled 
in  your  office,  and  the  balance  due  on  it  by  Colonel  Gaines  reported. 

Respectfully,  &c.,  ? 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Wm.  B.  Lewis,  Esq., 

Second  tduditor^  Treasury  Department, 


Emigration  of  Indians,  jj 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept.  17,  1833.  ■ 

Sir:  I have  not  been  able  to  give  you  definite  instructions  for  preparations  | 
to  receive  the  Choctaw  emigrants  of  the  present  year.  There  has  been  much  i 
difficulty  attendant  on  the  collecting  and  enrolling  of  them,  and  I am  yet  i 
at  a loss  to  calculate  upon  the  number  who  will  remove.  I will  suppose  it, 
however,  to  be  about  three  thousand,  and,  in  the  absence  of  more  certain 
information,  you  may  act  accordingly.  The  greater  part  ©f  these  will,  I 
presume,  go  by  water  in  the  United  States’  steamboat  Archimedes  (with 
perhaps  the  assistance  of  another)  to  Rock  Row.  The  remainder  will  cross 
at  Memphis,  and  will  be  met  by  your  agents  at  the  same  point.  I wish  that 
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you  may  succeed  in  obviating  combinations  against  you  in  the  bids  for  con- 
tracts to  supply  this  year’s  emigration.  lam,  indeed,  under  the  impres- 
sion that  private  contracts  majr  be  made  advantageously.  If  you  can  make 
them  privately  to  advantage,  you  are  authorized  to  do  so. 

I was  informed  at  the  conclusion  of  the  last  emigration  that  the  contracts 
privately  made  were  the  most  favorable.  This  mode  prevents,  in  a great 
degree,  the  understanding  of  individuals  disposed  to  bid,  who  have  hereto- 
fore, it  seems,  in  more  than  one  instance,  combined  effectually,  to  the  no 
small  loss  of  the  Government.  I leave  to  your  own  discretion  the  arrange- 
ments as  to  the  points  of  issuing,  but  presume  the  places  of  the  last  year 
will  be  designated.  Whatever  is  done  let  it  be  well  understsod  by  the 
superintendent  and  agents  from  the  east  side. 

Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  addressed  this  day  to  William  Armstrong, 
esquire. 

After  the  issues  to  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees  are  completed,  which  will 
be  in  December,  Lieutenant  Van  Horne  will  proceed  to  the  new  Choctaw 
country,  to  the  performance  of  the  duty  there,  in  aid  of  Lieutenant  Rains. 

Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton,  now  engaged  in  an  attempt  to  move  a small 
tribe  from  Indiana,  will  most  probably  report  to  you  in  a short  time:  if  so, 
you  can  assign  him  to  duty  with  Lieutenant  Stephenson.  I do  not  think 
that  any  of  the  disbursing  agents  of  the  Choctaw  removal,  who  are  Captain 
Page,  and  Lieutenants  Phillips  and  Lane,  can  be  stationed  in  the  Choctaw 
country.  As  the  year’s  subsistence  will,  before  the  first  of  January  next, 
have  been  issued  to  the  great  mass  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  and  as  there  will  be 
but  about  three  thousand  to  subsist  in  1834,  a great  reduction  in  the  expen- 
ditures of  both  districts  may  take  place.  You  will  see  it  done,  as  far  as  the 
interests  of  the  service  will  permit. 

You  will  enforce  in  every  branch  of  the  service  a strict  economy  and 
the  closest  accountability.  I should  wish  that  the  wagoners  might  be  sup- 
plied with  rations  more  economically:  they  ought  to  take  the  common  ration 
of  bread  and  meat.  Do  not,  however,  pay  them  a commutation  in  money 
if  it  can  be  avoided,  because,  it  is  evident,  they  can  live  upon  the  Govern- 
ment supplies  if  they  choose. 

The  issues  of  provisions  and  forage  must  be  shown  upon  the  provision 
requisitions  or  returns  from  day  to  day,  the  number  of  Indians  and  horses, 
&c.,  being  regularly  accounted  for  in  that  way;  and  those  returns,  in  order 
I to  exhibit  the  whole  operation  satisfactorily,  should  be  regularly  made  out 
! upon  the  contractor  by  the  conducting  officer.  This  is  not  mere  matter  of 
I of  form:  it  is  the  greatest  guarantee  of  accuracy,  and  almost  the  only  test  of 
I of  it  in  this  office.  Please  to  see  that  these  returns  are  regularly  forwarded 
[ with  the  abstracts. 

In  order  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  the  anticipated  removal,  I have 
directed  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  be  deposited  to  your  credit  in  the  United 
! States’  Branch  Bank  at  New  Orleans.  This  amount  will,  in  all  probability, 
be  much  more  than  may  be  required:  the  surplus  can  go  to  account  of  your 
I 4th  quarter’s  estimate  for  subsistence. 

> You  will  write  to  me  upon  every  occasion  of  interest  connected  with 
your  very  important  duties. 


i 

To  Captain 


Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G. 

Jacob  Brown, 

Frincipal  Disbursing  %dgent,  Little  Rock^  A.  T, 


S. 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Sept,  IS,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  rec*eived  your  letters  of  the  23d  and  25th  ultimo.  The  amount 
of  proposed  compensation  for  the  services  of  Major  Cummins  in  attending 
lo  the  issuing  of  provisions  to  the  Shavvnees  and  Otto  ways,  viz.  thirty  dol- 
lars per  month,  is  approved,  and  you  are  authorized  to  pay  him,  and  include 
the  amount  in  the  next  quarterly  account  rendered. 

The  compensation  allowed  by  you  to  Mr.  Wm.  Alley  is,  for  the  reasons 
given  by  you,  approved. 

You  will  please  instruct  Mr.  Alley  to  furnish  you  with  a list  of  the  varia- 
tions in  the  numbers  of  the  tribes,  by  death  or  otherwise,  which  you  will 
forward  to  me. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  General  William  Clark, 

Sitperintendent  Indian  Jlffairs.,  St.  Louis,  Mo, 

i 

Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept.  18,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  a letter  from  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Byrne,  who  acted  as 
assistant  agent  in  the  removal  of  last  year,  claiming  a balance  of  ^67  as 
due  him  for  transportation  and  subsistence.  Lieutenant  Van  Horne,  with 
whom  Mr.  Byrne  served,  does  not  state  how  much  is  due  him,  but  certifies 
that  ‘‘there  is  due  him  an  allowance  equal  to  his  actual  transportation  and 
subsistence  from  Vicksburg  to  the  Washita  river,  on  the  first  trip;  and  his 
actual  subsistence  from  Little  Rock  to  Washington,  Arkansas  Territory,  on 
the  second  trip.’’ 

It  would  appear,  from  Lieutenant  Van  Horne’s  letter  to  Mr.  Byrne,  which  i 
the  latter'enclosed  to  me,  that  the  vouchers  for  the  actual  transportation,  &c., 
are  irregular.  Mr.  Byrne  is  very  desirous  of  being  paid,  and  I should  be 
glad  to  have  him  paid,  if  it  can  be  done  with  propriety  upon  the  evidences 
in  his  possession.  Be  pleased  to  direct  any  one  of  the  disbursing  officers 
present  to  examine  the  matter,  and,  if  Mr.  Byrne  is  not  able  to  show  satis-  ' 
factorily  the  expenditure  of  what  he  claims,  to  get  from  him  a statement,  i 
upon  oath,  before  a magistrate,  which  will  be  annexed  to  a bill  on  which  he 
will  pay  him,  and  forward  the  whole,  including  the  imperfect  vouchers,  J 
with  his  next  quarterly  account 

Respectfully,  &c. , t 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Wm.  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Choctaw  removal,  Memphis,  Tenn, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept.  18,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant.  No  more  axes  ai’e 
now  wanted  for  the  Indians,  and  I do  not  know  when  any  more  will  be  wanted. 
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I would  not  hold  out  to  you  the  prospect  of  another  contract,  because  there 
is  much  uncertainty  whether  I shall  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  you  one. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  ^ 

To  John  Harris, 

JWechanicsburgliy  Pennsylvania. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsislence,  Sept.  18,  1833., 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  30th  June  is  received.  Its  details  are  interesting,  and 
exhibit  a devotion  to  the  duties  in  which  you  are  engaged  that  merits  my 
warmest  approbation.  1 entirely  approve  of  what  you  have  done  to  secure 
to  the  Indians  that  justice  which,  it  would  appear,  they  have  failed  hitherto 
to  receive.  The  duty  of  subsisting  the  Senecas  will  terminate  about  the 
17th  of  December  next,  which  will  end  the  year  during  which  they  are  en- 
titled, by  treaty,  to  receive  provisions.  If,  however,  the  Indians  have  been 
promised,  by  the  agents,  provisions  for  a longer  period,  say  about  the  1st 
of  January,  when  the  first  contract  with  Mr.  Douglass  commenced,  you  can 
issue  up  to  that  time.  There  was  some  difficulty  in  locating  the  Senecas 
and  Shawnees  on  their  arrival  west  last  winter,  which  somewhat  procrasti- 
nated the  time  that  they  might  be  considered  on  the  route.  I leave  this  to 
be  determined  by  your  own  discretion,  after  making  due  inquiries  into  the 
facts.  As  soon  as  you  finish  the  issues,  you  will  make  up  youp  accounts, 
and  forward  them  to  me.  The  balance  of  funds  you  will  dispose  of  as 
Captain  Bro\>  n may  direct.  You  will  report  to  that  officer,  and  receive  his 
instructions  for  duty  in  the  subsisting  of  the  Choctaws,  and  will  proceed 
without  delay  to  such  point  as  he  may’’  indicate. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  Van  Horne, 

Disbursing  Agent  Senecas,  ^'C.,  Fori  Gibson. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept.  18,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  20th  August  is  at  hand.  The  Weas,  it  pppears, 
will  not  consent  to  go  west  at  present,  and  you  state  that  but  about  forty 
will  probably  go  at  all,  and  those  only  late  in  the  season.  It  is  useless  to 
wait  their  movements  any  longer  than  till  tl]e  reception  of  this  letter.  If 
the  band,  or  a considerable  part  of  it,  will  not  then  emigrate,  you  will  go  to 
Cincinnati,  where  you  will  make  out  your  accounts,  including  your  travel- 
ling expenses  up  to  your  arrival  there,  youp  monthly  extra  pay  to  the,  end  of 
this  month,  and  any  other  necessary  charge  upon  the  Wea  fund;  and,  after 
deducting  the  aggregate  amount  from  the  funds  in  yoiir  possession,  you  will 
deposite  the  balance  in  the  Branch  of  the  United  States’  Hank  in  that  place 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  forward  to  me  the 
cashier’s  certificate  of  deposite,  with  your  accounts.  Frotn  Cincinnati  you 
will  proceed  to  Little  Rock,  and  report  to  Captain  J.  Brown,  principal  dis- 
bursing agent,  for  duty  in  the  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws. 

39 
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You  will  be  entitled  to  your  transportation,  at  ten  cents  per  mile,  from 
Cincinnati  to  Little  Rock,  and  your  extra  pay  will  still  continue.  But  it  is 
designed  that  the  Choctaw  fund  shall  be  charged  with  both  from  the  termi- 
nation of  your  duty  among  the  Weas,  which,  as  regards  the  extra  pay,  I 
have  fixed  for  the  end  of  the  present  month. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton, 

Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal,  Logansport,  Indiana, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  18,  1833. 

Sir:  The  two  letters  of  the  29th  July  have  been  received  from  you,  with 
quarterly  accounts  enclosed.  It  is  expected  that  Lieutenant  Simonton,  now 
engaged  in  an  attempt  to  remove  a small  band  of  Indians  from  Indiana,  will 
report  to  Captain  Brown  shortly:  if  so,  he  will  be  ordered  to  assist  you  in 
the  subsisting  of  the  Choctaws.  I do  not  know  that  another  officer  can  be 
ordered  to  your  district.  There  is  but  one  more,  and  him  Captain  Brown 
will  place  with  Lieutenant  Rains. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Disbursing  tAgent  Choctaw  removal,  Fort  Towson,  %/i,  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  18,  1833. 

Sir:  The  disbursing  agents;  and  all  others,  will,  whilst  proceeding  with 
the  emigration,  keep  in  a memorandum  book  an  account  of  their  actual  ex- 
penses of  transportation  and  subsistence,  upon  which,  (it  being  signed  by 
them  respectively)  they  will  be  paid.  This  book  will  be  forwarded  with 
the  bill.  No  payment  for  services  of  temporary  assistants,  interpreters  and 
laborers,  will  be  continued  longer  than  the  date  of  arrival  west;  and  in  all 
similar  cases,  the  payment  of  ten  cents  a mile  will  be  from  the  stopping 
back  to  the  starling  place,  if  the  distance  is  to  be  travelled;  if  not,  for  any 
shorter  distance,  to  the  person’s  residence.  You  will  be  careful  to  comply 
with  the  regulations  on  the  subject,  of  the  provision  returns,  (checks.) 
These  returns  must  be  drawn  regularly,  if  possible,  in  all  cases  of  issue  of 
provisions.  If  the  rations  of  salt  and  forage  are  too  large,  as  has  been  in- 
sisted on  by  several  of  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  last  Choctaw  emi- 
gration, you  can  use  a wise  discretion  in  decreasing  their  issue. 

The  fodder  ration  is  only  intended  for  teams  employed  by  Government, 
but  issues  of  half  rations  may  be  made  to  Indians’  ponies:  to  these,  how- 
ever, under  wholesome  restraints.  You  will  enter,  if  possible,  into  written 
agreements  in  every  case  involving  a credit  for  an  amount  above  fifty  dol- 
lars, and  forward  the  same  with  your  accounts.  In  fine,  let  every  precau- 
tion be  taken  to  have  your  transactions  characterized  by  rigid  economy  and 
unexceptionable  correct n ess. 
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Enclosed  is  a small  table  of  the  principal  distances,  to  which  you  will  con- 
form the  accounts  for  transportation. 

You  will  endeavor  to  obtain  accurate  information  with  respect  to  the 
distances  from  point  to  point,  and  communicate  it  to  me,  with  every  other 
fact  connected  with  the  country  through  which  you  pass,  that  may  be  useful 
in  subsequent  operations. 

Duplicate  ‘‘  to  any  disbursing  officer,  Choctaw  removal,  Choctaw  agency, 
Mississippi.^’ 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane, 

Disbursing  *dgent  Choctaw  removal,  Memphis,  Teniu 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  18,  1833. 

A letter  of  the  same  import  and  date  as  the  above  to  Lieutenant  Lane. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  John  Page, 

Disb^g  Jigent  Choctaw  removal,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


A letter  of  the  same  import  and  date  as  the  one  mentioned  above  to  Lieu- 
tenant Lane. 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Phillips, 

Disb^g  Jigent  Choctaw  removal,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept.  20,  1S33. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a bill  for  transportation,  and  a bill  of  lading  of  a box 
from  Baltimore  to  New  Orleans,  containing  some  articles  of  presents  for 
Indians,  and  addressed  to  the  Indian  commissioners,  Fort  Gibson.  The 
freight  on  this  bill,  00,  was  paid  by  Lieutenant  Morrison  at  New  Or- 
leans. You  will,  on  your  next  visit  to  that  city,  refund  to  him  the  amount, 
and  charge  the  same  in  your  accounts  for  disbursements  in  the  Indian  re- 
moyal,  and  include  it  in  your  next  statement  of  .‘‘payments  for  other  objects 
than  the  Indian  removal  and  subsistence.”  Lieutenant  Morrison  must 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  money. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  *dgent,  fyc.,  Little  Rock,  JL  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  25,  1833. 

SiRt  The  payment  made  by  you  to  Lieutenant  Ross  in  the  2d  quarter  of 
this  year  is  inaccurate.  From  the  3d  of  January  to  17th  June  is  five  months 
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and  fifteen  days  precisely,  which,  at  ^61  per  month,  amount  to  ^335  50, 
instead  of  0337  53.  Lieutenant  Ross  will  refund  you  02  03.  You  will 
obtain  from  him  a certificate  as  to  the  commencement  of  his  service^  and 
forward  it  with  your  next  papers. 

The  balance  due  the  United  Stales  on  your  second  quarter’s  account  is 
0145  50. 

There  is  an  error  in  the  payment  to  yourself  in  your  first  quarter’s  ac- 
count, to  wit,  from  11th  October,  1832,  to  31st  March,  1833,  being  five 
months  and  twent3-one  days,  at  061  per  month,  which  you  make  0347  11: 
it  should  be  0346  32.  In  order  to  balance  that  account,  which  was  the 
closing  of  your  disbursements  for  the  Choctaws,  you  will  pay  Captain  Bro\vn 
the  difference,  seventy-nine  cents,  and  request  him  to  forward  his  receipt 
for  the  same. 

I have  received  yours  of  the  1st  of  August,  with  the  correct  Seneca  and 
Shawnee  muster  roll.  You  make  the  number  two  hundred  and  eleven. 
The  roll  received  from  Colonel  Gardiner  shows  tw'o  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 
Have  3011  a roll  of  the  Senecas  from  Sandusky?  That  made  by  Mr.  Ken- 
nerle^'^jand  received  by  me  through  Captain  Brown,  reports  their  number  at 
three  hundred  and  ninety. six. 

Do  you  make  your  issues  upon  provision  returns  or  checks  as  the  regula- 
tioiis  require?  If  so,  you  will  forward  them  to  me,  together  with  a quar- 
terly return  of  the  rations  received  under  contract.  If  you  have  hitherto 
made  no  return  of  provisions,  you  will  make  one,  commencing  wdth  the 
time  of  your  first  Receipt  for  rations,  and  ending  with  the  third  quarter. 

A letter,  written  by  you  to  Samuel  W.  Byrne,  was  forwarded  by  him  to 
me  with  a tiew  to  the  establishment  of  his  right  to  receive  some  additional 
compensation  for  travelling  expenses  in  the  Choctaw  emigration  of  last  year. 
I have,  in  accordance  with  Mr.  B^^ne’s  request,  instructed  one  of  the  agents 
now  in  the  Choctaw  country  to  pa.}'  him.  In  the  letter  alluded  to,  you 
mention  a commutation  which  you  suppose  may  have  been  allowed  the 
agents  in  lieu  of  their  actual  expenditures  for  transportation  and  subsistence. 
]No  such  allowance  has  been  settled.  There  were  several  cases  where  the 
agents  could  not  ascertain  precisely  their  expenses;  and,  under  the  circum- 
stances, an  allowance  of  two  dollars  a day  was  made  to  them  upon  their  cer- 
tificates. Some  of  these  gentlemen  stated  that  this  amount  would  not  cover 
their  expenses. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  Van  Horne, 

Disbursing  Sgmt  Senecas y Sfc.,  Fort  Gibson,  Ji.  T>  * , 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  25,  1833. 

Sir:  The  ‘‘regulations”  require  the  issues  of  subsistence  to  be  made  up- 
on provision  returns,  (checks.)  1'hese  returns  do  not  accompany  your 
quarterly  returns  of  provisions.  You  will,  therefore,  forward  all  those 
which  cover  the  issues  of  the  4th  quarter  of  1832,  and  the  1st  and  2d  quar- 
ters of  1833;  and  you  will  hereafter  invariably  have  the  issues  made  on  the 
returns,  not  alone  as  matter  ot  form,  but  as  a test  of  the  accuracy  of  the  en- 
tries on  the  abstract.s.  It  is  desirable  that  your  entries  on  the  abstracts  of 


309 


C 512  ] 

subsistence  purchased,  and  those  on  the  provision  return  for  the  same  quar- 
ter correspond  exactly.  By  this  mail  will  be  forwarded  to  you  three  books 
of  the  provision  checks. 

Respectfully,  &e., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Disbursing  Agent  Choctaws,  Fort  Towson. 


Emigration  oe  iNHtANs, 

OJffic^  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  September  28,  1833. 

Sir:  On  exsimination  of  your  account  for  extra  pay,  it  is  perceived  that 
you  did  not  sign  it.  A copy  of  the  voucher  is  enclosed:  please  sign  and 
return  it  immediately. 

Duplicate  to  Little  Rock. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  j.  P.  SimontoN, 

Disbursing  Agent  Indian  remodal,  Cincinnati. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Ojffice  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept.  28,  1S33. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  13th  ult.  Your  accounts  would  have 
been  finally  exarhined  before  thiSj  but  for  a pressure  of  business  which  had 
a precedence.  They  are  now  under  examination  in  this  office.  You  shall 
know  the  result  shortly. 

Respectfully^  &c., 

G.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Capt.  Z.  C.  Palmer, 

6t/t  Infantry^  Jefferson  Barracks^ 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Sept.  28,  1833, 

Sir:  Please  to  state  what  disposition  you  have  made  of  sundry  medicines 
received  by  you  from  Thomas  McGee,  29th  November,  1831.  Enclosed 
is  a copy  of  the  bill  of  purchase.  Your  certificate  must  show,  as  satisfacto- 
rily as  possible,  whether  the  medicines  were  issued,  or  turned  over  to  an- 
other, and,  if  turned  over,  the  person  must  be  a responsible  agent.  You 
will  be  held  accountable  unless  the  issue  of  the  whole  through  you,  or  some- 
body else,  can  be  proven.  Please  attend  to  this  immediately. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

ToJ.T  Fulton,  Esq., 

Assistant  Agent,  Choctaw  removal,  Little  Rock,  A.  T. 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence j October  2,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  to  Lieutenant  Van  Horne  respecting 
the  muster-rolls  of  the  two  tribes  of  Senecas,  and  the  issues  of  provisions 
to  those  Indians  under  the  contract  with  Mr.  Douglass.  If  there  has  been 
any  thing  in  the  manner  of  doing  the  business  that  will  draw  in  question 
the  fact  of  Mr.  Douglass’s  having  issued  to  47,  or  any  other  number  less  than 
the  roll  called  for,  he  must  refund,  or,  at  least,  his  accounts  must  be  sus- 
pended until  you  are  instructed  by  me  to  pay  him.  There  has  been  evi- 
dently some  mistake^  to  say  the  least  of  it,  in  the  former  contractor’s 
charging  the  Government  for  four  hundred  rations  per  day  for  the  Sandusky 
Senecas,  when,  for  the  last  six  months,  during  which  my  instructions  have 
governed  the  issues  to  them,  they  have  received  but  two  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-live rations  per  day.  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Jlgent  Indian  removal  Little  Rock,  A,  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct,  2,  1833. 

Sir:  You  are  asked,  in  mine  of  25th  September,  if  you  have  a correct  roll 
of  the  Senecas  of  Sandusky?  It  is  desirable  to  have  one:  you  will  there- 
fore, if  you  have  not  a roll  already,  make  and  forward  one  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. 

On  examining  the  payments  made  by  Capt.  Brown  on  Mr.  Kennerley’s 
provision  returns  upon  the  contractor,  I find  the  number  of  this  tribe  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  the  number  of  Senecas  and  Shawnees  two 
hundred  and  fifty-eight.  You  say  that  there  are  not  more  than  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  of  the  former,  and  your  roll,  just  received,  shows  only  two 
hundred  and  eleven  of  the  latter.  Mr.  Kennerley’s  roll  of  the  Senecas  of 
Sandusky  states  their  number  at  three  hundred  and  ninety-six.  The  for- 
mer contractor  for  the  tribe  last  named,  Mr.  Bailey,  has  been  paid  for  issu- 
ing to  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  or  four  hundred.  The  accounts  have 
just  been  received  at  the  Indian  Bureau. 

I have  not  official  cognizance  of  that  transaction,  because  the  contract  was 
not  made  by  my  agent,  or  under  my  direction.  But  I wish  to  know,  in 
order  to  come  at  the  truth  with  respect  to  subsequent  matters,  the  number 
of  Indians  composing,  at  present,  this  tribej  whether  its  number  has  fluctua- 
ted to  any  extent;  and  whether,  upon  the  best  and  most  authentic  informa- 
tion, its  number  at  the  time  of  arrival  west  was,  as  reported  officially  by  Mr. 
Kennerley,  and  paid  for  by  Gen.  Clark,  during  the  whole  of  Mr.  Bailey’s 
contract,  to  wit:  three  hundred  and  ninety-six. 

On  examining  Capt.  Brown’s  accounts,  I also  find  that  Mr.  Douglass  has 
been  paid  for  issues  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  Senecas  and  Shawnees, 
the  requisition  for  which  is  signed  by  Mr.  Aug.  Kennerley.  Your  correct 
roll  calls  for  only  two  hundred  and  eleven.  Were  there,  at  any  time,  more 
than  this  latter  number?  And  if  there  were,  through  what  cause  have  they 
decreased?  If  Mr.  Douglass  has  issued  to  but  twm  hundred  and  eleven  In- 
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dians  of  this  tribe,  and  has  been  paid  for  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  he 
must  refund.  Should  your  report  to  me  be  of  such  character  as  to  justify, 
in  your  opinion,  a deduction  from  any  future  payment  to  be  made  to  Mr. 
Douglass,  you  will  advise  Capt.  Brown  accordingly,  who  will  withhold 
payment  until  he  is  instructed  by  me  what  to  do. 

In  my  letter  of  the  25th  September,  you  are  directed  to  forward  to  me 
your  provision  returns  or  requisitions,  and  a quarterly  return  of  rations  re- 
ceived from  the  contractor.  This  you  will  do,  through  Capt.  Brown.  In- 
stead of  a return^  an  abstract  only  is  required,  supported  by  the  provision 
requisitions.  (See  article  7th  of  the  instructions  to  Capt.  Brown,  of  which 
you  were  furnished  with  an  extract.) 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  Van  Horne, 

Disbursing  Agent  Senecas,  Sfc.,  West,  Fort  Gibson. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Qommissary  General  Subsistence,  October  3,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  accounts  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1831,  and  first  and  second 
quarters  of  1832,  are  examined.  The  following  vouchers  are  suspended: 

Fourth  quarter  1831. — Abstract  Contingencies. 

Voucher  80, — C.  Brumback,  for  horse  shoeing,  &.c.  There  should  be 
a bill  of  particulars.  No  voucher  which  is  so  entirely  defective  in  that 
respect  can  be  passed. 

First  quarter  1832. — Abstract  Subsistence. 

Voucher  10. — S.  M.  Rutherford.  The  following  sub-vouchers  are 


wanting,  viz. 

A.  Me  Ken  dry. 

$3  24 

J.  Millard, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 S3i 

A.  J.  Johnson, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.9  121 

Do., 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 12i 

J.  Bark  man, 

A.  H.  Rutherford, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 65 

- 

9 62 

D.  Props, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 50 

E.  Ferguson, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12  04 

R.  C.  Byrd, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12  06 

S73  191 


Abstract  Purchases  of  Property. 

Voucher  3.— Hewes  Scull.  The  receipt  upon  this  is  given  to  Wharton 
Rector.  It  will  be  necessary  for  that  gentleman  to  give  a certificate 
that  the  payment  was  made  for  you,  and  that  the  purchase  money  was 
yours,  or  refunded  by  you  to  him. 

Abstract  Contingencies. 

Voucher  11.— John  0.  Ellis,  signs  with  x,  not  witnessed. 
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Voucher  2S. — James  Pitcher,  two  sub  vouchers,  signs  with  ' x>  and 
not  witnessed,  to  wit: 

Jepheth  Harris,  - ^ - - - ^25  50 

Do.  do  , ^ - - - - - 13  00 

$38  50 

Voucher  101. — Burk  Johnson,  sundry  blacksmithing,  &c.  There  should 
be  also  to  this  voucher  a statement  of  particulars. 

Voucher  187. — John  T.  Fulton,  sub-voucher  Nathaniel  Sunderland^s 
signed  with  x,  and  not  witnessed. 

Voucher  206. — (Error  in  addition  of  S.  M.  Rutherford’s  abstract.  No  ex- 
planation is  asked,  but  Captain  Brown  can  obtain  the  amount,  to  wit, 
^4  25,  from  Mr.  Rutherford.) 

Second  quarter  1832. 

Voucher  11. — Theron  Brownfield,  signed  with  x?  and  not  witnessed.  Was 
the  fence  for  the  confining  of  the  teams  of  horses  and  oxen  ? You  will 
find  enclosed  the  following: 

S.  M.  Rutherford’s  abstract  being  voucher  ten  above  mentioned,  (copy.) 
Hewes  Scull’s  voucher,  (copy.)  John  0.  Ellis’s  voucher,  (copy.)  James 
Pitcher’s  two  sub-vouchers,  (originals.)  John  T.  Fulton’s  sub-ypuchers, 
(originals.)  Therpn  Brownfield’s  bill,  (copy.) 

There  are?  besides  the  above,  some  errors  of  calculatipn,  which  it  is  not 
here  necessary  to  notice.  You  wilj  please  to  attend  to  the  correction  of  the 
errors  here  pointed  out  as  soon  as  you  receive  this,  in  order  that  your  ac- 
counts for  the  periods  above-named  may  be  closed. 

Whatever  explanations  ypu  may  make  will  be  better  done  iipqn  the 
vouchers  you  may  forward  as  substitutes  for  the  defective  ones. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disb^^  *fJgent,  §*c..  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  October  10,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  accounts  for  disbursements  in  removal  and  subsistence  of  the 
Ohio  Indians  have  been  finally  adjusted,  and  a balance  found  due  by  you  to 
the  United  States  of  ;^10  25  on  account  of  said  removal.  Thus; 

Abstract  Transportation.  — Third  quarter 
Voucher  12. — Over-paid  P.  Thompson  for  two  bay  mares, 
one  for  5§32  50,  the  other  for  S22  50=  $65,  should 
be  ^55.  Difference,  $l6  00 

Abstract  Transportation. — October,  1832, 

Voucher  6. — Over  paid  George  Allen,  five  and  a half  days’ 
services,  at  $2  5Q,  ^13  75.  The  superintendent’s 
certificate  says  that  there  \yere  but  fiye  days’  seryices 
due.  Difference,  Si  25 

Wl~25 

Deduct  short  addition  in  confingencies  for  November 
and  December,  I 00 

Leaving  this  balance  due  the  United  States,  - SIQ  25 
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You  will  please  assume  this  balance  as  due  the  United  States  in  the  next 
account  you  render. 

Respectfully 5 &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lame, 

Disbursing  Ag  ent  Indian  removal^  JYashviUe^  Tenn. 


Emigeation  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsisteiice^  October  12,  1832. 

Sir:  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  a contract  made  by  some  of  the  agents  in 
the  removal  of  1S31,  with  James  Shirley,  for  the  use  of  the  steamers  Cleo- 
patra and  Talma?  Such  a contract  was  doubtless  made;  but  it  has  been  hi- 
therto sought  for  in  vain.  There  were,  also,  small  contracts  with  Hugh 
White  and  Samuel  Long,  which  have  never  come  to  hand.  Any  informa- 
tion in  your  possession  will  be  gladly  received. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  N. 

To  Wm.  S.  CoLQUHout^,  Esq., 

Dumfries^  Virginia. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Cbmiiiissary  General  Subsistence^  October  12,  1833. 

Sir:  The  steamboats  Talma  and  Cleopatra  were  ernployed  in  the  Choc- 
taw removal  in  1831-^2,  and  a contract  made  with  their  proprietor,  or,  per- 
haps, with  the  captain  of  one  of  them.  Mr.  Cross  paid  to  James  Shirley 
for  the  use  of  these  boats  i^4,538  33,  but  has  not  forwarded  the  contract, 
nor  has  been  found  elsewhere.  My  object  is  to  get  you,  if  you  know  any 
thing  of  the  business,  to  aid  Mr.  Cross  in  procuring  a copy  of  the  instru- 
ment, or  in  supplying  its  loss  by  the  best  evidence  possible  of  the  fact,  and 
of  its  tenor,  &c., 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  *Agent  Choctaw  removal  Little  Rock. 


Emigration  op  Indians^ 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence j October  12^  ISZZ. 

Sir:  Nothing  prevents  the  closing  of  your  accounts  for  disbursements  in 
the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws,  but  the  absence  of  a contract 
for  the  use  of  the  steamers  Talma  and  Cleopatra,  for  the  services  of  which 
boats  you  paid  James  Shirley  ^4,538  33.  It  was  believed  by  me  that  the 
contract  might  be  found  among  the  papers  of  Colonel  Gaines,  but  it  has  not 
been;  and  Colonel  Gaines  promised,  when  hbrelast  spring, to  forward  what- 
ever papers  he  should  find  in  his  possession  which  might  appertain  to  the 
removal.  From  his  not  having  sent  me  any,  I conclude  he  has  none.  If 
40 


t 512  ] 


314 


you  can  by  no  possibility  get  hold  of  the  original  contract^  or  a copy^  you 
will  please  immediately  to  obtain  the  certificates,  in  relation  thereto,,  of  some 
of  the  gentlemen  who  were  cognizant  of  the  business.  The  rules  of  the 
Treasury  Department  require  contracts  to  be  forwarded  with  the  accounts, 
and  such,  too,  has  been  the  rule  of  this  department. 

There  was  also  a contract  made  with  Hugh  White,  upon  which  you  paid 
him  ^68  80.  You  will  forward  this  contract,  or  a copy  of  it,  and,  if  you 
can  get  neither,  such  information  as  you  may  be  able  to  obtain. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  S.T.  Cross,  Esq., 

^ssisiani  Sgmt  Choctaw  removal^  Little  RocJe^  Jl.  T, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office,  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  October  17, 

Sir:  If  you  have  made,  at  any  time,  expenditures  such  as  described  be- 
low, not  appertaining  to  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians,  you 
will  enter  the  same  upon  an  abstract  up  to  the  end  of  the  third  quarter  of  this 
year,  and  forward  it  to  me;  and  you  will,  should  any  such  expenditure  here- 
after occur,  besides  putting  it  regularly  on  your  accounts  for  disbursements, 
send  me  a separate  abstract  thereof.  The  expenditures  to  which  1 allude 
are  such  as  may  be  connected  with  the  Choctaw  Agency  West,  or  for  haul- 
ing Indian  presents,  for  supporting  the  teams  during  their  being  thus  engaged, 
and  for  any  expense  arising  thereout.  The  object  is  to  get  refunded  to  the 
account  of  removal  and  subsistence  such  amounts,  which  have  been  conside- 
rable in  Captain  Brownes  and  Lieutenant  Rains^  accounts,  as  may  be  pro- 
perly chargeable  to  other  funds.  References  in  your  abstract  to  the  abstract 
or  vouchers  of  your  quarterly  accounts  will  be  necessar}^ 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK, 

For  George  Gibson^  C,  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Disbursing  Jigent  Choctaw  removal.  Fort  Towson,  T, 


Emigration'  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  October  19,  1833. 

Sir:  In  your  return  of  property  for  2d  quarter  1832,  you  remark  op- 
posite to  the  issue  of  two  bushels  of  corn,  and  one  barrel  of  pork,  “ barrel 
of  pork  issued  without  any  requisition,  &c.”  Nor  have  you  sent  proper 
requisitions  for  the  issue  of  one  liiiodred  and  thirty -four  bushels  of  corn,  one 
other  barrel  of  pork,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  pounds  of  beef  in  the 
same  property  return. 

Please  to  forward  a statement  of  the  number  of  persons  and  horses,  and 
the  time  for  which  the  issues  were  made. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H,  ROOK,  Acting  C.  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Disbursing  Sgent  Choctaws,  Fort  Towson,^L  JP, 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  October  23,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  accounts  for  disbursements  in  the  Cherokee  removal  are  exam- 
ined in  this  office.  The  result  is,  that  there  is  a balance  of  seven  dollars  and 
thirty- three  cents  due  you.  It  is  supposed  to  arise  thus:  In  your  account 
for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1832,  there  was  a voucher  for  services  and  trans- 
portation, amounting  to  $132  20.  This  voucher  was  incorrect,  and  returned 
to  you  in  order  that  jmu  might  forward  a correct  one.  But  you  increase, 
in  a subsequent  account,  the  balance  on  hand  seven  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents,  and  do  not  forward  the  correct  voucher  which  should  be  as  follows: 
For  extra  pay  from  27th  November  to  31st  December,  at  ^61 

per  month  $69  13 

Transportation  from  Washington  to  Calhoun,  587  miles,  at  10 

cents  per  mile  - - - - - - 58  70 

^127  83 

The  difference,  therefore,  in  your  voucher  should  be,  instead  of 

^1170,  butS4  37  - - » - -*  4 37 


^132  20 


Enclosed  you  will  find  the  voucher  alluded  to  correctly  made  out,  which 
you  will  sign  and  forward  to  me.  There  is  also  enclosed  a correct  statement 
of  your  last  account  current,  which  you  will  also  sign  and- forward  at  the 
same  time. 

The  difference  in  your  favor,  S7  S3,  will  be  paid  on  your  order. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Captain  William  Day, 

United  Statts'^  Army,  Fort  SnelUng, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct,  24,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  of  the  26th  September,  and  of  the  4th 
and  5th  instant,  and  submitted  them  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  He  is  deter- 
mined not  to  attempt  to  prosecute,  during  the  present  season,  the  removal 
of  the  Pottawatamies,  and  directs  me  to  suspend  ail  further  operations  re- 
lating to  that  object  until  a future  period.  H%  therefore  instructs  me  to 
inform  you  that  your  services  as  superintendent  will  be  dispensed  with  from 
the  date  of  the  reception  of  this  letter. 

The  gentlemen  associated  with  you  will  receive  a similar  notification.  I 
have  also  received  yours  of  the  14th  instant,  covering  account  of  expenses 
incurred  in  travelling  with  the  Pottawatamie  deputation.  This  account  shall 
be  speedily  examined,  and  the  result  made  known  to  you:  meanwhile,  as 
you  have  on  hand  about  ^1,800,  you  will  retain  the  amount  due  you,  and 
pay  the  salaries  of  Colonel  Sands  and  General  Schoonover  to  the  dates  re- 
spectively of  receiving  the  communications  this  day  sent  to  them  by  me. 
The  balance  remaining  in  your  hands  will  be  deposited  in  the  bank  appoint- 
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ed  to  receive  the  public  deposites  in  Cincinnati;  from  the  cashier  of  which 
you  will  get  receipts  in  duplicate,  and  forward  one  of  them  to  me. 

Respectfully,  &e., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S, 

To  A.  C.  Pepper,  Esquire, 

Superintend’ t Pattawatamie  removaly  Rising  StiUy  Inda, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct,  24, 1833. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has'instructed  me  to  defer  all  operations  re- 
lating to  the  Pottawatamie  removal  to  a future  period,  and  to  dispense  with 
the  services  of  the  agents  engaged  in  that  duty.  You  will  therefore  cease 
to  act  as  assistant  agent  on  the  reception  of  this  letter. 

The  amount  due  you  for  services  will  be  paid  to  you  by  Colonel  Pepper, 
to  whom  you  will  receipt  for  the  same. 

Respectfuil)^,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  General  R.  Schoonover, 

*dssista7it  dlgent  Pottawatamie  removat,  Logansport,  Inda, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct.  24,  1833. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  instructed  me  to  defer  all  operations  re- 
lating to  the  Pottawatamie  removal  to  a future  period,  and  to  dispense  with 
the  services  of  the  agents  engaged  in  that  duty.  You  will  therefore  cease 
to  act  as  assistant  agent  on  the  reception  of  this  letter. 

The  amount  due  you  for  services  will  be  paid  to  you  by  Colonel  Pepper, 
to  whom  you  will  receipt  for  the  same. 

Respectfully,  &:c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 

To  Colonel  Lewis  H.  Sands, 

Jissistani  *dgent' Pottawatamie  removal,  Logansport,  Inda, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct.  24,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  10th  instant,  covering  account  for  the 
third  quarter,  and  an  estimate  of  funds.  The  latter  shall  be  attended  to. 
The  former  is  inaccurate,  and  is  returned  for  correction.  As  there  are  but 
few  papers  connected  with  it,  you  will  make  out  tlie  whole  anew,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  directions  in  pencil. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Harris, 

Disbursing  Jigent  ChevoJcees  east,  Calhoim,  Tennessee, 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Oct.  25,  1833, 

Sir:  In  the  accounts  of  Captain  William  Day  for  the  fourth  quarter  1832, 
there  is  a payment  to  William  Willis  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars, 
being  the  amount  due  to  him  and  Mary  Dougherty  for  commutation  of 
transportation  for  their  families,  consisting  of  twenty  persons.  The  receipt 
is  signed  alone  by  Willis,  and  you  witness  the  payment.  It  should  also 
haye  been  signed  by  Mary  Dougherty.  As  this  woman  has  departed  west- 
ward, it  may  be  impracticable  to  get  her  acknowledgment  of  the  payments 
having  been  made  to  her.  I will  therefore  thank  you  to  forward  me  a cer- 
tificate, stating  the  circumstances  under  which  Willis  was  paid  the  money, 
and  whether  he  was  fully  authorizeli  by  Mary  Dougherty  to  receive  her 
share.  Major  Curry  may  possibly  know  something  about  it.  Be  pleased, 
if  so,  to  get  his  statement  in  regard  to  the  transaction,  which,  being  irregu- 
lar, may,  without  satisfactory  explanations,  be  suspended  at  the  Treasury. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Hugh  Montgomery,  Esquire, 

Cherokee  Jigenl  east,  Calhoun,  Tennessee. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Oct.  29,  1833. 

Sir:  A letter  from  Lieutenant  A.  Beckley,  enclosing  a duplicate  account 
of  Messrs.  Riddle,  Forsyth  and  Co.,  for  transporting  ploughs  to  mouth  of 
White  river,  amounting  to  ^187  50,  was  duly  received. 

That  sum  will  be  remitted  to  you  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
for  which  you  will  please  to  forward  your  account  in  the  usual  form. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Major  R.  L.  Baker, 

Ordnance  Service,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  October  30,  1833. 

Sir:  I send  you  herewith  my  account  for  disbursements  in  the  3d  quarter 
of  the  present  year,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  balance  due  by  me  to  the 
United  States  is  gl4,53I  81. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Wm.  B.  Lewis,  Esquire, 

Second  diuditor  Treasury  Department. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  October  30,  1 833, 

Sir:  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent  removal  of  Indians, 
has  forwarded  to  me  the  enclqsed  copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Chilly  McIn- 
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tosh,  who,  it  appears,  was  authorized  by  the  War  Department*  to  remote  a 
number  of  Creek  Indians  fj*om  their  lands  in  Alabama  to  the  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  Mr.  McIntosh  has  drawn  two  drafts  on  Captain  Brown, 
amounting  to  $619  25,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  funds  to  pay  the  teams 
employed  in  the  removal,  which  it  appears  he  undertook  in  consequence  of 
the  authority  adverted  to;  and  that  officer  refuses  to  pay  the  drafts,  and  ap- 
plies to  me  for  instructions  in  relation  thereto. 

Be  pleased  to  inform  me  if  my  agents  are  to  settle  with  Mr.  McIntosh 
for  the  expenses  of  this  removal;  and  whether  they  are  also  to  subsist  the' 
Indian^  removed  by  him  for  the  year  during  which  they  are  entitled  to  re- 
ceive provisions*  Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  a G.  S, 

To  Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  Gene^'ol  Subsistence,  October  30,  1833. 
Sir:  Owing  to  the  suspension  of  the  Pottawatamie  emigration,  the  ser- 
vices of  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery,  3d  infantry,  are  not  now  needed 
in  the  Indian  removal.  An  order  would  reach  him  at  Jefferson  barracks. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Colonel  R.  Jones, 

Jidjutant  General, 

Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  October  31,  1833. 
Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  from  General  Gibson  to  the  Adju- 
tant General,  and  of  the  order  issued  thereupon  by  the  latter. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery, 

Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal,  Jefferson  Barracks, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Ootober  31,  1833. 

Sir:  Your’s  of  the  1st  instant,  with  your  accounts  for  disbursements  in- 
the  Pottawatamie  removal,  has  been  received. 

The  balance  reported  by  you  to  be  due  to  the  United  States,  30th 

September,  is  - - „ . ^14,878  94 

To  which  you  will  add  - - - - - 3 50 


Being  amount  of  error  arising  out  of  overcharge  in  your  bill  of 
transportation  from  Washington  to  Logansport,  677  miles,  at 
10  cents,  $61  70,  in  lieu  of  642  miles,  difference  35  miles,  at 
JO  cents,  $3  50— balance  should  be  - - $14,882  44 


* The  authority  was  given  by  the  Office  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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From  this  corrected  balance^  you  will  take  the  amount  of  your  pay  up  to 
Ihe  date  of  reception  of  this  letter^  with  amount  of  your  transportation  to 
your  post,  at  10  cents  a mile,  and  deposite  the  remainder  in  the  Bank  at  St. 
Louis,  which,  at  the  time  you  receive  this,  has  the  public  deposites.  You 
will  forward  the  cashier’s  receipt  with  your  accounts. 

There  are  no  requisitions  in  your  last  provision  return  for  7 bushels  and 
28  quarts  of  oats  issued  to  agents’  horses.  You  will  please  to  forward  the 
requisitions  to  cover  these  issues,  or  make  such  explanations  as  may  prove 
satisfactory  to  the  Auditor. 

In  the  vouchers  of  Thomas  Robb  and  Beojamin  Hurst,  you  pay  them  for 
return  pay  and  transportation  300  miles,  but  the  bills  do  not  state  the  points 
embraced  in  this  distance.  You  will  please  to  supply  this  deficiency. 

. Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery, 

Disbursing  ^Mgentj  Jefferson  Barracks, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Com77iissafy  General  Subsisiemey  November  4,  1833. 

Sir:  The  accounts  of  Lieutenant  Montgomery  for  expenditures  in  the 
Fottawatamie  removal  have  been  received. 

It  appears  that  he  paid  Messrs,  Sands  and  Schoonover  for  their  services  as 
assistant  agents'  to  the  25th  August,  and,  in  addition,  at  the  rate  of  four  dol- 
lars a day,  computing  each  day  at  30  miles  travel  for  21  days  and  two-thirds 
of  a day,  making  650  miles.  This  was  an  error:  those  gentlemen  should 
not  have  been  paid  thus,  unless  it  had  been  known  to  Lieutenant  Montgo- 
mery that  their  services  were  to  be  dispensed  with  from  the  moment  of  their 
arrival  west.  But,  as  they  were  considered  in  service^  and  not  discharged 
until  the  reception  of  my  letters  to  them  respectively,  of  the  24th  ultimo, 
the  amount  they  have  received  as  mileage  pay,  to  wit:  ^86  66,  will  be  de- 
ducted by  you  from  the  pay  due  them  between  the  25th  August  and  the 
time  fixed  for  the  termination  of  their  employment. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  O.  G,  S, 

To  A,  G.  Pepper,  Esquire, 

Rising  Suuy  Indiana. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissury  General  Subsistence^  November  6,  1833. 

Sir:  You  will  make  it  the  duty  of  your  assistants  to  inspect  the  rations^ 
and  to  see  them  delivered  to  the  Indians,  and  they  will  certify  accordingly 
on  your  quarterly  abstract  of  issues.  1 doubt  not  that  the  duties  here  pointed 
out  are  now  faithfully  performed,  but  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  fact  noted 
on  your  accounts. 

Respectfully^  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  O,  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Rains, 

Dis¥g  Jigent  Choctaws,  Fort  Smith,  A.  T. 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Nov.  6,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  are  copies  of  letters  this  day  addressed  to  Lieutenants 
Stephenson  and  Rains.  You  will  please,  hereafter,  to  obtain  certificates  of 
the  character  therein  alluded  to  for  all  the  issues  made  to  Indians. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Jiciing  0.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Choctaws,  Little  Bock,  A.  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Nov.  6,  1833. 

Sir:  In  the  letter  to  you  of  the  25th  September,  it  was  inadvertently 
stated  that  the  provision  checks  had  not  accompanied  certain  of  your  pro- 
vision returns:  it  should  have  been  merely  staled  that  these  checks  had  not 
come  to  hand.  It  is  supposed,  however,  that  you  have  complied  with  the 
regulations,  and  with  the  instructions  from  this  office,  through  Captain 
Brown,  upon  this  subject.  When  Captain  Brown’s  accounts  for  the  3d 
quarter  shall  have  come  to  hand,  it  is  presumed  that  your  provision  checks 
will  be  found  to  support  the  payments  made  by  him  to  the  contractors  for 
rations  delivered  at  the  depots  under  your  control. 

You  will  make  it  the  duty  of  your  assistants,  respectively,  to  inspect  the 
provisions,  and  to  see  them  issued, they  will  certify  accordingly  on 
your  abstracts  of  issues*  You  will,  also,  if  it  is  practicable  to  procure  such 
certificates,  furnish  them  for  the  issues  of  the  4th  quarter  1832,  and  the  1st 
quarters  of  the  present  year. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  duties  here  pointed  out  are  now  faithfully  per- 
formed, but  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  fact  noted  in  a formal  manner. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Atcting  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson,  ? 

Dhb^g  Jigent  Choctaws,  Fort  Towson,  Ji.  T. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Nov.  7,  1833. 

Sir:  Will  you  be  pleased  to  inform  me  what  is  the  distance,  by  the  mail 
route,  from  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  Cantonment  Gibson,  Arkansas  Terri- 
tory, with  the  distances  between  the  principal  intermediate  towns,  say  from 
Louisville  to  Washington,  Memphis,  Little  Rock,  &c.,  &c. 

This  information  is  asked  with  a view  to  settle  the  accounts  of  an  officer 
who  has  travelled  through  those  places. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  dieting  C.  G.  S, 

To  C.  K.  Gardiner,  Esq., 

Assistant  Postmaster  General,  Washington. 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence^  JYov,  8,  1833. 

Sir:  You  will  apply  to  General  Campbell,  Creek  agent  west,  for  a roll  of 
the  Creek  Indians  who  have  removed  west  of  the  Mississippi  under  the 
direction  of  Chilly  McIntosh;  and  you  will  ascertain  from  the  former^ 
whether  Benjamin  Hawkins  has  any  claim  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
whom  General  C.  reports  to  have  been  brought  in  last  spring’^  by  him,  or 
if  these  Indians  were  a part  of  McIntosh’s  party.  I do  not  allude  to 
any  claim  [or  perso/ial  services:  none  such  will  be  recognized  except  that  of 
McIntosh,  and,  if  any  persons  have  assisted  him,  they  must  look  to  him  for 
remuneration;  but  I refer  to  a claim  for  the  expense  incident  to  the  removal, 
for  which  a specific  allowance  per  head  will  be  paid,  as  you  will  perceive  by 
the  enclosed  letter  to  Captain  l^rown. 

You  will  also  obtain  a roil  of  those  Creeks  ivho  have  emigrated  subse- 
quently to  McIntosh’s  party,  and  up  to  the  time  of  receiving  this  letter, 
who  were  not  connected  with  McIntosh  in  the  emigration;  and  you  will  for- 
ward these  rolls,  and  any  informafion  touching  the  subject,  to  Captain 
Brown,  at  Little  Rock  Should  it  be  necessary  to  pay  any  individual  In- 
dians, you  will  suggest  some  plan  to  Captain  Brown  by  which  they  can 
elude  the  grasp  of  thie  speculators. 

You  will  also  forward  direct  to  this  office  copies  of  your  letters,  &c. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  Van  Horne, 

Disbursing  Agents  Fort  Gibson,  A.  T. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Ojffice  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Nov.  8,  1S33. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  September  has  been  received.  Your  pro- 
ceeding was  a correct  one  in  regard  to  McIntosh’s  drafts.  The  Secretary 
of  War  has  determined  to  pay  him  twenty  dollars  a head  for  the  Indians  he 
carried  over,  and  the  same  a nount  per  head  shall  be  paid  for  the  removal  of 
such  other  Indians  as  may  have  gone  over  since,  up  to  the  time  of  the  re- 
ception, by  Lieutenant  Van  Horae,  of  the  letter,  of  which  you  have  a copy 
enclosed.  If  it  should  prove  that  Benjamin  Hawkins,  or  any  other  person, 
is  entitled  to  receive  payment  for  the  transportation  of  any  of  the  Indians, 
you  will  either  pay  such  other  person,  or,  at  your  discretion,  withhold  the 
money  until  you  forward  to  this  office  a statement  of  the  facts',  and  receive 
particular  instructions. 

The  letter  to  Lieutenant  Van  Horne  instructs  him  to  procure  from  Gen. 
Campbell  a roll  of  the  Creeks  removed  under  McIntosh’s  directions,  in- 
cluding those  who  emigrated  with  Hawkins  in  the  spring;  to  make  a sepa- 
rate roll  of  the  Indians  who  have  subsequently  emigrated,  and  to  inform 
you  of  the  facts  necessary  to  guide  you  in  making  the  payments.  When 
you  have  received  the  rolls,  &c.,  from  Lieutenant  Van  Horne,  you  can  pay 
on  the  order  of  McIntosh,  and  whomsoever  else  may  be  entitled,  such  sum 
as  may  respectively  be  found  due  them  for  the  Indians  removed,  at  twenty 
41 
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dollars  each.  No  allowance  of  any  description  beyond  this  will  be  made, 
except  to  McIntosh,  whose  claim  for  personal  services  will  be  paid  by  the 
War  Department. 

Two  thousand  dollars  will  be  deposited  to  your  credit  in  New  Orleans  to 
meet  these  payments. 

You  will  please  to  keep  a separate  account  of  this  fund,  as  it  is  from  an 
appropriation  distinct  from  the  other  moneys  expended  by  you. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Botins'  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  %dgent  Choctaws^  Little  Rocky  T, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistencey  Nov.  14,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  yesterday,  making  certain  inquiries  in  relation  to 
Captain  William  Day,  late  a disbursing  agent  in  the  removal  and  subsistence 
of  the  Cherokees,  is  at  hand* 

Captain  Day  was  detailed  on  the  27th  November,  1832,  and  was  ordered 
from  Washington  to  Calhoun,  Tennessee.  He  was^paid  for  transportation 
of  bagpge  for  performing  the  journey  between  the  two  points,  to  wit,  for  | 
587  miles;  and  was  relieved  from  duty  on  the  31st  May,'  1833,  at  which 
time  he  w^as  at  Calhoun,  Tennessee. 

Respectfully,  &c.,  r 

J.  H.  HOOK,  Ming  C,  G.  S. 

To  General  Th.  S.  Jesup, 

Quartermaster  General,  Washington. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  JVov,  21,  1833. 
Sir:  Your  money  accounts  for  the  3d  and  4th  quarters  of  1832,  and  for 
the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  quarters  of  1833,  have  been  examined  in  this  office. 
The  balance  reported  by  you  as  due  the  United  States  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber is  - - - - . - - ^6,253  19 

To  which  will  be  added  the  following: 

Amount  of  over  charge  on  account  of  allowance  of  extra 
pay  arising  thus: 

Charged  on  account  in  3d  quarter,  1832,  $111  48 
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$920  98 

Allowance  of  extra  pay  from  29th  June, 

1832,  to  30th  September,  1833,  15 
months,  at  $61  per  month  - - $919  07 

overcharge  1 91 
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Which  amount  you  will  assume  as  the  balance  due  the  United  States  on 
your  next  account.  There  may,  however,  be  an  increase  of  this  balance, 
arising  thus:  In  your  account  for  3d  quarter  1832,  you  charge  transporta- 
tion of  baggage  from  Washington  to  Cherokee  nation,  1,500  miles.  It 
strikes  me  that  the  distance  is  not  so  great.  From  Washington  to  Fort 
Cribson,  by  way  of  Louisville,  is  1,388  miles  by  the  post  route,  to  wit; 
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Washington  to  Louisville 
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Memphis  to  Little  Rock 
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Little  Rock  to  Fort  Smith 
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Fort  Smith  to  Fort  Gibson 
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In  your  next  account  you  will  give  a certificate  of  the  distance  from  Fort 
Gibson  to  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  you  will  add  said  distance  to  the  dis- 
tance from  Washington.  Whatever  number  of  miles  it  falls  short  of  1,500, 
which  you  have  charged,  you  will  charge  yourself  with,  at  10  cents  a mile, 
increasing  by  so  much  the  balance  against  you.  You  will  also  forward  a 
certificate  of  your  having  travelled  260  miles  per  voucher  No.  3 in  account 
for  3d  quarter  1832.  Let  these  certificates  be  on  separate  papers. 

It  is  perceived  that  Looney  Price  was  paid  by  you  from  8th  May  to  6th 
September,  1832,  at  gl  25  per  day;  and  from  16th  September  to  23d  Sep- 
tember, 1832,  at  $2  50  per  day.  As  this  man’s  services  appear  to  have 
been  of  a similar  character  in  both  cases,  you  will  please  to  explain  why  he 
was  paid  twice  as  much  at  one  time  as  at  another.  R.  H.  Ross  and  John 
Jordan  have  subsequently  been  paid  $2  50  per  day  for  services  in  issuing  to 
Indians. 

In  the  4th  quarter  of  1832  you  pay  William  D.  Shaw,  for  hire  of  his 
wagon  and  team  32  days,  at  ^4  a day,.iSl28.  You  will  state  in  a certificate 
the  purposes  for  which  this  team  was  employed.  This  charge,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, is  wrongly  placed  on  transportation  abstract.” 

There  are  three  vouchers  for  transportation  of  subsistence  in  your  ac- 
count for  2d  quarter  1833,  to  wit,  Nos.  7,  13,  and  14,  in  which  the  com- 
mencement and  end  of  the  service  are  not  mentioned.  You  will  supply 
this  deficiency  by  forwarding  a separate  certificate,  or  new  vouchers. 

The  following  vouchers  have  no  date  or  place  of  payment  mentioned  in 
the  receipts:  voucher  3,  abstract  subsistence  4th  quarter  1832;  and  voucher 
1,  abstract  transportation  4th  quarter  1832.  You  will  forward  your  du- 
plicates properly  dated. 

A compliance  with  the  directions  herein  given  you  will  cause  your  ac- 
counts to  pass  without  delay  through  the  Treasury  examination.  You  will 
therefore  see  the  necessity  of  turning  your  attention  to  the  subject  imme- 
diately after  the  reception  of  this  letter. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S, 


To  Lieutenant  W.  Sea  well, 

.Disbursing  tdgent  Cherokees  west.  Fort  Gibson^ 
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Emigbation  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  JYovember  22,  1833, 

Sir:  There  can  be  no  further  removals  of  the  Choctaws  under  the  treaty 
of  1830,  which  allowed  them  lluee  years  to  remove  to  their  new  country, 
I am  directed,  therefore,  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  your  ap- 
pointment of  assistant  agent  will  cease  on  the  termination  of  the  present 
emigration;  up  to  which  period  you  will  receive  your  pay  from  Captaiiu 
Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  S. 

To  John  T.  Fulton,  Esq., 

Assistant  Agent  Choctaw  removal,  Little  Rocky  A,  T, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  22,  1833. 

Sir:  There  can  be  no  further  removals  of  the  Choctaws  under  the  treaty 
of  1830,  which  allowed  them  three  years  to  remove  to  their  new  country. 
I am  directed,  therefore,  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  your  ap- 
pointment of  assistant  agent  will  cease  on  the  termination  of  the  present 
emigration;  up  to  which  period  you  will  receive  your  pay  from  Captaiis 
Brow'n. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Wharton  Rector,  Esq., 

Assistant  Agent  Choctaw  removal.  Little  Rock,  A.  T. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  22,  1833. 


Sir:  There  can  be  no  further  removals  of  the  Choctaws  under  the  treaty 
of  1830,  which  allowed  them  three  years  to  remove  to  their  new  country, 
I am  directed,  therefore,  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  your  ap- 
pointment of  assistant  agent  wdll  cease  on  the  reception  of  this  letter;  up  to 
which  time  you  will  be  paid,  on  forwarding  your  accounts  to  this  office. 
I regret  that  your  request  to  be  continued  in  the  Indian  emigration  cannot 
be  complied  with.  The  Creeks,  to  the  duty  of  removing  which  tribe  you 
desire  to  be  transferred,  will  not  yet  consent  to  emigrate,  except  in  very 
inconsiderable  numbers,  and  it  is  the  determination  of  the  President  not  to 
remove  any  until  the  whole  nation  will  agree  to  go.  To  this  result  it  is 
hoped  they  will  come  very  soon;  and  it  is  believed  the  operations  of  re- 
moval and  subsistence  would  commence  at  as  early  a period  thereafter  as 
practicable.  Whenever  llie  services  of  assistant  agents  shall  be  required, 
on  account  of  the  efficient  services  heretofore  rendered,  your  claims  shall 
receive  the  most  favorable  consideration. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 


To  S.  T.  Cross,  Esq., 

Assistant  Agent  Choctaio  removal,  Madison,  Iha, 
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Emigration  op  Indians, 

O^ce  Commissary  General  Subsisience^  Novem.ber  23,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  2d  instant  from  Memphis,  and  of  the 
12th  instant  from  Louisville. 

There  will  be  no  further  removal  of  the  Choctaws  under  the  treaty  of 
1830,  the  time  having  expired  during  which  the  Government  bound  itself 
to  remove  them  westward.  Your  appointment  of  disbursing  agent  will, 
therefore,  cease  as  soon  as  your  accounts  are  closed;  and,  in  older  that  this 
may  be  effected  without  delay,  you  will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  proceed  to 
this  city.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  the 
superintendent’s  approval  to  the  abstracts  of  expenditures.  That  can  be 
obtained  afterwards. 

Respectfully,  &c, , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  8. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Phillips, 

Disbursing  *dgent  C hod  aw  removal^  Laurenceville^  N,  J, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  23,  1833. 

Sir:  You  will  turn  over  to  Captain  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent, 
the  balance  of  funds  in  your  hands,  after  settling,  as  far  as  you  can  conve- 
niently do  so,  the  accounts  of  the  present  removal.  There  will  be  no  far- 
ther removal  of  Choctaws  under  the  treaty  of  1830,  in  consequence  of  the 
expiration  of  the  time  limited  for  the  removing  of  that  tribe  west  at  the 
expense  of  the  Government.  Your  appointment  of  disbursing  agent  will, 
therefore,  cease  as  soon  as  your  accounts  are  closed;  in  order  to  effect 
which,  with  more  promptitude  and  accuracy,  you  will  come  to  this  city 
without  delay.  v 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  8. 

To  Captain  John  Page, 

Disbursing  *3gent  Choctaw  removal,  Little  Rock,  T. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  25,  1833. 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  you  that  your  ap- 
pointment of  superintendent  of  the  Choctaw  removal  will  cease  on  the  re- 
ception of  this  letter.  The  cause  of  this,  is  the  fact  that  no  further  removal 
of  those  Indians  can  take  place  under  the  treaty  of  1830,  which  allowed 
them  three  years  to  remove  west  at  the  expense  of  the  Government.  You 
will  please  to  forward  to  this  office  your  accounts  for  personal  services,  to- 
gether with  all  the  papers  in  your  possession  connected  with  the  Indian 
emigration;  and  to  furnish  such  information  as  you  may  have  that  will  tend 
to  elucidate  the  business  lately  under  your  control.  It  is  much  regretted 
that  so  large  a portion  of  those  who  remained  in  the  old  Choctaw  country 
after  the  two  first  years’  emigrations,  should  evince  so  fatal  an  obstinacy  as 
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to  determine  to  remain  despite  of  the  obligations  of  their  treaty,  and  in  de- 
fiance of  the  humane  policy  of  the  Government,  which  presented  so  fair  an 
opportunity  for  a removal  beyond  the  sphere  of  those  influences  which  are 
rapidly  hastening  their  destruction.  Much  reliance  was  placed  upon  the  ar- 
guments you  were  able  to  use  to  induce  their  departure,  and  the  department 
is  well  satisfied  that  you  were  as  successful  as  any  other  could  have  been. 

Permit  me  to  express  my  approbation  of  the  very  efficient  manner  in 
which  you  have  conducted  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws,  and  to  thank  you, 
as  well  for  that  as  for  the  economy  which  it  is  believed  you  have  promoted 
in  the  disbursements  of  that  important  service. 

Respectfullv,  &c., 

"geo.  GIBSON,  C.  G. 

To  Wm.  Armstrong,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Choctaw  removal^  JYashville,  Tennessee, 


Emigration  of  IndiaiCs, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Nov,  28,  1833. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  indisposition,  by  which  it  is  understood  you 
are  affected,  you  will,  in  lieu  of  going  to  Arkansas,  come  to  this  city,  where 
you  will  be  enabled  to  settle  your  accounts. 

Duplicate  to  Cincinnati. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton, 

Disbursing  Jigent  removal  Indians,  Logansport,  Indiana, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Nov,  29,  1833, 
Sir:  I have  received  yours  of  the  20th  inst.,  enclosing  a copy  of  W.  S. 
Colquhoun’s  contract  with  James  Shirley  for  charter  of  steamboats  Talma 
and  Cleopatra,  and  William  McK.  Ball’s  contract  with  Hugh  White  for 
ferriage  of  Indians  over  the  Mississippi. 

The  amount  paid  by  you  for  charier  of  these  boats  is  1^4,538  33.  The 
amount  mentioned  in  the  contract,  exclusive  of  demurrage,  is  ^4,100  00. 
The  demurrage  must,  therefore,  have  amounted  to  iS438  33.  You  state,  in 
the  letter  just  received,  that  ‘‘the  specific  amount  mentioned  in  the  charter, 
together  with  the  demurrage,”  was  paid  by  you;  but  the  bill  on  which  you 
paid  Captain  Shirley  says  nothing  about  the  demurrage,  but  only  that  the 
whole  amount  paid  was  “for  transporting  emigrant  Choctaws  from  Vicks- 
burg, Mississippi,  to  Cote  au  Fabre,  Arkansas,  in  steamers  Cleopatra  and 
Talma,  as  per  contract.”  As  the  contract  specifies  ^§4,100,  and  a larger 
amount  was  paid,  it  must  appear  how  that  larger  amount  accrued.  You  will 
therefore  please  to  certify  to  the  facts,  stating,  as  distinctly  as  your  recol- 
lection will  enable  you,  the  causes  of  delay,  &c. : and,  that  you  may  be  the 
better  able  to  do  this,  I return  to  you  an  extract  of  Captain  Shirley’s  con- 
tract, and  a copy  of  his  bill. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S, 


To  S.  T.  Cross,  E^., 

Madison,  Indiana, 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  November  30,  1833. 

Sir;  Your  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo  has  been  received.  In  reply  to  a 
part  of  it,  I must  inform  you  that  you  have  totally  misconceived  the  inten- 
tion of  my  letter  of  the  17th  September.  The  paragraph  of  that  letter 
which  alludes  to  combinations,  which  it  was  believed  had  in  more  than  one 
instance  succeeded  to  the  no  small  loss  of  the  Government,  was  intended  as 
cautionary,  and  was  not  written  for  the  purpose  of  reflecting  on  your  pro- 
ceedings, or  those  of  any  other  agent.  The  department  has  been  written  to 
by  most  of  its  disbursing  agents  on  the  subject  of  impositions  practised  or 
attempted,  and  I will  now  cite  two  or  three;  Captain  Clarke  wrote,  among 
other  things  on  this  subject,  as  follows:  ‘‘I  am  informed  that,  along  the 
route  which  it  is  supposed  the  Indians  will  travel,  many  persons  have  deter- 
mined that  if  they  cannot  obtain  the  price  they  think  proper  to  ask  for  corG 
and  beef  not  to  sell,’^  and  that  there  was  ‘^a  belief  that  the  United  States 
would  be  compelled  to  purchase  at  any  price.^’  He  adds:  This  unfortu- 
nately is  too  true,  and  I fear  every  advantage  will  be  taken.’’  Lieutenant 
Stephenson,  in  a letter  to  you  of  September  20,  1831,  a copy  of  which  was 
forwarded  by  him  to  me,  says,  ‘‘you  will  perceive  that  the  bidders  had  en- 
tered into  a combination  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  own  prices”  “It 
was  my  determination,  in  the  first  place^  to  reject  every  bid  for  corn,  but  I 
was  fearful  that  the  bidders  might  become  dissatisfied,  and  dispose  of  their 
corn  to  some  speculators  who  wo  e present,  from  whom  it  could  not  be  ob- 
tained but  at  a still  higher  price.”  Lieutenant  Stephenson  goes  on  to  say 
that  the  quartermaster  had,  a few  days  before,  entered  into  contract  for 
one  thousand  six  hundred  bushels  at  ninety  cents,  the  price  paid  by  Lieu- 
tenant Stephenson  being  ^1  67|;  but  he  attempts  to  account  for  this  in 
some  measure  by  the  fact  of  the  quartermaster  being  able  to  aid  the  con- 
tractor with  the  use  of  a keel-boat,  &c.  This  trifling  privilege,  (the  keel- 
boat  which  was  loaned  to  the  contractor  being  worth,  perhaps,  about  ^100,) 
could  not,  of  course,  have  had  much  influence,  because  the  difierentje  in 
price  between  what  the  quartermaster  paid,  and  what  Lieutenant  Stephen- 
son was  compelled  by  the  combination  to  agree  to  for  ten  thousand  bushels, 
would  amount  to  $1,100.  That  officer  also  says,  “the  individual  who  ob- 
tained the  salt  contract  is  the  proprietor  of  one  of  the  saltworks  on  Red 

river.  A few  days  previous  to  the  bids  being  opened,  he  induced  the  pro- 
prietor of  another  saltwork  to  let  his  work  lie  idle  for  a certain  sum,  and 
I made  an  offer  to  the  owner  of  another,  &c.,  &c.:  and  Lieutenant  Stephenson 
I adds,  “private  contracts  for  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  pounds  of  pork  had  bet- 

I ter  be  entered  into.”  His  reason  being,  that,  “ in  this  way,  I believe  it 

I can  be  procured  as  cheap  as  beef.”  In  October,  18^2,  Lieutenant  Stephen- 
1 son  wrote  to  me  that  he  opened  proposals,  according  to  Captain  Brown’s 
advertisement,  for  furnishing  the  several  depots,  and  accepted  but  one;  and 
that  he  afterwards  entered  into  private  contract.  An  examination  of  his 
abstract  of  bids  shows  a saving  by  the  prices  of  his  private  contracts,  when 
compared  with  the  lowest  bids,  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent.;  and,  in 
this  letter,  he  speaks  of  “a  few  individuals  who  have  attempted  to  monopo- 
j lize  all  the  corn,  and  who  actually  have  the  control  of  all  the  boats  on  the 

i river,”  except  two  in  his  possession.  In  a letter  from  the  same  gentleman 

I in  July,  1833,  he  speaks  of  ‘ ‘ the  monopolists  being  defeated;”  and,  in  your 
j letter  of  the  23d  May,  1833,  you  allude  to  “ the  whole  sordid  and  avaricious 
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combination  against  the  Government,  and  of  breaking  down  those  specula- 
tive combinations  which  were,’^  in  your  opinion,  ‘‘formed,  and  so  strongly 
so,  in  some  parts  of  the  Territory,  to  overreach  the  agents,  and  prey  upon 
the  Government  through  their  credulity.’’  The  department,  it  would  then 
appear,  had  some  reason  to  caution  you  against  what  you  term  the  “ sordid 
and  avaricious  combination.” 

The  paragraph  in  my  letter  of  17th  September  shows  that  reference  was 
then  had,  with  regard  to  the  contracts,  solely  to  those  which  should  be 
made  for  the  then  pending  removal.  You  seem  to  suppose  that  information 
of  an  unfavorable  character  had  reached  me  in  relation  to  contracts  made  by 
you.'  I have  had  none  such,  and  am  very  happy  to  relieve  your  mind  from 
an  impression  of  that  character.  The  contracts,  (in  fact,  mere  verbal  agree- 
ments,) privately  made  during  the  emigration  of  1832,  to  which  I referred, 
were  those  of  Captain  Page  particularly.  They  were  rather  more  favorable 
than  yours  made  on  public  notice.  His  ration  averaged  about  his 

corn  for  forage  66  cents.  Your  contracts,  however,  for  rations  for  the  emi- 
grants on  their  march  were  reasonable.  That  with  McHenry  was  at 
for  rations  and  9.9^®^  cents  for  corn;  Gray’s  at  7^  cents  for  rations,  and  y3 
cents  for  corn;  Jackson  73  cents  for  rations,  and  SI  45  for  corn,  whilst 
that  with  Marshall  was  as  low  as  5i  cents  for  rations, and  74  cents  for  corn. 
The  other  contracts,  one  for  5^®^  cents,  and  two  at  8 cents  for  rations  in  the 
new  country,  were  very  satisfactory.  Notwithstanding  this  evidence  of  low 
prices,  the  fact  of  the  combinations  among  individuals  being  “broken  up”  was 
not  perfectly  apparent,  for  it  was  believed  that  nothing  but  unceasing  vigi- 
lance on  the  part  of  the  agents  of  the  Government  could  counteract  them, 

1 have  gone  thus  at  length  into  this  subject,  in  order  to  exhibit  to  your  view 
the  fact,  that  my  allusions  to  the  necessity  for  watchfulness  in  guarding  against 
combinations  were  not  made  on  light  grounds,  and  that  this  department 
would  not  take  an}^^  ex  parte  information  whereon,  even  impliedly,  to  cen- 
sure, but  would  be  free  to  pursue  an  open  and  direct  course;  in  doing  which 
in  the  present  case,  it  avows  the  utmost  confidence  in  your  ability  and  incli- 
nation to  effect,  honorably  to  yourself  and  profitably  to  the  Government^ 
the  duties  of  your  appointment. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G,  S. 

To  Captain  J.  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal^  Little  Rock,  A.  T, 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Dec,  5,  1833.. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  20th  October  has  been  received.  All  your  accounts 
hitherto  received  are  now  under  examination,  and  you  will  shortly  be  ad- 
vised of  the  result.  Enclosed  are  blank  forms  of  account. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Rains, 

Disbursing  Jgent  Choctaws,  Fort  Smith,  Ji,  T, 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Dec>  18,  1833. 

Sir;  I request  that  you  will  give  me  a draft  on  Nashville,  favor  of  Samuel 
McConnell,  for  two  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  for  which  amount  I enclose 
you  my  check. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  George  Thomas,  Esq., 

Cashier  Bank  of  Metropolis,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Dec,  19,  1S33. 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  forward  to  you  the  en- 
closed draft  for  $220  GO  on  Nashville,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Samuel  McConnell, 
which  it  is  understood  you  will,  as  in  a former  instance,  transmit  to  him. 
Be  pleased  to  advise  me  of  the  reception  of  this  letter. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S, 

To  Hon.  Hugh  L,  White, 

Senate  United  States, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Dec,  20,  1833. 

Sir;  I have  received  your’s  of  the  2d  instant,  with  Mr.  John  B.  Jones’s 
acknowledgment,  properly  authenticated,  that  Charles  H.  Abert  was  duly 
authorized  to  receive  the  amount  you  paid  him  for  wagon  hire,  $455  75,  in 
the  4th  quarter  of  1831.  You  have  my  thanks  for  the  attention  you  have 
given  to  the  subject. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C,  G,  S. 

To  Thomas  McGee,  Esquire, 

Columbus,  Mississippi, 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Dec,  20,  1833. 

Sir;  Your’s  of  the  10th  ultimo  was  duly  received.  The  voucher  is,  with 
its  certificates,  &c.,  rather  loosely  got  up.  Mr.  Morris  must  obtain  some  ad- 
ditional evidence  that  the  Indians  did  pass  over  his  ferry;  for  the  certificate 
of  Lieut,  Stephenson  only  goes  to  show  that  “ a number  of  emigrating  Choc- 
taws, nearly  corresponding  with  the  number  charged,  arrived  in  the  new 
country  in  and  about  the  time  stated,”  but  he  is  not  certain  that  they  pass- 
ed Morris’s  ferry.  He  says,  however,  that  his  ferry  is  ^‘at  the  cross- 
ing of  the  public  road.”  Were  there  no  persons  accompanying  the  Indians 
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or  pack-horses,  who  would  now  give  Mr.  Morris  a certificate?  Perhaps 
vsome  of  his  neighbors  are  cognizant  of  the  fact  that  Indians  did  pass  over 
his  ferry  about  the  time  stated.  There  is  one  objection  to  the  account,  be- 
sides, which  ought,  at  all  events,  to  be  remedied.  The  charges  are  not  uni- 
form, and  are,  in  many  cases,  too  high,  compared  with  other  ferriage 
accounts.  The  first  charge  is  for  120  pack-horses  at  25  cents  each;  the 
next  for  30  loose  horses  at  12i  cents  each;  another  charge  is,  for  two 
hundred  and  forty  Choctaws  at  12|  cents  each;  and  another  for  two  wagons  at 
87i  cents  each.  In  every  other  instance  the  charges  are  for  Indian  horses 
and  oxen  at  cents  each.  This  last,  it  is  presumed,  would  be  about  a fair 
rate,  and,  if  the  whole  bill  is  made  in  proportion,  the  wagons  being  about  50 
cents  each,  and  the  additional  evidence  is  of  the  character  which  I have 
above  suggested,  you  are  authorized  to  pay  it. 

The  bill  is  herewith  returned. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Jigent,  Little  Bocky  Jl,  T. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Dec*  20,  1833. 

Colonel:  I have  received  your’s  of  the  27th  ultimo,  recommending  Cap- 
tain Page  for  an  appointment  in  the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians.  That 
officer  is  now  engaged  in  a similar  duty  west  of  the  Mississippi;  and  from 
his  efficiency,  and  his  acquaintance  with  the  tribe  to  which  you  allude,  will, 
most  probably,  when  the  proper  time  arrives,  be  employed  in  its  removal. 

Respectfully,  &:c., 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

To  Colonel  D.  L.  Clinch, 

U*  S.  Army,  Mobile,  Alabama. 


Emigration  op  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  December  21,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  7th  instant  has  been  received.  Nothing  has  occurred 
since  mine  of  the  9th  of  April,  to  render  it  necessary  to  procure  rifles.  I 
should  regret  if  any  inconvenience  resulted  to  you  from  having  on  hand 
“several  hundred  rifles.^’  The  department  did  not  order  them,  and  is  not 
therefore  chargeable  with  such  a result.  The  uncertainty  of  the  emigration 
of  the  Indians  has  been  such  as  to  preclude  the  anticipation  of  any  demand  for 
the  presents  which  are  usually  promised  them  by  treaties,  in  which  they  stipu- 
late to  remove  beyond  the  Mississippi.  I will  repeat  what  I said  in  my  letter  of 
April  last,  that,  at  a proper  time,  your  application  will  be  duly  considered. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  GIBSON  C.  G. 

To  George  W.  Tryon, 

Philadelphia. 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  December  23,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo  is  received.  With  regard  to  that 
part  relating  to  the  provision  checks,  you  have,  doubtless,  already  received 
mine  of  the  6th  November,  in  which  the  true  intent  of  mine  of  25th  Sep- 
tember is  staled.  It  was  only  intended  to  say  that  the  provision  checks  had 
not  come  to  hand.  They  will,  of  course,  be  received  from  Captain  Brown. 

Your  letter  to  Captain  Brown  of  the  13th  October  was,  as  you  surmise, 
sent  to  this  office.  It  is  herewith  returned. 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  my  letter  of  the  19th  October,  that  certain  other 
provision  returns  are  stated  to  be  Wanting.  These  are  for  provisions  re- 
maining in  your  hands.  Where  issues  are  made  by  contractors  the  checks 
or  returns  will,  of  course,  go  through  Captain  Brown;  but,  where  the  issues 
are  from  provisions  purchased  or  procured  by  you,  the  requisitions  should 
be  regularly  drawn  as  in  the  former  case,  and  sent  as  vouchers  to  support 
the  abstract  of  issues.  Captain  Brown  was  informed  some  time  since  that 
Lieutenants  Van  Horne  and  Simonton  would  report  to  him  for  duty  in  the 
subsisting  of  the  Choctaws.  It  was  designed  that  the  latter  should  go  to  your 
assistance:  he  has,  however,  been  attacked  with  severe  indisposition  while 
engaged  in  an  attempt  to  remove  a small  tribe  of  Indians  from  Ohio,  and  it 
has  been  judged  proper  to  order  him  to  this  city  to  settle  his  accounts.  A 
considerable  reduction  in  the  contingent  expenditures  at  your  several  depots 
may  soon  be  made,  in  consequence  of  the  emigrants  of  last  year  having 
nearly  all  received  their  provisions,  and  the  emigrants  of  the  present  year 
(800)  being  much  less  less  than  was  calculated  upon.  It  is  supposed  that, 
of  this  number,  seven  hundred  will  come  under  your  superintendence  in  the 
Red  river  district,  and  about  one  hundred  will  go  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Fort  Smith. 

Captain  Brown  thinks  that,  with  the  assistance  of  two  persons,  you  will 
heareafter  be  able  to  make  all  the  issues  for  the  current  year. 

You  report  on  the  30lh  June,  five,  and,  on  the  30th  September,  three  per- 
sons employed.  Is  is  not  doubted,  however,  that  you  will  economize  as 
much  as  possible  in  this  and  every  other  matter  dependant  upon  you. 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  *S’. 

To  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson, 

Disbursing  Jigent,  Fort  Towson. 
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War  Department, 

Washington^  June  29,  1831  <, 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  a special  agent  of  this  department,  to  aid 
in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  emigrating  Choctaw  Indians  west  of 
Mississippi. 

You  will  report  for  duty  to  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  and 
will  be  allowed  for  your  services  four  dollars  per  diem,  from  the  date  of  your 
order  directing  you  to  your  place  of  destination,  until  this  commission  shall 


cease. 


Mr.  W*  S.  CoLQUHouN, 

Washington  City, 


P.  G.  RANDOLPH, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Department  op  War,  July  14,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  to  inform  you  that  you  are  hereby  appointed,  by  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  special  agent,  under  the  16th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  27th  September,  1830,  with  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians, 
to  value  the  cattle  of  said  Indians  as  stipulated  for  by  said  article,  (a  copy 
of  which  is  enclosed,)  and  dispose  of  them  at  public  sale  for  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States. 

In  the  event  of  your  acceptance  of  this  appointment,  you  will  proceed, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  into  the  Choctaw  nation  | and,  after  consult- 
ing with  the  agent,  and  receiving  from  him  such  information  as  he  may  be 
able  to  give  in  relation  to  the  duties  assigned  you,  you  will  notify  the  Indians 
of  the  time  at  which  you  will  commence  the  valuation,  in  oTder  that  they 
may  collect  their  cattle  and  have  them  in  readiness  against  your  arrival  at  their 
respective  farms  or  places  of  residence:  and  that  all  persons  desirous  of  pur- 
chasing the  cattle  may  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  you  will  give  public 
notice  in  the  nation  and  neighboring  country,  (by  advertisement  in  news- 
paper, or  otherwise,)  that  the  same  will  be  sold  at  public  sale,  for  cash, 
mediately  after  the  valuation,  in  every  case,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
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States.  It  is  necessary  that  the  sales  be  made  in  this  way,  to  prevent  a total 
loss  on  the  cattle  to  the  United  States,  which  it  is  probable  would  be  the 
case  if  they  are  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians  afier  the  valuation.  Your 
attention,  therefore,  is  particularly  called  to  this  part  of  your  duty,  that  the 
loss  to  the  Government  may  be  as  little  as  it  is  practicable  to  make  it. 

You  will  keep  a register,  showing  the  names  of  the  Indians  whose  cattle 
you  may  value  and  dispose  of  as  above  directed,  and  the  number  and  kind 
of  cattle  belonging  to  them  respectively,  as  well  as  the  value  thereof,  and 
designating  those  who  may  desire  to  be  paid  in  money,  and  those  who  may 
desire  to  be  furnished  with  other  cattle  after  their  arrival  at  their  new  homes, 
that  the  wishes  of  all  parties  upon  the  subject  may  be  satisfied;  showing,  also, 
the  names  of  the  persons  who  may  purchase  cattle  at  the  sales,  and  the  price 
paid  for  them.  You  will  be  very  particular  in  keeping  the  register,  and 
will  make  opposite  to  every  case  such  remarks  as  may  be  necessary  to  a pro- 
per understanding  thereof.  When  you  have  completed  the  valuation  and 
sales  of  the  cattle,  you  will  transmit  a copy  of  the  register,  duly  certified 
by  you,  to  the  Department  of  War  for  its  information;  on  the  receipt  of 
which,  directions  will  be  given  to  you  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  the  cattle,  for  which  you  will,  in  the  mean  time,  be  held  ac- 
countable. 

It  is  important  that  you  enter  upon  your  duties  immediate!}^,  that  they 
may  be  completed  before  the  fall  if  practicable. 

Such  of  the  Indians  as  may  not  desire  to  have  their  cattle  valued,  butpre- 
fer  taking  them  over  the  IMississippi,  will  be  furnished  with  assistance,  if 
necessary,  in  driving  them. 

You  will  be  allowed  a compensation  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  your 
services  in  performing  the  duty  hereby  assigned  you,  which  will  be  paid 
after  you  have  completed  the  business  and  made  your  report,  accompanied 
by  the  original  register. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

P.  G.  RANDOLPH, 

footing  Secretary  of  War. 

To  William  Douglass,  Esq., 

Louisville,  Kentucky. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  July  2Q,  IB3\. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  a special  agent  of  this  department  to  aid 
in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  emigrating  Choctaw  Indians  west  of 
the  Mississippi. 

If  you  accept  this  appointment,  you  will  report  for  duty  to  the  Commissary 
General  of  Subsistence,  and  will  be  allowed  for  your  services  four  dollars 
per  diem  from  the  date  of  your  acceptance  until  this  commission  shall 
«ease.  R.  B.  TANEY, 

I Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

ITo  Wharton  Rector,  Esquire, 
i Little  Rock,  A.,  T. 
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War  Department, 

Washington,  August  12,  1831. 


Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  a special  agent  of  this  department  to  su- 
perintend the  collection  of  the  emigrating  Choctaws  and  their  removal  and 
subsistence  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  from  whence  to  the 
new  Choctaw  country  they  will  come  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain 
J.  B.  Clark  of  the  United  States’  army.  ^ 

If  you  accept  this  appointment  you  will  please  to  communicate  with  the 
Commissary  General  of  Subsistence;  and  you  will  be  paid  for  the  time  ac- 
tually employed  on  this  duty  eight  dollars  a day,  should  your  services  be 
required  no  longer  than  three  months  in  any  year,  and  five  dollars  a day 

thereafter  for  any  longer  period. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 


To  Geo.  S.  Gaines,  Esq., 

Demopolis,  Alabama. 


War  Department,  Seplemher  I,  1831. 


Sm:  You  are  hereby  appointed  superhitendent  for  the  removal  of  such 
of  the  Cherokees,  within  the  chartered  limits  of  Georgia,  as  may  be  witling 
xo  accept  the  terms  offered  by  the  treaty  of  May  6th,  1828,  with  the  Chero- 
kees west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  who  are  prepared  to  migrate  to  the  coun- 
try  beyond  that  river. 

Your  compensation  will  he  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum, 
while  employed,  to  include  all  your  expenses.  If  you  accept,  you  will 


notifying’ this  department  of  such  acceptance.  Should  you  decline,  I will| 
thank  you  to  give  me  the  earliest  notice  of  your  determination.  ^ 

I enclose  a projet  of  operarions  for  the  removal  of  the  Cherokees,  whicl 
has  been  approved  by  the  President,  and  whmh  will  put  pu  Po^^essiorJ 

of  the  outlines  of  the  general  plan.  It  will  be  the  object  of  this  e t| 
communicate  to  you  more  in  detail  some  of  the  views  of  department 
and  should  you  find  yourself  in  doubt,  on  a representation  of  the  dillicult| 

the  necessary  explanation  shall  be  given.  n j j s.  ^ vvol 

The  general  direction  of  the  operations  is  confided  to  you.  These  ma| 

behest  considered  under  three  distinct  heads.  1.  The  initiatory  measureii;, 
consisting  of  the  enrolment  of  the  Indians  and  the  valuation  of  the  propertti 
2 The  payments  to  be  made  and  the  articles  to  be  furnished  to  them,  lU 
eluding  all  expenses  of  this  nature  except  those  for  transportation  and  sut 
sistencS.  3.  Transportation  and  subsistence.  ^ , f 

The  treaty  provides  that,  upon  enrolling  himself  for  emigration,  thei 
shall  be  given  to  each  head  of  a Cherokee  family  now  residing  within  tl 
chartered  limits  of  Georgia,  &c.,  a good  rifle,  a blanket,  and  kettle,  and  fi 
pounds  of  tobacco,  and  to  each  member  of  his  fami  y one  blanket.  V , 
have  not  the  means  of  knowing  whether  these  articles  can  be  procure  j 
the  vicinity  of  the  Cherokee  country,  in  sufficient  quantities,  and  of  a qua^p 
ty  and  price,  to  justify  the  purchase  there.  Nor  have  we  any 
which  we  can  estimate  the  number  of  the  Indians  who  are  prepared  to  enr 
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and  emigrate.  The  Governor  of  Georgia,  from  information  he  has  received, 
and  which  he  has  communicated  to  this  department,  thinks  there  is  a large 
proportion  of  the  tribe  now  willing  to  accept  the  offer  which  the  Govern- 
ment is  authorized  to  make.  As  a basis  of  future  operations,  it  is  very 
important  to  ascertain  this  fact  with  as  much  precision  as  circumstances 
will  permit.  Your  efforts  will  therefore  be  first  directed  to  this  object. 
Proceed  immediately  to  the  Cherokee  country,  converse  freely  and  fully 
with  the  agent,  who  will  be  instructed  to  afford  you  every  aid  in  his  power, 
and  procure  all  the  information  that  may  be  important  for  the  Government 
or  yourself.  What  number  of  Indians  are  probably  prepared  to  go;  when 
will  they  be  ready;  where  are  the  proper  points  of  collection  and  depar- 
ture; what  number,  having  a due  regard  to  economy  on  one  hand,  and  to 
their  comfortable  subsistence  on  the  other,  should  go  together;  what  routes 
should  be  taken;  ought  depots  of  provisions  to  be  established  upon  any 
of  these  routes;  and  if  so,  where,  and  what  quantity  should  they  contain; 
can  all  be  moved  this  year  who  may  be  willing  to  go;  can  provisions  in 
sufficient  quantity,  say  one  and  a half  pound  of  fresh  beef,  or  in  lieu 
of  it,  three  fourths  of  a pound  of  salt  pork,  one  pint  of  corn,  or  in 
lieu  of  it  one  pound  of  flour,  for  each  person;  and  when  fresh  beef  is 
issued,  two  quarts  of  salt  to  every  one  hundred  rations,  be  purchased  upon 
reasonable  terms,  and  where;  would  it  be  best  to  buy  any  cattle  the  Indians 
may  be  disposed  to  sell  at  a valuation,  and  issue  them  as  provisions;  can  three- 
point  blankets  weighing,  say  eight  pounds  to  the  pair,  be  procured,  and  for 
what  price;  can  good  rifles  and  kettles  be  procured,  and  if  so,  state  the  qua- 
lity and  price;  would  many  of  the  emigrants  be  disposed  to  supply  them- 
selves on  the  route?  These  questions  I will  thank  you  to  answer,  as  far  as 
may  be  in  your  power,  not  confining  your  inquiries  to  these,  but  extending 
them  to  all  other  subjects  you  may  deem  important.  ^ 

You  will  perceive  the  treaty  provides  that  the  articles  before  enumerated 
shall  be  given  to  the  Indians  when  they  enroll  themselves.  But,  for  the 
reasons  already  stated,  we  are  not  prepared  to  make  these  deliveries;  and, 
before  this  can  be  done,  your  report  must  be  received.  But  as  the  Presi- 
dent is  anxious  that  every  facility  should  be  afforded  to  this  measure,  you 
will,  should  you  deem  it  important,  immediately  open  enrolment  registers 
in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  9th  article  of  the  projet.  These  will  be  un- 
der the  direction  of  yourself  and  the  agent;  and,  should  you  find  it  neces- 
sary to  the  success  of  the  plan,  you  can,  when  each  person  enrolls  himself, 
give  him  a certificate  enumerating  the  articles  due  to  him,  and  stating  that 
as  soon  as  they  can  be  procured  they  will  be  delivered  to  such  person  him- 
self, and  to  no  other  one,  on  the  presentation  of  the  certificate.  Registers 
will  be  kept,  and  duplicates  of  these,  as  well  as  of  the  emigration  rolls,  will, 
from  time  to  time,  be  transmitted  to  this  department. 

Two  appraisers  will  be  appointed,  whose  duties  will  be  regulated  by  the 
treaty,  and  by  the  principles  approved  by  the  President.  There  are  three 
, circumstances  connected  with  this  branch  of  the  subject  to  which  I will  ad- 
^ vert.  f 

j In  the  first  place  these  appraisers  will  not  proceed  to  the  execution  of  any 
j duty  until  notified  by  you  so  to  do.  The  object  of  this  restriction  is  to  re- 
duce  the  expense,  as  you  will,  of  course,  not  call  upon  them  until  there  is 
I sufficient  business  at  one  time  to  claim  their  attention.  In  the  second  place, 
they  will  appraise  only  those  improvements  of  the  land  which  are  fairly  valu- 
able. The  treaty  provides  that  compensation  shall  be  made  for  the  proper- 
ty abandoned.  I do  not  see  that  any  property  will  be  necessarily  abandon- 
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ed,  except  that  which  is  attached  to  the  land,  and  to  this  the  estimates  of  the 
appraisers  will  be  confined.  Should  it,  however,  be  deemed  indispensable 
to  purchase  the  stock  of  the  Indians,  this  might  be  done,  if  it  could  be  ef- 
fected upon  reasonable  terms,  and  the  stock  so  purchased  issued  for  provi- 
sions. Upon  this  subject  your  views  are  requested.  In  the  third  place,  the 
treaty  does  not  prescribe  when  and  where  the  payment  for  property  aban- 
doned shall  be  made,  and  the  President  is  strongly  inclined  to  postpone  this 
measure  till  the  arrival  of  the  Indians  at  their  new  residence.  It  appears 
to  me  they  cannot  want  it  at  the  commencement  of  their  journey,  for  they 
will  be  amply  supplied  with  every  necessary,  and  their  reckless  improvi- 
dence is  such  that  they  would  soon  expend  every  dollar.  How  far  this  post- 
ponement would  affect  the  general  measure,  I will  thank  you  to  inquire  and 
report. 

2.  The  payments  to  be  made  and  the  articles  to  be  furnished  to  them,  in- 
cluding ail  expenses  of  this  nature,  except  those  for  transportation  and  subsis- 
tence. 

Having  already  touched  upon  this  subject,  the  observations  I shall  make 
will  be  the  more  brief. 

You  will  perceive  we  shall  await  your  report  before  we  direct  the  pur- 
chase of  the  articles  to  be  supplied.  If  these,  except  the  tobacco,  must  be 
procured,  as  I presume  they  must  in  one  of  the  Atlantic  cities,  they  will  be 
sent  to  the  care  of  the  agent,  who  will  issue  them  upon  your  requisition. 
These,  together  with  the  receipts  of  the  Indians,  will  be  his  vouchers  at  the 
Treasury.  Such  as  can  better  be  procured  near  the  Cherokee  country  will 
be  purchased  by  the  agents  upon  your  requisition,  and  issued  as  above. 
Funds  for  these  objects  will  be  remitted  to  him  after  the  whole  plan  of  ope- 
rations is  determined. 

3.  Transportation  and  subistence. 

This  branch  of  the  service  has  been  confided  to  the  Subsistence  Depart- 
ment, and  will  be  conducted  by  an  officer  of  the  army,  who  will  be  ordered 
by  General  Gibson  to  report  himself  to  you.  He  will  make  all  the  pur- 
chases and  expenditures  connected  with  these  objects  upon  your  requisitions. 
Detailed  instructions  will  be  given  to  him  by  the  Commissary  General  of 
Subsistence, 

You  will  determine  where  the  provisions  shall  be  deposited,  and  in  what 
quantity,  and  to  whom  they  shall  be  issued.  You  will  likewise  select  the 
route  of  the  emigrants,  and  the  mode  of  transportation.  If  a road  must  in 
any  instance  be  opened  or  repaired,  you  will  give  the  necessary  instructions; 
and  generally  you  will,  in  the  exercise  of  a sound  discretion,  prescribe  all 
the  measures  required  to  transport  the  Indians  to  their  ultimate  destination, 
and  to  subsist  them  on  their  journey.  Funds  for  this  object  will  be  remit- 
ted to  the  agent  of  the  Subsistence  Department. 

You  will  perceive,  however,  that  this  department  is  anxious  for  receiving 
your  report  upon  the  various  topics  before  enumerated  prior  to  the  actual 
departure  of  any  body  of  the  emigrants.  This,  I presume,  may  be  done 
without  occasioning  any  considerable  delay. 

In  the  progress  of  your  operations,  other  assistance  will  be  necessary. 
You  will  from  time  to  time  indicate  your  views  upon  this  subject,  and  it 
probable  that  persons  will  be  appointed  by  the  department,  and  directed  to 
rdport  to  you.  In  the  mean  time,  and  before  this  is  done,  should  you  find 
it  necessary  to  employ  assistants,  you  can  do  so,  taking  care  to  fix  their 
compensation  previously,  and  as  economically  as  a just  regard  to  their  duties 
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will  permit,  not  exceeding  in  any  case  four  dollars  per  day,  to  include  all  ex- 
penses. If  this  be  done,  you  will  report  the  names,  the  compensation,  and 
the  nature  of  the  duties  of  these  persons,  together  with  the  reasons  for  their 
employment. 

Anxious  as  the  President  is  to  effect,  with  their  own  free  consent,  the  re- 
moval of  these  Indians,  he  is  not  less  anxious  that  they  should  understand 
distinctly  the  offers  which  are  made  to  them,  and  all  the  circumstances  at- 
tending their  removal  and  settlement.  You  will  take  particular  care  in  all 
your  communications  with  them,  that  the  subject  is  fully  explained, and  that 
nothing  is  left,  of  which  they  can  eventually  complain.  Let  them  know 
that  the  President  feels  for  their  situation;  that  he  is  satisfied  they  had  better 
remove,  and  soon;  and  that  where  we  wish  them  to  go,  they  will  find  a 
mild  climate,  a fertile  country,  and  the  means  of  preserving  their  institu- 
tions, without  the  interference  of  the  white  people.  And  then  let  them 
know  that  we  leave  the  choice  to  them,  trusting  that  the  Great  Spirit,  who 
made  the  white  man  and  the  red,  will  open  their  eyes  to  see  the  path  they 
ought  to  travel. 

Your  communications  will  be  addressed  to  Elbert  Herring,  esq..  Bureau  of 
Indians  Affairs;  but,  on  the  exterior  envelope,  they  will  be  thus  directed: 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington.’’ 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  CASS. 

To  Benjamin  F.  Curry,  Esq., 

McMinnville,  Tennessee, 


War  Department, 

Washington,  September  3,  1831. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  a special  agent  of  this  department  to  aid 
in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  emigrating  Choctaw  Indians  west  of 
"the  Mississippi. 

If  you  accept  this  appointment  you  wdll  report  for  duty  to  the  Commis- 
sary General  of  Subsistence;  and  you  will  be  allowed  for  your  services 
four  dollars  a day  from  the  date  of  your  acceptance  until  this  commission 
shall  cease. 

Respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

To  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Cross, 

Madison,  Indiana. 


.Department  op  War,  October  26,  1831. 

Sir:  In  adverting  to  the  instructions  given  by  this  department  to  your 
predecessor,  Mr.  Douglass,  dated  July  14,  1831,  a copy  of  which  has  been 
sent  to  you  for  your  government,  it  has  been  found  that  there  is  a provision 
which,  if  literally  carried  into  effect,  would  operate  injuriously  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  United  States.  Instead  of  proceeding  to  value  and  receive  all 
the  cattle  of  the  Choctaws  at  one  time,  and  at  the  farm  of  ecch  individual, 
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you  will  execute  this  duty  only  when  a party  is  prepared  to  remove;  and, 
immediately  previous  thereto,  you  will  give  notice  to  those  Indians,  who  are 
desirous  of  disposing  of  their  cattle  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  to 
bring  them  together  at  some  convenient  place  or  places,  where  you  will  ex- 
amine them,  and  estimate  their  value.  Such  as  are  fit  for  beef  cattle,  you 
will  turn  over  to  the  commissary,  who  will  be  directed  to  receive  and  issue 
the  same.  The  others  you  will  dispose  of  to  the  best  advantage  for  the  pub- 
lic interest,  agreeably  to  the  original  instructions,  taking  care  to  give  all  re- 
quisite publicity  of  the  day,  place,  and  terms  of  sale,  so  that  as  much  com- 
petition [as  possible  may  be  created;  and,  by  selling  these  cattle  together 
in  larger  numbers,  greater  inducements  will  be  ofiered  for  purchasers  to  at- 
tend. 

The  valuation  of  the  cattle,  and  the  consequent  immediate  responsibility 
of  the  United  States  at  any  other  periods  but  these  when  the  emigrating 
parties  are  prepared  to  remove,  would  necessarily  lead  to  an  almost  entire 
loss  of  the  property.  The  beef  cattle  could  not  be  kept  and  used,  but  would 
be  sacrificed,  and  others,  or  perhaps  the  same,  purchased  at  exorbitant  prices; 
and  in  fact  the  prices  of  all  the  cattle  would  be  at  most  nominal,  if  they  were 
sold  from  day  to  day,  and  from  farm  to  farm,  throughout  the  nation.  The 
bidders  could  not  be  expected  to  attend,  and  great  loss  would  ensue.  The 
President  feels  much  solicitude  upon  this  subject,  and  your  particular  attention 
IS  requested  to  it.  All  that  will  answ^er  for  provisions  must  be  used  for  that 
purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  CASS. 

To  Colonel  John  W.  Byrne, 

Agent  for  estimating  the  value  of  the  cattle  of  the  Choctaws. 


War  Department,  May  17,  1832. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  .special  agent  to  superintend  the  removal 
of  the  Indians  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  who,  by  the  treaties  recently  con- 
cluded with  them,  have  stipulated  for  their  migration  to  the  country  beyond 
the  Mississippi. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a number  of  copies  of  the  instructions  prepared 
for  the  regulation  of  the  business  of  emigration,  and  to  these  I refer  you  for 
the  particular  details  of  your  duty. 

Your  own  personal  operations  will  commence  immediate^.  You  wdll 
see  the  Indians,  and  give  them  notice  that  the  Government  is  making  ar- 
rangements for  their  removal,  and  for  the  supply  of  the  various  articles  pro- 
mised them.  It  is  important  they  should  be  in  readiness,  so  as  not  to 
occasion  any  delay  when  the  proper  time  for  removal  comes;  as  the  expense 
would  not  only  be  greatly  enhanced  thereby,  but  they  might  be  unable  to 
reach  their  new  residence  before  the  commencement  of  the  winter.  It  is 
therefore  necessary  that  you  should  fully  explain  to  them  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions, and  see  that  nothing  is  neglected  which  could  postpone  their  departure. 
It  will  be  proper  for  you  to  have  interviews  with  their  principal  men,  and 
enter  into  every  explanation  which  circumstances  may  require. 

The  appropriations  have  not  yet  been  made.  Until  this  is  done,  no  per- 
sons will  be  appointed  to  aid  you;  nor,  indeed,  is  it  considered  necessary. 
The  first  object  is  to  prepare  the  Indians  for  the  movement,  and  this  will 
best  be  effected  by  your  personal  efforts  in  the  mode  pointed  out. 
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As  soon  as  you  have  completed  a tour  to  the  several  bands,  you  will  re- 
port to  the  department  ^ projet  for  the  operations  of  the  season,  keeping  in 
view  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  printed  instructions  sent  to  you.  You 
will  state  the  number  and  duties  of  the  persons  you  propose  to  employ,  and 
you  will  suggest  the  names  of  such  as  you  think  proper  to  be  employed. 
The  compensation  fixed  for  your  own  duties  and  theirs  you  will  find  in  the 
instructions. 

I wish  you  to  state  the  route  which  you  think  should  be  taken,  the  num- 
ber of  parties  which  should  move  separately,  the  time  they  ought  to  assem- 
ble, the  mode  of  supplying,  and  any  other  ideas  which  occur  to  you,  by 
which  the  Government  will  be  enabled  to  direct,  in  the  best  manner,  the 
general  operations. 

Economy  in  all  the  arrangements  and  disbursements  is  indispensable, 
and  a strict  attention  will  be  required  to  the  instructions. 

One  or  more  officers  of  the  army  will  be  ordered  to  assist  you  in  the  exe- 
cution of  this  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  CASS. 

To  James  B.  Gardiner,  Esq., 

near  Lebanon^  Ohio. 


Extract  of  a letter^  dated  June  24M,  1S32,  to 

Messrs.  Jeremiah  McLene,  0/^20, 1 ^ . j. .. 

’ ^ Jippraisers  of  the  proper- 

ty  of  the  Ohio  Indians. 


W.  H.  Woodward,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Benjamin  Brig&s,  Newark,  Ohio, 


“ You  will  prepare  an  inventory  exhibiting  all  these  articles,  together 
with  the  names  of  the  owners,  and  you  will  dispose  of  them  at  public  sale 
in  the  best  possible  manner.  The  necessary  previous  notices  must  be  given 
to  insure  fair  completion,  and  the  department  relies  upon  your  zeal  and  ex- 
ertions to  have  full  justice  done  to  the  Indians.  The  money  will  be  collect- 
ed by  you  and  paid  over  to  the  parties,  taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor, 
one  of  which,  together  with  the  inventory  and  account  of  sales,  5mu  will 
transmit  to  . this  department.  Should  any  of  the,  Indians  prefer  making 
private  bargains  with  individuals  for  the  sale  of  their  property,  you  will 
interfere  no  farther  than  to  see  that  a fair  price  is  given,  and  the  money 
actually  paid.’’ 

‘‘You  will  receive  five  dollars  a day,  to  include  your  services  and  expenses 
while  engaged  in  this  business,  to  be  paid  upon  your  certificate  of  honor, 
as  to  the  time  actually  spent  therein,  to  be  computed  from  the  time  you 
leave  home  till  you  return.  But  this  compensation  will  not,  under  any 
circumstances,  exceed  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars. 

“ Very  respectfully, 

“LEWIS  CASS.’^ 


War  Department,  July  2,  1832. 

SiRi  lifou  are  hereby  appointed  superintendent  for  the  removal  of  the 
ChoctawSb  Your  duties  will  be  confined  to  the  country  east  of  the  Missis- 
p pi;  and  specific  instructions  for  their  execution  will  be  given  to  you  by 


340 


C 512  ] 

the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  to  whom  your  communications 
will  be  addressed.  I enclose  a copy  of  the  regulations  which  have  been 
adopted  on  the  subject  of  Indian  emigration,  by  which  you  will  see  the 
general  nature  of  your  duties,  and  the  compensation  which  will  be  allowed 
to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  CASS. 

To  William  Armstrong, 

Nashville,  Tennessee, 


Extract  from  the  Secretary  of  War'^s  instructions  to  Colonel  James  B, 
Gardiner,  Superintendent  removal  Ohio  Indians. 

War  Department,  25,  1832. 

Sir:  In  the  execution  of  your  duties  as  special  agent  for  the  removal  of 
the  Indians  from  Ohio,  3^11  are  authorized  and  required  to  make  all  arrange- 
ments, of  every  nature,  that  ma}^  be  necessary  previous  to  their  removal 
on  their  journey,  and  until  their  settlement  in  their  new  homes  is  com- 
pleted. 

You  will  determine  the  quantity  and  kind  of  provisions  which  will  be 
required,  the  estimates  for  which  yon  will  forward  direct  to  the  Commis- 
sary General  of  Subsistence.  You  will  draw  requisitions  upon  the  disburs- 
ing agent  for  the  purchase  of  these  provisions,  the  mode  of  providing  which 
will  be  prescribed  by  the  Commissary  Department.  When  procured,  they 
will  be  distributed  by  the  conductors  and  their  assistants,  under  your  direc- 
tion and  upon  your  responsibiiit3^ 

You  will  also  make  the  estimates  for  the  expense  of  removing  the  Indians, 
and  draw  requisitions  upon  the  disbursing  agent  for  whatever  wagons  or 
other  things  may  be  wanted  for  this  purpose.  When  obtained  they  will  be 
used  as  you  may  direct,  under  the  supervision  of  the  conductors  and  their 
assistants. 

These  instructions  will  be  communicated  to  the  Acting  Commissary 
General,  who  will  direct  Lieutenant  Lane  to  dismiss  the  commissaries  and 
assistant  commissaries  he  may  have  engaged,  and  to  make  the  disbursements 
for  such  purposes  as  3mu  may  designate  in  conformity  with  them,  and  to 
consider  his  duty  as  confined  to  the  providing  such  articles  as  you  may  re- 
quire, at  such  depots  as  you  may  select. 

The  department  has  thought  proper  to  deviate  in  some  respects  from  the 
printed  regulations,  to  which  you  will  in  all  other  particulars  conform.  In 
consideration  of  the  lateness  of  the  season,  and  the  urgent  necessity  for  in- 
stant active  operations,  )mur  responsibility  is  greatly  augmented.  The 
Government  has  no  doubt  of  3mur  unremitting  attention  to  all  the  matters 
connected  with  the  removal  of  the  Indians  under  your  care. 

JOHN  ROBB, 
dieting  Secretary  of  War, 
To  Col.  James  B.  Gardiner,  Lebanon,  Ohio, 


Department  oe  War,  October  3,  1SS2. 

Sir:  Having  conversed  with  you  fully  upon  the  nature  of  your  duties  on 
7our  arrival  among  the  emigrating  Indians  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  under 
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the  direction  of  Colonel  Gardiner,  special  agent,  it  is  unnecessary  in  this 
communication  to  particularize. 

The  department,  entertaining  full  confidence  in  your  judgment  and  ability, 
Commits  the  whole  subject  to  your  discretion,  with  power  to  adopt  all  such 
measures  as,  in  your  opinion,  the  honor  of  the  Government  and  the  intere.‘«t 
of  the  Indians  may  require. 

You  will  keep  the  department  advised  of  your  operations. 

JOHN  ROBB,  Acting  Secretary  of  War, 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert,  Washington, 


* War  Department,  March  6,  1833. 

Sir:  In  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  in  the  treaties  concluded 
with  the  Pottawatamies  of  the  State  of  Indiana  during  the  last  season,  you  are 
hereby  appointed  superintendent  to  the  emigration  of  the  said  Indians.  The 
nature  of  your  duties,  and  the  mode  in  which  they  are  to  be  performed,  you 
will  find  distinctly  stated  in  the  printed  regulations  which  accompany  this 
letter.  Your  strict  attention  to  these  instructions  is  requested  and  expected. 
You  will  report  to,  and  correspond  with.  General  Gibson,  the  Commis- 
sary General  of  Subsistence.  Your  compensation  will  be  at  the  rate  of  two 
thousand  dollars  a year,  to  include  all  your  expenses  of  every  description, 
and  to  commence  on  the  day  you  leave  your  residence  to  enter  upon  the 
execution  of  these  duties. 

The  first  object  will  be  to  satisfy  the  Pottawatamies  respecting  the  situa- 
tion, the  nature  and  advantages  of  the  country  to  which  it  is  proposed  they 
shall  be  removed.  For  this  purpose,  you  will  take  a deputation,  not  exceed- 
ing seven,  of  the  principal  persons  of  the  tribe,  to  be  selected  by  them,  to- 
gether with  an  interpreter,  and  proceed  to  the  country  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. You  will  procure  for  them  horses,  saddles,  and  whatever  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  their  journey;  and,  whatever  remains  after  their  return,  you  will 
sell  to  the  best  advantage,  and  credit  the  United  States  with  the  proceeds. 

You  will,  in  the  first  place,  go  to  St.  Louis,  where  you  will  seek  an  inter- 
view with  General  Clark,  who  will  be  requested  to  give  you  such  informa- 
tion as  will  be  necessary  for  you.  He  is  well  acquainted  with  the  views  of 
the  Government  on  the  subject  of  the  location  of  the  Indians,  with  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  the  various  tribes  of  that  region,  and  with  the  extent  of, 
and  claims  upon  the  land  held  by  the  United  States  for  the  final  occupation 
of  the  Indians  who  may  desire  to  migrate.  From  St.  Louis  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  Fort  Gibson,  where,  it  is  presumed,  the  commissioners  for  adjusting 
unsettled  matters  with  the  Indians  will  be  found.  It  is  desirable  that  you 
will,  on  your  way  there,  examine  such  portions  of  the  country  as  General 
Clark  may  suppose  will  be  proper  for  the  Pottawatamies  to  occupy.  The 
commissioners  will  be  requested  to  select  a proper  place  for  their  residence — 
one  that  will  be  suitable  for,  and  acceptable  to  them.  It  will  be  proper,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  assign  about  half  a million  of  acres  for  their  use.  As 
the  Pottawatamies  are  a numerous  tribe,  and  as  it  is  desirable  that  they 
should  all  be  eventually  located  together,  this  tract  should  be  selected  where 
such  additions  may  be  made  as  future  emigration  may  require.  We  must 
look,  also,  to  the  emigration  of  the  Ottoways  and  Chippewas,  who  are  kin- 
dred tribes  of  the  Pottawatamies,  and  have  always  been  associated  with 
them.  ’Tis  best  that  they  should  be  consolidated  and  all  live  together. 
Alter  the  commissioners  have  selected  a country  for  them  which  may  be 


342 


[ 512  ] 

found  satisfactory  on  examination,  you  will  return,  and  remove  such  portion 
of  the  tribe  to  their  lands  this  season  as  may  be  prepared  to  go. 

Mr.  Rudolphus  Schoonover,  of  Salem,  Washington  county,  Indiana,  and 
Colonel  Lewis  H.  Sands^,  of  Greencastle,  Indiana,  have  been  appointed  your 
assistants.  The  nature  of  their  duties  and  their  compensation  will  be  found 
in  the  regulations  transmitted  to  you.  Their  pay  will  not  commence  until 
these  are  called  into  service  by  you,  and  you  will  take  care  and  not  require 
their  services  till  they  are  actually  needed.  Should  you  find  on  your  re- 
turn that  but  a very  small  part  of  the  Pottawatamies  are  prepared  to  go  this 
year,  it  will  be  better  to  suspend  your  proceedings,  and  not  encounter  a con- 
siderable expense  for  the  sake  of  a few  individuals.  In  that  event,  you  will 
notify  the  department  of  the  result,  and  your  employment  and  compensation 
will  be  discontinued  till  the  next  season.  If,  however,  the  number  who  are 
prepared  to  go  should  be  deemed  sufficient,  you  will  immediately  com- 
mence your  operations  for  collecting  and  removing  them  in  the  mode  point- 
ed out  in  the  instructions.  A commissary  will  be  appointed  by  the  Sub- 
sistence Department  to  aid  you,  as  soon  as  you  report  that  his  services  will 
be  wanted. 

For  the  expenditures  required  on  account  of  the  exploring  expedition, 
you  are  at  liberty  to  draw  a draft  for  a sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
dollars.  Your  draft  must  be  accompanied  by  a bond,  with  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  district  attorney  or  judge,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  dis- 
bursement and  accountability  of  the  money.  You  will  take  regular  vouchers, 
and  transmit  them  to  the  Treasur}’’  Department;  and  you  will  study  the 
strictest  economy  in  all  your  disbursements. 

Very,  &c., 

LEW.  CASS. 

To  Colonel  Abel  C.  Pepper. 


War  Department,  March  8,  1633. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  an  assistant  agent  to  aid  Colonel  Pepper, 
the  special  agent,  who  has  been  selected  to  superintend  the  removal  of  the 
Pottawatamies  in  Indiana.  Your  duties  and  compensation  you  will  find 
distinctly  stated  in  the  printed  regulations  concerning  the  removal  of  the 
Indians,  which  accompany  this  letter.  To  them  you  are  referred  for  further 
information;  and  your  strict  attention  is  requested  to  them  in  the  execu- 
tion of  your  duties.  Your  pay  will  not  commence  till  you  are  called  into 
service  by  Colonel  Pepper,  which  will  not  be  done  till  the  business  is  so  far 
advanced  as  to  render  your  services  necessary.  Should  they  not  be  found 
necessary,  you  will  not  be  called  upon. 

Very  respectfully, 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEW.  CASS. 

To  Lewis  H.  Sands,  Esq., 

Greencastle,  Indiana. 


gj®  Same  as  above.  To  Rudolphus  Schoonover,  Logansporf,  Indiana. 
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REGULATIONS  CONCERNING  THE  REMOVAL  OF  THE  INDIANS. 


f 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  in  the  business  of  removing  the  Indians, 
a constant  observation  of  the  accounts  and  reports  of  the  various  persons 
employed,  and  a consideration  of  the  information  which  has  reached  the 
department  from  other  quarters,  have  ted  to  the  conviction  that  a more  sys- 
tematic plan  of  operations  is  essential  to  the  economy  and  to  the  satisfactory 
progress  of  these  movements.  With  this  view  the  following  regulations 
are  adopted,  and  all  persons  employed  in  the  business  of  emigration  will  be 
held  responsible  for  a faithful  observance  of  them. 

I. — Directing  Department. 

All  the  subjects  connected  with  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  whether  they 
relate  to  subsistence,  transportation,  payments,  or  any  other  matter,  will  be 
committed  to  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  who  will  take  the 
necessary  measures  to  carry  into  effect  the  object  of  the  laws  and  treaties 
relating  to  this  business,  and  the  instructions  of  the  Government.  All  com- 
munications will  be  addressed  to  that  office  in  this  form: 

• 

Emigration  of  Indians, 

Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington  City. 

W.— Special  Agents. 

1.  A special  agent  will  be  appointed  to  superintend  the  removal  of  each 
tribe,  or  of  the  Indians  living  within  certain  specified  limits. 

2.  To  the  special  agent  will  be  committed  the  general  operations:  com- 
prehending the  duties  and  conduct  of  the  varions  persons  employed,  the 
preparatory  arrangements,  the  collections  of  the  Indians,  the  route,  the 
mode  of  travelling,  their  movement  and  subsistence,  and,  generally,  every 
thing  connected  with  this  object. 

3.  All  persons  appointed  by  the  Government  to  aid  in  the  business  of  re- 
moval, will  report  to,  and  receive  the  instructions  of,  the  special  agent,  and 
may  be  suspended  by  him  from  employment  for  causes  appearing  to  him  to 
be  just;  but  the  same  shall  be  immediately  forwarded  to  the  War  Department 
for  its  consideration  and  decision. 

4.  Each  special  agent  shall,  immediately  upon  entering  on  his  duties,  or 
whenever  thereafter  it  may  become  necessary  to  employ  assistants,  submit 
to  the  War  Department  the  names  of  the  persons  proposed  to  be  employed, 
the  nature  of  the  duties  to  be  assigned  to  them,  and  the  amount  of  the  com- 
pensation proposed  to  be  given.  No  persons  will  be  employed,  except 
temporarily  and  from  necessity,  without  the  previous  sanction  of  the  de- 
partment. 
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5.  The  special  agents  will  communicate  to  the  department  every  occur- 
rence, the  knowledge  of  which  can  be  useful.  They  will  make  weekly 
reports  of  their  progress  and  operations;  they  will  certify  the  quartely  ab- 
stracts of  the  disbursing  officers;  they  will  at  least  once  a quarter  transmit  a 
statement  of  the  names,  stations,  and  employment,  of  the  various  persons  in 
service,  and  the  business  they  have  performed  during  the  preceding  quarter. 
And  they  will,  from  time  to  lime,  furnish  the  disbursing  officers  with  ^such 
information  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  latter  to  prepare  and  forvvSrd 
the  requisite  estimates. 

III.  — Disbw'sements, 

1.  All  the  disbursements  required  for  the  various  objects  connected  with 
the  removal  of  the  Indians,  will  be  made  by  officers  of  the  army  who  will 
he  assigned  to  that  duty,  and  who  will  from  time  to  time  be  furnished  with 
funds  for  that  purpose. 

2.  These  officers  will  carry  into  effect  the  instructions  of  the  special 
agents,  so  far  as  the  same  are  in  conformity  with  the  general  authority  given 
by  these  regulations,  or  by  special  direction  from  the  War  Department. 

3.  Payments  for  all  services,  as  well  as  supplies,  will  be  made  by  these 
disbursing  officers,  and  duplicate  vouchers  will  in  all  cases  be  taken,  express- 
ing fully  the  nature  of  such  services  and  supplies,  and  whatever  may  be 
necessary  to  enable  the  accounting  officers  to  judge  of  the  propriety  and  rea- 
sonableness of  the  charge. 

4.  The  disbursing  officers  will  transmit  estimates  whenever  funds  are 
Ijequired,  showing  in  detail  the  application  it  is  intended  to  make  of  such 
funds,  together  with  a statement  of  the  amount,  if  any,  on  hand,  and  the 
payments  for  which  such  amount  is  required.  And  funds  will  be  furnished, 
either  by  remission  from  the  Treasury,  or  by  drafts  upon  the  War  Depart- 
ment, as  the  Commissary  General  may  judge  best;  but  no  drafts  shall  be 
drawn  by  any  officer  upon  the  Government,  unless  'previous  authority  for 
that  purpose  has  been  given. 

5.  All  accounts  and  vouchers  will  be  transmitted  immediately  after  the 
close  of  each  quarter,  and  abstracts  of  expenditures,  showing  the  application 
of  the  funds,  will  be  transmitted  at  the  expiration  of  every  month. 

IV.  — ^transportation. 

1.  The  route  and  mode  of  transportation  will  be  determined  by  the  spe- 
cial agent,  having  a just  regard  to  economy  and  the  health  and  eomfort  of 
the  Indians. 

2.  When  persons  or  families  agree  to  transport  themselves^  and  are  con- 
sidered capable  of  doing  so,  they  will  be  allowed  a just  commutation  there- 
for, which  will  be  fixed  by  the  Commissary  General  on  an  examination 
of  the  probable  expense.  And  to  those  emigrating  from  the  chartered 
limits  of  Georgia,  under  the  provision  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Cherokees  of  May  6,  1828,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  will  be  paid  in 
addition,  as  is  provided  thereby. 

3.  The  amount  necessary  to  be  advanced  to  such  persons  previous  to 
their  departure,  will  be  determined  by  the  Commissary  General,  and  will 
be  paid  when  they  are  upon  the  point  of  commencing  their  journey. 

4.  No  persons,  except  those  who  are  too  young  or  too  infirm  to  travel 
on  foot,  will  be  transported  in  wagons  or  upon  horses. 
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5.  The  amount  of  baggage  will  not  exceed  1,500  weight  for  every  fifty 
persons;  nor  will  any  wooden  furniture  or  heavy  utensils  be  carried.  The 
baggage  must  principally  consist  of  necessary  clothing,  bedding,  &c.,  light 
cooking  utensils,  and  a few  tools  for  agricultural  and  mechanic  purposes. 

6.  The  baggage  of  each  detachment  will  be  weighed,  and  a certificate 
thereof,  signed  by  some  respectable  person  employed,  will  be  transmitted 
with  the  accounts.  The  quantity  to  be  carried  in  each  wagon  must,  of 
course,  depend  upon  the  judgment  of  the  conductor  of  the  party,  who  will 
likewise  point  out  the  persons  whose  circumstances  require  they  should 
ride.  Only  one  wagon  shall  be  allowed  to  ever  fifty  persons  for  the  trans- 
portation of  themselves  and  baggage. 

7.  Where  the  route  is  by  water,  a contract  will  be  made,  if  the  same 
can  be  done  upon  reasonable  terms,  for  the  transportation  of  each  individual 
from  the  place  of  departure  to  the  place  of  destination,  or  for  as  much 
thereof  as  can  be  effected.  If  this  cannot  be  done,  it  will  then  be  proper 
to  charter  a boat  for  the  voyage  at  a fixed  rate.  And,  lastly,  should  either  of 
the  other  modes  be  found  unreasonable  or  impracticable,  then  a contract 
may  be  made  for  the  hire  of  a boat  by  the  day.  But  this  is  considered  the 
least  economical  plan,  and  therefore  not  to  be  resorted  to  till  the  others  fail. 

S.  Should  the  steamboats  owned  by  the  Government  not  be  wanted 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
and  be  found  suitable  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  Indians,  they  will 
be  employed  for  that  object,  and  the  preceding  article  will,  in  that  event,  be 
superseded  where  these  boats  may  be  used. 

9.  The  wagons  and  teams,  now  owned  by  the  United  States  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  will  be  employed  in  the  business  of  transportation;  but  no 
future  purchases  for  this  purpose  will  be  made.  It  is  better  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  hire  than  to  buy  the  means  of  transportation.  Wagons  will  hereafter 
be  hired  at  a fixed  rate  by  the  hundred,  if  convenient,  and  if  not,  by  the 
job;  and  where  neither  of  these  can  conveniently  be  done,  then  by  the  day, 
with  a previous  understanding  as  to  the  weight  and  persons  to  be  carried, 
and  the  daily  distance  to  be  travelled.  Where  forage  can  be  found  by  the 
owners,  the  contracts  v^^ill  be  so  made,  but,  where  it  cannot  be,  it  will  be 
supplied  by  the  United  States. 

The  United  States  will  not  be  responsible  for  any  accidents. 

10.  Forage  for  the  ^eams  will  be  purchased  in  the  manner  prescribed  for 
other  supplies,  and  will  be  issued  upon  returns  in  the  mode  pointed  out  for 
provisions.  The  quantity  will  be  the  same  as  is  directed  by  the  army  re- 
gulations. 

11.  Every  detachment  of  Indians  shall,  if  practicable,  be  conducted  by 
an  officer  of  the  army,  who  will  have  under  him  such  assistants  as  the  num- 
ber of  the  detachment  and  other  circumstances  may  require  to  be  appointed, 
as  is  before  provided. 

12.  Every  detachment, previously  to  their  departure, will  be  mustered;  and 
muster-rolls  exhibiting  the  names  of  the  heads  of  families, and  the  numbers  and 
ages  of  the  persons  composing  the  same,  distinguishing  their  sexes,  and 
naming  also  those  individuals  not  members  of  any  families,  will  be  made 
out,  and  certified  by  the  superintendent  upon  his  personal  examination,  one 
of  which  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  War  Department,  and  another  shall 
be  delivered  to  the  agent*  taking  charge  of  such  detachment  west  of  the 
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Mississippi:  and  a re-muslGr  shall  then  take  place,  and  any  changes  in  the 
detachment  shall  be  accounted  for  in  a column  of  remarks,  a copy  of  which 
shall  be  forwarded  to  the  War  Department. 

V. — Supplies, 

1.  It  is  desirable  that  all  the  important  supplies  should  be  procured  by 
contracts  upon  previous  public  notice  inviting  proposals;  and  this  rule  will 
be  adhered  to  where  there  are  not  strong  reasons  to  the  contrary.  And 
where  there  are,  they  will  be  reported  by  the  Commissary  General. 

2.  All  contracts,  not  immediately  executed  and  completed,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  dollars  in  value,  will  be  in  writing,  and  duplicates  thereof  will 
accompany  the  vouchers.  Adequate  security  for  the  faithfid  performance 
of  ajl  contracts  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars  in  value  will  be  required. 

3.  Special  instructions  will  be  given  by  the  Commissary  General  respect- 
ing the  provisions  required  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Indians  after  their  ar- 
rival in  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi.  These  will,  in  all  cases,  be 
procured  upon  contract,  to  be  based  upon  proposals  previously  issued. 

4.  Blankets  and  other  articles  required  by  treaty  stipulations  to  be 
delivered  to  the  Indians,  and  which  can  be  better  procured  in  the  principal 
commercial  cities  than  in  the  interior,  will  be  purchased  by  the  Commissa^ 
ry  General  in  the-  same  manner  as  the  army  clothing  is  purchased,  and  for- 
warded for  delivery  to  the  proper  agent.  None  but  the  Machinac  blankets, 
so  called,  will  be  procured  for  the  Indians.  These  are  much  better  suited  to 
their  wants  and  tastes  than  any  others.  Three  and  a half  points  must  weigh 
ten  pounds  per  pair,  three  points,  eight  pounds  per  pair;  and  two  and  a 
half  points,  six  and  a fourth  pounds  per  pair.  One-half  of  any  quantity 
should  be  three  and  a half  points,  one  quarter  three  points,  and  one  quarter 
two  and  a half  points.  Certificates  of  delivery,  witnessed  by  two  creditable 
persons,  will  in  all  cases  be  required  at  the  Treasury  Department. 

V I Provisions, 

1.  The  ration  will  consist  of  one  and  a quarter^  pound  of  fresh  beef  of 
fresh  pork,  or  of  three-quarters  of  a pound  of  salt  pork,  and  of  three-fourths 
of  a quart  of  corn  or  of  corn  meal,  or  of  one  pound  of  wheat  flour,  to  each  per- 
son, and  of  four  quarts  of  salt  for  every  one  hundred  persons. 

2.  Provisions  will  be  issued  in  steamboats  as  frequently  as  convenient,  to 
prevent  their  being  improvidently  used;  and  by  land  they  will  be  issued 
once  a week  or  oftener,  depending  upon  the  situation  of  the  party,  and  upon 
the  facility  of  reaching  points  where  provisions  may  be  deposited  or  pur- 
chased. On  land  routes,  it  will  be  proper  to  have  depots  of  provisions  at 
reasonable  distances,  unless  where  such  routes  are  through  the  settled  coun- 
try, affording  at  all  times,  and  at  reasonable  prices,  adequate  supply. 

3.  These  provisions  will  be  procured  either  by  contract,  as  already  pro- 
vided, or  by  purchase  in  open  market.  Except  in  a country  where  sup- 
plies are  abundant,  and  while  travelling,  the  former  mode  is  preferable. 

4.  It  is  recommended  that  contracts  be  previously  made  for  issuing  such 
quantities  of  provisions  as  may  be  wanted  at  proper  places  during  the  collec- 
tion of  the  Indians,  and  at  suitable  points  upon  the  route.  The  contractors 


* The  ration  of  fr®sh  beef  or  pork  changed  to  one  pound  for  the  year  1834. 
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to  be  At  every  expense  attending  the  delivery  and  distribution  of  the  pro- 
visions, and  the  issues  to  be  made  under  the  inspection  and  direction  of  the 
officer  having  charge  of  the  detachment;  and  none  to  be  issued  which  are 
not  examinecl  and  approved  by  him?  and  Weighed  or  measured  in  his  pre- 
sence. Under  such  an  arrangement,  however,  it  will  be  necessary  to  as- 
certain, previously  to  the  departure  of  any  detachment,  that  the  necessary 
provisions  are  ready,  and  to  provide  them  otherwise  when  there  is  a fail- 
ure, lest  the  Indians  might  suffer  where  provisions  could  not  be  procured. 

5.  Where  provisions  are  issued  by  contractors,  the  issues  will  be  made 
upon  provision  returns  to  be  drawn  by  the  officer  having  charge  of  the 
detachment,  which  detachment  will  be  divided,  for  their  more  convenient 
receipt,  as  he  may  think  proper.  He  will  abstract  the  whole  in  the  usual 
mode,  at  the  end  of  each  month,  o^  sooner  if  the  contract  relating  to  his 
detachment  is  fulfilled,  and  will  certify  that  he  saw  the  provisions  delivered; 
and  he  will  take  specia.l  care  that  the  issues*do  not  exceed  the  quantity  due 
by  the  muster-rolls.  These  abstracts  will  also  be  certified  by  some  other 
respectable  person  in  employment,  and  will,  together  with  the  contracts  and  ^ 
the  bills  of  parcels,  form  the  vouchers  of  delivery.  The  provision  returns 
will  be  transmitted  to  the  Commissary  General. 

6.  Where  the  provisions  are  not  issued  by  the  contractor,  but  by  the  offi- 
cer in  charge  of  the  detachment,  he  will  call  to  his  aid  some  respectable 
person  employed  in  the  business,  upon  whom  the  returns  will  be  drawn,  and 
who  will  take  immediate  charge  of  the  issues. 

7.  The  same  principles  will  in  like  manper  regulate  the  issues  to  the  In- 
dians during  the  first  year  after  their  arrival  at  the  places  of  their  perma- 
nent residence.  But  as  they  will  then  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  many 
of  those  temptations  which  now  assail  them,  suchfissues  may  be  made  at 
longer  intervals,  and  in  larger  quantities.  Cattle  or  hogs  may  . be  delivered, 
upon  just  estimates,  on  foot,  and  by  these  means  much  expense  will  be 
saved.  The  agent^  will  determine  whether  a just  regard  to  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  Indians  Requires  the  designation  of  more  than  one  place  at 
which  these  issues  shall  be  made. 

8.  The  year  within  which  subsistence  is  to  be  provided  will  commence  upon 
the  day  each  party  arrive  in  the  country  assigned  to  them.  Thet  agent  will 
immediately  report  to  the  department  the  arrival  of  every  party,  and  will 
at  the  same  time  transmit  any  explanations  rendered  necessary  by  any 
change  since  the  last  muster. 

9.  Families  or  individuals  detained  by  sickness  or  other  unavoidable 
causes,  and  unable  to  reach  their  destination  at  the  same  time  with  the  party 
to  which  they  belong,  will  be  allowed  to  draw  for  the  term  of  one  year 
after  the  termination  of  their  journey.  But  those  who  quit  their  party  un- 
necessarily, will  only  draw  as  long  as  such  party  draws. 

VIL — J3ppraisemmt  and  Payment  of  Property. 

1.  In  the  appraisement  of  property^,  the  appraisers  will  always  act  under 
oath;  and  improvements  will  be  estimated  by  the  real  fair  value  they  add 
to  the  land.  The  appraisement  returns  will  exhibit,  in  separate  colums,  the 
number  of  acres  cleared  and  under  fence;  tlie  value  of  the  improvement, 
whether  orchard,  meadow,  cornfield,  or  otherwise;  the  number,  extent  and 


* The  Indian  Agent. 
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description  of  the  buildings;  and  any  other  circumstance  having  a bearing 
upon  the  subject,  and  each  of  these  will  be  separately  valued. 

2.  Stock  will  in  like  manner  be  estimated  under  different  descriptive 
heads.  Where  it  can,  in  the  opinion  of  the  superintendent,  be  more  pro- 
fitably issued  as  provisions  to  the  Indians  than  sold,  it  will  be  delivered 
upon  an  estimate  to  an  issuing  officer  to  be  selected  for  that  purpose,  who 
will  receipt  therefor:  such  receipt  will  be  transmitted  to  the  Commissary 
General,  and  the  quantity  charged  to  such  officer,  who  shall  be  credited,  from 
time  to  time,  with  the  issues  as  these  are  made. 

3.  Whep  it  is  deemed  most  advisable  to  sell  such  stock,  the  same  shall 
be  advertised  and  disposed  of  at  public  sale  by  the  superintendent,  and  the 
amount  paid  over  to  the  disbursing  officers,  whose  receipt  shall  be  forwarded 
to  the  Commissary  General.  But  the  danger  of  losing  such  Indian  cattle  is 
so  great  that  they  will  not  be  received  till  the  superintendent  is  ready  to 
dispose  of  them,  at  which  time  they  Will  be  delivered  by  the  owners  at  a 
place  to  be  pointed  out. 

0 " 4.  To  prevent  re-valuing  cattle  or  other  frauds,  the  appraisers  will  pro- 
vide branding  irons,  the  letters  U.  S.  upon  them;  and  all  cattle,  at  the  time 
they  are  received  from  the  Indians,  shall  be  distinctly  branded  therewith. 

5.  Appraisement  returns  will  be  transmitted  to  the  dejjartment  from  time 
to  time  as  the  work  is  in  progress,  if  the  same  cannot  be  finished  within 
three  months,  and  at  the  end  thereof,  if  no  longer  time  is  required.  These 
returns  will  be  signed  by  the  appraisers,  and  countersigned  by  the  superin- 
tendent, and  duplicates  thereof  wjll  be  sent  at  the  same  lime  to  the  agent  of 
the  proper  tribe  west  of  the  JMississippi.  When  received  at  the  War  De- 
partment, they  will  be  examined,  and,  if  approved,  the  superintendent  will 
be  instructed  to  have  them  paid  before  the  emigration  of  the  persons,  if  the 
treaty  stipulations  require  such  payment.  If  not,  the  superintendent  will 
give  a certificate  in  each  case  corresponding  with  the  approved  return,  and 
numbered,  stating  particularly  the  person,  amount,  nature  of  the  claim,  &c., 
and  requesting  the  proper  officer  west  of  the  Mississippi,  on  the  presenta- 
tion of  such  certificate  by  the  person  named  therein,  and  by  no  other  per- 
son, to  pay  the  amount  thereof  to  him;  and  such  officer  shall,  if  he  has  re- 
ceived an  approval  of  the  return  from  the  War  Department,  and  if  such 
certificate  is  in  conformity  therewith,  pay  tiie  amount  to  the  owner.  The 
receipt  of  the  party  upon  such  certificate  in  the  latter  , case,  and  his  receipt 
referring  to  the  return  of  the  former,  will  be  required  as  vouchers  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts. 

6.  Where  the  Indians,  under  treaty  stipulations,  require  that  the  cattle 
received  from  them  east  of  the  Mississippi  should  be  replaced  by  others 
west  cf  that  river,  it  shall  be  so  expressed  in  the  certificate;  and  the  cattle 
received  shall  be  so  particular!}^  described,  that  the  purchasing  agent  may 
be  enabled  to  procure  others  of  similar  value.  But  this  will  not  be  done 
till  the  subject  has  been  approved  by  the  War  Department. 

Vin.  — Miscellaneous. 

1.  A journal  will  be  kept  by  the  conducting  officer  of  each  detachment, 
in  which  will  be  entered  a daily  memorandum  of  the  number  of  miles  tra- 
velled; of  the  impediments,  if  any,  which  prevented  a more  rapid  progress; 
of  the  time  of  marching  and  @f  encampment,  if  by  land;  and,  generally,  of 
such  occurrences  as  may  best  enable  the  Government  to  form  a judgment  of 
^ the  mode  in  which  the  business  lias  been  done. 


2.  No  horses  will  be  purchased  or  supplied  by  the  United  States  for  the 
tise  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  this  business,  but  the  compensation  allowed 
them  will  be  in  full  for  all  services  and  expenses  ef  every  nature  and  de- 
scription, excepting,  while  such  persons  accompany  a detachment  of  Indians, 
their  actual  transportation  and  subsistence  will  be  paid,  and  ten  cents  per 
mile,  computing  by  the  nearest  rodte,  will  be  allowed  for  their  return. 
But  this  article  will  not  extend  to  expresses. 

3.  In  the  collection  of  the  Indians,  special  care  will  be  taken  that  suffi- 
cient previous  notice  is  given,  and  a day  and  place  of  meeting  assigned;  and 
in  this  their  wishes  and  opinions  will  be  consulted,  so  as  to  allow  them 
ample  time  to  make  all  their  arrangements;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  they 
will  be  reminded  of  the  necessity  of  punctuality.  No  provisions  will  be 
issued  till  the  arrival  of  the  day  which  has  been  fixed,  and  on  that  day  the 
journal  of  occurrences  will  be  commenced;  Every  exertion  will  be  used  to 
set  out  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible.  Two  weeks,  if  necessary,  Will  be 
allowed  for  them  to  collect  after  the  day  fixed,  but  no  longer  unless  some 
unforeseen  accident  happens. 

4.  The  Commissary  General  will  prepare  the  necessary  forms  to  render 
the  mode  of  doing  duty  under  these  regulations  uniform,  and  to  facilitate 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts;  and  these  forms  will  be  strictly  adhered  to. 

IX.— -Com paisa  Hon. 

The  following  will  be  the  compensation  allowed,  and  will  be  in  full  of  all 
expenses  and  services  whatever. 

It  is  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  persons  engaged  in  this  duty  will 
travel  from  place  to  place,  wherever  required,  finding  their  own  horses  and 
bearing  all  their  expenses,  with  the  single  exception  stated  in  the  2d  article 
of  the  Sth  section,  when  they  are  ordered  to  accompany  a detachment  of 
Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

A special  agent  two  thousand  dollars. 

An  assistant  agent,  to  aid  the  special  agent  in  the  discharge  of  the  more 
important  duties  connected  with  emigration,  four  dollars  a day. 

An  enrolling  agent  four  dollars  per  day. 

An  appraiser  three  dollars  per  day. 

A conductor  of  Indians,  where  an  officer  of  the  army  is  not  present,  four 
dollars  per  day. 

An  assistant  conductor  three  dollars  per  day. 

.An  interpreter  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  day. 

Persons  employed  in  collecting  Indians,  taking  charge  of  teams,  and  other 
duties  of  a similar  nature,  will  not  be  allowed  more  than  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  day,  to  include  their  expenses;  and  laborers  will  be  employed 
agreeably  to  the  custom  of  the  place  where  their  services  are  wanted. 

Principal  disbursing  officers,  pay  and  emoluments  of  a quartermaster. 
Gther  disbursing  officers  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  an  assistant  quartermas- 
ter. 

LEW.  CASS. 

Department  op  War,  May  15,  1S33.  * 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  May  15,  1S30. 

The  following  forms  have  been  prepared  i'n  pursuance  of  the  4th  article 
of  section  VIIL  of  the  foregoing  regulations;  and  will  be  observed  by  the  dis- 
bursino”  officers  and  others  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

' W' 

FORMS  OF  ACCOUNTS,  &C. 

Quarterly, 


1.  Account  current. 

2.  Return  of  provisions  and  forage. 


.3. 

Do. 

property. 

4. 

Abstract  of  disbursements  on  account  of  subsistence. 

5. 

Do. 

do.  do. 

transportation. 

6. 

Do. 

do.  do. 

contingeneies. 

7. 

Do. 

provision  issued. 

8. 

Do. 

forage  do. 

9; 

Provision  return  on  the  contractor. 

10. 

F orage 

do.  do. 

11. 

Estimate  of  funds. 

12.  Baggage  certificate. 

1 3.  Quarterly  statement  of  agents. 

14.  Bill  of  parcels. 

Monthly. 

15.  Abstract  of  disbursements  for  subsistence. 

16.  Da.  do.  transportation. 

17.  Do.  do.  contingencies. 

IS.  Appraisement  return,  to  be  rendered  according  to  article  5 of  seC'^ 
tion  VI I. 

19.  Muster-roll,  ta  ba  rendered  according  to  article  12  of  section  IV. 


In  addition  to  tlie  above,  the  following  papers  will  be  required;  but  as  to' 
the  forms  of  which  the  agents  and  others  will  be  governed  by  their  own 
views: 


Weekly  report.  See  article  5,  section 
Estimation  of  stock,  2, 

Certificate  of  claim.  5, 

Jouriial  of  occurrences.  ‘‘  1, 


V. 

VIL 

VIL 

VIII. 


GEO.  GIBSON,  a.  G.  Si 


I 


351 


C 512  ] 


*lsi 


o 


s: 

.«o 

;s 

<o  , 
"5S 

C CO 

a 00 


?3 

o 

<o 

SL 

•S-« 

5S 

QJ 

ts 


< ^ 

;s 

*ts» 

s; 

I: 

3 

<;j 


«u 

■*K» 

I 


P 


Return  of  provisions  and  forage  received  hy  and  issued  to  the  removing  Indians,  at 

in  the  quarter  ending  the  day  of  1S8  . 
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I certify,  on  honor;  that  the  above  return  is  correct 


Return  of  property  received  and  issued  by  ^gent  in  the  removal 

and  subsistence  of  Indians,  in  the  quarter  ending  183 
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I hereby  certify,  on  honor,  that  the  aboTe  return  is  correct. 

Signed, 

Fill  up  the  property  list  alphabetically.  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  Indians. 


[ 512  ] 354 


I certify,  on  honor,  that  the  above  abstract  is  just  and  true. 

Note. — When  any  charge  is  made  for  which  there  is  no  head,  to  wit,  for  transportation  of  subsistence,  it  may  be  described 
in  the  space  for  remarks. 

* See  article  5 of  section  II. 


t^bstrc^i  of  disbursements  for  transportation  by.  agent  of  the  United  States  fm'^ 
the^.removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians^  in  the  quarter  ending  the  day  of  183  . 


355 


♦ See  article  5 of  section  II. 


Abstract  of  disbursements  for  contimrencies  by  Agent  of  the  United  States  for  the 

removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians^  for  the  quarter  ending  the  day  of  183  , 
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I certify,  on  honor,  that  the  above  abstract  is  just  and  true. 


Mslract  of  provisions'^  issued  by  to  Ihe  removing  Indians,  at  the  in  the  quarter 

ending  day  of  . 183  . 
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I certify,  on  honor,  that  the  above-mentioned  provisions  were  issued  to  the  Indians  as  above  stated. 

* See  article  5 of  section  VL 
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I certifvr  on  honor,  that  the  above-mentioned  forage  was  is^ned  as  stated. 


Provision  or  forage  return. 
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Estimate  of  funds  required  in  the  revnoval  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians  for  the  quarter  endin^ 

183  , with  the  application,  in  detail,  intended  to  be  made  of  them,  by 
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*See  article  4 of  section 
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Baggage  Certificate,'^ 

t hereby  certify  thdt  I have  seen  the  baggage  of  a company  of 
Indians  about  to  remove  west  of  the  Mississippi  tindet*  the  direction  of 

, weighed,  and  (hat  said  baggage  weighed  pounds^  and  did  not 

exceed  the  amount  allowed  by  the  regulations. 

Dated  1S3  , 

(Signed) 

• See  article  5 of  section  IVi 
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Quarterly  statement  of  agents*  and  others  employed  in  the  removal  and  sxihsistenee  of  the  ' IndianSy 

for  ike  quarter  ending  183  , by  , Special  *dg^nt 
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* See  article  5 of  section  II, 


:Tht  United  SlaieSf 
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Appraisement  return  of  . lands  and  impfovements,  by 
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tn 

rt  . 
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Total  value  of 
land  & buildings. 

e 

■g 

M ■ 

Value. 

No.  and  de- 
scription. 1 

• \ 

Land  cleared  and  under  fence. 

^ ■■ 

Value. 

I’otal 

acres. 

- 

Acres  of 
cornfield. 

1 

Acres  cf 
meadow. 

Acres  of 
orchard. 

Location, 

Names. 

•See  article  5 of  section  VII. 


Muster-roll  of  a company  of  Indians  about  to  emigrate  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  under  the 

direction  of 
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Remarks. 

l 

Total  number. 

> 

Females. 

*o 

d 

Males. 

Over  50. 

QQ 

<U 

TS 

Of  25 
and  un- 
der 50. 

' 

m 

.1 

•T3 

a 

0) 

Of  10 
and  un- 
der 25. 

a 

o 

m 

« 

OA 

Under 

10. 

ex 

na 

. i 
fe 

43 

OS 

5 

6 

cn 

Of 

Of  25 
and  un- 
der 50. 

at 

s 

Of  10 
and  un- 
der 25. 

Under 

10. 

Names  of  heads 

of  families. 

I certify  that  I have  examined  the  above  roll.  Signed,  Enrolling  %dgent. 

signed,  Special  Agent  and  Superintendent. 

Note. — The  numes  of  individuals  not  belonging  to  any  family  will  be  distinguished  by  an  (^)« 

•See  article  12  of  section  IV. 
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PART  iSECOND* 


LETTERS  FROM  AGENTS  AND  OTHERS. 


Head  Quarters  Seventh  Infantry, 

Cantonment  Gibson^  January  20,  1831. 

Sir:  I had  the  honor,  on  the  11th  instant,  to  receive  at  Fort  Smith  your 
letter  of  the  30th  of  November  last.  Lieutenant  Carter  received  your  in- 
structions to  repair  to  Red  river  on  the  13th  instant,  and  on  the  17th  instant 
I returned  to  this  post,  and  found  him  busily  engaged  in  preparing  his  papers 
to  close  his  accounts  in  the  Commissary  and  Quartermaster's  Department  at 
this  post,  and  to  turn  over  the  public  property  in  his  charge.  Lieutenant  J, 
R.  Stephenson  has  been  ordered  to  perform  the  duties  of  assistant  commis- 
sary at  this  post  during  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  Carter,  and  to  receive  and 
to  receipt  to  him  for  the  money  and  property  appertaining  to  this  depart- 
ment. 

Lieutenant  Carter  will  be  enabled  to  close  his  business  here  in  four  or  five 
days,  when  he  will  proceed  to  execute  the  duties  assigned  to  him.  I have 
advised  him  to  lose  no  time  (after  he  has  obtained  the  necessary  information) 
in  reporting  to  you,  and  recommended  him  to  remain  at  or  near  Washington, 
Hempstead  county,  until  he  hears  from  you. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ARBUCKLE, 

Colonel  Seventh  Infantry^  Commanding^ 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washington  City. 


Choctaw  Agency,  Jiugust  29,  1831. 

Sir:  T have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  that  I have  finished  the  work 
assigned  me  by  the  late  Secretary;  and  that  on  the  4th  of  next  month  a 
meeting  of  the  chiefs  will  take  place  here,  when  they  will  make  the  selection 
of  claims  where  they  overrun  the  classes  as  provided  in  the  treaty. 

We  have  taken  the  census  of  the  nation  as  correctly  as  I have  ever  seen 
done  in  the  States,  having  visited  almost  every  family  in  the  examination  of 
their  fields.  I shall  leave  this  on  the  Sth  of  September  for  Washington, 
with  the  books  complete,  from  which  I flatter  myself  much  valuable  infor- 
mation will  be  derived,  connected  with  the  obligations  of  the  Government 
growing  out  of  the  treaty. 

At  the  meeting  spoken  of,  the  head  men  will  express  their  wishes  as  to 
whom  they  want  to  be  their  agent  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  plan  for  their  removal  is  as  yet  unknown  to  them,  as  no  agent  for 
that  branch  of  duty  has  reached  this  side.  I deem  it  my  duty,  under  my 
instruction,  to  say  that  all  idea  of  cutting  a road  through  the  Mississippi 
swamp,  from  Yazoo  to  Point  Chitca,  must  be  abandoned  for  this  season, 
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owing  to  the  hUmfirous  and  astonishing  freshets  that  have  been,  and  are  no% 
breaking  over  this  country.  The  Ya2oo  is  higher  than  it  was  ever  known. 
IFrom  etery  inquiry  upon  the  subject,  the  road  crossing  at  Vicksburg  is  now 
thought  best  for  the  Indians  going  to  Red  river.  I regret  that  a part  of 
them  seem  determined  to  go  to  Arkansas  river.  After  completing  my  work 
I shall  be  enabled  to  form  a tolerably  correct  idea  of  the  number  that  will 
go  this  fall.  There  will  be  certainly  5,000,  if  the  arrangements  are  shown 
to  them  in  time,  on  this  side  the  Mississippi. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  high  regard, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Ws  ARMSTROxVG. 

1^0  Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  Pt^ar, 

The  agent  for  valuing  the  cattle  has  riot  feathed  here. 


NASftviLLE,  January  3,  1832. 

Hear  Sir:  I have  just  seen  a Memphis  new'spaper,  and  have  concluded 
to  enclose  you'  the  editor’s  remarks  on  the  weather,  as  a reason  for  my  stay- 
ing here,  which  really  astonishes  me  as  much  as  it  will  you.  I have  pre- 
vailed on  my  brother  William, to  go  to  Arkansas  with  me.  The  truth,  is  I 
preferred  confidential  company,  because  the  small  sized  notes,  in  the  propor- 
tion directed  by  your  letter,  makes  thri  money  quite  a bundle,  and  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  Mississippi  settling  about  the  swamps  makes  me  feel  the  risk 
greater  than  I thought  it  was  wheri  at  Washington.  You  see  a few  days  ago 
a set  of  villains  boarded,  while  aground,  the  steamboat  Favorite,  and  plun- 
dered and  burnt  her.  Two  Armstrongs  are  better  than  any  insurance  office. 
So  rest  satisfied  that  in  a few  days  all  will  be  delivered  safe.  There  has 
never  been  any  thing  like  the  season  thus  far'.  All  the  old  women  went  for 
a freshet  at  the  change  of  the  moon,  which  was  yesterday  at  9 p.  m.,  and  it 
is  now  as  dry  as  a powder-Zzorn;  so  much  for  weather-coc/l.?.  To-morrow 
we  are  off,  because  there  is  some  hopes  now  that  we  will  be  able  to  get  over 
the  Mississippi  by  the  time  we  get  to  Memphis.  If  we  can  get  across,  by 
the  15th  this  instant.  Captain  Brown  will  have  your  supplies.  Please  inform 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  substance  of  this  scrawl. 

I aril,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F".  W.  ARMSTRONG. 

To  General  Gibson. 


Little  Rock,  January  26,  1832. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  of  enclosing  Captain  Brown’s  receipt  for  thirty-five 
thousand  dollars,  in  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  21st  of  November 
last. 

I will  leave  here  for  Fort  Towson  on  to-morrow,  and  on  my  arrival  I 
will  comply  with  the  remaining  part  of  your  instructions,  by  paying  the  ba- 
lance of  the  funds  by  me  received  at  Nashville  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  ARMStRONG, 

Choctaw  vigent  West, 


To  General  Gib^oIT. 
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Extract  of  a letter  from  h\  JV,  Armstrong  to  the  Hon.  J.  H.  Eaton^  • 
Secretary  of  War.,  dated 

Choctaw  Agency,  July  1,  1831. 

‘‘The  chiefs  wish  to  know  if  any  one  has  been  appointed  to  value  their 
cattle.  I have  told  them  that,  in  all  probability,  it  is  now  in  progress:  at 
all  events,  that  their  agent  will  be  informed  by  the  time  of  the  annuity.  I 
have  conversed  with  Colonel  Folsom,  Generals  Gaines  and  Hoskin,  who 
have  returned  much  pleased.  They  think,  from  what  Hoskin  says  of  the 
swamp,  that  it  will  be  best  to  cross  the  river  some  distance  below  St.  He- 
lena; the  road  to  commence  not  far  from  Colonel  Leflore’s.  Indeed  an  idea 
is  expressed  that  steamboats  can  run  from  Leflore’s  down  the  Yazoo,  and 
up  to  the  point  of  landing  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  If  so,  would  it  not  be  well  to  look  to  it  as  the  cheapest  and 
most  expeditious  route?  At  all  events,  the  road,  should  boats  not  answer, 
will  have  to  cross  at  that  point.  I will  write  you  after  talking  with  Colonel 
Leflore  on  the  subject. 

Parties  of  Choctaws  say  they  would  go  themselves,  and  carry  all  their 
stock,  bearing  all  their  expenses,  if  the  Government  will  allow  them  pay  in 
proportion  to  the  number  taken  over  by  the  Government;  letting  them  draw 
bread-stuff  at  the  diflerent  depots,  and  charging  them  with  it,  to  be  deducted 
from  what  is  due  them  for  bearing  their  own  expenses  to  their  new  homes. 

If  a thousand  costs  the  United  States  so  much,  what  will  the  party  be  enti- 
tled to  consisting  of  a certain  number  ? They  will  expect  to  be  ferried  over 
the  Mississippi.  This  plan  would  certainly  take  off  many  families.  It  is 
for  the  consideration  of  the  department. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

“F.  W.  ARMSTRONG.” 

**  P.  S.  They  all  say  there  must  be  one  frost  before  they  take  the  Mis- 
sissippi swamp.” 


Rankin,  Mississippi,  July  9,  1S31. 

Dear  Sir:  I wrote  you  from  the  agency,  at  the  request  of  some  of  the 
chiefs  in  that  quarter,  expressing  a wish  that  the  Government  would  allow 
them  to  move  to  the  west  in  families  or  small  parties.  At  that  time,  it  ap- 
peared to  me  advisable;  but,  after  having  travelled  among  them, and  since  I 
have  heard  them  talk  about  their  political  views  for  this  head  man  against 
that  one,  I am  perfectly  sure  that  the  proper  plan  will  be  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  require  them  to  go  over  the  river  under  the  protection  of  the  per- 
sons appointed  for  that  purpose;  and,  if  they  do  not,  they  will  of  course  have 
to  bear  their  own  expenses. 

Should  they  be  allowed,  as  suggested  in  my  former  letter,  (which  I regret 
having  written,)  to  go  in  parties  of  their  own,  the  effect  will  be  to  create 
great  party  work  among  them.  Every  leading  man  will  try  to  take  over 
his  followers,  so  as  to  be  under  no  obligations  to  any  one  but  himself.  The 
chiefs  who  made  the  treaty  are  laboring  under  a good  deal  of  displeasure 
from  many,  for  having  made  the  treaty.  They  think  by  taking  them  over 
kindly,  and  patting  them  on  a better  country,  they  will  become  pleased, 
and  that  the  late  confidence  will  be  again  established.  I find  the  census 
business  very  difficult. 
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The  chiefs  having  caused  returns  to  be  made  with  a view  to  the  relin-^ 
quishments  which  are  in  the  office  at  the  agency,  showing  the  precise  num- 
ber of  acres  given  each;  and  seeing,  as  they  now  do,  that  they  will  fall  far 
short  when  compared  with  the  true  returns  now  making,  they  feel  mortified, 
and  say  it  will  be  hard  to  satisfy  the  common  Indian. 

It  is  due  to  them  for  me  to  state  that  they  received  their  returns  from 
their  captains,  who  got  them  from  each  warrior. 

Every  thing,  therefore,  depended  on  what  the  individual  said  of  the  size  of 
his  own  field;  and  they  know  nothing  of  acres,  and  think  a small  patch 
quite  a cornfield. 

Colonel  Leflore  regrets  that  the  Government  did  not  give  instructions  ear- 
lier on  this  subject.  The  farmers  in  his  neighborhood  have  held  out  in  mea- 
surement, because  he  knew  their  fields,  and  would  not  allow  error.  I take 
pleasure  in  saying  that  I have  found  him  very  zealous  in  aiding  the  views  of 
the  Government  in  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty.  He  is  certainly  a very 
important  man  in  this  business,  and  spares  no  labor  or  pains  to  do  good.  I 
have  conversed  with  him  on  the  subject  of  the  road.  He  thinks  that  Point 
Chica  or  Chilcot,  on  the  Mississippi,  will  be  the  proper  point:  indeed  every 
one  in  this  country  thinks  so. 

The  Yazoo  river  will  not  allow  boats  to  pass  at  that  season.  The  road, 
they  say,  ought  to  commence  on  the  Robertson  road , and  pass  by  or  near 
Leflore’s,  and  thence  to  the  east  bank  of  the  river  opposite  point  Chica.  It 
is  impossible  to  get  provisions  here.  You  cannot  get  flour,  corn,  or  bacon. 
Fresh  beef  is  now  the  staple  article,  with  the  aid  of  grass  for  horses.  Our 
party  are  well  as  yet,  and,  by  the  lime  I write  you  again,  we  may  be  able  to 
have  some  idea  of  where  we  will  finish. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG. 

To  Hon.  John  H.  Eaton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington  Citt,  t^pril  11,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  this  morning  returned  from  the  west;  and  have  now  the  honor 
of  enclosing  Lieutenant  Stephenson’s  receipt  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  the 
balance  of  the  fifty  thousand  received  by  me  under  your  instructions  at 
Nashville. 

This  will  exonerate  me  on  the  books  of  the  Auditor  for  the  entire  sum 
alluded  to. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  high  regard, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Choctaw  *^gent  West. 

To  General  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


Nashville,  July  12,  1832. 

Sir:  The  several  communications  from  the  War  Department,  enclosing 
me  the“ appointment  of  superintendent  for  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws, 
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together  with  the  instructions,  have  this  day  been  received.  I shall  leave 
by  the  15th  of  this  month  for  the  nation;  and  will,  agreeable  to  instructions, 
advise  your  department  of  every  thing  necessarily  connected  with  my  ap- 
pointment. Any  further  instructions  you  may  desire  to  make,  you  will 
please  address  to  my  brother,  Robert  Armstrong,  postmaster  at  this  place, 
who  will  perhaps  be  better  enabled  to  judge  at  what  place  such  communica- 
tion would  find  me. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Washington,  Ju/y  24,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  letter  of  Captain  D.  McClellan, 
sub-agent  for  the  Choctaws  west.  It  refers  to  the  cattle  due  the  Indians,  and 
shows  their  great  anxiety  to  get  them. 

Allow  me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  your  directing  Lieutenant  Stephen- 
son to  fill  the  certifi^cates  held  by  the  Red  river  Indians,  and  let  Lieutenant 
Rains  fill  those  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians  settled  on  the  Arkansas  river. 
The  certificates  are  complete,  describing  precisely  the  cattle  to  be  furnished, 
A receipt  taken  on  the  back  of  the  certificates,  that  the  number  and  kind  of 
cattle  has  been  received,  signed  by  the  owner,  will  be  a sufficient  voucher 
to  enable  the  lieutenants  to  abstract  them  proper  for  settlement. 

The  expenses  spoken  of  by  the  captain,  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  for  transportation  of  articles  furnished  the  Indians  under  treaty  sti- 
pulation, and  for  expenses  in  employing  teams,  &c.,  to  take  these  articles 
from  Fort  Smith  to  Red  river,  will  also  be  paid,  I presume,  by  your  disburs- 
ing officers  now  there. 

The  relinquished  lands  I have  estimated  for,  and  the  payments  will  take 
place  on  my  getting  west,  in  the  fall.  The  other  expenses  are,  I presume, 
properly  reported  to  you  for  your  action  on  the  same.  Under  these  views, 
I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  this  communication. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

To  General  G.  Gibson,  Choctaw  Jigmt  fVest, 

Commissary  Department, 


Topographical  Bure  ah,  August  24,  1832. 

Sir:  In  conversation  with  Major  Hook,  he  has  stated  to  me  that  it  would 
much  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  Subsistence  Department  at  this  moment, 
in  its  duties  of  removing  the  Indians,  to  obtain  the  services  of  an  officer  for 
about  two  months,  to  be  charged  with  some  moneyed  transactions  in  the  Che- 
rokee country;  and  finding  that  Lieutenant  Dancey,  now  on  topographical 
duty,  could  be  spared  for  that  period,  and  that  he  would  be  very  acceptable 
to  the  Subsistence  Department,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  approba- 
tion that  I may  be  authorized  to  order  Lieutenant  Dancey  to  report  to  the 
Subsistence  Department  for  the  duty  above  stated,  after  which  he  will  again 
report  to  this  bureau. 

Lieutenant  Dancey  is  a lieutenant  of  artillery  on  topographical  duty. 
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and  niy  opinion  Is,  that  1 have  not  the  power  to  order  him  to  report,  as  above 
stated,  without  your  approbation,  which  is  now  respectfully  solicited. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT,  LieuL  Col  T,  E. 

To  Major  General  A.  Macomb, 

Commander  in  Chief  United  States^  Army, 


Choctaw  Agency,  Auf^ust  21,  1832. 

Sir:  On  the  27th  of  this  month  the  annuity  will  be  paid  to  the  Indians 
of  Mushshulatubbe  and  Nituchache  districts.  I have  seen  the  principal 
chiefs  of  Mushshulatubbe  district,  and  requested  them  to  have  as  many 
of  the  Indians  as  possible  there,  that  a day  may  be  fixed  upon  for  their  as- 
sembling to  commence  their  journey.  1 wiW  endeavor  to  collect  them  at  as 
early  a day  as  practicable,  and,  when  the  time  is  agreed  upon  for  meeting, 
they  shall  be  enrolled  and  vaccinated  with  as  great  despatch  as  possible.  1 
can  assure  the  department,  from  the  day  the  Indians  assemble,  they  shall  be 
conveyed  to  the  Mississippi  upon  the  most  economical  andspeedyplan,  having 
a proper  regard  for  the  comfort  of  the  Indians.  After  the  annuity,  I will 
advise  the  department  of  the  general  plan  of  moving,  and  every  thing  con- 
nected with  the  moving. 

Captain  Page,  principal  disbursing  officer,  is  here;  also,  Mr.  Wm.  S.  Col- 
quhoun.  In  conformity  with  article  4th,  section  IL,  I submit  to  the  depart- 
ment the  names  of  Thomas  Irwin,  Philip  Campbell,  and  Robert  B.  Turner. 
I have  taken  Mr.  Irwin  into  service,  commencing  on  the  20th  of  this  month, 
and  have  ordered  him  to  chief  Niluchache’s  district  to  endeavor  to  have  as 
many  of  the  Indians  at  the  annuity  as  possible,  on  the  27th,  at  which  place 
I propose  to  meet  them.  The  other  two,  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Turner,  will 
await  the  confirmation  of  the  department.  Those  three  are  proposed  as  as- 
sistants, at  four  dollars  per  day,  and  I w’ould  respectfully  ask  the  action  of 
the  department  as  early  as  practicable  on  this  subject.  Mr.  Colquhqun  will 
proceed  to  Leflore’s  district  to  know  at  what  time  they  will  be  ready  to 
♦emigrate.  After  I have  made  the  arrangements  in  the  before-mentioned  dis- 
tricts, I will  join  him,  and  give  him  such  assistance  as  may  be  necessary  in 
getting  off  Leflore’s  party. 

There  is  yet  some  cattle  to  be  valued  amongst  the  emigrating  Indians — 
principally  those  that  wish  to  receive  cattle  west  of  the  river  for  those  here. 
I have  examined  Mr.  Byrne’s  instructions,  and  would  be  glad  to  have  more 
fully  the  views  of  the  department  on  this  subject.  I do  not  find  in  the 
printed  regulations  any  allowance  made  for  horses  that  may  be  rode  or  driven 
by  the  Indians.  I would  be  glad  to  be  informed,  as  they  have  made  appli- 
cation to  me.  Last  year  they  say  a gallon  of  corn  per  day  was  allowed  to 
each  Indian  horse.  I will  by  next  mail  inform  the  department  at  what  lime 
the  first  party  of  Indians  will  probably  be  at  Memphis,  and  also,  as  directed, 
advise  Mr.  Shreeve.  I cannot,  as  will  be  perceived  from  this  letter,  tell  at 
what  time  the  Indians  will  assemble;  but  I hope  to  get  additional  information 
by  the  time  above-mentioned,  as  near  as  practicable,  the  time  we  will  arrive 
at  the  Mississippi  and  the  points.  I know  no  time  should  be  lost  in  advising 
Captain  Shreeve  on  the  subject. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  A. 
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Choctaw  Agency,  August  24,  1832. 

Sir:  From  the  best  information  I can  obtain,  I feel  assured  the  Indians 
that  will  convene  on  the  27th  for  the  annuity  will  fix  upon  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber for  assembling  to  emigrate:  two  districts  will  be  paid  upon  that  day, 
Mushshulatubbe  and  Nituehache.  I therefore  will  arrive  at  Memphis 
and  Vicksburg  about  the  25th  October.  From  the  locality  of  the  districts, 
Mushshulatubbe’s  Indians  will  all  go  to  Memphis,  and  Nituchache’s 
and  Leflore’s  must  go  to  Vicksburg.  I do  not  know  the  route  that  F. 
W.  Armstrong  will  take  from  the  Mississippi.  I have  advised  him  at  Nash- 
ville to  examine  the  road  opposite  Memphis,  and,  as  the  season  has  been 
unusually  dry,  I entertain  great  hopes  that  the  Indians  will  proceed  imme- 
diately on.  I also  requested  him,  after  making  his  arrangements  west,  to 
come  on  through  the  Chickasaw  nation,  on  the  route  to  this  place,  and  meet 
and  aid  us  on;  and  that,  with  the  last  party,.  I would  go  on  west,  and  assist 
him.  I will  advise  Captain  Shreeve,  this  day,  that  I will  be  at  Memphis 
about  the  25th  of  October.  I would,  however,  state  to  the  department,  that, 
if  they  would  instruct  Captain  Shreeve  to  be  ready,  that  perhaps  it  would  be 
better  for  me  to  send  for  him  at  the  time  he  will  be  wanted.  I understand 
the  boats  are  all  engaged  between  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  and  the  mouth  of 
Cumberland:  an  agent  could  reach  him  in  about  seven  or  eight  days:  on 
this, event  I would  have  to  be  advised.”  Mr.  Cross  has  arrived  from  be- 
low, and,  after  consulting  with  him  and  Mr.  Colquhoun,  I have  determined 
to  send  Mr.  Cross  to  Leflore’s  district,  and  Mr.  Colquhoun  go  with  me  to 
the  annuity.  I have  determined  to  place  the  three  assistants,  Mr.  Cross, 
Mr.  Colquhoun,  and  Mr.  Rector,  when  he  arrives,  one  in  each  district,  and 
send  them  on  with  the  first  parties  that  assemble;  making  each  party  about 
strong.  I think  about  eight  or  nine  thousand  will  emigrate 
this  fall.  Captain  Page  is  the  only  disbursing  oflicer  here.  Colonel  Ward 
the  agent,  will  pay  Leflore’s  annuity  about  the  10th  September,  at  which 
place  I will  join  Mr.  Cross.  So  soon  as  I can  possibly  give  a general  plan 
of  every  thing  connected  with  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  I will  do  so.  This 
however,  cannot  be  done  until  after  Leflore’s  annuity  is  p^id. 

After  exchanging  ideas  with  the  two  assistants  and  Captain  Page,  I feel 
every  assurance  that  the  department  will  be  satisfied  with  our  labors  this 
season. 


Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

rp  ^ WM.  ARMSTRONG. 

1 0 General  George  Gibson,  C,  G,  V. 


(flip  I should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  department  what  disposition  is  to 
be  made  of  such  Indians  as  choose  to  emigrate  without  the  aid  of  the 
Government,  and  how  they  are  to  receive  a voucher  to  enable  them  to 
draw  the  money  west. 


W.  A. 


f 


Nashvilxe,  August  30,  1832. 

Sir.  Since  writing  the  enclosed  letter,  I have  received  one  from  William 
Armstrong,  dated  at  the  agency,  which  induces  me  to  write  by  to-day’s  mail 
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to  Captain  Shreeve,  requesting  him  not  to  aet  upon  my  letters  until  after  he 
hears  from  the  department;  stating  to  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  boats 
will  he  wanting  in  all  the  month  of*"  October  at  Memphis, 

It  is  important  that  we  get  the  Virginia:  she  will  take  baggage,  &c.,  &c. 
high  up  the  Arkansas. 

I will  take  great  care  in  my  operations  west  to  get  on  without  difficulty. 
Although  the  2Sth  October  is  set  by  William  Armstrong  as  the  time  at  which 
he  will  be  at  the  river,  still  I think  that  we  will  get  there  sooner.  I have 
this  moment  learned  from  Colonel  Leflore’s  father-in-law  that  be  has  re- 
turned from  the  west  well  pleased,  and  reports  fine  crops  in  the  new 
country. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Choctaw  Agent  West. 

To  Major  J.  H.  Hook,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 


Nashville,  August  29,  1832. 

Sir:  I reached  here  last  night:  Wm.  Armstrong  has  been  gone  to  the  agen- 
cy several  days.  He  left  for  my  perusal  your  letter  of  the  28th  ult.,  and  a 
copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Shreeve  to  Gen.  Gratiot  in  answer  to  Gen.  Gib- 
son’s letter  on  the  subject  of  certain  steamboats  belonging  to  the  public.  I 
presume  my  brother  has  written  you  in  accordance  with  your  instructions, 
and  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  the  boats  will  be  there.  I have,  notwithstand- 
ing,  thought  it  may  be  best  for  me  to  write  direct  to  Mr.  Shreeve,  inform- 
ing him  that  the  boats  will  be  wanting  about  the  5th  of  October  at  Memphis, 
with  a copy  of  your  letter.  I fear  that  there  will  not  be  time  for  the  order 
from  Washington  to  reach  him  so  as  to  enable  him  to  have  them  ready  when 
wanted.  Under  the  circumstances,  I have  thought  that,  should  he  even  be 
^without  your  order,  he  may  probably  direct  the  boats  to  be  in  readiness  at  that 

^^Should  it  become  necessary  to  send  Nail’s  party  to  Vicksburg,  a boat  will 
be,  in  that  event,  wanting  to  transport  them  up  to  the  old  Post  of  Arkansas. 
Steamboats  will  be  plenty  early  in  the  season.  I prefer  the  puffiic  boats  to 
chartering:  we  wull  have  as  little  to  do  with  them  as  possible.  On  the  5tli 
September  I will  be  at  the  agency.  By  that  time  Wm.  Armstrong  will  have 
ascertained  the  probable  number  of  Indians  that  will  emigrate  this  lall,  also: 
the  precise  point  on  the  Mississippi  at  which  they  will  embark  for  the  west 
bank.  This  information  is  all-important  as  a basis  for  me  to  act  upon  on  the 

'^^Accompanying  this  you  will  receive  a copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Shreeve. 

May  I forever  be  relieved  from  having  any  more  supposed  patronage— no- 
thing but  applications  for  appointments. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Choctaio  Agent  West. 


Major  J.  H.  Hook,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 
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Nashville,  Sept.  4,  1832. 

SiRi  By  the  last  mail  1 forwarded  to  the  department  copies  of  two  letters. 
The  one  to  Captain  Brown  will  put  you  in  possession  of  the  way  in  which  I 
will  commence  operating  with  him  on  the  west  side.  The  other  is  merely 
to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Speer  is  at  hand,  and  that  he  will  enter  on  his  duty, 
set  forth  in  my  letter  to  him. 

I am  detained  here  a few  days  longer  than  I expected,  by  the  President, 
who  intends  that  one  more  effort  shall  be  made  this, month  to  bring  about 
some  understanding  between  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  so  that  one  coun- 
try will  do  both  people.  This  letter  ought  to  have  been  with  the  copies 
herein  mentioned,  but  I omitted  it.  If  any  thing  should  prevent  the  disburs- 
ing officer  west  from  acting,  I should  prefer  to  know  who  is  to  be  placed  in 
that  situation.  I flatter  myself,  however,  that  no  change  will  take  place. 
Write  to  the  Choctaw  Agency. 

Duplicates  to  Memphis. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG,  C.  West, 

To  Gen.  G.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Letter  to  Captain  Brown^  (referred  to  in  preceding  letter,) 

Nashville,  Sept.  2,  1832. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  my  instructions  as  special  agent  for  the  removal 
tof  the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  impart  to  you 
fully  my  views  and  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  those  people.  For  the 
purpose  of  enabling  you  to  carry  promptly  into  effect  the  fiscal  operations 
connected  with  the  business  of  emigration,  I will  now  proceed  by  informing 
you  that  I will  be  at  the  Old  Agency  on  the  10th  inst.,  where  I am  to  meet 
the  superintendent  for  this  side;  at  which  time  he  is  to  inform  me  of  the 
precise  routes,  the  number  of  Indians  that  will  travel  each,  also  the  num- 
ber of  wagons,  &c.,  that  they  will  be  entitled  to  under  the  instructions, 
together  with  such  other  information  as  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  have 
as  a basis  for  our  operations  west,  before  we  can  act  definitely  in  mak- 
ing the  proper  arrangements  to  receive  the  Indians  on  the  Arkansas  side 
of  the  river,  and  to  remove  them  to  their  new  homes.  I will  be  glad 
to  receive  your  views  in  answer  to  this,  directed  to  Memphis,  where  I ex- 
pect to  be  in  this  month.  I have  seen,  with  pleasure,  your  arrangements  in 
reference  to  many  improvements  made  on  the  routes,  and  I feel  confident 
that  we  can  get  on  with  facility  and  ease  in  the  performance  of  our  various 
duties.  I well  know  that  much,  indeed,  depends  on  your  supplying  us 
promptly  with  the  means  for  rapid  marches  west;  and  it  will  afford  me  plea- 
sure to  receive  from  you  any  information  you  may  have  calculated  to  facili- 
tate my  branch  of  the  work  of  removal  and  emigration  of  the  Indians.  I 
wish  you  to  advise  me  particularly  of  the  difficulties,  if  any  there  be,  that  we 
may  likely  have  to  encounter  on  the  routes,  and  at  the  same  time  take  such 
measures  as,  in  your  judgment,  will  remove  them  by  the  time  we  get  there,  as 
it  is  all-important  that  we  should  reach  their  country  before  the  bad  weather 
sets  in,  such  as  you  had  to  encounter  last  season. 

My  impression  is  that  St.  Helena  will  be  the  point  for  the  reception  of 
all  the  Tombeckbee  Indians  via  Memphis;  and  that  the  southern  Indians  from 
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Leflore^s  and  Nail  s districts  will  embark  at  Vicksburg,  and  be  delivered  to 
us  at  the  post  of  Arkansas.  The  parties  will  then  meet  at  Mrs.  Black’s;  and 
those  intending  to  settle  below  Towson,  on  Red  river,  will  pass  your  old  route 
by  the  Rock,  the  other  to  Fort  Smith,  and  across  to  Bogges — all  of  which  you 
shall  be  immediately  advised  of  by  express  from  the  Old  Agency,  making 
upon  you,  at  the  same  time,  the  proper  requisitions  in  conformity  to  my  in- 
structions. 

Even  at  this  time  arrangements  may  be  made  with  safety  on  those  routes 
for  forage  to  a considerable  extent.  I know  that,  after  you  are  in  reception 
of  the  requisitions,  and  the  points  at  which  the  Indians  will  be  landed,  that 
every  thing  will  be  in  perfect  readiness  for  our  march. 

I am,  with  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG,  C.  Ji,  West 

To  Captain  J.  Brown. 


Choctaw  Agency,  Septembei'  1,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  now  the  honor  to  state  to  the  department  that  this  day 
arrived  from  the  old  Choctaw  trading-house,  on  the  Tombecbee,  distant  from 
here  about  seventy  miles,  where  the  annuity  was  paid  on  the  27th  to  Mush- 
shulatubbe  and  Nituchachee  district.  The  Indians  had,  by  some  mis- 
take, expected  the  annuity  to  be  paid  them  some  few  days  sooner;  and,  as 
I had  sent  out  the  assistant  agents  amongst  them,  to  have  as  many  on  the 
ground  as  possible,  the  number  present  was  unusually  large.”  I called  the 
chiefs  and  captains,  with  the  men  of  each  district,  together;  and,*  after  stating 
my  business  with  them,  and  giving  them  such  a talk  as  1 thought  necessary, 
desired  them  to  select  a day  to  rendezvous  for  the  purpose  of  emigrating 
west  of  the  Mississippi:  that,  on  the  day  by  them  selected,  I should  expect 
them  to  meet  without  fail.  Nituchache’s  district  fixed  upon  the  1st  day 
of  October,  to  assemble  at  what  is  called  Garland’s  old  field,  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  or  sixty  miles  from  Vicksburg.  In  their  district,  there  are 
two  parties — one  headed  by  Opi-a-hoo-mah,  the  chief  left  in  command  by 
Nituchache,  who  is  now  west  of  the  river;  and  the  other  led  by  Joel 
Nail.  There  will  be  about  fifteen  hundred  in  each  party.  Mushshula- 
tubbe’s  district,  after  holding  a council,  fixed  upon  the  3d  day  of  October 
for  assembling  at  the  old  council-house,  two  miles  from  the  agency.  This 
district  will  be  divided  between  Folsom  and  himself.  There  will  be  be- 
tween twenty  and  twenty-five  hundred  of  them.  I consider  it  extremely 
fortunate  that  we  all  met  at  the  annuity,  and  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  a 
great  saving  to  the  Government,  as  every  Indian  in  each  district  understands 
the  day  and  place  selected  for  assembling.  I feel  satisfied  that  we  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  those  two  districts,  as  all  the  Indians  appeared  well  pleased 
with  the  arrangement.  Having  seen  the  different  letters  to  Colonel  Ward, 
the  agent,  in  which  it  was  expected  that  perhaps  F.  W.  Armstrong  would 
be  present  at  the  annuity,  I took  the  liberty  of  assisting  the  Colonel.  There 
was  a number  of  claims  against  the  Indians  presented  by  white  men.  As 
this  is,  perhaps,  the  last  payment  that  will  be  made,  I have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  most,  if  not  all  the  claims  w’ere  fraudulent,  at  least  such  as 
should  not  be  paid  out  of  their  annuity;  and,  being  called  on  by  the  Indians 
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for  advice,  I recommended  them  to  pay  no  individual  debts  out  of  the  an- 
nuity, that  they  were  now  emigrating,  and  that  they  would  want  all  the 
goods  they  could  get.  This,  I know,  would  have  been  the  advice^of  the 
agent  west  had  he  been  present,  and  which  was  adopted.  On  the  14th,  the 
annuity  is  to  be  paid  in  Leflore’s  district.  Mr.  Cross  is  now  there,  where  I 
expect  to  meet  him;  after  which  I will  give  a more  full  account  of  the  in- 
tended movement  in  that  district.  On  the  5th  of  this  month,  the  contracts 
are  to  be  let  out  here  for  supplying  rations  to  the  Indians,  and  corn  for  the 
teams.  I have  advertised  for  separate  contracts  on  each  route  to  Vicksburg 
and  Memphis,  reserving  the  right  of  rejecting  all  combination;  also,  reject- 
ing the  bid,  if  unreasonable.  I have  no  doubt  the  contracts  will  be  taken 
at  fair  prices.  I will,  however,  advise  the  department  immediately  of  the 
result  after  the  5th  instant.  Corn  is,  as  I mentioned,  unusually  scarce.  It 
will  cost  generally  one  dollar  per  bushel.  Beef  is  plenty  at  two  and  t>vo 
and  a half  cents.  The  wagons  and  teams  I will  be  able  to  engage  for  this 
district  at  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  and  found,  and  no  responsibility  for 
accidents.  The  teamsters  to  have  such  a ration  as  is  furnished  the  Indians, 
and  nothing  more;  to  meet  here  on  the  5th  October,  two  days  after  the 
assembling  of  the  Indians,  and  to  be  paid  three  dollars  for  every  twenty 
miles  returning,  and  find  themselves.  A few  of  the  wagons  will  have  to  go 
through  a part  of  the  district  previous  to  the  day  of  assembling,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  in  the  baggage,  but  the  number  will  be  few.  As  I have 
told  the  Indians  generally  that  they  must  pack  in  upon  their  ponies,  a few 
days  before  the  day  of  meeting  I will  start  out  the  assistants  through  the 
district,  with  a few  leading  half-breeds,  for  the  purpose  of  hurrying  the  In- 
dians in  by  the  time  appointed.  I consider  it  very  important  to  enlist  the 
good  feelings  of  some  of  the  most  influential  half-breeds;  and  I will  there- 
fore employ  them  for  a few  days  in  this  way.  The  number  of  Indians  that 
will  bear  their  own  expenses  west,  I am  inclined  to  think,  will  be  few  in 
the  two  districts  I have  seen.  It  will  be  very  difficult  to  keep  them  from 
occasionally  mixing  with  our  parties;  and  they  frequently,  as  I know,  have 
their  ponies  stolen  about  tlie  Mississippi  river,  and  are  very  awkwardly 
situated  without  an  interpreter,  or  some  agent  of  the  Government  to  aid 
them,  together  with  the  fact  that  their  pay  is  drawn  by  their  leaders  west, 
who  have  made  them  find  themselves  by  hunting,  and  the}^  are  detained,  in 
consequence,  at  least  four  months.  They  also  leave  ferriages  to  pay,  and 
make  accounts  with  the  whites.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  I hove  not 
encouraged  their  emigration  in  any  way  except  by  the  Government.  Some, 
however,  will  go:  and  1 would  respectfully  recommend  not  a greater  allow- 
ance than  last  year,  with  their  ferriages. 

I mentioned  before  the  Indians  were  detained  in  getting  the  annuity.  I 
‘found,  on  my  arrival,  they  v^ere  suffering  greatly  for  something  to  eat.  I 
informed  Mr.  Gaines  and  Colonel  Ward,  who  applied  to  me  to  furnish  them 
some  provisions,  that  I was  nut  authorized  to  issue  any  until  the  assembling 
of  the  Indians.  Messrs.  Glover  and  Gaines  agreed  to  furnish  them,  if  the 
Colonel  and  myself  would  state  the  facts  to  the  department.  I know  the 
great  facility  it  rendered  us  to  meet  between  four  and  five  thousand  Indians 
of  two  districts  together;  and  that,  ultimately,  it  must  be  a great  saving 
to  the  Government  in  getting  them  off.  I saw”  no  other  vvay  of  keeping 
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them  together,  sls  they  were  suffering  very  much:  1 therefore  submit  it  to 
the  department  to  say  if  it  shall  be  paid. 

Respectfully,  1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM,  ARMSTRONG. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C\  .G.  S., 

Washington. 


Choctaw  Agency,  September  6,  1832. 

Sir:  On  yesterday  the  contracts  were  offered  for  furnishing  the  emigrat- 
ing Indians  with  rations.  There  was  a general  combination  of  bids,  and 
there  being  no  responsible  one  at  a fair  price  I rejected  all,  and  have  deter- 
mined, after  advising  with  Captain  Page,  to  furnish  by  the  officers  of  the 
Government.  The  lowest  offer  for  corn  was  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  bushel,and  the  ration  at  eight  cents.  I had  but  little  confidence  in  the 
ability  of  the  bidders  to  supply  the  contract  without  advances  from  the 
Government;  and  as  I feel  assured  corn  will  not  cost  over  one  dollar,  and 
beef  two  and  a half  cents  at  most,  I fear  not  that  we  will  be  able  to  save 
money  for  the  Government. 

I have  a few  lines  from  Lieutenant  Bainbridge,  saying  that  he  had  noti- 
fied the  department  of  his  non-acceptance.  Lieutenant  Simonton  is  here 
with  Captain  Page.  If  Lieutenant  Montgomery  was  here  we  would  have 
one  officer  in  each  of  the  districts,  which  would  be  a sufficiency.  Mr.  Rector 
has  not  yet  arrived.  We  have  now  the  month  of  September  to  make  our  ar- 
rangements for  supplies;  and  I feel  well  assured  that,  after  we  shall  have  de- 
livered the  Indians  at  the  river,  the  department  will  be  well  satisfied. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Suhsiste?ice. 


Choctaw  Agency,  September  10,  1832. 

Sir:  The  time  is  approaching  that  makes  it  necessary  we  should  have 
funds.  I have  made  out  what  1 thought  would  be  the  expenses  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  two  districts,  and  gave  one  to  Captain  Page  for  the  district  he 
has  selected,  and  another  to  Lieutenant  Simonton  for  his  district.  Lieuten- 
ant Montgomery  has  not  yet  arrived:  his  estimate  will  be  the  same  as  Lieu- 
tenant Simonton’s;  and,  as  no  time  is  to  be  spared,  I would  respectfully  ask 
the  department  to  send  the  funds  necessary  for  him.  The  whole  amount  is 
$59,440,  which,  as  you  will  perceive,  is  making  an  allowance  of  one  gallon 
of  corn  per  day  to  each  Indian  pony.  I have  written  the  department  on 
this  subject,  and  hope  to  be  answered  in  time.  I have  put  down  the  ration 
at  seven  cents,  but  I hope  to  make  it  cost  the  Government  not  exceeding  six 
cents.  It  would  be  most  convenient  for  Lieutenants  Simonton  and  Mont- 
gomery to  have  their  funds  at  Natchez,  as  they  go  to  Vicksburg;  and  Cap- 
tain Page  at  Nashville,  as  he  goes  to  Memphis. 

We  are  making  every  effort  to  cross  the  Mississippi  as  early  as  possible 
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If  the  cholera  should  reach  the  western  country,  doubtless  it  will  be  at 
Memphis  and  Vicksburg. 

1 start  to-day  for  Leflore’s  district:  the  annuities,  as  I stated,  are  to  be 
paid  there  on  the  14th.  Any  funds  the  department  may  have  forwarded 
the  diflerent  officers,  of  course,  will  be  deducted  from  the  estimate  of  ^59,440 
for  all  the  emigration,  not  including  those  who  take  commutation.  Nothing 
is  mentioned  about  afibrding  medical  aid.  I would  be  glad  to  hear  from  the 
department  on  this  subject. 

Respectfully, 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence, 


Choctaw  Agency,  September  17,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  just  returned  from  the  line,  distant  eighty  miles  from  here, 
at  which  place  the  annuity  was  paid  in  Leflore’s  district.  On  my  arrival  in 
the  nation,  I discovered  the  difficulty  that  would  arise  if  the  Government 
gave  a commutation  to  the  Indians.  I now  know  it  to  be  a matter  of  specu- 
lation with  some  of  the  half-breeds  to  take  the  Indians  over,  and  subsist  by 
hunting;  and  indeed  I was  informed  by  a leader  of  a party  last  year  of  about 
three  hundred,  who  has  returned  here,  and  is  now  endeavoring  to  raise 
another  party,  that  he  had  sold  his  land  for  goods,  and  credited  them  to  the 
Indians  that  were  to  emigrate,  and  that  unless  he  got  their  certificate  he 
would  lose  his  pay.  I find  great  difficulty  in  getting  on  in  consequence  of 
the  idea  the  Indians  have  that  the  Government  will  allow  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  dollars.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  I have  stated  to  the  Indians 
that  the  Government  was  prepared  to  move  them,  agreeably  to  the  treaty, 
in  wagons  or  steamboats,  and  that  they  would  not  be  removed  in  any  other 
way.  I found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  adopt  this  course  after  consulting 
with  my  brother,  F.  W.  Armstrong,  who  was  present  with  me.  I would 
respectfully  ask  an  answer  from  the  department  as  early  as  practicable. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence, 


Agency,  September  17,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  informing  you  tha*t  I reached  here  this  morning 
from  Leflore’s  district,  to  which  place  Wm.  Armstrong  and  myself  went 
last  week.  I have  seen  his  letter  to  you  of  this  date,  and  agree  with  him 
in  his  views — the  importance  of  the  course  pursued  and  recommend  by 
him  in  reference  to  the  Indians  proposing  to  emigrate  on  their  own  re- 
sources— for  the  commutation  allowance  is  unequivocally  necessary  to  pro- 
tect  the  common  Indians  from  speculations  upon  them  by  leaders  of  their 
party. 
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I will  leave  here  to-morrow  for  Little  Rock,  via  Memphis,  with  all  the 
information  proper  for  me  to  commence  operations  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Mississippi.  I must  call  your  attention  to  our  cash  concerns  when  you  re- 
ceive this,  unless  Captain  Brown  has  the  money  already  in  his  hands  availa- 
ble. It  will  be  important  that  you  send  the  funds  intended  for  our  side 
direct  to  Little  Rock.  There  will  not  be  time  now  for  estimates  after  my 
getting  over  there,  nor  will  there  be  time  for  the  disbursing  officer  to  cash 
his  drafts  by  going  to  any  bank. 

Do  send  some  officer,  by  the  way  of  Nashville  and  Memphis,  with  the 
funds.  To  be  without  the  stuff  will  not  answer  for  a moment.  By  the  1st 
of  November,  or  as  soon  after  as  practicable,  say  by  the  10th,  I will  expect 
at  least  as  great  an  amount  as  is  estimated  for  the  east  side  of  the  river.  I 
hope,  however,  that  this  part  of  my  letter  may  prove  useless  by  the  funds 
being  there  now,  a portion  of  which  should  be  in  small  notes. 

Respectfull}'^, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG,  C.  W. 

To  General  G.  Gibson^ 


Choctaw  Agency,  September  18,  1832. 

Sir:  Accompanying  this  letter  you  will  receive  a copy  of  a letter  from 
the  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department  to  Mr.  Speer.  It  is  proper  now  for 
me  to  state  that,  in  ordering  him  into  service  when  in  Nashville,  of  which  I 
advised  you,  the  word  unofficial  at  the  top  of  the  letter  was  not  observed 
by  me.  On  reference  to  the  same  letter  to-day,  I for  the  first  time  noticed 
the  word  above  alluded  to.  If  the  caption  so  cautiously  marked,  had  been 
noticed  on  my  first  seeing  the  letter,  I would  not  have  felt  myself  autho- 
rized to  have  given  him  an  order  of  any  kind.  From  my  order  annexed  to 
the  copy  of  the  chief  clerk’s  letter,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  is  not  named  for  any 
particular  situation.  We  have  a sufficient  number  of  followers;  and  as  for 
the  west  bank,  I shall  have  none  to  appoint.  A confirmation  of  \hQ  precise 
appointment  described  in  my  order  to  Mr.  Speer  will  be  sufficient.  If 
the  interest  of  the  public  requires  his  continuance,  he  will  be  continued' be- 
yond the  river;  if  it  does  not,  I have  plainly  told  him  that  he  will  be  out  of 
service. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant,* 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG. 

To  General  Gibson,  C.  6?.  S. 


Letter  referred  to  in  preceding  letter. 

[UNOPEICIAL.] 

Department  op  War,  May  14,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  April  17th,  addressed  to  Mr. 
Blair,  and  by  him  referred  to  this  department,  I have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
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you  that  Major  Armstrong,  agent  for  the  Choctaws  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
has  been  instructed  to  employ  you  as  an  assistant  in  removing,  &c.,  so  soon 
as  he  is  prepared  to  commence  operations. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ROBB, 

Qhief  Clerk  JV.  D, 

To  Mr.  Nathan  A.  Speer, 

Nashville,  Tennessee, 


^ Choctaw  Agency,  September  IS,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  Major  Langham  has  this  mo- 
ment arrived  and  reported  himself,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  given 
him  by  me  before  leaving  Washington,  which  were  given  in  accordance  to 
the  wishes  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  He  will  leave  here  to-day  with  me 
for  Little  Rock,  and  will  be  engaged  as  an  assistant  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Colonel  Rector  has  not  yet  reached  here,  nor  have  we  heard  from  him. 
I will  be  at  Little  Rock  by  the  1st  of  October. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Superintendent  fVest. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S., 

W ashin^ton  City. 


Choctaw  Agency,  September  17,  1832. 

Sir:  I had  the  honor  of  addressing  the  department,  very  hastily,  imme- 
diately on  my  arrival  here  from  Leflore’s  annuity.  As  it  regards  a commu- 
tation to  be  given  to  the  Indians  to  move  themselves,  I beg  leave  to  refer 
the  department  to  my  last  communication  of  the  17th  instant.  I found  it 
almost  impossible  to  get  along  if  the  Indians  were  at  liberty  to  emigrate 
through  the  agents  of  the  Government,  or  go  by  themselves  as  they  pleased. 
They  were  changing  so  often,  it  was  impossible  to  know  how  many  wagons 
and  teams,  and  how  much  provision,  we  would  want.  The  great  difficulty  of 
keeping  them  from  mixing  with  our  Indians  on  the  way,  as  well  as  the  many 
frauds  that  were  intended  to  be  used  in  obtaining  the  certificates  after  they 
were  given,  by  leading  half  breeds  heading  a party,  and  hunting  and  delay- 
ing on  the  way,  after  their  arrival  west,  to  obtain  on  speculation  the  cer- 
tificate  of  the  Indian,  induced  me,  both  for  the  protection  of  the  common  In- 
dian as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  Government,  to  state  that,  in  my  opinion, 
no  commutation  would  be  given.  I hope  the  department  have  already  an- 
ticipated me,  and  determined  to  have  no  certificates  issued.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  give  them  to  the  Indians,  were  it  determined  on. 

Scattered  as  they  are  over  a large  extent  of  country,  if  one  individual  was 
ordered  to  do  it,  he  would  not  give  a certificate  unless  he  saw  the  party  that 
intended  to  emigrate,  and  it  would  become 'necessary  for  him  to  go  in  person 
to  the  Indian,  or  the  Indian  to  come  to  him.  I therefore  hope  the  depart- 
ment will  be  satisfied  with  the  course  I have  taken.  The  Indians  in  Le- 
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flore’s  district  will  assemble  on  the  1st  October:  from  twenty-five  hundred 
to  three  thousand  will  go  from  that  district  to  Vicksburg.  I left  Mr. 
Cross  making  such  arrangements  as  are  necessary,  but  will  return  again  in  a 
few  days.  We  now  want  a disbursing  officer.  I have  been  anxiously  look- 
ing for  Lieutenant  Montgomery,  as  it  is  intended  for  him  to  operate  in  that 
district.  I have  already  advised  the  department  of  the  location  of  Captain 
Page  and  Lieutenant  Simonlon.  We  can  do  very  well  with  a disbursing 
officer  for  each  district.  F.  W.  Armstrong  left  yesterday  for  the  west  side 
of  the  Mississippi,  with  an  estimate  of  the  number  that  would  emigrate  from 
each  district,  the  point  they  would  approach  the  river,  the  probable  time, 
and  every  other  information  necessary  to  enable  him  to  make  the  arrange- 
ments west  of  the  river.  I flatter  myself  we  have  every  thing  in  a proper 
train:  nothing  is  now  wanted  but  money,  which  I expect  by  Lieutenant  Si- 
monton  on  the  20th,  from  Nashville,  and  hope  Lieutenant  Montgomery 
will  be  on  by  that  time:  I am  getting  uneasy  for  fear  he  may  be  detained 
too  long.  If,  however,  he  should  not  arrive  in  time,  I will  remedy  it  with 
the  other  two  as  well  as  we  can^  Nothing  as  yet  has  been  heard  from  Mr. 
Rector.  Mr.  Speer  is  now  here,  and  has  been  directed  to  report  to  me  by 
the  agent  west.  From  the  letter  of  the  chief  clerk,  the  department  expected 
him  to  be  engaged  in  the  removal  of  the  Indians  west  of  the  river,  as  he 
would  be  unemployed  when  we  cross  over.  I will  give  him  a situation,  but 
will  expect  him  to  be  paid  for  his  services  by  the  officers  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river.  It  is  agreed  between  F.  W.  Armstrong  and  myself  that  the  as- 
sistants on  the  east  side  will  go  on,  (provided  they  have  done  their  duty,) 
knowing  as  we  do  that,  by  the  time  they  arrive  at  the  river,  they  will  be 
more  capable  of  assisting  than  new  hands:  therefore  the  same  parties  will 
proceed  on  as  they  are  arranged  here. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 

Superintendent  for  removal  and  subsistence  Choctaws. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Choctaw  Agency,  September  24,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  now  the  honor  to  state  to  the  department  the  arrival  of  Lieut. 
Montgomery  with  the  funds  that  were  deposited  to  his  credit  in  the 
United  States’  Bank  at  Nashville;  also,  Lieutenant  Simonton,  who  returned 
to  Nashville  for  the  funds  to  his  credit  in  the  same  bank,  and  the  amount 
likewise  deposited  to  the  credit  of  Captain  Page.  We  are  now  actively 
engaged  with  the  assistants  through  the  different  parts  of  the  nation,  and  by 
the  1st  of  October  I hope  the  Indians  will  be  punctual  in  attendance. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 

Superintendent  for  removal  and  subsistence  Choctaws. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Memphis,  September  2Q,  1832. 

Sir:  I arrived  in  this  place  last  evening  on  my  way  to  Little  Rock, 
where  I expect  to  be  on  the  last  day  of  this  month 
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I have  received  a letter  from  Captain  Brov^rn  in  answer  to  one  written 
from  Nashville,  a copy  of  which  I forwarded  to  your  department  for  your 
perusal.  I now  send  you  a copy  of  his  answer,  from  which  you  will  per- 
ceive that  Mr.  Fulton  is  in  charge  of  his  department.  My  object  in  getting 
over  so  early,  will  be  to  have  the  wagons  and  all  things  ready  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  Indians  west  of  the  river.  I fear  that  but  little  has  been 
done  in  the  way  of  roads,  &c.,  on  the  west  side. 

I will  know  on  my  arrival,  and  will  write  you  more  fully.  It  is  all  im- 
portant that  we  should  be  kept  in  funds:  unless  that  is  done,  we  must  be 
subject  to  combinations.  William  Armstrong  and  Captain  Page  have  com- 
pletely defeated  those  buzzards  hovering  over  the  public  expenditures,  by  the 
course  taken  by  them,  and  will  prove  a great  saving  to  the  United  States. 

Corn  here  will  be  forty  or  fifty  cents;  beef  about  two  and  a half.  In 
passing  through  the  Chickasaws  one  dollar  for  corn  will  be  given  for  a few 
days. 

After  getting  up  into  the  middle  of  Arkansas,  corn  crops  are  good:  about 
Helena  I learn  they  are  short.  From  present  appearances  Helena  will  be 
a prominent  point  of  landing.  Should  the  rivers  keep  low,  no  boats  can 
get  to  the  post;  and,  in  that  event,  nearly,  or  quite  all  the  Indians  must  land 
at  Helena. 

I presume  we  will  have  the  aid  of  two  boats  from  Captain  Shreeve:  I 
have  received  copies  of  his  orders  to  his  captains.  I presume  the  Engineer 
Department  can  give  you  all  the  information  wished  for  touching  the  boat 
service.  I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Superintendent  W.  M, 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 

Copy  of  the  letter  from  Captain  Brown  to  F,  W,  %^rmstrong. 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory, 

September  20,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  communication  dated  the  2d  instant,  is  just  at  hand,  and  I have 
only  time  to  say,  prior  to  the  close  of  the  mail,  that  whatever  has  been 
deemed  necessary  for  the  advancement  of  future  operations  in  the  re- 
moval of  Choctaws,  has  been  under  notice.  Such  as  required  sanction  from 
head  quarters  has  been  referred;  among  other  things  was  the  subject  of  roads, 
and  regret  that  authority  has  not  been  received  for  making  sundry  repairs. 

I suggested,  at  an  early  period  after  the  appropriation  of  the  ^520, 000 
made  for  reparing  the  road  from  St.  Francis  to  Little  Rock,  that  the  repairs 
be  commenced  early  ; that  that  portion  of  it  from  Mrs.  Black’s  to  this  place 
might  be  put  in  repair  in  time  to  meet  emigrating  movements;  but  as  yet 
nothing  is  done,  and  do  not  hear  that  any  preparations  are  making  to  meet 
that  object.  I leave  this  evening  for  New  Orleans:  during  my  absence  Dr. 
Fulton,  assistant  agent,  is  charged  with  the  duties  of  this  office. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Captain  United  States^  tdrmy. 

To  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Special  Agent  Choctaw  removal,  Memphis. 
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Letter  from  ColonelJ.  J.  Abert,  who  was  despatched  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment with  a view  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  J.  B.  Gardiner,  special 
agent  in  charge  of  the  Shawnee  and  other  Indians  emigrating  from  Ohio, 
and  to  hasten  their  removal. 

PiQUA,  Ohio,  October  12,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  I wrote  the  other  day  to  the  Secretary,  and  am  now  a horse- 
man and  in  full  chase  of  the  Indians — expect  to  overtake  them  at  Indianapo- 
lis. This  Gardiner,  from  all  accounts,  is  a very  weak  man:  swelled  like  a 
toad  with  his  appointment,  he  falls  into  all  kind  of  follies,  obstructs  and  bo^ 
thers  Lane  with  the  object  of  getting  rid  of  him.  This  is  what  I hear— the 
opinion  is  universal.  Lane  is  well  spoken  of  everywhere.  Gardiner  puffs 
and  swells,  and  calls  himself  <Uhe  Government,’^  to  whom  all  must  look  with 
awe.  His  name  is  a jest  upon  the  road.  His  follies  are  observed  by  every 
one,  and  he  has  made  himself  so  obnoxious  to  the  Indians,  that,  from  all  I 
can  hear,  if  he  don’t  look  out  he’ll  be  tumbled  over.  Says  the  President 
dare  not  dismiss  him,  and  all  such  kind  of  fooleries.  They  are  to  halt  some 
days  at  Indianapolis,  where  I shall  overtake  them,  and  where  my  botheration 
will  probably  begin.  But  I did  not  come  thus  far  for  nothing,  and  I’ll  have 
things  in  order  if  possible.  Your’s,  &c.,  &c., 

J.  J.  ABERT. 

To  General  G.  Gibson,  C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Choctaw  Agency,  Sept.  28,  1S32. 

Sir:  I start  for  the  rendezvous  in  Laflore’s  district  to-day,  to  meet  Mr. 
Byrne,  who  received  the  cattle  of  the  Indians  that  are  about  to  emigrate. 
The  time  is  approaching  so  near  that  I advertised  a sale  at  this  place  a few 
days  since,  and  followed  the  printed  instructions.  Colonel  Byrne  appraised 
the  cattle.  I turned  over  to  Captain  Page  thirty-two  head,  all  that  would  do 
for  beef,  and  sold  the  balance,  thirty-six  head  of  cows  and  calves,  for  cash, 
and  paid  over  to  Captain  Page.  Plis  receipt  of  mone}'',  and  estimate  of  the 
beef,  will  be  forwarded  in  a short  time.  Mr.  Byrne  proceeded  on  to  the 
southern  district.  I directed  Mr.  Colquhoun  to  act  as  my  agent,  and  pur- 
sue the  same  course,  and  pay  over  to  Lieutenant  Simonton.  To-morrow  I 
meet  Colonel  Byrne  in  the  remaining  district.  I intend  taking  every  thing 
that  will  make  iieef,  and  will  endeavor  to  have  as  little  loss  to  Government 
as  possible.  To  day  I expect  to  hear  from  the  department.  I would  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  directing  your  communications  to  the  care  of  my 
brother  Robert  Armstrong,  postmaster,  Nashville.  1 am  informed  that  let- 
ters frequently  come  through  Virginia  to  liuntsviile,  and  come  in  at  Flo- 
rence, and  are  much  longer  and  more  uncertain  in  getting  on  I will  return 
to  this  place  by  the  3d  of  October,  the  day  of  rendezvous  for  this  district. 
J have  not  heard  from  Dr.  Gwin.  I have  already  given  the  department 
my  views  about  the  impracticability  of  vaccinating  The  Choctaws:  the}''  are 
anxious  to  have  it  done  when  they  get  to  their  new  homes:  and  I would 
l espectfully  suggest  to  the  department  that  it  could  perhaps  be  better  carried 
into  effect  during  the  time  they  are  drawing  their  subsistence  for  the  year 
after  they  arrive  in  their  country,  than  any  other  time.  Tliey  will  then  be  in 
large  parties,  and  near  to  the  post  where  (he  army  physicians  are,  and  they 
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6an  pei^orm  the  operation.  I intend  having  for  each  district  a good  lot  of 
beef  cattle  on  the  hoof,  and  will  direct  purchases  to  be  made,  that  the  num- 
ber may  do  us  while  remaining  at  Vicksburg  and  Memphis,  so  that  we 
may  not  be  without,  and  be  forced  to  give  a high  price. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 

Removal  of  the  Choctaws. 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City^ 

N.  B.  1 have  not  heard  from  Colonel  Rector:  his  absence  confines  me  more 
in  this  district  than  I had  intended.  We  will  be  at  the  Mississippi  between 
S5th  and  last  of  October. 


Choctaw  Agency,  Oct,  5,  1832. 

Sir:  The  Indians  are  now  assembling  at  the  place  appointed  in  this  dis- 
trict, as  well  as  the  several  others  through  the  nation:  they  leave  their 
homes  with  some  reluctance;  and  as  they  have  been  so  much  indulged  here- 
tofore in  delaying  their  ov/n  time,  I find  it  somewhat  difficult  to  gather 
them  in.  They  have  however  been  distinctly  informed  that  the  time  for 
emigration  was  selected  by  themselves,  and  that  I should  not  delay  beyond 
a proper  time.  I have  fixed  to  take  up  the  march  on  the  12th  October,  so 
as  to  arrive  at  Memphis  with  this  party  in  all  the  month  of  October,  and 
pass  the  Mississippi. 

I have  returned  to-day  from  Leflore’s  district.  Mr.  Cross,  as  I inform- 
ed the  department,  is  the  principal  assistant,  and  every  thing  is  well  arranged 
there.  Mr.  Colquhoun  is  acting  in  the  southern  district,  and  I am  advised 
is  getting  in  readiness.  The  whole  emigration  will  be  at  the  Mississippi, 
(Vicksburg  and  Memphis)  in  all  this  month.  The  arrival  of  Colonel  Rector, 
on  yesterday,  had  determined  me  to  visit  Mr.  Colquhoun’s  rendezvous  once 
more  before  starting;  but  the  several  communications  from  the  department 
to-day,  particularly  the  one  on  the  subject  of.  the  steamboats,  have  deter- 
mined me  to  see  this  party  about  three  days  on  the  way,  and  make  a hard 
ride,  day  and  night,  to  Memphis.  I yet  expect,  from  the  communications  I 
have  received  from  Captain  Shreeve,  that  the  United  States’  boats  will  be 
used  in  transporting  the  Indians.  Indeed  I have  his  positive  order  to  the 
captain  of  the  Archimedes  and  Heliopolis,  placing  them  under  my  charge 
after  the  25th  October.  I agree,  however,  with  Captain  Delafield  that 
other  boats,  perhaps  better  adapted,  could  easily  have  been  engaged,  and  yet 
can.  As  the  expenses  will  be  a charge  to  the  Indian  emigration,  I would 
have  preferred  to  engage  others  at  first.  The  department,  however,  may 
have  no  fears  on  the  subject.  I will  give  myself  ample  time  to  procure 
other  boats,  provided  I find,  on  my  arrival  at  Memphis,  that  the  United 
States’  boats  are  not  at  my  disposal.  Colonel  Rector  has  been  detained  by 
severe  indisposition,  and  as  yet  barely  convalescent.  He  will,  however,  go 
with  the  Memphis  party.  Mr.  Campbell  is  with  Mr.  Cross,  and  Mr.  Tur- 
ner is  confined  by  severe  indisposition:  he  will,  I fear,  not  recover.  I will 
advise  the  department  of  our  movements  regularly  until  we  start.  I have 
to  request  that  the  department  will  address  their  communications  to  me 
49 
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through  my  brother,  R.  Armstrong,  P.  M.,  at  Nashville.  Yesterday  I re- 
ceived several  letters  from  the  department  that  should  have  been  received 
ten  days  since:  they  passed  in  the  large  mail  by,  and  were  re-mailed  and  re- 
turned from  Natchez.  I hope  no  delay  will  arise  in  having  funds  to  dis- 
charge the  teamsters  on  our  arrived  at  the  Mississippi.  I have  great  hopes 
that  we  will  be  able  to  cross  over  at  Memphis,  and  take  the  road  direct  on. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 
Superinendent  for  Choctaw  removal, 
Gen,  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Camp,  (two  miles  prom  the  agency,)  ISih  October, 1832, 

Sir:  I have  now  the  honor  of  informing  the  department  that  I have  or- 
ganized and  got  in  motion  the  emigrating  party  for  Red  river.  They  will 
go  on  to  another  rendezvous,  where  there  will  be  about  two  hundred — this 
party,  when  united,  will  be  about  seven  hundred — and  emigrate  to  Red 
river.  The  other  party  1 will  organize  to-morrow,  and  take  up  the  march, 
and  come  up  with  the  first  party  at  the  rendezvous  above.  The  whole  emi- 
gration will  be  2,000  from  this  district,  via  Memphis.  I have  had  great 
trouble  to  separate  the  parties,  and  place  those  that  desired  to  go  to  Red 
river  under  a captain  intending  to  emigrate  there,  and  those  that  desired  to 
goto  Arkansas  under  a captain  for  that  country.  But  for  this  precaution,  on 
our  arrival  at  Mrs.  Black^s,  within  thirty  miles  of  the  Rock , all  our  parties 
■would  have  been  to  reorganize,  as  there  the  Arkansas  party  will  take  up  the 
river,  and  the  other  party  cross  at  Little  Rock.  I have  had  great  difficul- 
ties to  encounter,  the  laws  of  Mississippi  being  extended  over  the  Choctaws, 
and  their  having  had  considerable  dealings  in  disposing  of  their  lands  and 
stock  of  different  kinds,  the  constables  and  sheriffs  were  on  the  ground. 
However,  I believe  I have  done  for  the  best.  I will  conduct  this  party,  in 
person,  about  fifty  miles,  when  I will  give  the  conducting  to  Colonel  Rector, 
who  is  now  able  to  take  charge.  Mr,  Irwin  will  conduct  the  Red  river 
party;  they  will,  however,  be  near  together.  I consider  it  important  that 
I go  direct  for  Memphis  after  conducting  the  party  as  far  as  above  alluded 
to,  and  will  take  on  Lieutenant  Phillips,  who  has  this  day  arrived  to  make 
contracts  for  transportation.  On  my  arrival  at  Memphis,  I will  advise  the 
department  of  the  manner  in  which  the  transportation  will  be  procured. 
This  will,  however,  be  done  without  it  being  understood  that  the  Indians  are 
near  at  hand,  or  the  number.  I am  yet  in  hopes,  notwithstanding  the 
severe  rains,  that  we  will  be  able  to  cross  over  at  Memphis:  if  so,  the  sav- 
ing will  be  great.  I will  proceed  down  immediately  to  Vicksburg.  Mr. 
Colquhoun  will  leave  to-day  for  Vicksburg  with  upwards  of  two  thou- 
sand, and  Mr.  Cross  with  about  the  same  number  on  the  15th.  1 will  have 

the  wagons  and  learns  discharged  immediately  on  their  arrival.  We  are 
using  every  exertion  to  emigrate  on  the  most  economical  plan  for  the  Go- 
vernment. I have  as  yet  employed  no  physician:  to-day  an  Indian  broke 
his  leg,  and  we  will  of  course  have  to  leave  him.  We  have  no  medicine 
but  what  belongs  to  private  individuals:tit  is  now  too  late  to  hear  from  the 
department,  but  I consider  it  very  necessary  that  we  should  have  medical 
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aid.*  where  there  are  two  thousand  Indians,  with  the  wagoners,  and  (hose  at- 
tached to  the  emigration,  at  least  a physician  could  have  been  employed. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 
Superintendent  Choctaw  removaL 
To  General  Georoe  Gibson,  C.  G,  S» 


Memphis,  October  10,  1832. 

SiRi  I have  the  honor  of  enclosing  a letter  from  Captain  Sowers,  United 
States^  steam-snagger  Heliopolis,  in  answer  to  one  from  me,  covering  an  or- 
der from  Captain  Shreeve  to  him,  directing  that  he  should  aid  in  the  trans- 
portation of  the  Indians  across  the  Mississippi. 

On  reading  this  letter,  I am  forced  to  believe  that  but  little  aid  can  be 
looked  for  from  the  United  States’  boats,  when  it  will  be  seen  that  they  take 
upon  themselves  the  direction  of  their  own  movements,  disregarding  entire- 
ly the  views  of  the  superintendent  fully  pointed  out,  and  when,  too,  every 
responsibility  was  assumed,  knowing,  as  all  do,  the  general  object  of  the 
Government. 

I explained  to  the  captain  that,  under  no  pretext  whatever,  could  he  be 
wanting  at  Vicksburg  until  November,  and  urged  him  to  come  to  this 
place  by  the  25th  instant  to  aid  in  getting  over  the  first  party.  (His  letter 
gives  the  answer.)  I am  now  determined  not  to  rely  for  one  moment  on 
the  United  States’  boats  for  our  operations:  if  they  are  present,  and  will 
obey  the  removing  officers,  they  will  be  used;  if  not,  they  may  take  it  out 
in  fishing  for  snags. 

To  make  all  things  certain,  I have  this  day  employed  five  boats,  with  a 
large  keel  attached  to  each,  to  be  towed:  they  will  be  here  on  the  28tK, 
ready  to  meet  Wm.  Armstrong’s  Tombeckbee  party,  when  they  can  be  put 
on  board,  and  run  direct  for  White  river  landing;  at  which  place,  from  the 
5th  November  to  the  10th,  their  is  to  be  154  wagons  ready  to  take  up  the 
march  for  the  new  country. 

Should  the  Vicksburg  Indians  get  to  that  place  before  these  boats  can 
land  the  first  party,  and  get  down  to  that  point,  we  will  charter  large  boats 
to  run  up  to  the  mouth  of  White  river,  where  they  would  land  them  should 
the  river  be  at  its  lowest  stage,  which  is  never  less  than  five  feet,  but  even 
now  there  is  six  feet;  and,  should  there  be  a swell  of  two  feet,  almost  any 
boat  can  go  up.  The  boats  engaged  draw  four  feet  water. 

We  have  had  a dreadful  storm  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  and  torrents 
of  rain:  we  must  now  have  a flood.  The  swamp  is  already  impassable.  The 
White  river  landing  puts  us  independent  of  freshets  and  swamps,  and  brings 
the  Indians  to  one  point.  I have  received  your  letter,  informing  me  that 
Capt.  Brown  wished  to  resign  this  business  of  emigration.  I hope  on  his 
return  from  Orleans  he  will  determine  to  continue  at  least  for  this  season,  if 
no  longer.  I will  put  off  to-morrovr  to  meet  Wm.  Armstrong  and  Capt.  Page 
between  this  and  the  Old  Agency.  By  the  25th  inst.  ,I  will  know  the  precise 
number  of  all  the  Indians  on  the  march,  (at  this  place.)  There  will  be  then 
time  for  me  to  increase,  if  wanting,  our  means  west,  by  sending  an  express 
to  our  great  rendezvous  or  landing  on  White  river  requiring  further  supplies, 
transportation,  &c.,  if  necessary,  from  Major  Langham  and  Capt.  Brown. 
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I will  be  here  again  on  the  22d  to  make  arrangements  here  for  the  25thj 
our  first  great  day  for  all  things  here.  Should  the  Tombeckbee  party  get  in, 
as  calculated  on,  you  will  not  hear  from  me  until  the  25th. 

My  letters  from  the  Rock,  connected  with  this,  will  show  all  things. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

To  Gen.  G.  Gibson, 

Emigration  of  Indians^  Office  of  removal. 


(Letter  referred  to  in  the  above.) 

U.  S.  Steam  Snag-boat  Heliopolis, 

Island  No.  70,  October  1,  1832. 

Sir:  I received  your  communication  dated  Memphis,  26th  September, 
1832,  per  steamer  Union,  and  am  sorry  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  com- 
ply with  your  request  therein  contained.  My  instructions  from  the  super- 
intendent for  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  are  posi- 
tive, and  1 feel  myself  bound  to  act  according  to  them.  You  have,  no  doubt, 
read  the  instructions,  which  is,  that  I am  to  be  at  Vicksburg,  with  the  He- 
liopolis, on  or  before  the  15th  of  this  month.  I shall  be  at  work  in  this  neigh- 
borhood until  about  the  11th  or  12th  inst.,  after  which  I will  immediately 
proceed  to  Vicksburg  as  ordered. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SOWERS, 

Commanding  Heliopolis. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Armstrong, 

Superintendent  removal  Indians. 


Memphis,  October  21,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a letter  from  Major 
Hook,  acting  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  informing  me  that  Captain 
Hunt  had  been  despatched  with  sixty  thousand  dollars,  available  funds,  to 
be  handed  over  to  Capt.  Brown  for  the  objects  stated  in  my  communication 
to  you  on  that  subject. 

The  promptness  of  the  department  in  complying  with  my  request  will  aid 
us  greatly  in  carrying  into  effect  fully  our  plans  connected  with  the  business 
of  emigration. 

In  my  last,  dated  at  this  place,  I apprized  you  of  my  intention  to  go  to 
the  Choctaw  nation  to  meet  Wm.  Armstrong.  1 have  done  so,  and  got 
back  on  last  evening,  and  will  remain  here  until  the  27th  for  the  purpose  of 
preparing  to  cross  the  Indians  rapidly  over  the  river.  At  that  time  I will 
push  for  Vicksburg  to  meet  the  two  parties  there  on  the  first  of  the  month, 
when  they  are  to  reach  that  point,  (say  five  thousand  Indians.)  I left  my 
brother  on  the  17th,  thirty  miles  this  side  of  the  agency,  on  his  march  with  a 
party  of  twenty-three  hundred  Indians,  getting  on  well,  all  in  good  spirits, 
and  supplies  plenty,  arranged  so  as  to  make  from  ten  to  twelve  miles  per  day. 
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From  my  trip  to  Little  Rock,  thence  back  to  the  Choctaws,  and  again  here, 
it  will  be  seen  that  I have  passed  through  both  nations  three  times.  In  doing 
this  it  enabled  me  to  contract  and  arrange  for  the  supplies  for  this  upper 
party,  so  as  to  save  much  trouble  to  all  immediately  concerned.  I have  seen 
sufficient  already  in  the  movement  to  afford  great  cause  for  congratulating 
ourselves  upon  what  must  result,  should  we  be  able  to  do  as  well  for  the 
time  to  come  as  the  past.  Wm.  Armstrong  will  be  here  on  the  last  day  of 
this  month  with  his  party,  when  you  will  hear  from  him. 

It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  apprize  you  of  what  we  have  a right  to  ex- 
pect. Should  we  escape  all  will  be  well,  but  I confess  I fear  that  we  are  to  en- 
counter the  cholera  with  our  Indians:  if  so,  it  is  not  possible  for  human  fore- 
sight to  calculate  what  course  such  a people  will  take  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

All  the  boats  now  going  down  from  Louisville  are  suffering  great  mortali- 
ty with  the  ravages  of  the  disease.  The  Express,  seven  deaths  to  this  place. 
The  Constitution,  two.  The  Freedom  called  here  yesterday,  five  deaths 
since  she  left  the  mouth  of  Tennessee,  and  six  now  on  board  down,  a lady 
said  to  be  dying.  One  man  died  in  this  place:  he  was  from  onboard  a boat; 
no  other  case,  and  a week  has  passed.  All  who  have  been  attacked  have 
been  in  the  cholera  region.  The  disease  has  heretofore  progressed  slowly 
south:  the  distance,  therefore,  from  this  to  Louisville  may  save  us,  should 
the  general  position  taken  be  true  that  it  cannot  be  communicated.  Be- 
tween the  5th  and  10th  next  month  we  hope  to  be  at  our  White  river  land- 
ing with  even  the  last  party,  and  the  first  on  their  march  from  that  point  to 
their  new  country. 

The  United  States’  boats  are  not  here — no  matter:  I did  not  depend  on 
them.  Nothing  but  the  cholera  will  prevent  our  giving  a satisfactory  account 
to  the  department  of  the  duties  we  are  all  engaged  in. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  high  regard,  &c., 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG. 

Emigbation  of  Indians,  ^ 

Office  of  RemovaL 


Camp,  (seventy  miles  from  Memphis,)  October  23,  1832. 

Sir:  The  first  party  of  emigrating  Choctaws  have  reached  thus  far  on  their 
journey.  The  party  here  (Folsom’s)  is  nine  hundred  strong,  conducted  by 
Mr.  Irwin.  The  other  party  is  twelve  miles  in  the  rear;  I left  them  to-day: 
Colonel  Rector  has  charge  of  them;  they  are  1,702  strong,  and  will  be  at 
this  encampment  to-morrow  night.  I attend  the  first  party  and  see  the  pro- 
visions issued,  and  return  to  the  other.  We  are  getting  on  as  well  as  could 
be  expected:  no  doubt  the  other  parties  will  reach  Vicksburg  by  the  last 
day  of  the  month.  I have  found  it  necessary  to  remain  with  this  district. 
Lieutenant  Phillips  has  joined  us,  and  will  disburse  for  this  party,  and  Cap- 
tain Page  for  Rector’s  party.  The  Indians  have  understood  the  cholera  is 
in  Memphis,  and  are  much  alarmed.  I hope  it  is  not  so,  for  I fear  it  would 
nearly  disperse  the  Indians.  You  will  have  been  informed  by  my  brother, 
F.  W.  Armstrong,  of  the  steamboat  arrangement  he  made,  which  super- 
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seded  the  necessity  of  my  going  on.  I have  an  opportunity  of  writing 
these  few  lines,  and  will  write  you  from  Memphis  in  a few  days. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Superintendent  Choctaw  removaL 

To  General  George  Gibsoh, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence. 


Mempais,  October  28,  1832, 

Sir;  I reached  this  place  last  night.  The  Indians  are  coming  on  well;  the 
first  party,  upwards  of  ^00,  are  within  twenty -five  miles  of  this  place,  and 
the  rear  party  about  thirty-five  miles;  united  they  are  2,700  strong.  Until 
I arrived  here  no  certain  information  about  the  cholera  \Vas  known;  the  re- 
ports that  reached  our  camps  were  very  much  exaggerated,  and  the  Indians 
much  alarmed.  The  original  plan  of  transporting  the  Indians  by  steam- 
boats to  the  White  river  landing,  near  where  the  Memphis  road  to  Little 
Rock  crosses,  will  to  some  extent  be  abandoned.  We  intended  taking  all 
the  Indians  (leaving  barely  a sufficient  number  to  drive  the  horses  through 
the  swamp)  by  steam.  The  plan  now  will  be  to  take  the  horses  and  small- 
wagons  belonging  to  the  Indians,  with  a few  additional  wagons,  and  push 
direct  through  the  swamp,  leaving  the  baggage,  and  as  many  of  the  old  men 
and  women  and  children  to  go  on  the  boats  a«  we  can  get  to  do  so,  and  join- 
us  at  the  landing.  If  we  can  only  pass  the  river,  I yet  hope  to  avoid  the 
cholera;  should  it,  however,  appear  amongst  us,  it  will  be  impossible  to  fore- 
tell what  the  consequences  will  be.  Of  one  thing  the  department  may  be 
assured,  that,  although  I am  not  ordered  to  go  beyond  the  river,  I will  ad- 
here to  them,  and  do  every  thing  in  my  power^  come  what  may,  if  life  is 
spared. 

My  brother  goes  in  a fev^  hours  to  Vicksburg,  and  will  bring  on  the  In- 
dians that  have  come  to  that  place  under  charge  of  Messrs.  Colquhoun  and 
Cross.  I will  take  this  district  on  until  we  all  meet.  The  removal,  I feel 
assured,  thus  far  will  meet  the  most  sanguine  expectations;  and  I hope  such 
as  the  department  will  be  pleased  with.  I received  from  the  department,  a 
few  days  before  I left  the  agency,  letters  and  blanks  upon  the  subject  of  a 
commutation  allowance.  We  were  then  assembling,  and  I retained  the  in- 
formation to  myself,  having  opposed  it  upon  the  ground  of  speculation. 
I know  of  no  person  that  has  emigrated  (all  others  coming  to  my  view)  in 
this  way,  except  Peter  Pitchiyn,  with  his  famil3^,and  the  negroes  of  himself 
and  father,' amounting  to  about  forty-five  negroes,  and  his  own  family  about 
ten  in  number.  I would  suggest  that  an  allowance  of  ten  dollars  a head  be 
given  him,  if  any.  The  negroes  were  purchased  lately,  since  the  treaty;  and 
those  that  emigrated  last  winter,  through  all  the  difficulties,  received  ten 
dollars.  They  will  complain  and  petition  the  department  for  an  addition  of 
three  dollars:  therefore,  to  avoid  all  difficulties,  I hope  the  ten  dollars  only 
will  be  allowed,  with  ferriages. 

I return  to-day  to  the  Indians,  and  will  hurry  them  on  and  over  the  Mis- 
sissippi. I hope  funds  have  been  placed  for  Lieutenants  Montgomery  and 
Simonton  to  pay  off  the  teamsters  and  expenses  at  Vicksburg,  if  I recol- 
lect, they  each  had  ten  thousand  dollars,  which  will  be  insufficient  for  Vicks- 
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burg.  We  have  a plenty  here,  as  Lieutenant  Phillips  is  with  us;  and,  as 
directed,  paid  over  to  Captain  Page  $5fi00,  and  has  forwarded  by  my  bro- 
ther funds  for  Lieut.  Van  Horne,  whom  I directed  to  remain  at  Vicksburg 
when  I left  the  agency. 

On  my  return,  and  before  we  leave  here,  I will  write  again. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 
Superintendent  Choctaw  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence. 


Memphis,  October  28,  1832. 

Sir  : My  brother  is  here,  and  will  write  you  fully  on  all  subjects.  I will 
be  off  in  two  hours  to  meet  the  Vicksburg  parties.  To  be  plain,  our  pros- 
pects are  gloomy,  owing  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  cholera:  otherwise,  every 
thing  goes  on  well  and  rapidly,  and  with  all  the  economy  that  could  be  ex- 
pected. This  morning  we  have  a case  on  one  of  our  boats:  she  will  forth- 
with be  discharged,  and  now  we  will  push  the  Indians  from  this  point 
through  the  swamp;  the  baggage  and  the  lame  Indians,  &c.,  on  boats  for 
White  river.  I must  here  remark,  in  answer  to  your  letter  on  the  sub- 
ject of  commutation,  fortunately,  before  your  orders  reached  os,  all  the 
Indians  were  under  way,  and  but  one  family  moving  on  their  own  account: 
our  stand  against  it  brought  all  in.  The  thirteen  dollars  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed to  the  few  rich,  when  the  poor  last  year  were  allowed  but  ten  dollars. 
Excuse  me  for  pressing  this  subject,  but  it  will  make  those  who  emigrated 
last  year  discontented,  and  they  will  be  pressing  you  for  the  same  sum  given 
those  that  now  move.  We  have  not  yet  acted  under  your  orders,  because 
none  offered,  and  those  that  started  know  nothing  of  the  allowance  proposed. 
We  will  remain  silent  until  we  hear  from  you  again.  Those  that  now  move 
have  sold  their  reservations,  and  have  bought  negroes  not  owned  in  the 
nation  at  the  time  of  the  treaty,  and  are  now  to  get  thirteen  dollars  per 
head  when  they  get  over. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Superintendent  West  Mississippi. 

To  General  Gibson, 

Emigration  of  Indians,  Office  of  Removal. 


Alton,  Illinois,  November  2,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  the  receipts  of  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lane  for  a draft  of  one 
thousand  dollars  which  I have  this  day  drawn  on  you.  The  business  must 
be  done  in  this  way:  were  I to  wait  until  you  could  send  me  funds,  the  sea- 
son would  be  lost  and  expenses  doubled. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT,  Lieutenant  Colonel  T.  E. 

To  General  G.  Gibson 
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AltoNj  Illinois,  November  18S2. 

Sir:  I enclose  to  you  a copy  of  a letter  in  relation  to  funds  received  from 
Lieutenant  Lane.  You  will  perceive  by  this  that  we  are  in  a measure 
destitute,  and,  unless  the  bank  at  St.  Louis  will  advance  on  a draft,  I cannot 
see  how  the  emigration  can  progress.  I shall  therefore  draw  on  you,  and 
for  my  authority  must  refer  you  to  a letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  of 
the  3d  of  October. 

Mr.  Gardiner,  special  agent,  who  accompanied  me  to  this  place,  and  whd 
I invited  to  go  farther,  has  returned  home  on  a leave  of  absence.  His  duties 
will  now  generally  devolve  upon  Major  Pool,  assistant  special  agent,  and 
who  I believe  in  every  way  adequate  to  the  task.  He  will  go  with  the  In- 
dians destined  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Kansas,  and  I shall  accompany  this 
party  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  way,  and  if  I can,  also,  visit 
the  other  party  in  its  route. 

Lieutenant  Lane  will  continue  with  the  party  for  the  Neosho  as  its  dis- 
bursing agent.  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  instructions  I have  given  to  him. 

To  preserve  a military  responsibility  for  disbursements,  I have  applied  to 
General  Atkinson  for  an  officer  as  disbursing  agent  for  the  detachment  des- 
tined to  the  Kansas,  and  he  has  promised  one  to  me.  In  the  meantime,  I 
will  attend  to  this  duty  myself,  but  have  all  vouchers  so  arranged,  that  they 
may  be  transferred  to  the  proper  disbursing  agent  when  he  shall  have  joined. 

I shall  have  to  draw  on  you  for  the  wants  of  this  detatchment.  Money 
must  be  supplied,  or  the  emigration  be  arrested:  there  is  no  halfway  course. 

I shall  accompany  every  draft  on  you  with  a special  letter  of  advice,  and 
keep  you  timely  apprized  of  whatever  may  affect  your  office. 

Directions  ought  to  be  furnished  both  to  Lieutenant  Lane  and  myself,  or 
to  Major  Pool,  in  relation  to  the  public  horses,  bridles  and  saddles,  when  the 
expedition  shall  have  terminated.  The  horsed,  many  of  them,  are  nearly 
worn  out  now,  and  we  shall  have  to  forage  more  liberally,  or  they  will  not 
endure:  some  have  died.  The  Indian  horses  must  also  be  foraged;  some  of 
them  have  died,  many  have  failed,  and  without  them  we  cannot  get  along. 
They  are  used  for  squaws  and  children,  and  packs.  Perhaps  the  best  dis- 
position of  the  public  horses  will  be  to  give  them  to  the  tribes  when  the 
journey  is  over.  I doubt  if,  by  that  time,  any  of  them  will  be  worth  any 
other  arrangement. 

I have  put  my  shoulder  to  the  wheel.  It  was  necessary,  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, or  the  wagon  would  have  stuck  in  the  slough.  Less  than  the  au- 
thority with  which  I am  invested  would  not  have  aided  this  expedition;  and, 
to  exercise  it,  it  is  necessary,  at  least  for  some  time,  that  I shall  remain  with 
it.  With  great  respect,  I remain,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT,  Lieut  Col.  T.  E. 

To  General  George  Gibson. 


Copy  of  Instructions  given  to  Lieutenant  LanCy  by  Col  j.  J.  albert], 

, Alton,  November  2,  1832 

Sir:  You  will  please  to  join  the  detachment  of  Indians,  commonly  called 
theLewistown  Indians,  and  nowon  their  way  to  the  Neoshoy  under  General 
Workman,  as  soon  as  practicable. 
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You  will  act  as  the  disbursing  officer  of  that  detachment,  and  be  governed 
in  your  duties  by  the  instructions  which  you  have  heretofore  received  from 
the  Commissary’s  Department,  observing  the  same  forms  in  relation  to  your 
accounts  which  you  have  heretofore  been  instructed  to  observe. 

You  will  receive  from  me  a draft  for  one  thousand  dollars  upon  the  Com- 
missary’s Department,  which  will  enable  you  to  meet  the  immediate  and 
pressing  wants  of  the  detachment  while  on  its  journey,  and  you  will  com- 
municate directly  with  that  department,  and  without  loss  of  time,  for  ad- 
ditional funds,  as  well  for  the  wants  of  the  march,  as  to  enable  you  to  liqui- 
date all  public  claims  upon  you,  on  the  termination  of  the  journey,  and  which 
you  may  not  be  able  to  pay  in  the  course  of  the  route. 

The  requisitions  of  General  Workman,  (principal  conductor  of  the  detach- 
ment^ to  which  you  are  now  attached,)  for  customary  supplies,  will  be  re- 
ceived and  respected  by  you,  or  those  of  the  assistant,  when  he  is  not  pre- 
sent to  act  himself. 

If  in  my  power  I will  visit  you  on  the  march,  but  the  distance  between 
the  detachments,  and  the  difficulties  of  access,  may  possibly  prevent  me. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  T,  B, 

To  Lieutenant  Lane. 


Alton,  Illinois,  November  2,  1832. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  estimate,  which  I directed  Lieutenant  Lane  to  furnish 
me,  will  show  to  you  that  it  will  yet  probably  require,  in  order  to  get  these 
Indians  to  their  new  homes,  about  ten  thousand  dollars  over  and  above  the 
sums  which  have  been  already  transmitted.  The  Mississippi  is  behind  them 
to-day. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 

Lieut,  Colonel  T.  E, 

General  George  Gibson. 

For  the  Kansas  party  ^6,500. 

For  the  Neosho  party  3,500. 


, Lower  Alton,  Illinois,  November  2,  1832. 

Sir:  Supposing  the  Shawnees  and  Ottaways  to  reach  their  destination  on 
the  25th  instant,  the  whole  cost,  including  return  pay,  will  be  $6,500. 

Supposing  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees  to  reach  their  home  on  the  30th  in- 
stant, their  cost  is  about  $3,500. 

Unacquainted  with  the  distance  and  the  prices  in  the  country  through 
which  the  tribes  are  to  pass,  I cannot  be  accurate  in  the  estimates. 

Funds  for  provisions  during  the  first  year  will- be  needed  soon;  unless, as 
is  probable,  they  are  to  be  supplied  from  the  depot  at  Little  Rock. 

Most  respectfully, 

Y'our  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,Z/eMf. 

Disbursing  JlgenLy 

To  Colonel  J.  J.  Abert,  Superintendent, 
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Little  Rock,  October  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  your  department  a copy  of  my 
letter  to  Captain  Brown,  setting  forth,  fully,  the  reasons  that  have  in- 
duced me  to  adopt  the  routes  named. 

In  your  instructions  I am  required  to  be  explicit  to  Captain  Brown:  I 
have  therefore,  in  this  letter,  given  him  my  entire  plan  for  the  removal  of 
the  Indians  from  the  west  bank  to  their  new  country. 

A copy  of  my  letter  to  Captain  Brown,  and  a copy  of  my  requisitions, 
and  the  advertisement  accompanying  the  same,  I wish  you  to  consider  as  fur- 
nished in  obedience  to  your  order,  requiring  me  to  forvvard  to  your  depart- 
ment my  plan,  complete,  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  on  the  west  side. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

^Superintendent  IF,  M» 

To  General  Gibson,  C,  G.  S, 


Memphis,  November  3,  1832. 

Sir:  The  first  party  of  emigrating  Choctaws  left  yesterday,  600  on  board 
the  steamer  Reindeer,  and  400  crossed  directly  over,  and  will  pass  on 
through  the  Mississippi  swamp  to  the  White  river  landing,  where  the  party 
will  again  unite. 

Mr.  Irwin  is  in  charge  of  the  party  by  water,  and  Lieutenant  Phillips  of 
those  that  go  by  land.  This  is  the  Red  river  party,  of  which  Folsom  is 
the  chief. 

The  remaining  party  for  Arkansas,  of  which  Mushulatubbe  is  the  chief, 
arrived  early  to-day,  and  ore  nearly  all  across  the  river^  The  Archimedes 
has  been  of  very  great  advantage  as  a ferryboat,  for  which  purpose  she  has 
been  used.  She  is  capable  of  carrying  over  three  hundred  horses  at  a time: 
indeed,  without  her  we  should  have  been  delayed.  I take  great  pleasure 
in  saying  that  Captain  Hinkle  and  his  crew  have  exerted  themselves  to  ex- 
pedite our  crossing.  The  Indians  are  greatly  alarmed  about  the  cholera; 
and  I find  much  difficulty  in  getting  even  the  women  and  children, 
with  the  old  and  infirm,  to  take  the  steamboat.  This  party  are  more  averse 
to  it  than  the  one  just  crossed.  To-morrow  I will  start  them  both  by  land 
and  water,  and  divide  the  party  between  Captain  Page,  who  will  go  by  land 
to  make  disbursements,  and  Colonel  Rector,  who  will  go  by  water.  The 
provision  for  the  party  by  water  is  purchased  for  four  days.  I will  hurry 
on  to  White  river  landing  by  land,  after  the  party  shall  have  passsed 
through  the  first  twenty  miles,  at  which  place  I hope  to  meet  the  two  dis- 
tricts from  Vicksburg. 

1 have  been  making  a rough  calculation,  which  will  probably  be  not  far 
wrong,  and  find  that  the  party  united,  of  two  thousand  eight  hundred  In- 
dians, will  be  placed  at  this  place  for  a sum  not  exceeding  five  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  each.  Captain  Page  has  made  the  principal  disbursements. 
Lientenant  Phillips  joined  us  after  we  were  organized,  and  thirty  miles  on 
the  way,  from  which  place  he  commenced  his  disbursements,  since  which 
the  purchases  have  been  separate;  and  some  supplies  purchased  for  the  front 
party,  by  Captain  Page,  have  been  refunded  by  Lieutenant  Phillips,  so  as  to 
keep  the  expenses  of  each  party  as  separate  as  possible. 
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I hope  the  department  will  be  satisfied  that  contracts  were  not  entered  in- 
to for  rations,  corn,  &c. 

I have  every  assurance  that  Lieutenants  Simonton  and  Montgomery  have 
succeeded  in  their  district.  Captain  Page  is  an  experienced  officer,  and 
surely  a more  judicious  selection  could  not  hav^e  been  made. 

We  have  been  busily  engaged  crossing  the  Indians  over,  and  paying  and 
discharging  the  teamsters,  I propose  using  the  Indian  teams  through  to 
White  river  by  foraging  them,  as  we  have  the  regular  teams,  but  not  paying 
them.  I have  stated  to  them  that  no  land  transportation  would  be  furnish- 
ed them;  that  the  steamboats  were  engaged  to  transport  their  baggage,  and 
that  all  their  teams  should  have  in  them  a little  provisions. 

The  disbursing  officers  have  been  busily  engaged,  and  I presume  will  not 
here  settle  their  accounts:  we  propose  doing  so  when  we  join  at  Rock  Row. 

The  cholera  has  appeared  in  the  boats  from  above,  and  one  or  two  cases 
in  boats  that  have  been  lying  at  the  town  wharf.  Our  landing  is  two  miles 
below,  and  I have  endeavored  to  keep  the  Indians  at  the  landing  together; 
which  I have  effected.  We  are  using  every  exertion  to  get  clear  of  the 
river:  the  first  party  are  by  this  time  in  White  river. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 
Svpermimdent  Choctaw  vcmovaL 
To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G*  S* 


Memphis,  31 5^  October,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  this  moment  landed  here  from  Little  Rock  much  disappoint- 
ed in  one  particular.  The  party  from  Colonel  Leflore’s  district,  in  place  of 
being  two  thousand  five  hundred  strong,  as  always  calculated  on  by  all  hands, 
I find  but  six  hundred  and  seventeen  under  Captain  Cross,  who  says  he  left 
in  the  neighborhood  two  thousand  of  the  very  poorest  Indians,  intending 
to  remain  until  next  year.  This  iis  owing  entirely  to  the  management  of 
their  leaders,  and  a determination  to  have  the  benefit  of  their  own  specula- 
tions in  removing. _ I presume  that,  from  this  lower  district,  although  this 
is  the  first  information  positive  from  the  time  I was  at  the  line  in  Septem- 
ber, there  will  go  one  thousand  in  three  parties  themselves;  after  put- 
ting us  to  all  the  trouble  and  expense  of  preparing  wagons,  &c.,  on  the 
west  side  for  them. 

I will  send  to-morrow  to  our  White  river  landing  to  discharge  about 
thirty  of  our  wagons.  Their  pay,  however,  does  not  commence  until  the 
fifth  of  next  month.  Captain  Colquhoun  and  his  party  of  two  thousand  will 
be  in  this  neighborhood  in  two  days.  The  cholera  is  actually  in  our  camp, 
and  all  through  the  country,  at  all  the  landings  and  towns  even  in  the  rear 
of  this.  Therefore  you  see  we  must  go  ahead,  for  in  this  matter  we  can- 
not stop  to  look  around. 

It  is,  owing  to  the  cholera,  hard  to  engage  boats.  I have  enough  of 
them,  but  may  have  to  make  a double  trip  for  Colquhoun’s  party. 

We  will  now  be  overcharged  with  means;  five  thousand,  or  a little  up- 
wards, appears  actually  to  be  all  that  will  go  this  fall.  The  districts  held 
out  except  in  the  one.  We  know  the  fellows  who  worked  against  us.  After 
getting  to  White  river,  1 will  write  you  again.  Mr.  Van^Horne  will  take  a 
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part  of  the  horses  through,  such  as  do  not  work,  to  Washington,  Arkansas, 
when  they  will  join  the  main  party. 

I am  vexed  that  we  should  be  ready  for  two  thousand  more,  and  they  to 
bolt. 

I hope  that  but  ten  dollars  will  be  allowed  them.  If  more  is  given,  the 
others  should  all  have  the  saime. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 
Superintendent  West  Mississippi. 
To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


SuTER  Creek,  November  9,  1832. 

Captain  Z.  C.  Palmer  joined  me  on  the  sixth  as  disbursing  officer  to  the 
Indians  on  their  way  to  the  Kansas.  He  was  sent  to  me  by  General  Atkin- 
son, to  whom  I had  applied  for  an  officer.  Captain  Palmer  has  once  serv- 
ed under  your  department,  and  is  an  officer  of  ability  and  experience,  and 
■well  adapted  to  his  duties.  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  instructions  which  I 
have  given  to  him. 

My  letter  to  you  from  Alton  will  have  informed  you  that  I had  sent  Lieu- 
tenant Lane  to  go  with  the  Senecas,  and  had  drawn  on  you  in  his  favor  for 
one  thousand  dollars. 

I told  him,  if  the  bank  hesitated  about  furnishing  him  the  money,  to  call 
immediately  on  Governor  Clark,  and  to  explain  to  him  the  necessities  of  our 
position,  and,  if  he  failed  there,  to  let  me  know  immediately,  that  I might  try 
some  other  means.  Money  we  must  have  or  we  could  not  move,  and  to 
wait  for  it  from  Washington  was  equivalent  to  going  into  winter  quarters  at 
once,  as  it  would  undoubtedly  end  in  that.  The  bank  was  ready  to  advance 
if  Gov.  Clark  would  endorse,  but,  on  speaking  to  Gov.  Clark,  he  at  once  fur- 
nished the  money,  namely,  three  thousand  dollars,  to  Lieut.  Lane,  and  five 
thousand  dollars  to  Capt.  Palmer,  so  we  have  now  the  means  of  paying  our 
way. 

I enclose  a letter  from  Lieut  Lane  on  that,  subject,  by  which  you  will 
perceive  that  he  did  not  use  the  draft  on  you,  and  does  not  intend  to  use  it. 

I have  now  to  request  of  you  to  have  this  amount  of  eight  thousand  dollars 
refunded  to  Gen.  Clark,  and  suggest  to  you  the  following  method:  To  have 
deposited  in  the  bank  at  St  Louis,  to  the  credit  of  Capt  Palmer,  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  in  the  same  bank,  to  the  credit  of  Lieut.  Lane,  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars.  These  two  officers  both  left  with  Gen.  Clark  their 
checks  on  the  bank  at  St  Louis  for  these  amounts,  anticipating  the  course 
now  suggested.  By  this  course  the  transaction  will  preserve  its  usual  busi- 
ness form  of  depositing  money  to  the  credit  of  the  disbursing  agents,  and 
they  will  only  appear  in  the  light  of  having  advanced  in  anticipation  of  a de- 
posite.  But  any  other  course  to  refund  Gen.  Clark  will  be  equally  agreea- 
ble to  me,  and  please  to  inform  him  as  soon  as  convenient  of  the  course  you 
may  adopt. 

The  Shawnees  will  pass  here  to-day,  the  Ottoways  to-morrow.  Bread 
stuffs  are  scarce  and  high,  crops  having  failed,  and  we  are  informed  that  this 
inconvenience  will  attend  us  until  nearly  up  to  Franklin. 

Our  plan  is  to  cross  at  the  Arrow  Rock  about  ten  miles  above  Franklin, 
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wliere  llie  rirer  is  narrow,  and  boats  from  the  two  ferries  may  be  com- 
manded. 

An  excessive  use  of  peach  brandy,  during  a three  days  debauch,  killed 
the  old  Ottaway  chief,  and  two  others  are  rather  in  a doubtful  way.  This 
has  given  rise  to  a report  of  cholera  in  our  camp,  but  I assure  you,  from  my 
careful  observation,  there  is  yet  no  symptom  of  that  disease  among  us,  and  I 
think  I know  its  peculiarities  well. 

There  is  a great  dread  of  this  disease  on  the  road:  we  could  not  obtain  a 
lodging  at  many  places  had  we  passed  through  St.  Louis,  that  is,  we  officers. 
A postmaster  has  refused  to  admit  the  mail  in  his  house  from  that  place,  and 
given  up  his  office.  It  puts  us  to  many  inconveniences,  but  still  we  go  on, 
and  go  on  we  will  if  possible.  After  three  days  of  cold  and  wet  eastern 
weather,  we  now  have  it  again  clear  and  moderate. 

Please  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  our  progress,  as  I shall  not  be  able  to 
write  to  him  to-day.  This  place  is  ninety  miles  from  St.  Louis,  and  during 
the  course  of  next  week  we  hope  to  be  at  the  Arrow  Rock. 

Should  I find  on  my  arrival  on  the  frontier  that  no  arrangements  have  yet 
been  made  for  feeding  these  Indians,  under  the  treaty,  we  will  have  to  adopt 
some.  It  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  say  where  a letter  might  be  address- 
ed to  me,  as  I have  always  hoped  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  usual  mail 
before  you  could  answer  me;  and  I have  not  doubted  that  it  would  suggest 
itself  to  the  department  that,  if  it  were  necessary  for  letters  to  reach  me,  the 
most  certain  course  would  be  to  send  them  to  Gen.  Clark,  and  request  him  to 
forward  them. 

Very  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 

Lieut,  Colonel  T,  E, 

T®€eE.  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G,  S, 


Imiructions  given  by  Col,  Mert  to  Capt,  Z,  C,  E aimer, 

November  7,  1832. 

Sir:  Havmg  reported  as  disbursing  agent  to  this  detachment  of  emigra- 
ting Indians,  consisting  of  the  Shawnees  and  Ottoways,  you  will  please  to 
«ater  upon  the  duty. 

With  this  letter  you  will  receive  a copy  of  the  printed  instructions  from 
the  Commissary^s  Department,  and  also,  for  your  perusal,  copies  of  letters 
to  Coi.  Gardiner  and  Lieut.  Lane,  authorizing  variations  from  those  instruc- 
tions. 

In  this  state  of  the  emigration  the  best  course  is  to  persevere  in  the  sys- 
tem already  in  practice  and  known  to  the  difierent  agents. 

The  active  duties  of  special  agent  to  the  emigration  now  (in  the  absence  of 
Col.  Gardiner)  devolve  upon  Major  Pool,  assistant  special  agent,  not  intend- 
ing myself  to  interfere,  except  in  cases  in  which  my  advice  or  authority  may 
be'considerefi  necessary, 

I remain,  &c.,  &c., 

J.  J.  ABERT, 

, . Lieut,  Colonel  T,  E, 

To  Capt  Z,  C.  pALMsa,  U,  A. 
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Letter  referred  to  by  Col, 

' St.  Louis,  November  5,  1832.  ^ 

Sir:  I reached  St.  Louis  on  the  3d.  Saw  the  cashier,  who  told  me  your- 
draft  must  be  assigned  to  Gen.  Wm.  Clark,  and  by  him  endorsed  to  the  i 
bank.  I 

I overtook  Capt.  Palmer  on  his  way  to  St.  Charles.  We  called  on  Gen. 
Clark.  He  w'as  willing  to  advance  money:  informed  us  that  money  could  j 
not  easily  be  sent  us  on  the  routes,  especially  the  southern. 

The  conclusion  was,  that  the  amount  of  money  needed  be  obtained.  Five  : 
thousand  were  advanced  to  Captain  Palmer;  three  thousand  to  myself.  I I 
shall  make  no  use  of  your  draft,  will  destroy  it  and  the  letter  of  advice  to  ' 
Gen.  Gibson. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LYNE,  Lieut.  ^ 

Disbursing  %^gent. 

To  Col.  J.  J.  Abert.  ' 

— --  ' i 


St.  Francis  Counts,  Arkansas  Territory,  , ! 

Slrong^Sy  42  miles  from  Memphis^  10/4  November  j 1832. 

Sir:  The  emigrating  Choctaws  have  reached  thus  far  through  the  Missis-  • 
sippi  swamp:  the  late  incessant  rains  had  made  the  swamp  almost  impas» 
sable.  I endeavored  to  persuade  the  Indians,  more  especially  the  women?  j 
and  children,  and  such  as  had  no  horses,  to  take  passage  in  the  boats,  and  ■ 
meet  us  at  the  White  river  landing.  They  were  averse  to  going  on  board  II 
the  steamboats,  and,  in  these  cholera  times,  I felt  unwilling  to  coerce  them,  | 
but  left  it  to  their  own  choice.  I succeeded  in  persuading  about  one  thou-  1 
sand  to  go  by  water.  We  are  now  within  fifty  miles  of  the  White  river  ; 
landing,  the  place  where  all  the  Indians  are  to  meet.  The  front,  or  Fol-  ! 
som’s  party,  is  two  days  a head  of  this.  We  finish  issuing  to-night,  and  in  il 
the  morning  I will  hurry  on  to  the  landing,  and  endeavor  to  have  the  first  i| 
party  (Folsom’s)  organized  with  their  wagons  and  teamsters,  and  under- 
way  before  the  arrival  of  this  party.  I hope  to  meet  my  brother  at  White 
river  from  Vicksburg.  I understand  from  a traveller  of  respectability, 
that  about  thirty  teamsters,  with  their  wagons  and  teams,  have  left  the  i 
landing  in  consequence  of  cholera  reports,  and  I fear  we  are  to  have  a se- 
rious time  in  getting  on  if  we  escape  here,  and  the  cholera  is  at  White  river.  , 
With  the  Vicksburg  party  I will  endeavor  to  keep  this  party  separate.  . 
We  have,  however,  had  seven  deaths  since  we  left  Memphis,  which  is  m i 
part  pronounced  cholera.  I do  not  myself  believe  we  have  as  yet  a case,  , 
but  that  those  that  have  died  so  suddenly  were  produced  by  severe  ex- 
posure. The  swamp,  for  thirty  miles,  was  from  knee  to  waist  deep. 

I understand  that  at  Rock  Row,  the  White  river  landing,  the  provision  i 
and  ferriage  will  thereafter  be  furnished  by  contract.  We  are  purchasing 
beef  here  at  cents  per  pound,  and  corn  at  50  cents  a bushel.  I am*  very 
clear  in  the  opinion  that  a great  saving  would  have  been  effected  by  Captain 
Page  and  the  disbursing  officers  continuing  on,  and  furnishing  as  they  did 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  The  corn  contract,  I learn,  is  at  93  cents:  a 
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!)u«hel;  for  140  or  150  teams  it  will  cost  the  Government  a large  sum.  I 
am  acting  here  as  assistant  to  F.,  W,  Armstrong. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 
Superintendent  Choctaw  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,S, 


Franklin,  November  \1,  1832. 

Sir:  A part  of  our  copper  boys  were  passed  over  the  river  yesterday. 
We  are  passing  others  to-day  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  hope  to  have  them 
'all  over  to-morrow.  The  ferry  is  ten  miles  above  this  town.  This  delay 
is  of  service  to  our  horses,  as  it  enables  us  to  get  them  up  a little:  they  will 
now  be  able  to  travel  even  should  the  weather  be  bad,  not  without  some 
loss  however.  We  may  perhaps  lose  about  twenty  or  twenty-five  more. 
If  these  would  die  at  once,  it  would  be  much  to  our  convenience.  In  all 
my  inquiries,  I do  not  find  that  any  arrangements  have  been  made  for  feed- 
ing these  Indians  after  their  arrival  at  their  new  homes.  Should  this  prove 
to  be  the  case,  something  must  be  done,  or  they  will  starve  this  winter.  I 
hope,  however,  to  find  arrangements  in  existence,  but  if  there  should  bo 
none,  we  ^hall  be  obliged  to  make  them  ourselves,  as  it  will  be  one  of  those 
cases  of  absolute  necessity  which  will  not  admit  of  delay  or  temporizing. 

The  Ottaways  have  frequently  spoken  about  the  2,000  dollars  provided 
by  the  treaty  to  be  paid  to  them  on  their  arrival  at  their  new  homes.  My 
reply  has  always  been,  that  1 have  no  doubt  the  Government  has  attended 
to  it. 

I shall  travel  to-morrow,  having  completely  recovered  of  my  indisposi- 
tion. You  would  laugh  to  see  how  we  are  frequently  received  on  the  road; 
doors  are  slammed  in  our  faces,  yet  some  are  bold  enough  to  peep  at  us 
through  the  windows.  However,  so  long  as  they  do  not  stop  our  progress, 
we  don’t  care;  and  yet  some  of  these  whites  will  continue  to  sell  whiskey 
to  our  Indians.  About  twenty  of  our  Ottaways  were  as  drunk  as  David’s 
sow  yesterday.  When  sober,  these  are  by  far  the  most  orderly  and  manage- 
able of  the  whole  detachment.  But  drunk,  sober,  or  sick,  we  will  move 
them  along. 

Not  a line  yet  from  any  one,  private  or  public,  since  I left  Washington. 
*•  * Truly  yours, 

J.  J.  ABERT. 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Arrow  Ferrv,  west  branch  oe  the  Missouri,  Nov,  IS,  1832. 

Sir:  We  are  here  confined  by  a storm,  or  we  should  have  gained  ten 
miles  to-day.  It  has  been  a violent  storm,  both  yesterday  and  to-day,  wind, 
rain,  sleet,  and  now  snow.  These  poor  devils  suffer  considerably,  but  we 
cannot  help  it.  The  weather  is  not  of  our  making.  The  Ottaways  are  in 
a warm  bottom  on  the  east  bank  ready  to  cross  so  soon  as  the  Shawnees  give 
them  room*  A fine  horse  died  to  day;  not  one  of  ours  however,  but  be- 
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longing  to  a hind  team.  I travelled  in  the  storm  to-day  to  this  place,  and 
shall  ride  ahead  with  Palmer  to-morrow.  The  Ottaway  camp  still  continues 
healthy,  but  I should  not  be  surprised  if  some  of  these  Shawnees  were  found 
frozen  to  death  to-morrow,  as,  on  passing  through  their  camp  I found  some 
of  them  rather  drunk:  they  are  a sort  of  over-grown  children,  and  require 
continual  care.  The  agents  are  very  clever  and  attentive,  and  the  Indians 
are  all  anxious  to  shove  ahead.  Ah!  this  weather,  this  weather* — they 
should  have  been  at  their  homes  before  this,  and  could  have  been  if  the 
business  had  been  properly  managed  from  the  start. 

¥ours, 

, J.  J.  ABERT. 


To  General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Rock  Bow,  November  21,  18S2. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  that  we  arrived  here  to-day 
from  Vicksburg,  which  place  we  left  on  the  12£h  and  13th  instant,  bring- 
ing with  us  two  parties  of  Indians,  amounting  in  number  to  1,799,  with  124 
oxen  and  nine  horses.  We  sent  124  Indian  ponies  through  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Campbell,  to  join  us  again  at  Little  Rock.  The  oxen  mentioned  above  are 
all  worked  by  the  Indians  on  the  march. 

My  brother,  Wm.  Armstrong,  has  been  here  for  several  days  awaiting: 
our  arrival,  having  put  under  way  all  the  Indians  that  had  arrived  up  to  thi& 
time.  We  will  leave  this  place  to-morrow,  and  take  up  the  march  for  Red 
river,  to  which  place  these  parties  both  emigrate  to. 

The  steamboats  engaged  in  transporting  the  Indians  are  all  discharged  this* 
day,  allowing  time  to  return  to  the  Mississippi,  from  whence  they  started. 

The  Heliopolis  has  brought  from  Vicksburg  to  the  mouth  of  this  river 
two  loads  of  Indians,  oxen,  horses,  &c.,  and  discharged  the  same  on  board 
the  Archimedes,  she  being  of  light  draft  of  water;  these  boats,  in  the  ferriage 
and  transportation  of  Indians,  horses,  and  oxen,  have  been  of  great  service 
to  us.  I hope  our  difficulties  are  nearly  over;  and,  although  we  have  suf- 
fered from  the  cholera,  the  mortality  in  this  party  has  not  been  great,  and  I 
now  consider  them  as  healthy.  The  expenses  of  this  party  have  been  con- 
siderably increased,  owing  to  the  influence  of  cholera  upon  the  minds  of 
every  one  we  had  to  do  with.  In  some  cases  the  people  refused  to  come 
near  us,  or  to  sell  us  any  thing  we  wanted.  In  ascending  the  river  the 
wood-yards  were  abandoned;  and  they  had  cause  of  alarm,  for  scarce  a 
boat  landed  without  burying  some  person.  Accompanying  this  you  will 
receive  a short  account  of  the  suspension  of  Captain  Colquhoun  from  the 
service. 


Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 
Superintendent  West  Mississippi. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence. 


Lexington,  Missouri,  November  25,  1S32. 
Sir:  In  a letter  from  General  Clark,  received  just  as  I was  about  leaving 
Arrow  Rock,  I was  informed  of  his  arrangement  for  feeding  these  Indians ^ 
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uridei*  the  treaty,  to  commence  on  the  1st  of  January.  He  wished  to  be 
informed  if  I could  make  any  for  feeding  them  until  then?  Of  course,  1 
answered,  yes;  for,  long  before  he  could  receive  a no  from  me,  and  attend  to 
this  himselfi  these  Indians  will  be  at  their  homes. 

Captain  Palmer  was  sent  ahead  to  attend  to  this  duty.  I have  overtaken 
him  here  to-day,  and  the  contract,  until  the  1st  of  January,  will  be  signed  by 
him  to-morrow,  and  we  shall  be  up  nearly  as  soon  as  the  contractor  can  be 
with  his  means.  The  contract  will  be  under  the  control  of  General  Clark, 
and  the  payments  will  be  made  by  him.  I hope  to  have  these  Indians  home 
by  the  last  of  this  week. 

Very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  T.  E. 

To  General  George  Gibsoiv%  G.  G.  S. 


Little  Rock,  December  2,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I arrived  on  the  bank  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  opposite  this  place,  with  the  last  party  of  Indians,  about 
1,800  in  number,  on  the  29th  ultimo.  I then  divided  the  detachment  into 
three  parties;  The  first  party,  known  as  the  Koonchas,  with  the  chief 
Nituchache,  600  strong,  conducted  by  Lieutenant  Montgomery,  crossed  the 
river  on  the  next  day,  and  reached  their  camp  five  miles  west  of  this  place. 
The  day  following,  Lieutenant  Van  Horne  passed  his  party,  600  Koonchas, 
and  reached  the  stand  left  in  the  morning  by  Lieutenant  Montgomery. 
The  day  after.  Lieutenant  Simonton,  with  the  remaining  600  of  the  Chicka- 
sawhay  emigrants,  and  Colonel  Nail,  the  leader,  crossed  the  ferry  and  made 
the  stand.  This  place  is  therefore  entirely  clear  of  Indians.  The  party 
that  passed  the  Mississippi  swamp  from  Memphis  have  been  sorely  handled 
with  sickness,  and  very  many  deaths.  Captain  Page,  with  about  1,300, 
and  a train  of  thirty  wagons,  with  all  the  heavy  baggage  of  that  party,  taken 
on  board^the^boats  at  Memphis,  and  landed  at  Rock  Row,  in  within  six  days, 
march  of  Fort  Smith.  Colonel  Rector  and  Dr.  Fulton  are  in  the  White 
river  and  Mississippi  swamps,  getting  out  the  last  of  their  party,  aboutdOO,  a 
number  of  them  sick,  and  some  large  parties  of  them  have  actually  taken  up 
camp  for  a winter’s  hunt.  We  will,  however,  be  able  to  get  all  out  in  a few 
days.  It  has  been  ten  days  since  I sent  two  interpreters,  enterprising  men, 
to  force  them  from  their  ill-chosen  position. 

I know  many  of  the  reports  called  for  have  been  omitted.  The  quarter- 
ly reports  will  show  all;  and,  one  word  for  all,  no  man  but  one  who  was 
present  can  form  any  idea  of  the  difficulties  that  we  have  encountered 
owing  to  the  cholera,  and  the  influence  occasioned  by  its  dreadful  effects. 
It  is  true,  we  have  been  obliged  to  keep  every  thing  to  ourselves,  and  to 
browbeat  the  idea  of  the  disease,  although  death  was  hourly  among  us, 
and  the  road  lined  with  the  sick.  The  extra  wagons  hired  to  haul  the  sick 
are  about  five  to  the  1,000;  fortunately  they  are  a people  that  will  walk  to 
the  last,  or  I do  not  know  how  we  could  get  on. 

I consider  now  our  troubles  over:  all  things  will  go  on  well.  I leave  here 
for  Fort  Smith  to-day.  The  articles,  arms,  blankets,  &c. , did  not  pass  here 
until  a few  days  ago,  owing  to  the  waters  being  too  low. 
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My  object  is  to  issue  to  the  Indians  every  thing  they  are  entitled  to^  be^ 
fore  1 quit  this  side  of  the  river. 

I have  ordered  all  the  disbursing  officers  conducting  parties  to  Nashville 
to  close  their  accounts,  when  my  brother  William  will  examine  and  sign 
the  abstracts  according  to  the  regulations. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Superintendent  JV,  M. 

To  General  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Agency  HotisE,  December  IS,  1832. 

Sir:  After  writing  you  from  Little  Rock,  I proceeded  to  overtake  Capt^ 
Page,  with  his  party,  on  the  march  for  this  place.  On  the  5th  instant,  came 
up  with  him,  encamped  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Arkansas  river,  85  miles 
from  this  place,  at  the  Dardanelle  rock.  On  the  night  of  my  arrival  at  the 
ferry,  the  river  rose  exceedingly  high,  and  is  upwards  of  600  yards  wide. 
We  made  one  day’s  crossing  with  flats  on  the  6th,  with  a boat  strongly 
manned  with  wagoners,  and  we  could  get  over  but  five  wagons  and  teams, 
with  about  forty  horses:  the  river  by  this  time  out  of  the  banks.  Our  pros- 
pects for  crossing  in  a reasonable  time  seemed  gloomy:  indeed  it  would  have 
taken  ten  days' at  least;  when,  most  fortunately,  the  steamboat  Volant,  with 
a good  keel-boat  in  tow,  came  down.  We  engaged  her,  and,  in  about  twen- 
ty-eight hours  from  the  time  she  came  to,  we  were  all  over  safe.  The 
party  will  be  within  their  country,  and  within  nine  miles  of  this  place,  to- 
morrow night,  when  all  expenses  will  cease;  for  the  year’s  supply  commences. 

All  our  teams  here  are  public.  I brought  them  this  route,  and  sent  the 
hired  teams  to  Red  river,  so  that,  upon  getting  here,  I could  at  once  despatch 
the  public  teams  with  the  treaty  articles  to  Fort  Towson. 

The  weather  for  some  days  past  has  been  dry  and  mild;  the  Indians 
healthy  now,  and  in  good  spirits. 

The  party  behind,  from  the  swamp  of  the  Mississippi,  say  four  or  five 
hundred,  will  be  here  in  a few  days. 

I cannot  but  rejoice  at  the  prospect  of  closing,  for  the  present,  this  busi- 
ness. The  disbursing  officers,  for  the  present,  are  ordered  to  Nashville  as 
a central  and  convenient  point  to  close  and  sign  the  abstracts  for  disburse- 
ments east  of  the  Mississippi. 

Accompanying  this  you  will  receive  a letter  to  Captain  Brown,  which  1 
require  him  to  consider  as  a requisition. 

The  Indians,  by  the  treaty,  were  entitled  some  of  them  to  their  cattle  a 
year  ago.  They  complain  bitterly  againstt  he  Government’s  keeping  them 
out  of  the  increase  last  spring;  and,  probably,  may  lose  even  the  next, 
unless  sooner  furnished. 

I did  think  that  it  was  determined  on  by  you,  before  I left  the  city,  that 
Lieutenants  Rains  and  Stephenson  would  before  this  be  instructed,  and  funds 
furnished  to  meet  the  call  made  on  Captain  Brown,  at  least  so  I under- 
stood; and  told  the  Indians  before  reaching  here  that  I had  no  doubt  the 
cattle  had  been  purchased  by  your  order.  I know  the  funds  have  been  ap- 
propriated; and  I know,  too,  that  the  Indians  charge  me  with  the  neglect. 
Confidence  once  lost  with  them  is  hard  to  regain. 
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This  will,  I hope,  be  a sufficient  reason  for  the  anxiety  I feel  that  this 
branch  of  the  treaty  may  be  complied  with,  as  well  as  all  others.  The 
blame  must  not  rest  upon  me. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG] 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 

P.  S.  The  ploughs  have  got  no  further  than  Little  Rock  as  yet.  The 
axes,  hoes,  and  cards,  amounting  to  five  hundred  each,  I have  heard  nothing 
of;  the  iron  and  steel  has  not  yet  reached  us.  Last  spring,  when  the  ploughs 
were  ordered,  I thought  that  the  Indian  Department  had  provided  every 
thing  under  the  treaty,  except  the  articles  bought  by  you  in  Philadelphia, 
and  the  ammunition.  F.  W.  A. 


St.  Francis,  (piPTr  miees  from  Memphis,)  Dec,  17,  1832. 

Sir:  I arrived  here  on  the  15th  on  my  return  from  Nashville.  I have 
in  charge  the  funds  for  F.  W.  Armstrong.  On  my  way  to  Nashville,  I un- 
derstood at  Memphis  that  there  was  encamped  within  about  forty  miles  of 
the  latter  place  a number  of  Choctaws,  emigrating  on  their  resources,  de- 
pending upon  receiving  a commutation  on  their  arrival  west:  they  had  en- 
camped and  turned  out  hunting.  I despatched  a messenger  to  bring  them 
in,  and  furnished  them  bacon  and  flour  sufficient  to  bring  them  through  the 
swamp  to  this  place;  intending  to  return  from  Nashville,  and  arrive  in  time 
to  enrol  them,  and  have  them  taken  on  by  the  Government.  I am  enroll- 
ing them,  and  will  leave  on  the  20th  with  the  party  organized,  amounting 
to  about  four  hundred  and  fifty.  After  they  get  fairly  under  way,  I shall 
hurry  on  to  Fort  Smith  with  the  money,  as  I know  it  is  wanted  for  the 
agency. 

The  Indians  now  agree  with  me,  that  they  are  not  capable  of  removing 
themselves,  and  regret  their  not  having  taken  my  counsel.  I consider  it 
very  questionable  whether  or  not  this  party  would  have  left  their  encamp- 
ment until  spring,  and  that  numbers  of  them  would  scatter  ofi*.  They  are 
in  good  health,  and  I will  have  them  hurried  on  to  Fort  Smith,  their  place 
of  destination,  with  all  speed. 

They  consider  themselves  entitled  to  some  compensation  up  to  the  time 
and  place  I received  them.  I have  informed  them  that  I would  state  to  the 
department  their  wish;  and  although  the  Government  was  now  taking  them 
in  charge  as  an  act  of  humanity,  yet  the  department  would,  if  they  judged 
it  right,  make  them  some  allowance. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 

, Superintendent  Choctaio  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S.,  Washington, 


Nashville,  February  6,  1S33. 

Sir:  I beg  leave  to  inform  the  department  that  I arrived  here  on  yester- 
day trom  the  Choctaw  nation  west,  in  company  with  Captain  Page  of  the 
United  States’  army. 
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I find  Lieutenants  Phillips,  Montgomery,  Simonton  and  Van  Horne,  here, 
by  direction  of  F.  W.  Armstrong,  to  settle  their  accounts:  they  are  now  en- 
gaged on  that  business,  and  will,  in  a few  days,  forward  all  on  to  you. 
Their  accounts  trom  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  have  been  unavoidably 
delayed,  in  consequence  of  these  gentlemen  being  compelled  to  accompany 
on  their  parties,  in  preference  to  stopping  the  Indians  to  settle  up  the  ac- 
counts. 

The  muster-rolls,  and  also  the  statements  of  agents,  &c.,  employed,  I will 
forward  to  you. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 
Superintendent  Choctaw  removaL 
To  General  George  Girson,  C.  G,  S. 


Nashville,  Feb.  11,  1833. 

Sir:  Knowing  how  little  time  you  have  to  spare  from  your  official  busi- 
ness, makes  it  proper  that  I should  apologize  for  troubling  you  with  these 
few  lines.  I am  indebted  to  your  kindness  for  my  situation  in  the  Choc- 
taw removal.  After  the  expenditures  shall  have  been  examined,  and  if  ap- 
proved by  yourself  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  I must  beg  of  you  that  you 
give  to  myself,  and  the  officers  that  were  with  me  in  the  Choctaw  removal, 
the  moving  of  the  Creeks.  I would  respectfully  state  that  we  can  remove, 
without  any  additional  agents,  the  Creeks  and  Choctaws:  the  latter  tribes 
are  now  reduced  to  a small  number,  and,  as  they  have  but  this  year  to  go  in, 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  them  off.  This,  together  with  the  expe- 
rience of  the  past,  I hope  will  induce  you  to  employ  me  with  the  Creeks;  and, 
if  thought  most  advisable,  my  brother  F.  W.  Armstrong,  who  acts  as  agent 
for  the  Choctaw  removal  west,  can  remove  them  entire,  and  transfer  me  to 
the  Creeks. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG. 

To  General  Andrew  Jackson. 


Nashville,  February  25,  1833. 

Sir:  From  the  very  limited  acquaintance  I had  the  honor  to  have  with 
you,  it  is  proper  that  I should  apologize  for  the  liberty  I have  taken  of  ad- 
dressing you.  xis  I have  had  the  pleasure  of  acting  under  your  orders  in 
the  Choctaw  emigration,  I have  determined  to  ask  your  interference  in  my 
behalf  in  the  Creek  removal,  which  1 presume  will  commence  this  fall. 
As  you  have  been  officially  informed  of  the  departure  of  the  officers  of  the 
army  from  here  to  Washington  with  their  accounts,  after  the  same  shall  have 
been  examined,  and  you  are  in  possession  of  every  thing  connected  with 
the  late  removal,  should  the  removal  meet  your  approbation,  I will  take  it 
as  an  additional  favor  if  you  will  exercise  your  kind  offices  in  my  behalf  for 
the  Creek  emigration. 
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I would  barely  remark  that^  as  the  Creeks  will  doubtless  pass  through 
Memphis^  I could,  with  Captain  Page  and  Lieutenant  Phillips,  take  as 
many  of  the  Creeks  as  would  wish  to  emigrate,  leaving  the  Choctaws  for 
the  other  disbursing  agents. 

I have  mentioned  my  wishes  to  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War  to 
be  engaged  in  the  Creek  removal,  and  hope  the  same  may  meet  your  ap- 
probation. With  my  limited  experience,  I trust  I could  meet  the  just  expec- 
tations of  your  department,  and  I hope  you  will  pardon  me  when  I say  it  is 
with  pleasure  I have  acted  under  your  orders. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM,  ARMSTRONG. 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G. 


Nashville,  February  25,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor,  dated  the 
11th  of  February,  with  a copy  of  a letter  to  Captain  Brown.  The  copy  for- 
warded me  to  Little  Rock  has  miscarried.  When  1 left  the  Choctaw  Agency 
West,  I crossed  over  to  Red  river,  and  came  from  there  to  Little  Rock. 
1 there  heard  that  Captain  Brown  had  received  the  instructions  which  your 
favor,  as  above,  contained.  I would  beg  leave  to  state  that  I do  not  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  have  more  than  one  disbursing  officer  on  Red  river,  and 
one  on  Arkansas.  The  provisions  are  issued  monthly;  and  the  meat  ration 
generally,  indeed  nearly  always,  on  the  hoof.  This,  together  with  the  ca- 
pacity, vigilance,  and  fidelity,  of  both  Lieutenants  Stephenson  and  Rains, 
makes  it  unnecessary  to  have  any  additional  disbursing  agent. 

Colonel  Rector  and  Doctor  Fulton  are  at  Little  Rock,  and  Captain  Brown 
will,  if  necessary,  despatch  them  to  the  nation.  Mr.  Cross  is  at  Madison, 
Indiana;  and,  as  I learn  from  him,  in  very  delicate  health. 

In  examining  the  accounts  of  the  disbursing  agents,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  the  parties  that  came  to  Memphis  cost  considerably  less  than  those  that 
went  to  Vicksburg.  The  distance  from  the  agency  to  Memphis  is  two 
hundred  miles:  the  emigrants  cost  between  five  and  six  dollars,  which  in- 
cludes that  of  the  provisions  that  supplied  them  to  Rock  Row,  about  one  hun- 
dred mpes  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  party  that  Lieutenant  Simonton 
was  with  will  cost  about  nine  dollars:  this  is  the  party  that  Mr.  Colquhouti 
had  charge  of.  It  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Simonton  to  say  that,  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  and  from  the  best  information  I could  gather,  he  per- 
formed his  duty.  He,  however,  was  late  in  joining  the  party — not  until  after 
they  had  began  to  collect.  This  party  travelled  through  an  expensive  part 
of  the  country,  where  proffisions  were  high.  The  distance  from  Garland^s 
old  field,  the  place  of  reddezvous,  is  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  miles. 

Lieutenant  Montgomery,  it  will  be  perceived,  was  with  Leflore^s  dis- 
trict: the  party  was  small,  and  cost  more  in  proportion  to  the  distance  they 
travelled  than  any  other.  From  this  district  we  expected  about  three  thousand 
emigrants,  and  had  but  six  hundred:  preparations  were  made  for  the  full 
number:  and  from  this  district  all  those  who  moved  themselves  went,  except 
the  party  I had  enrolled  at  St  Francis,  and  fifty  odd  who  went  with  Pitch- 
lyn.  Whilst  they  were  enrolling  in  Leflore’s  |district,  and  endeavoring  to 
bring  in  the  Indians,  and  had  for  that  purpose  under  pay  some  of  the  prin- 
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cipal  Indians,  those  very  Indians  were  secretly  engaging  parties  to  be  ready 
to  go  on  commutation;  and  when  Mr.  Cross  and  Lieut.  Montgomery  found 
they  could  not  get  more  to  come,  and  the  day  for  starting  had  arrived  so  as 
to  meet  at  the  appointed  time  at  Vicksburg,  they  found  themselves  with  six 
hundred  Indians  in  place  of  2,500  or  3,000.  On  examining,  you  will  find 
the  contingent  account  very  great,  and  much  to  be  attributed  to  this.  To 
Lieutenant  Montgomery  no  blame  can  be  attached;  for  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  and  economy  of  all  the  disbursing 
agents.  In  settling  the  accounts  of  Lieutenant  Montgomery,  I was  not  so 
well  satisfied  with  the  subsistence  account  of  the  agents:  if  it  is  objected  to, 
whatever  the  amount  is,  it  can  be  refunded. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Indians  who  emigrated  independently,  I have  to  re- 
mark, that  I left  the  Choctaw  nation  with  the  party  for  Memphis,  and  did 
not  believe  that  but  few,  if  any,  would  emigrate  in  any  other  way  than 
through  the  agents  of  Government,  except  Peter  Pitchlyn  and  Garland,  who 
went  from  Mushulatubbe’s  district  with  about  fifty,  chiefly  slaves  that  they 
purchased  with  the  proceeds  of  their  land,  and  other  means;  and,  as  the  ne- 
groes were  purchased  to  my  knowledge  long  after  the  treaty,  I determined 
to  await  the  decision  of  the  department  to  know  if  they  were  fairly  entitled 
to  commutation;  and,' if  they  were,  whether  the  Government  intended  their 
ferriages  should  be  paid.  I have  not  in  any  instance  given  a commutation 
ticket:  I was  opposed  to  give  any,  and  none  applied  except  in  the  case 
above.  I visited  Leflore’s  district  on  the  1st  of  October,  the  day  of  meet- 
ing, and  did  not  doubt  but  that  we  should  have  full  2,500  emigrants. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  deception  of  the  leaders  after  they  had  promised 
to  emigrate,  we  had  but  six  hundred.  The  expense  to  the  Government 
would  not  have  been  much  more  to  have  had  two  thousand  and  upwards, 
as  all  the  arrangements  were  made  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  that  upon 
pledges  actually  given.  Now  those  very  leaders  claim  a commutation.  If 
the  department  do  agree  to  give  any,  I must  be  pardoned  for  wishing  it  but 
little.  The  agent  west  will  bear  me  out  in  the  assertion,  that  all  the  over 
expenditures  for  wagons  east  and  at  Rock  Row  was  occasioned  by  those  In- 
dians failing  to  emigrate  with  us;  and,  immediately  after  the  departure  of 
Mr.  Cross  and  Lieutenant  Montgomery,  they  began  to  assemble  to  go  them- 
selves, and  with  some  of  the  very  leaders  who  had  been  with  the  agents,  and 
under  pay  as  before  stated. 

The  party,  as  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  17th  of  December,  from 
Strong’s,  on  the  St.  F rancis,  that  attempted  to  emigrate  independently,  I had 
them  enrolled  and  given  in  charge  of  Colonel  Rector,  and  by  him  conducted 
to  the  Choctaw  Agency  West.  This  party  promised  to  join  me  at  a place 
called  Toxish,  in  the  Chickasaw  nation,  about  seventy  miles  from  the  Choc- 
taw Agency.  They  no  doubt  intended  to  deceive  me,  and  I have  every  rea- 
son to  believe  never  did  intend  to  join  me,  but  to  start  on  and  follow  my 
trail,  and  get  the  commutation  ticket  on  their  arrival  west;  but  the  alarm  of 
the  cholera  kept  them  back,  and,  finding  them  destitute,  I thought  it  proper  to 
take  charge  of  them.  Had  they  joined  as  agreed  upon,  the  additional  ex- 
pense would  not  have  been  great.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  they  are 
entitled  to  a very  small  compensation.  I feel  confident  that,  with  the  addi- 
tional sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  I could  have  brought  them  to  Mem- 
phis. I therefore  think  that  about  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  would  be  a 
full  allowance.  I have  requested  Colonel  Rector  to  forward  me  a muster- 
roll  of  those  he  delivered  at  the  agency:  this  will  show  the  number,  and  those 
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who  are  entitled  to  the  money,  should  the  department  see  proper  to  make 
any  allowance. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain, 

" Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 
Superintendent  Choctaw  removal. 

To  General  Georoe  Gibson, 

ComThiesary  General  Subsistence. 


Nashville,  25M  February,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  quarterly  statement  of  agents,  &e., 
employed  in  the  Choctaw  removal  for  the  quarter  ending  31st  December, 
1832.  After  signing  the  accounts  of  the  disbursing  agents,  theyjdetermined 
amongst  themselves  to  proceed  to  Washington  City. 

Mr.  Cross,  one  of  the  assistant  agents,  after  conducting  a party  to  Red 
river,  near  Fort  Towson,  was  permitted  to  return  to  his  residence  in  Indiana, 
at  which  place  he  now  is,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  department.  Colonel 
Rector  conducted  the  party  from  Strong’s,  St.  Francis  river,  being  the  same 
party  that  attempted  to  emigrate  on  their  own  resources:  after  reaching  their 
destination,  I directed  him  to  report  to  Captain  Brown  for  further  instruc- 
tions. Mr.  William  S.  Colquhoun  was,  as  the  quarterly  statement  will 
shew,  suspended  by  F.  W.  Armstrong,  since  which  I have  not  heard  the 
decision  of  the  department.  Dr.  Fulton  and  Mr.  Irwin  were  sent  by  me 
(after  consulting  Captain  Brown)  to  point  Chicot,  on  the  Mississippi,  at 
which  place  a party  of  the  Choctaws  were  reported  to  be  in  distress:  the 
Indians  had  scattered  off  in  small  parties,  and  were  endeavoring  to  reach 
their  new  country.  Dr.  Fulton  returned  to  Little  Rock,  and  was  directed 
to  report  to  Captain  Brown.  Mr.  Irwin  joined  me  at  Memphis,  and  is 
now  here.  Mr.  Campbell,  after  accompanying  a party  to  Red  river,  also 
returned  to  this  place.  Mr.  R.  B.  Turner,  whose  name  was  submitted 
and  appointed  by  the  department  as  assistant  agent,  declined  serving  in  con- 
sequence of  ill  health.  Mr.  Spear  accompanied  a party  with  Mr.  Cross  to 
Red  river,  and,  as  I understand,  has  gone  to  Washington.  I have  been  no- 
tified by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  that,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
duced number  of  the  Choctaws  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  the  agency 
has  been  discontinued,  and  desiring  me  to  perform  such  services  as  the  In- 
dians may  require.  I will  go  to  the  agency  in  March,  and  take  with  me 
Mr.  Irwin,  and  ascertain  as  near  as  possible  liowmany  Choctaws  yet  remain, 
and  possess  myself  of  the  best  information  as  regards  the  next  emigration. 

I have  the  honor,  &c.,  • 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 
Superintendent  Choctaw  removal. 
To  General  George  Gibson,  C,  G.  S. 


Washington  City,  March  16,  1833. 

Sir:  The  axes  and  hoes  furnished  the  Choctaws  west,  and  made,  I be- 
lieve, by  a Mr.  Harris,  were  received  by  the  Indians  with  great  satisfaction, 
owing  to  their  being  light  and  w’ell  calculated  for  their  use.  Some  of  them 
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have  been  in  the  hands  of  Indians  for  upwards  of  twelve  months,  and  I have 
not  heard  a single  complaint.  For  the  reasons  stated,  I feel  it  my  duty,  as 
their  agent,  to  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  send  the  same  kind  of  axes  and  hoes 
when  you  furnish  the  remaining  five  hundred  under  the  treaty. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG,  C.  TTesL 

To  General  G.  Gibson. 


Washington  Citv,  March  19,  18  S3. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  laying  before  you  a report,  directed  to  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  War,  proposing  a change  in  the  allowance  for  actual  transpor- 
tation and  subsistence  granted  the  officers  engaged  in  the  removal  of  the 
Indians;  which  I must  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  place  before  the  Secretary,  ao 
as  to  produce  the  proper  action,  if  any,  on  the  subject  of  the  report. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Special  Agent  Wesio 

To  General  G,  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


On  board  Steamboat,  April  6,  1833*. 

Sir:  I was  at  the  office  a few  minutes  this  morning,  where  I thought  to 
meet  you,  but  was  forced  off  before  the  time  of  your  coming  arrived.  I 
saw  Mr.  Easton,  and  also  the  Secretary.  To  Mr.  Easton,  I gave  a message 
on  commutation  to  the  Indians,  which  was  to  have  been  delivered  to  you. 

I must  urge  upon  you  the  importance  of  putting  it  in  my  power  to  have 
the  full  authority  intended  me  in  the  Secretary’s  book  of  instructions.  I wish 
to  have  it  in  my  power  to  proceed,  if  it  is  found  to  be  cheapest,  upon  our 
own  contracts  west,  and  not  be  obliged,  without  any  discretion,  to  make 
my  requisitions  upon  Captain  Brown.  I am  fully  satisfied  with  his  prompt- 
ness in  filling  all  heretofore;  but,  as  I am  responsible,  I must  insist  on  being 
allowed  to  act  according  to  circumstances.  I do  know  it  will  be  best  to  put 
funds  at  once,  say  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  Nashville  to  the  credit 
of  our  three  disbursing  officers.  Lieut.  Montgomery,  as  he  told  me,  would 
likely  go  elsewhere.  Three  will  be  sufficient  for  our  purposes  this  fall. 
Please  answer  this  to  Nashville  by  the  time  I reach  there.  I wish  it  left 
with  the  superintendent,  also,  to  direct  whether  it  is  best  for  a disbursing 
officer  to  act  at  all  times,  when  present  with  a party,  as  a conductor.  When 
contracts  are  not  let  out,  and  supplies  to  be  purchased,  they  cannot  do  both 
duties;  and,  to  prevent  any  right  to  claim  the  positive  conducting  of  the 
party,  it  would  be  best  to  leave  it  with  us  for  circumstances  to  direct. 

I am,  with  great  regard, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Special  Agent  JVest, 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 
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Knoxville,  ^dpril  17,  1833. 

Sir:  I had  a conversation  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  which  I told  him 
we  must  have  the  steamer  Archimedes  a}>;ain  to  aid  in  emigration.  He  said 
it  should  be  so,  and  referred  me  to  the  Engineer  Department  to  make  the 
arrangement  certain.  I omitted,  in  my  hurry,  to  do5o.  I must  therefore 
ask  the  favor  of  you  to  have  such  an  arrangement  made  as  will  most  cer- 
tainly put  that  boat  at  Memphis  by  the  10th  day  of  October,  as  we  hope  to 
be  sooner  on  the  march  this  fall.  The  boat  is  now  up  Red  river,  but  can 
be  ordered  down  early  before  the  water  falls.  She  is  the  only  boat  well 
suited  for  our  business;  and  she  we  cannot  well  do  without.  The  Heliopolis 
we  could  make  out  with,  but  not  half  vSo  well.  Your  early  attention  to  this 
is  important  for  the  success  of  our  movements.  Please  answer  this,  directed 
to  Nashville. 

I reached  here  safe  and  well  last  evening.  I will  soon  be  on  the  west 

side. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Special  Jlgent  West. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Knoxville,  Ma^  12,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  I will  leave  this  place  to- 
morrow for  the  Western  Agency.  In  passing  Nashville,  every  arrange- 
ment will  be  made  after  receiving  such  instructions  as  you  may  have  for- 
warded me  since  my  departure  from  Washington.  As  i am  now  taking 
my  family  with  me,  I have  been  kept  here  a few  days  longer  than  1 expect- 
ed, but  every  thing  will  be  done  in  good  time  connected  with  the  eraigra- 
tion.  Before  leaving  Washington,  1 requested  John  Millard  to  join  me  at 
this  place,  if  possible,  by  the  first  of  May.  I was  anxious  for  him  to  aid  us 
in  the  business  of  emigration.  He  has  been  all  through  the  nation,  and 
knows  the  Indians;  and  I know  him,  and  can  depend  on  him.  He  reached 
here  on  the  1st  of  May,  and  left  Washington  on  the  22d  April.  I could 
not  get  him  to  say  positively  that  he  would  come  before  I left  the  city. 

Irwin,  Cross,  and  Millard,  will  go  direct  to  the  agency  upon  my  getting 
to  Nashville,  so  that  the  Choctaws  may  be  put  early  in  motion,  and,  by  se- 
curing every  neighborhood  in  the  old  nation,  we  can  know,  by  the  first  of 
September,  nearly  all  the  Indians  yet  to  emigrate. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 
Siipermtendeni  West  Mississippi. 

To  General  George  Gibsonj  C.  G,  S. 

I 

Nashville,  Jtme  14,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  enclosing  you  the  receipt  required  by  your  de- 
partment. 

I wrote  the  Secretary  of  War  some  weeks  ago,  stating  my  detention  here, 
and  the  melancholy  cause.  The  cholera  is  still  here,  and  is  spreading  all 
52 
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through  the  country.  In  a small  town  on  Elk  river,  within  thirty  miles  of 
Huntsville,  Pulaski,  where  there  are  not  more  than  seven  or  eight  hundred 
people,  thirty-four  deaths  in  a few  days.  Indeed,  it  is  difficult  now  to  make 
any  calculation  certain.  I have  recovered,  and  am  pretty  well.  My  wife 
was  in  a doubtful  situation  for  forty-eight  hours,  but  she  is  nearly  well.  In* 
deed,  we  have  been  generally  sick  here  with  the  premonitory  symptoms, 
but  the  physicians  say  to-day,  that  it  is  abating  in  town,  but  worse  in  the 
country. 

I will  leave  here  on  Tuesday  for  the  agency  alone,  my  family  being  un* 
able  to  travel.  I hope  to  do  all  the  business  over  there  in  July  and  August, 
and  get  back  to  commence  in  time  for  the  arrival  of  the  Indians  at  Memphis. 
My  brother,  with  his  assistants,  are  off  to  make  all  arrangements  for  an  early 
movement;  and,  by  scouring  the  nation,  they  can  know  before  the  first  of 
August  nearly  the  exact  number  of  Indians. 

I will  take  this  occasion  to  call  your  attention  to  letters  on  the  subject  of  con- 
tracts. I wish  to  be  informed  specifically  whether  I am  authorized,  should  I 
deem  it  best,  to  contract  on  the  routes  from  Rock  Row,  or  must  I depend,  as 
usual,  on  Captain  Brown,  by  making  requisitions?  I must  still  insist  upon  the 
advantage  which  I do  think  will  accrue  to  the  public  by  letting  me  have  the 
full  benefit  of  the  regulations  upon  the  subject  of  supplies,  transportation, 
&c.  Captain  Brown  being  instructed  to  fill  such  requisitions  as  I may  make 
on  him,  the  very  fact  of  my  having  the  power  to  let  out  in  small  contracts 
will  break  down  those  combining  gentry.  On  my  return  to  this  pUce,  I vvill 
travel  from  Fort  Smith  to  Rock  Row,  and  it  vvill  be  after  the  crops  are  made, 
and  the  precise  time  for  contracting  cheap 

Please  inform  us  whether  or  not  a change  will  be  allowed  in  the  dividing 
the  duties  of  conducting  and  disbursing.  My  views  upon  the  importance 
of  keeping  these  duties  in  the  hands  of  different  persons,  you  are  already 
in  possession  of.  This  done,  the  superintendents  can  control  without  a pro- 
spect of  difficulty;  but  if  the  disbursing  officer  has  the  right  to  claim  to  com* 
duct,  and  also  to  supply,  there  must  be  a clashing  of  views.  It  is  best  that 
all  things  should  be  plainly  understood.  There  must  be  a head,  and  some 
one  to  decide  on  all  matters.  As  it  now  is,  if  the  officer  is  present,  he  must 
conduct:  this  should  be  in  conformity  with  circumstances,  and  the  superin- 
tendent to  judge. 

We  got  on  well  last  fall,  because  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  were  deter- 
mined, as  well  as  ourselves,  not  to  stickle;  and  I hope  and  think  it  will  be 
80  again,  yet  I like  to  have  marks  to  go  by. 

Excuse  this  letter:  these  are  not  copying  times,  and  I have  been  obliged 
to  make  this  very  much  of  a mixed  up  letter. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Superintendent  West  Misnssippil 

To  General  Gibson,  C.  O,  S. 


Nashville,  June  26,  1833. 

Sir:  After  a severe  attack  of  fever,  following  a cholera  training,  I ans 
barely  able  this  morning  to  enclose  you  the  advertisement  for  looms  and 
wheels.  The  specimen  articles  I could  not  get  made  and  delivered  until  the 
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25th  instant,  owing  to  the  entire  suspension  of  business  for  the  last  month  in 
this  country  in  consequence  of  the  cholera.  This  place  is  now  clear  of  it, 
but  the  weather  very  cold,  and  a good  deal  of  fever  prevails.  I thought 
that  before  this  I would  have  been  at  my  agency:  still  there  is  the  greatest 
plenty  of  time,  if  I can  get  once  more  my  strength. 

The  Arkansas  papers,  you  see,  give  a most  dreadful  account  of  the  freshets, 
and  I fear  we  will  have  to  pay  high  for  corn  in  the  fall  emigration. 

From  the  early  movements  of  cholera  in  this  southern  quarter,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that,  before  the  coming  movement  of  the  Indians  to  rendezvous,  it 
will  have  passed  off:  otherwise,  it  will  be  a most  difficult  matter  to  find 
persons  to  enter  our  camp  with  their  teams,  &c.  If  we  can  but  have  health 
ill  this  quarter,  among  those  persons  engaged  in  the  emigration,  with  the 
well  known  promptness  of  your  department,  you  may  rest  perfectly  easy: 
all  will  be  done  that  can  be,  and,  I hope,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  de- 
partment. 

Captain  Hook  will  accept,  before  filing  this  away,  my  best  wishes  for  his 
continued  good  health,  and  will  please  tender  for  me  the  same  kind  feeling 
to  all  my  acquaintances  in  your  department. 

I h<?.ve  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Super  mi  endeni  West  Mminippi. 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Choctaw  Agency,  June  20,  1833. 

Sir:  I arrived  here  a few  days  since  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  for  the 
next  emigration.  I find  the  remaining  Choctaws  very  much  scattered 
through  the  nation,  and,  from  the  best  information,  many  of  them  are  in  a 
destitute  situation.  Corn  is  very  scarce,  and  selling  at  from  two  to  three 
dollars  per  bushel.  Messrs  Cross,  Millard,  and  Irwin,  are  engaged  in  ascer- 
taining the  number  of  Indians,  with  any  other  information  necessary  for  the 
emigration.  I have  determined  on  rendezvousing  on  the  15th  September, 
which  is  as  early  as  the  new  corn  ivill  do  to  use:  at  present  the  crops  bid  fair 
to  be  abundant.  Mr.  Cross  is  in  Leflore’s  district;  Mr.  Millard,  in  Nitucha- 
cbe’s,  and  Mr.  Irwin,  in  Mushulatubbe’s.  They  will  each  travel  over  their 
district,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  see  the  Indians,  and  by  the  15th  Septem» 
her,  I have  no  doubt  every  thing  will  be  organized  for  the  emigration.  The 
very  destitute  situation  of  a large  proportion  of  the  Choctaws  will  insure 
their  meeting  at  the  appointed  time.  By  the  1st  October  we  will  all  be  un- 
der way,  which  is  seventeen  days  earlier  than  last  year.  We  have  a good 
road  that  we  cut  out  last  season  from  the  agency  to  Memphis,  and  I propose 
to  bring  the  Indians  up  the  old  military  road  from  Nituchache’s  district, 
which  is  south  in  the  direction  of  Mobile;  and  Leflore’s  district,  to  come  up 
the  Robinson  road,  (main  road  to  Jackson,)  and  all  pass  the  agency  and  take 
the  road  that  I went  last  year,  through  the  Chickasaw  nation,  to  Memphis: 
by  this  means  all  will  be  concentrated  on  one  road  from  the  agency,  and  I 
can  better  attend  to  them.  If  they  go  to  Vicksburg,  it  will  cost  as  much  to 
take  them  up  the  Mississippi  to  White  river  landing  as  the  additional  land 
travel  will  amount  to,  together  with  the  fact  that  we  have  a better  prospect 
of  avoiding  cholera.  If  we  can  escape  this  scourge^  with  the  experience  ©f 
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last  year,  and  our  early  preparations,  1 flatter  myself  to  meet  the  just  ex- 
pectations of  the  department.  I will  keep  you  apprized,  from  time  to  time, 
of  our  movements. 

Respectfully,  ® 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 
Superintendent  Choctaw  removal. 

To  General  GEORctE  Gibson,  C,  G.  S. 


Nashville,  August  5,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  stating  to  you  that  I have  just  been  advised  by 
assistants  Cross,  Millard,  and  Irwin,  of  the  number  of  Choctaws  yet  remain- 
ing in  the  districts  assigned  to  each  of  them. 

Mr.  Cross,  who  is  in  Leflore’s  district,  states  in  his  letter:  ‘‘I  compute 
the  strength  of  this  district  at  four  thousand  souls,  and  it  is  singularly 
strange,  but  nevertheless  true,  that  no  certain  estimate  can  be  made  on  their 
being  over  one  thousand  souls  to  emigrate.”  From  the  above  extract  you 
will  perceive  how  uncertain  and  undetermined  a large  proportion  of  the  In- 
dians are  as  to  emigrating.  Some  desire  to  remain,  and  others  say  they  in- 
tend  to  follow  their  different  leaders  to  the  Spanish  country.  1 hope,  how- 
ever, when  1 go  to  the  nation,  to  reconcile  their  conflicting  ideas,  and  get 
off  a greater  number  than  present  appearances  would  seem  to  indicate.  Mr. 
Millard  reported  the  number  of  Choctaws  yet  remaining  in  Nituchache’s 
district  at  about  fifteen  hundred,  but  the  same  difiiculty  existed  that  does 
with  Mr.  Cross:  it  is  expected  that  about  seven  hundred  will  emigrate. 
Mr.  Irwin  states  the  number  remaining  in  Muskulatubbe’s  district  to  be 
about  seven  hundred,  and  of  this  number  four  hundred  are  expected  to  emi- 
grate. The  remaining  party  have  joined  Little  Leader,  who  has  gathered 
them  around  him,  and  they  say  they  will  remain. 

The  disbursing  agents  are  expected  in  a few  days,  when  I will  set  out  for 
the  nation:  and,  upon  my  arrival,  every  fair  exertion  will  be  used  to  induce 
them  to  emigrate,  as  this  is  the  last  year  they  have  to  emigrate  by  the  treaty 
through  the  Government.  1 flatter  myself  that,  when  the  time  for  starting 
arrives,  and  they  are  distinctly  informed  of  their  true  situation,  we  shall 
have  a general  turn  out.  You  will  readil}^  perceive  how  impracticable  it 
would  be  to  make  a correct  requisition  for  funds.  But  I would  respectfully 
suggest  the  propriety  of  placing  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the 
credit  of  Captain  Page,  who  will  take  charge  of  Leflore’s  district,  where 
the  great  body  of  Indians  are;  and  half  that  sum  to  the  credit  of  Lieuten- 
ants Phillips  and  Lane,  all  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  this  place.  I have  no 
doubt  that  most,  if  not  all  the  provision,  will  be  purchased  at  Memphis,  and 
taken  with  us  to  Rock  Row,  to  do  as  far  as  Little  Rock.  This  will  require 
funds  in  hand:  however,  the  sum  above  will  meet  all  our  wants. 

Messrs.  Cross,  Millard,  and  Irwin,  will  act  as  enrolling  agents.  I design  to 
have  no  other  assistant  except  Mr.  Campbell,  who  was  with  us  last  year; 
and  not  him  until  his  services  are  really  required. 

Mr.  Hite,  the  owner  of  the  ferry  at  Memphis,  has  forwarded  his  account 
lo  a gentleman  in  this  place.  I have  looked  over  the  account,  not  minutely. 
Our  agreement  was  to  pay  one  half  of  whatt  he  legal  rates  of  ferriages  should 
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be:  the  whole  amount  is  between  seven  and  eight  hundred  dollars,  which 
would  give  in  reality  half  that  sum.  I requested  the  gentleman  who  holds 
the  papers  to  give  them  to  me  to  forward  on  as  you  directed:  he  has  not 
done  so.  I would  be  glad  to  be  instructed  to  have  this  account  paid  after  it 
shall  be  strictly  examined. 

It  is  very  important  to  have  the  funds  early,  and  I would  therefore  beg 
your  attention  t©  this  subject.  One  of  the  disbursing  officers  can  remain 
here  a few  days  after  their  arrival,  and  take  on  the  funds. ^ I will  keep  you 
advised  from  time  to  time  of  our  movements. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 


To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Sup,  Choc,  removals 


Nashville,  %^ugust  15,  1833. 

Sir:  You  will  find  the  cattle  account  for  1832  enclosed.  In  the  press  of 
business,  when  setting  out  with  the  last  year’s  emigration,  some  vouchers 
were  not  taken,  which  has  delayed  the  sending  on  the  account  this  long.  I 
had  written  Colonel  Byrne  several  letters  to  forward  me  such  papers  as  he 
had,  for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  account;  but  1 got  nothing  from  him 
until  I went  down  to  Columbus  myself. 

Captain  Page  proceeded  this  morning  to  the  agency.  I set  out  with  Lieu- 
tenant Lane  next  stage.  Lieutenant  Phillips  will  remain  and  take  on  the 
funds,  which  we  hope  will  shortly  be  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  differ- 
ent officers,  in  bank  here,  as  requested, 

I feel  very  confident  we  have  all  things  in  a proper  train  for  the  emi- 
gration, I will  keep  you  advised  of  our  movements. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 

Sup.  Choc,  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


Choctaw  Agency,  Axigusl  31,  18.33. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication, 
saying  that  the  funds  for  the  emigration  would  be  deposited,  as  requested, 
at  Nashville. 

The  suggestion  by  you  as  to  a council  is  readily  adopted;  and  I hope  in 
a few  days  to  give  a good  account  of  the  disposition  of  the  Indians  to  emi- 
grate~after  which  I will  write  more  fully.  There  is,  however,  considera- 
ble disposition  with  the  Indians  to  remain.  I will  however,  as  strongly  as 
I can,  place  their  true  situation  before  them. 

Respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 

^ Sup.  Choc,  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C,  G,  S, 
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Leflore’s  District, 

Choctaw  Nation^  September  8,  1833. 

F Sir:  I am  not  apprized  of  the  practicability  of  getting  the  services  of  one 
of  the  United  States’  steam  snag-boats  for  the  emigration  this  year.  If  we 
could  have  the  Archimedes  at  Memphis  between  the  15th  and  18th  of  Oc* 
tober,  I would  respectfully  recommend  the  propriety  of  it.  She  is  of  a 
light  draft  of  water,  and  could,  if  necessary,  go  up  White  river,  as  she  did 
last  year,  after  asssisting  over  with  the  main  body  of  the  Indians,  their  po- 
nies, and  wagons.  The  ferriage  over  the  Mississippi  is  very  high,  and 
unless  we  had  the  Archimedes,  which  is  so  well  calculated,  no  doubt  the 
fall  charge  of  ferriage  would  be  charged  us  at  Memphis.  This  is  a consi- 
deration, independent  of  the  delay  in  crossing  over  in  a ferryboat.  1 would 
be  glad  to  be  informed  if  we  can  depend  upon  the  boat.  Please  advise  me  at 
Memphis;  as  we  leave  here  1st  October,  and  cannot  receive  an  answer  before 
starting.  To-morrow  we  meet  the  Indians  in  council  in  this  district.  Cap- 
tains Page  and  Cross  are  both  here.  Every  exertion  will  be  made  to  per- 
suade the  Indians  to  emigrate.  I will  however  advise  you  of  our  success 
in  a few  days  in  endeavoring  to  impress  upon  the  Indians  the  necessity  of 
emigrating,  and  the  advantage  of  their  new  country;  and  the  benefits  arising 
to  them,  under  the  treaty,  by  annuities,  the  year’s  provision,  &c. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 


To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Sup,  Choc,  removal  ^ 


Choctaw  Agency,  September  14,  1833. 

Sir:  Since  I had  the  honor  of  addressing  you,  I have  had  a council  with  a 
number  of  the  Indians  of  Leflore’s  district.  I find  them  much  opposed  to  emi- 
grating; yet,.  I hope  and  believe,  a favorable  impression  as  to  their  removal 
was  made  with  a good  number.  As  I had  been  through  their  new  country 
west,  I could  speak  securely  to  them,  and  advise  their  removal,  even  to 
those  who,  under  the  treaty,  had  acquired  land.  But,  strange  as  it  is,  it  is 
also  true,  that  there  are  a large  party  who  seem  almost  determined  to  remain, 
not  one  of  whom  have  a foot  of  land.  This  is  owing  to  some  three  or  four 
leading  captains  who,  themselves,  are  entitled  to  land,  either  given  them  in 
the  treaty,  or  have  taken  the  five  j^ears’  stay,  which  will  give  them  land. 
To  those  captains  I appealed  in  as  strong  language  as  I could,  and  informed 
them  that  the  laws  were  extended  over  them,  and  that  they  could  not  pro- 
tect their  warriors  against  the  laws;  that,  although  they  themselves  had  land, 
their  people  had  not;  that  the  Government  were  anxious  for  them  to  re- 
move; that  this  was  the  last  year  they  would  be  emigrated  at  the  expense  of 
the  United  States.  I explained  the  advantages  of  their  country  west,  with 
all  the  benefits  arising  from  the  treaty,  and  the  many  articles  that  would  be 
furnished,  and  the  ten  thousand  dollars  to  be  divided  amongst  those  who 
had  no  land  here  given  them  by  the  treaty.  Finally,  I urged  every  consi- 
deration to  induce  them  to  go.  I assure  you  it  is  distressing  to  me  to  find 
that  those  people  are  so  blind  to  their  own  interest;  yet  I shall  not  relax 
in  my  exertions.  To-morrow  I set  out  for  Nituchache’s  district,  and  will 
have  a council  there  on  the  16th.  There  is  opposition  to  the  emigration  in 
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that  district.  I have  with  me  a good  interpreter,  and  go  from  house  to 
house,  and  endeavor  to  start  them  oflf.  We  shall  avoid  the  heavy  expenses 
by  keeping  out  the  wagons  until  we  discover  the  probable  number  of  Indians 
we  shall  have  to  remove.  Nothing  shall  be  left  undone  to  get  them  off,  and 
with  the  least  possible  expense  to  thei  Government.  I will  keep  you  ad- 
vised of  our  movements,  and  hope  by  the  25th  of  the  month  to  give  you  a 
better  account.  I will  be  here  again  on  that  day. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 

Sup.  Choc,  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Choctaw  Agency,  Mississippi,  llth  Oct.,  183$. 

Sir:  The  Indians  have  been  so  very  slow  in  getting  in,  that  we  are  yet 
detained  here.  We  leave  on  to-morrow  with  about  one  thousand.  Such 
was  the  opposition  to  their  emigrating,  that  I was  fearful  at  one  time  that 
\ we  should  not  have  one  good  party.  Many  causes  or  objections  were  pre« 
sented  by  the  Indians  in  opposition  to  removing;  in  Nituchache^s  district 
we  held  a council,  with  two  hundred  warriors,  representing  two  thousand 
souls;  and  they  positively  refused  to  emigrate,  and  to  avid  having  any  thing 
more  to  do  with  us,  they  actually  have  left  their  horses,  and  some  of  them 
have  gone  to  Mobile;  and  others  through  the  State  of  Mississippi,  picking 
out  cotton  in  the  different  plantations.  Every  exertion  to  remove  their  pre- 
judices, and  to  persuade  them  to  emigrate,  was  urged  by  myself  and  Lieu- 
tenant Lane,  but  to  no  effect.  In  Leflore’s  district  there  are  a party  who 
are  adjoining  the  one  above,  who  have  come  to  the  same  determination.  They 
act  in  concert,  and  are  one  thousand  in  number;  none  of  this  party  will 
emigrate.  There  are  also  three  treaty  captains  in  this  district,  who  are  eri- 
titled  to  land,  and  they  have  influenced  many  of  their  people  to  remain  with 
them.  I had  every  prospect  of  having  a party  two  thousand  strong  from  the 
remainder  of  the  district,  and  actually  had  that  number  promised;  but  the  ar- 
rival of  an  Indian  from  the  Choctaw  nation  west,  who  gave  the  information 
that  all  who  emigrated  on  their  own  resources  last  year  were  soon  to  be 
paid,  caused  upwards  of  one  thousand  to  change  their  determination,  and  to 
remove  themselves.  My  impression  is,  the  Indian  was  sent  by  the  traders 
west  to  induce  others  to  emigrate  themselves.  In  this,  Mushulalubbe’s, 
district,  nearly  all  have,  and  are  going,  except  a party  headed  by  Little  Lea- 
der, about  two  hundred  in  number,  who  are  determined  to  remain. 

We  have  had  many  difficulties  to  encounter:  the  chiefs  are  all  west;  all 
the  discontented  of  the  nation  are  here — those  who  opposed  the  treaty. 

The  country  is  fast  settling  with  the  whites,  and  whiskey  very  plenty 
through  the  country,  and  many  of  the  whites  who  have  groceries  are  detain- 
ing the  Indians.  1 know  we  have  done  all  that  could  be  done  to  get  them 
off  I feel  the  disappointment,  yet,  1 am  confident  that  there  will  be  three 
thousand  remaining  after  we  leave,  and  all  those  who  will  emigrate  on  their 
own  resources.  Captain  Page  will  conduct  the  party  on,  which  will  be  con- 
solidated in  one.  Lieutenant  Phillips  will  be  ahead  engaging  corn,  &fc. 
Lieutenant  Lane  has  gone  to  Indiana.  Mr.  Cross  has  been  very  unwell, 
and,  inconsequence  of  his  bad  health,  I have  consented  for  him  to  return  to 
his  residence,  at  which  place  the  department  will  advise  him  if  they  have 
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further  use  for  his  services:  his  ill  health  would  not  have  admitted  of  his 
exposing  himself.  Captain  Page  has  also  but  just  recovered  from  a severe 
spell  of  sickness.  Indeed  the  country  has  been  very  sickly,  and  much  of  it 
with  the  Indians.  We  have  many  old,  lame,  and  blind:  nevertheless,  with 
what  we  have,  we  shall  get  on  well;  all  shall  be  properly  enrolled,  and  we 
will  reach  Memphis  on  the  last  day  of  this  month. 

1 have  advised  Captain  Brown  of  our  numbers,  and  the  time  of  our  arrival 
at  l\Iemphis. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 
Superintendent  €hoctaw  remcvah 

Gen,  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Memphis,  3lst  Ocloher^  1833 

Sir:  The  emigrating  Choctaw’s  arrived  here  on  yesterday,  (30th,)  and  are 
this  evening  all  over  the  Mississippi.  The  Archimedes  had  broken  her 
shaft  about  twenty  miles  above  this,  and  was  unable  to  give  us  au}^  assistance. 
The  river  is  nearly  one  mile  in  width  here,  and,  with  but  two  small  flats  to 
ferry  the  Indian  wagons  over,  detained  us  a day  longer.  I engaged  a steam^ 
boat  to  ferry  across  the  river  the  Indians  and  the  ponies,  and  to  transport  the 
baggage,  and  as  many  as  we  can  get  aboard,  of  the  women  and  children,  to 
Rock  Row.  There  is  another  steamboat  here;  and  if  we  can  get  the  Indians 
on  board,  we  will  engage  her,  as  it  will  be  only  a trip  to  Rock  ?low.  The 
steamboat  we  have  engaged  has  a large  keelboat  attached  to  her;"^and  I de- 
sign placing  the  Indian  cariole  and  small  wagons  aboard,  and  taking  them 
on  to  Rock  Row,  as  it  will  be  almost  impracticable  to  get  them  through  the 
swamp.  I have  written  Captain  Brown  of  the  time  we  will  arrive  at  Rock 
Row,  our  numbers,  and  have  been  advised  that  all  is  ready  for  our  reception. 
The  Indians  are  in  fine  health;  no  sickness  on  the  river.  The  swamp  is 
tolerably  good,  and  I hope  to  be  at  Little  Rock  by  the  12th  of  November. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

' WM.  ARMSTRONG, 

Superintendent  Choctaw  reinovaL 

Gen,  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G.-S, 


Choctaw  AgencV*,  Sfh  November^  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  every  arrangement  for  the 
reception  of  three  thousand  Choctaws  was  made  at  Rock  Row  on  the  first  of 
this  month.  In  the  absence  of  Captain  Brown,  Colonel  Rector  received  my 
requisitions,  and,  as  previously  instructed  by  Captain  Brown,  carried  all  into 
efiect.  T repaired  to  the  neighborhood  of  that  place  on  the  2Sth  October, 
taking  Little  Rock  in  my  route  from  this  place.  While  there,  a letter  from 
William  Armstrong  to  Captain  Brown  was  the  first  information  received 
that  a less  number  than  (at  least)  three  thousand  would  certainly  emigrate 
this  season. 

The  reasons  given,  I have  no  doubt,  you  are  in  full  possession  of.  The 
trading  interest  is  so  grsat  that  they  can  control  any  thing.  I certainly  left 
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Washington  City  under  the  belief  that  no  more  Indians  would  be  authorizep 
to  expect  commutation,  and  so  stated  to  my  brother:  he  told  them  this,  and 
but  for  a runner  from  the  trading  community  on  Red  river  to  the  old  na- 
tion, the  two  thousand  one  hundred  from  Leflore’s  district  would  have  taken 
up  the  march  under  the  supplies  of  the  Government  These  are  the 
same  Indians  that  caused  me  to  have  forty  wagons  at  Rock  Row  last  year 
more  than  was  wanting.  They  deserve  to  feel  the  effects  of  this  second 
disappointment  from  the  department.  Finding  so  fevy  Indians  on  the  march, 
andall  in  one  party  wdth  Captain  Page,  Mr.  Irwin,  and  Mr.  Little,  Lieuten- 
ant Phillips,  and  Mr.  Millard,  on  the  wing  for  supplies,  &c.,  1 determined  to 
ask  my  brother  to  come  on  this  side  the  river,  and  perform  my  duty.  I left 
my  wife  in  a delicate  situation,  and  while  I was  absent,  and  two  days  before 
I returned,  she  was  confined;  and  but  for  the  goodness  of  the  late  Captain 
Holt,  now  a practising  physician,  and  employed  to  attend  the  troops  at  Fort 
Smith,  she  must  have  died.  Indeed  my  entire  family,  and  every  body  else 
except  myself,  has  been  down  sick,  but  are  getting  a little  better. 

A few  days  ago  a Doctor  McCurry,  employed  by  me  to  vaccinate  the 
Choctaws,  died  here,  aged  twenty -five  years,  son  of  Thomas  McCurry  of 
Knoxville,  I left  my  family,  to  perform  strictly  my  duty  as  superinten- 
dent; but  I hope,  after  finding  that  the  public  interest  would  not  suffer,  and 
getting  my  brother  to  perform  my  duty,  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  depart- 
ment that  I have  returned  to  make  arrangements  for  paying  these  commu- 
tation Indians.  I arrived  here  early  in  September  to  pay  them,  or  proper- 
ly to  make  the  muster  for  doing  so,  but  there  w^as  not  funds,  and  nothing 
eould  be  done.  Captain  Brown  has  now  the  funds  (so  he  informs  me)  to  pay 
them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  seri'ant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG,  S.  W,  M. 

To  General  Geor^ie  Gibson,  O,  G,  S, 


Rock  Row,  lih  November,  1833. 

Sir:  The  emigrating  party  of  Choctaws  that  embarked  in  tlie  steamboat 
at  Memphis  have  just  landed  at  this  place  in  safety,  and,  on  the  9th,  I expect 
to  be  joined  by  those  who  are  coming  with  the  horses  by  land.  Immediate- 
ly on  their  arrival  1 will  organize  and  divide  the  parties:  those  by  Red 
river  will  proceed  on  by  way  of  Little  Rock,  and  those  for  Arkansas  will 
take  off  thirty  miles  on  this  side  of  Little  Rock,  and  cross  the  river  about 
seventy-five  miles  above. 

Enclosed  is  a statement  of  Indians,  horses,  and  oxen,  from  which  it  will 
be  seen  that  we  have  a great  number  of  horses,  &c.  I have  been  so  much 
engaged  as  not  to  have  made  out  sooner  a quarterly  statement  of  agents.  It 
is  now-  enclosed,  however.  I have  now,  in  my  possession,  all  the  vouchers, 
&c.,  for  the  cattle  received  and  sold  previous  to  our  starting  from  the  nation. 
Upon  my  return  to  Nashville,  I will  forward  them  with  a full  account  of 
the  same.  On  my  arrival  here  I found  wagons,  &c.,  prepared  to  convey  the 
party  on;and  atMns.  Black’s,  twenty  miles  distant  from  this  place,  we  enter 
on  the  contract  made  by  Captain  Brown. 

1 am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 
Superintendent  Choctaw  removaL 
To  General  Georoe  Gibson,  C,  G*  So 
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Fort  Towson,  December  16,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  we  completed  the  payment 
to  the  commutation  Indians  on  Arkansas  river,  on  the  8th  instant,  to  all  that 
were  not  out  hunting:  the  few  that  are  yet  to  be  paid  are  notified  to  be  at 
the  agency  on  the  15th  January;  by  which  time  I will  be  able  to  finish  pay- 
ing for  this  river,  and  get  back  to  the  agency.  To-morrow  we  pay  at  the 
Mountain  I'ork  depot,  and  on  the  19th  we  pay  at  this  place. 

The  emigrating  party,  conducted  by  John  M.  Millard,  reached  the  agency 
on  the  second  instant,  and  all  the  issues  made  to  them  of  arms,  axes,  &c., 
on  the  day  after. 

Captain  Page  left  here  yesterday  for  Nashville,  having  delivered  his  party 
here  on  the  11th  this  month.  The  season  has  been  good,  and  you  will  per- 
ceive that  the  emigrants  made  an  uncommonly  rapid  march.  I only  regret 
that  those  unfortunate  people,  who  are  now  east,  have  acted  so  foolishly: 
they  must  suffer  unless  the  Government  yet  extends  relief  to  them. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  no  allowance  under  the  treaty  can  be  made  any 
Indian  on  his  arrival  here,  unless  he  left  the  old  nation  before  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1834.  I will  report  more  fully  to  you  at  the  end  of  this  quarter. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 
Superintendent  West  Mississippi^ 
To  General  Georoe  Gibson^  C.  G,  S, 
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Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.,  September  24,  1831. 

Sir:  Your  communication  dated  the  9th  instant,  accompanied  by  general 
order  No.  105,  detailing  me  for  duty  in  your  department,  is  received,  and 
the  appointment  to  the  duties  therein  referred  to  is  accepted. 

I shall  repair  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  and  enter  upon  those  duties  with 
as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 


To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,,  Washington  City. 


Captain  6th  Infantry. 


Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.,  September  26,  1831. 

Dear  General:  To  guard  against  accidents  as  well  as  delays,  which  some- 
times occur,  I cover  herewith  copy  of  communication  made  to  you  on  the 
24th  instant. 

For  this  mark  of  confidence  in  designating  me  for  superintending  duties, 
I pray  you  to  accept  my  thanks;  at  the  same  time  I may  assure  you  that  I 
enter  upon  the  duties  with  much  cheerfulness;  and,  if  within  my  physical 
scope,  they  shall  be  performed. 

Accept  my  prayers  for  your  health,  and  my  best  wishes  for  your  happi- 
ness. 

J.  BROWN, 

Captain  6ih  Infantry^ 
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Little  Rock,  A,  T.,  October  17, 1831. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place,  and  to  inform 
you  that  I shall  enter  upon  the  duties  assigned  me  without  delay:  and  I am, 
sir,  Very  respectfully, 

Your^obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 
Captain  6/4  Infantry. 


To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G>  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  26,  1831. 

Sir:  I cover  herewith  three  contracts,  with  bonds,  for  the  delivery  of 
beef  to  Indians,  the  Choctaws  west  of  the  Mississippi;  also,  abstract  of 
bids,  with  notice  under  which  the  contracts  were  made. 

As  no  certain  intelligence  has  been  received  of  the  numbers,  as  well  as  of 
the  time  when  the  emigrants  will  reach  their  new  homes;  and  as  it  has 
been  intimated  to  me  that,  in  all  probability,  there  will  remain  under  con- 
tract for  delivery  after  the  1st  of  January  next,  say  three  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  contracted  for  by  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  and  which  must  be 
consumed  before  any  part  of  those  contracts  are  touched,  I have,  for  the  se- 
curity of  Government,  thought  it  best  to  make  these  contracts  tending  to 
that  point  as  much  a^  possible. 

To  have  received  the  stock  on  foot,  in  bulk,  on  the  20th  December,  as 
notified,  would  have  caused  much  trouble  in  taking  care  of  it,  attended  with 
great  expense  as  well  as  that  of  much  loss.  Besides,  it  would  have  cost  more 
in  the  first  instance,  as  the  bids  will  show. 

These  contracts  also  show  that  beef,  in  large  quantities,  cannot  be  had 
cheap  as  is  anticipated  in  your  communication  under  date  of  18th  August 
last;  and  from  what  I can  learn  from  the  price  of  corn,  the  same  has  very 
considerably  advanced  since  that  time. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  %th  Infantry^ 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  ' 

G.  S.f  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  27,  1831. 

Sir:  From  best  information  and  data  now  before  me,  I shall  require 
825,000  to  meet  expenditures  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Choctaws 
in  this  quarter.  This  is  exclusive  of  funds  in  hand,  but  embraces  the  con- 
tracts for  beef,  corn  and  salt,  entered  into  by  Lieutenant  Stephenson. 

Be  pleased  to  direct  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  La, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  . 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  6/4  Infantry^ 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.y  Washington  City, 
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LiTTiE  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  31,  1831 

Sir:  I am  just  informed  that  one  thousand  of  M»shulatuhbe^s  . district  are 
assembling,  and  will  cross  the  Mississippi  at  Memphis;  also  two  hundred 
others,  under  Captain  Jeremiah  Folsom,  will  cross  at  Helena.  The  former 
are  to  be  supplied  with  subsistence  to  their  new  homes;  the  latter  avail 
themselves  of  the  commutation  allowance.  Both  of  the  above  parties  are 
expected  to  cross  the  Mississippi  between  the  first  and  tenth  proximo. 

This  information  is  obtained  from  Colonel  Gaines,  under  date  of  the  4th 
instant,  at  Doak^s  Stand. 

The  road  from  Memphis,  through  the  swamp,  is  horrid  in  the  extreme, 
and  cannot  with  safety  be  passed;  consequently,  the  agent  (Dr.  Fulton)  sent 
to  that  point  to  receive  and  conduct  the  emigrants,  is  directed  to  procure 
transportation,  if  possible,  and  convey  them  to  the  mouth  of  White  river, 
or  to  the  Post  of  Arkansas.  Should  there  be  much  stock  along  it  will  be 
sent  through  direct  to  this  place. 

No  further  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  emigrants. 

Very  respectfully,  ' 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  Qth  Infantry, 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S,,  Washington  City, 


Camp  Phcenix,  October  18,  1831. 

Sib:  Should  you  have  need  of  the  services  of  more  officers  to  superintend 
the  supplying  and  removal  of  the  Indians  w^est  of  the  Mississippi,  I have  the 
honor  to  offer  you  mine;  assuring  you  it  will  always  give  me  much  pleasure 
to  serve  in  the  department  under  your  administration. 

Very  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  BAINBRIDGE, 

First  Lieutenant  3d  Infantry, 

To  General  Gi^orge  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 

Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  24,  1831. 
Sir:  As  it  is  found  impossible  to  obtain  money  for  drafts  on  New  Orleans 
to  meet  the  wants  of  Government,  and  as  the  operations  now  in  hand  de- 
mand ready  cash,  I have  directed  Capt.  Clark  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans,  and 
obtain  the  amount  (ten  thousand  dollars,)  deposited  thereto  his  credit — mo- 
ney available  for  current  transactions  at  this  place. 

This  course  was  necessary,  or,  rather,  I must  have  gone  myself  and  em- 
ployed an  agent  to  take  the  place  of  Lieut.  Ryan,  now  under  orders  for  Post 
of  Arkansas,  to  prepare  to  receive  the  emigrants  that  may  enter  the  Territo- 
ry in  that  direction. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  ^th  Infantry, 

Superintendent  removal  of  Indians. 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washington  City, 


431 


[SU  ] 

Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  10,  1831. 

Sir:  I wrote  on  the  31stult.,and  gave  such  intelligence  in  relation  to  the 
movements  of  emigrants,  the  Choctaws,  as  at  that  lime  I was  in  possession 
of,  and  the  source  from  whence  it  was  received.  Since  then,  nothing  offi- 
cial from  any  quarter  has  been  received.  Rumor,  however,  says  that  two 
thousand  of  Leflore/s  district  are  assembling,  and  would  move  in  small  bo- 
dies, detachedly.  The  first  were  to  start  on  or  about  the  15th  ult. ; would 
cross  the  Mississippi  at  Chicot,  and  make  their  way  by  way  of  Washington, 
Hempstead  county,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kiamichi.  I am  expecting  to  re- 
ceive more  positive  information  in  relation  to  the  above  every  hour, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  Ji. 

Gen,  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  11,  183L 

Sir:  Since  my  note  of  yesterday,  I have  received  further  intelligence  of 
emigrating  movements. 

A letter  from  Colquhoun,  under  date  of  the  21st  ult,  says  that,  in  a few 
days,  not  less  than  seven  thousand  souls  will  be  under  way.  They  cross  the 
river  at  different  points,  the  greater  number  at  Vicksburg,  and  take  the  Lake 
Providence  road  to  Washington,  Hempstead  county. 

By  this  time  many  must  have  entered  the  Territory;  but  the  incessant 
rains  of  late  has  literally  and  effectually  cut  off  the  over-land  communication 
to  the  places  on  the  Mississippi  where  they  have  crossed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  8.  Jl, 
Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S\,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  October  10,  1831, 

Sir:  Having  lately  taken  a contract  to  subsist  Indians  in  Arkansas,  we  of 
course  obtained  all  information  respecting  the  resources  of  the  country;  and, 
although  we  were  aware  that  people  did  not  labor  hard  in  this  country  for 
their  support,  did  not  know  (until  paying  for  the  information)  that  the  most 
industrious  were  so  eas_y  operated  upon  by  having  a little  advantage  of  the 
necessity  of  a Government  contractor. 

With  these  facts,  and  all  prospects  of  future  operations,  it  appears  to  us 
that  it  would  be  a better,  safer,  and  more  certain  course  for  Government  to 
adopt  for  the  operations  of  the  year  ensuing,  to  make  arrangements  with 
some  responsible  persons  to  supply  what  corn  ma3M)e  wanted;  corn  being 
an  article  which  cannot  be  commanded  at  a fair  price,  unless  there  shall  be 
a vast  quantity  produced,  more  than  has  ever  been  in  this  Territory  before. 
And,  as  you  will  perceive  by  Capt  Clark’s  returns,  people  are  ready  to  take 
more  advantage  of  circumstances  than  to  show  common  industry. 
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We  will  state,  from  our  own  observations,  that  the  article  of  corn  is  cer- 
tain to  be  worth  about  fifty  cents  per  bushel,  particularly  south  and  west  of 
the  Arkansas  river.  It  will,  on  good  crops,  average  about  seventy-five  cents, 
and  in  case  of  the  small  surplus  being  bought  up,  it  will  command  one  dol- 
lar; and  if  the  demand  should  be  great,  it  could  not  be  had,  unless  adopting 
I some  certain  place  which  will  succeed  if  the  crop  should  not  entirely  fail. 

As  corn  will  be  wanted  on  several  routes  through  the  Territory,  and  a 
considerable  part  of  every  route  is  but  thinly  settled,  and  the  expense  of 
transportation  for  corn,  a distance  on  a bad  road,  all  combined,  it  appears 
that  a man  (or  even  Government  agent)  could  not  warrant  a crop  (as  droughts 
frequently  happen,)  and  furnish  corn  for  less  than  we  feel  disposed  to  do. 

Therefore,  we  take  the  liberty  of  making  the  following  proposals  for  your 
consideration,  hoping  you  will  take  the  most  favorable  view  of  our  desires 
to  undertake  the  contract. 

We  propose  to  enter  into  contract  with  any  authorized  Government  agent 
to  furnish  all  the  corn  which  Government  may  want  to  supply  Indians  for 
one  year  from  the  1st  day  of  October  next,  (or  two  years  if  required,)  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  os'  on  Indian  lands  west  of  Arkansas,  for  the  sum  of 
one  dollar  per  bushel,  the  corn  to  be  delivered  at  such  places,  in  such  quan- 
tities, and  at  such  times,  as  Government  may  require:  conditioned,  that 
the  contract  be  entered  into  before  February  next,  and  that  the  Government 
notify  us  then  ail  the  routes  to  travel,  and, as  near  as  may  be,  the  places  of 
delivery  of  the  corn,  that  we  may  make  what  corn  we  could  use,  if  no  one 
would  supply  us,  as  well  as  to  inform  us  the  probable  amount  that  will  be 
wanted  at  each  place. 

Should  such  a proposal  meet  your  views,  you  will  please  give  us  the  earli* 
est  information  that  we  may  have  every  opportunity  to  meet  your  orders. 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  BYRD&Co. 

Gen.  Geokge  Gibson,  C.  Gc  Washington  City. 


Allegheny  Arsenal,  Pa.,  December  183S, 
Sir:  I am  instructed  by  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance  to  construct  a travelling 
forge  for  the  service  of  your  department,  and  to  inform  you  of  the  probable 
time  when  it  will  be  finished. 

Previous  to  commencing  it,  I shall  thank  you  to  inform  me  whether  it  is 
to  be  drawn  by  horses  or  oxen,  as  its  form  of  construction  will  necessarily 
vary  to  suit  either  power;  and  if  this  information  shall  be  furnished  me  by 
the  1st  of  January,  the  forge  and  tools  may  be  made  in  a few  weeks,  say  in 
all  the  month  of  January, 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  BAKER,  Major  a S.  Ji. 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  8. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  24,  183L 

Sir:  When  I last  wrote  I had  very  sanguine  expectations  that  some 
hundreds  of  the  emigrants  would  Have  entered  the  Territory  ere  this;  but 
from  dates  as  late  as  the  14th  none  had  then  crossed  the  Mississippi. 
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Colonel  Rector,  who  has  for  some  time  been  at  Vicksburg,  writes  on  the 
10th,  and  says  the  emigrants  had  commenced  assembling  at  that  place,  and 
that  by  the  20th  a considerable  number  will  have  assembled. 

Colonel  Gaines  writes  from  Doak’s  Stand  on  the  3d  instant,  and  says  that 
he  shall  be  at  Vicksburg  in  a few  days,  and  thinks  that  he  will  commence 
embarking  and  crossing  the  emigrants  by  the  25th  instant 

Vicksburg,  it  appears,  is  the  main  concentrating  point,  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  greater  portion  will  take  steamboat  conveyance,  enter  the  Territory 
by  the  Arkansas  river,  and  ascend  the  same  as  far  as  the  navigation  will 
permit,  which,  at  its  present  stage,  will  not  extend  further  up  than  the 
Post. 

My  agent  at  Memphis,  Dr.  Fulton,  informs  me,  under  date  of  the  14th 
instant,  that  five  hundred  emigrants  would  be  at  that  place  on  the  22d,  or 
certainly  between  that  date  and  the  28th  instant.  A steamboat  was  engaged 
and  waiting  their  arrival  to  convey  them  to  the  month  of  White  river,  and, 
if  practicable,  to  the  Post.  Two  large  flat-boats  had  been  procured  to  con- 
vey their  horses  and  other  stock,  to  be  taken  in  tow'  by  the  steamer. 

Your  letter  of  the  19th  ult.  was  received  by  due  course  of  mail,  and  the 
suggestion  therein  contained,  in  relation  to  drawing  a portion  of  the  beef 
from  Missouri,  shall  not  be  lost  sight  of.  The  lateness  of  the  emigration, 
together  with  the  uncertainty  of  numbers,  at  the  same  time  having  a large 
supply  under  contract,  renders  it  not  necessary  to  be  in  any  hurry  in  pub» 
lishing  notices  for  further  supplies. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Ca^U  U,  S. 

Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

To  General  Geokge  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washing  tor},  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  SO,  1831. 

Sje:  I am  informed  that  the  agents  east  of  the  Mississippi  are  issuing  a 
quart  of  corn  to  the  emigrants  per  diem,  and  those  that  have  just  arrived  at 
the  Post  of  Arkansas  expect  the  continuance  of  that  issue;  hence  I must  pre- 
sume that  the  corn  part  of  the  ration  has  been  increased  to  that  quantity:  but 
as  I have  not  received  any  official  notice  of  such  increase,  1 cannot  feel  my- 
self justified  in  continuing  the  delivery,  and  have,  therefore,  directed  the 
issue  to  be  made  as  established  by  circular  of  the  date  of  the  2d  of  September 
last.  At  the  same  time,  feeling  much  anxiety  on  the  subject,  and  desirous 
of  obtaining  something  official  in  relation  thereto,  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  I have  written  Colonel  Gaines  for  a copy  of  the  authority  under 
which  his  issues  have  been  made. 

I am  also  informed  that  the  horses  belonging  to,  and  accompanying,  the 
emigrants  have  been  fed  wn'th  a gallon  of  corn  per  diem,  and  that  that  de- 
livery is  also  demanded.  Here,  again,  I have  no  authority  to  continue  such 
furnishing;  but  as  I intended  packing  their  horses  with  such  articles  as  must 
necessarily  be  conveyed,  I should  have  fed  them  with  corn,  but  had  rather 
such  should  have  remained  and  be  used  under  reciprocal  interchanges  and 
gratuities  than  as  an  allowance  to  be  claimed  by  them. 
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On  the  emergency  of  the  occasion  to  which  the  above  refers,  I have  in* 
strucled  Lieutenant  Ryan  as  is  detailed  in  the  paper  herewith. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S.Ji., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
To  General  Geokge  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  30,  1831. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  in  relation  to  issuing  additional  corn  to 
the  Choctaws,  I have  to  observe  (that  I have  not  received  any  instructions  to 
add  to  the  quantity  already  established  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  regarding 
which  the  quantity  is  stated  in  the  document  accompanying  this,  which  is  a 
copy  of  an  order  on  the  subject;  a departure  from  wdiich,  except  under  cir.. 
cumstances  deemed  indispensably  as  well  as  absolutely  necessary,  would  not 
only  be  inadmissible,  but  highly  improper. 

Nothing  would  gratify  me  more  than  to  be  able  at  once  to  comply  with 
the  expectations  of  the  Choctaws,  and  they  may  be  assured  that  every  means 
at  my  control  shall  be  applied  to  their  comforts  and  benefits. 

I have  written  Colonel  Gaines  to  ascertain  the  sources  from  whence  he 
received  his  authority  to  make  the  additional  issue  of  corn,  which  I under* 
stand  has  been  made  to  the  emigrants  previous  to  their  arriving  at  the  Post 
of  Arkansas.  I have  also  written  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 
General  Gibson,at  Washington  City, on  the  same  subject;  and  from  both  expect 
early  answers  to  my  communications.  In  the  mean  time,  you  will  make 
occasional  issues  of  an  additional  pint  of  corn  to  each  of  the  emigrants.  For 
such  issues  you  will  make  separate  items:  and,  in  making  these  occasional 
issues,  you  will  be  governed  by  your  own  discretion  and  the  necessity  of 
the  case. 

in  relation  to  yohr  inquiry,  whether  forage  will  be  allowed  the  horses  be- 
longing tp,  and  accompanying,  the  emigrants,  I have  to  observe  that  I have 
not  been  instructed  by  the  Government  to  furnish  subsistence;  but  deeming 
it  necessary  that  some  provisions  should  be  made  for  the  subsistence  of  their 
horses,  particularly  at  this  late  period  of  the  season,  you  will  furnish  to  each 
horse,  as  above  referred  to,  one  gallon  of  corn  per  diem.  But  in  doing 
this,  I shall  exact  the  privilege  of  packing  said  horses,  at  a reasonable  rate, 
/ with  such  articles  as  their  owners  are  desirous  of  having  conveyed  to  their 
new  country. 

To  comply  with  the  foregoing  instructions,  you  are  authorized  to  furnish 
the  corn  required  for  that  purpose,  either  by  contract  or  by  purchase,  as  may 
be  deemed  most  advantageous  to  the  interest  of  Government.  You  will 
make  such  extra  provisions  to  answer  the  wants  and  demands  of  the  emi- 
grants till  they  reach  this  place. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.S.A., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

To  Lieutenant  S.  V.  R.  Ryan,  U. 

^gent  in  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians^  Little  Book* 
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Remarks,  — The  emigrants,  on  arriving  at  the  Post,  demanded  a quart  of 
corn  each,  as  their  ration,  saying  it  had  been  furnished  them  by  the  agents 
east  of  the  Mississippi;  and  when  they  were  told  by  Lieutenant  Ryan  that 
no  instructions  had  been  received  to  increase  the  ration,  they  appeared  dis- 
satisfied, and  in  a manner  that  inducfed  Jneutenant  Ryan  to  believe  that 
they  distrusted  his  words.  Consequently,  with  my  instructions,  1 have 
referred  to  inslriictions  on  the  subject;  and,  as  it  will  be  necessary  to  read 
these  communications  to  them, in  order  to  show  that  nothing  was  withheld  by 
Lieutenant  Ryan,  so  I have  made  my  communication  in  a manner  that  will 
convince  them  of  his  sincerity.  I cannot  think  that  these  additional  issues 
are  local— are  only  intended  to  be  made  east  of  the  Mississippi.  If  they 
are,  the  worst  of  consequences  will,  in  my  opinion,  ensue.  We  ought  to  be 
extremely  cautious;  for,  to  whatever  extent  our  furnishing  may  be,  if  it 
comes  to  them  under  the  guise  of  an  established  allow'ance,  it  will  never  be 
considered  by  them  a sufficiency:  that  is,  they  will  always  be  asking  for 
more,  and  if  not  given  the  same  dissatisfaction  will  prevail  as  though  the 
allowance  was  more  moderate.  To  have  it  in  our  power  occasional!)"  to  add 
will  have  the  best  possible  effect:  therefore,  let  the  allowance  be  moderate, 
with  power  to  add  as  necessities  require,  and  that  respect  and  friendship  for 
them  is  the  motive  under  which  it  is  given.  , 

J.  BROWN. 


Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory,  November  30,  1831, 

Sir:  I am  just  informed  that  upwards  of  500  of  the  emigrants  have  ar= 
rived  at  the  Post  of  Arkansas.  They  embarked  at  Vicksburg  in  steam» 
boats,  and  were  landed  at  the  Post  on  the  26th  instant:  more  were  to  follow 
immediately,  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  this  time  some  two  thousand  more 
have  arrived.  Their  horses  are  coming  by  land,  via  the  Post,  which  is  at  this 
time  the  only  route  the  swamp  can  be  passed.  If  the  whole  of  the  emi- 
grants take  this  route,  (and,  if  reports  are  to  be  relied  on,  they  will,)  I shall 
want  additional  teams,  and  but  few",  if  any,  can  be  obtained  in  the  Territory. 
I shall  send  to  Memphis  and  elsewhere,  but  what  I obtain  thence,  and  hope 
to  succeed  without  suffering  much  delay. 

The  river  Arkansas  is  now  low,  but  I am  in  hopes  to  get  a portion  of  the 
emigrants  by  steam  to  this  place,  and  as  much  of  their  baggage  as  possible, 
for  it  will  be  quite  impracticable  to  carry  much  of  it  by  land:  it  is  even  diffi. 
cult  to  get  along  with  empty  wagons;  besides,  there  are  a great  many  of  the 
emigrants  that  must  ride,  the  aged  and  sick,  the  women  and  children,  &c. 
I have  not  yet  learnt  what  number  go  to  Fort  Smith,  but  suppose  about  500, 
probably  over.  Whatever  that  number  may  be,  they  must  go  in  boats,  and, 
should  we  get  an  early  rise,  I shall  send  them  by  steam;  but  as  there  is  lit- 
tle prospect  of  this,  I have  instructed  Lieutenant  Ryan,  who  is  at  the  Post, 
that  so  soon  as  it  is  ascertained  what  number  take  that  route,  to  purchase 
boats,  and  engage  crews  to  work  them,  if  they  can  be  found  in  that  vicinity; 
if  not,  to  send  an  agent  to  Louisville  for  them,  if  it  is  found  necessary  to 
go  so  far. 

Several  of  the  emigrants  being  sfck,  as  a strong  desire  is  felt  and  expressed 
by  them  that  Colonel  D.  Folsom,  (who  is  a great  medicine  , man  among 
them,)  should  attend  them  in  the  capacity  of  physician,  I have  given  him 
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that  appointment;  also,  an  assistant  agent  in  the  capacity  of  interpreter,  &c,, 
is  wanted.  I have  appointed  for  that  purpose  Israel  Folsom,  brother  of  the 
above.  I give  them  two  dollars  per  day  for  the  time  they  shall  be  em* 
ployed. 

These  Folsoms  are  important  persons  in  the  nation,  and  appear  zealous  in 
the  cause  of  emigration,  and  I deemed  it  good  policy  to  make  permanent 
that  feeling  if  possible.  I have  directed  Lieutenant  Ryan  to  employ  as 
many  of  the  Choctaws  as  possible,  to  select  from  among  them  teamsters, 
and  to  organize  a small  corps  of  pioneers  to  go  ahead  and  clear  the  I’oads  of 
logs,  &C.5  &c. , all  which  I am  confident  will  have  a good  effect  on  the  emi- 
grants. 

Our  progress  will  necessarily  be  slow;  the  days  are  short,  and  the  season 
eold  and  stormy;  and  the  whole  surface  of  the  country  is  either  covered 
with  water,  or  so  much  saturated  as  to  render  the  travelling  exceedingly 
bad 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Copt  U.  S.  SupH  reniH  and  sub o of  Indians^ 

To  General  Geokoe  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory,  December  2,  1831. 

Sir:  Your  communications  of  the  3d  and  4th  ultimo  are  just  received; 
and,  in  relation  to  the  subject-matter  contained  in  the  latter,  I have  to  ob- 
serve that,  at  an  early  day  after  my  arrival  at  this  place,  I made  a verbal 
agreement  with  a man  who  resides  in  that  section  of  the  country  to  make 
ferryboats  and  place  them  at  the  streams  and  crossings  you  refer  to,  but,  by 
the  mail  of  this  day,  I am  informed  that  nothing  yet  has  been  done  towards 
getting  them  in  readiness  for  use.  I have  therefore  just  closed  a bargain 
for  erecting  bridges  across  the  Big  Cossitot,  and  the  cut-off  of  Little  river: 
and  if  there  is  time,  before  the  emigrants  arrive  at  that  place,  a bridge  over 
the  Saline,  if  not,  a boat  will  be  placed  there  for  present  use. 

But  one  contract  was  entered  into  for  building  bridges  by  Lieutenant 
Ryan,  and  that  was  with  Mr.  Blankinship  to  bridge  the  Little  Cossitot,  and 
to  repair  some  road  immediately  in  his  vicinity.  In  a few  days  1 shall  re- 
ceive a report  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  road  beyond  Washington, 
and  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  the  places  spoken  of.  I shall  take  means 
to  make  and  repair  accordingly. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt,  U,  S.  A.,  SupH  remH  and  sub.  of  Indians. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  Washington  City. 
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Little  Rock,  A.T.,  December  8,  1831. 

Sir:  About  two  thousand  five -hundred  Choctaws  are  now  at  the  Post  of 
Arkansas,  and  will  have  with  them  about  one  thousand  horses. 

I have  engaged  steam  to  tow  to  this  place  a large  keel,  which,  together 
with  the  steamboat,  will  bring  Folsom’s  party  of  five  hundred  or  over;  and 
I am  now  en&aging  teams  to  receive  them,  and  carry  them  to  their  destina- 
tion as  soon  possible  after  their  arrival.  If  the  navigation  does  not  fail  me,  I 
will  have  the  party  above  referred  to  at  this  place  by  the  15th  instant. 

I am  compelled  to  make  large  repairs  to  the  road  and  bridges  between 
this  and  the  Post;  and  the  new  road  which  has  been  cut  out,  bridged,  and 
causewayed  the  present  season  from  the  southern  limits  of  the  Territory  to 
this  place,  in  consequence  of  the  wet  season,  cannot  now  be  travelled,  I 
will  therefore  have  to  repair  the  old  one. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S, 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  /S',,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A,  T.,  December  15,  1881. 

Sir"  In  my  last,  I incidentally  mentioned  the  extreme  cold  weather  for 
the  season,  since  which  it  has  continued,  and  with  increased  rigor;  the  mer- 
cury has  been  dowm  to  Zero,  and  for  ten  days  past  has  averaged  about  twelve 
freezing  degrees.  The  six  inches  of  snow  that  fell  on  the  5th  and  8th  makes 
excellent  sleighing.  The  river  is  frequently  impassable,  being  choked  with 
ice,  and  this  morning  is  one  of  those  periods.  So  much,  and  so  severe  cold 
weather,  has  never  before  been  experienced  in  this  section  of  the  country, 
and  if  it  is  with  you,  in  proportion  to  your  northern  location,  you  must  have 
a Siberian  winter  of  it. 

This  unexpected  cold  weather  must  produce  much  human  suffering.  Our 
poor  emigrants,  many  of  them  quite  naked,  and  without  much  shelter,  must 
suffer;  it  is  impossible  to  be  otherwise;  and  my  great  fears  are,  that  many  of 
them  will  get  frosted.  It  is  impossible  to  make  any  progress  in  movements 
to  their  destination:  hence,  how  unfortunate  the  time  for  this  operation!  An 
over- land  journey  just  commenced,  of  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
to  be  accomplished  at  mid-winter,  through  a country  little  settled,  and  lite- 
rally impassable  to  any  thing  but  wild  beasts.  Howl  shall  succeed  with  such 
elements  to  contend  against,  is  impossible  now  to  tell,  and  can  only  say  that 
I am  prepared  to  avail  myself  of  the  first  favorable  change  of  the  weather, 
with  all  the  team  force  that  can  be  obtained  within  one  hundred  miles  of 
this  place. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U,  S. 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,y  Washington  City. 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Bec^mher  10,  1831. 

Sir:  Your  letter  dated  the  14th  ultimo  is  received,  and  explains  the  in-« 
creased  issue  of  corn  to  the  emigrants,  and  of  which  I wrote  with  some  cause 
of  feeling  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  I am  now  gratified  to  find  that  I have 
adopted  the  wishes  of  the  department  in  relation  to  such  issues;  although  I 
fear  that  too  much  publicity  has  been  given,  as  well  as  the  manner  of  apprizing 
the  emigrants  that  the  same  is  an  addition  to  be  claimed.  I shall,  however,  ad- 
here to  the  course  pointed  out  to  ray  agents,  and,  if  possible,  establivsh  it  as  a 
gratuitous  delivery.  At  the  same  time  they  shall  not  want  for  subsistence. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U,  S.  t^., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City. 

P.  S.  Weather  for  the  last  ten  days  exceedingly  cold — -atmosphere  vary- 
ing between  eight  and  sixteen  freezing  degrees.  At  7 o’clock  this  morning 
the  mercury  was  down  to  Zero!— About  six  inches  of  snow- — ground  hard 
frozen— Arkansas  choked  with  ice,  and  has  been  for  two  days  past.  Such,  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  has  never  before  in  this  section  of  the  country  been 
witnessed.  Our  poor  naked  emigrants  must  suffer.  However,  they  are,  and 
have  been  in  as  comfoi table  a condition  as  it  were  possible  for  them  to  be. 

J.  BROWN, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  December  22,  1831. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Ryan,  assistant  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
arrived  opposite  this  place  with  a party  of  emigrants  bound  to  the  Red  river 
section  of  the  new  Choctaw  country.  This  party  belongs  to  Folsom’s  dis- 
trict, and  in  numbers  five  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

This  party  left  the  Post  of  Arkansas  on  the  13th  instant,  and  although  the 
weather  has  been  extremely  cold,  and  the  route  travelled  over  very  bleak,  lam 
happy  to  hear  that  none  of  them  have  been  frosted.  The  greater  proportion 
of  them,  however,  were  conveyed  in  wagons,  forty-four  having  been  em- 
ployed. The  emigrants  will  cross  the  Arkansas  to-morrow,  and  encamp 
about  three  miles  from  this  for  a day  or  two,  until  the  hired  wagons  come 
in  to  receive  them,  and  recommence  the  march.  Lieutenant  Ryan  will  con- 
tinue with  this  party  to  their  destination.  This  party  of  five  hundred  have 
with  them  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  horses. 

Yesterday  a small  party,  (twenty)  in  charge  of  a hundred  horses  belonging 
to  the  party  from  Memphis,  and  destined  up  the  Arkansas,  left  this  for  Fort 
Smith. 

I am  in  want  of  funds:  have  not  heard  from  the  estimate  enclosed  27th 
October  last  for  ^25,000.  To  be  without  funds  at  this  time  is  terrible;  for 
it  is  by  that  all-powerful  engine  that  enables  me,  at  this  worst  of  all  seasons, 
to  get  any  thing  done,  and,  even  with  it,,  it  is  not  without  difficulty. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain/,  U.  S. 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians 
To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.f  Washington  City, 
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Little  Rock,  A,  T.,  January  12,  1832. 

Sir:  The  great  liability  to  delays  in  the  receipt  of  funds  when  forwarded 
by  private  conveyance,  and  the  distress  and  torture  I am  now  in  in  conse- 
quence of  such  failure,  induces  me  to  suggest  that,  for  the  future,  funds  be 

deposited  at  New  Orleans,  or  in  such  western  banks  as  may  be  convenient. 
By  such,  if  I have  not  -the  bills  in  hand,  I have  the  means  at  control,  and  it 
can  never  be  said  that  I am  destitute  of  funds.  This  would  destroy  all  grounds 
for  insiduous  reports,  the  very  elements  on  which  a certain  few  in  every 
community  live.  If  a part  of  the  remittance  which  is  now  on  the  way 
some  where,  had  been  so  deposited,,  and  the  advice  thereof  received  by  due 
course  of  mail,  a great  deal  of  trouble  would  have  been  saved  to  me  from 
the  course  things  have  taken,  and  something  considerable  to  the  Government. 
I wish  to  be  understood,  that  if  I have  the  means  at  control,  whether  1 have 
the  bills  in  hand  or  not,  I can  get  along,  and  save  the  credit  of  the  cause.  It 
is  true,  ready  money  is  preferred,  and  this  I could  most  generally  get,  either 
by  sending  for,  or  by  availing  myself  of  some  spare  time,  to  go  for  it— 
a transaction  that  can  be  managed  with  comparatively  little  injury. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  V,  S.  A,, 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  af  Indians. 

To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  11,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  dated  30th  November,  with  a copy  of  a letter  from 
Lieutenant  Rains,  is  received,  and  I have  directed  Lieutenant  R.  to  make 
such  repairs  to  the  building  referred  to  as  will  place  it  in  a state  of  preser- 
vation as  well  as  usefulness,  should  it  be  wanted. 

From  your  letter  under  date  of  the  21st  November  last,  the  receipt  of 
which  was  duly  acknowledged,  I had  every  expectation  of  an  early  receipt 
of  funds,  the  delay  of  which  is  most  sensibly  felt.  The  small  sum  turned 
over  to  me  by  Captain  Clark  was  soon  disbursed,  since  which  I have  ob- 
tained some  small  sums  for  the  relief  of  some  of  the  creditors  who  were 
pressed:  many  are  engaged  in  furnishing,  and  among  them,  some  (on  the 
promise  of  prom’pt  pay)  have  periled’their  little  all:  for  such  I have  borrow- 
ed money  for  their  relief.  But  this  state  of  things  is  very  injurious.  Much 
has  been  sacrificed  in  high  prices  within  a few  days,  and  every  day  it  is 
getting  worse:  distrust  is  abroad;  injurious  reports  have  currency,  such  as 
the  appropriation  is  exhausted,  and  doubts  are  entertained  whether  any 
more  appropriations  will  be  made.  Such,  no  doubt,  is  put  afloat  by  specula- 
tors, who,  by  these  means,  alarm  the  creditors,  and  then  prey  upon  their 
credulit}'-., 

Four  of  my  agents  are  now  in  charge  of  emigrants,  and  all  are  begging 
for  funds.  They  tell  me  it  will  be  impossible  to  sustain  themselves  and 
parties  much  longer.  Drafts  are  coming  in  from  all  quarters;  the  holders 
are  disappointed,  they  are  clamorou.s;  some  have  come  two  hundred  and 
fifty  miles,  and  have  had  to  return  without  their  money. 
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Fifty  days,  and  over,  have  now  passed  since  you  informed  me  that  funds 
had  left  a length  of  time,  surely  sufficient  to  have  reached  this.  If  I could 
only  say  ‘‘  I have  funds  in  New  Orleans,  I can  draw,  &c.,’^  it  would  greatly 
meliorate  my  condition,  as  w^ell  as  being  beneficial  to  the  cause;  but  I have 
only  to  repeat  what  I have  said  within  the  last  ten  days  a thousand  times: 
“ I have  no  money,  but  am  expecting  the  receipt  of  an  abundance  every 
hoLir.’^ 

The  consequences  resulting  from  a much  longer  delay  in  the  receipt  of 
money  will  be  terrible;  and  with  many,  I fear,  greatly  to  be  deplored, 
independent  of  the  injury  it  will  be  to  the  cause  of  emigration^ 

I shall  do  every  thing  that  is  within  the  scope  of  human  possibility. 
Three  days  ago,  I parted  with  the  Iast^i>e  dollars  of  my  own  money  to  start 
an  express  to  the  post.  God  grant  the  speedy  arrival  of  funds. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Superintendent  removal  and  subsiste?ice  of  Indians. 
Brig.  Gem  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Allegheny  Arsenal,  Pa.,  Feh.  6,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  completed  the  travelling  forge, ’which,  wdth  a full  set  of  tools, 
and  harness  for  four  horses,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  $270  67,  a detailed  state- 
ment of  which  I have  this  day  forwarded  to  the  Ordnance  Department 
The  forge  will  be  shipped  to-morrow  evening. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

• Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  BAKER, 

Major  U.  S.  Jirmy. 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  Washington  City. 


Ordnance  Office,  Washington,  Feb.  10,  1832. 

Sir:  I enclose  herewith  a statement  of  the  expense  incurred  in  construct- 
ing the  travelling  forge  recently  completed  for  the  Subsistence  Department 
at  the  Allegheny  Arsenal.  I request  that  the  amount  may  be  remitted  to 
Major  R.  L.  Baker,  as  early  as  convenient. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  BOMFORD, 

Brevet  Colonel  on  Ordnance  service. 
General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  December  20,  1831. 

Sir:  Herewith  I enclose  an  estimate  of  funds  for  the  service  to  meet  ex- 
penditures in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Choctaws  from  the  east  to  the 
west  of  the  Mississippi. 
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This  is  prepared  to  meet  certain  expenses  for  the  1st  quarter  of  1832, 
and  I am  solicitous  that  no  delay  is  permitted  in  ordering  the  deposite  at 
New  Orleans,  as  a large  proportion  of  it  will  be  wanted  by  the  time  it  can 
possibly  be  obtained. 

You  will  perceive  in  the  estimate  that  a large  expenditure  is  for  teams, 
which  I am  compelled  to  hire  in  order  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  present 
movements,  as  well  as  a very  considerable  increased  expenditure  inciden- 
tal to  the  very  singular  turn  and  course  the  emigration  has  taken,  that  is, 
instead  of  crossing  the  Mississippi  at  the  four  places  pointed  out  at  an  early 
period,  viz.  Vicksburg,  Chicot,  Helena,  and  Memphis,  and  in  about  equal 
quanties  at  each  place,  the  whole  or  the  greater  portion  of  them  have  been 
sent  to  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  and  that,  too,  without  any  previous  knowledge, 
or  even  intimation,  that  such  would  be  the  case.  The  consequence  is  an 
over-land  journey  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  at  mid-winter,  with- 
out being  prepared  for  so  large  a number,  and  in  a country  where  land 
transport  is  exceedingly  scarce,  having  to  send,  in  some  instances,  two 
hundred  miles  for  teams,  and  then  not  obtaining  more  than  about  one-half 
the  number  required;  for,  what  would  have  moved  one  thousand  emigrants 
in  October,  will  not  now  move  more  than  five  hundred. 

Their  extreme  poverty  and  nakedness  at  this  rigorous  season  renders  it 
necessary  that  the  greater  part  of  them  ride. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt,  U.  S.  Siip^nt  removal  and  sub.  of  Indiam^ 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  Gibson,  C.  S.j  Washington  City, 


f.  Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  December  29 y 1831. 

Sir;  Yonr  letters  under  date  of  the  21st  and  24th  of  November,  and  copies 
of  letter  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson  of  the  23d  November,  and  extract  of  circu- 
lar of  the  I2th  August  last,  were  received  by  due  course  of  mail;  and  I am 
happy  to  hear  that  funds  are  on  their  w^ay,  and  hope  that  they  are  near  at 
hand;  for  it  is  cash,  and  cash  only,  that  enables  me  to  obtain  that  assistance 
which  is  indispensible  to  the  success  of  our  operations  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  that  is,  teams 'y  and  a heavy  item  it  is,  too;  but  it  cannot  be  otherwise. 
Thus  far  I have  succeeded,  and  I have  no  apprehension  of  full  and  complete 
success;  but  with  these  short  days  it  makes  a bus}?^  time,  I assure  you. 

Lieutenant  Ryan  recommenced  the  march  this  morning,  with  his  party, 
for  their  ultimate  destination,  forty-five  teams  in  train,  and  none  less  than 
four  animals,  and  many  six.  These  are  hired  and  gathered  from  all  quarters. 
Some  come  upwards  of  a hundred  miles,  and  the  roads  are  horrid,  horrid  in 
the  extreme.  I have  large  companies  repairing  the  roads  and  making 
bridges  on  the  route;  but,  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  roads  will  still  be  hor- 
rid. I calculate  that  it  will  take  Ryan  thirty-five  days  to  arrive  at  the 
stopping  places  of  the  emigrants  in  their  new  country.  The  public  wagons 
and  teams  in  charge  of  an  agent,  forty  in  number,  with  some  hired,  left  this 
for  the  Post  of  Arkansas  this  morning,  to  bring  on  one  of  the  parties  now 
lying  at  that  place;  and  I look  for  their  return  here  about  the  20th  proximo. 
The  other  party  at  the  Post  I have  ordered  to  be  in  readiness,  and  to  occupy 
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aoy  craft  that  can  be  had,  and  leave  for  this  place  as  soon  as  the  navigation 
will  warrant  their  departure.  These  are  my  arrangements.  I have  done 
every  thing  that  could  be  done. 

This  concentrating  the  whole  mass  of  emigration  at  one  point,  without 
receiving  any  previous  intimation  that  such  would  be  the  case,  increasing 
the  land  journe}^  nearly  two  hundred  miles  at  mid^winter,  and  one  of  unusual 
severity;  a thinly  settled  country,  with  but  few  means  of  transportation,  and 
that  in  a shattered  condition,  all  combined — has  loaded  me  with  a duty  for 
some  time  past,  and  will  continue  for  some  time  to  come,  that  will  prevent 
me  from  going  into  minute  detail  in  my  communications. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  U,  S.  A., 

Sup.  rem.  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 

To  Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  O.  S.g  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T,,  January  4,  183S. 

Sir:  Since  my  communication  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I have  frequent  ad- 
vices of  the  movements  of  my  trains.  Those  for  the  west,  under  Lieutenant 
Ryan,  with  the  emigrants,  are  getting  on  very  well.  One  great  impediment, 
and  which  has  rendered  his  road  worse  than  usual,  is  the  recent  opening  of  a 
new  road  from  this  to  Washington,  Hempstead  co.,  which,  not  being  tramped, 
renders  the  passage  of  loaded  teams  very  difficult,  particularly  at  this  time, 
as  the  frost  is  just  out  of  the  ground,  which  leaves  the  whole  surface  in  a 
marly  and  miry  condition — the  old  road  is  literally  blocked  up  with  fallen 
timber.  I have,  however,  ordered  such  parts  of  it  cleared  out  as  may  fa- 
cilitate the  movements  of  the  teams.  ' 

The  bridges  on  the  two  Cossitots,  and  the  one  at  the  cut-off  of  Little 
river,  will  be  completed  in  time  for  our  use.  I have  recently  ordered  one 
mile  of  causewaying  over  an  impassable  place  near  the  cut-off. 

The  teams  that  are  on  their  way  to  the  Post  have  a hard  time  of  it:  the 
road  at  this  present  time  is  indescribably  bad.  I have  several  parties  repairing 
the  worst  places,  and  have  had  since  the  mild  weather  has  set  in;  yet  many 
of  my  teams  have  bogged,  and  badly.  However,  the  loads  down  are  as 
heavy  as  they  v^^ill  be  returning,  being  compelled  to  send  corn  from  this' 
place  to  fill  the  stands  for  the  subsistence  of  the  emigrants  on  their  way  to 
this  place.  I now  calculate  on  seeing  another  party  of  from  12  to  14  hun- 
dred at  this  place  by  the  20th  instant. 

The  party  that  goes  to  Fort  Smith  must  remain  until  a rise  in  the  river 
shall  render  it  navigable  for  their  removal:  for  another  force  of  teams,  suffi- 
cient to  convey  them,  cannot  now  be  obtained.  Should  the  river  however 
remain  stationary  until  the  teams  now  in  employ  return,  they  will  be  con- 
tinued in  conveying  this  party  to  their  destination;  which^  under  any  and 
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all  circumstances,  shall  reach  their  new  ountry  in  season  to  prepare]  their 
lands  for  spring  planting. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  U,  S. 

Sup.  rem.  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.f  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  12,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  return  of  property,  with  ab- 
stract  of  purchases,  invoices,  and  receipts  of  .issues,  in  the  fourth  quarter  of 
1831;  and  I am, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capi.  U.  S.  •/f., 

Sup.  rem.  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

To  Brig.  Gen^  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.f  Washington  City. 


JjIttle  Rock,  A.  Tv,  January  13,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  enclosed  account  current,  with  abstract  of  purchases  and 
vouchers,  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1831. 

I must  here  remark  that  it  will  be  impracticable  for  Lieutenant  Ryan  to 
make  up  and  forward  his" account  fur  the  fourth  quarter  of  1831,  within  the 
period  usually  allowed;  he  himself  being  on  the  march,  conducting  a party  of 
emigrants  to  the  Red  river  section  of  the  new  Choctaw  country,  and  which 
will  occupy  him  the  best  part  of  the  present  quarter. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  S.j 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.^  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T,,  January  13,  1832. 
Sir:  Herewith  is  enclosed  abstract  of  disbursements,  wdth  vouchers,  for 
the  fourth  quarter  of  1831. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S. 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians ^ . 
To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S,^  Washington  City^ 
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Little  Rock,  A,  T.,  January  13,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  return  of  subsistence  received,  issued,  and  expended, 
in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1831,  as  far  as  it  can  now  be  ascertained. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U,  S. 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.)  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  January  19,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  December  last  was  received  on  the  12th 
instant,  and  the  instructions  therein  contained  will  be  complied  with. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th  instant,  about  eleven  hundred  emigrants,  under 
Colonel  Rector,  arrived  from  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  and  they  were  conveyed 
by  steam.  The  residue  of  this  party,  about  three  hundred,  with  between 
two  and  three  hundred  horses,  are  on  the  way  by  land:  the  wagons  are  also 
on  their  way  thither,  in  order  to  convey  this  party  to  the  Kiamichi,  their 
destination.  These  Indians  are  in  good  health  and  spirits,  and  evince  great 
anxiety  to  reach  their  new  country.  If  my  teams  are  not  detained  by  high 
waters,  I shall  put  them  in  march  by  the  25th  instant.  The  chief  Nitucha- 
che  accompanies  this  party.  ^ 

As  the  river  is  now'  in  a good  stage  for  navigation,  I have  despatched  the 
iteamboat  fortwith  to  the  post  to  bring  up  the  balance  of  the  emigrants, 
about  five  hundred,  in  charge  of  special  agent,  Dr.  Fulton.  This  party 
came  by  the  way  of  Memphis,  and  go  to  Fort  Smith,  on  the  Arkansas.  I 
look  for  them  here  by  the  23d  or  2-Uh;  and,  if  favored  with  a continuance  of 
navigable  water,  I shall  push  them  ahead  to  the  end  or  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  journey.  Every  thing  goes  on  as  well  as  could  be  expected. 

My  last  address  from  Lieutenant  Ryan  was  on  the  14th  instant;  was  then 
at  Antoine  creek;  had  been  detained  by  high  waters  at  several  places.  The 
party,  via  Red  river  and  Washita,  were  (the  greatest  part  of  them)  at  Wash- 
ington, Hempstead  co.,  and  thence  to  the  Kiamitia.  McK.  Ball  informs  me 
that  this  party  have  suffered  much,  having  been  in  the  swamp  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi during  the  whole  of  the  cold  weather.  On  the  whole,  thus  far  we 
have  had,  and  shall  have  for  some  three  months  to  come,  a busy  time  of  it;  but, 
when  all  are  zealous,  as  is  the  case  with  those  engaged  in  the  business,  there 
is  little  ground  to  apprehend  a failure;  and,  although  we  have  had,  and  still 
have,  to  contend  with  the  elements,  and  a season  truly  unpropitious,  yet  suc- 
cess is  sure. 

Colonel  Rector’s  duties  in  camp  and  on  the  march  have  been  such  as  to 
prevent  him  from  arranging  and  making  up  his  accounts  for  the  last  quarter; 
and  as  his  time  is  necessarily  occupied  in  making  preparations  to  commence 
the  march  for  the  Kiamichi,  he  will  not  be  able  to  forward  them  until  he 
ffhall  have  accomplished  the  trip. 
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I regret  still  to  say  that  I have  not  yet  received  any  nioney, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  V.  S, 
Superintende7it  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians- 
To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  25,  1832® 
Sir:  The  services  of  Doctor  J.  T.  Fulton,  assistant  agent  in  the  removal 
and  subsistence  of  Indians,  have  been  very  satisfactory.  I have  the  best  of 
evidence  of  his  zealous  exertions  in  the  cause  of  emigration.  The  chiefs, 
as  well  as  the  principal  men  of  the  party  he  is  now  engaged  in  removing 
and  conducting  through  the  country  to  their  new  homes,  speak  of  him  in 
high  terms;  and,  from  the  appearance  of  his  party  while  here,  I am  confi- 
dent he  is  well  calculated  for  the  service  he  is  now  engaged  in;  and,  should 
any  more  appointments  be  made,  it  would  be  very  gratifying  to  the  Doctor 
and  his  friends  to  have  the  appointment  he  now  holds  confirmed,  and 
placed  on  the  same  footing  of  other  special  agents  engaged  in  this  service. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  A., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.G.  S.^  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  January  25,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  transmit  to  you  my  accounts  for  the 
quarter  ending  the  31st  December,  A.  D.  1831,  by  which  it  will  appear 
that  there  is  a balance  of  thirty-two  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  in  my 
hands  in  favor  of  the  United  States. 

I am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

WM.  McK.  BALL, 

Agent  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indiam- 
To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T,,  January  26,  1832, 

Sir:  I have  now  to  inform  you  that  all  the  emigrants,  via  the  Post  of  Ar- 
kansas, with  their  effects,  have  passed  this  place.  The  balance  of  Nitucha- 
che’s  people,  about  four  hundred,  arrived  on  the  22d:  they  were  con- 
veyed by  the  public  teams,  and  are  now  encamped  with  the  main  b ody 
about  three  miles  from  this;  and,  so  soon  as  the  teams  can  be  refitted>  the 
horses  shod,  &c.,  &c.,  they  will  take  their  departure  for  the  Kiamichi. 


436 


t S13  1 

The  steamboat  Reindeer  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  from  the  Post 
of  Arkansas  with  about  five  hundred  emigrants — ^Pitchlynn’s  party  in 
charge  of  Doctor  J.  T.  Fulton,  special  agent.  These  people  go  to  Fort 
Smith;  and  as  the  river  was  deemed  navigable  for  some  distance  above  this, 
(possibly  to  the  fort,)  the  steamboat,  with  the  em’igrants,  left  the  next  morn- 
ing, 23d,  for  that  place,  or  so  far  as  the  navigation  will  permit  her  to  go. 
The  Reindeer  has  a keel  in  tow,  which,  in  the  event  of  her  being  stopped, 
will  be  manned,  and  every  exertion  made  to  get  the  emigrants  into  their 
country.  Should  the  steamboat  not  meet  with  pbstructions,  she  will  be  at 
the  fort  on  the  2Sth  instant.  The  horses  belonging  to  this  party  passed 
this  on  the  24th  instant. 

I have  the  satisfaction  to  state  that  the  funds  so  long  and  so  anxiously 
looked  for  were  received  on  the  20th  instant. 

The  weather  has  been  extremely  cold  for  the  last  forty-eight  hours.  The 
consequence  is  a very  considerable  fall  in  the  river;  so  much  so  as  to  pre- 
vent, I fear,  the  steamboat  from  making  her  trip  to  Fort  Smith. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt.  U.  S,  Sup^dent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
To  B^ig^  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S. , Washington  City.  . 


Little  Ro,ck,  A.  T. , February  9,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  commenced  fencing  in  a lot  of  about  eighty  acres,  three 
miles  from  this,  on  the  river;  the  advantages  of  which  will  be  to  receive 
the  teams  on  their  return  to  this  place  from  the  Kiarnichi,  where  they  will 
be  refitted,  the  wagons  put  in  repair,  harness,  &c.,  the  crippled  and  broken 
down  oxen  and  horses  nursed  and  recruited,  and  the  whole  put  in  readiness 
for  subsequent  emigrating  movements:  in  the  mean  time,  they  will  be  used 
to  fill  the  several  depots  with  provisions. 

By  the  time  the  teams  return,  say  the  last  of  April  next,  they  will  have 
been  five  months  in  constant  employ,  through  the  worst  of  seasons,  and  the 
worst  of  ‘all  possible  roads.  The  animals  will  be  much  broken  down,  many 
wholly  destroyed,  and  ail  very  poor.  The  wagons  and  harness  will  require 
a great  deal  of  repairing;  all  which,  if  not  well  and  substantially  done,  will 
cause  delay  and  great  expense  in  future  operations.  The  land  I am  fencing 
belongs  to  the  United  States.  A detachment  of  the  7th  infantry  haying  oc- 
cupied it,  and  having  erected  several  cabins,  renders  the  position  valuable 
for  this  service,  as  it  will  give  quarters  for  the  teamsters,  blacksmiths, 
wagon  repairers,  and  stowage  for  all  the  utensils  belonging  to  the  wagon 
train;  tents,  provisions,  &c. 

I shall  employ  the  keel-boats  I have  on  hand  to  transport  corn  and  forage 
for  the  horses  and  oxen,  which  can  be  procured  up  the  river  at  reasonable 
prices.  The  corn  for  the  teams  will  not  cost  over  50  cents  per  bushel., 

I shall  erect  sheds  for  the  wagons,  which  is  very  necessary  for  their  pre- 
servation when  not  in  use. 

All  accounts  of  movements  of  the  emigrants  onward  to  their  ne\y  epun- 
try  are  as  favorable  as  I can  expect;  they  have  been  favored  for  several 


437 


C 512  } 

days  past  with  mild  and  warm  weather  for  the  season.  The  streams,  how« 
ever,  are  high,  and  are  kept  up  by  frequent  rains.  The  roads  from4-his  to 
the  Kiamichi  are  one  (almost)  continued  quagmire,  owing  to  the  great  rium° 
her  of  wagons  that  have  passed.  The  last  teams  must  expeHence  great 
delay. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

CapL  U.  S,  A,,  Sup^dent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  fr.  S.^  Washington  City, 


Allegheny  Arsenal,  Pa.,  February  29,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  forward  an  account  current,  with  abstract  and 
vouchers  for  disbursements  made  for  the  subsistence  department  in  the  con= 
struction  of  a travelling  forge. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  BAKER, 

Major  U,  S,  A, 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  31,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  with  copy  of  one  from  Lieutenant 
Rains  at  Fort  Smith,  is  received.  There  was  no  necessity  for  writing  the 
letter  above  referred  to. 

1 am  pleased  to  find  that  I am  anticipated  in  the  furnish  of  a very  neces- 
sary article,  a travelling  forge;  an  article  I had  placed  among  my  memo- 
randa of  wants  some  time  since,  but,  knowing  it  could  not  reach  me  during 
the  present  movements,  had  deferred  writing  on  the  subject;  but  should 
have  done  so  in  lime  to  make  future  operations. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

CapL  U.  S.  JL , S'uphlent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indiam., 
To  Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

' C,  G.  S.y  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock, -A.  T.,  February  2,  1832. 
Sir:  Since  the  26th  ultimo,  my  last  dates  in  relation  to  the  movements 
of  emigrants,  I have  now  to  inform  you  that  all  the  Choctaws  of  present 
have  not  already  arrived  at  their  new  homes,  are  on  the 
march  thither,  and  all  south  and  west  of  this.  The  party  that  left  here  on 
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the  29th  of  December  last,  under  Lieutenant  Ryan,  must  have  arrived  at 
their  destination  some  days  since,  though  not  officially  informed  of  that  fact; 
also,  those  that  left  Ecor  de  Fabre  about  the  same  time  will  have  arrived  as 
above;  and  I now  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  all  will  reach  their 
places  of  settling  before  the  first  of  March  next. 

Col.  Rector  left  this  with  about  one  thousand  three  hundred  emigrants, 
occupying  fifty  wagons,  on  the  28th  ultimo;  and  yesterday  two  hundred 
more  under  Colonel  Rutherford,  who  is  engaged  to  conduct  this  party,  and 
to  pick  up  all  stragglers  on  the  route  to  the  KiamiChi:  of  this  party  some  are 
sick;  among  them  is  the  Chief  Nituchache  and  his  family,  himself  and  a 
part  of  his  family  quite  ill.  This,  together  with  the  want  of  wagons  to  re- 
ceive the  whole  on  the  28th,  induced  me  to  separate  the  part}’’,  by  which 
the  main  body  will  have  several  days  start,  and  may,  as  the  water  courses 
are  now  fordable,  make  a difference  of  weeks  in  their  arrival,  which,  to 
them,  is  of  great  importance,  and  to  the  Government,  in  regard  to  expenses, 
of  great  importance  also. 

The  steamboat  Reindeer  did  not  reach  her  destination,  of  which  I ex- 
pressed doubts  in  my  last.  She  was  stopped  by  the  low  stage  of  water 
about  eighty  miles  above  this,  where  the  emigrants  were  landed:  but  they 
(the  emigrants)  having  a keel  boat  along,  they  will  soon  reach  their  destina- 
tion. Assistant  agent  Fulton  informs  me  that  he  has  engaged  a good  crew 
to  navigate  the  keel,  and  would  make  a start  yesterday.  A considerable 
number  of  the  male  part  of  the  emigrants  go  by  land  to  the  fort:  hence, 
with  his  one  keel,  the  Doctor  will  be  able  to  land  at  the  fort  the  whole  of 
his  party,  baggage  and  all. 

I have  ordered  all  the  public  teams  and  wagons  to  return  to  thjs  place, 
after  having  deposited  the  emigrants  and  their  baggage  at  the  Kiamichi,  the 
route  they  are  now  on.  This  I have  deemed  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  necessary  repairs  to  the  wagons  and  harness,  which  will  be  con- 
siderable, as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  broken  down,  and 
curing  up  the  crippled  horses  and  oxen,  and  generally  reorganizing  the 
whole  establishment.  These  teams  have  had  a terrible  season  of  employ- 
ment The  wreck  among  them  is  very  considerable,  and  will  be  much 
increased  before  the  accomplishment  of  their  present  journey. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt  U,  S. 

Sup^i  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
To  General  Geoeoe  Gibsof,  C.  G.  S.^ 

Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  February  25,  1832. 

Sir:  Since  the  9th  inst,  the  date  of  my  last  communication,  every  thing 
in  relation  to  emigrating  movements  has  gone  on  as  well  as  could  have  been 
anticipated. 

Lieut  Ryan  arrived  in  the  new  Choctaw  country,  and  discharged  his  party 
at  their  locations,  on  the  27th  and  29th  of  last  month.  Assistant  agents 
Sommerville  and  Everitt  discharged  theirs  at  their  locations  on  the  30th  and 
31st  of  last,  and  the  1st  of  present  month.  Doctor  Fulton  arrived  at  Fort 
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Smith  with  his  party  on  the  18th  and  20th  inst.,  and  latest  accounts  make  it 
quite  certain  that  Col.  Rector  will  be  at  theKiamichi  on  or  early  on  the  1st 
of  next  month:  this  party  has  had  more  delays,  from  high  waters,  than  was 
calculated  on;  in  fact  the  country  has  been  literally  inundated  ever  since  he 
left  this  place,  and  of  late  some  very  severe  cold  weather,  accompanied  by 
a deep  snow,  which  must  have  retarded  his  progress.  The  party  that  are 
emigrating  on  their  own  resources  under  the  Folsoms,  Jeremiah  and  Ro- 
bert, are  now  past  Washington,  Hempstead  county,  and  will  mark  their 
locations  early  next  month. 

It  is  reported  that  four  hundred  more  have  crossed  the  Mississippi  at  Chi*  ‘ 
cot:  mostly  they  emigrate  on  their  own  means.  I begin  to  feel  the  want  of 
funds:  contractors  for  furnishing  on  several  of  the  routes  having  fulfilled 
their  engagements,  are  pressing  for  money;  it  is  now  over  sixty  days  since 
I forwarded  an  estimate.  The  last  communication  received  from  you  is 
dated  the  29th  December  last. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U,  S,  Ji., 

SupH  ofremU  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

Brig.  Gen,  Georoe  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S,,  Washington)  C. 


L1TTI.E  Rock,  July  2%  183L 

General:  I have  before  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  quantity  of  beef 
and  corn  that  could  be  obtained  in  this  country  has  been  very  greatly  over** 
rated,  and  ail  the  information  I have  collected  on  the  subject  strengthens  that 
belief:  it  is  true  many  of  the  farmers  have  large  stockl^  of  cattle,  but  the 
number  fit  for  beef  is  comparatively  small,  and  they  are,  generally,  so  wild 
that  it  is  very  difficult  to  drive  or  heard  them.  The  price  of  beef  cattle  has 
already  advanced,  from  a belief  that  the  United  States  will  be  compelled  to 
•purchase  at  any  price.  This  unfortunately  is  too  true,  and  I fear  that  every 
advantage  will  be  taken. 

I presume  you  have  calculated  the  quantity  that  will  be  required  for  five 
thousand  Indians.  Supposing  the  cattle  to  average  five  hundred  pounds  each, 
Jt  will  require  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  cattle  per  month,  or  live 
thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  head  a year;  and  when  the  distance 
and  difficulty  of  collecting  and  drlvipg  is  taken  into  view,  if  they  can  be  had 
in  the  country,  it  will  be  at  a high  price. 

Coni' is  now  selling  at  this  place  at  seventy-five  cents,  and  in  some  parts 
of  the  country  at  one  dollar  a bushel,  which,  I am  informed,  is  not  unusual 
during  some  part  of  every  year. 

I am  informed  that,  along  the  route  which  it  is  supposed  the  Indians  will 
travel,  many  persons  have  determined  that  if  they  cannot  obtain  the  price 
they  think  proper  to  ask  for  corn  and  beef,  not  to  sell.  There  is  not  generally 
a surplus  of  corn  raised  off  the  rivers;  consequently,  at  some  part  of  each 
year  it  is  in  great  demand,  at  a high  price,  on  all  the  principal  roads. 

Every  exertion  will  be  used  to  obtain  every  thing  that  may  be  necessary 
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for  the  removal  and  subsistence  ot  Indians  at  the  lowest  rate  possible,  but  I 
fear  the  expense  will  be  much  greater  than  you  have  anticipated. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Captain  U,  S. 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  fVashington  dtp* 


LiTTLiiRoeK,  A,  T.,  MarchB,  183!^. 

Sir:  The  experience  of  the  past  season,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the 
Choctaws,  urges  the  necessity  of  their  being  in  readiness  to  commence  the 
present  year’s  emigration  at  a much  earlier  period  than  the  last,  say  by  the 
first  of  September,  that  the  removal  may  be  accomplished  by  the  first  of  No- 
vember, by  which  much  human  suffering  will  be  avoided,  as  well  as  a very 
great  saving  to  the  Government  in  the  removal. 

It  is  believed  that  a large  emigration  will  be  effected  next  fall.  From  what 
I can  learn  a general  rush  will  be  made  for  the  newcountr}^;  perhaps  a great- 
er number  be  conveyed,  as  well  as  subsisted  after  they  shall  have  arrived, 
than  is  within  reasonable  cost.  I would  therefore  suggest  that  enrolments 
for  such  as  are  to  be  removed  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  do  not  ex- 
ceed eight  thousand:  in  addition  to  that  number  there  will,  no  doubt,  emigrate 
on  their  own  means  two  thousand  more,  which  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  as 
many  as  ought  to  pass  into  the  country  the  present  year. 

That  I do  not  hear  from  you  is  no  doubt  owing  to  the  failure  of  mail  con- 
veyance. In  my  last,  25th  ult.,  I mentioned  that  the  latest  communication 
received  from  you  is  dated  the  29th  December  last,  which  is  now  seventy 
days,  and  I need  not  repeat  the  great  anxiety  I feel,  as  well  as  the  very  un- 
pleasant situation  I am  in,  for  the  want  of  funds. 

Very  respectfully, 

1 have  ,the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U,  S. 

SupU  of  remH  and  subsistence. 

Brig*'  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.p  JVashmgton  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  March  20,  1832* 

Sir:  I cover  herewith  estimate  of  funds  to  meet  current  expenses  in  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  for  the  quarter 
ending  30th  June,  1832,  and  hope  to  receive  the  amount  it  calls  for  by  due 
course  of  mail. 

I regret  to  say  that  I have  not  yet  heard  any  thing  from  my  estimate,  for* 
warded  22d  December  last.  The  want  of  the  money  therein  called  for  is  very 
sensibly  felt:  that  estimate  was  for  fifty  five  thousand  dollars,  and  every  dol- 
lar of  it  is  now  due. 
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Nearly  three  months  are  passed  since  I have  received  any  commnnica^ 
tion  from  you. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Cap  fain  U,  S, 

Stip^f  of  removal  and  subsistence* 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  Washington^  D.  C, 


Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory,  March  25,  1832, 

SiRr  Claims  for  cutting,  causewaying,  and  otherwise  repairing  roads,  as 
well  as  building  and  repairing  bridges,  ferryboats,  &c.,  have  not  as  yet  all 
come  in;  but  sufficient  information  is  received  to  fix  the  expense  thus  in- 
curred at  about  five  thousand  dollars; 

I intended  making  a report  of  these  labors  so  soon  as  all  the  accounts  are 
presented,  as  Well  as  a report  of  what  ought  to  be  done  on  the  different 
roads,  and  the  probable  expense  before  the  next  fall  emigration  arrives:  for 
this  purpose,  several  routes  are  now  under  examination. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt  U,  St, 

^ Sup,  rem,  and  subsistence  of  Indians* 

To  Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G*  Washington,  B.  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  March  24,  1832* 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communications 
dated  1st,  llth,  and  15th  ultimo,  the  latter  convering  copies  of  letters  to 
and  from  Lieutenant  Stephenson. 

The  remittance,  noticed  under  date  of  the  llth  February,  has  been  re« 
ceived.  I fear  that  my  estimate  for  $25,000,  made  to  meet  expenditures 
in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1831,  and  forwarded  26th  October  last,  has  been  for* 
gotten,  and  consequently  placed  me  short  of  current  wants.  In  your  com- 
munication, dated  the  21st  of  November,  1831,  after  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  the  above  estimate,  and  remarking  on  the  subject  of  my  having 
brought  into  it  Lieutenant  Stephenson^s  contracts,  you  state  that  that 
officer  (Lieutenant  Stephenson)  had  several  thousand  dollars  placed  to  his 
credit  in  New  Orleans,  which  would  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  obliga- 
tions under  his  contracts,  and  yet  Lieutenant  Stephenson  has  drawn  on  me 
for  several  thousand  dollars,  say  six  or  seven,  for  furnishings  under  his  con- 
tract, and  wliich,  so  far  as  I had  means,  has  been  paid:  of  late  I have  been 
compelled  to  refuse  for  the  want  of  funds.  Hence,  from  the  circumstance 
of  having  thus  been  drawn  on,  I was  induced  to  believe  that  the  $35,000 
remitted  by  Major  Armstrong  tvas  the  October  estimate,  with  a flush  of 
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^lOjOOO,  instead  of  which  ^ it  appears  to  be  connected  with  the  020,000 
now  under  notice,  to  be  placed  to  my  credit  at  New  Orleans,  in  as  much  as 
it  is  stated  in  your  letter  of  the  lllh  ultimo  that  this  amount  (the  020,000) 
with  the  035,000  per  the  hands  of  Major  Armstrong,  fills  your  estimate  of 
055,000  for  the  first  quarter.  ' 

Thus  explained,  I believe  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  my  estimate  for  the 
4th  quarter  of  1831  has  not  been  furnished  me. 

I had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  035,000  remitted  by  Major 
Armstrong  was  intended  for  that  estimate;  at  least,  upon  that  basis  I have 
prepared  my  subsequent  estimates,  and  consequently  had  looked,  and  confi- 
dently expected  055,000  instead  of  the  020,000. 

Thus  situated,  I must  request  the  sum  of  035,000  to  be  placed  at  my  con- 
trol, as  early  as  practicable.  The  045,000  estimate,  covered  on  the  20th 
last,  is  to  meet  2d  quarter’s  transaction, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

• Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S,  A., 

Sup,  of  subsistence  and  removal^ 

To  Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  A.,  Washington,  I),  C. 


Little  Roce,  A.  T.,  March  16,  1832. 

SiR^  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  contract,  with  bonds,  entered 
into  for  the  delivery  of  corn  at  F ort  Smith,  also  abstract  of  bids,  with  notice 
for  proposals,  &c.;  and 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

^ Your  Obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  U,  S. 

Sup,  of  removal  and  subsistence,  %•€,  . 

To  Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Ordnance  Ofeice, 

Washington,  May  7,  1832'. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  I have  to  inform  you  that 
the  officers  in  command  of  the  arsenals  at  Pittsburgh  and  St  Louis  have 
been  directed  to  forward, to  Fort  Smith  the  following  articles,  viz.  twenty 
thousand  pounds  of  lead  to  be  east  into  bars  to.  weigh  one  pound  each,  and 
to  be  packed  in  boxes  of  a convenient  weight,  suitable  for  inland  transpor- 
tation; ten  thousand  pounds  rifle  powder  to  be  put  up  in  kegs  of  twenty- 
five  pounds  each,  and  to  be  packed  in  boxes  to  contain  four  kegs  each; 
sxiteen  thousand  rifle  flints  to  be  packed  in  boxes.  The  officers  have 
also  been  instructed  to  engage  the  transportation,  and  make  it  payable 
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by  the  agent  on  delivery  of  the  articles  at  Fort  Smith,  corresponding  in  all 
particulars  with  your  request. 

Respectfully,  I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  BOMFORD, 

Colonel  on  Ordnance  service* 


To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

Washington* 


Cantonment  Towson,  Jlpril  1,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  my  account  current  and 
abstract  of  disbursements,  together  with  the  necessary  voucher  for  the  1st 
quarter,  ending  the  31st  of  March,  1832. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

WM.  McK.  BALL, 

Jissistant  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians* 
To  Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City* 


Little  Rock,  A,  T.,  Jjpril  20,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  .iated  ISth  ultimo  has  been  received,  and  it  gives  me 
great  pleasure,  as  well  as  that  it  relieves  me  of  much  anxiety  of  mind,  to 
learn  that  the  duties  confided  to  me,  in  common  with  others,  have  been 
satisfactorily  performed  j that  the  difficulties  we  have  encountered  are  appre- 
ciated, and  that  confidence  is  entertained  of  my  continued  zeal  and  devoted- 
ness in  the  cause  and  duties  entrusted  to  us. 

I find  that  I shall  require  the  aid  of  all  my  assistants  for  some  time  yet, 
and  perhaps  shall  not  find  it  convenient  to  suspend  the  duties  of  any  of  them, 
between  this  and  the  commencement  of  the  fall  emigration;  that  is,  of 
Doctor  Fulton  and  Mr.  Ball.  The  latter  gentleman  I have  sent  to  assist 
Lieutenant  Stephenson  in  his  duty  for  the  time  being;  the  former  is  now 
engaged  in  preparing  his  accounts  for  examination  and  settlement,  and,  so 
soon  as  they  are  arranged,  he  will  be  employed,  as  well  as  Colonel  Rector, 
in  examining  and  conducting  the  repairs  of  roads  and  other  duties  prepara- 
tory to  future  operations.  Lieutenant  Ryan  is  now  engaged  in  that  duty, 
that  is,  the  examination  of  the  road  from  this  to  Fort  Smith. 

The  route  from  PointChicot,  via  Ecor  de  Fabre,  in  the  Washita,  Washing- 
ton, Hempstead  co.,  to  the  Kiamichi,  has  mostly  been  examined.  I intend 
to  have  the  route  on  the  east  of  the  Arkansas  river,  from  the  mouth,  via  the 
Post  of  Arkansas,  to  its  intersection  with  the  Little  Rock  road  south,  ex- 
amined, as  ^yell  as  the  old  Cadron  road,  so  called  frorn  its  intersection  with 
the  Memphis  road  about  forty  miles  north  of  this:  said  route  comes  into  the 
road  from  Little  Rock  to  Fort  Smith,  about  forty  miles  west  of  this.  By  this 
route,  forty  miles  in  distance  will  be  saved,  as  well  as  that  it  passes  over  a 
high,  airy  country.  I shall  also  examine  a position  for  a landing  and  depo- 
site  on  White  river,  near  where  the  Memphis  road  crosses.  The  White  river 
is  at  all  times  navigable,  for  steamboats  of  large  size,  as  high  up  as  the  mouth 
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of  Cache,  which  enters  the  White  river  near  the  crossing  above  referred  to: 
hence,  where  the  cut-off  enters  the  Arkansas  is  not  navigable,  which  is  the 
case  at  ordinary  low  water.  Boats  can  pass  up  White  river.  This  will 
shorten  the  land  route,  taking  the  old  Cadron  road,  as  above  referred  to,  to 
Fort  Smith,  some  eighty  miles;  that  is,  when  boats  cannot  get  up  to  the  Post 
of  Arkansas,  and  sixty  miles  v/hen  the  navigation  will  not  permit  the  pas- 
sage of  boats  higher  up  the  Arkansas  than  the  Post:  hence  the  necessity  of 
putting  that  (the  old  Cadron)  road  in  a condition  for  use;  besides,  it  opens 
another  resource  for  supplies. 

It  is  well  to  multiply  the  routes,  and  embrace,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
principal  settlements  through  the  Territory,  and,  although  such  may  cost 
some  money,  yet  we  have  the  greater  assurance  of  supplies,  as  well  as  that 
of  producing  greater  competition,  the  result  of  which,  in  my  opinion,  will 
amply  remunerate  the  Government. 

The  route  east  of  the  Arkansas,  and  from  the  mouth  of  that  river,  as 
above  referred  to,  is  intended  for  the  stock  that  the  emigrants  may  bring 
with  them,  that  is,  such  as  go  to  the  Kiamichi;  by  which,  avoiding  Little 
Rock,  we  shorten  the  distance  about  sixty-miles.  This  route  is  not  much 
settled,  but  has  excellent  corn  ranges  for  the  support  of  stock. 

The  Post  of  Arkansas,  for  a place  of  concentration,  is  by  no  means  a fa- 
vorable one,  and  will  be,  and  is  now  less  so  than  formerly.  Supplies  are 
not  abundant  there,  or  in  its  neighborhood;  and,  at  some  stages  of  water, 
are  very  difficult  to  obtain.  Wood  has  become  scarce. 

Herewith  is  a report  of  the  number  of  Indian  horses,  as  near  as  can  be 
ascertained,  that  were  fed  by  Government  on  their  way  to  the  new  Choctaw 
country.  Instructions  were  early  given  to  the  agents .^not  to  issue  corn  ta 
the  horses  belonging  to  the  emigrants  after  they  should  arrive  in  their  new 
country.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAC.  BROWN, 

Capt,  U.  S.  Sup^i  of  removal  and  subsistence. 

To  Brig.  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.f  Washington,  D.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T,,  ^pril  20,  1832. 

Sir:  The  number  of  horses  belonging  to  emigrant  Choctaws  that  passed 
from  the  old  fo  the  new  country  during  the  last  winter,  and  were  foraged 
by  Government,  amounts  to  nine  hundred,  or  thereabouts.  Five  hundred 
of  the  above  passed  this  place,  and  three  hundred  of  them  went  to  the  Kia- 
michi, and  two  hundred  to  Fort  Smith;  the  balance,  four  hundred,  passed 
by  the  way  of  Ecor  de  Fabre,  on  the  Washita,  to  the  Red  river  section  of 
the  new  country;  and  my  information  in  relation  to  their  number  is  Tram 
hearsay,  for  the  emigrating  movements  on  that  route  were  made  wholly 
independent  of  me. 

r have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt,  U.  S.  fd.,  SiipH  of  removal  a7id  subsistence. 

To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  ^pril  23,  1832. 

Sir:  Captain  Stewart  of  the  7th  infantry,  with  a detachment  of  men,  has 
commenced  opening  a road  from  Fort  Smith,  or  near  there,  to  Fort  Tow- 
son,  and  has  made  requisition  on  me  for  several  teams  to  favor  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work.  My  teams  are  by  no  means  in  a condition  to  be  placed 
on  such  service  so  immediately  following  the  labors  of  the  winter,  nor 
is  the  construction  of  the  road  under  my  superintendence;  yet,  rather  than 
the  work  should  fail  for  the  want  of  teams,  for  it  appears  that  none  other 
would  furnish,  I have  deemed  it  proper  to  send  four  wagons  with  six  oxen 
each,  and  which  are  now  on  the  way  for  that  place,  in  addition  to  those  at 
this  time:  four  other  teams  of  six  oxen  are  now,  and  have  been  for  some 
time  past,  engaged  in  hauling  the  farming  utensils,  guns,  &c.,  belonging  to 
the  emigrants  from  Fort  Smith  to  Fort  Towson. 

In  a few  days,  I shall  send  the  balance  of  the  oxen  and  some  of  the  horses 
to  the  range  for  a month  or  so.  They  are  all  dreadfully  poor,  and  many  of 
them  crippled  and  quite  broken  down,  I shall  select  such  as  may  be 
deemed  unserviceable,  and  dispose  of  them  at  auction. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt,  U.  S.  Ji,,  StipU  of  remoml, 

To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington,  JD,  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  *^pril 24,  1832. 

Sir:  It  has  been  intimated  to  me  that  propositions  have  been  made,  pro- 
bably to  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  citizens  of  this  place,  in  the  shape  of  com-^ 
panics,  for  contracts  to  remove  the  Choctaws  and  other  emigrating  Indians,, 
At  what  rates,  or  under  what  stipulations,  I know  not,  but  suppose  that  they 
fix  the  price  at  the  supposed  average  cost  per  head  of  last  winter’s  emigra- 
tion. Should  contracts  be  granted,  and  the  price  based  upon  such  supposi- 
tion, it  would  be  paying  much  more  than  it  will  cost  to  remove  them  in  the 
manner  already  adopted;  for,  in  the  first  place,  the  average  cost  of  last  year, 
in  all  probability,  will  greatly  exceed  the  cost  of  future  operations;  besides, 
if  the  applicants  have  fixed  on  any  data  for  price,  it  must  be  imaginary,  for, 
although  I have  been  frequently  asked  for  information  on  that  subject,  none 
by  me  has  been  given:  in  fact,  it  was  their  applications  to  myself  and  to  my 
assistants,  together  with  some  hints  indicating  the  object  of  such  inquiries, 
as  well  as  some  very  apparent  inadvertent  observations  of  some  gentlemen 
of  the  first  standing  in  this  place,  that  has  led  me  to  conclude  that  proposi- 
tions had  or  would  be  made  for  the  purposes  above  referred  to. 

If  my  surmises  are  correct,  and  it  should  be  found  that  propositions  have 
been  made,  or  in  future  should  be  made,  I would  most  earnestly  protest 
against  receiving  such  proposals,  or  in  any  shape  or  manner  granting  or 
adopting  such  a course  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  for  it  is  but  too  ap- 
parent that  the  sole  object  is  to  make  money;  and  such,  in  the  execution, 
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would  be  the  only  governing  principle  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  object. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capi,  U.  S.  Ji.^  SiipH  of  removal  and  subsistence. 
To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Llttle  Rock,  A.  T.,  *hlpril  26,  1832. 

Sir:  Drafts  lo  the  amount  of  ^15,000  have,  w-ithin  a few  days,  been  pre- 
sented, drawn  by  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  which,  for  the  want  of  funds,  I 
am  compelled  to  defer,  but  under  promise  of  immediate  payment.  More 
drafts,  I am  informed,  are  on  the  way  from  Kiamichi- — to  what  amount  I do 
not  know,  but  suppose  some  ^5,000,  add  to  which  the  additional  one*half 
pint  of  corn  to  the  ration,  not  heretofore  estimated  for,  say  ^5,000,  making 
$25,000;  which  sum  I wish  placed  at  my  control  without  delay. 

I hope,  ere  this,  the  sums  of  my  estimates  of  the  20th  March,  and  the 
balance  on  estimate  of  the  21st  of  November,  1831,  as  explained  by  my  letter 
of  the  24th  of  March  last,  are  on  the  way,  and  near  at  hand. 

It  is  out  of  the  question — language  cannot  express  the  horrible  condition 
one  is  in  this  place  without  funds;  and  it  has  so  happened  that  my  condition, 
since  I have  been  here,  has  been  so  much  so,  that  I am  quite  worn  out. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  Jl., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  ' 
Brigadier  General  'G.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Washington,  Hempstead  County,  Spril  22,  1832. 

Dear  Don:  I have  been  ordered  to  this  place  for  the  purpose  of  purchas- 
ing about  seven  thousand  bushels  of  corn,  from  the  citizens  of  this  county, 
for  the  subsistence  of  Indians;  but  I am^orry  to  say  that  I will  not  be  able 
to  make  purchases  from  our  friends.  I will  have  to  apply  to  Hinchle,  &c. 
The  connection  will  furnish  the  supply. 

The  party  of  Choctaw  Indians  who  emigrated  under  the  charge  of  Colo- 
nel Wharton  Rector  have  preferred  all  kinds  of  charges  against  him,  and  pray 
his  removal  from  office,  and  their  charges  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War.  Colonel  Rector  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  efficient  agents 
employed  by  the  Government  in  the  removal  of  Indians,  and  I should  be 
extremely  sorry  if  he  should  be  removed  on  the  representation  of  a set  of 
rascally  Indians. 

I have  written  to  Major  Armstrong  on  this  subject,  and  I think  that  you 
and  he  can  have  matters  and  things  rectified  at  the  War  Department.  Arm- 
strong is  well  acquainted  with  the  facts  that  Wharton  has  done  his  duty  as 
an  agent  faithfully. 

I have  not  the  means  of  informing  Wharton  what  is  going  on  against 
him,  but  I hope  you  will  see,  previous  to  your  leaving  Washington,  that  he 
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is  not  injured  by  false  charges.  Remove  Wharton,  and  it  will  be  difficult 
to  get  a long.  He  is  better  qualified  to  manage  a certain  class  of  Indians, 
who  have  to  be  removed,  than  any  man  I know:  a man  of  his  firmness  is 
required. 

I have  been  informed,  since  I arrived  at  this  place,  that  the  life  of  Colo- 
nel James  S.  Conway  is  still  despaired  of.  I fear  his  case  is  doubtful. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  McK.  BALL. 

To  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Sevier,  Washington, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  May  2^  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  Lieutenant  Rains’  accounts, 
consisting  of  accounts  current,  with  abstracts  of  vouchers,  and  expenditures 
and  vouchers,  together  with  provision  return,  abstract,  &c.,  for  the  first 
quarter  of  current  year.  In  looking  over  the  accounts,  though  in  a hurried 
manner,  I find  some  errors  as  well  as  decrepancies, 

I have  directed  Lieutenant  R.^to  furnish  a property  return, 'as  well  as  have 
given  him  some  instructions  in  relation  to  his  future  accounts  and  returns. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  i/?., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
Brigadier  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  N., 

Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  May  4,  1832. 

Sir:  On  the  other  side  is  a statement  showing  the  amount,  as  near  as 
practicable,  of  labor  as  well  as  expenses  incurred  in  opening  and  repairing 
roads,  building  and  repairing  bridges,  ferryboats,  &c.,  all  of  which  wasfound 
necessary  in  the  execution,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  emigrating 
movements  of  last  winter. 

Opening  and  repairing  roads,  to  a very  considerable  extent,  was  perform- 
ed by  pioneers,  which  is  not  included  in  the  statement. 

The  work  was  generally  done  under  speciaragreement,  the  time  not  per- 
mitting the  call  of  competition,  and  the  whole  has  been  examined  and  mi- 
nutely inspected. 

The  bridging  is  pronounced  to  be  equal  to  any  in  the  country,  substan- 
tially built  of  good  sound  and  sizeable  timber,  and  well  put  together  with 
substantial  abutments,  and  sufficiently  elevated  to  admit  the  passage  of  the 
highest  flood  hitherto  known.  Since  the  bridges  were  built  and  put  in  use, 
one  of  them  has,  in  part,  been  swept  off — the  one  over  the  cut-off  of  Little 
river.^  This  occurred  in  March  last  by  a very  sudden  and  unusually  high  rise, 
bringing  with  it  an  immense  quantity  of  floating  timber:  about  one-fourth 
of  the  bridge,  the  centre,  is  gone. 

A portion  of  the  causewaying  is  indifferently  made:  the  time  and  the  sea- 
son, and  the  want  of  force  to  accomplish,  compelled  the  execution  in  any 
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manner,  to  permit  the  passage  of  teams:  a good  deal  of  it  was  laid  under 
water  from  two  to  three  feet  deep. 

Several  routes  are  now  under  examination  with  a view  to  a better  know- 
ledge of  the  condition  of  the  roads;  a report  of  which  will  be  made  so  soon 
as  the  examinations  are  completed,  which  will  be  in  all  this  month, 

I should  he  glad  to  hear  from  you  on  the  subject  of  repairing,  and  to  learn 
whether  my  proceedings  therein  are  approved. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U. 

Superintendent  remoml  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  *S'.,  Washington  City, 

Statement  of  expenses  incurred  in  opening  and  repairing  roads,  making 
and  repairing  bridges,  ferryboats,  &c.,  are  as  follows: 

Opening  13i  miles  of  road  - - - - - ^ 108 


852  rods  of  causewaying  - - - - . 1,567 

910  feet  of  frame  bridges  -----  2,576 

145  log  do.  ....  - 89 

1 ferryboat  - --  --  --  52 

Repairing  Bayou  Metre  and  Jack  bayou  bridges  - - 33 

Digging  banks  and  making  side  cuts,  and  otherwise  repairing  the 

ascents  and  descents  of  several  bayous  and  creeks  - - 125 


W,550 


The  above  work  is  done  on  the  route  from  Post  of  Arkansas,  via  Little 
Rock,  Washington,  Hempstead  county,  to  the  Red  river  section  of  the  new 
Choctaw  country.  The  bridges,  (those  of  frame,)  are  over  Mine  cfeek,  the 
big  and  Little  Cossitots,  Saline  and  the  cut-off  of  Little  river.  The  cause- 
waying and  log  bridges  is  mostly  between  Washington,  Hempstead  county^ 
and  the  Kiamichi. 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U,  S. 

Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  May  4,  1832. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  3Iay  10,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  abstract  of  disbursements  on 
account  of  contingencies  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  with 
vouchers  for  the  first  quarter  of  1832. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt.  TJ,  S,  Ji.,  Sup,  removal  and  sub,  of  Indians, 
Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson,  C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  May  10,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  account  current,  with  abstract 
of  purchases  of  provisions,  and  vouchers,  for  the  first  quarter  of  1832,  and 
must  here  remark  that  I have  found  it  necessary  to  delay  my  accounts,  to 
give  time  to  some  of  the  agents  to  arrange  theirs  for  examination,  they  hav- 
ing in  the  mean  time  to  send  to  a distance  for  them:  this  was  necessary  in 
order  to  place  their  accounts  in  a condition  for  settlement;  for,  unaccustomed 
as  some  of  these  agents  were  to  forms,  and  to  the  Treasury  system  of  accounta- 
bility, as  well  as  the  inconveniences  at  all  times  found  in  the  execution  of 
their  duties,  much  informality  and  indefinite  exhibit  might  be  expected: 
such  was  looked  for,  and  such  was  found. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt.  U,  S,  Jl.y  sup,  removal  and  sub,  of  Indians, 
Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T. , May  10,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  abstract  of  property  purchased, 
with  vouchers  of  accounts,  for  the  first  quarter  of  1832. 

For  the  blankets  that  will  be  found  on  the  return,  and  accounted  for  as 
issued  to  Indians,  I have  to  refer  you  to  the  note  made  in  relation  thereto, 
and  appended  to  the  bill  of  purchases  accompanying  voucher  31. 

There  is  no  question  of  the  fact  of  those  Indians  being  in  a suffering  condi- 
tion at  the  time  the  blankets  were  furnished  them:  they  were  in  the  rear  of 
the  main  body  of  the  emigrants  from  that  section  of  the  old  Choctaw  coun- 
try, a.nd  were  making  efforts  to  overtake  them,  but  their  progress  was  im- 
peded by  the  excessive  rigorous  season:  they  did  not  accomplish  that  object.  ij. 
They  then  were  obliged  to  take  the  swamp,  and,  in  the  attempt  to  pass  it,  be- 
came water  and  ice  bound  between  the  St.  Francis  and  White  river,  for 
upwards  of  forty  days,  during  which  time  they  subsisted  themselves  by 
hunting. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt,  U.  S.  sup,  removal  and  sub.  of  Indians, 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson,  C,  G,  S.<,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  May  1 1,  1832. 
Sir:  Herewith  is  covered  return  of  provisions,  with  abstracts  of  purchase 
and  issues  made  to  emigrating  Choctaws  in  the  first  quarter  of  1832. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt.  U.  S.  Jl.y  sup.  removal  and  sub.  of  Indians, 
Brig,  Geno  George  Gibson,  C,  G,  S.^  Washington  City. 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  May  11,  1832. 

Sir;  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  return  of  property,  with  ab- 
stract of  purchases  and  vouchers,  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  current  year; 
and  I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt,  U,  S.  Ji.^  sup,  remoml  and  sub,  of  Indians, 
Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  May  11,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  covered  return  of  provisions,  with  abstract  of  issues,  for 
that  article  deposited  at  Washington,  Hempstead  county. 

Very  respectfully, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt,  U,  Sup,  removal  and  sub,  of  Indians, 

Brig,  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G,  *S'.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  May  30,  1 832. 

Sir:  Satisfied  that  the  expenses  of  last  year’s  emigration  has  been  consi- 
derably increased  by  erroneous  management  of  agents,  arising  in  part,  as  is 
often  the  case,  from  its  being  a new  business,  as  well  as  the  want  of  expe- 
rience sufficiently  comprehensive  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  such  a duty;  but 
much  the  greatest  source  of  evil  has  arisen  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
duty  being  divided  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  two  persons  to  superintend 
the  same — one  in  the  old  Choctaw  country  east  of  the  Mississippi,  the  other 
west  of  that  river,  and  both  operating  independently  of  each  other. 

Thus  situated,  it  must  be  apparent  that  a successful  accomplishment  of  any 
enterprise  or  duty  wholly  depends  on  fortuitous  circumstances:  hence,  as 
this  business  involves  large  expenditures,  its  re.sults  will  be  that  of  waste  and 
extravagance,  compared  with  what  it  would  be  were  the  whole  superinten- 
dence placed  in  the  hands  of  one  person. 

To  relate  the  many  instances  which  experience  has  made  manifest,  wmuld 
occup3r  more  space  than  is  usually  allotted  for  business  presentation;  and,  to 
avoid  allusion  to  the  past,  I will  suppose  a contingency,  for  I now  declare 
that  co-operation  cannot  be  depended  on  without  there  is  power  to  form  it, 
and  this  cannot  be,  so  long  as  the  duty  is  divided  as  it  now  is.  Suppose, 
then,  that  the  superintendent  west  of  the  Mississippi  is  informed  by  the  su- 
perintendent east  of  that  river  that,  by  the  first  of  October  next,  five  thousand, 
or  say  any  number,  of  emigrants  will  be  at  the  Mississippi,  and  will  cross 
that  river  at  four  different  places,  (and  here  let  it  be  understood  that  the 
superintendent  cast  of  the  Mississippi  selects  the  crossing  places,  the  super- 
intendent west  has  no  voice  nor  control  until  the  emigrants  are  landed  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  or  at  some  place  within  the  Territory  on 
the  bank  of  any  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi,)  and  in  numbers  about 
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equal.  The  superintendent  west,  upon  such  information,  proceeds 'and 
makes  arrangements  to  meet  that  condition  of  things;  and,  as  matter  of 
course,  calculates  on  receiving  the  emigrants  at  the  crossings  named.  He 
sends  his  agents  to  those  points  with  the  means  and  supplies  necessary  to 
subsist  and  to  convey  them  (the  emigrants)  to  their  new  homes.  The  routes 
are  pointed  out,  and  depots  of  supplies  are  established,  to  be  availed  at  the 
times  specified  and  of  need,  October  arrives;  the  means,  &c.,  are  concen- 
trated, and  are  in  readiness  to  meet  the  objects  for  which  the}’’  were  en- 
gaged; every  thing  is  under  pay  and  expense,  and  each  day  involves  large 
sums;  but,  by  some  cause  or  other,  the  emigrants  do  not  arrive:  a month  or 
so  rolls  round.  In  the  interim  rumor  is  afloat;  every  thing  is  kept  up;  the 
liighest  expectancy  prevails.  When,  very  unexpectedly,  information  is  re- 
ceived that  the  emigrants  are  landing  from  steamboats  at  some  place,  up 
some  of  the  tributaries  interior,  and  perhaps  a hundred  or  two  miles  distant 
from  the  crossings  of  the  Mississippi  first  named;  and,  instead  of  being  in  de- 
tachments, the  whole  are  embodied  and  are  at  the  same  place,  and  remote  from 
all  expectancy:  consequently,  no  preparation  has  been  made  to  receive  them. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  thousands  of  dollars  are 
at  once  wasted,  which  would  not  have  been  the  case  were  the  business  con- 
ducted by  one  person.  The  means  and  supplies  provided,  and  at  great  cost, 
are  abandoned,  and  consequently  sacrificed;  for  the  condition  of  the  country 
is  such,  that  they  cannot  be  transported  to  the  place  where  they  are  now 
wanted.  Consequently,  to  meet  the  wants  now  called  for,  other  means  and 
supplies  must  be  procured,  and  are  to  be  drawn  from  a country  thinly  settled, 
and  whose  resources  are  not  abundant.  No  time  is  to  be  lost;  competition 
cannot  be  availed.  Hence,  great  prices  must  be  paid;  besides  the  deilays  in- 
cident thereto  places  at  hazard,  in  no  small  degree,  the  due  accomplishment 
’^of  the  movement,  in  which,  aside  from  anything  like  success,  the  reputation 
of  the  supereintendent  is  at  stake.  Thus  involved  with  great  expenses  and 
delays,  and  however  innocent  in  the  creation  of  them,  or  however  much  he 
may  have  strove  to  avoid  them,  he  (the  superintendent  in  the  west)  is  sure 
to  meet  with  disgrace.  It  would  be  impossible,  nay,  a useless  task,  to  at- 
tempt to  extricate  himself  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  The  transaction  is 
forced  in  his  hands,  and  he  must  meet  the  consequences.  The  one  that  has 
caused  ail  this  is  aloof  from  responsibility:  he  has  no  results  to  account  for. 
This  supposition  does  not  cover  all  the  ground,  nor  does  it  point  out  all  the 
bearings,  and  tendencies  to  waste  and  extravagancies,  but  sufficient,  it  is  be- 
lieved, to  show  that  there  is  an  incongruity  wholly  irreconcilable  to  all  the 
dictates  of  economy,  as  well  as  that  of  efficiency,  tending  to  meet  the  expec- 
tations of  Government. 

I hope  I have  sufficiently  expressed  myself,  and  that  my  view^s  will  be 
understood. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt. 

Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians > 

To  Brig.  General  Geo.  GibvSon, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washington  City. 


[512] 


452 


New  Orleans,  La.,  June  7, 1SS2 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  copy  of  letter  dated  the 
19th  of  April  last,  and  covered  to  this  place:  have  also  received  the  ^30,000, 
in  addition  to  prior  deposites  of  ^20,000  and  Sl5,000. 

I shall  leave  this  place  for  Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  on  the  9th  instant. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  rewspectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U.  S.Jl., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
To  Brig.  General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washington  City. 


Ordnance  Office, 

Washington,  June  18,  1832. 

Sir:  I transmit,  herewith,  an  account  forwarded  to  this  office  by  Major 
Talcott — being  for  ninety-nin'e  officers’  swords,  with  the  expenses  attending 
thereon,  shipped  from  the  United  States’  Arsenal,  Watervliet,  to  the  care  of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases  at  Philadelphia,*  for  the  use  of  the 
Choctaw  Indians — in  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  5th  ultimo. 

It  is  requested  that  the  amount  (^1,162  56)  may  be  transmitted  to  Major 
G.  Talcott,  at  Watervliet,  N.  Y. 

Respectfully,  I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  BOMFORD, 

Colonel  of  Ordnance, 


To  Major  J.  Garland, 

U,  S.  Jirmy,  Washington, 


Ordnance  Office, 

' Washington,  June  18,  1832. 

Sir:  I transmit,  herewith,  an  account  forwarded  to  this  office  by  Major 
Baker  for  10,000  lbs.  rifle-powder,  with  the  expenses  attending  thereon, 
shipped  from  the  United  States’  Arsenal  at  Pittsburgh  for  Fort  Smith,  for 
the  use  of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  in  compliance,  in  part,  with  your  request 
of  the  5th  ultimo. 

It  is  requested  that  the  amount  ($2,253  62,)  may  be  transmitted  to  Ma- 
jor R.  L.  Baker  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

Respectfully,  I am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  BOMFORD, 

Colonel  of  Or  dnance 

To  Gen.  G.  Gibson,  C,  G.  S, 


CoLUMBDS,  May  27,  1832. 

Bear  Sir:  I received  your  letter  dated  the  3d  instant;  but  I did  not  re- 
ceive it  until  after  I had  left  home  to  attend  the  sales  and  valuation  of  the 
Choctaw  cattle.  Agreably  to  my  notice  I was  called  on,  and  notified  that 
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there  was  a part  of  the  Indians  that  wished  to  give  up  their  cattle,  as  they 
intended  moving  early  in  the  summer.  I sold  one  hundred  and  eighty-four 
head  of  cattle  before  your  letter  reached  me.  When  I left  home  1 instruct- 
ed my  wife,  if  any  letter  should  come  from  Washington  city  to  my  address, 
to  forward  it  to  me  by  express,  which  she  did.  So  soon  as  your  letter 
reached  me  I stopped  my  valuation,  but  it  did  not  stop  the  sales.  So  soon 
as  I fixed  the  price,  the  Indians  sold  off  all  their  stock  at  private  sale  at  four 
dollars  a head.  My  validation  was  three  dollars  for  some,  and  three  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents  for  some  others.  Cows  and  calves  I valued  at  six 
dollars.  They  sold  for  six  dollars  and  four  cents  a head.  Those  I 
Valued  at  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  sold  at  three  dollars  thirteen  and  a 
half  cents.  Those  I valued  at  three  dollars,  sold  at  two  dollars  eighty-nine 
cents.  They  did  not  give  up  any  beef  cattle:  they  sold  them  all  at  private 
sale.  I am  of  opinion  that  they  will  sell  off  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  their  stock 
at  private  sale.  They  were  only  waiting  to  ascertain  what  would  be  the 
price  allowed  by  the  Government;  and  so  soon  as  they  ascertained  that  fact, 
they  commenced  selling,  as  there  were  a great  many  buyers.  Not  less,  I 
think,  than  four  or  five  hundred  persons  attended  the  sales.  Those  that 
wanted  cattle  went  around  to  the  places  where  I had  appointed  to  sell  to 
try  the  cattle  when  they  were  collected  by  the  Indians,  as  this  is  the  only 
time  they  can  conveniently  collect  their  cattle.  Captain  Colquhoun  went 
with  me  so  far  as  I went.  Colonel  Ward  sent  his  son,  G.  W.  Ward,  with 
me:  has  received  the  proceeds  of  what  was  sold.  The  amount  sold  was 
one  hundred  and  eighty-four  head.  The  amount  sold  at  private  sale  by  the 
Indians  was  about  twelve  hundred  head;  and,  on  my  way  home,  I found 
them  selling  off  as  fast  as  any  person  would  give  them  four  dollars  a head. 
The  Indians  are  making  but  little  corn,  and  will  be  in  readiness  to  move 
early  in  the  summer. 

With  due  respect,  I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  BYRNE, 

Special  Agent  for  setting  the  value  and  selling  the  Choctaw  cattle. 
To  Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 

N.  B.  I branded  all  the  cattle  I sold  with  the  letters  U.  S.,  agreeable  to 
order,  J.  W.  BYRNE,  S.  Jl. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  May  25,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tions, dated  the  12th  and  19th  ultimo,  with  copies  of  letters  from  the  Hon. 
A.  H.  Sevier,  delegate  from  this  Territory,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
your  answer;  together  with  copies  of  letters  to  me,  the  originals  of  which 
having  previously  been  received,  and  a copy  of  the  one  of  the  12th,  as  above 
named;  and,  in  obedience  to  instructions  of  that  date,  I herewith  cover  a 
statement  of  the  payments  proposed  to  be  made  under  each  head  of  my  esti- 
mate, dated  20th  March  last.  I intended  to  meet  the  current  expenditures 
of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  for  the  second  quarter  of  1832, 
showing  what  deductions  will  be  made  in  the  several  items  which  compose 
that  estimate  within  the  period  for  which  it  is  made. 

Notices  of  deposite  to  my  credit  in  the  Branch  United  States^  Bapk  at 
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New  Orleans,  of  $40,000,  being  the  amount  ofyomr  requisitions',,  one  for 
\^25,000  and  the  other  for  ^15,000,  as  advised  by  your  letters  of  the  12tb 
and  19th  ultimo. 

I have  been  absent  from  this  a few  days. to  the  White  river^  (mouth  of 
Cache,)  in  order  to  select  a position  for  landing  and  a depot,  to  meet  future 
operations  in  the  removal  of  Indians;  which  will  shorten  the  land  distance, 
as  well  as  to  add  other  benefits  connected  therewith.  In  all  of  which,  I feel 
quite  satisfied  with  having  sought  those  advantages^. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Sup,  rem,  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 

To  Brig,.  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S,,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Jwie  2S,  l!S32; 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  reports  of  examinas- 
tion  of  several  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas;  showing  their  condition,^ 
with  an  estimate  of  funds  to  make  the  repairs,  in  part,,  as  recommended,  in 
those  reports. 

If  the  season  should  be  dry  at  the  period'of  movement,  adess  sum  would  put 
the  roads  in  a tolerable  passable  condition;,  but,  as  such  cannot  be  calculated 
on,  I have  little  doubt  but  the  whole  sum  estimated  for  will  have  to  be  ex.- 
pended,  and  in  manner  as  therein  specified. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  I have  omitted  to  estimate  for  repairs  from  Little 
Rock  to  Grand  Prairie,  35  miles,  under  the  supposition  that  that  distance 
will  be  repaired  out  of  the  $20,000  appropriated  to  repair  the  Memphis 
road,  it  being  a part  of  that  road;  and  I make  this  reference  that  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  repairs  may  be  instructed  to  engage  in  them  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable, as  the  completion  of  it,  prior  to  the  recommencerment  of  the  emigra- 
tion, will  be  of  much  importance.  It  is  a boggy,  miry  mad  in  places,  in 
the  driest  of  seasons,  but  in  a moderately  wet  one  it  is  literally  impassable?. 
I expended  promiscuously  on  this  road,  in  causewaying  and  bridges,  about 
$700  last  winter,  and  more  would  have  been  expended  could  laborers  be 
found  for  that  service. 

It  may  also  be  proper  to  refer  to  item  No.  4,  and  particularly  to  that  part 
of  the  road  to  be  opened  from  Cassetot  bridge  to  the  new  Ghoctaw  country, 
via  jthe  mountains  and  rolling  forks  of  the  Little  river.  To  avoid  Little 
river,  and  the  swamps  in  its  vicinity  where  it  is  now  crossed,  is  of  the 
greatest  importance.  From  Little  river  to  the  lick  near  the  Choctaw  line, 
a distance  of  about  eight  miles,  is  low  and  boggy..  A considerable  portion 
of  it,  when  the  waters  are  moderately  high,  is  inundated;  andiat  all  times 
difficult  to  pass.  To  be  caught  there  at  a period  of  high  water  is^  worse  than 
a shipwreck  among  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

According  to  the  number  of  emigrants  and  teams  that  should  compose  the 
parties  detained,  would  be  the  expenses  thereof;  and  of  these  (no  other  place 
on  earth  excepted),  it  is  so  managed  by  the  good  people  of  that  vicinity 
as  to  impose  upon  the  Goveniment  as  well  as  individuals  the  most  bare- 
faced extortions;  and,  what  is  worse  than  all  the  restj  any  means  will  be  re. 
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sorted  to  to  produce  detentions.  This  is  my  opinion,  and  I am  not  alone  in 
it.  1 have  iiot  the  proof,  but  I am  well  convinced  that  the  Government 
ferryboat  at  Little  river  was  designedly  cut  loose  and  destroyed,  (for  no 
part  of  it  has  since  been  found),  three  days  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  first 
party  of  emigrants  last  winter:  the  consequence  was  several  days’  detention 
before  another  boat  could  be  made  and  put  in  operation.  In  the  interim, 
the  secret  so  far  developed  itself  as  to  show  conclusively  the  agency  and  ob- 
ject of  what  was  then  going  on.  The  man  who  kept  the  Government  ferry- 
boat, in  connexion  with  others,  had  obtained  from  the  court  a license  to 
keep  a ferry  at  that  place,  and  at  great  rates  of  charges.  By  this  manoeuvre, 
some  five  or  six  hundred  dollars  would  be  put  into  their  pockets,  while 
others  residing  in  the  vicinity,  who  had  corn,  beef,  &c.,  would,  by  the  de- 
tention, find  a market  for  such  articles,  and  at  any  prices  they  were  disposed 
to  ask.  Hence,  $2  per  bushel,  and  four  cents  paid  for  beef,  &c.,  was  paid  for 
all  that  was  consumed,  which  was  in  the  article  of  corn  a very  large  item. 
Many  suspect  that  the  motives  for  detention  influenced,  in  some  manner, 
the  destruction  of  the  bridge  that  had  but  recently  been  built  over  the  cut- 
off of  Little  river,  for  it  had  stood  a flood  equal  to  the  one  in  which  it  was 
in  part  carried  away,  without  any  perceptible  action  upon  it.  In  fact,  every 
one  that  had  crossed  it  concur  in  stating  that  it  was  a very  firm  and  substan- 
tial bridge.  I am  told  that  three  hundred  head  of  beeves  passed  over  if,  and 
that  they  were  all  on  it  at  the  same  tktie. 

The  reports  are  replete  with  useful  information  in  relation  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  roads  in  this  Territory;  perhaps  more  so  than  from  any  other 
source  of  information.  The  examinations  were  minute,  and  the  results  spe- 
cific: besides  the  necessary  observations  and  knowledge  of  roads^,  much 
useful  information  touching  the  resources  of  the  country  has  been  obtained, 
as  well  as  that  it  has  on  all  the  routes  produced  a very  considerable  incentive 
to  corn  cropping,  from  which,  if  the  season  proves  favorable,  large  crops  will 
be  made. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  L\  S,  A., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
To  Brigadier  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S..  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  June  28,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  covered  estimate  of  funds  to  meet  expenditures  in  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  for  the  quarter 
ending  on  the  30th  September,  1832. 

The  contracts  referred  to,  and  the  amount  of  beef  therein  named,  will  be 
delivered,  and  the  contracts  closed  as  follows:  McWilliams  by  the  15lh, 
Byrd &Thompson  by  the  20th,  and  Hazzard’s  by  the  30th  September,  1832, 
or  near  those  dates:  so  that  early  in  September  the  whole  will  have  been 
delivered,  in  as  much  as  the  same  is  delivered  one  month  in  advance:  hence, 
claims  for  the  beef  furnished  will  be  presented  early  in  September. 

For  the  purchase  of  horses  and  oxen,  I would  observe  that  the  number  of 
horses  recently  sold,  adll  to  which  those  that  have  died,  makes  that  number 
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necessary  to  re-establish  the  teams,  and  put  them  in  a condition  for  further 
use;  so  also  in  relation  to  the  oxen,  although  none  have  been  sold,  yet  the 
number  of  crippled,  and  otherwise  unsound  ones,  renders  it  necessary  ta 
add  the  number  named  in  the  estimate  to  complete  these  teams. 

The  balance  of  the  items  of  the  estimate,  it  is  hoped,  are  sufficiently  ex- 
plicit, and  that  the  same  will  receive  early  attention. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapU  U.  S.  Ji., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
To  Brigadier  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  /S'.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  June  18,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  communications  dated  the  3d  and  9th  ultimo,  with  copies  (ac- 
companying the  former)  of  letters  to  Mr.  H.  C.  Brish,  sub-agent,  and  ex- 
tracts of  letters  from  said  Brish  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  date  of  28th 
February  last,  are  now  before  me.  They  reached  this  on  the  7th  instant, 
at  which  time  I was  absent  at  New  OWeans;  but  Lieutenant  Ryan  being  here 
their  contents  were  immediately  attended  to,  and  Doctor  Fulton,  assistant 
agent,  despatched  the  same  day  (7th) for  the  new  Seneca  country,  with  instruc- 
tions commensurate  with  the  views  of  Government.  Doctor  Fulton  will  be 
here,  if  no  accident  befals  him,  on  or  about  the  close  of  the  present  month. 

By  a letter  received  from  General  Clark,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
at  St.  Louis,  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  Senecas,  dated  20th  uit., 
it  appears  that  a contract  has  been  made  to  subsist  those  Indians  for  the  pe- 
riod of  six  months  after  their  arrival  at  their  new  homes,  and  where  it  is 
expected  they  will  arrive  on  or  before  the  10th  instant.  Their  number  is 
stated  to  be  four  hundred : hence,  I am  inclined  to  believe  that  both  of  the  par- 
ties referred  to  must  have  arrived.  Be  this  as  it  may,  if  there  is  no  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  contractor,  sufficient  time  will  be  Jven  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  future  subsistence,  and  on  terms  as  favorable  as  the  resources  of  the 
country  will  permit. 

Be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  the  treaty  made  with  those  Indians,  the 
Senecas. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S. 

Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
To  Brigadier  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  June  20,  1832. 

Sir:  With  the  wagons  that  were  sent  to  this  place  last  season  there  were 
but  four  jack-screws,  being  one  to  every  ten  wagons.  This  was  an  over- 
sight no  doubt,  in  as  much  as  the  jack-screw  is  a very  necessary,  and  in  this 
country,  an  article  that  cannot  well  be  dispensed  with.  Every  wagon  ought 


457 


C 512  3 

to  be  furnished  with  one,  havihg  added  by  purchase  four  wagons,  making 
the  number  forty-four.  I have  to  solicit  authority  to  procure  forty  more, 
or  that  they  may  be  procured  and  forwarded  to  this  place.  As  those  articles 
must  come  from  Pittsburgh,  I will  add  to  the  above  the  propriety  of  send- 
ing two  hundred  horses,  and  six  hundred  oxen’s  shoes. 

After  the  movements  are  commenced  there  will  be  but  little  time  to  make 
shoes,  and  it  is  rare  that  we  find  a smith  accustomed  to  making  ox-shoes. 
Many  of  the  heavy  oxen  last  winter  became  so  tender-footed,  and  so  much 
crippled,  as  to  render  them  useless  for  a portion  of  the  season.  It  was  im- 
possible to  get  them  shod,  there  being  no  one  in  the  vicinity  that  understood 
such  work;  and  I am  confident  that,  had  four  or  five  hundred  shoes  been 
furnished  last  winter,  as  many  dollars  would  have  been  saved  to  Govern- 
ment. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U,  S.  t/?., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S,f  Washington^  D.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  June  24,  1832. 

Sir:  Out  of  the  funds  recently  received,  I have  forw'arded  in  bills  five 
thousand  dollars  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  at  Fort  Towson,  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  off  some  emigrants  that  have  passed  into  the  new  country  on  their 
own  resources,  and  subsequent  to  the  parties  heretofore  reported:  the  num- 
bers are  about  two  hundred;  independent  of  this,  to  place  him  in  funds  for 
other  purposes.  Yesterday  the  sale  of  such  horses  as  were  found  unsuitable 
to  be  continued  in  the  teams,  was  made:  sixteen  animals  were  sold,  and 
brought  1^500  25.  These  horses  were  all  more  or  less  crippled  and  broken 
down  in  service.  There  are  a number  of  the  oxen,  twenty-nine,  similarly 
conditioned;  but  as  they  are  in  the  range,  and  thriving,  rather  than  dispose 
of  them  now,  and  in  the  condition  they  are  in,  I have  concluded  that  it 
would  be  more  to  the  interest  of  the  Government  to  give  them  the  advan- 
tage of  the  range  for  the  season,  make  them  beef,  and  dispose  of  them  as 
such. 

I h?ive  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

, J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  A,, 

Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson,  > 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington,  B.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  3,  1832. 

Sir:  In  relation  to  depots  of  flour,  bacon,  and  pork,  I would  observe  that 
I am  not  so  much  in  favor  of  them  as  to  call  for  any  considerable  quahtity 
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preparatory  for  present  year’s  emigration,  although  a large  emigration  is 
contemplated.  The  best  change  of  the  ration,  and  that  which  the  great 
mass  of  the  Choctaws  would  prefer,  is  from  fresh  beef  to  fresh  pork,  from 
corn  to  corn  meal.  The  fact  is,  they  (the  Indians)  are  not  over-fond  of  salt 
pork.  Perhaps,  for  a few  days’  subsistence,  pork  or  bacon  would  be  £lc- 
ceptable,  and  so  with  flour;  but  of  the  latter  they  are  not  much  accustomed  to, 
and  they  use  it  to  a very  little  advantage;  in  fact,  it  is  mainly  wasted,  and 
with  regard  to  salt  pork  or  bacon,  they  want  fresh  to  cook  with  it.  I have 
concluded  not  to  ask  for  any  salt  pork  or  bacon  to  be  sent  out  this  year.  I 
have  now  forty  barrels  of  pork  and  about  ten  thousand  pounds  of  the  old  ba- 
con: much  of  the  bacon,  however,  is  spoiled;  the  pork  is  sound,  and  will 
be  fed  to  teamsters.  The  flour,  of  which  I have  about  sixty  barrels,  is  all 
more  or  less  changed.  This  I am  now  getting  manufactured  into  hard 
bread,  by  which  means  I shall  be  able  to  save  it,  as  well  as  provide  for  use 
a very  acceptable  article.  There  may  be  times  when  it  will  be  found  well 
to  issue  a little  bacon;  and  of  this  the  conducting  agent  would  always  be  ap- 
prized of  the  necessity  as  well  as  the  utility  of  giving  it;  and  for  such,  let 
them  depend  upon  the  place  they  are  in  to  supply  it.  I shall  order  a few 
thousand  pounds  to  be  put  up  at  Washington,  Hempstead  county.  With  re* 
gard  to  the  bread  part  for  the  use  of  teamsters,  and  occasionally  to  distribute 
to  the  emigrants,  I would  suggest  that  fifty  barrels  of  flour,  and  two  hundred 
barrels  of  fine  hard  bread  or  buscuit,  be  forwarded  to  this  place.  It  will  be 
cheaper,  as  well  as  that  a much  better  article  will  be  obtained  by  ordering 
the  hard  bread  from  Pittsburgh,  rather  than  send  out  flour  to  be  manufac- 
tured at  this  place:  in  fact,  such  can  only  be  done  in  small  quantities  here. 

Whenever  and  wherever  the  navigation  will  permit,  the  emigrants  will 
be  conveyed  by  steamboats,  and,  when  on  board  of  them,  we  are  compelled 
to  use  cured  meats  as  well  as  flour:  hence  the  emigrants  are  fed  upon  such 
provisions  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  they  have  a relish  for,  and  perhaps 
full  as  much  as  is  healthy  for  them  to  use. 

I have  received  no  communication,  nor  no  official  information  of  what  is 
going  on  east  of  the  Mississippi,  since  1st  December  last,  and  suppose  the 
principles  and  feelings  of  co-operation  exist,  and  are  to  be  continued  this, 
as  was  pursued  last  year;  that  is,  if  I want  information  in  relation  to  the 
movement  of  the  Choctaws,  I must  seek  it. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  A,, 
Superint evident  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  /S'.,  Washing t on j D,  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  June  2S,  1S32. 

Sir:  Your  letter  dated  the  1st  instant,  informing  me  that  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  had  been  required  to  be  placed  to  my  credit  in 
the  Branch  United  States’  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  being  the  sum  of  my  esti- 
mate under  date  of  the  26th  April  last,  and  copy  of  letter  dated  the  9th  ul- 
timo, have  just  come  to  hand;  and,  in  answer  to  the  latter,  I have  to  inform 
you  that  advices,  by  due  course,  of  all  the  remittances  therein  referred  to, 
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have  been  received,  and  that  the  same  was  duly  acknowledged  by  me.  The 
notice  for  the  thirty  thousand  dollars  referred  to  was  received  while  in  New 
Orleans,  by  which  I am  amply  supplied,  and  am  now  closing  and  cancelling 
all  demands  up  to  the  close  of  the  present  quarter. 

My  estimate  of  funds  for  the  third  quarter  has  been  forwarded. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S. 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  ^Indians. 
To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington,  B.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  3,  1832, 

Sir;  From  the  numerous  complaints,  as  well  as  solicitations  of  several 
very  respectable  citizens  of  the  county  of  Hempstead,  in  this  Territory, 
in  relation  to  claims  for  the  use  of  their  wagons  and  teams  to  transport  emi- 
grating Choctaws  and  their  baggage  from  Ecor  de  Fabre  to  Kiamichi  last 
winter,  and  employed  by  Mr.  Cross  and  others,  agents  charged  with  the 
movements  of  these  emigrants  by  the  superintendent  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  having  obtained  some  information  in  relation  thereto,  I have 
deemed  it  proper  to  make  a statement  of  the  same,  that  instructions  may  be 
given  to  those  vvho  have  incurred  the  debts,  if  they  have  not  already  called 
for  the  means,  to  have  them  settled  and  closed  ns  early  as  practicable:  for, 
remaining  in  the  condition  they  now  are  in,  great  injury  will  result  to  our 
further  operations  in  that  section  of  the  Territory;  and,  of  this,  it  is  in  that 
section  of  it  in  which  much  dependance  is  involved. 

The  sum  involved  is  large,  and  from  the  abstracts,  and  the  copy  of  one 
of  the  contracts  which  I have  been  put  in  possession  of,  and  which  are 
herewith,  it  will  be  perceived  that  enormous  prices  were  engaged  to  be  paid 
for  the  use  of  those  teams;  not  only  this,  but  the  large  number  that  were 
employed  to  move  the  party;  for,  to  this  list  may  be  added  upwards  of  forty 
wagons  and  teams  which  belonged  to  the  Choctaws,  together  with  the  great 
length  of  time  they  were  under  pay,  say  forty  days,  occupying  more  time 
than  the  teams  that  were  employed  to  convey  the  emigrants  from  this  place 
to  the  same  section  of  country,  nearly  twice  the  distancein  miles;  and  more 
than  that  in  lime,  calculating  the  detention  incident  to  crossing  several 
large  streams  on  rafts,  and  otherwise,  as  the  Washita,  the  Cato,  and  Little 
Missouri,  had  to  be  at  the  time  the  emigrants  from  this  place  crossed  them. 
Whereas  the  party  conveyed  from  Ecor  de  Fabre  by  those  teams  were  be- 
yond those  streams,  and  consequently  no  detention  arising  from  that  source 
could  interpose  to  increase  the  number  of  days  of  employment.  This  is  com- 
parative; and,  by  a further  view,  it  will  be  found  that  the  teams  employed  to 
convey  the  emigrants  from  this  place  to  the  Kiamichi,  the  trip  to  average 
cost,  say  ^150  each,  while  those  from  the  same  place  cost,  to  average,  say 
g250  each  team. 

Nos.  1 and  2,  filed  herewith,  are  the  copies  of  contracts  which  have  been 
furnished  me  as  evidence  of  the  claims,  and  to  me  they  exhibit  a very  sin- 
gular  transaction.  No.  1 shows  the  authority  under  which  the  teams  were 
employed,  the  person  deputed  to  transact  the  business,  and  the  prices,  and 
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stipulations  set  forth;  and,  from  what  I can  learn  and  judge  from  paper  No. 
2,  such  was  not  intended  for  the  public  eye — a private  affair  between  Belding 
and  the  owners  of  teams,  the  object  of  which  cannot  be  mistaken,  for,  by 
comparing  the  two  instruments,  the  great  prices  offered  for  the  teams  is  at 
once  developed.  Belding  engages  the  teams  for  the  Government,  and  agrees 
for  and  on  behalf  of  Government  to  pay  $7  per  day  for  their  services:  at 
the  same  time  he  makes  a private  contract  with  the  owners  of  the  teams 
to  furnish  them  with  corn  while  under  employ  at  ^52  per  bushel,  stipulating 
the  quantity  they  shall  receive  per  day;  Hence,  for  a six  ox-team  he  would 
get  $3,  which  at  the  most,  calculating  the  average  price  the  journey 
through  it,  would  not  cost  over  per  bushel,  including  all  charges,  and  a 
handsome  profit  at  that.  Here,  then,  we  see  that  50  is  pocketed  per  day 
for  a six-ox  team:  so  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  team  for  every  team 
employed;  and  as  the  employment  will  average  about  40  days,  and  the  ave- 
rage profit  for  furnishing  the  teams,  each,  being  about  S50,  we  at  once  see 
the  design  of  pocketing  upwards  of  $2,000  in  this  transaction:  and,  to  pro- 
duce that  result,  may  we  not  suppose  that  this  money-making  scheme  had  its 
influence  in  delaying  the  movements  of  the  emigrants  from  Ecor  de  Fabre, 
and  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  where  corn  could  be  had  for  50  cents  the 
bushel?  I doubt  very  much  if  agents  conducting  the  emigrants  had  any 
suspicion  of  these  insiduous  transactions  at  the  time  the  teams  were  en- 
gaged. 

It  is  necessary  here"  to  state  that  this  party  of  emigrants  were  sent  through 
the  country  wholly  independent  of  me;  and,  to  show  that  such  was  not  the 
result  of  accident,  I herewith  accompany  this  communication  with  copies 
of  several  documents  in  evidence  thereof,  as  well  as  that  the  authors  and 
conductors  of  this  movement  may  receive  the  credit,  and  cancel  the  results, 
connected  therewith. 

Paper  marked  A,  letter  from  Colonel  Gaines,  shows  his  agency  in  caus- 
ing Colonel  Rector,  special  agent,  to  abandon  and  to  take  a different  route 
from  that  which  had  been  assigned  to  him  by  ^he  superintendent  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  his  (Rector’s)  agreeing  thereto:  (it  may  be  proper  here  to 
state  that  Rector  was  instructed  to  take  charge  of,  and  conduct,  the  emigrants 
that  should  take  the  Lake  Providence  and  Ecor  de  Fabre  route  to  their 
new  country,)  the  latter  also  declares  that  the  arrangements  made  relieves 
you  (me)  from  any  difficulty  as  to  the  procuring  transportation  or  subsis- 
tence. From  this  date  I received  no  further  official  information  in  relation 
to  these  movements  until  the  13th  February,  1S32.  Prior,  however,  to  that 
date,  on  the  22d  of  January,  having  been  informed  that  the  conductors  of 
the  party  were  in  great  want  of  funds;  that  they  had  declared  to  the  people 
of  whom  they  had  contracted  debts,  that  I was  to  furnish  the  funds  to  pay 
them;  and  that  they  had  clamored  invidiously  in  consequence  of  not  receiv- 
ing any;  I wrote  them  on  the  subject — see  paper  marked  B,  and  which  was 
answered  by  forwarding  papers  marked  C and  D,  with  the  certificates  ap- 
pended thereto,  and  which  was  received  at  the  date  above  noted,  13th  Feb- 
ruary, all  which  is  evidence  that  I was  not  known,  or  not  to  be  known,  in 
any  manner  in  that  movement.  Previous,  however,  to  my  receiving  the 
documents  marked  C and  D,  I had  instructed  Lieutenant  Ryan,  who  was 
then  in  the  new  Choctaw  country,  lo  give  to  that  party  such  aid  with 
funds  as  his  ability  would  permit,  and  he  applied  between  ^^2,000  and  ^3,000 
to  the  payment  of  the  teams  belonging  to  the  Choctaws  that  had  been  em- 
ployed in  their  removal.  Of  this  my  first  quarter’s  accounts,  present  year, 
will  show. 
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Paper  marked  B will  explain  the  certificates  appended  to  the  appoint- 
ments of  Summerville  and  Everitt,  C and  D.  This  is  a transaction  that 
will  serve  to  develope  the  facts  of  what  I stated  in  my  communication  of  the 
30th  May  last  on  the  subject  of  co-operation,  and  also  the  waste  and  extra- 
vagance connected  therewith.  However  this  may  be,  I feel  solicitous  that  it 
should  be  settled,  but  I must  here  protest  against  having  any  thing  to  do 
with  it  myself,  other  than  that  of  directing  those  agents,  who  are  promi- 
nently known  in  the  transactions,  to  settle  the  same,  that  is,  I cannot  con- 
sent to  connect  the  settlement  thereof  with  any  transactions  of  mine. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U, 
Superintendent  removal  of  Indians, 

To  Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,,  Washington^  D,  C. 


Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Philadelphia,  July  24,  1832, 

Sir:  I have  received  and  forwarded  the  rifles  for  the  Indian  Department, 
as  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant.  The  blankets  have  not  come 
to  hand  yet,  but  as  soon  as  they  do  they  Shall  also  be  forwarded. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  BENDER, 

Major  and  Quartermaster  U,  S.  JL, 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washington,  City, 

Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Philadelphia,  August  8,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  30th  of  July  was  yesterday  received;  and,  as  Major 
Bender  has  not  yet  returned  from  his  visit  to  the  Delaware  Breakwater,  I 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  forward  you  the  copies  of  the  letter  to  Messrs. 
Suj^dam,  Jackson  & Co.  on  the  subject  of  the  damage  of  the  blankets,  and 
their  answer.  The  writer  attended  to  receiving  an(l  shipping  the  blankets. 
The  damage  was  evidently  occasioned  by  the  rubbing  of  a wheel  against  the 
bale.  The  statement  in  the  letter  to  Messrs.  Suydam,  Jackson  & Co.  was  care- 
fully made  up  for  their  decision, and  the  damage  could  readily  be  ascertained, if 
the  numbers  of  the  bales  had  been  taken,  which,  unfortunately,  was  omitted 
in  the  great  haste  made  to  get  them  on  board  the  ship  from  the  steamboat 
landing  in|consequence  of  the  appearance  of  a heavy  gust  coming  up.  The 
agent  of  the  line  is  held  accountable  for  the  damage,  on  the  statement  above 
made. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

[In  the  absence  of  Major  Geo.  Bender, 

Quartermaster  U.  S,  A. ,] 

WILLIAM  HARPER. 

To  Captain  James  H.  Hook, 

Acting  Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washington  City, 
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Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Philadelphia,  July  27,  1832, 

Sir:  The  twelve  bales  of  blankets  for  Choctaw  Agency  West  arrived  ye:s- 
terday,  and  were  turned  over  to  me  by  General  Irvine,  Commissary  General 
of  Purchases:  upon  examination,  I found  they  had  received  some  damage  in 
the  transportation,  viz.,  one  bale  rubbed  on  one  side  through  two  thick- 
nesses of  the  enveloping  blankets,  and  one  thickness  on  the  other  side.  Two 
other  bales  were  rubbed  in  one  place,  each  through  one  thickness. 

Mr.  Hill,  one  of  the  propietors  of  the  line,  has  seen  the  bales,  and  was 
willing  to  make  good  the  damage.  But,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  1 could  not  make  any  settlement,  not  knowing  the  value  of  the  article, 
nor  w^hether  the  United  States  receive  the  blankets  here  or  at  New  York; 
or  if  the  freight  paid  by  you,  in  advance,jis  chargeable  to  the  United  States. 

I would  suggest,  as  the  better  way,  for  you  to  have  the  damages  assessed 
on  the  above  statement,  receive  the  amount,  and  credit  it  on  your  account 
for  the  freight,  or  otherwise  hold  it  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Indian  Department. 

I am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

[In  the  absence  of  Major  Geo.  Bender, 

Quariermasier  U.  S.  Ji,,'] 

WxM.  HARPER. 

To  Messrs.  Suydam,  Jackson  & Co.,  New  York, 


New  York,  July  28,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  yesterday  is  received,  informing  us  of  three  of  the 
bales  of  blankets,  shipped  by  us  for  Choctaw  Agency  West,  having  received 
some  damage  in  the  transportation  to  Philadelphia. 

Our  contract  for  these  goods  was,  for  them  to  be  held  subject  to  the  orders 
of  General  George  Gibson,  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence.  By  his 
order  they  were  forwarded  to  Philadelphia,  and  the  freight  thereon  charged 
to  the  United  States. 

Our  invoices,  and  charges  paid  on  the  goods,  having  been  forwarded  to 
Washington  some  days  since,  we  think  it  altogether  preferable  for  you  to 
receive  the  amount  of  damage  from  the  Transportation  Line. 

To  enable  you  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  damage,  w'e  annex 
the  cost  of  the  wrapper  blankets  on  the  several  bales. 

We  are,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

SUYDAM,  JACKSON  & CO. 

To  Major  George  Bender. 

Bales  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  12,  the  wrapper  blankets  cost  ^2  50  per  pair. 

Do.  5 and  6,  ,,  ,,  3 00  do. 

Do.  7 and  8,  ,,  ,,  2 00  do. 

Do.  9 and  11,  ,,  ,,  2 75  do. 

Do.  10,  „ ,,  4 00  do. 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  19,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
dated  the  21st  ultimo,  and  herewith  cover  a statement  of  all  payments 
and  advances  made  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson  since  the  close  of  last  quar- 
ter’s account.  It  barely  gives  the  several  sums  and  dates,  as  it  would  be 
impracticable  to  do  mote  before  the  close  of  the  mail,  having  but  a few  mi- 
nutes between  the  receipt  and  the  departure  thereof. 

My  second  quarter’s  accounts  will  be  forwarded  by  next  mail,  when  the 
receipts  and  evidences  will  be  at  hand. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U.S.JJ., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washington  City, 

P.  S.  Should  more  drafts  come  to  hand  prior  to  the  getting  of  my  second 
quarter’s  accounts,  I will  accompany  the  same  by  a memoranda  thereof. 

J.  BROWN. 


Little  Rock,  A.T.,  July  24,  1832. 

SiR^  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  return  of  property,  with  ab- 
stracts of  purchases  and  receipts,  together  with  abstract  of  issues  and  expen- 
ditures for  the  second  quarter  of  current  year. 

A few  items  of  subsistence,  purchased  for  teamsters,  were  very  inadver- 
tently brought  on  to  this  return,  and  were  not  discovered  until  the  accounts 
were  nearly  made  up:  that  to  have  corrected  the  error  would  have  caused 
some  delay  in  getting  them  off. 

The  discrepancy  is  the  expenditure  of  similar  articles  on  separate  re- 
turns, as  fresh  beef  and  corn  meal,  which,  in  future,  will  appear  in  its  pro- 
per place. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

’ Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  U,  S,  Jl., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  25,  1832. 
Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  abstract  of  disbursements  on 
account  of  contingencies,  with  vouchers  for  the  second  quarter  of  1832. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S.,d., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washington  City. 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  1@>  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I transmit  the  report  of  Doctor  J.  T.  Fulton^  assistant 
agent  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  of  a journey  to  the  new 
Seneca  country,  and  his  visit  to  the  Seneca  emigrants  near  that  place;  the 
same  having  been  made  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  this  office 
under  the  date  of  the  7th  of  June,  made  in  conformity  with  the  requirements 
of  your  instructions  under  date  of  the  3d  of  May  last. 

Captain  Brish,  who  has  charge  of  the  emigrants,  promises  to  give  me  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  Senecas  early  after 
their  arrival  at  their  locations:  and  when  such  is  at  hand,  no  time  will  be  lost 
in  arrangements  to  meet  the  objects  and  necessities  set  forth. 

By  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  I expressed  the  wish  to  be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  made  with  these  people;  and  I would  further  request  that, 
should  there  have  been  any  promises  held  out  to  them  in  relation  to  what 
kind  of  provisions  should  be  furnished,  and  whether  the  quantity  differs 
from  that  allowed  the  Choctaws,  to  be  advised  thereof.  By  the  report,  it 
appears  that  these  Senecas  are  quite  specific  in  what  they  will,  and  will  not,^ 
receive. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

. J.  BROWN,  CapU  U,  S,  A., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  23,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  account  current,  with  abstract^ 
and  bills  of  purchase  of  property  for  the  second  quarter  of  1832. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U,  S,  A,,  . 
SupU  of  remH  and  subsistence  of  Indians,. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  23,  1832. 

Sir:  I transmit  herewith  abstract  of  purchases  of  provisions,  with  bills- 
for  the  second  quarter  of  1832. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  / 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  A., 

SvpH  of  rend  I and  subsistence  of  Indians, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,,  Washington  City, 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  24^  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  return  of  provisions,  with 
abstracts  of  purchases,  receipts,  and  issues,  for  the  second  quarter  of  1832* 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U S.  A., 

SupH  of  rtmH  and  subsistence  of  Indians* 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  <5*.,  Washhigton  City* 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  20,  1832. 

Sir:  In  your  communication  dated  the  18th  ultimo,  it  is  intimated  that 
Helena  will  most  probably  be  established  as  the  principal  crossing  and  land- 
ing for  the  ChoCtaivs  emigrating  to  their  new  country  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  that  the  Fort  Smith  route  will  be  the  main  route  over  which  the  emi- 
grants will  be  conveyed  to  their  new  country;  that  they  will  be  taken  from 
Memphis  and  elsewhere  by  steamboats,  and  landed  at  that  place,  &c. 

’ If  economy  of  time  or  money  is  consulted,  Helena  will  not  be  used  for  the 
object  above  intimated:  this  applies  to  all  those  emigrants  that  are  to  be  con- 
ducted through  the  country  at  the  expense  of  Government.  For  such 
as  go  on  their  own  resources,  under  the  commutation  grant,  provided  there 
was  a pass  eastward  to  the  old  Choctaw  country,  it  would  be  an  excellent  route, 
particularly  for  all  those  that  come  from  the  northern,  and  a portion  of  the 
middle  districts.  I have  taken  much  pains  to  inform  myself  in  relation  to 
the  roads,  and  the  proper  routes  to  be  used,  and,  were  it  left  to  me,  I cer- 
tainly should  never  land  a party  of  emigrants  at  Helena,  to  be  conveyed  from 
thence  by  land  to  any  point  of  the  new  country;  and,  whoever  does  do  so, 
will  most  assuredly  pretract  their  arrival  at  the  place  of  destination  some 
seven  or  eight  days;  and  should  they  happen  to  arrive  at  the  crossing  of 
White  river  when  the  water  is  high,  the  number  of  days  above  noted  might 
be  added  by  way  of  detention  in  crossing,  besides  the  expenses  incident  to 
ferriages,  and  an  unnecessary  over-land  route  of  sixty  miles,  through  a thin- 
ly settled  counti^^,  at  one  place  the  distance  of  thirty,  and  another  of  twenty 
miles,  without  a house,  over  an  unimproved  road,  as  a matter  of  course,  with 
several  bayous  and  creeks  (one  a ferry)  to  cross,  at  all  times  bad  fording  and 
often  swimming,  and  besides  some  cypresses,  and  a good  deal  of  what  is  call- 
ed post-oak  flats,  always  covered  with  water,  and  which  a few  heavily  load- 
ed teams  converts  into  an  impassable  bog:  on  all  the  routes  by  land  which 
we  are  compelled  to  use,  we  have  enough  of  the  above  description  of  road. 
Let  us  then  not  add  this  sixty  miles  of  disagreeable  road,  this  eight  days  of 
unnecessary  expense  and  delay,  as  well  as  the  destruction  of  teams  incident 
thereto,  to  say  nothing  of  the  additional  expenses  that  must  necessarily  be 
incurred.  Left  to  myself,  with  a party  of  emigrants  embarked  in  steam- 
boats at  Memphis,  or  at  any  other  point  on  the  Mississippi,  nothing  short  of 
an  alternative  would  induce  me  to  land  at  Helena;  and  if  my  information  is 
correct  in  relation  to  the  navigation  of  White  river  from  its  junction  with 
the  Mississippi  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rock  Row,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  miles  up,  the  necessity  of  landing  them  would  never  occur. 
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My  communications  dated  the  20lh  April,  24th  May,  and  2Sth  June  last^ 
the  latter  being  a report,  and  accompanied  by  copies  of  examinations  of  se- 
veral roads  of  the  Territory,  will,  it  is  believed,  explain  satisfactorily  the 
above  statement. 

It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  bad  policy  to  establish  any  one  route  to  be 
used  exclusively  for  the  emigration — and  why?  because  there  is  no  one  route 
through  the  Territory  that  can  supply  a large  emigration  with  corn.  And, 
again,  were  it  known  that  sUch  were  determined  on,  and  the  route  designa- 
ted, not  a bushel  of  corn  would  be  obtained  for  any  thing  like  a fair  price:  I 
will  not  undertake  to  say  at  what  price,  but,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  section  of  the  country,  I should  as  often  expect  to  pay  two  dollars 
and  over  per  bushel,  as  under  that  price. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U.  S. 

Stip’t  oj  TtinH  and  sub.  of  Indians, 

Gen.  Geoege  Gibson, 

C.  G.  jS'.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A*  T.,  July  25,  1832, 

Sir:  Since  the  departure  of  Lieut.  Ryan,  and  the  vacancy  occasioned 
thereby  in  this  duty,  Mr.  McK.  Ball,  one  of  the  assistant  agents  appointed 
last  fall,  has  been  appointed  to  a place  in  one  of  the  new  land  offices  made 
in  this  Territory  the  present  session  of  Congress.  Whether  Mr.  Ball  wull 
accept  this  appointment  or  not,  I cannot  now  say,  and  it  will  be  some  time 
before  I shall  hear,  as  Mr.  Ball  is  now  in  the  new  Choctaw  country  assist- 
ing Lieut.  Stephenson.  It  is  the  opinion  of  his  friends  that  he  will  accept, 
and  of  this  I probably  shall  be  advised  in  lime  to  make  the  necessary  en- 
gagements to  meet  future  operations. 

The  vacancy  of  Lieut.  Ryan  will,  I hope,  be  filled  by  detail  from  the 
army:  in  fact  it  would  be  very  acceptable  to  me  if  more  officers  from  the 
army  could  be  employed  in  this  business. 

Since  the  vacancies  above  referred  to  have  occurred,  or  supposed  to  have 
occurred,  several  applications  to  fill  them  have  been  made,  and  which  I 
have  declined  for  the  present  to  appoint,  from  the  hope  that  they  will  be 
filled  by  detail  from  the  army.  Hence  a wish  to  hear  from  you  on  this 
subject,  and  the  reasons  I have  assigned  to  the  friends  of  applicants  for  not 
holding  out  many  encouragements  is  that  of  hearing  from  you,  as  above 
referred:  but  as  some  of  them  have  slated  that  they  should  apply  to  you, 
and  which  doubtless  they  will  do,  in  as  much  as  they  have  called  for  their 
applications,  I have  deemed  it  proper  to  apprize  you,  and  to  say  that, 
whatever  may  be  the  result,  the  service  shall  not  suffer  for  the  want  of 
proper  assistance. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  V,  & A., 

SupH  remH  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 

To  Gen  George  Gilson,  ^ 

C.  G.  S.j  Washington  City. 
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Liti^le  Rock,  A.  T. , idugust  2,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  covered  abstract  of  bids  received  to  supply  beef  at 
sundry  depots  in  the  new  Choctaw  country,  under  notice  for  proposals. 

I have  the  honor  to  be> 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  U.  S,  A., 

SupH  rem^l  and  subsistence  of  Indiaiis^ 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.f  Washington  City, 


< Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  August  2,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  contracts,  with  bonds,  this 
clay  entered  into  for  the  supply  of  beef  to  emigrant  Choctaws  at  the  depots 
of  FortTovvson,  Old  Miller  court-house,  Mountain  Fork  settlement,  Horse 
Prairie,  and  near  Fort  Smith. 

These  contracts  are  intended  to  close  the  year’s  supply  to  emigrants  now 
in  the  new  country. 

The  competition  was  large,  (several  bidders  from  Missouri,)  and  their 
offers  varying  but  little,  which  is  good  evidence  that  the  beef  is  furnished 
as  reasonable  as  the  resources  of  the  country  will  admit  of. 
i have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  U,  S.  A,, 

SupH  remH  and  sicbsistence  of  Indians, 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.)  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  August  9,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion, dated  the  16th  ultimo,  accompanied  under  cover  by  several  copies  of 
regulations,  with  circular  in  relation  to  accounts  and  returns;  also,  six  other 
packages,  containing  six  copies  of  regulations  for  the  removal  of  Indians, 
and  addressed  as  follows:  one  copy  to  Lieutenants  Ryan,  Stephenson,  and 
Rains,  each;  and  one  set  to  Wh.  Rector,  Dr.  J.  T.  Fulton,  and  William 
McK.  Ball,  esquire. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U,  S.  A., 

SupH  remH  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.}  Washington  City, 
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Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Philadelphia^  Jlugust  24,  1832. 

Sir;  I have  just  returned  from  a tour  of  duty  almost  too  unwell  to  keep 
from  my  bed,  and  have  your  letter  of  21st  instant  before  me. 

It  always  gives  me  additional  pleasure  when,  in  performing  a duty,  I 
at  the  same  time  meet  the  wishes  of  a friend;  but  it  is  proper  for  me  here 
to  declare  that  I am  no  judge  of  rifles,  and  the  Government  would  be  liable 
to  be  imposed  upon  if  they  were  accepted  on  my  inspection.  If,  upon 
this  statement,  you  still  request  me  to  inspect  as  well  as  transport,  I will 
do  it,  although  my  multifarious  duties  (connected  with  the  Delaware  Break- 
water) hardly  leave  me  a moment  for  my  meals. 

Very  respectfully,  I am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  BENDER, 

Major  and  Quart er7nas ter  TJ.  S,  Ji. 

To  Major  James  K.  Hook,  Acting  C,  G,  S. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  August  10,  1832.  « 

Sir:  Your  communication  dated  the  16th  ultimo,  and  which  was  acknow- 
ledged the  9th,  (yesterday,)  informs  me  that  I have  been  appointed  a prin- 
cipal disbursing  agent  under  the  regulations  recently  established,  ^'concern- 
ing the  removal  of  the  Indians,”  and,  for  this  mark  of  confidence,  I have  to 
offer  my  warmest  thanks;  but  having  considered  all  the  bearings  and  ten- 
dencies connected  with  the  duty  as  it  is  now  arranged  for  this  station,  I 
cannot  accept  the  tender  of  that  appointrpent.  I must  therefore  request 
that  a successor  be  ordered  to  relieve  me  in  the  duties  which  now  detain 
me  here.  ‘ , 

Desirous  of  closing  my  accounts  as  early  as  possible  after  being  relieved, 
and  believing  that  such  cannot  well  and  early  be  perfected  without  my  pre- 
sence, I have  to  request  that,  so  soon  as  I shall  be  relieved,  that  I be  direct- 
ed to  proceed  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  closing  my  moneyed  and 
other  accountability  with  the  Treasury. 

This  application  is  made  to  you,  believing  that  you  will  see  the  propriety 
of  the  request,  and  cheerfully  grant,  or  urge  the  favor  to  be  granted. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

' V ery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U.  S\  A. 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.f  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  August  15,  1832. 

Sir:  I cover  herewith,  for  sanction,  account  of  Doctor  Christian  for  am- 
putating arm  and  attendance  on  an  emigrant  Choctaw;  also,  a claim  for  the 
commutation  allowance  of  ten  dollars  for  one  Victor  and  family,  or  party  of 
the  Choctaws,  who  it  appears  passed  to  their  new  country  in  April,  1831, 
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prior  to  the  commtitation  allowance  having  been  established.  All  the  evidence 
connected  with  their  removal  is  endorsed  on  the  list,  and  I desire  to  be 
informed  whether  payment,  as  claimed,  can  be  made,  and  under  the  evidence 
herewith. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U.  S.  A., 

Sup’t  rem^l  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.y  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  August  10,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  accounts  and  returns  of 
Lieutenant  G.  S.  Rains,  agent  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  at 
Fort  Smith,  for  the  2d  quarter  of  current  year;  and  I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt,  U.  S.  Sup’t  remH  and  sub.  of  Indians. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City. 


. Quartermaster’s  O^tice,  Philadelphiay  Sept.  8,  1832. 

Sir:  The  Commissary  General  of  purchases  having  this  day  notified  me 
that  he  had  had  the  rifles  referred  to  in  your  letters  to  me  of  the  21st  ulti- 
mo and  1st  instant  inspected,  I have  received  them  from  Mr.  Derringer, 
and  shipped  them  to  Captain  Shannon,  assistant  quartermaster  at  New  Or- 
leans, per  ship  Archer. 

I enclose  a bill  of  lading. 

I am  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  BENDER, 

Major  and  Quartermaster  U.  S.  %d. 

To  Major  James  H.  Hook, 

Acting  C.  G,  S.y  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  August  16,  1832. 

Sir:  I cover,  herewith,  Mr.  Ball’s  accounts  for  the  2d  quarter  of  current 
year.  These  accounts  were,  at  an  early  period  after  the  close  of  the  quarter 
for  which  they  are  due,  covered  to  me  for  examination,  and  were  returned 
to  him  for  some  correction,  which  is  the  cause  of  their  not  reaching  your 
oflice  at  an  earlier  period. 

Mr.  Ball  has  charged  for  a saddle,  bridle,  &c.,  which  I heretofore  objected 
to,  as  well  as  for  forage^and  for  horse  shoeing;  but,  as  these  accounts  are  now 
accompanied  with  several  abstracts  taken  from  instructions  made  to  Lieu- 
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tenant  Stephenson,  and  as  the  same  are  introduced  with  much  confidence 
in  support  of  those  claims,  I forward  them  without  remark,  accompanied  bj 
a copy  of  his  communication  in  relation  thereto. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt,  tJ.  a,  J],,  Sup^i  remU  and  sub,  af  Indians, 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  Washington  City, 


Fort  Towson,  Jingmt  12,  1832. 

Sir:  My  application  of  last  fall  for  the  situation  now  offered  me  per  your 
letter  of  the  10th  ultimo,  which  I received  yesterday,  was  made  under  the 
most  positive  belief  of  the  return  of  Brevet  Major  Green  to  the  command 
of  his  company.  Major  Kearney  having  been  recently  designated  as  super- 
intendent of  the  recruiting  service  at  New  York,  arranges  Brevet  Major 
Green  to  the  duties  of  major  of  the  3d  regiment;  which  situation  Major  G. 
will,  no  doubt,  hold  for  two  years  at  least.  My  continuance  in  the  com- 
V m.and  of  Brevet  Maj,or  Green’s  company  will  be  for  the  same  period.  These, 
in  addition  to  a few  other  considerations,  are  the  motives  which  now  induce 
me  to  decline  the  acceptance  of  the  appointment  you- have  had  the  goodness, 
to  tender  me.  • 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  BAINBRIDGE, 

Hirst  Lieutenant  ^d  Infantry.. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  <y.,  Washington  City, 

P.  S.  I have  this  day  apprized  William  Armstrong,  esquire,  of  my  non- 
acceptance  of  the  appointment  of  disbursing  officer  for  the  Choctaws',  in 
order  that  he  might  make  his  arrangements  accordingly. 

11.  B. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  ^lugust  22,  1832. 

Sir:  Y’our  letter  dated  the  23d  ultimo,  accompanied  by  copies  of  instruc- 
tions to  the  special  agents,  Messrs.  F.  W.  and  W.  Armstrong,  appointed  to 
superintend  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws  from  the  east  to 
the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  have  been  received:  also,  by  the  same  mail,  I 
received  six  large  packages  containing  various  kinds  of  blanks  pertaining  to 
the  duties  of  Indian  removal. 

I have  received  notice  from  the  Second  Auditor  that  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars had  been  directed  to  be  deposited  to  my  credit  in  the  Branch  United 
States’  Bank  at  New  Orleans. 

By  the  Gazette  of  this  morning,  (one  of  which  I have  forwarded  to  you,) 
you  will  perceive  that  I have  three  notices  for  proposals  to  furnish  subsis- 
tence supplies  to  the  Indians  in  the  new  country:  two  of  these  are  for  corn, 
and  is  intended  to  feed  the  present  emigrants  the  residue  of  their  term  of 
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for  such,  with  a large  flush  to  meet  casualties  that  may  occur.  (The 
beef,  to  meet  the  same  object,  has, been  contracted  for — articles  for  which 
have  been  forwarded.)  The  beef  now  under  notice  is  contemplated  for  the 
ensuing  emigration,  which  I have  calculated  at  ten  thousand;  and,  to  meet 
issues  fot;the  first  quarter  of  1833,  on  the  other  side  is  a memoranda  of  cal- 
culation, from  which  data  is  assumed  in  relation  to  this  furnishing,  which 
will  more  directly  explain  the  course  taken  to  meet  this  anticipated  want. 
The  same  course  will  be  applicable  to  corn  for  the  first  quarter  of  next  year; 
but,  as  that  article  is  near  at  hand,  there  will  be  sufficient  time  for  notices 
after  the  contracts  now  under  notice  are  let.  I do  not  know  that  any  thing 
more  can  be  done  to  meet  contingencies  for  furnishing  subsistence. 

Assistant  Agent  fi’ulton  left  this  some  days  since  to  make  arrangements 
with  the  owners  and  proprietors  of  ferries  on  the  route  from  this  to  Fort 
Smith.  I have  directed  that  two  large  and  commodious  boats  be  in  readiness 
at  all  the  ferries,  and  the  descent  to,  and  the  ascent  from,  them  to  be  made 
passable.  He  (Fulton)  is  also  directed  to  make  arrangements  for  repairing 
the  road;  the  labors  of  which  to  be  commenced  on  the  first  of  next  month. 
For  this  purpose,  some  fifteen  or  twenty  good  ax-men  will  be  engaged;  to 
which  will  be  added  a sufficiency  of  team  labor  to  accomplish  such  repairs 
as  are  indispensable  within  as  little  time,  and  at  as  little  expense,  as  possible, 
I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfullj?’. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Ctipt.  U.  S.  it^.,  ^upH  remH  an4  of  Indians, 
Tb  General  George  Gisson, 

C.  G,  S.f  Washington  City, 

Memoranda, 


Po’ands  of  beef. 

There  is  now  under  contract,  the  delivery  to  commence  on  the 

1st  October,  1832  - . - - . 1^034,000 

There  are  now  say  four  thousand  Choctaws,  to  isssue  to  which 
atone  and  one  quarter  pound  per  day,  for  October,  No* 
vember,  and  December,  ninety^wo  days,  will  consume  - 460,000 


Leaving  on  the  1st  of  January,  1833  564,000 

It  is  supposed  that  ten  thousand  Choctaws  w'ill  emigrate  the 
present  season,  and  early;  but  suppose  that  only  one- 
half  the  above  number  reach  the  new  country  prior  to 
the  1st  December  next,  then,  for  that  month,  five  thou- 
sand Choctaws,  at  one  and  a quarter  pound  per  day,  will 
consume  - - - - - 1'93,75  q 

Leaving  of  the  above  supply  on  the  1st  January,  1833  370,2  50 

Then,  from  the  1st  of  January,  add  the  whole  of  the  supposed 
new  emigration,  ten  thousand,  to  the  four  thousand  noW 
in  the  country,  and  we  have  fourteen  thousand  to  he 
subsisted  for  two  months,  January  and  February,  which, 
atone  and  one  quarter  pound  per  day,  being  fifty-nine 
days,  is  - - . . . * -1,0.32,500 


C 512] 


Pounds  of  beeftf 

Then,  for  the  month  of  March,  ten  thousand,  (the  four  thou- 
sand now  in  the  country,  as  above  noted,  will  have  been 
subsisted  the  year)thirty-one  days,  at  one  and  a quarter 
pound  per  day,  is  - - - - - 387,500 

Making  - - , 1,420,000 

From  which  deduct  the  above  amount  on  hand  the  1st  January, 

1833  370,250 


Leaving  - - - 1,049,750 

Or  say  - - - 1,050,000 


Which  will  be  required,  in  addition  to  what  is  now  under  contract,  to 
subsist  present  and  new  emigration  to  the  3ist  March,  1833. 


LrnTLE  Roce,  A.  T.,  Jlugust  30,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  dated  the  second  instant,  and,  in  answer, 
have  to  observe  that  the  ammunition  referred  to  was  temporarily  stored  at 
this  place  by  the  forwarders,  Montgomery  and  Miller.  This  was  necessary, 
as  the  navigation,  at  the  time  it  reached  this,  (27  ultimo)  would  not  admit  the 
further  ascent  of  the  transport:  since  then  some  small  rises  of  the  river  has 
taken  place,  and  a small  steamboat  has  left  for  the  upper  country^  but,  as  the 
boat  was  not  considered  a safe  one,.,!' did  not  deem  it  bfcst  to  forward  any 
part  of  the  stores  in  her,  and  particularly  as  1 was  daily  expecting  the  arri- 
val of  a keel-boat  to  convey  the  property  to  its  destination. 

The  keel-boat  is  now  taking  in  the  ammunition,  and  will  get  under  way 
this  evening;  and,  if  nothing  befal  her  progress,  will  reach  Fort  Smith  by 
the  twentieth  proximo. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  J2., 
Svpermiendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians<f 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 

P.  S.  The  small  steamboat  above  referred  to  is  aground  about  thirty 
miles  above  this. 

J.  BROWN. 


Li-Ttle  Rock,  A.  T,,-  ^dugust  29,  1832. 

SfR:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  estimate  of  funds  to  meet  ex- 
penditures in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi 
for  the  fourth  quarter  of  current  year. 

The  anticipated  expenditures  are  based  upon  such  data  as  will,  it  is  be- 
lieved, cover  any  contingency  therein  contemplated,  and  is  hoped  will  ex- 
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cced  the  sums  called  for;  but,  as  there  are  numerous  incidental  expenditures 
in  the  course  of  active  operations  that  cannot  well  be  calculated  on,  such 
surplus,  if  any,  forms  a resource,  which,  under  some  circumstances,  are.of 
the  greatest  importance. 

I have  wholly  omitted  transportation,  which  may,  and  is  expected  to  form^ 
s very  considerable  item;  but  as  yet  I have  no  data,  that  is,  under  the  new 
order  of  things. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  ^ 

Very  respectfully,  j 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U,  S.  Jl., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Sept.  5,  1832. 
Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  abstracts  of  expenditures,  on 
account  of  transportation  and  contingencies,  for  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  one  of  each  for  each  month;  and 
I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  ^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S.  A. 
Gen,  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.,  Washington^  B.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  5,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letters  dated  the  12th  ultimo  are  just  at  hand,  advising  me  of 
the  receipt  of  my  4th  and  1st  quarters^  accounts  for  1831  and  ^32,  show- 
ing the  examination  of  the  former,  and  containing  some  instructions  in  re- 
lation to  future  accountability,  connected  with  the  duties  in  which  I am 
now  engaged. 

It  has  been  my  aim  to  see  that  the  accounts  of  my  assistants  are  forwarded 
as  near  the  period  of  my  own  as  practicable,  and,  to  accomplish  such,  my 
own  for  the  last  quarter  were  considerably  delayed.  This  was  caused  by 
their,  the  agents’,  want  of  experience  in  such  accountability;  in  fact,  to  place 
their  accounts  and  returns  in  any  business-like  shape  became  a very  toil- 
some job. 

I have  often  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  agents  the  necessity  of  a strict 
regard  to  economy;  have  taken  much  pains  to  instruct  them  in  the  forms 
of  returns,  &c.,  as  well  as  a strict  adherence  of  forms  and  evidences  of  ac- 
counts; and  I am  in  hopes  that  their  next  exhibits  will  show  more  method 
in  relation  thereto  than  formerly.  All  their  official  transactions  are  reviewed 
by  me,  and  I do  not  intend  that  trifles,  however  small,  shall  be  passed  un- 
noticed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt.  U.  S.  Sup.  removal  and  sub.  of  Indians. 
Gen.  Geo,  Gibson,  C.  G.  S,y  Washington,  B.  C. 
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LiTTiiB  Rock,  A.  T,,  Ju/y  10,11832. 

Sir;  I enclose,  herewith,  application  by  Lieutenant  S.  V.  R.  Ryan/U.  S. 
artillery,  for  leave  of  absence  from  this  station  and  duty,  for  the  purpose  of 
proceeding  to  Washington,  D.  C. , there  to  report  to  the  proper  departments, 
and  then  to  make  known  his  intentions,  and  to  negotiate  the  subject  of  his 
wishes,  as  expressed  in  the  application  herewith  referred. 

The  loss  of  so  valuable  an  assistant  in  this  duty  as  Lieutenant  Ryan  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted,  and  by  me,  so  long  as  I shall  remain  in  this  service, 
often  deplored;  but  as  he  has  determined  on  leading  the  army,  and  as  his 
services  now  can  better  be  dispensed  with  than  they  can  be  some  sixty 
days  hence,  I have  deemed  it  as  well  to  grant  the  leave  of  absence  at  once, 
rather  than  to  detain  him  until  he  could  hear  from  an  application  to  be  re- 
lieved from  duty,  made  to  Washington  for  that  purpose. 

Lieutenant  Ryan  is  desired  to  communicate  any  information  in  relation, 
to  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  that  may  be  deemed  useful  to  the 
department.  I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Oapt,  U.  S.  Sup,  removal  and  sub,  of  Indians, 
Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G,  aS'.,  Washingtony  D,  C, 


Little  Rock,  10,  1832. 

Sir;  Circumstances  have  recently  transpired,  so  connected  with  my  fu- 
ture prospects,  as  to  induce  me  to  leave  the  service.  I therefore  solicit  your 
permission  to  leave  here  for  Washington  City  to  tender  my  resignation. 

Believe  me,  sir,  in  my  regrets  on  quitting  the  army,  none  are  more  pro- 
minent than  leaving  the  association  with  yourself,  in  which  I have  been  so 
fortunately  situated.  Trusting  your  future  duties  may  be  of  the  most  agree- 
able nature,  and  with  every  wish  for  your  future  welfare  and  happiness, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  R.  RYAN, 

Lieut,  U,  S.  dl.y  Agent  in  removal  and  sub,  of  Indians, 
Captain  J.  Brown, 

U.  S.  A.,  Sup.  of  the  removal  and  sub,  of  Indians, 

Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  S^pt,  20,  1832. 

Sir:  The  wants  of  this  office  at  this  time  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to 
proceed  to  New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  ready  means  to  meet 
present  demands.  1 leave  this  evening.  Assistant  Agent  Fulton  is  charged 
with  the  duties  of  this  office  during  my  absence,  and  he  has  full  instructions, 
so  far  as  those  duties  can  be  anticipated. 

I shall  make  the  journey  as  short  as  possible,  and  am  in  hopes  to  be  back 
on  or  before  the  20th  proximo. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U,  S,  A, 
Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  G,  G.  S.,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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Troy,  Lincoln  County,  Jlug.  15,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  I take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  on  the  subject  of  furnish- 
ing the  rations  for  the  Seneca  Indians  for  the  next  six  months  after  the  4th 
of  January  next,  at  which  time  my  present  contract  expires.  The  Sene- 
cas expressed  a very  great  desire  that  I should  continue  to  furnish  them 
the  balance  of  the  provisions  promised  them  by  Government,  as  they  were 
acquainted  with  me,  and  believed  me  to  be  their  friend,  and  would  do  them 
Justice,  &c.  It  would  suit  me  very  well  to  do  so,  if  I could  get  the  con- 
tract at  a saving  price.  I have  hands  and  teams  on  the  spot,  now  employed 
in  transporting  provisions  for  their  subsistence,  and  it  would  suit  me  to  con- 
tinue them  for  the  next  six  months:  although  it  is  said  by  some  that  the 
price  per  ration  that  I now  get  is  high,  yet,  under  the  various  circum- 
-stances  that  have  occurred,  and  the  rise  and  scarcity  of  provision,  I shall  not 
make  any  thing,  but  must  lose:  yet,  situated  as  I am,  I can  furnish  for 
the  next  six  months  as  cheap  as  any  other  person,  and  I am  willing  to  do  so: 
therefore,  shall  consider  it  a favor,  if  it  meets  your  approbation,  to  be  con- 
tinued at  such  liberal  prices  as  you,  (as  agent  for  Government,)  would  deem 
fair  and  equitable  for  the  furnishing  of  such  rations  at  such  a remote  post  or 
location.  And,  sir,  your  answer  to  my  request,  stating  the  price,  theqijality 
of  the  rations,  and  in  what  manner  and  where  to  be  delivered,  will  be  most 
gratefully  received  and  acknowledged  by 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  BAILEY. 

Captain  J.  Brown. 

P.  S.  The  Senecas  have  expressed  a wish  to  make  arrangements  with  me 
to  receive  half  rations,  and  in  lieu  of  the  other  half  to  receive  cows  and 
ealves.  It  appears  to  be  their  belief  that,  with  half  rations,  they  can  hunt 
and  support  themselves,  and,  as  they  have  no  stock,  it  would  be  greatly  to 
their  interest  to  make  that  arrangement.  I would  have  no  objection  to  ac- 
commodate in  that  way,  if  I would  be  justifiable  in  so  doing.  I spoke  with 
General  W.  Clark,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  at  St.  Louis,  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  approved  of  the  measure,  and  thought  it  might  be  so  arranged 
through  their  agent,  but  referred  me  to  you.  It  will  be  esteemed  by  me  as 
a particular  favor  if  you  will  give  me  your  opinion,  and  the  customs  in  such 
cases,  so  far  as  they  have  come  under  your  notice.  I shall  leave  this  for  the 
Seneca  camp  about  the  20th  of  September  next.  If  you  will  be  so  good  as 
to  address  a line  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  to  me  at  this  place,  it 
would  reach  me  before  I shall  leave  here  for  the  Indian  country,  and  it  might 
be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  me  and  the  Indians,  as  I shall  abide  your 
decision  in  this  case.  I presume  you  will  have  received  a communication 
from  Major  Brish,  formerly  the  sub*agent  for  the  Senecas,  before  you  will 
receive  this;  and  he  inform-ed  me  he  should  address  you  on  this  subject  and 
others,  &c.,  kc. 

I am,  most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  BAILEY. 


To  Captain  Jacob  Brown. 
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StrPEBINTENDEHCY  OF  INDIAN  ApFAIBS^  St»  LoUlS^ 

May  20^  1832. 

SiE*  By  a letter  of  the  1st  instant,  received  from  the  War  Department,  I 
am  requested  to  notify  you  and  the  department  of  any  contract  entered  into 
for  supplying  the  emigrating  Senecas  from  Ohio  with  provisions.  In  com- 
pliance with  which,  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  a contract  was  made  by 
Henry  C.  Brish,  the  sub-agent,  with  David  Bailey,  of  Troy,  in  this  state, 
for  supplying  said  Indians,  (being  about  four  hundred  in  number)  with  pro- 
visions for  the  first  six  months  after  their  arrival  at  their  lands.  The  agent 
is  now  on  the  way  with  the  Senecas,  and  I presume  will  hardly  reach  their 
destination  before  the  1st  or  10th  of  June.  The  contract  mentioned  wa^ 
entered  into  last  fall.  As  the  agent  has  not  been  authorized  to  renew  it,  I 
presume  he  has  not  made  any  arrangement  for  provisions  beyond  the  period 
named.  1 will  inform  you  of  the  time  of  arrival  of  the  Senecas  on  their 
land. 

With  great  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK. 

To  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  U,  S, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  September  13,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  dated  the  13th  ultimo  is  just  at  hand,  and,  in  reply,  have 
to  state  that  I have  not  been  advised  through  any  of  the  various  sources  of 
information,  other  than  from  your  letter  now  before  me,  of  the  existence  of 
any  immediate  wants:  on  the  contrary,  all  the  information  I have  received 
concur  in  stating  that  the  Senecas  are  provided  for  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year’s  supply  of  subsistence,  after  their  arrival  on  their  lands,  which  was  on 
the  4th  day  of  July  last:  hence,  at  this  date,  nearly  four  months  of  the  six 
DOW  under  contract  is  due,  and  the  supplies  are  under  regular  delivery;  at 
least  I have  not  received  any  intimations  of  a failure  on  the  part  of  the  con- 
tractor. To  meet  the  next  six  months’  supply,  commencing  5th  January, 
1833,  see  copy  of  notice  for  proposals  herewith. 

To  corroborate  the  foregoing  statement  in  relation  to  .the  Senecas  being 
supplied,  and  to  show  the  sources  of  information  on  the  subject,  and  by 
which  I have  been  governed,  I herewith  cover  copies  of  letters  from  Gene- 
ral Clark,  Mr.  Kennedy,  acting  sub*agent,  and  a Mr.  Bailey,  the  contractor; 
from  all  ivhich  it  is  evident  that  the  Senecas  are  provided  for,  and,  from  the 
two  last,  (Kennedy  and  Bailey,)  that  they  are  provided  for  by  contract  up  to 
the  5th  day  of  January  next,  1833.  Doctor  Fulton,  in  his  report  dated  the 
15th  July  last,  expressly  stated  that  the  contract  for  subsistence  had  been 
let  out  to  Colonel  Bailey,  commencing  from  the  departure  of  the  party  from 
Troy,  and  to  continue  six  months  after  the  date  of  their  arrival  upon  their 
new  lands,  to  include  their  entire  parties,  &c.  I shall  despatch  an  express 
to-morrow  for  the  new  Seneca  country,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
facts  in  relation  to  the  six  months’  contract  above  referred  to;  and  if  it  is  found 
that  it  expires  in  this  month,  (September,)  as  your  communication  states,  he 
(the  express)  will  act  as  agent  in  procuring  immediate  supplies  until  ulterior  ar- 
rangements can  be  made  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  Government:  and  I must 
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here  remark,  that,  if  any  immediate  wants  does  exist  by  reason  of  the  edn- 
Iracts  expiring  within  this  month,  or  prior  to  the  4th  day  of  January  nextj 
then  I must  appeal  from  any  censure  for  neglect  to  the  erroneous  official 
statements  made  me  in  relation  thereto. 

I send  herewith  a muster-roll  of  the  Senecas,  and  should  suppose  that  it 
contains  all  the  individuals  of  last  year’s  emigration;  and  here  permit  me  to 
observe  that  the  treaty  forwarded  me  specifies  the  mixed  bands  of  Senecas 
and  Shawnees  from  Lewiston.  The  muster-roll  designated  those  that  have 
emigrated  as  Senecas  from  Sandusky,  and,  by  comparing  the  muster-roll 
with  the  party,  I cannot  find  a single  man  that  corresponds  with  any  that 
are  affixed  to  the  treaty.  Hence,  I have  supposed  that  there  are  two  treaties, 
and  the  one  that  covers  those  of  the  mixed  bands  not  yet  emigrated  has  been 
forwarded  by  mistake. 

I have  not  as  yet  received  any  communication  from  Capt.  Brish  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Seneca  emigrants,  which,  from  his  promise,  such  was  early  look- 
ed for. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt  U,  S.  Ji.,  SupU, 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S,,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Sept»  20,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  communication  dated  the  21st  ultimo,  with  copies  of  letters  to 
Lieuts.  Stephenson  and  Rains,  has  been  received. 

I covered  on  the  2d  ultimo  contracts  for  beef,  to  be  delivered  at  all  the  is- 
suing depots  in  the  new  Choctaw  country,  which  communication,  with  con- 
tracts, doubtless  had  not  reached  your  office  on  the  21st,  the  date  of  commu- 
nication above  noted.  Those  contracts  embrace  supply  to  complete  the  full 
jrear’s  issues  to  all  the  emigrants  that  reached  their  new  country  on  or  be- 
fore the  1st  of  March  last. 

Notices  for  proposals  to  furnish  corn  are  now  before  the  public,  and  for 
quantity  calculated  to  meet  issues  corresponding  with  the  beef.  The  notice 
for  proposals  to  deliver  at  Fort  Smith  is  up  this  day.  The  one  to  furnish 
on  the  Red  river  section  has  to  the  1st  of  next  month  to  run  before  the  bids 
are  opened.  These  contracts  are  ordered  to  be  closed  at  those  places,  but  I 
fear  that  your  letters  to  the  agents  will  cause  them  to  suspend  that  duty,  f 
have  written  to  Stephenson  and  Rains  on  the  subject.  . 

In  my  communication  dated  the  22d  of  August  last,  the  above  notices  for 
proposals  to  furnish  corn  was  referred  to,  also,  the  publication  of  notice  ta 
receive  proposals  for  a supply  of  beef;  and  I mentioned  that  I had  forward- 
ed a paper  containing  those  notices,  all  which  would  show  how  far,  and  to 
what  extent,  I had  gone  in  arrangements  to  meet  the  service.  The  latter^ 
publication  for  beef,  having  two  months  yet  to  run,  has  enabled  me  to  change 
its  features,  and  to  shape  it  to  meet  the  views  of  the  department;  and  to  do  so 
without  destroying  the  first  notice,  I have  added  thereto,  and  now  call  for, 
two  sets  of  proposals,  one  to  furnish  rations,  the  other  beef  only,  A copy  of 
the  notice  is  here  with  my  communication  of  the  13th  inst,  together  with 
the  copy  of  notice  for  proposals  shows  the  course  adopted  in  relation  toi 
4he  Seneca  Indians. 
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Ik  relation  to  combinations  among  bidders,  such  cannot  bate  effect  with^ 
me.  The  course  ad  opted^  and  which  I have  pursued  for  fifteen  years^  that  of 
reseryinif  the  privilege  of  rejecting  bids  deemed  high,  cuts  up  alf  combina* 
tions.  Lieuts.  Stephenson  and  Rains  are  severally  instructed  how  to  act  iii' 
the  event  of  combinations  at  their  Post. 

Annexed  is  a statement,  as  near  as  can  be  prepared  at  this  time,  showing? 
the  condition  of  my  moneyed  transactions  up  to  this  date.  To  do  this  it  is 
proper  to  bring  up  all  known  claims^  as  well  as  estimates,  to  close  this  quari.^ 
ter.  Considerable  sums  will  be  called  for,  on  drafts,  from  Lieut*  Stephen- 
son for  beef  and  corn  now  under  delivery  to  close  this  quarter;  so,  alsoj  wilf 
claims  for  all  the  beef  delivered  at  Fort  Smith  since  the  1st  of  March  last  be 
drawn  for  within  this  month.  These  dues,  together  with  some  bills  for  sup^ 
plies  at  this  place,  transportation,  and  wages  of  teamsters,  &c.,  is  to  be  met 
out  of  the  money  now  reported. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  make  a statement,  showing  precisely  howmuch  of , 
the  twenty-seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  reported  on* 
hand  ought  to  be  deducted  from  the  third  quarter’s  estimate.  The  close 
of  this  quarter  will  afford  better  data  for  showing  a specific  statement  of  my 
moneyed  transactions. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  U.  S.  A, 
Gen,  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.,  Washington^  D.  C, 

Statement, 

To  amount  per  last  account  on  hand. 

Received  notice  of  deposite  in  Branch  United 
States’  Rank  at  New  Orleans, 

James  Pitcher’s  sales  of  horses. 

Received  notice  of  deposite  in  Branch  United 
States  at  New  Orleans  on  account  of  ap- 
propriation for  the  Seneca  Indians, 

Received  from  Wharton  Rector,  turned  over 
to  balance  account, 


July  25,  1832. 
August  19. 

20. 

September  6. 


12. 


«27,741 

41 

50,000 

00 

110 

00 

5,000 

00 

174 

43§ 

From  which  deduct — 

Advances  to  agents, 

Paymentson  account  of  transportation, 

Payments  on  account  of  contingencies,  - 


Advices  oi  drafts  for  beef  and  corn  delivered  for  the  subsist 
cnce  of  Choctaws  j - - - - - 

Doe  On  Lieut.  Stephenson’s  estimate  for  third  quarter, 

Doeon  Lieut.  Rains’s  estimate  for  third  quarter^  - 


Balance, 

Little  Rock,  September  20,  1832. 


{g83,025  84i' 

^9,304 
3,919  36|1 

2,100  861  i 

I ■■■■1  ■ i Urn  riiifciilatf  a 

1015,335  23i 

30^198  5St 
4,482  41 
1,000  00 

#51,006  18t» 
#33,019  66i. 


J.  BROWN,  Capt:  U.  S.  A. 
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Ordnance  Office,  Oct»  31, 1830. 

Sir;  I enclose  herewith  a statement  of  the  expenses  incurred  for  pur- 
chasing jack-screws,  &c.,  at  Pittsburgh,  for  the  use  of  the  Indian  service,  ia 
compliance  with  your  letter  of  the  23d  July  lasty  and  have  to  request  that  the 
amount  (two  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  twelve  cents)  may  be  trans- 
mitted to  Major  R.  L.  Baker  as  early  as  convenient. 

Respectfully,  I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  BOMFORD, 

Colonel  of  Ordnance^ 

Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G,  S, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  18,  1832. 

Sir:  In /my  last,  I apprized  you  of  my  departure  for  New  Orleans  for 
funds:  I returned  to  this  place  on  the  14th,  having  been  absent  twenty  “four 
days. 

Preparations  are  now  in  great  forwardness  to  receive  the  emigrants,  which 
are  expected  to  reach  the  landing  on  White  river  on  or  before  the  5th  prox** 
imo.  The  definite  plans  of  operation  were  handed  in  on  the  3d  instant:  very 
considerable  arrangements,  however,  had  been  made  in  anticipation  of  the 
movements  prior  to  that  date:  very  considerable  repairs  had  been  made  on 
the  road  leading  from  this  place  to  Fort  Smith,  as  well  as  some  on  the  Mem- 
phis route,  a distance  of  forty  miles  or  so.  My  absence,  during  the  latter 
part  of  September,  and  the  fore  part  of  present  month,  together  with  the  many 
calls  of  duty  just  at  this  time,  will  prevent  my  getting  off  my  third  quar- 
terns accounts  as  early  as  I could  have  wished.  They  are,  however,  in  a 
state  of  preparation,  and  shall  be  covered  as  early  as  possible. 

I hope  the  report  of  the  express' sent  to  Seneca  country  to  inquire  into 
the  condition  and  wants  of  those  Indians,  and  which  was  covered  to  you  by 
assistant  agent  Fulton  on  the  10th  instant,  is  satisfactory.  It  confirms  the 
information  previously  furnished  me,  and  on  which  my  arrangements  in 
relation  to  supplying  them  with  subsistence  had  been  made.  I have  for- 
warded funds,  by  confidential  conveyance,  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson  to 
meet  estimates  to  close  this  year,  and  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  to 
supply  Lieutenant  Rains.  The  person  sent  with  funds  to  Lieutenant  Ste- 
phenson is  directed  to  make  contracts  for  ferriages  between  this  and  the 
new*Gh0ctaw  country. 

I have  the  honor  tb  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

J.  BRGWN,  Capiam  U.  S, 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

T 0 General  G.  Gibson,^ 

C,  G,  S.yWashingtoni  D,  C. 

Fort  To wsgn,)  September  1 3,  1832^ 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  9th  July  was  duly  received  on  the  3 Ist  August:  and^ 
in  accordance  with  the  regulations  therein  contained j I herewith  enclose  my ' 
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accounts  iip  to  tho  31st  August,  and  also  a receipt  for  public  property- 
turned  over  to  Lieutenant  James  R.  Stephenson, 

Yours  of  the  14th  ultimo  has  also  been  received. 

I am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

WM.  McK.  BALL, 
Assistant  Sgent  Choctaw  removal. 
To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  8.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  25,  1832. 

Sir:  On  the  23d  instant,  I received  from  Captain  Thomas  Hunt  sicct^ 
dollars  in  bills,  the  sum  of  remittance  by  that  gentleman.  He 
left  this  to  return  yesterday. 

To-morrow  one  half  of  the  public  teams  will  leave  this  for  Rock  Row,  on 
the  White  river,  the  place  designated  for  the  landing  of  the  emigrants.  On 
Monday,  the  29th  instant,  the  residue  of  the  teams  will  depart  for  the  same 
place,  and  where  they  will  arrive  in  time  to  receive  the  first  parties  of  emi- 
grants that  reach  the  Territory. 

By  dividing  the  teams,  I have  found  it  necessary  to  employ  additional  aid 
for  the  charge  of  , them.  I have  appointed  for  that  duty  a Mr.  Georg© 
Fletcher,  who  will  receive  at  the  rate  of  fifty  dollars  per  month,  found  camp 
Jure  and  forage  for  his  horse. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  8.  Jj., 
Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  8.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  19,  1832,  • 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  abstract  of  bids,  with  con- 
tracts and  bonds  entered  into  to  supply  sundry  stands,  as  designated,  with 
subsistence  for  emigrating  Choctaws,  and  corn  and  fodder  for  teams,  and 
beef,  &c.,  for  teamsters.  These  contracts  are  in  compliance  with  requisi- 
tions made  by  the  special  agent  for  the  removal,  and  handed  in  on  the  3d 
instant.  , 

The  terms  of  these  contracts  are  reasonable,  strengthening  thereby  the 
belief  that  the  other  sections  of  these  routes,  which  close  on  the  30th  instant, 
will  be  called  for  at  reasonable  rates. 

I regret  to  see  so  much  corn  estimated  for  the  Indian  ponies;  at  least  one- 
balf  of  it  is  a waste— is  unnecessary  at  the  period  they  will  travel  through 
thif  country.  T^o  quarts  per  day  would  have  been  ample,  in  my  opinion. 
During  last  year’s  emigration,  and  at  mid-winter,  the  ponies  did  not  consume^ 
the  gallon  of  corn  per  day:  much  of  every  feed  was  left.  At  that  time,  there 
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was  little  or  no  range,  whereas,  during  the  present  emigration,  the  range 
will  be  flush. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J*  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S, 

. , Principal  Disbursing  Jigent  Choctaw  remomL 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  Washington^  D,  O.,. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  20,  1832. 

Sir:  I cover  herewith  abstract  of  bids  and  contracts,  with  bonds,  entered 
into  for  supplying  corn  at  sundry  depots  in  the  new  Choctaw  country, 
iriade  by  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  and  as  follows,  viz. 

Horse  prairie,  cost  - - ^1  37i  per  bushel. 

FortTowson,  - - 1 25 

Old  Miller  court-house,  * « 1 00 

Mountain  fork,  - - 1 25 

By  a comparison  of  the  enclosed  abstract  with  the  statement,  a wide  dif- 
ference in  the  bids  and  the  contracts  will  be  seen.  But  one  of  the  bids  (for 
Fort  Towson)  was  accepted;  the  others,  being  a combination  and  monopoly^ 
were  rejected;  after  which,  contracts  were  closed  at  very  fair  rates. 

Under  present  furnishing  in  the  new  Choctaw  country,  including  the  Ar- 
kansas depot,  the  same  does  not  cost  the  Government  over  seven  cents  the 
ration;  and  thus  far,  the  contracts  on  the  route  average  about  that  sum:  if 
either  way,  it  is  a fraction  less. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  8, 
Disbursing  ^gent  Choctaw  remomh 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

- C*  G,  8,  y Washington^  D.  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  27,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  account  current,  with  receipts 
for  advances  made  to  agents  in  the  third  quarter  of  current  year.  I hav© 
credited  Government  with  sixty  thousand  dollars  received  of  Capt.  Hunt, 
it  having  come  to  hand  prior  to  closing  my' accounts;  which  have  been  de- 
layed by  reason  of  my  absence  during  the  fore  part  of  this  month,  and  the 
press  of  duty  since  my  return  to  the  office. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

■ , ;•  ■■  - - ' ■ J.  BROWN,  CapL  U.  8, 

Principal  Duh'*g_S-g^nt  Choc* -revMVOil* 

T©  General  George  Gibson,  ^ . . • . ^ 

C,  G,  8.,  Washington  dtp*  ■ 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  21  y 1630. 

Sir:  Accompanying  this  is  an  abstract  of  disbursements  on  account  of- 
transportation,  with  vouchers,  for  the  third  quarter  of  1832. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L BROWN,  Capt  U.  S,  A,, 
Principal  DMg  Agent  Choc,  removed., 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.j  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T October  21  j 1832. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  abstract  of  disbursements  on 
account  of  contingencies,  with  vouchers,  for  the  third  quarter-  of  current 
year. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant,^ 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S.  4, 
Principal  Disb^g  Agent  Choc,  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  27,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  return  of  provisions,  with 
abstract  and  vouchers,  for  the  third  quarter  of  1832. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S.  A., 
Principal  DMg  Agent  Choc,  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S*9  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  21^  1832. 
Sir:  Herewith  I transmit  return  of  property,  with  abstract  and  vouchers^ 
for  the  third  quarter  of  1832," 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S.  A., 
Principal  Disb^g  Agent  Choc,  removed.. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.f  Washington  Ciiy. 
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Little  Rdck^  A.  T.,  November  1, 1832. 

Sir:  I-have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
dated  the  6th  ultimo.  The  funds,  thousand  dollars,  remitted  by  Capt. 
Hunt^  was  received  on  the  23d  ultimo,  and  of  which  you  were  advised  on 
the  25th  following, 

I have  endeavored  to  prepare  my  accounts  for  the  third  quarter  in  con** 
formity  to  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  explanatory  circular,  but  may  have  erred 
in  some  of  the  details,  as  some  portion  of  the  quarter  had  expired  prior  to 
receiving  the  new  system  of  accountability.  As  well  as  that^  I may  have 
erroneously  construed  certain  expenditures  not  designated,  and  have  carried 
such  to  the  wrong  abstract^  as  accounts  for  advertising,  &c.,  are  entered  on 
abstract  for  contingencies. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S. 

Principal  DMg  Jigmt  Choc,  removed^ 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.j  Washington  City. 


Little  Rocx,  A.  T.,  October  31,  1832. 
Sir  : Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  articles  of  agreements,  with  the 
bonds,  made  for  supplying  emigrant  Choctaws  at  sundry  stands  on  the  routes 
leading  to  the  Red  river  and  Arkansas  sections  of  the  new  Choctaw  country. 
These  contracts  complete  the  requisitions  made  for  that  purpose.  Also  is,  here» 
with,  abstract  of  bids,  with  the  notice  under  which  these  contracts  have  been 
made.  It  will  be  seen  in  these  articles  that  I have  reduced  the  fodder  to 
seven  pounds,  one  half  of  the  quantity  called  for  per  notice.  I have  also, 
since  forwarding  contracts  for  similar  furnishing,  (under  date  of  the  19th 
instant,)  directed  that  seven  pounds  only  be  furnished  on  those  contracts. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  8. 

Principal  Disb^g  Agent  Choc.  removaL 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  8.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  27,il832. 
Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  account  of  fund^dn  hand  on? 
account  of  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  the  Seneca  Indians  for  the  thirds 
quarter  of  1832;  and 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully^, 

YoUr  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S.  A.j 
Superintendent  disPg  Semca  Indians. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  Stf  Washington  City. 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  5, 1832. 

' Sik:  Herewith  is  covered  estimate  of  funds  to  meet  expenses  incident  t@ 
the  transportation  of  Choctaws  during  the  present  season  of  their  emigration* 
' The  average  prices  of  supplies  recently  contracted  for,  and  to  be  deliver- 
ed at  the  several  stands  on  routes  leading  to  the  new  Choctaw  country,  are 
as  follows: 


For  the  ration 

corn  per  bushel 
fodder  per  cwt. 


6^®^  cents. 

$i  on 
2 00 


I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Oapf,  U.  S, 

' DMg  Agent  Indian  removaL 


To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


, Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  2, 1832. 

‘ Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  monthly  reports  of  disburse- 
ments on  account  of  transportation  and  contingencies  for  the  removal  of 
Choctaws,  and  on  account  of  contingencies  for  the  removal  of  Senecas,  for 
the  month  of  October  current  year:  and 
I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U,  S.  A, 
Superintendent  disb^g  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T,,  November  15,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  contract,  with  bond,  made  by 
Lieutenant  Stephenson  for  the  delivery  of  corn  at  the  Horse  Prairie  settle- 
ment, new  Choctaw  country;  and 
I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J,  BROWN,  Captain  U,  8, 
Superintendent  disbursing  Indian  removaL 
To  General  George  Gibson,  , , . 

C,  G,  S,f  Washington  Oity^ 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.y  November 

Sik;  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  triplicate  contract,  with  se- 
curities, for  the  delivery  of  corn  at  Horse  prairie,  new  Choctaw  country.  ^ 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S. 
Superintendent  disbursing  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  November  10,  183S. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  contract,  with  securities,  for 
delivery  of  corn  at  the  depot  near  Fort  Smith, ^new  Choctaw  country. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  A., 
Superintendent  disbursing  Indian  removal. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  23,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  covered  articles  of  agreements  entered  into,  with  bonds, 
for  supplying  rations  to  Choctaws  in  their  new  country,  together  with  ab® 
stract  of  proposals,  and  notice  under  which  the  competition  was  received. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  contracts  specify  the  delivery  of  rations  at  all  the 
depots,  not,  however,  at  the  rates  of  bids,  (and  there  were  a good  many  of 
them:)  thosefor  the  depots  nearTowson  and  Horseprairie  were  declared  high, 
and  consequently  were  rejected;  but  I subsequently  closed  the  contracts  at 
rates  deemed  to  be  fair  prices,  both  for  Government  and  the  furnisher,  and 
which,  for  the  number  of  rations  to  be  furnished,  saves  the  Government, 
by  rejecting  the  bids,  upwards  of  six  thousand  dollars. 

The  lowest  bidder,  for  supplying  near  Fort  Smith,  refused  to  give  bonds: 
the  next  lowest,  being  but  a fraction  over  the  first,  and  in  my  opinion  suffi» 
ciently  low,  was  accepted. 

I take  this  occasion  to  say  that  I have  entered  into  contract  to  supply  the 
Senecas  for  the  balance  of  their  year  from  the  4th  day  of  January  next,  and 
at  six  and  three-quarter  cents  the  ration.  The  securities  residing  some  dis- 
tance prevents  me  from  forwarding  a copy  of  the  contract  at  this  time.  The 
competition  for  this  furnishing  (the  Senecas)  was  considerable,  and  the  re- 
sult shows  a vast  difference  between  this  and  the  supplies  contracted  for  by 
Mr.  Brish.  ^ 

I have  made  supplementary  agreements  for  the  supply  of  those  Senecas 
and  Shawnees  that  are  now  emigrating  to  that  section  of  the  country:  they 
are  to  be  fed  for  six  months  after  their  arrival,  at  seven  and  one  half  cents  the 
ration.  This  I consider  equally  low  for  their  furnishing  as  the  other  con- 
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tract,  in  as  much  as  their  position  will  be  about  twenty-five  miles  further  from 
where  supplies  must  come,  and  inland. 

Nearly  a million  of  rations  were  put  under  contract  on  the  22d  instant, 
the  day  for  opening  bids,  and  the  average  price  per  ration  is  a fraction  over 
seven  cents,  say  seven  and  one-tenth  cents.  This  is  as  cheap  subsisting 
the  Indians,  perhaps,  as  will  ever  be  made  for  the  Government. 

I have  the  honor  lo  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Captain  U,  S.  A,, 

Sxiperintendent  disbursing  Indian  removaL 

To  General  Geor&e  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  IS,  1832. 
Sir:  Your  communication  dated  the  18th  ultimo,  with  extract  of  letter 
made  to  Lieutenant  Lane,  has  been  received. 

The  requirements  therein  referred  to  shall  be  attended  to. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U,  S.  A., 
Superintendent  disbursing  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.)  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  December  2,  1832. 
Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  abstracts  of  expenditures  on 
account  of  transportation  and  contingencies  for  the  month  of  November, 
1832;  and,  that  my  cash  transactions  maybe  more  fully  seen,  I send  an  ab- 
stract of  advances  made  during  the  month  above  referred  to. 

No  payment  has  been  made  on  account  of  appropriation  for  the  removal 
of  Senecas  during  November. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

. Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S. 
Su2)erintendent  disbursing  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  iS^.j  Washington  City. 


Senate  Chamber,  Columbhs,  Ohio,  December  29,  1832. 
Sir:  Agreeable  to  a request  from  Lieutenant  Lane,  disbursing  agent  for 
the  removal  of  the  Indians  in  Ohio  west  of  the  Mississippi,  I forwarded  my 
account  for  appraising  the  personal  property  of  the  Shawnees  Indians  of 
Wapaughkonetta  and  Hog  creek,  with  duplicate  receipts  to  him  at  Indian- 
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apolis,  in  Indiana.  A skort  time,  after  General  McLene  of  Columbus,  the 
appraiser  of  property  belonging  to  the  Seneca  Indians  at  Lewistown,  received 
a letter  from  the  Lieutenant,  in  which  he  informed  him,  and  requested  the 
General  to  inform  me,  that  he  would  send  us  the  amount  of  our  accounts  in 
six  weeks  from  the  date  of  his  letter.  Six  weeks,  sir,  have  elapsed  since  that 
letter  was  written;  but  neither  of  us  have  heard  from  him.  I have  been  in- 
formed that  he  has  been  ordered  to  his  regiment, 

I should  be  glad  if  you  would  authorize  Colonel  McElvain,  Indian  agent, 
of  Columbus,  to  pay  me  upon  the  presentation  of  my  account  and  duplicate 
receipts. 

Respectfully, 

BENJAMIN  BRIGGS. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  December  20,  1832. 

Sir:  I cover,  herewith,  copy  of  a letter  from  Major  Armstrong,  agent  for 
the  Choctaws,  on  the  subject  of  funds. 

It  does  not  occur  to  me  that  your  instructions  have  at  any  time  extended 
so  far  as  to  imply  the  furnishing  as  therein  required:  nevertheless,  I do  not 
question  the  correctness  of  the  call;  but  that  such  should  have  been  made  at 
an  earlier  period  is  obvious,  at  least  sufficiently  so  for  me  to  have  made 
timely  arrangements  to  meet  it.  The  call  is  urgent,  but  must  remain  unfilled 
until  the  remittance  of  my  estimate  for  the  present  (4th)  quarter  comes  to 
hand,  and  which  I am  looking  for  by  every  mail. 

The  ^60,000  received  by  Captain  Hunt  having  been  remitted  at  the  in- 
stance of  Major  Armstrong,  the  same  is  claimed  by  that  gentleman  to  meet 
transactions  connected  with  his  operations.  An  estimate,  detailing  the  ob- 
jects for  which  it  would  be  applied,  was  subsequently  forwarded,  and  which 
was  mailed  at  this  place  on  the  5th  of  November  last. 

My  estimate  of  the  fourth  quarter  ought  now  to  be  at  hand.  The  contracts 
for  beef  (upwards  of  a million  of  pounds,)  made  on  the  2d  of  August  last, 
and  several  contracts  for  corn  made  in  the  new  Choctaw  country,  corres- 
ponding in  quantity  to  the  beef  for  ration  issues,  are  now  closing,  and  fur- 
nishers will  be  pressing  for  the  money;  which,  if  not  ready  to  meet  their 
claims  when  presented,  will  afford  them  some  grounds  of  complaint  of  the 
want  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  Government;  or,  rather,  any  delinquency 
in  this  respect  will  be  laid  to  me:  and  of  this  I have  had  some  sore  trials — 
not  however  from  any  known  delinquency  on  my  part  iii  duly  and  season- 
ably applying  for  funds.  It  is  hoped  that  the  troubles  and  difficulties  expe- 
rienced in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year,  for  the  want  of  funds,  will  not  again 
be  felt. 

The  Choctaw  agent  (Major  Armstrong,)  has  recently  referred  all  bills  for 
the  transportation  of  annuity  goods  to  this  office  for  payment:  here,  again,  is 
a call  for  funds  to  pay  claims  of  some  months’  standing.  If  this  reference 
for  the  settlement  of  transportation  is  correct,  I would  suggest  that  bills  of 
lading  for  all  forwarding  be  covered  to  this  office,  and  the  packages  be 
marked  to  the  care  of  the  agent  at  this  place;  for  it  is  here  that  much  delay 
has,  and  will  prevail,  if  there  is  not  some  one  to  attend  to  the  forwarding: 
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besides^  much  expense  by  way  of  storage,  commission,  &c.,  &c.,  will  be 
saved. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S. 
Supenntendent  disbursing  Indian  removal. 

To  General  Geobge  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.f  Washington  City. 


Choctaw  Agency,  December  13,  1832. 

Sir:  On  my  arrival  here,  I find  that  Captain  McClellan,  sub-agent,  has 
been  obliged  to  make  a number  of  contracts,  besides  some  small  purchases 
of  powder,  lead,  iron,  and  steel,  to  meet  the  demands  which  the  Indians 
rightfully  had  against  the  Government  under  the  treaty:  wagons  have  been 
employed  to  transport  the  articles  specified  in  the  treaty  to  Red  river,  in 
the  absence  of  the  public  teams  this  fall,  and  at  this  time  there  is  one  team 
on  the  road. 

The  purchases  made  here  were  before  the  articles  under  the  treaty,  sent 
us  by  the  Commissary  General’s  Department,  reached  Fort  Smith. 

The  captain  was  of  the  opinion  that  all  the  expenses  incurred  were  charge- 
able to  my  agency,  and  that  they  would  be  paid  by  me.  Knowing,  as  I do, 
that  all  the  purchases,  and  every  necessary  expense  to  carry  into  effect  the 
treaty,  must  be  paid  by  the  Commissary  General’s  Department,  it  becomes 
necessary  for  me  to  require  that  you  direct  that  the  accounts  due  here  for 
the  objects  stated  be  paid  by  Lieutenant  Rains,  and  those  that  may  be 
found  due  on  Red  river  by  Lieutenant  Stephenson.  Please  consider  this 
as  a requisition. 

I am,  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG,  S.  A.  W. 

Captain  J.  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Jigent. 

P.  S.  The  above  requisition  is  intended  to  embrace  the  funds  necessary 
for  the  gentlemen  to  purchase  cattle  to  replace  those  given  up  by  the  Choc- 
taws in  the  old  nation  for  the  emigrants  of  1831.  611  head  of  stock  cat- 

tle are  due:  200  on  Arkansas,  and  41 1 on  Red  river,  which  will  require  about 
3^1,400  for  Lieutenant  Rains,  and  ®3,288  for  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  in  ad- 
dition to  about  ^3,100  for  expenses  incurred  already  at  the  agency. 

Estimate  for  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  $3,288  00. 

««  Rains,  1,400  00  for  cattle. 

u 3,100  00  expenses  incurred. 

500  00  current  expenses. 


S8,288  00 


F.  W.  ARMSTRONG,  S.  Jl.  W. 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  December  16,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  articles  of  agreement,  with 
bonds,  entered  into  for  furnishing  the  Seneca  emigrants  at  Clark’s  prairie 
with  subsistence  for  six  months,  the  balance  of  the  year  for  which  they  are 
to  be  subsisted;  and  containing  an  additional  article  for  furnishing  the  mixed 
band  of  Senecas  and  Shawnees  with  subsistence  in  like  manner  for  six 
months  after  their  arrival  at  their  locations. 

The  cau[.e  of  delay  in  forwarding  this  contract  was  noted  in  my  commu* 
nication  dated  the  23d  of  November  last. 

Also,  herewith  is  abstract  of  bids,  with  copy  of  notice  for  proposals  under 
which  the  contract  was  made. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt  V,  S,  Jl.,  Sup^dent  disbursing  Indian  removaL 
To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  , 1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  return  of  provisions  and 
forage,  with  abstracts  and  vouchers  of  issues,  made  in  the  4th  quarter  of 
1832. 

In  making  up  this  return,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  follow  the  regu» 
lations  in  that  particular  where  it  directs  the  provision  return  to  be  filed 
with  the  bills  of  purchase.  The  impracticability  of  this  arises  from  my  having 
a large  portion  of  the  amount  of  subsistence  issued  on  hand,  as  well  as  r 
considerable  portion  of  forage:  hence  purchases  were  made  to  meet  deficit 
articles,  as  fresh  beef  to  be  delivered  in  room  of  salt  pork  or  bacon  on 
hand,  &c.  Economy  requires  that  forage  for  the  public  teams  be  purchased 
in  lots,  as  shall  be  found  in  market  from  time  to  time,  and  placed  in  depot  for 
issue  as  the  service  may  require.  Thus  explained,  though  brief,  it  is  hoped 
sufficient  to  show  the  necessity  for  deviating  from  the  course  pointed  out  by 
regulations  for  general  accountability. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt,  U,  S,  e>2.,  Principal  disb^g  agent  Indian  removaL 
To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,y  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  10,  1833. 

Sir:  By  desire  of  Major  Armstrong,  I have  made  inquiry  in  relation  to 
a quantity  of  ploughs  destined  for  Fort  Smith,  and  have  to  observe  that  I 
find  stored  at  this  place  five  hundred  ploughs,  and  destined  as  above.  They 
were  forwarded  from  the  mouth  of  White  river  by  Montgomery  and 
Miller,  16th  July  last,  or  rather  reached  this  place  at  that  date.  From  whence 
they  came  to  the  mouth,  it  is  not  known  here,  but  is  supposed  froiii  Pittsburgh . 
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Opportunities  to  forward  the  ploughs  has  occurred  since  they  have 
steadied  this  place,  but  the  person  with  whom  they  are  stored  has  no  autho- 
rity to  forward,  nor  is  it  known  who  has,  other  than  Montgomery  and 
Miller;  and  they,  if  I am  rightly  informed,  have  abandoned  the  further 
movement  of  the  property.  By  one  of  the  above  firm,  I am  informed  that 
the  ploughs  are  contracted  for,  to  be  delivered  at  Fort  Smith.  That  the 
Government  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  forwarding,  and  that  such  is  done 
at  the  expense  of  the  contractor,  and  entertaining  fears  for  the  security  of 
the  cost  and  charges  already  involved,  they  are  determined  to  let  the 
property  remain  where  it  is,  holding  it  as  security,  until  they  are  otherwise 
secured,  for  the  advances  and  charges  already  involved.  The  advances  for 
freight  from  the  mouth  of  White  river  to  this  place,  and  storeage  since 
here,  amounts  to  about  iS350.  How  much  is  to  be  added  for  the  freight  of 
them  to  the  mouth,  and  charges  there,  I know  not,  but  presume  a like  sum, 
making,  say  ^700,  for  freight  and  other  charges  to  this  place,  and  to  which 
will  be  added  about  $40  per  month  for  storeage  from  the  first  instant. 

I have  looked  at  the  ploughs;  find  them  a small  light  article,  cast  moulds, 
marked  U.  S.  on  the  beam.  Casting  mark  by  J.  Dickson,  Pittsburgh. 

It  is  about  twelve  months  since  these  ploughs  were  landed  at  the  mouth 
of  White  river:  have  been  at  this  place  about  six  months. 

I do  not  feel  myself  authorized  to  meddle  with  the  property:  by  Mont- 
gomery and  Miller’s  bill  of  lading,  the  property  is  consigned  to  Major 
Armstrong,  at  Fort  Smith. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

\ Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Ca'pt.  TJ.  S, 

Principal  Disbn^rsing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washmgton  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  16,  1833. 

Sir:  Since  my  communication  of  the  10th  instant  in  relation  to  ploughs, 
I have  made  further  inquiry,  and  find  that  the  charges  on  them  at  the 
mouth  of  White  river  is  about  $60:  the  freight  to  that  place  was  paid 
by  a house  in  Louisville.  Hence,  instead  of  the  property  being  involved 
$700  for  the  freight  and  other  charges  to  this  place,  it  stands  at  something 
over  $400,  and  is  not  held  as  security  by  Montgomery  and  Miller  for  freight 
and  charges,  as  stated  in  the  communication  above  referred  to;  nor  do  they 
consider  themselves  (the  firm)  in  any  manner  responsible  for  the  property, 
nor  for  any  delay  in  reaching  its  destination  after  the  same  had  left  their 
establishment  at  the  mouth  of  White  river.  The  property  is  held  for  freight 
and  charges  to  this  place,  from  the  mouth  of  White  river,  by  the  person  in 
whose  hands  it  is  now  stored, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S.  A., 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,S.,  Washington  City. 
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Allegheny  Arsenal,  Pa.,  February  14,  1833. 

^ Sir:  On  the  21st  September,  1831,  I shipped  to  Captain  McClellan,  at 
Port  Smith,  five  hundred  ploughs  which  were  received,  according  to  Captain 
McClellan’s  receipt  to  me,  on  the  29th  day  of  March,  1832,  and  the  freight 
upon  those  ploughs,  amounting  to  $437  50,  was  paid  by  me  to  Riddle, 
Forsyth  & Co.,  on  the  23d  of  April,  1832.  This  transaction  has  been  closed 
at  the  Auditor’s  Office. 

On  the  2d  of  May  last,  I shipped  to  Major  Armstrong,  at  Fort  Smith, 
five  hundred  ploughs,  which,  by  the  documents  that  I now  forward,  it  will 
appear  were  received  by  Montgomery  and  Miller,  at  the  mouth  of  White 
river,  in  twelve  days  after  the  shipment.  The  cause  of  the  subsequent 
delay  in  their  progress  west,  and  of  their  detention  at  Little  Rock,  is  ex- 
plained in  Captain  Brown’s  letter  to  you  on  the  10th  January  last;  and 
Messrs.  Riddle,  Forsyth  & Co.’s  letter  to  me,  of  the  13th  instant,  will 
-exhibit  to  you  their  conclusions  regarding  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Montgo- 
mery and  Miller. 

I have  not  as  yet  paid  any  freight  upon  those  ploughs;  nor  shall  I until 
after  I shall  receive  a receipt  for  their  delivery  at  Fort  Smith,  and  after 
having  submitted  the  account  to  you. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

, R.  L.  BAKER, 

Major  United  States^  Army. 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  <8,,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.T.,  January  20,  1833. 
Sir:  Herewith  is  abstract  of  contingencies,  with  vouchers  of  expenditures 
on  account  of  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  for  the  fourth  quarter  of 
1832. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  ' 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S.  ^2., 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

O,  G,  /S'.,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  20,  1833, 

Sir:  Herewith  are  several  vouchers  of  accounts  belonging  to  abstract  of 
disbursements  for  transportation  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1832. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  U.S.  A., 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  /S'.,  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  20,  1833. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  here\;vith,  abstract,  with  vouchers  m 
party  of  disbursements  for  transportation  on  account  of  appropriation  for 
the  removal  of  the  Choctaw  Indians  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1832:  and 
I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J,  BROWN,  Capt.  U,  S.  A,y 
Principal  Disbursing  Jigent  Indian  removal. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,y  Washington,  D,  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  15,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  account  current,  with  ab- 
stract and  vouchers  of  expenditures  on  account  of  appropriation  for  the  Se- 
necas from  Sandusky,  Ohio,  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1832:  and 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  ^ 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U,  S,  Jl., 
Principal  Disbursing  Jigent  Indian  removal. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.y  Washington,  D.  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  22,  1833. 
Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  returns  of  property,  with  ab- 
stracts and  vouchers  of  receipts  and  issues  for  and  during  the  fourth  quarter 
®f  1832. 

Very  respectfully, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U,  S.  ^,, 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  8,,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  20,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  account  current,  with  receipts 
for  advances  on  account  pf  Choctaw  removals,  for  the  fourth  quarter  of 
1832. 

This  statement  shows  a balance  of  ^26,123  241  on  the  31st  ultimo;  since 
then,  my  advances  and  payments  amount  to  1^15,049,  leaving  in  hand,  at 
this  date,  $11,084  00.  But  I would  remark  that  drafts  to  a much  larger 
sum,  for  the  delivery  of  corn,  beef,  &c.,  have  been  presented  for  payment, 
and  which  have  been  deferred;  reserving  those  funds  to  pay  ferriages,  team 
Mre,  &c.,  claims  which  have  occurred  during  the  late  emigration. 
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I also  cover  with  this,  requisition  made  on  this  office,  by  the  special  agpn^ 
for  the  removal  of  Choctaws,  for  wagpns  and  teams,  and  provisions  to 
sist  the  emigrants  on  their  march  from  the  west  bank  of  Mississippi  to  tl^ep^ 
mw  homes,  which  may  be  necessary  for  reference  in  the  settlement  pf  mjT, 
accounts. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U S, 

Principal  Disbursing  *Agent  Indian  removc^l. 
To  General  Gborob  Gibson, 

C,  G*  S,y  fVashingtoUy  D.  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  31,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  abstracts  of  disbursements 
made  on  account  of  subsistence,  transportation,  and  contingencies,  for  thct 
month  of  January,  current  year. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  V.  S.  Jl., 

, Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  , Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.y  Washington^  D,  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  February  6,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  a receipt  for  hard  bread  forwarded  to  Fort  Smith  the 
23d  of  December  last  to  Lieutenant  Rains,  for  issue  to  teamsters  while  em- 
ployed in  that  section  of  the  country,  and  accounted  for  on  my  return  for  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1832,  as  having  shipped,  &c, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U,  S,A., 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.y  Washington^  D.  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  15,  1833. 

Sir:  By  letter  from  Lieutenant  Lane,  dated  the  11th  ultimo,  and  received 
at  this  office  the  2Sth  of  January,  I am  informed  that  the  mixed  band  of 
Shawnees  and  Senecas,  (230,)  from  Lewiston,  Ohio,  would  reach  their 
location  on  the  14th  of  December.  At  an  early  period  after  the  new’  con- 
tracts were  made,  I advised  Mr.  Kennerly,  acting  sub-agent,  of  if, 
and  required  his  attention  to  the  issues,  as  well  as  such  other  duties  and 
instructions  connected  with  the  subsistence  of  the  emigrants  as  was  deemed 
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necessary  for  his  guide;  under  the  impression^  however,  that  his  attentions 
to  those  duties  would  be  but  temporary,  expecting  to  relieve  him  by  trans- 
ferring One  of  the  disbursing  agents  appointed  for  the  removal  of  Choctaws 
to  that  station  and  duty,  so  soon  as  one  of  them  could  be  spared  from  present 
engagements  as  conductors  of  emigrants,  w^hich  I have  looked  for  on  their 
return  to  this  place  from  the  new  Choctaw  country.  But  in  this  I am  disap- 
pointed: the  services  of  none  of  them  can,  for  the  present,  it  appears,  be 
dispensed  with.  They  go  to  Nashville. 

Lieutenant  Lane  expresses  much  anxiety  to  be  early  relieved,  and  I have 
written  to  him  to  turn  over  such  property  as  cannot  be  advantageously 
disposed  of  by  sale  to  the  acting  sub-agent,  whose  receipt  therefor 
could  be  cancelled  by  the  receipt  of  the  proper  agent  on  reaching  that 
place. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt  U,  S. 

Frincipal  Disbursing  %figent  Indian  removal. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  /S'.,  Washington^,  D,  C. 


Newark,  Ohio,  March  4,  1833. 

Sir:  I had  the  honor  to  receive  a letter  from  you,  dated  January  7th,  in 
which  you  informed  me  that  Lieutenant  Lane  had  been  ordered  on  to  Wash- 
ington to  settle  his  accounts,  a^id  that  he  was  expected  therein  a few  weeks. 
I have  not  heard  from  him  since:  you  would  confer  a favor  on  me  by  in- 
forming me  whether  he  has  yet  reached  Washington,  and  what  steps  I can 
take  to  hasten  the  payment  of  the  amount  due  me  from  the  Government  for 
appraising  Indian  property. 

My  necessities  must  be  my  apology  for  troubling  you  with  this  note. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you,  as  an  American  citizen,  on  the  prospect 
that  now  is  presented  of  an  amicable  termination  of  the  difficulties  in  South 
Carolina.  'The  position  which  that  State  assumed  was  the  cause  of  some 
concern — not  alarm — in  Ohio. 

We  are  now  in  great  spirits,  believing  that  Mr.  Clay’s  bill  has  become 
a law,  and  that  it  will  be  the  means  of  restoring  peace  and  harmony  to  the 
country. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  BRIGGS. 

To  Geo.  Gibson,  Esq.,  C.  G.  S, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Dec,  15,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter,  dated  20th  ultimo,  covering  copy  of  communications  to 
Lieutenant  Lane,  has  been  duly  received. 

Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  estimate  of  funds  to  meet  expen- 
ditures for  subsistence  furnished,  and  to  be  furnished,  the  Senecas  that  emi- 
grate from  Sandusky  for  the  year  commencing  on  the  5th  day  of  July  last. 
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and  for  the  subsistence  of  the  mixed  bands  of  Senecas  and  Shawnees  from 
Ohio,  (now  emigrating)  for  six  months,  commencing  the  1st  January  next, 
the  probable  period  when  they  will  reach  their  new  country. 

Mr.  Bailey  desires  the  sum  estimated  to  cover  his  furnishing,  under  con- 
tract made  with  Mr.  Brish,  to  be  forwarded  to  St.  Louis,  and  his  claim  trans- 
ferred to  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  at  that  place  for  settlement, 
provided  the  same  can  be  done  with  equal  convenience-to  the  department. 

I have  not  as.  yet  received  any  communication  from  Lieutenant  Lane,  or 
any  other  person  connected  with  the  emigration  of  the  Senecas  and  Shaw- 
nees: hence,  the  period  fixed  for  their  arrival  at  their  locations  as  above  re- 
ferred to,  as  well  as  their  number,  is  wholly  conjectural. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U,  S,  A., 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal.. 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington^  D,  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  February  15,  1833. 

Sir:  Claims  for  ferrying  across  the  Mississippi  sundry  Choctaws,  with 
their  horses,  stock,  &c.,  amounting  to  over  ^400,  has  recently  been  presented 
for  payment. 

Those  claims  are  unsupported  by  certificates  or  other  evidence  from  any 
authorized  agent,  and  appear  to  have  accrued  by  crossing  small  bands  of 
Choctaws  emigrating  on  their  own  resources;  and,  as  hitherto,  the  proprietors 
of  ferries  have  supposed  that  their  accounts  would  be  settled  at  this  office. 
The  crossings  have  been  made  at  Chicot  and  Helena,  and  amount  to  $450. 

I am  quite  satisfied  that  considerable  crossings  have  been  made  at  the  above 
places;  but,  as  the  privilege  to  the  Choctaws  to  emigrate  on  their  own  re- 
sources has  not  been  extended  to  them  the  present  season,  I want  instructions 
in  relation  to  paying  claims  accruing  under  such  circumstances. 

Very  respectfully, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U,  S,  A., 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington^  D,  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  February  7,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  communication  dated  the  7th  of  December  last  is  just  received, 
and  I lose  no  time  in  expressing  to  you  the  confidence  I have  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  duties  confided  to  me,  and  in  conformity  to  the  views  of  the 
departmentas  laid  down  in  the  communication  above  acknowledged. 

Slight  exceptions  from  time  to  time  may  be  found  to  have  occurred,  but 
the  general  tenor  of  those  instructions  will  be  adhered  to. 
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None  of  the  disbursing  agents  that  were  engaged  ih  hiovlng  the  Choctaip^ls' 
last  fall  are  west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  I heretofore  informed  you  : they  yret^fe' 
wdered  to  Nashville,  and,  so  far  as  I was  made  to  understand  their  future 
movements,  should  suppose  that  the  greater  portion  of  them  will  have  reach- 
ed Washington  ere  this  does. 

I would  here  remark,  that  these  disbursing  agents,  while  here,  did  not 
consider  themselves  in  any  manner  amenable  to  my  instructions:  they  were 
made  to  understand  that  the  special  agents  controlled  every  thing;  and,  as 
they  were  not  ordered  to  report  to  the  principal  disbursing  agent,  did  not  (I 
suppose)  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  recognize  the  instructions  proceeding 
from  me.  I must  therefore  request  that  those  disbursing  agents  be  made 
to  understand  that  they  are  amenable  to  the  instructions  of  the  principal 
disbursing  agent  in  every  thing  relating  to  disbursments. 

Two  of  the  assistant  agents,  Rector  and  Fulton,  are  now  here — have  re- 
ported for  duty.  One  of  them,  Fulton,  will  leave  in  a few  days  for  Fort 
Smith,  to  join  Lieutenant  Rains,  and  assist  him  in  his  duties  until  called 
for  by  the  special  agent  for  other  duties.  The  other.  Colonel  Rector,  after 
having  arranged  some  accounts  and  issues  which  he  has  been  obliged  to  make 
in  the  execution  of  his  duties,  will  be  without  employment. 

Part  VII.  of  the  new  instructions  is  now  in  full  operation.  Contracts 
for  supplying  the  emigrants  at  all  the  issuing  depots  in  the  new  Choctaw 
country,  as  well  as  for  the  Senecas,  have  been  made  on  the  principles  therein 
directed:  hence,  the  issuing  agents  have  no  responsibilities  other  than  to 
see  that  justice  is  done  to  the  emigrants;  and  in  this  they  are  specially  in- 
structed. 

This  system  of  contracts  went  into  operation — those  for  the  Senecas  on 
the  4th  of  January  last,  and  for  the  Choctaws  on  the  first  instant;  the  Go- 
vernment furnishing  the  necessary  cribs  for  the  reception  of  the  corn.  In 
addition  to  the  above,  I would  further  remark,  that,  so  far  as  I have  method- 
ized and  arranged  the  duties  deemed  to  be  under  my  superintendence,  so  far 
I find  them  tending  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  views  of  the  department; 
and,  if  not  interfered  with,  these  views,  and  in  a manner  promotive  of  the 
best  interest  of  the  Government,  shall  be  accomplished.  And  here  it  may  be 
proper  to  observe  that  the  special  agents,  and  all  that  act  in  that  capacity, 
ought  to  be  apprized  that  the  principal  disbursing  agent  is,  in  his  capacity 
as  such,  a co-ordinate  officer  in  the  duties  of  Indian  removals,  not  a junior, 
as  the  boo^i  has  it:  and  I here  renew  what  I stated  at  an  early  period,  that  I 
eould  not  consent  to  remain  here,  junior  to  any  special  agent  engaged  in  the 
Indian  removal. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  If.  S.  Jl., 
Principal  Disbursing  *ftgent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  /S'.,  Washington^  D.  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  February  21,  1833. 


Sir:  Your  communication  dated  the  16th  ultimo,  informing  me  that  twen- 
ty-five thousand  dollars  would  be  placed  to  my  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank 
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States  at  New  Od^ani^i  Louisiana)  bj»^  the  cashier  of  the  BraneSi 
Ignited  States  at  Washington)  has  bean  received)  and  for  which  I herewilii 
cbVer  ybii  my  receiptsi 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U.  S.A,, 
Principal  Dish* g Sgmt  Indian  removaL 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.y  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  March  1,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith,  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  abstracts  of  disbursements 
for  subsistence,  transportation,  and  contingencies,  made  during  the  month 
of  February,  1833,  on  account  of  appropriation  for  the  removal  and  subsis- 
tence of  the  Choctaws. 

No  disbursements  have  been  made  on  account  of  appropriations  for  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Senecas,  within  the  month  above  named. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S.  4-, 
Principal  DisVg  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington^  D.  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  February  23,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  communication  dated  the  14th  ultimo,  accompanied  hy  copies 
of  letters  of  the  15th  and  14th,  addressed  to  Lieut.  Stephenson  and  Maj.  Arm- 
strong, has  been  received;  also  your  notice  of  deposite  in  Branch  United 
States  at  New  Orleans  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  dated  the  16th  Jan- 
uary, reached  me  by  the  same  mail;  and  I take  this  occasion  to  say  that  its 
receipt  was  truly  opportune,  as,  on  this  same  day,  claim's  for  the  delivery 
of  beef  (under  contracts  of  August  last)  at  Fort  Towson  and  Horse  prairie 
were  presented  for  settlement,  amounting  to  twenty  thousand  dollars  nearly,, 
and  which  I was  enabled  to  meet  by  drafts,  very  much  to  the  satisfaction 
of  claimants,  as  well  as  to  my  relief. 

All  the  contracts  entered  into  for  the  delivery  of  beef  in  the  new  Choctaw 
country  in  August  last  have  been  filled,  and  the  delivery  of  corn  corres- 
ponding thereto  for  rations  issued  was  closed  during  last  month.  The  new 
contracts  for  the  delivery  of  complete  rations  went  into  operation  at  all  the 
depots  on  the  1st  instant,  and  will  subsist  the  emigrants  up  to  July  next, 
perhaps  August.  By  this  mode  of  furnishing,  the  burden  of  duties  in  the 
new  Choctaw  country  will  be  very  considerably  lessened,  so  that  within  the 
present  quarter  Lieutenant  Stephenson  will  have  discharged  at  least  three  of 
his  assistants.  Assistant  Agent  Fulton  having  reported  to  me  for  duty,  has 
been  ordered  to  Fort  Smith  to  assist  Lieutenant  Rains  in  his  duties  until 
called  for  by  tbe  special  agent  for  other  duties. 
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Since  the  1st  of  December  last,  the  period  when  I was  informed  that  the 
principal  emigration  for  the  season  had  passed,  arid  which  then  amounted  to 
little  over  five  thousand,  a considerable  number  have  passed  from  the  old  to 
the  new  country,  and  are  now  on  their  way  thence,  and  where  they  doubt- 
less will  arrive  on  or  before  the  close  of  March  next.  I should  think  not 
less  than  two  thousand  may  be  added  to  the  above  number,  making  the  emi- 
gration about  seven  thousand.  Of  this  number,  six  thousand  have  been  emi- 
grated by  Government:  the  last  party,  consisting  of  about  sixty  persons,  in 
charge  of  a Mr.  Lensicum,  reached  the  agency,  near  Fort  Smith,  on  the  10th 
instant;  the  other  thousand,  and  perhaps  over,  if  reports  be  true,  (say  twelve 
hundred,)  are  emigrating  on  their  own  resources,  are  in  small  bands,  making 
their  way  leisurely,  subsisting  themselves  mainly  by  hunting.  These  emi- 
grants are  mainly  from  Leflore’s  district,  and  crossed  the  Mississippi  at 
Chicot  and  Helena,  and  a ferry  some  miles  below. 

The  winter  has  been  very  favorable  for  this  kind  of  emigration.  Those 
I have  seen,  and  from  every  information  I can  get,  appear  to  make  their 
way  through  the  country  very  comfortably.  I am  inclined  to  think  that 
this  kind  of  emigration  will  be  kept  up  during  the  coming  spring  and  sum- 
mer, so  that  by  autumn  but  few  will  remain  to  require  the  aid  of  Govern- 
ment: this  is  conjectural,  at  least  in  part. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt  U.  S,  v^., 
'Principal  DisVg  ^gent  Indian  removaL 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S,y  Washington^)  D.  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  March  1,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  covered  two  contracts  entered  into  by  Lieutenant  Ste- 
phenson for  the  supply  of  corn  and  salt — the  former  at  Horse  prairie,  the 
latter  as  supply  for  all  the  depots,  to  close  issues  up  to  the  1st  February, 
1833;  at  which  lime  the  new  contracts  for  the  supply  of  full  rations  went 
into  effect,  except  at  Horse  prairie,  which  commences  on  the  1st  of  April 
next. 

Lieutenant  Stephenson  explains  the  delay  of  the  article  for  salt  not  having 
been  earlier  forwarded. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U. 

Principal  Disb’g  Hgent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington)  D,  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  February  28,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  communication  dated  the  22d  ultimo,  advising  the  additional 
shipment  of  forty-seven  boxes  of  rifles  at  Philadelphia,  for  Fort  Smith,  has 
been  received. 
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Their  forwarding  to  destination  shall  receive  due  attention. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  ' 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U,  S.  Jl, 
Principal  Disb^g  Jigcni  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  iS’. , Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  February  21,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  communication  dated  the  16th  ultimo,  informing  me  that 
iwenty-Jive  thousand  dollars  would  be  placed  to  my  credit  in  the  Branch  of 
the  United  States  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  by  the  cashier  of  the 
Branch  U nited  States  at  Washington,  has  been  received,  and  for  which  I here** 
with  cover  you  my  receipts. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  Ji., 
Principal  Disb’g  Jigent  Choctaw  removal. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 

Received,  Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  February  21,  1S33,  of  General  George 
Gibson,  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars, 
being  amount  deposited  to  my  credit  in  the  Branch  United  States’  Bank  at 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  per  letter  of  advice  dated  16th  of  January,  1833, 
for  which  sum  I am  accountable  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  the 
same  being  applicable  to  expenditures  incurred  in  the  removal  and  subsis- 
tence of  the  Choctaw  Indians. 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  A,, 

(Triplicate.)  Principal  BisVg  Sgent  Choctaw  removal. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  March  2,  1833. 

X Sir:  Mr.  A.  Kennerly,  sub-agent  for  the  Senecas,  in  their  new  coun- 
try, applies  for  compensation  for  his  services  as  issuing  agent  to  those 
emigrants:  thus  far  he  has  performed  that  duty  satisfactorily.  I have  ab- 
stracts of  his  first  month’s  issues,  which  appear  correct  and  well  arranged: 
he  issues  to  both  bands,  the  Senecas  from  Sandusky,  as  well  as  the  Senecas 
and  Shawnees  from  Lewistown.  He  considers  the  service  as  extra,  but 
makes  no  allusion  to  what  would  be  a compensation:  that  he  leaves  to  the 
department. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

J Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S. 
Principal  Disb^g  Jigent  Choctaw  removal. 

To  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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LiTTLfi  Rock,  A.  T.,  March  6,  1833. 

Sir:  In  reference  to  that  part  of  your  communication,  dated  the  26th 
January  last,  which  relates  to  the  emoluments  and  allowances  of  the  princi- 
pal disbursing  agent  engaged  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  I 
have  to  observe  that  accounts  covering  those  emoluments  and  allowances, 
for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1832,  were  filed  and  forwarded  with  the  accounts 
for  that  quarter  which  left  this  office  during  the  month  of  January  last. 

I was  uninformed  in  the  manner  of  preparing  accounts  to  cover  the  al- 
lowances: hence  I assimilated  them  as  near  as  practicable  to  other  accounta- 
bility, and  arranged  them  to  different  abstracts;  and,  although  the  accounts  are 
multiplied, yet,  when  all  told,  does  notvary  much  from  the  official  sum,  after 
deducting  what  was  paid  for  office  rent  and  fuel.  The  only  over-calculation 
I have  made  of  any  account,  is  the  sum  paid  for  my  two  rooms,  which  is 
two  dollars  per  month  for  each  room,  making  twelve  dollars  for  the  three 
months;  but  as  I have  actually  paid  the  sum  charged  for  the  use  of  my  rooms, 
I would  rather  not  disturb  that  expenditure.  The  subsistence  part  of  the 
allowance  for  servant  is  extended  as  is  usual  in  army-pay  accounts:  hence  that 
account  is  one  dollar  and  ninety  cents  over  the  stated  allowance;  but  the  wood 
for  my  rooms  falls  short  for  the  three  months.  I consumed  four  and  a quar- 
ter cords,  which,  at  three  dollars  per  cord,  is  twelve  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents,  being  five  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  less  than  the  commutation, 
which,  deducted  from  thirteen  dollars  and  ninety  cents,  the  over-charges  for 
room  rent  and  servant’s  subsistence,  leaves  eight  dollars  and  sixty -five  cents, 
not  in  my  pocket,  but  over  the  allowances. 

The  following  refers  to  the  accounts  made  to  coyer  allowances  for  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1832,  and  will  be  found  as  follows: 

— In  Mstract  of  Transportation: 

Voucher  lOS.  Commutation  for  forage,  ^96  00 

109.  Do.  for  servant,  - 40  90 


Second. — In  Abstract  of  Contingencies: 


Voucher  53.  2?  cords  wood  at  $3, 
58.  2 do.  do., 

- 

- 

6 

6 

75: 

005 

- used  in  quarters. 

55.  Room  and  office  rent, 

. 

. 

108 

00 

61.  Diff.  between  line  and 

staff  pay, 

60 

00 

64.  5|  cords  wood, 

- 

- 

17 

50 

used  in  office. 

S335 

15 

Amount  of  allowances  per  official  > 
statement,  for  three  months,  3 

•,^■273 

00 

Add  office  rent  three  months. 

36 

00 

Add  wood  for  office  three  months. 

17 

50 

326  50 


Leaving  ]^8  65  as  above  stated. 
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Subsequent  accounts  will  be  made  to  conform  to  regulations. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U,  S, 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,f  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  March  1,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  communication  dated  the  26th  ultimo,  accompanied  by  copies 
of  two  letters,  one  addressed  to  Messrs.  Byrd  and  Belding,  the  other  from 
Mr.  Cross,  and  addressed  to  your  office,  has  been  received. 

Byrd,  one  of  the  firm  interested  in  the  claims  referred  to  in  the  communi- 
cation, resides  at  this  place,  and  is  apprized  of  my  readiness  to  assist  in  the 
adjustment  of  their  claims  against  the  United  States,  which,  as  far  as  I have 
knowledge  of,  consists  of  supplying  corn  to  the  teams  that  were  employed 
in  removing  Choctaws  and  their  baggage  from  Ecor  de  Fabre  to  the  new 
Choctaw  country,  in  the  winter  of  1831-2,  and  which  is  confined  to  the  teams 
hired  by  Belding  and  Williams.  All  subsistence  furnished  emigrants,  corn 
for  their  ponies  and  teams  belonging  to  the  emigrants  that  were  employed  by 
Bie  agents,  has  been  settled,  with  the  exception  of  two  small  receipts  they 
hold  for  corn,  and  for  which  they  gave  their  due  bills  to  the  emigrants:  these 
I have  refused  to  pay  until  the  due  bills  are  cancelled,  and  returns  for  the  ex- 
penditure are  presented.  This  is  mentioned,  that,  should  the  above  firm  pre- 
sent any  claims  for  furnishing  other  than  for  corn  for  teams,  as  above  spe- 
cified, that  they  be  suspended  for  reference,  and  their  condition  reported  on 
by  me.  It  is  probable  they  will  present  you  some  very  informal  papers, 
claimed  to  be  provision  and  forage  returns,  receipts,  &c.,  copies  of  which 
are  herewith,  (see  file  marked  A.,  with  papers  numbered  from  1 to  4,)  and 
on  which  every  allowance  has  been  made  that  justice  to  the  Government 
would  authorize,  at  the  same  time  awarding  to  the  claimants  equal  justice; 
and  this  they  have  had  throughout  the  whole  of  that  settlement,  arduous  and 
intricate  as  it  was  to  find  data.  These  copies  are  very  good  specimens  of  the 
manner  the  Government  business  was  transacted  in  that  expedition:  of  this 
the  originals  will  fully  establish,  should  they  be  presented. 

Belding  may  have  a claim  for  services  as  agent,  as  he  was  made  such  by 
Mr.  Cross;  but  for  how  much  I know  not.  And  it  is  possible  that  Byrd 
and  Belding  may,  as  assignees,  hold  some  of  the  claims  for  wagon  and  team 
hire  engaged  in  that  expedition. 

The  article  of  agreement  entered  into  for  the  hire  of  teams,  and  other 
original  papers  and  memoranda  in  possession  of  the  agents  conducting  those 
emigrants,  were,  as  I have  been  informed,  delivered  to  Col.  G.  S.  Gaines,  the 
then  superintendent  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  whom' I have  written,  re- 
questing him  to  forward  them  to  this  office;  which,  when  received,  will  be 
forwarded  without  delay  to  your  office.  I have  also  written  several  persons 
in  Hempstead  county  who  have  claims  for  the  services  of  teams,  and  have 
desired  them  to  notify  other  claimants  of  their  vicinity  of  the  readiness  of 
the  department  to  adjust  their  claims,  as  well  as  the  tender  of  every  aid  and 
assistance,  through  this  office,  to  accomplish  that  object. 

Herewith  is  statement,  marked  B,  of  the  payments  made  for  services  of 
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teams  belonging  to  the  emigrants,  and  of  what  remains  due  to  the  Choctaws, 
that  is,  as  far  as  memoranda  in  my  possession  will  establish.  For  these  lat- 
ter, the  Choctaw  teams,  together  with  some  claims  for  services  as  inter- 
preters, doctors,  assistant  conductors,  &c.,  &c.,  I have  requested  Lieutenant 
Stephenson  to  arrange  and  forward  to  this  office  for  payment. 

One  of  the  certificates  for  the  services  of  wagon  and  team  employed  on  the 
Ecor  de  Fabre  route  has  been  handed  in  for  examination;  and  I have  stated, 
and  herewith  forward  the  account,  accompanied  by  the  certificate,  re- 
questing to  be  advised  if  any  thing  further  is  necessary  to  establish  the 
claim. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S. 

Principal  Disb^g  Agent  Indian  removaL 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  March  10,  1833. 

Sir:  Since  my  communication  of  the  1st  instant,  in  relation  to  the  claims 
of  Byrd  and  Belding,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  they  possibly  might  pre- 
sent, among  other  claims,  one  for  something  like  ^200,  being  an  extra  al- 
lowance proffered  them  by  Mr.  Cross  for  receiving  and  issuing,  at  Ecor  de 
Fabre,  a quantity  of  provisions  belonging  to  the  Government;  which  charge 
was  made  by  them  in  their  settlement  16th  April,  1832,  and  was  rejected 
by  me  on  that  settlement. 

This  is  the  history  of  the  claim:  Byrd  and  Belding  were  the  contractors 
to  supply  all  emigrants  with  rations  that  should  pass  to  their  new  country 
from  Vicksburg,  via  Lake  Providence,  Monroe,  Ecor  de  Fabre,  &c.,  at 
twelve  and  a half  cents  the  ration.  A large  portion  of  the  emigrants  were 
sent  from  Vicksburg  by  steam  to  Ecor  de  Fabre,  on  the  Washita;  and,  with 
them,  large  supplies  of  flour,  bacon,  &c.,  for  their  subsistence  while  on  board 
the  transports.  After  reaching  Ecor  de  Fabre,  upwards  of  eighty  barrels 
of  flour,  a large  quantity  of  bacon,  salt  pork,  &c. , equalling  about  16,000  rations 
of  the  above  supplies,  remained  unissued.  This  subsistence  was  turned  over  by 
Mr.  Cross  to  the  contractors,  (Byrd  and  Belding,)  at  its  cost  in  Vicksburg, 
to  be  issued  by  them  in  their  contract,  at  twelve  and  a half  cents*  the  ration, 
%vith  an  additional  allowance  of  one  and  a quarter  cents  on  every  pound  of 
flour  turned  over.  [See  extract  of  Mr.  Cross’s  letter  on  that  subject,  here- 
with.] I also  refer  you  to  voucher  No.  7,  filed  with  abstract  of  purchases 
of  subsistence  for  the  second  quarter  of  1832,  where  will  be  found  the  evi- 
dences of  this  transaction,  and  the  manner  of  its , settlement. 

I viewed  their  (Byrd  and  Belding’s,)  claim  for  one  and  a quarter  cents 
for  issuing  the  flour  quite  gratuitous,  and,  in  fact,  perfectly  absurd;  and,  as 
it  was  a bargain  between  them  and  Mr.  Cross,  I referred  them  to  him  for 
payment.  1 considered  the  Government  had  already  sacrificed  enough  in 
that  transaction,  and  that  the  contractors  were  sufficiently  benefitted  without 


* The  department  is  doubtless  aware  that  this  twelve  and  a half  cent  contract  was  mads 
prior  to  my  arriving'  at  this  place.  J.  BROWN, 
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any  further  allowances:  for  they  had  already  realized  upwards  of  ^700  profits 
by  receiving  those  provisions — being  the  difference  of  cost,  and  the  price  they 
received,  by  making  the  ration  issues.  All  which  ought  to  have  been  saved 
to  the  Government  by  the  agent  making  the  issues  of  those  provisions,  in- 
stead of  turning  them  over  to  the  contractors  to  issue,  as  was  the  case. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapU  U,  S.  A,, 
Principal  Disb^g  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  <S.,  Washington^  D.  C. 


[copy — EXTRACT  ENCLOSED  IN  ABOVE  LETTER.] 

Vicksburg,  Ml,  January  6, 1833. 

Sir:  On  my  first  arrival  at  Ecor  de  Fabre,  a large  supply  of  stores  were 
left  on  hand,  and,  finding  it  impracticable  to  dispose  of  them  without  a great 
sacrifice  to  the  Government,  I deemed  it  advisable  to  let  Messrs.  Byrd  and 
Belding,  contractors,  take  them  at  cost;  allowing  them,  however,  one  and 
a quarter  cents  more  on  the  ration  than  the  contract  called  for,  when  they 
were  to  furnish  one  pound  of  flour  instead  of  one  pint  of  corn,  for  all  requi- 
sitions calling  for  flour. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  CROSS, 

Special  Indian  Agent 

To  Captain  J . Brown. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  March  10,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  estimate  of  funds  for  second 
quarter  of  current  year,  detailing,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  pecuniary  situa- 
tion of  Indian  transactions  appertaining  to  the  removal  of  Choctaws  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  up  to  the  period  specified  in  the  estimate. 

This  estimate  covers  a portion  of  the  one  forwarded  5th  November  last, 
though  not,  as  then  stated,  having  in  the  interim,  with  the  means  in  posses- 
sion, so  distributed  them  as  to  subserve,  as  far  as  possible,  the  interest  of  all, 
thereby  multiplying  very  considerably  the  details  of  present  estimate. 

I have  endeavored  to  cover  the  whole  expenses  that  have  accrued  since 
the  1st  of  October  last,  as  well  as  to  cover  such  as  will  accrue  up  to  the  30th 
June  next,  and  hope,  from  the  ample  detail  therein  given,  that  the  whole 
will  be  found  satisfactorily  explained. 

I have  included  the  claims  of  sundry  Choctaws  for  their  personal  services, 
and  the  balance  that  is  due  for  the  services  of  their  teams  employed  by 
Mr.  Cross  in  the  winter  of  1831-2. 

I would  here  remark,  that  this  estimate  does  not  cover  any  surplus,  to 
meet  claims  growing  out  of  transactions  that  may  be  matured  subsequent 
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to  the  close  of  the  2d  quarter;  nor  is  there  any  funds  on  hand  to  be  deducted 
from  the  sum  total  as  it  now  stands. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  IJROWN, 

CapL  U.  S,  Principal  Dibursing  Agent  Indian  removaL 
General  Geo.  Gibson,  G,  S.,  Washington^  D,  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  March  14,  1833. 

Sib:  Herewith  is  covered  two  accounts  in  favor  of  J.  W.  Williams — one 
for  services  rendered  as  assistant  agent  in  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  emigration,  in 
January  and  February,  1832,  the  other  for  expenses  incurred  in  the  same 
employment  during  that  period.  These  accounts  I have  stated,  and  have 
accompanied  them  with  such  evidences  as  were  forwarded  to  this  office. 
Also,  two  accounts  for  services  and  expenditures,  which  I have  filed,  with 
some  remarks  thereon.  All  which  is  submitted  for  the  sanction  of  the  de- 
partment. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt,  U,  S,  A.,  Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 
Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.,  Washington^  D.  C, 


Little  Rock,  March  18,  1833. 

Sir:  I find  i1*  will  be  impracticable  to  issue  or  make  use  of  the  balance  of 
the  bacon  on  hand,  about  3,000  pounds,  as  well  assome  of  the  barrels  of  pork, 
which  has  leaked  its  brine,  and  become  a little  rusty;  the  bacon  is  too  old 
and  rancid  to  be  kept  longer.  I have  issued  out  of  it  to  parties  of  emi- 
grants passing  this,  as  well  as  to  teamsters,  as  long  as  there  is  a probability  of 
any  more  of  the  former  passing  this  the  present  spring,  and  as  long  as  any 
of  the  latter  would  use  it;  and,  believing  that  it  may  possibly  bring  some- 
thing, shall  offer  it  at  auction.  1 shall  also,  in  the  course  of  next  month, 
offer  at  auction  some  crippled  and  broken  down  horses  and  oxen. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt,  U.  S.  A.,  Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 
Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  6'.,  Washington^  D.  C.  * 


' Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  March  15,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  communications  dated  the  30th  January,  4th  and  1 1th  February, 
(one  covering  copy  of  a letter  \o  Lieutenant  Rains,  the  other  statement  of 
emoluments  allowed  disbursing  agents,)  has  just  come  to  hand;  also,  some 
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blank  muster-rolls,  abstracts,  provision  and  forage  return  books,  &c.  By 
this,  it  will  be  seen  that  these  packages  have  been  a long  time  in  reaching 
their  destination. 

In  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  30th  January,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state 
that  communications  from  conductors  of  both  of  the  bands  of  Senecas  that 
have  emigrated,  have  been  very  sparing,  at  least  with  me,  and  quite  contrary 
to  what  1 was  led  to  expect  from  them;  for,  from  your  notices  of  instruc- 
tions to  those  gentlemen  in  relation  to  that  part  of  the  duty,  I have  looked 
for  prompt  co-operation.  To  this  hour,  I have  not  been  favored  with  the 
first  scrip  of  the  pen  from  Mr.  Brish,  notwithstanding  his  numerous  pledges 
to  my  agent,  (sent  out  to  meet  him  in  June  last,)  that  he  would  make  to  me 
every  information  in  relation  to  his  charge,  so  soon  as  he  should  reach  the 
lands  on  which  the  emigrants  were  to  be  located.  But  the  troubles  and  dif- 
ficulties which  that  negligence  or  forgetfulness  caused  have  passed,  nor  have 
I any  object  in  reverting  to  them  now,  other  than  to  make  the  record  on 
the  same  page  that  details  similar  forgetfulness  on  the  part  of  Lieutenant 
Lane,  and  from  whom' I had  expected  early  and  ample  information  in  every 
thing  appertaining  to  his  charge,  thereby  enabling  me  to  act  with  assurance, 
and  with  safety  guard  the  interests,  as  well  as  accomplish  the  objects,  of  Go- 
vernment. 

The  letter  above  refers  to  Lieutenant  Lane,  and  says  that  he  (Lieutenant 
Lane,)  has  undoubtedly  taken  care  to  have  a complete  roll  of  Senecas  and 
Shawnees.  It  is  now  over  three  months  since  Lieutenant  Lane  arrived  with 
the  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  &c.  at  the  agency,  and  the  only  communication  1 
have  received  from  him  is  dated  the  11th  December  last,  a copy  of  which 
is  herewith,  and  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  but  little,  if  any,  informa- 
tion is  given  other  than  his  sprrival.  I have  written  Mr.  Kennerly,  and  di- 
jrected  him  to  furnish  the  muster-rolls  required. 

The  reference  to  the  8th  article  of  section  six  of  the  regulations  shall  be 
attended  to:  and  I may  here  observe  that,  whether  their  lands,  (the  Sene- 
cas and  Shawnees,)  are  surveyed  or  not,  I certainly  shall  not  consider  them 
on  their  way  after  the  date  of  their  arrival  in  the  country  assigned  them. 

I would  here  remark,  that  both  the  shipments  of  rifles,  (97  boxes,)  from 
Philadelphia,  under  notice,  and  destined  for  the  Choctaws,  passed  this  for 
Fort  Smith  this  day.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  ploughs  stored  at  this 
place  were  sent  up  last  month,  and  a portion  of  which,  by  this  time,  have 
reached  the  Red  river  settlements.  I have  the  promise  of  the  forwarders, 
(Montgomery  and  Miller,)  that  the  balance  of  the  ploughs  shall  be  sent  to 
Fort  Smith  without  delay. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Caft.  U,  S.  A.,,  Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 
Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Seneca  Agency,  December  11,  1832. 
Sir:  On  the  14th  inst.,  the  Lewistown  (Ohio)  Indians  will  reach  this 
plaCfe.  Their  number  is  two  hundred  and  thirty. 

I am  informed  that  you  have  contracted  for  rations,  issues  to  commence 
on  5th  proximo. 
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1 will  make  arrangements  for  feeding  them  until  then. 

I am  also  informed  that  an  officer  of  the  army  will  be  stationed  here  to 
superintend  the  issues:  he  cannot  arrive  too  soon.  I wish  to  leave  here  on 
the  18th,  and  desire  to  turn  over  some  public  property  which  cannot  be  ad- 
vantageously sold. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Lieut. y > 
Smeca 

Capt.  Jacob  Brown,  Little  Rock. 


Little  Rock,  A,  T. , March  20,  1833. 

Sir:  I cover  herewith  sundry  accounts  stated,  v^ith  evidences  of  the 
services  of  teams  employed  in  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  emigration  in  the  winter 
of  1831-2.  The  number  of  teams  embraced  in  these  accounts  is  twenty- 
one.  One  forwarded  on  the  1st  inst.  is  twenty4wo.  Of  those  engaged  in 
the  removal  above  referred  to,  claims  for  seven  more  teams  have  been  left 
at  this  office,  which  I have  suspended  for  further  evidence,  before  submit- 
ting them.  These,  together  with  one  (Yates)  settled  last  year,  covers  thirty 
oi  the  wagons  and  teams  employed  in  the  emigration  above  named. 

So  soon  as  the  evidence  required  for  those  suspended  comes  to  hand, 
they  will  be  stated  and  forwarded  in  manner  of  those  herewith. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN*,  Capt.  U.  S.  A., 

Principal  Disbursing  Sgent  Indian  removaL 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City. 


Ordnance  Oeeice,  Washington,  April  15,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  to  request  that  this  office  may  be  furnished  with  a copy  of 
that  part  of  Major  Armstrong’s  (Indian  agent’s)  report,  which  relates  to  the 
rifle  powder  forwarded  to  him  from  Pittsburgh  for  the  use  of  the  Choctaw 
Indians  last  summer.  This  powder  is  represented  to  be  of  inferior  quality, 
and  will  not  be  received  by  the  Indians.  It  is  desirable,  therefore,  that  the 
officer  who  shipped  it  should  be  in  possession  of  the  facts,  in  order  that  it 
may  be  ascertained  by  what  means  it  became  unfit  for  use. 

Respectfully,  I am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  BOM  FORD, 

Colonel  of  Ordnance, 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G.  S. 


Allegheny  Arsenal,  April  14,  1833. 
Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  inst.,  and,  agreeably  to  your 
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request,  inform  you  that  the  articles  required  to  be  shipped  to  Fort  Smith 
will  all  be  procured  and  forwarded  in  the  course  of  the  current  week. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  BAKER,  Major  U,  S,  Ji, 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  April  7,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
dated  the  11th  ult.,  informing  me  that  requisition  had  been  made  for  thede- 
posite  of  forty  thousand  dollars  to  my  credit  in  Branch  United  States^  Bank 
at  New  Orleans,  and  shall  avail  myself  pf  first  conveyance  to  that  place  to 
obtain  the  money,  and  for  which  an  opportunity  is  looked  for  in  time  to 
make  the  journey  within  present  month. 

I find  it  will  be  impracticable  to  get  off  my  first  quarter’s  accounts  until 
after  my  return  from  New  Orleans.  I shall  have  them  in  a state  of  forward- 
ness that  will  enable  me  to  cover  them  early  on  return. 

The  three  boxes  of  rifles  under  notice  of  shipment  from  Philadelphia  have 
passed  this  for  destination. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S.  A., 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removaL 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  a.  N.,  Washmgion,  D,  C. 


Allegheny  Arsenal,  April  22,  1832. 

Sir:  I enclose  an  account  current,  with  vouchers,  amounting  to  six  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents,  which  amount  1 shall 
thank  you  to  remit  to  me  during  the  present  month,  having  paid  the  ac- 
counts rendered,  by  which  means  the  articles,  generally,  have  been  procur- 
ed at  a reduced  price. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  BAKER,  Major  U.  S.  A, 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington  Cit^. 


Little  Rock,  K.  T.,  April  1,  1833^ 

Sir:  Your  letter  dated  the  25th  ult,  with  letters  and  documents  in  rela- 
tion to  the  shipment  of  ploughs,  has  been  received.  My  communication  of 
the  15th  ult,  apprized  you  that  a portion  of  the  ploughs  had  been  forwarded, 
and  that  I had  the  promise  that  the  balance  should  be  delivered  at  Fort 
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Smith  without  delay.  I shall  see  that  they  are  forwarded  to  destination,  and 
if  possible,  by  the  consignees,  Messrs.  Montgomery  and  Miller:  should  they 
fail  to  do  so,  I will  send  them  up  as  directed. 

I am  pleased  to  hear  that  one  of  the  disbursing  agents  has  been  ordered 
to  report.  The  enclosed  copies  of  correspondence  will  show  the  course  pur- 
sued by  me  in  relation  to  obtaining  the  assistance  of  one  of  those  agents  un- 
der your  instructions  of  the  18th  October  last. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U,  S, 

Principal  Disbursing  Jig&ni  Indian  rmnovaih 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  Z,  18S3. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  instructions  received  from  the  Commissary  General 
of  Subsistence,  authorizing  the  transfer  of  one  of  the  disbursing  agents  ap- 
pointed for  the  removal  of  Choctaws  to  take  charge  of  the  Semcas  in  their 
new  country,  and  in  conformity  thereto,  I hereby  apprize  you  that  you  are 
selected  for  that  duty  and  station.  You  will  call  on  the  undersigned  for  in- 
structions. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S.  A., 

Sup’t  disb^g  Indian  remomt 

To  Lieut.  Van  Horne, 

Disb’g  Agent  Choctaw  removal,  Little  Rock. 


[extract.] 

Mount  Mattox,  January ^ 1833^^ 

Sir:  My  boy  handed  me  your  letter,  and,  by  the  same  conveyance,  I re- 
ceived one  from  Lieutenant  V an  Horne.  It  appears  from  his  view  of  his  dis- 
bursements that  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  visit  Nashville  before  he 
can  close  his  accounts. 

At  the  time  we  conversed  on  the  subject  of  his  entering  upon  such  duties 
as  you  might  direct,  I did  not  think  it  material  that  he  should  go  with  the  othef 
officers  to  close  his  accounts.  One  other  view  of  the  case.  Which  I now 
take,  is  this:  He  was  ordered  to  report  to  me,  and  he  subject  to  my  or-- 
ders  in  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws.  Beyond  that  particular  service,  I do 
not  feel  myself  authorized  to  give  any  instructions.  I did  not  think  of  this 
until  a few  days  since. 

As  you  have  directed  the  Lieutenant,  from  his  letter,  to  report  for  in- 
structions, I will  thank  you  to  say  to  him  that,  in  as  much  as  it  is  necessary 
for  him  to  visit  Nashville  for  the  purpose  stated,  he  can  do  so;  and  I will 
ask,  from  General  Gibson,  what  disposition  it  is  intended  to  make  of  all  th© 
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disbursing  officers  until  they  are  again  wanting,  and  you  will  be  advised  of 
the  same. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  yours, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG,  S.  A,  W, 

To  Captain  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent  west. 


[extract.] 

Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  %lh  January y 1833. 

Sir:  I received  yours  of  the  third  ultimo,  selecting  me  to  take  charge  of 
the  Senecas  ‘‘in  pursuance,^’  as  you  say,  “ of  instructions  received  from  the 
Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  authorizing  the  transfer  of  one  of  the 
disbursing  agents  appointed  for  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws  to  take  charge 
of  the  Senecas,’’  and  directing  me  to  call  upon  you  for  instructions. 

As  I was,  at  the  time  of  receiving  this  notification,  proceeding  on  my  way 
to  Nashville,  where  I had  been  ordered  by  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  special 
agent  for  removal  of  Choctaws,  to  settle  my  accounts  for  disbursements 
west  of  the  Mississippi;  as,  in  my  opinion,  the  regulations  of  the  depart- 
ment for*the  removal  of  Indians  require  my  quarterly  abstracts  to  be  sanc- 
tioned and  countersigned  by  the  special  agent  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
(Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,)  by  whose  authority,  and  upon  whose  requisi^- 
tions,  my  disbursements  were  made;  and,  as  I have  several  matters  of  inter- 
est connected  with  my  disbursements,  the  consideration  of  which  I could 
properly  refer  only  to  him,  as  I have  been  placed  by  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral under  the  control  of  the  special  agent,  (Armstrong,)  and  have  reported 
to  him,  by  direction  of  the  Commissary  General,  to  aid  in  the  |removal 
of  Choctaws,  I submit  to  you,  sir,  whether  under  these  circumstances  I 
can  properly  be  transferred  to  take  charge  of  the  Seneca  Indians  at  the 
southwest  corner  of  Missouri:  and,  secondly,  whether  the  public  interest, 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  do  not  require  me  first  to  proceed  to  Nash- 
ville, in  obedience  to  Major  Armstrong’s  order,  to  settle  my  accounts,  and 
have  them  sanctioned  and  countersigned  by  the  proper  officer. 

With  great  respect,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VAN  HORNE,  Z2W.  ^dlnfy,y 

Disbursing  A geiit  Choctaw  removal. 

To  Captain  J.  Brown, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent  C,  R, 


♦ Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  April  i,  1833. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Rains  has  applied  for  change  of  residence  from  Fort 
Smith  to  the  agency,  a distance  of  about  twenty  miles,  and  where  his  du- 
ties now  centre;  and,  being  informed  that  a company  of  United  States’  troops 
has  arrived  at  the  fort  as  its  future  garrison,  I have  granted  the  application 
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for  the  change,  subject  to  your  approval.  In  the  interim,  Lieutenant  R.  is 
instructed  to  see  that  the  property  of  the  department  is  properly  taken  care  of. 
I have  the  honor  to  be, 

¥ery  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U,  S.  Jl., 
Principal  Disbursing  t^gent  Indian  removal* 
To  Genera!  George  Gibson, 

O.  G*  /S'.,  Washington^  D.  C* 


Washington  City,  May  IS,  1833. 

Dear  Sir:  When  we  left  Arkansas  to  visit  this  place,  it  was  deemed  im- 
portant to  have  all  the  evidence  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit  to  pro- 
duce to  you  in  regard  to  the  claims,  for  which  the  interest  of  Byrd  and 
Belding  induced  me  to  undertake  the  journey;  for  which  reasons,  I came 
by  the  way  of  Mobile,  and  through  the  southern  country,  to  see  Colonel 
Gaines,  Mn  Everitt,  and  Mr.  Sommerville,  to  obtain  ail  the  original  papers, 
if  possible.  However,  in  that  I was  disappointed.  I did  not  see  either  of  the 
gentlemen;  but  the  journey  had  the  effect  to  get  me  in  very  bad  health, 
which,  together  with  my  anxiety  to  get  back  to  my  family,  have  made  me 
determine  to  borrow  money  to  take  me  back,  and  go  from  hpe  in  the 
morning,  if  I am  able  to  ride,  and  not  await  the  decision  upon  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  for  wagon  hire  in  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  expedition.  Our 
only  interest,  or  rather  the  only  interest  of  Byrd  and  Belding  in  those 
claims,  is  for  the  corn  furnished  as  forage  to  the  teams,  except  some  of  the 
certificates  of  discharge  which  we  advanced  the  money  for;  and,  understand- 
ing that  great  objections  have  been  made  to  the  manner  in  which  the ‘agree- 
ment for  supplying  this  corn  had  been  made,  in  as  much  as  there  were  two 
contracts — one  made  by  me,  as  agent,  with  the  teamster,  by  which  the  United 
States  was  to  pay  a certain  amount  for  teams,  the  teamster  furnishing  him- 
self, and  the  other  by  Byrd  and  Belding  with  the  teamsters,  stipulating  that 
they  were  to  take  a certain  quantity  of  corn  at  a very  high  price,  and  it  has 
been  said  that  the  mode  of  contracting  was  unauthorized  and  the  profits 
inordinate.  Sir,  look  at  the  country,  the  resources,  and  the  season:  corn 
was  extremely  scarce;  the  roads  almost  impassable.  Sometimes  the  corn  was 
hauled  near  one  hundred  miles,  and  a very  great  proportion  over  fifty  miles, 
and  much  of  the  corn  purchased  cost  from  $l  2B  to  $2  per  bushel.  You 
will  also  see  by  the  contracts  that  we  were  to  receive  but  one  dollar  per 
bushel  fora  considerable  part  of  the  corn,  and  that  tlie  average  price,  (taking 
into  view  the  return  days,  during  which  the  price  of  corn  as  well  as  wages 
was  at  half  rates,)  is  only  about  $1  75,  or  rather  over  what  Captain  Brown 
allowed  Byrd  and  Belding,  on  his  own  settlement,  for  corn  furnished  at  the 
same  time,  as  he  paid' of  his  own  accord  75  per  bushel,  for  which  I 
refer  you  to  his  account  for  the  proof.  The  making  of  two  contracts,  one 
to  bind  the  owner  of  the  team  to  pay  Byrd  and^Belding  for  the  corn,  was 
intended  as  a bona  fide  transaction.  There  was  neither  mystery  nor  secret 
about  it;  it  was  known  and  approved  by  Mr.  Cross,  and  both  of  his  assistant 
agents;  and  it  was  only  resorted  to^in  order  to  save  the  contractors,  when 
supplying  the  teams,  from  a risk  of  great  loss.  The  course  was  approved  of 
by  Mr.Cross,  who  spoke  favorably  of  my  agency.  The  difference  in  price,  to 
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wltj  two  dollars  at  one  time^  and  owe  dollar  at  anotlier^  was  intended  to  ac- 
commodate the  rates  aiid  time  of  payment  by  Government  to  the  teamsters; 
it  certainly  does  not  prove  that  there  was  a profit  even  on  the  lowest  price. 
As  to  the  charge  of  speculating  on  the  Government  and  its  agents^  the  mat- 
ter of  fact  will  put  down  all  surmises^  and  prove  cooclusively  that  such  was 
not  the  case. 

Sir,  by  reference  to  the  returns,  you  will  -see  that  Captain  Brown  paid 
Byrd  and  Belding  six  and* a quarter  cents  per  ration,  and  one  dollar  per 
bushel  for  corn,  on  the  Little  Rock  route:  you  will  also  see  that  Captain 
Brown  paid  Byrd  and  Belding  twelve  and  a half  cents  per  ration,  and  ^1  75 
per  bushel  for  corn  on  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  route,  by  which  you  may  estimate 
the  differences  of  prices  at  that  time. 

Now^  sir,  although  the  ration  was  double  the  price  of  the  Little  Rock 
route,  I am  led  to  believe  the  hire  of  the  wagons  per  day,  on  the  Ecor 
de  Fabre  route,  in  the  way  they  were  employed,  was  not  more,  if  as  much, 
as  those  employed  by  Captain  Brown  himself. 

I am  accused  of  speculation.  Please  view  this  subject  correctly.  Byrd  and 
Belding  were  contractors,  had  bought  E\li  the  corn,  except  in  the  heart  of 
Hempstead;  winter  was  very  severe;  the  wagons  were  ail  in  employ,  and 
the  roads  almost  impassable:  in  this  situation,  I was  told  Captain  Brown 
acknowledged  no  contract  for  furnishing  corn  on  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  route. 
The  agents  were  drawing  largely  for  teams  and  ponies,  and  could  not  move 
without. 

Would  any  mao  'Suppose  that  I took  advantage  of  Government  by  con- 
tinuing to  supply  corn,  and  depend  upon  Captain  Brown  to  appraise  thd 
value,  when  corn  would  not  be  had  otherwise?  The  question  needs  no  answer. 
Although  I expected  $2  per  bushel,  Captain  Brown  gave  $l  75,  with  which 
I had  to  be  satisfied,  although  the  corn  might  at  that  time  have  commanded 
any  price  of  the  Government. 

Sir,  I went  through,  furnished  the  supplies,  and  rendered  as  much  assist- 
ance as  any  other  person;  and  I am  ready  to  meet  any  investigation,  and 
prove  the  transactions  as  fair  and  correct,  or,  if  failing,  to  meet  any  censure; 
and  now,  after  laying  out  of  the  money  sixteen  months,  it  still  would  be  a 
pleasure  to  receive  and  pay  my  debts.  As  to  my  course,  conduct,  and  stand- 
ing, I have  the  pleasure  to  refer  you  to  letters  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
Indian  emigration. 

I now  hope  directions  will  be  given,  after  examining  the  claims  here,  for 
their  payment  by  a Government  agent;  and  that  the  rights  of  Byrd  and 
Belding,  independently  of  the  power  of  attorney  for  sundry  claimants,  may 
be  held  inviolate  to  the  full  amount  of  the  forage  furnished  according  to 
contract,  and  the  .money  paid  directly  to  them. 

* Respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 

L.  BELDING, 

To  Gen.  Georgs  Gibson,  For  Byrd  and  Beldmg, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington^  D.  C. 

N.  B.  It  my  health  was  better,  I would  copy;  but  you  must  excuse  me, 
■as  I feel  very  unwell. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Alay  2,  1S33. 
Sir:  I have  just  returned  from  New  Orleans,  and  have  the  honor  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  communications  dated  15th,  I8tb,  and  27th  of 
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March  last — the  former  covering  copies  of  letter  to  Captain  Taylor;  the 
other  (of  the  18th)  extract  of  report  of  Messrs.  Ellsworth  and  Schermer- 
horn,  Indian  commissioners,  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  sub-agent  Kennerly, 
and  Mr.  Bailey,  contractor  for  the  Senecas,  and  am  not  a little  surprised  at  the 
disclosures  therein  contained.  The  contract  made  with  Bailey,  by  Brish, 
was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  one  that  showed  but  little  attentions  to  the  interest 
of  the  Government;  and  subsequent  contracts  confirm  the  inference;  but  did 
not  suppose,  nor  had  I any  intimations,  that  base  cheatery  was  practised.  On 
the  contrary,  and  from  every  source  I could  get  information,  every  thing 
appeared  quite  satisfactory.  I was  informed,  some  months  since,  that  the 
commissioners  refused  all  intercourse  with  the  sub-agent,  Mr.  Kennerly, 
but  the  cause  of  the  misunderstanding  was  not  known  to  me:  nevertheless 
it  gave  me  much  anxiety,  and  had  I not  expected  the  arrival  of  one  of  the 
disbursing  agents  for  that  station,  I should  have  employed  some  confiden- 
tial and  discreet  person,  and  have  relieved  Mr.  Kennerly  in  the  duties  of 
issuing  provisions.  As  it  now  is,  it  cannot  be  long  before  Mr.  Van  Horne 
will  reach  this  on  his  way  to  that  station  and  duty. 

The  subsistence  referred  to  reached  Fort  Smith  on  the  12th  ultimo,  and 
in  good  order.  I have  not  heard  from  Lieutenant  Rains  whether  the  sub- 
sistence is  wanted  at  Fort  Towson  or  not:  should  it  be,  I have  sufficient 
teams,  and  in  a condition  to  do  the  hauling  across  the  country,  and  I have 
so  informed  Mr.  Rains,  that  no  expenses  may  be  incurred.  I would  here 
remark,  that  the  stores  were  shipped,  freight  payable,  on  delivery  at  Fort 
3mith,  by  the  receiving  agent.  But  as  Lieutenant  Rains  had  no  funds,  the 
receipt  for  the  freight  was  referred  to  me.  I was  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
when  it  was  presented,  and  the  master  of  the  boat  being  much  in  want,  I 
paid  the  bill,  amounting  to  ^731  34.  The  freight,  I presume,  is  chargeable 
to  the  Quartermaster’s  Department;  but,  rather  than  the  freighter  should 
suffer  disappointment,  and,  as  represented,  be  put  to  some  inconvenience, 
I deemed  it  well  to  make  the  advance,  and  desire  to  be  informed  in  relation 
to  the  reference  of  the  account  for  settlement. 

The  balance  of  the  ploughs  (250)  stored  at  this  place  reached  Fort  Smith 
on  the  12th  ultimo;  not,  however,  without  a very  strong  remonstrance  against 
Iheir  longer  remaining  undelivered  at  destination. 

Notices  of  deposites  of  ^27,000  in  Branch  United  States  at  New  Orleans 
are  received . 

Instructions  relative  to  ferriages  shall  be  shortly  attended  to. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U.  S. 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  <S..  Washington,  D,  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  May  4,  18S^. 
Sir*.  Herewith  is  covered  property  return,  with  abstract  of  receipts,  and 
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statement  of  expenditures,  &c.,  accruing  in  the  first  quarter  current  year: 
and 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfull}^, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt  U,  S. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.y  Washington^  D.  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Ma^  3,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  transniit  return  of  subsistence,  forage, 
&c.,  with  abstract  of  receipts  and  issues,  for  the  first  quarter  of  1833. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U.  S.  A., 
Principal  Disbursing  Jigmt  Indian  removal. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Map  4,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  covered  reports  of  disbursments,  made  at  this  office  on 
account  of  subsistence,  transportation,  and  contingencies,  in  the  month  of 
April  last. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

J.  BROWN,' U.  S. 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.^  Washington^  B.  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.T.,  Map  3,  1833. 

Sir*;  I cover,  herewith,  account  current,  with  abstract  and  receipts  of  ad- 
vances, together  with  abstracts  of  disbursments  on  account  of  subsistence, 
transportation,  and  contingencies,  with  bills  of  purchases,  &c.,  &c.,  accruing 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1833,  and  due  from  this  office  early  in  April  last,  but 
have  been  delayed  to  this  date  by  reason  of  my  absence  at  New  Orleans 
for  funds.  ' 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capi,  U.  S. 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington,  D,  C, 

65 


C 512  3 


S14 


Little  Rock,  A.T.,  S,  1833. 

Siar  I cover, ' herewith,  account  current  of  cash  in  hand  on  account  of 
appropriation  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Seneca  band  of  IndianS| 
for  the  quarter  ending  the  31st  of  March,  1833i  and 
I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  tl.  S. 

Principal  Disbursing  Jlgent  Indian  removal  1 

To  General  Geokge  Gibson, 

C.  G.  Washington,  D C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  3£ay  2, 1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  covered  statement  of  payments  made  on  account  of  ex- 
penditures, not  incurred,  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  during 
the  first  quarter  of  current  year. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

' Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

^ L BROWN,  Capt,  h\  S. 

Principal  Dishiming  Jlgmt  Indian  removal* 

Gen,  Georoe  Gibson^ 

€V  G,  S.f  Washington,  D.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.T.,  May  7,  1S33, 

Sir:  The  regulations,  article  IX.,  section  4,  prohibits  the  further  purchase 
of  wagons  and  teams;  but  do  not,  I presume,  prohibit  the  present  number 
from  being  kept  up  by  repairing,  and  filling  the  places  of  unserviceable  ani- 
mals, in  the  teams,  by  purchase  of  serviceable  ones:  or  the  number  may  be 
diminished,  from  time  to  lime,  as  the  interest  of  the  Government  shall 
require. 

Last  fall  I deemed  it  necessary  to  put  the  wagons  in  repair,  and  complete 
the  teams  to  each  by  purchase.  This  was  among  the  preparations  to  meet  a 
large  emigration;  doubting,  at  that  time,  the  practicability  of  obtaining  a 
sufficient  number  in  the  Territory  to  meet  the  demand.  But  subsequent 
events  showed  that  there  was  no  lack  of  wagons  and  teams,  which,  with 
timely  notice,  a sufficient  number  can  be  had  to  meet  any  probable  demand 
for  this  service.  I would  therefore  suggest  that,  for  the  future,  no  more 
purchases  of  horses  and  oxen  be  made;  that  all  wagons  on  hand  without 
teams,  which  become  so  by  the  worn-out  and  olhermdse  unserviceable  con- 
dition of  the  animals,  be  disposed  of  at  auction;  the  crippled  animals,  also, 
as  hitherto.  In  this  way,  this  species  of  property  will  be  gradually  reduced; 
and  as  fast,  perhaps,  as  the  service  will  justify.  At  the  same  time,  by  thus 
disposing  of  them,  say  two  or  three  wagons  at  a time,  better  prices  will  be 
obtained  for  them  than  would  be  were  a larger  number  offered,  which  must 
necessarily  be  the  case  when  the  emigration  shall  have  ceased.  The  public 
wagons  and  teams,  thus  far, ^ have  done  good  service.  Without  them,  dur- 
ing the  first  year’s  movements,  great  pecuniary  loss  would  have  accrued; 
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for  then  but  few  teams  were  to  be  found  in  the  Territory.  Since  then  the 
people  have  been  preparing  themselves  to  meet  those  wants,  ami  riow  any 
number  (at  least  sufficient  to  meet  the  call  for  emigrants)  can  be  had. 

I cover,  herewith,  extract  of  letters  received  from  Lieutenant  Stephenson, 
and  if  one  of  the  disbursing  agents  can  be  placed  at  the  station  therein  nam- 
ed, it  would  no  doubt  subserve  the  interest  of  Government^  and  more  effec- 
tually aid  Lieutenant  Stephenson  in  his  very  arduous  duties. 

I should  have  forwarded  this  application  earlier,  but,  at  the  time  of  re- 
ceiving it,  I was  expecting  the  arrival  of  the  disbursing  agent,  as  indicated 
in  your  communication  dated  the  17th  December  last. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

CapU  V,  S.  A,,  Principal  Disb’g  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  6’.,  Washington  City. 


Extract  of  a letter  from  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson^  dated 
it  Fort  Towson,  (west  op  A.  T. ,)  March  25,  1833. 

**  I should  be  much  gratified  if  a responsible  agent  could  be  sent  on  to 
take  charge  of  the  two  lower  depots,  (Mountain  fork  and  Old  Miller  court- 
house.) I am  induced  to  say  this  from  the  fact  that  the  contractors  have  of 
late  made  a partial  failure  at  the  Mountain  fork;  and,  from  the  difficulty  of 
supplying  that  depot  with  corn,  I am  fearful  further  failures  are  to  be 
anticipated. 

‘‘The  Indians  at  that  depot  appear  less  disposed  to  be  satisfied  than  any 
other.  The  distance  at  which  I am  stationed  from  their  depot  renders  it 
impossible  for  me  to  attend  immediately  to  rectifying  any  unforeseen  occur- 
rences connected  with  supplying  them.  Although  I have  an  agent  constantly 
at  tliat  depot,  with  instructions  to  act  in  any  emergency,  they,  nevertheless, 
appear  to  have  a want  of  confidence  in  him.  Should  an  agent  be  located 
there,  I have  no  doubt  it  would  tend  greatly  to  their  satisfaction,  and,  pro- 
bably, to  the  interest  of  the  Government  Should  this  be  done,  I will  be 
left  in  charge  of  the  two  depots,  at  Fort  Towson  and  Horse  prairie;  to  each 
of  which,  with  the  assistance  of  the  assistant  1 now  have,  the  strictest  at- 
tention could  be  paid,  and  immediately  under  my  own  eye. 

“ Very  respectfully, 

“ Your  obedient  servant, 

“JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON, 

“ Lieut  V,  S,  A.,  Disb'g  Agent  Choctaw  removal, 

“ To  Captain  .T.  Brown, 

“ tJ,  S,  A,i  Principal  Lish^g  Agent  Indian  removaV’ 

P.  S.  I have  been  informed,  though  not  from  any  official  source,  that 
the  partial  failure  above  alluded  to  (being  a small  deficiency  of  the  corn  part 
of  the  ration,)  has  since  been  satisfactorily  arranged. 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U.  S,  .A, 

May  7,  1S33. 
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Allegheny  Arsenal,  May  6,  183S. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  a covered  article  of  agreement  made  by  Lieutenant 
Stephenson  for  the  delivery  of  corn  at  Horse  prairie,  the  same  having  been 
mislaid,  which  is  the  reason  of  its  not  having  been  earlier  forwarded. 

Your  communication  of  the  9th  ultimo  has  been  received. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

CwpU  U.  S.  Jl.  i Principal  Disb^g  Agent  Indian  removal* 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  N.j  Washington^  Jj*  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  May  9,  1S33, 

Sir:  Herewith  1 have  the  honor  to  enclose  estimate  of  funds  to  meet  the 
claims  of  contractors  for  rations  furnished  under  several  contracts,  dated 
22d  November  last,  (1832,)  and  which  I am  informed  will  be  closed  on  or 
before  the  30th  June  nexh 

At  the  time  I made  my  estimates  for  the  second  quarter  of  current  year, 
it  was  not  known  to  what  time  the  contracts  now  estimated  for  w'ould  sub- 
*sist  the  emigrants:  hence,  it  was  not  embraced  in  that  estimate.  It  was  my 
impression  at  that  time,  the  contracts  would  supply  to  the  close  of  July,  or 
nearly  ; but,  instead  of  that,  they  fall  some  short  of  supplying  the  depots  in 
the  Fort  Smith  district  to  the  close  of  June:  this,  coming  short  of  the  time 
originally  calculated  on,  arises  from  the  subsequent  arrival  of  several  hun-^ 
dred  emigrants.  I must  solicit  early  remittance  of  the  amount  of  this  esti- 
mate. Contractors  are  expecting  prompt  payment  after  the  fulfilment  of  their 
contracts,  and  I feel  every  desire  to  meet  their  expectations. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  ' 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Captain  United  States^  Army, 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G.  S. 


Allegheny  Arsenal,  May  24,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  receipted  to  Mr.  Jno.  Harris  for  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  axes  received  in  nineteen  boxes.  The  boxes  are,  apparently,  well 
made;  and,  instead  of  securing  them  with  iron  hoops,  I have  permitted  him 
to  hoop  them  with  hickory  as  being  equally  good,  and  probably  better. 

I shall  forward  the  axes  immediately. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  BAKER, 

Major  United  States'  Army, 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 
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Allegheny  Arse^jAI:;,  Pa.,  May  27,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  forward  Riddle,  Forsyth,  and  Cos^  receipt  for 
four  hundred  and  ninety-eight  axes,  in  nineteen  boxes,  delivered  to  them 
this  day  for  shipment  to  Major  Armstrong  at  Fort  Smith,  agreeably  to  your 
instructions. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully^ 

YoUr  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  BAKER, 

Mdjor  United  States^  Army, 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G.  S, 


Ordnance  Gefice,  WASttiN&ToJr,  May  15,  1833. 

StR:  I transmit',  herewith,  Major  Baker’s  report,  recently  received  at  this 
nffice,  which  relates  to  the  rifle-powder  forwarded  from  Pittsburgh  in  June 
last  for  the  use  of  the  Choctaw  Indians;  by  which  it  will  appear  that  the 
poV^der  forwarded  was  considered  to  be  of  good  quality-j  and  above  the  esta- 
blished proof  strength. 

As  this  department  is  not  in  possession  of  any  other  kind  of  rifle-powder 
in  the  west  than  that  formerly  sent,  it  is  desirable  to  be  'informed  whether 
the  quantity,  (of  the  same  kind,)  desired  to  be  forwarded  by  your  letter  of 
the  8th  ultimo,  will  answer. 

The  lead,  (four  thousand  pounds,)  directed  to  be  forwarded  in  your  letter 
of  the  8th  ultimo,  has  been  ordered  to  be  delivered  at  Fort  Smith  with  the 
least  possible  delay. 

Respectfully,  I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  BOMFORD, 

Voionei  of  Ordnance  , 

To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  3iay  17,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  t have  the  honor  to  enclose  triplicate  contracts,  with 
bonds,  made  for  supplying  the  Choctaw  emigrants  wdth  rations  at  the  seve- 
ral issuing  depots  in  their  new  country,  commencing  on  the  first  of  July 
next,  and  calculated  to  supply  up  to  the  31st  of  October  following;  but,  in 
all  probability,  will  fall  short  of  supplying  to  that  period,  in  as  much  as  num- 
bers are  daily  augmenting  by  independent  emigration.  Accompanying  this, 
also,  is  abstract  of  bids,  with  copy  of  notice  for  proposals. 

The  competition  was  Considerable  and  widely  extended,  having  some  bids 
from  persons  residing  in  Missouri:  the  bidding  fair  and  very  close.  All  the 
contracts  were  closed  at  lowest  offers,  and  at  better  rates  for  the  Government 
than  I have  looked  for,  as  the  period  for  supplying  is  the  most  expensive  oC 
the  season:  the  old  crop  of  corn  being  quite  exhausted,  that  article  will 
have  to  be  transported  long  distances,  and  the  period  for  taking  care  of 
stock  comparativel}?^  expensive.  The  average  price  of  the  rations  by  these 
contracts  is  eight  cents. 
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I have  extended  the  contract  for  supplying  the  Senecas  and  Shawnee^jf 
(those  that  arrived  in  their  new  country  14th  December  last,)  to  close  their 
year’s  claim  for  subsistence,  and  at  the  price  therein  stipulated,  seven  and 
a half  cents  the  ration.  This,  from  the  small  number  to  be  subsisted  after 
the  4th  of  July  next,  the  period  when  the  year  for  supplying  the  emigrants 
from  Sandusky  will  expire,  is  deemed  better  than  to  have  advertised  the  con- 
tract, not  doubting,  had  such  been  done,  but  the  price  of  the  ration  would 
have  been  increased. 

I also  cover,  herewith,  estimate  of  funds  for  the  third  quarter  current  year, 
and  have  embraced  therein  the  amount  of  contracts  for  subsistence  accom- 
panying this  communication,  and  have  forwarded  it  (the  estimate)  thus  early, 
(should  the  sum  required  be  received  through  deposite  at  New  Orleans,) 
that  the  same  may  be  made  sufficiently  early  to  be  obtained  prior  to  the  ar- 
rival of  the  period  usually  considered  the  sickly  season.  Last  year,  I reach- 
ed that  city  for  funds  at  a period  of  great  mortality,  and  shall  regret  if  duty 
should  again  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  visit  that  place  at  such  a time. 
Loth  life  and  funds  are  jeopardized  by  occupying  that  period  to  obtain  mo- 
ney from  that  city.  If  the  deposite  for  this  estimate  could  be  made  at  St. 
Louis,,  it  would  greatly  lessen  the  hazard,  as  well  as  afford  a greater  assur- 
ance of  facility  to  get  the  money;  for  the  journey  could  be  made  by  land 
should  the  navigation,  (which  is  not  unusual  at  that  season  of  the  year,)  pre- 
clude steam  conveyance:  perhaps  the  remittance  of  bills  direct  may  be  con- 
venient; if  so,  such  would  be  desirable,  as  that  season  (the  autumn)  is  a busy 
period  at  this  office. 

These  suggestions  are  made  with  request  to  be  early  advised  of  the  course 
that  will  most  likely  be  adopted  in  relation  to  these  funds;  and,  should  the 
deposite  be  at  New  Orleans,  I most  earnestly  solicit  early  advice,  so  that  the 
sums  of  the  two  estimates,  the  one  forwarded  on  the  9lh  instant  for  sixty- 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  and  this,  may  be  obtained 
at  the  same  journey,  and  which  I hope  to  make  the  last  of  June  or  early  in 
July.  Yesterday’s  mail  brought  advice  of  the  deposite  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  to  my  credit  in  Branch  United  States’  Bank  at  New  Orleans, 
which,  with  the  deposite  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  seven  thousand 
dollars,  as  acknowledged  by  letter  of  the  second  instant,  and  now  remaining 
in  bank,  will  cause  me  to  make  another  trip  to  that  place  for  the  money  so 
soon  as  I can  place  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a condition  to  leave.  The 
money  must  be  had,  and  my  only  course  is  to  go  for  it.  I hope  to  get  by 
next  mail  your  instruction  in  relation  to  the  appropriation  of  the  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  above  noted,  and  which  is  referred  to,  or  rather  a remit- 
tance spoken  of,  in  your  communication  dated  the  9th  ullimo,  in  relation  to 
the  payment  of  commutation  allowances  to  Indians  who  have  emigrated 
on  their  own  resources,  and  for  which,  I presume,  the  same,  or  a part  there- 
of, is  intended.  In  your  communication  of  the  27ih  of  March  last,  I per- 
ceive, with  some  concern,  that  a misapprehension  exists  in  relation  to  my 
estimates  as  therein  referred  to.  I am  there  supposed  to  have  expected  double 
remittances  on  estimates,  or  remittances  on  double  estimates.  From  whence 
such  a supposition  should  have  come,  1 know  not;  certainly  not  from  any 
estimates  of  funds,  or  correspondence  in  relation  thereto,  of  mine.  The 
estimates  referred  to  are,  as  such,  separate  and  distinct  in  every  particular; 
were  made  and  forwarded  at  dates  widely  apart— -one  being  for  expenditures 
for  the  lourth  quarter  of  1S32,  and  covered  29th  of  August,  the  other  made 
to  meet  disbursements  connected  v/iih  the  operations  of  special  agenls  for 
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savne  quarleir,  and  covei^ed  5th  of  November  following.  By  comparing, 
not  a repetition  of  any  of  the  items  forming  these  estimates  can  be  found; 
and  why  Major  Armstrong  should  state  that  he  had  not,  ‘^according  to  his 
account,  caused  an  expenditure  of  more  than  five  or  six  thousand  dollars, 

I know  not.  A moliient^s  reflection  must  have  called  to  mind  requisitions 
on  this  office  for  teams  and  other  means  to  transport  the  emigrant  Choctaws 
from  the  Mississippi  to  their  new  country,  as  well  as  for  subsistence  and 
forage  for  them  while  on  the  route. 

The  sixty  thousand  dollars  remitted  by  Captain  Hunt  w^as  claimed  to 
meet  these  objects,  and  it  was  for  those  that  my  estimate  of  the  5th  of  No- 
vember was  made:  suffice  it  to  say  that,  instead  of  five  or  six  thousand  dol- 
lars of  the  remittance  above  named,  upwards  of  forty  thousand  dollars  were 
applied  to  the  objects  connected  with  transactions  with  special  agents  prior 
to  the  receipt  of  deposite  of  the  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  made  by  your 
•letter  of  advice  dated  IBth  January  last.  I mention  these  things  that  my 
arrangements  for  the  execution  of  these  duties  may  not  be  acted  on  from 
surmises,  for  such  would  be  very  likely  to  lead  to  misapprehension,  and 
that,  not  unfrequently,  to  perplexities  and  errors. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Ydiif  obfedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  U.  S. 

Principal  Disb*g  Agmt  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,,  Washington  Citi/, 


Little  Rock,  A,  T.,  May  23,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  covered  account,  stated  in  favor  of  Absalom  Madding, 
for  the  services  of  teams  employed  in  the  removal  of  Choctaws,  from  Ecor  de 
Fabre^  in  the  winter  of  1831-2,  accompanied  by  certificates  of  agents,  and 
assignments  of  two  of  the  claims  to  the  said  Madding;  and  must  request  ac- 
knowledgment of  its  reaching  your  office. 

Lieutenant  Van  Horne  arrived  here  20th  instant,  and  left'yesterday  for  the 
Senecas. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt,  U.  S,  A,,  Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal, 
Geci.  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G,  S.y  Washington,  D,  C. 


Little  Rock,  May  24, 1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication, 
dated  the  2d  instant,  accompanied  by  copies  of  letters  to  Lieutenants  Ste- 
phenson and  Rains,  and  Major  Armstrong,  Choctaw  agent. 

I leave  this  morning  for  New  Orleans,  after  funds:  shall  probably  be 
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here  again  on  or  about  the  15th  June.  Monthly  reports  of  disbursements^ 
&c.|  for  the  present  month,  will  necessarily  be  delayed  until  my  return. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

CapL  U,  S,  Principal  Bisbursing  Agent  Indian  removaL 
Gen.  Geo*  Gibson,  C.  G,  S,,  flashing  ion,  D.  O. 


Ordnance  Office,  Washington,  June  25,  1833. 

Sir*  I transmit,  herewith,  an  account  for  4,000  pounds  bar  lead  shipped 
to  Major  Armstrong,  at  Fort  Smith,  agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  8th  of  April  last. 

In  the  settlement  of  the  account  at  the  Treasury  Department,  it  is  re- 
quested that  the  amount  ('^204  30,)  may  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  service. 

Respectfully,  1 am, 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  BOMFORD, 
Colonel  of  Ordnance-. 

Gen,  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S, 

Little  Roce,  A.  T.,  June  20,  1833; 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  cover,  herewith,  monthly  reports  of  disbursements, 
made  on  account  of  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  Choctaws,  for  the  month 
©f  May  last. 

My  absence  from  this  office  prevented  the  transmission  of  these  reporte 
at  the  date  called  for  by  regulations,  as  well  as  a very  severe  and  protracted 
indisposition,  from  my  attending  to  them  immediately  on  my  return  to  this 
place,  which  was  on  the  16th  instant. 

The  fifty-one  boxes  of  rifles  under  notice  of  shipment  from  Philadelphia, 
dated  the  16th  April  last,  were  delivered  at  Fort  Smith,  their  destination,  on 
the  29th  ultimo. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  W.  S, 

Principal  Bishursing  ^gmi  Indian  removah 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  & , ' Washington,  D,  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  June  23,  1S33. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  aeknowledge  the  recepit  of  five  packages,  con- 
taining blank,  four  of  them  contracts,  the  other  bill  of  accounts:  and 
I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  U.  S,  A., 
Principal  Bisbursing  %dgent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S,,  Washington  City, 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  June  23,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  communication  dated  30th  ultimo,  covering  documents  num- 
bered from  1 to  13,  with  sundry  accounts,  the  whole  connected  with  the 
Ecor  de  Fabre  movement  in  the  winter  of  1831-2,  has  been  received;  and, 
as  therein  instructed,  shall  attend  to  the  adjustment  of  those  claims  without 
delay. 

On  the  23d  ultimo,  I forwarded  account,  with  certificate  and  assignment 
in  favor  of  Absalom  Madding,  being  for  the  services  of  three  teams  em« 
ployed  in  the  movement  above  referred  to,  which,  if  not  covered  to  this 
office  on  the  receipt  of  this,  must  request  the  favor  of  their  being  so,  that 
they  may  be  settled  with  the  other  accounts.  I do  not  find  returned  ac- 
counts in  favor  of  J.  W.  Williams:  those  belong  to  the  same  transaction, 
and  were  forwarded  from  this  office  14th  March  last;  and  must  also  request 
their  return  to  this  office,  if  they  are  to  be  settled  here. 

I deem  it  incumbent  to  make  a few  remarks  in  relation  to  paper  No.  12, 
covered  me,  being  copy  of  a letter  from  me  to  Belding,  for  it  is  quite  evi- 
dent that  that  letter  was  referred  to  by  Belding  to  show  that  I had  recog- 
nized, at  an  early  period,  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  movement;  and  it  is  possible 
that  he  (Belding)  might  have  been  so  impressed,  but  such  was  not  the  case. 
Byrd  and  Belding  were  the  contractors  for  supplying  subsistence,  forage, 
&c.,  to  the  emigration  on  the  routes  from  Little  Rock,  Point  Chicot,  and 
LakeProvidence,  to  Kiamichi.  All  these  routes,  as  well  as  the  road  from  Ecor 
de  Fabre,  come  together  at  Washington,  Hempstead  county,  and  it  was  from 
that  place  he  wrote  me  on  the  subject  of  funds,  stating  his  great  want,  &c. 
And  at  that  date  parties  of  emigrants,  via  this  place,  were  then  in  the  vi® 
cinity  of  Washington,  as  well  as  such  as  passed  via  Lake  Providence.  Con- 
sequently, I supposed  that  this  pressing  call  was  for  some  advances  on  ac- 
count of  supplies  furnished  those  parties.  Hence  my  answer,  and  hence  on 
the  23d,  five  days  following  the  date  of  that  letter,  I forwarded  to  Lieutenant 
Ryan  some  5,000,  to  be  applied  in  manner  best  calculated  to  meet  the  in- 
terest of  Government.  At  the  time  this  took  place,  I had  no  knowledge  of 
the  Ecor  de  Fabre  movement  other  than  what  had  been  communicated  to 
me  by  Colonel  Gaines,  the  purport  of  which,  had  together  with  other  docu- 
mentary evidence  in  relation  thereto,  was  communicated  under  date  of  the 
3d  July  last;  all  which  will  show  that  I could  not  have  had  reference  to  the 
Ecor  de  Fabre  movement.  But  to  sustain  the  claim,  it  was  doubtless  in- 
tended to  show  by  that  letter  my  early  recognition  of  the  transaction,  and 
then,  in  all  charity,  to  show  my  consistency  in  refusing  subsequently  to  re- 
cognize it. 

I would  here  remark,  that  the  average  price  paid  for  corn  furnished  on  the 
same  routes,  at  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  claimants,  for  this  Ecor  de 
Fabre  furnishing,  was  $1  37i  the  bushel:  this,  if  carried  out,  would  show 
a very  considerable  difference  in  the  cost  of  transports  at  and  per 
day,  in  those  movements. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U,  S. 

Principal  Disbursing  Jigent  Indian  removal 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,}  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Little  Rockj  A.  T.j  June  28,  1833. 

^ Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communiqa- 
tions  dated  the  3d  and  6th  instant. 

No  time  will  be  lost  in  delivering  the  powder  at  Fort  Smith  after  it  reaches 
this  place.  Should  the  navigation  prevent  its  conveyance  by  water,  I will 
setid  it  by  the  public  teams. 

Notice  of  the  deposite  of  the  seventy  thousand  dollars  referred  to  in  yours 
of  the  3d  has  been  received. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capl  U.  S.  A,, 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removah 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  A.,  Washington^  D,  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Julp  3,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  forwarded  to  you  a paper  containing  notice  for  proposals  for 
another  contract,  which  is  calculated,  as  near  as  can  well  be  at  this  time,  to 
fill  the  twelve  months  furnishing  of  the  last  falPs  emigration. 

The  recent  flood  of  the  Arkansas  has  swept  the  whole  of  the  contiguous 
bottoms,  and  consequently  has  destroyed  the  corn  crops  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  settlement  bordering  upon  it.  This  has  produced  a great  scarcity 
of  corn  at  this  place:  it  is  now  selling  at  i^l  50  the  bushel.  This  great 
price,  however,  cannot  last  long.  Nevertheless,  the  destruction  has  been 
such,  that  the  price  of  corn  for  a year  to  come,  and  until  the  crop  can  be 
made,  will,  in  all  the  river  towns  and  roads,  not  be  less  than  a dollar  the 
bushel,  A great  deal  of  stock  cattle  has  also  been  destroyed:  hence  I do 
not  expect  otherwise  than  that  subsequent  contracts  for  supplies  for  the  .emi- 
gration will  be  somewhat  higher  than  they  hitherto  have  been.  I am  not 
as  yet  particularly  informed  of  the  damages  to  the  crops  on  Red  river:  re- 
port, however,  makes  the  destruction  equal  to  that  on  Arkansas. 

I am  now  hauling  corn  for  the  horses,  and  what  little  is  given  to  the  oxen, 
one  hundred  miles.  By  this  course  I have  been  able  to  obtain  my  corn  at 
prices  hitherto  paid  at  this  place,  and  am  in  hopes  in  this  way  to  get  a supply 
until  the  period  of  emigration  shall  require  the  teams  to  be  otherwise  em- 
ployed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  A,, 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 
To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  2,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  account  current,  with  abstract 
of  disbursements  and  vouchers,  made  on  account  of  appropriation  for  the 
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removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Senecas,  mixed  band  of  Seneca  and  Shawnee 
Indians,  for  the  second  quarter  of  current  year. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U.  S.  A,, 
Principal  Bish^g  Jigent  Indian  removaL 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  18,  1833. 

Sir:  Since  my  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
sundry  packages  of  blanks,  I have,  in  addition  to  the  above-named,  four 
packages  containing  bills  of  accounts.  A few  provision  and  forage  return- 
books  will  be  wanted  for  use  in  the  ensuing  fall  emigration. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  U.  S. 

Principal  Bisb^g  ^gent  Indian  removaL 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S,,  Washington  City, 


P.  S.  I shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will  direct  the  enclosed  to  be 
addressed  and  forwarded  to  Lieutenant  Lane. 


J.  BROWN. 


Little  Rock,  A,  T.,  July  12,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  return  of  property  belonging 
to  the  United  States’  Indian  removal,  with  abstracts  and  vouchers  for  the  se- 
cond quarter  of  1833. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  U.  S,  A,, 
Principal  BisVg  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A ®T.,  July  12,  1833. 

Sir:  I cover  herewith  account  current,  with  abstracts  and  receipts  for  ad- 
vances to  officers,  together  with  abstracts  and  vouchers  of  disbursements  on 
account  of  subsistence,  transportation  and  contingencies,  made  on  account  of 
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removal  and  subsistence  of  Choctaws,  for  the  (Quarter  ending  on  the  30th  day 
of  June,  1833. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U,  S, 

Principal  Disb^g  Jigent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.f  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  12,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  return  of  provisions  and 
forage,  with  abstracts  and  vouchers,  for  the  second  quarter  of  1833.* 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U,  S. 

Principal  Disb^g  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  12,  1833. 

Sir:  I cover,  herewith,  statement  of  disbursements  on  account  of  expendi- 
tures not  connected  with  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  which  have 
been  made  in  the  second  quarter  of  current  year. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U.  S,  Ji,, 
Principal  Disb^g  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  20,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tions dated  the  14th  and  27th  ultimo — the  former  directing  the  sale  of  the 
wagons  and  teams,  the  latter  covering  sundry  contracts  for  team  hire  em- 
ployed in  the  removal  of  Indians  from  Ecor  de  Fabre  in  the  winter  of 
1831-2. 

I cover,  herewith,  hand-bill  notice  of  intended  sale  of  the  wagons  and  teams. 
The  same  will  be  inserted  in  the  papers  published  at  this  place.  The  notice 
embraces  your  suggestion  in  relation  to  giving  preference  in  the  employ- 
ment of  those  teams  ajter  sale,  and  which  I think  will  have  a happy  effect, 
and  greatly  advance  the  interest  of  Government  in  the  disposal  of  the  pro- 
perty* 

Fifteen  of  the  wagons  and  teams  are  now  in  the  Indian  country,  near  Fort 
Smith.  These  I have  directed  to  be  sent  to  this  place  as  early  as  practical 
ble:  so  many  of  them  as  shall  be  found  necessary  to  transport  tlie  hoes,  axes^ 
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iron,  &c.,  (Choctaw  annuities)  that  have  recently  reached  Fort  Smith,  to  the 
Ued  fiver  section,  will  be  despatched  by  that  route.  This  I have  deemed 
advisable,  although  it  may  prevent  their  arrival  here  in  time  for  the  sale. 
Should  such  be  the  case,  the  sale  of  these  will  be  postponed  to  a fitting  time 
for  its  accomplishment. 

The  day  fixed  for  making  the  sale,  (5th  September  next,)  is  the  day  named 
in  my  notice  to  receive  proposals  for  the  next  contracts  for  Indian  rations: 
on  those  days  hitherto  designated  for  closing  contracts,  a considerable  num- 
ber of  persons  from  different  sections  of  the  Territory  attend  at  this  place^ 
which  will,  in  my  opinion,  add  much  competition  at  the  sale.  I shall  also 
be  making  considerable  payments  due  on  contracts,  as  well  as  the  Ecor  de 
Fabre  claims,  between  this  and  that  date:  in  fine,  I shall  do  every  thing  that 
can  well  be  done  to  effect  a good  sale  of  the  property.  The  horses  at  this 
time  are  not  in  very  good  order;  some  of  them  are  quite  broken  down  from 
hard  service,  and  it  being  the  worst  period  of  the  year  for  flies,  it  will  be 
quite  difficult  to  recruit  them  and  put  them  in  that  order  I could  wish  them  to' 
be  in.  Besides,  the  great  scarcity  of  corn,  and  the  total  destruction  of  the  bot- 
tom range,  add  much  to  the  difficulties  of  putting  them  in  that  apparent  conj- 
dition  that  their  real  value  deserves.  I have  found  it  necessary,  from  the 
causes  above-mentioned,  to  distribute  the  horses  in  small  bodies,  for  their 
greater  benefit  in  the  slim  range  that  1 am  now  obliged  to  resort  to.  I 
have  also  some  teams  hauling  corn  from  White  river,  a distance  of  one  hun- 
dred miles. 

The  oxen  are  at  range  in  the  prairie,  and  are  in  fine  condition  generally: 
a few  exceptions  to  such  as  have  been  over-strained,  and  which  requires  con- 
siderable time  to  restore  them  to  a healthy  condition.  Of  such,  however,  I 
believe  there  are  but  few. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapU  U,  S. 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removaL 

den.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  26,  1833. 

Sir:  In  a recent  general  order,  No.  48,  dated  18th  May  last,  it  is  direct- 
ed (section  I,  article  5,)  that  ‘‘officers  of  the  army  shall  not  remain  on  de- 
tached service  for  a longer  period  than  two  years;”  and  article  6 adds,  “that 
all  officers  absent  from  their  regiments,  and  who  have  not  served  as  above, 
will  be  relieved  and  ordered  to  join  their  respective  regiments  and  stations 
by  the  1st  of  May,  1834,  or  as  soon  as  the  public  service  will,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  general-in-chief,  permit.” 

In  about  three  months  from  this  date,  twooyears  will  have  expired  since  I 
was  detached  for  the  service  in  which  I am  now  engaged. 

When  the  change  in  the  duties  of  which  I was  first  ordered  to  perform 
(that  of  superintending  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Choctaws)  was  made 
known  to  me,  (about  a twelve  month  since,)  I was  desirous  of  being  relieved, 
and  I communicated  to  you  my  wishes  in  relation  thereto,  but  it  was  at  that 
time  deemed  best  to  continue  me  in  the  duties  thus  continued.  I have,  since 
the  period  above  referred  to,  rather  cherished  a wish  to  continue  until  the 
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removal  of  the  Choctaws  was  accomplished,  and  the  expense  incident  there- 
to, including  subsistence,  liquidated,  and  in  every  thing  relating  to  this  of- 
fice closed,  all  which,  doubtless,  will  occupy  a part  of  the  coming  year,  1834. 

Possessing,  as  I do,  much  information  in  relation  to  the  pecuniary  opera- 
tions of  this  duty,  a continuance  in  it  to  its  close  is  desired,  and  on  several 
accounts.  The  most  prominent  (and  I have  much  confidence  in  the  result)  is 
that  of  saving  very  considerable  to  the  Government  in  arranging  and  set- 
tling the  claims  connected  with  the  duties  of  this  office.  This  accomplish- 
ed, the  Government  will  be  relieved  from  the  perplexities  of  future  appli- 
cations for  the  adjustment  of  claims,  which,  after  a lapse  of  years,  may  not 
in  all  cases  be  preferred,  in  strict  justice.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I should  be 
glad  to  be  continued,  and  bring  to  a close  the  expenses  connected  with  the 
removal  of  the  Choctaw  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi;  and  shall  be 
much  obliged  if  you  will  use  your  influence  in  relation  thereto,  and  early 
apprize  me  of  the  result. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  BROWN,  Capt  U,  S, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  July  25,  1833. 

Sir:  After  the  present  Shawnee  and  Seneca  emigrants  shall  have  received 
their  yearns  subsistence,  (which  will  close  the  14th  December  next,)  and 
there  should  not  be  any  further  emigration,  or  other  duties  requiring  the  at- 
tention of  Lieut.  Van  Horne  at  that  agency,  I would  most  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  he  be  transferred  to  the  Arkansas  district  as  assistant  to  Lieutenant 
Pains  in  issuing  to  the  Choctaws.  Should  duties,  however,  prevent  Lieuten- 
. ant  Van  Horne  from  joining  Lieuf.  Rains,  I am  very  desirous  that  one  of  the 
«•  ‘disbursing  agents  engaged  in  the  removal  of  Choctaws  be  ordered  to 
that  station  so  soon  as  the  emigrants  shall  have  reached  their  locations  west. 
If  it  can  be  so,  I should  much  prefer  that  the  superintendence  of  the  issues 
at  all  the  depots  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  officers  of  the  army;  and,  to  meet 
this,  two  officers  for  each  of  the  districts  (Red  river  and  Arkansas)  in  addi- 
tion to  the  present  officers,  Lieuts.  Stephenson  and  Rain«,  now  in  charge  of 
those  districts,  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  that  service. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  U,  S.  A,, 
Principal  Disbtirsing  Agent  Indian  removal, 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  ^ 

C,  G,  S.y  Washington  City. 


Engineer  Department,  Washington,  July  15,  1833. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  copy  of  a correspondence,  in  reference  to  the  employ^ 
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merit  of  the  engineer  boats  in  removing  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  is 
transmitted  for  your  information. 

With  great  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  C.  BARTLETT, 
Lieut.,  and  JJssH  to  Chief  Engineer, 
General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Engineer  Department,  Washington,  April  1833. 

Sir:  It  is  the  wish  of  the  War  Department  that  the  steamer  Archimedes 
shall  be  employed  again,  about  the  10th  October  next,  in  removing  Indians 
from  Memphis  west  of  the  Mississippi;  and  the  object  of  the  present  com- 
munication is  to  ascertain  whether  that  boat  can  be  withdrawn  from  Red 
river,  at  that  time,  without  injury  to  the  service  with  which  she  is  at  present 
engaged?  If  she  cannot,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  direct  that  the  He- 
liopolis be  kept  in  readiness  for  the  Indian  service,  and  to  be  at  Memphis 
by  the  time  above-mentioned,  subject  to  the  orders  of  F.  W.  Armstrong, 
esq.,  superintendent  Cherokees  west.  It  will  be  proper  for  you  to  commu- 
nicate with  Mr.  Armstrong  on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  GRATIOT,  Brig,  General 

H.  M.  Shreeve,  Esq. 


Natchez,  June  27,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  April  last  was  not  received  until  the  24th 
instant.  The  Archimedes  will  probably  be  as  conveniently  spared  as  the 
Heliopolis.  The  subject  shall  be  strictly  attended  to  on  my  part. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  ' 

HENRY  M.  SHREEVE, 
Superintendent, 

To  Brig.  Gen.  C.  Gratiot, 

Chief  Engineer,  Washington  City. 


Columbus,  Mi.,  August  19,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I hand  you  Lieutenant  J.  Van  Horne’s  letter;  by  which  you 
will  discover  there  is  yet  due  me  from  the  Government  for  services  render- 
ed last  year  in  removing  Choctaws  west,  which  I have  no  way  of  obtaining 
without  it  is  through  you.  The  amount  that  1 claim  is  for  actual  subsistence 
and  transportation.  The  amount  expended  cannot  be  ascertained  in  any  way, 
but  by  the  amount  of  money  I had,  and  the  amount  left  at  the  end  of  the 
trip,  which  will  amount  to  67  dollars,  at  least,  which  is  yet  due;  and,  if  you 
cannot  settle  the  amount  for  the  want  of  vouchers,  please  inform  me  in  what 
way  they  are  to  be  made  out.  The  letter  enclosed  states  that  he.  Van 
Horne,  has  filed  his  vouchers  to  the  effect  as  stated  above. 

If  this  claim  should  be  paid,  please  send  a draft,  or  direct  some  of  the 
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disbursing  officers  in  the  Choctaw  service  to  pay  it  You  will  please  to  di- 
rect your  answer  to  Memphis,  Tennessee,  as  I will  be  in  that  place  by  the 
time  an  answer  can  reach  me . 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  H.  BYRNE. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


Zanesville,  Ohio,  Jlpril  3,  1S33. 

Sir:  You  have  doubtless  expected  to  hear  from  me  long  before  this  in  re- 
ference  to  the  balance  of  your  compensation,  which  I was  to  refer  to  Major 
Armstrong.  After  discharging  my  party  near  Fort  Towson,  I repaired, 
with  Lieutenants  Montgomery  and  Simonton,  agreeably  to  Major  AJs  or- 
ders, to  Nashville,  to  make  out  my  accounts,  and  get  them  certified  by  the 
superintendent.  I waited  sometime  at  Nashville  for  the  arrival  of  Captain 
William  Armstrong.  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong  had  gone  to  Washington 
city,  as  his  brother  told  me.  My  disbursements  were  all  made  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  my  abstracts  were,  by  regulations,  to  be  certified  by  Ma- 
jor Armstrong.  After  completing  my  accounts,  therefore,  I went  on  to 
Washington  city;  but  as  Maj.  A.  did  not  arrive,  although  I waited  sometime, 
I was  requested  by  the  Commissary  General  to  hand  in  my  accounts  with- 
out the  certificate  of  the  superintendent:  I therefore  had  no  opportunity  to 
refer  the  subject  of  your  pay  him.  After  my  accounts  were  examined  and 
passed.  Major  A.  arrived,  and  it  was  agreed  that  you  were  entitled,  (in  ad- 
dition to  what  I paid  you,)  to  your  actual  transportation  and  subsistence 
from  Vicksburg  to  the  Washita  river,  (357  miles,)  and  to  subsistence  from. 
Little  Rock  to  Washington,  Arkansas  Territory,  (13  days.)  The  voucher 
in  my  account  for  what  I have  already  paid  you  stands  as  follows: 

For  my  services  as  assistant  to  Lieutenant  Van  Horne,  conductor  and  dis- 
bursing officer,  while  proceeding  from  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  to  Washita 
river,  with  a party  of  emigrating  Choctaws  and  horses,  from  1st  to  27th 
November,  1832 — 27  days,  at  $3  per  diem  - - - i^81  00 

For  transportation  in  returning  from  Washita  river,  west  of  Little 

Rock  to  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  357  miles,  at  10  cents  per  mile  - 35  70 

For  my  services  as  assistant  conductor  while  proceeding  with  a 
party  of  emigrating  Choctaws,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Van  Horne, 
conductor  and  disbursing  agent,  from  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
Territory,  from  28th  November  to  10th  December,  1832 — 13 
days,  at  per  diem  - - - - - - 39  00 

For  transportation  furnished  myself  during  the  same  period,  at 
per  day,  13  days  - - - - - - 13  00 

For  transportation  in  returning  from  Washington  to  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas— 125  miles,  at  10  cents  per  mile  - - - 12  50 

gl81  20 


You  will  recollect  that  I paid  you,  in  cash,  $177  37.  I also  paid  $4  of 
your  expenses  on  the  trip,  after  leaving  Vicksburg,  making  together  the 
abovo  sum. 
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I should  be  glad  to  enclose  you  the  balance  due  you;  but,  in  the  first 
place,  I was  prevented,  as  above  stated,  from  including  it  in  the  voucher  youi 
gave  me.  I have  therefore  no  voucher  for  this  balance.  In  the  second 
place,  you  claim  $27  for  transportation,  and  $18  for  subsistence;  but,  Oa 
examining  your  vouchers  for  subsistence,  they  are  so  defective  that  I dislike 
to  forward  them.  Besides,  while  I was  at  Washington,  they  were  about  to> 
fix  an  established  rate  for  transportation  and  subsistence;  but  I have  not  yefc 
learned  what  allowance  they  have  made:  one  dollar  per  day  for  each  was 
recommended.  Should  this  commutation  be  fixed,  your  sub-vouchers  wouM 
not  be  required;  and  the  allowance  would  also  be  greater  than  that  charged 
by  you.  In  the  third  place,  I have  been  transferred  from  the  duty  of  re- 
moving Choctaws,  to  take  charge  of  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  and  cannot 
make  any  further  disbursements  for  removing  Choctaws. 

I filed  with  my  accounts  at  Washington  a certificate  to  the  following 
amount: 

Samuel  H.  Byrne  started  with  me  as  my  assistant  agent  in  conduct- 
ing horses  from  Vicksburg  to  the  Washita  river,  fifty  miles  west  of  Little 
Hbck;  and,  after  returning  to  Little  Rock  from  that  place  to  Washington^ 
Arkansas  Territory,  he  was  paid  by  me  for  all  his  services;  but  there  is  du© 
him  an  allowance,  equal  to  his  actual  transportation  and  subsistence,  from 
Vicksburg  to  the  Washita  river  on  the  first  trip,  and  his  actual  subsistence  from 
Little  Rock  to  Washington,  Arkansas  Territory,  on  the  second  trip. 

J.  VAN  HORNE, 

“ Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removaL 

Little  Rocx,  Mai/  22,  1833.’^ 

I have  detained  the  above  under  the  expectation  that,  on  my  arrival  here^ 
Captain  Brown  would  have  received  notice  of  the  commutation  established^ 
and  that  I could  get  the  amount  from  him,  and  send  it  to  you  without  using 
your  sub-vouchers;  but  I find  he  has  not  been  informed  of  it.  He  says  it 
will  be  best  for  you  to  call  upon  Lieutenant  Montgomery  or  Simonton,  or 
some  of  the  disbursing  officers,  who  will  pay  you  on  exhibiting  this  letter. 
If  you  ■ desire  it,  I will  send  your  receipts  for  the  $12  of  subsistence,  but  I 
think  they  are  of  little* use.  Should  you  have  any  difficulty  in  getting  the 
payment,  please  inform  me  at  Fort  Gibson,  Arkansas,  and  I will  see  you 
paid. 

J.  VAN  HORNE. 

Samuel  H.  Bvrne,  Esquire. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  nAug,  1,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  abstracts  of  disbursement# 
for  subsistence,  transportation,  and  contingencies,  on  account  of  the  remo- 
val and  subsistence  of  Choctaws  for  the  month  of  July,  current. 

I ^ye  advanced  to  Lieutenant  Rains,  to  meet  expenses  at  Fort  Smithi, 
$7,000,  and  have  paid  on  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  claims  $3,180  within  the 
above  month. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt  U.  S.  A.,  Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removaL 
General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City* 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  September  2,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  abstracts  of  disbursements  for 
transportation  and  contingencies,  per  appropriation  for  the  removal  and  sub- 
sistence of  tjbe  Choctaw  Indians,  for  the  month  of  August,  current  year:  and 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Ca'pt.  U.  S.  A.i  Principal  JDisbiirslmg  Agent  Indian  removal. 
To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Sept.  2,  1833. 

Sir:  I cover,  herewith,  abstracts  of  disbursements  for  subsistence  and  con- 
tingencies, made  per  appropriation  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  mix- 
ed bands  of  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  for  the  month  of  Aug.,  1833:  and  would 
here  remark,  that  I have  advanced  to  Lieutenant  Van  Horne,  disbursing 
agent  for  the  Senecas,  within  the  month  above  named,  and  for  contingent 
purposes,  g500.  I have  also  paid  of  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  claims  ^4,101  25, 
within  the  month. 

Two  packages,  containing  (four  each,)  eight  blank  provision  and  forage 
return  books  have  been  duly  received. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt.  U.  S.  A.,  Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 
General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Sept.  12,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  estimate  of  funds  for  the 
fourth  quarter  of  the  current  year.  As  the  greater  portion  of  this  estimate  is 
to  pay  for  subsistence  supplies  furnished  the  emigrants  in  their  new  coun- 
try, and  in  order  to  be  as  specific  as  possible,  it  has  been  delayed  for  data  to 
be  derived  from  the  contracts  let  on  the  5th  instant. 

I have  not  as  yet  received  information  from  special  agents  to  enable  me 
to  make  estimate  for  funds  to  meet  emigration  movements  this  fall.  So  soon 
as  the  necessary  information  is  received,  a special  estimate  will  be  made  to 
such  expenditure.  ' 

I shall  leave  this  in  a few  days  for  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  for  the  funds  re- 
cently deposited  there:  shall  make  the  journey  by  land. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt.  17.  S.  A.^  Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 
General  Geohge  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  "Y.,Sept.  9,  1833. 
Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communications,  dated  14th  and  19th  ultimo;  also,  Auditor’s  notice  of  the 
deposite  of  $60,000  in  Branch  United  States’  Bank  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
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Herewith  is  covered  seven  contracts,  with  bonds  entered  into  for  fur- 
nishing and  delivering  rations  to  Choctaws,  calculated  to  close  (with  th© 
contracts  now  under  fulfdment,)  issues  for  present  year;  and  having  reserv- 
ed the  right  to  increase  the  supply  one-third  on  the  amount  stipulated,  will 
enable  the  agents  to  make  an  issue  of  one  or  two  months  to  such  emigrants 
as  will  reach  their  locations  within  the  present  year.  Accompanying  these 
contracts  is  an  abstract  of  bids,  with  copy  of  notice  under  which  the  same 
were  received. 

I am  agreeably  disappointed  at  the  low  rate  at  which  these  contracts  have 
been  taken,  (the  average  being  cents  per  ration,)  which  is  certainly  low; 
and  with  it  I have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  contractors  are  very 
enterprising,  as  well  as  -responsible  men.  One  of  them,  G.  W.  Harkins, 
belongs  to  the  Choctaws,  an  emigrant  of  1832,  and  I am  told  has  suiSicient 
corn  and  stock  of  his  own  raising  "to  fill  the  contract.  So  much  for  the 
croakers  and  opposers  of  Indian  emigration. 

The  low  rate  of  these  contracts  is  good  evidence  of  their  being  plenty 
of  corn  as  well  as  beef  for  supplying  the  emigration.  The  former  article 
in  the  Red  river  district  is  in  greater  abundance,  that  is,  irhmedi- 
ately  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Choctaw  locations,  than  has  been  either  of  the 
previous  seasons  of  emigration.  I have  no  apprehension  of  a short  supply 
for  this  district. 

It  is  probable,  as  it  heretofore  has  been,  that  the  summer  furnishing  will 
be  higher  than  the  fall  and  winter,  and  this  is  owing  to  the  consumption  of 
the  new  crops  in  the  first  contracts  after  harvest.  The  Arkansas  district  has 
less  of  this  resource  in  its  vicinity  than  the  Red  river;  the  corn  cropping  is 
on  the  river  bottoms.  This  was  mainly  destroyed  by  the  flood  of  last  June. 
The  new  contractors’  crops,  however,  were  not  injured:  hence  they  are 
enabled  to  fill  the  contracts  from  their  own  farms. 

The  emigration  to  this  district  the  present  season,  will,  in  all  probability, 
be  small;  besides,  time  is  a great  developer  of  resources,  and  as  the  next 
contracts  will  be  let  at  a season  when  the  Arkansas  is  navigable,  I have 
little  doubt  but  they  will  be  taken  quite  reasonable.  Should  offers  for  the 
contracts,  however,  prove  otherwise,  and  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  corn, 
and  it  is  apparent  that  bidders  have  calculated  prices  beyond  what  it  can  be 
obtained  for  and  delivered,  by  procuring  it  at  Louisville  or  other  western 
towns,  then  my  course  will  be  to  supply  by  purchase.  But  I hardly  think 
that  such  a resort  will  be  found  necessary.  Perhaps  I may  deem  it  well  to 
make  a deposit©  of  a thousand  bushels  or  so  at  the  agency  on  or  about  the 
time  of  letting  the  next  contracts,  in  order  to  meet  any  contingency  of  fail- 
ing to  get  contracts.  These  remarks  are  made,  and  are  oSered  in  conformity 
to  instructions  contained  in  your  communication  of  the  14th  ultimo,  as  a 
report  on  the  subject  of  the  probable  scarcity  of  corn  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Choctaw  emigrants. 

The  sale  of  wagons  and  teams  was  opened  on  the  5th,  as  per  notice,  and 
continued  during  the  6th.  The  whole,  except  two  ox  teams,  deemed  neces- 
sary to  retain  at  Fort  Smith,  was  sold,  and  I have  the  satisfaction  to  state 
that  the  whole  of  the  property  sold  well — a considerable  portion  of  it  at  cash 
valuation;  and,  considering  the  wear  and  delapidation  of  two  years’  of  most 
constant  use,  and  over  a country  exceedingly  rough,  the  wagons  of  bad  ma- 
terials, and  worse  put  together,  1 cannot  but  feel  that  the  Government,  by 
the  disposition  of  this  property,  in  a pecuniary  point  of  view  is  blessed  with 
a good  riddance. 

The  net  proceeds  is  over  ^7,000,  as  will  be  seen  by  a statement  of  the 
sales,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith. 
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I hare  deemed  it  well  to  order  the  sale  of  the  few  remaining  barrels  of 
pork,  (12,)  it  being  the  remainder  of  the  pork  sent  here  in  1832,  and  some 
of  it  in  not  very  sound  condition.  I have  other  property  on  hand,  such  as 
pots  and  skillets,  some  tin  coffee-pans,  a few  axes,  jack-screws,  &c.,  all 
which  have  been  more  or  less  used.  Also,  the  smith’s  forge,  with  harness, 
tools,  &c.,  which  I beg  leave  to  ask  directions  relative  to  its  future  dispo- 
sition. 

The  few  old  tents  in  store  may  possibly  be  called  into  use  during  the  pre- 
sent autumn’s  emigration.  They  are  only  fit  for  this  use. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt  U.  S. 

Principal  Disbursing  Jlgent  Indian  removaL 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  CUy, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  September  13,  1833. 

Sih;  Your  several  communications,  under  date  of  the  12th,  20th,  and 
21st  ultimo,  have  been  received:  the  former  accompanied  by  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams and  S.  D.  Fisher’s  accounts.  The  directions  therein  contained,  in 
relation  to  these  accounts,  will  be  attended  to. 

The  notice  in  relation  to  the  classification  of  my  accounts,  and  pointing 
out  several  inaccuracies,  will  be  of  service  to  me  in  making  the  proper  dis- 
tinction in  my  future  accounts,  and  which  shall  receive  special  attention. 

The  instructions  contained  in  letters  of  the  20th  and  21st,  relative  to 
Golonel  Rector’s  accounting  for  hard  bread  and  flour,  as  well  as  in  reference 
to  Doctor  Fulton’s  accountability  of  beeves  and  corn,  shall  be  attended  to  as 
early  as  possible. 

The  oxen  and  horses  referred  to  ought  to  have  been  credited  to  me  by 
Lieutenant  Stephenson  instead  of  Colonel  Rector.  The  circumstance  was 
this:  these  animals  were  in  charge  of  Colonel  Rector,  and  were,  on  reaching 
Fort  Towson,  so  much  crippled  and  broke  down  that  it  was  found  imprac- 
licable  to  return  them  to  this  place.  Lieutenant  Stephenson  took  charge  of 
them  and  gave  receipt  to  Colonel  Rector,  which  receipt  was  handed  to  me; 
and,  before  the  receipts  could  be  attended  to.  Lieutenant  Stephenson  had 
made  the  credit  on  his  return  as  having  received  from  Colonel  Rector.  He 
(Stephenson)  subsequently  gave  me  a recepitfor  the  same  animals.  On  my 
fourth  quarter’s  return  for  1832,  will  be  found  a reference  explaining  the 
transaction.  The  receipt  made  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Stephenson  also  states 
that  the  steers  and  horses  are  the  same  that  were  receipted  for  to  Colonel 
Rector. 

Herewith  is  copy  of  report  from  Lieutenant  Stephenson  of  corn  raised  by 
the  Choctaws,  in  the  Red  river  district,  this  season:  it  also  embraces  the  near- 
white  settlements  to  the  Choctaws. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  U.  S, 

Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  jS.,  Washington  City. 
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Allegheny  Arsenalj  Pa.,  October  3,  1833. 

Sir:  Messrs.  Riddle,  Forsyth  & Co.,  of  Pittsburgh,  have  presented  the  ac- 
companying account  for  transportation,  on  account  of  the  emigration  of  In* 
diaiis;  and  I have  the  honor  to  ask  the  remittance,  at  an  early  day,  of  funds 
to  liquidate  it. 

Very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  humble  servant, 

A.  BECKLEY, 

First  Lieut,  U,  S,  .>3.,  Commanding, 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  5.,  Washington  City*  - 

P.  S.  We  have  the  copy  of  Captain  Brown’s  letter,  acknowledging  the 
arrival  of  these  ploughs  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  some  time  since,  whicis 
the  department  will  remember  its  having  transmitted  to  Major  Baker. 

Respectfully,  A.  B. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  September  12,  1832. 

Sir:  Two  drafts  made  by  Chilly  McIntosh,  and  acccompanied  by  accounts, 
have  been  presented  for  payment.  A copy  of  McIntosh’s  letter  to  me,  with 
the  instructions  therein  referred  to,  are  herewith. 

The  instructions  which  Mr.  McIntosh  relied  upon  as  authority  for  me 
to  pay  the  accounts,  has  no  reference  to  me,  nor  any  other  disbursing  agent 
for  the  removal  of  Indians.  The  holders  of  the  draft  and  accounts  were 
much  disappointed  in  not  getting  their  money;  but,  not  having  received  any 
Instructions  from  you  in  relation  to  such  disbursements,  I could  not  feel 
that  I should  be  justified  in  making  the  payments.  Will  you  be  pleased  to 
inform  me,  whether  my  duties  extend  to  disbursing  the  expenses  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  Creeks,  or  any  other  bands  of  Indians  not  already  named  in 
instructions,  that  may  be  emigrating  west,  and  shall  find ’it  convenient  to 
apply  to  this  office  for  the  settlement  of  accounts  appertaining  to  such 
movements?  The  addition  of  such  duties,  should  they  be  deemed  necessary, 
will  not  in  the  least  be  considered  by  me  as  a burden  to  the  duties  already 
in  hand.  They  will  be  performed  with  cheerfulness. 

McIntosh’s  letter  shows  what  the  accounts  are  for. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S,  A,, 

[ Principal  Disbursing  S.gent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.f  Washington  City, 


Department  of  War, 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  February  11,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
has  been  handed  over  to  this  office  to  be  answered. 

It  is  highly  gratifying  that  the  differences  which  have  for  a long  time  ex- 
isted between  the  Western  and  Eastern  Creeks  have  been  amicably  settled. 
Their  union  in  the  country  allotted  to  them  west  of  the  Mississippi  would 
he  the  happiest  incident,  as  respects  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  which  am 
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ever  take  place:  and  it  is  believed  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
most  prejudiced  among  them  will  acknowledge  with  gladness  the  truth  of 
the  observation. 

It  is  surely  superfluous  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  War  to  promise  what  the 
treaty  has  stipulated  should  be  done:  all  its  treaty  obligations  will  be  scru- 
pulously discharged  by  the  Government.  The  reservations  cannot  be  sold 
until  they  can  be  located. 

This,  however,  need  not  delay  the  removal  of  the  Creeks.  They  can 
appoint  an  agent  to  sell  their  reservations,  and  remit  to  them  the  proceeds 
of  sale.  In  the  selection  of  an  agent,  they  should  be  careful,  and  appoint 
one  of  integrity  and  property. 

The  President  is  solicitous  that  a fair  price  should  be  given  for  the  land, 
and  that  the  money  should  be  paid  to  the  owners.  His  approval  will  be 
withheld  only  to  preserve  the  Indians  from  being  imposed  upon  and  de- 
frauded. 

If  you  can  prevail  upon  a number  of  the  Creeks  to  remove  to  the  west, 
and  will  conduct  them  there,  a fair  compensation  will  be  given  you  for  such 
services.  * 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  humble  servant, 

ELBERT  HERRING. 

To  Mr.  Chixly  McIntosh, 

Creek  Agency,  Alabama. 

Western  Creek  Nation,  September  4,  1833. 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  to  you  a copy  of  my  instructions  from  the  De- 
partment of  War,  and  have  drawn  on  you  for  three  hundred  and  one  dollars 
and  seventy^five  cents  in  favor  of  Washington  Watl)?",  and  one  in  favor  of 
John  B.  Harney  fcr  three  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  for 
services  for  their  teams  in  removing  the  emigrants  from  the  old  Creek  na- 
tion to  the  Creek  nation  west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  you  will  see  as  per  ac- 
counts enslosed;  which  drafts  I wish  you  to  pay. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHILLY  McIntosh, 

Agent  Emigrating  Creeks. 

To  Captain  J.  Brown,  U.  S.  A., 

Principal  Dibursing  Agent  Indian  removal,  Little  Rock,  A,  T. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  18,  1833. 
Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  two  contracts,  with  bonds,  en- 
tered into  for  supplying  the  emigrating  Choctaws  with  rations  on  the  routes 
west  of  the  Mississippi  to  their  new  country,  embracing  forage  for  teams 
and  pack-horses,  &c. : and 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  A.,  . 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  of  Subsistence^  kfashington  City. 

\ 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  16,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I returned  to  this  place  from 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  last  evening,  where  I have  been  for  funds.  I have  also 
the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  dated  17th  and  20th 
September  last;  the  former  covering  copy  of  one  to  William  Armstrong, 
esq.,  special  agent  for  the  removal  of  Indians. 

Up  to  the  date  of  my  leaving  for  St.  Louis,  (17th  September,)  I had  not 
received  any  information  in  relation  to  this  fall’s  emigration,  but,  under  the 
impression  that  requisitions  for  supplies  would  soon  reach  this,  I got  Colonel 
Wharton  Rector  to  attend  to  my  office  during  my  absence.  The  special 
agents  requisitions  for  supplies  did  not  reach  this,  however,  till  the  13th  in- 
stant; and,  as  the  same  must  be  ready  on  the  4th  proximo,  no  time  could  be 
given  to  call  publicly  for  proposals.  Mr.  Rector  therefore  closed  contracts 
yesterday  (15th)  for  supplying  rations,  as  well  as  forage,  for  teams,  pack- 
horses,  &c.,  for  both  of  the  routes  from  Rock  Row  to  the  new  Choctaw 
country.  Three  thousand  emigrants  and  seven  hundred  ponies  is  the  number 
provided  for.  I am  now  starting  expresses  to  notify  the  purchasers  of  the 
United  States’  teams  to  be  at  Rock  Row  on  the  first  proximo.  The  balance 
of  teams  that  may  be  wanted,  I presume,  will  be  continued  from  among  the 
teams  em.ployed  east  of  the  Mississippi. 

You  desire  me  to  write  upon  every  occasion  of  interest  connected  with 
my  duties,  and  I regret  to  find  it  necessary  to  do  so  now,  more,  however,  on 
my  own  behalf  than  otherwise,  but  of  so  much  importance  to  me  that  I 
cannot  well  remain  silent.  I refer  to  allusions  in  your  communication  of 
the  17th  ultimo  in  relation  to  contracts;  and  in  which  it  is  alleged  that 
combinations  for  furnishing  supplies  has,  in  more  than  one  instance,  suc- 
ceeded, and  that,  too,  to  the  no  small  loss  of  the  Government.  If  it  is  inferred 
that  combinations  have  succeeded  in  any  contract  made  with  me,  I have  to 
protest  against  such  inferences.  I deny  that  any  in  the  remotest  degree  has 
succeeded  with  me.  The  abstract  of  bids,  and  the  contracts  designated  as 
taken  thereon,  will  show  conclusively  that  no  combinations  have  succeeded. 
Competition  has  always  been  large  and  wide-spread,  coming  from  different 
sections  of  the  country,  with  strong  local  interest  and  feelings.  It  is  out  of  the 
question:  no  such  thing  has  occurred  with  me.  My  reserving  the  right  to 
reject  all  bids  deemed  high,  has  effectually  broken  up  all  combinations.  If 
it  is  not  asking  too  much,  and,  at  the  same  time,  I am  the  one  alluded  to  by 
your  informant  as  having  made  contracts  under  public  notice  not  as  favora- 
ble as  contracts  privately  made,  I should  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  to 
inform  me  who  it  was  that  gave  you  the  information;  for  surely  there  is 
some  error,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  The  fmplication  is  too  barefaced  to  be 
passed  off  without  inquiry.  I want  to  know  to  what  contracts  privately 
made  this  comparison  refers,  for  I am  wholly  ignorant  of  the  fact  of  any 
such  having  been  made  last  fall  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

I fully  concur  with  you  that  there  are  times  when  contracts  can  be  made 
on  better  terms  privately  than  under  public  notice;  but  such  are  for  small 
amounts,  and  not  extending  beyond  the  local  interests  of  those  making  them. 
Extend  it  beyond  that,  and  it  will  be  found  that  public  contracts  would  com- 
mand economy,  particularly  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

I shall  pay  particular  attention  to  the  tenor,  as  w'ell  as  to  the  letter  of  all 
instructions:  it  is  my  wish  and  aim  to  carry  them  most  fully  into  execution, 
although  it  may  happen  that  in  some  instances  it  will  be  quite  impracticable 
fully  to  accomplish  that  end. 
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The  transportation  account  in  favor  of  Lieutenant  Morrison  shall  be  at- 
tended to  as  directed.  Notice  of  the  deposite  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  ban 
been  received. 

I have  the  honor  to  be^  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt  U*  S»  Principal  JDisb^g  Agent  Indian  removal*  j 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G*  S.j  Washington  City,  ' 


Allegheny  Arsenal,  Pa.,  November  21,  1833, 

Sirs  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  duplicate  account  current  and  vouchers 
for  transportation  of  ploughs  to  the  mouth  of  White  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  BAKER, 

Major  United  States^  Army, 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.;  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  2,  1833, 
Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  account  current,  with  ab» 
©tracts  and  vouchers  of  expenditures,  made  on  account  of  appropriation  for 
the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  for  the  quarter  ending 
on  the  30th  September  last.  Also,  is  herewith  abstract  and  vouchers  cover- 
ing the  Ecor  de  Fabre  claims — all,  as  far  as  I can  learn,  that  were  due  to  citi- 
zens of  this  Territory  on  account  of  wagon  and  team  hire,  and  forage  for 
©aid  teams. 

But  one  of  the  Choctaw  claims  for  wagon  ‘hire,  in  the  movement  above 
referred  to,  has  been  paid.  They  (the  claimants)  have  long  since  been  no- 
tified that  their  accounts  were  stated  and  ready  for  payment. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capi,  U,  S.  Principal  Disb^g  Sgent  Indian  removal. 
To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,p  Washingtbn  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  2,  1833. 
Sir:  Herewith  is  covered  return  of  property,  with  abstracts,  bills  of  sale, 
&c,,  for  the  third  quarter  of  current  year. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capi,  V.  S,  At,,  Principal  Disb^g  Agent  Indian  removal. 
To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,p  Washington  City, 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  3,  1833. 

Sir;  Enclosed,  herewith,  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  return  of  subsis- 
tence, with  abstracts  and  references  of  receipts  and  issues,  for  the  third  quar- 
ter of  1833. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

' Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Copt  U.  S.  Principal  BWg  Agent  Indian  removal 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  2,  1833. 

Sir;  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  account  current,  with  vouch- 
ers for  expenditures  on  account  of  appropriation  for  the  removal  and  sub- 
sistence of  the  Seneca  and  Shawnee  Indians,  together  with  a return  for  the 
third  quarter  of  1833, 

, I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

. CapL  U,  S,  A.,  Principal  BistPg  Agent  Indian  removal 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  4,  183S, 

Sir;  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  abstracts  of  lisbursements 
for  subsilfcence,  transportation,  and  contingencies,  made  from  appropriation 
for  the  subsistence  and  transportation  of  Indians  for  the  moith  of  October, 
1833. 

No  disbursements  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  t\e  Senecas  and 
Shawnees  have  been  made  since  last  report. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servanc, 

J.  BI-OWN,  . 
Capt,  U,  S,  A.,  Principal  Bisb’g  Agent  Irdian  removal 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  /S'.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  5,  1833. 

Sir;  Herewith  is  covered  statement  of  payments  made  during  the  third 
68  . 
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quarter  of  current  year,  for  expenses  not  incurred  in  the  removal  and  sub- 
sistence  of  Indians.* 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

CapU  U.  (S.  A.,  PrincipalDisb^gJlgent  Indian  removal. 
To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  10,  1833. 

Sir:  I enclose,  herewith,  an  account  for  ferriages  across  the  Little  river, 
and  have  to  ask  whether  it  is,  with  the  evidences  accompanying  same,  suf- 
ficiently vouched  for  payment? 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Capt.  U*  S,  A.,  Principal  Disb' g Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  14,  1833. 

Sir:  I cover,  herewith,  the  Arkansas  Gazette,  which  contains  notice  for  I 
proposals  to  furnish  Indian  rations  at  all  the  issuing  depots  in  the  new  Choctaw  | 
country  for  eight  months,  commencing  with  February  next,  up  to  which  ^ 
time  the  present  contracts  will  supply.  I 

Every  thing  in  relation  to  the  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws  in  their  coun-  I 
try  appears  to  be  going  on  very  well,  and  general  satisfaction  is  given.  ! 
Some  temporiiry  failures  of  contractors,  owing  to  causes  not  wholly  within 
their  control,  lave  occurred;  but  all  such  are  arranged  satisfactorily.  , 

I have  forwi^cded  funds  to  Lieutenants  Stephenson  and  Rains*5o  pay  off  ' 
. the  Choctaw  conmutation  claims  of  the  last  yearns  emigration;  or  rather,  i 
all  that  have  emigrated  on  their  own  resources,  up  to  (say)  August  last. 
The  sum  estimated  for  both  districts  is  $25,800.  The  whole  number  claim-  | 
ing  is  2,856.  A small  portion  of  these  are  estimated  at  half  price.  | 

The  present  ^ear’^  emigration,  by  agents,  turns  out  to  be  quite  small- — only 
600.  Those  tnat  go  to  Red  river,  and  which  I am  told  is  nearly  or  quite 
all,  will  pass  tlis  in  a day  or  two.  They  are  all  in  good  health.  The  wea-  |i 
ther  is  fine,  aijd  we  have  not  as  yet  had  any  very  great  rains  to  make  the  j 
travelling  bad]  The  expenses  incident  to  the  preparations  for  the  transpor- 
tation  of  emigrants  this  year  west  of  the  Mississippi,  will  be  but  little. 

I perceive  that  Lieutenant  Rains  has  a public  horse.  I do  not  know  the 
necessity  of  one  at  that  place,  and  if  the  horse  is  not  retained  by  your  order,  ' 
I will  direct  the  Lieutenant  to  dispose  of  him.  ^ 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  | 

Your  obedient  servant,  I 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  V.  S.  A., 

• Principal  Disb^g  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson,  j 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  16,  1833. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  dated  the  3d  ultimo,  I have 
obtained  evidence,  and  made  the  corrections  on  sundry  vouchers  of  my  ac- 
counts returned  therefor,  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1831,  and  first  and  second 
quarters  of  1832. 

The  vouchers,  accompanied  by  a statement,  are  covered  herewith. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt  U.  S.  A,, 
Principal  Disbursing  %dgent  Indian  removal. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  iS.,  Washington^  D,  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  17,  1833. 

Sir:  Since  my  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  1 have  been  informed  by  Lieu- 
tenant Stephenson]  that  357  Choctaw  emigrants  have  arrived  in  his  district 
since  the  19th  of  August  last,  (the  date  of  previous  report  and  estimate,^ 
and  requiring  funds  to  pay  the  commutation  allowance.  This  brings  the 
commutation  estimates,  for  both  the  districts,  (Red  river  and  Arkansas,) 
down  to  about  the  first  of  the  present  month;  and  makes  3,215,  in  number,, 
that  have  emigrated  on  their  own  resources  since  November,  1832.  I have 
already  remitted  to  agents,  to  pay  commutation  claims,  $5,800  more  than 
was  designated  (per  letter  dated  the  2d  of  May  last)  for  that  purpose.  This 
additional  call  will  make  the  sum  amount  to  about  ^30,000  applied  to  inde- 
pendent emigration  within  the  year  commencing  as  above  stated. 

Not  being  advised  of  the  intentions  of  Government  in  relation  to  paying 
those  who  emigrate  on  their  own  resources  after  the  commencement  of  the 
present  month,  and  believing  that  some  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  re- 
munerate the  Government  for  expenditures  that  may  have  occurred  in  pre- 
parations to  remove  the  Indians,  1 have  deemed  it  well  to  direct  Lieutenants 
Stephenson  and  Rains  not  to  pay  any  commutation  to  Choctaws  that  reach 
their  districts  after  the  first  of  this  month,  until  further  instructed  in  relation 
to  that  duty. 

This  being  the  last  year  for  emigrating,  it  is  questionable  with  me 
whether  those  that  have  refused  or  neglected  the  call  of  Government  to 
remove  have  not  forfeited  all  claim  to  remuneration,  should  they  subse- 
quently go,  on  their  own  expenses,  to  their  new  country;  and,  particularly, 
all  those  who  held  out  promises  to  the  agents  that  they  would  rendezvous 
and  emigrate  with  them,  thereby  causing  expensive  preparations  to  be  made 
on  their  account.  It  is  on  this  account,  more  particularly,  that  I have  giveu 
the  directions  as  above;  believing  that  many  of  those  Choctaws  who  engaged 
to  emigrate,  and  then  refused  to  do  so,  will  find  their  way  to  the  new  coun- 
try in  the  course  of  the  coming  winter  and  spring;  when  by  having 
a list  of  the  delinquents,  and  which  no  doubt  can  be  furnished  by  the  agent® 
sent  into  the  country  to  enrol  them,  the  proper  stoppages  can  be  made.. 
This  course  is  suggested;  and,  if  approved,  I wish  instructions  in  relation 
thereto. 

Some  data  ought  to  be  fixed,  when  all  expenses  connected  with  the  Choc- 
taw removal,  as  well  as  subsistence,  shall  cease.  For  the  latter,  the  termi- 
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nation  of  next  year  (1834)  will,  I presume,  close  that  branch  of  expenditure. 
Bnt  in  relation  to  migratory  expenses,  such  as  ferriages,  &c.,  unless  some 
data  is  fixed  upon  and  made  known,  claims  of  that  description  will  have  no 
end.  Connected  with  this,  the  vagrant  manner  and  character  of  indepen- 
dent migrations,  the  parties  being  small  and  generally  destitute,  many  claims, 
will  be  got  up  for  feeding  poor  and  needy  emigrating  Choctaws;  and,  per- 
haps, not  all  of  them  within  the  compass  of  strict  justice.  That  the  emig;ra- 
tion  will  be  continued  for  years,  I do  not,  in  the  least,  doubt,  I therefore 
think  it  well  for  the  community,  as  well  as  for  the  Indians,  that  a period  be 
fixed  on  and  promulgated,  when  all  expenses  incident  [to  the  removal  and 
subsistence  of  the  Choctaws  shall  cease  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

1 have  the  hon®^  to  be,  ^ 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  CapL  U.  S,  A., 
Principal  Disbursing  Jlgent  Indian  removaL 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G*  S.,  Washington  City. 


• ■*  , 

Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  21,  1833. 

Sir:  The  present  season’s  emigration  of  Choctaws,  under  the  direction  of 
agents,  (and  a meagre  out  it  is  for  so  much,  drumming,)  have  passed  this. 
The  party  that  goes  to  the  Red  river  section  numbers  641,  is  in  charge  of 
Captain  Page,  are  all  in  excellent  health,  and  well  conducted.  The  season 
is  yet  fine,  roads  good:  hence,  no  doubt  is  entertained  but  the  emigrants  wull 
reach  their  locations  west  before  the  cold  season  sets  in. 

The  party  that  goes  to  Fort  Smith,  190  or  thereabouts,  and  conducted  by 
Mr.  Miller,  assistant  agent,  will,  in  all  probability,  reach  the  agency  by  the 
first  of  next  month. 

It  is  not  probable  that  any  new  issuing  depots  will  be  established  in  the 
Choctaw  country  the  ensuing  year;  at  least  the  present  number  will  not  be 
increased:  and  as  the  number  of  Indians  to  be  subsisted,  after  the  close  of  the 
present  year,  will  be  small,  it  is  believed  that  some  reduction  of  expenditure 
for  assistance  can  be  made  so  soon  as  Lieutenants  Van  Horne  and  Simonton 
shall  have  reached  their  new  stations.  Lieutenant  Stephenson  will  have 
4^including  new  emigration)  about  2,600  emigrants  to  issue  to.  Lieutenant 
Ilains  will  have  about  1,000  to  issue  to.  As  these  numbers  will  be  dimin- 
ishing daily,  it  is  believed  that  Lieutenants  Stephenson  and  Simonton,  with  . 
the  aid  of  one  of  the  persons  now  employed  there,  and  a clerk,  will  be  suf-* 
ficient  for  the  Red  river  districts.  That  Lieutenants  Rains  and  Van  Horne, 
with  a clerk,  can  make  the  issues,  and  attend  to  every  other  duty  connected 
with  the  subsistence  of  the  Indians  in  the  Arkansas  district.  By  this  ar- 
Tangement,  the  services  of  two  of  those  employed,  one  at  each  station,  can 
he  dispensed  with. 

The  services  of  Assistant  Agent  Fulton,  as  issuing  agent  in  the  new  Choc- 
taw country,  will  not  be  required  after  Lieut.  Van  Horne  reaches  the  agency 
near  Fort  Smith,  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U,  S.  4^^. 

Principal  Dishirrsing  £gmt  Indian  removaL 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.p  Washington f D.  C. 
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0 Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  25,  1833. 

Sir:  I cover,  herewith,  statement  of  funds  in  hand  applicable  to  the  remo- 
val and  subsistence  ojftMfe  Seneca  and  Shawnee  Indians. 

Very  respectfully, 

1 have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  C.  S.  A., 
Principal  DisbiPrsing  Agent  Indian  removaL 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

0.  G.  S,,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  30,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  abstracts  of  disbursements  for 
subsistence,  transportation,  and  contingencies,  per  account  of  the  removal 
and  subsistence  of  Choctaws  for  the  month  of  November,  1833.  No  dis- 
bursements have  been  made  on  account  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the 
Senecas  and  Shawnees  per  present  month. 

I leave  this  to-day  for  New  Orleans  for  funds,  and  shall  be  here  again  by 
the  20th,  certainly  by  the  25th  proximo.  Your  letter  dated  the  3d  of  Oc- 
tober is  the  latest  date  that  has  reached  this  office. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt.  U.  S.  A., 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removaL 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Nov.  25,  1833. 

Sir:  I transmit,  herewith,  a statement  of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  this 
office,  appertaining  to  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Choctaws,  and  so 
arranged  as  to  cover  all  transactions  to  the  close  of  the  present  year.  Also, 
is  herewith,  an  estimate  of  funds  for  the  1st  and  2d  quarters  of  1834. 

The  statement  has  been  prepared  with  care,  and,  so  far  as  data  is  given, 
the  details  will  be  found  correct.  Such  transactions  as  are  now  maturing 
will  not,  when  niatured,  be  found  to  vary  much  from  the  exhibit.  From 
this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  thirty-two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars  and  seventeen  cents  v»rill  be  wanted  to  close  the  transactions 
of  this  year,  and  if  the  sum  of  my  estimate  for  the  4th  (present)  quarter, 
amounting  to  forty-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  and 
twelve  cents,  has  not,  on  the  receipt  of  this,  been  required  from  me,  I must  re- 
quest that  the  sum  above  named  be  placed  to  my  credit  in  New  Orleans  as 
early  as  practicable  after  the  receipt  of  this. 

As  the  expenditures  under  estimate  will  be  principally  confined  to  the 
payment  of  subsistence  for  Indioins,  and  as  the  first  payments  will  not  be 
made  until  June  next,  I have  deemed  it  best  to  make  the  estimate  for  the 
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two  first  quarters,  believing  that  it  would  be  equally  acceptable,  as  welkas 
commodious,  to  furnish  for  the  two  quarters  at  once,  as  to  furnish  them  se- 
parately, particularly  in  this  instance,  as  but  little,  if  any,  will  be  wanted  in 
the  first  quarter.  This  supposes  the  prompt  remittance  of  the  sum  above 
named. 

It  will  be  seen  that  my  estimate  does  not  embrace  funds  to  meet  commu- 
tation claims  of  emigrants  moving  on  their  own  resources. 

I wish  the  funds  required  by  the  estimate  herewith  to  be  deposited  for  my 
reception  in  the  city  of  New  York  or  of  Boston. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U,  S.  A., 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removaL 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Nov,  25,  1833. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  covering  estimate  of  funds  for  the  1st  and  2d  quarters 
of  1834,  it  will  be  seen  that  I have  requested  the  deposite  of  the  sum  of  that 
estimate  to  be  made  in  the  city  of  New  York  or  Boston,  Mass.,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  bring  me  as  near  to  my  family  as  possible  when  it  shall  be 
found  necessary  to  make  the  journey  for  the  funds.  By  this  course  no  time 
will  be  lost;  yet,  at  the  same  time,  it  will  afibrdme  an  opportunity  of  spend- 
ing a few  hours  with  my  family,  (residing  at  Boston,)  from  whom  I have 
been  absent  three  years,  and  whom  it  is  necessary  I should  visit  next  spring. 
I shall  feel  greatly  obliged  by  being  early  informed  in  relation  to  this  re- 
quest. 

As  the  money  will  not  be  wanted  until  the  last  of  May  or  the  first  of  June 
next,  I have  fixed  upon  April  to  leave  this  for  the  funds,  and  can  call  at 
Washington,  and  get  the  order  of  deposite  there,  should  such  by  you  be  deem- 
ed expedient;  if  not,  I must  then  request  that  the  notice  of  deposite  be  made 
known  to  me  in  time  to  enable  me  to  leave  this  for  the  funds  at  the  period 
above  named. 

Very  respectfully, 

. ' Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Capt,  U.  S,  A,, 
PriHiCipal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,,  Washington^  D.  €. 


Little  Bock,  A.  T.,  Dec,  21,  1833. 

Sir:  1 arrived  at  this  place  last  evening,  (having  been  absent  to  New  Or- 
leans for  funds,)  and  have  to  acknowledgethe^  receipt  of  your  communications 
dated  the  6th  and  8th  ultimo,  with  copies  of  fetters  as  therein  referred  to. 
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The  notice  of  deposite  of  $2,000,  applicable  to  expenditures  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  Creek  Indians,  has  been  received. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U.  S.  A,, 
Principal  Disbursing  Jigeni  Indian  removal. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

0.  G.  S.,  Washington^  D.  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  December  22,  1833, 
Sir:  Lieutenant  Stephenson  desires  to  be  informed  whether  he  shall  con- 
tinue to  register  and  furnish  with  provisions  such  emigrant  Choctaws  as  may 
arrive  after  the  close  of  the.  present  year,  to  which  I have  replied,  and  di- 
rected him  to  continue  to  register  and  furnish  provisions  to  the  emigrants 
until  otherwise,  and  more  particularly  instructed  in  relation  thereto.  My 
views  of  the  treaty  and  its  obligations  are  these:  that,  although  the  period 
stipulated  for  their  removal  closes  with  the  present  year,  and  consequently 
closes  all  expenses  incident  to  migration,  yet,  should  the  emigrants  reach 
their  new  country  any  time  within  the  year  1834,  they  would  be  entitled 
to  subsistence  up  to  the  close  of  that  year;  that  is,  from  the  period  of  arrival. 
To  be  more  fully  understood:  say  that  a party  arrives  on  the  31st  January, 
1834,  they  will  be  entitled  to  subsistence  to  the  31st  December  following — ■ 
eleven  months.  Thus,  all  that  reach  their  new  country  within  the  year  of 
1834,  to  be  subsisted  from  the  date  of  arrival  to  the  close  of  said  year. 

If  my  co;nstruction  in  relation  to  the  furnishing,  as  above  stated,  is  incor- 
rect, I must  request  to  be  so  informed,  and  without  delay,  that  early  instruc- 
tions may  be  given  to  agents  to  cease  making  issues  to  emigrants  arriving 
after  the  close  of  the  present  year. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Captain  U,  S.  A., 
Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  8.,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Baltimore,  February  23,  1831. 

General:  I see  by  the  National  Intelligencer  that  the  Choctaw  treaty  has 
been  ratified  by  the  Senate. 

You  were  so  good  as  to  say  that,  in  the  event  of  the  removal  of  those 
Indians,  you  could  probably  offer  me  a situation  in  assisting  to  supply  them 
with  provisions.  If  nothing  has  occurred  to  change  your  intention,  will 
you  please  inform  me,  as  it  is  my  intention  at  present  to  leave  here  for  my 
station  on  Red  river  about  the  1st  of  March. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedfent  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 

Captain  Sd  Infantry, 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  8.,  Washington  City, 
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Baltimore,  February  26,  1831. 

General:  I wrote  to  you  on  the  23d  instant  on  the  subject  of  the  remo- 
val of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  and  stated  that  I would  probably  leave  here  for 
Red  river  about  the  1st  of  March.  It  is  now  my  intention  to  leave  this 
place  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  Marcl^  (unless  advised  by  you  to  the  con- 
trary.) 

Will  you  please  inform  me  as  to  the  probability  of  the  removal  of  those 
Indians,  and,  if  they  are  to  be  removed,  whether  or  not  you  will  require  my 
services? 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 

Captain  6d  Infantry, 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Head  Quarters  7th  Infantry, 

Cantonment  Gibson,  Jan,  15,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  say,  that  your  letter  of  the  30th  November  was 
received  by  the  last  mail.  But,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  Colonel 
Arbuckle,  I fear  my  departure  for  Red  river  will  be  delayed  yet  some  days. 
I advised  the  commanding  officer.  Captain  W^ilkinson,  of  your  instructions; 
but,  in  consequence  of  the  very  temporary  nature  of  his  command,  he  ap- 
pears reluctant  to  designate  an  officer  to  relieve  me  in  the  Subsistence,  Quar- 
termaster, and  Ordnance  Departments,  over  all  of  which  I have  the  honor  to 
preside.  I am  yet  undecided  what  route  I shall  take,  but  believe  that  fur- 
ther instructions  will  reach  me  sooner  at  the  Little  Rock,  in  this  Territory, 
than  elsewhere. 

I am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  CARTER, 

Lieut,,  Assistant  Commisssary  Subsistence  7th  Infantry, 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Baltimore,  March  5,  1831. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  order  from 
the  Adjutant  General’s  office,  directing  me  to  repair  to  Fort  Smith,  Arkan- 
sas, and  there  await  your  instructions.  I will  accordingly  set  off  immediately 
for  that  place. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  mdst  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 

Captain  6d  Infantry, 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,  Washington  City, 
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Cantonment  Gibson,  Jan,  25,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  my  return  of  provisions  for  the  pre- 
sent month,  together  with  the  necessary  vouchers;  also,  an  account  current 
of  this  quarter.  I hope  my  accounts  will  appear  as  presented. 

I leave  this  post  in  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  to-morrow,  and  hope  that  the  information  I shall  acquire  will  be 
acceptable.  The  journey  will  be  performed  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
I have  freely  consulted  with  Colonel  Arbuckle,  (who  has  been  my  adviser 
ever  since  I have  had  the  honor  to  serve  under  him^)  and  shall,  in  conformi- 
ty with  his  advice,  remain  at  Washington,  Hempstead  count)^,  in  this  Ter- 
ritory, until  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  further  instruc- 
tions from  you. 

Lieutenant  Stephenson  has  superseded  me  in  the  office  of  assistant  com- 
missary of  subsistence  at  this  post;  and,  should  you  think  it  to  my  interest 
to  remain  in  the  duty  to  which  I am  assigned,  I shall  feel  flattered  in  further- 
ing your  views:  in  which  event,  I should  greatly  prefer  being  permitted  to 
establish  my  residence  at  this  post,  at  or  near  which  place  I should  like  my 
family  to  remain  on  account  of  medical  attendance.  It  would  subject  me 
to  some  inconvenience  to  attend  issues  on  the  other  river;  but  this  would  be 
greatly  preferred  to  remaining  there  permanently. 

I am,  sir,  with  much  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  CARTER, 

Lieut. ^ and  Assistant  Commissary  Subsistence  1th  Infantry. 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Washington,  Hempstead  County,  A.  T.,  Feb.  9,  1831. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  1 reached  this  place  on  the  8th 
instant,  on  my  way  to  the  vicinity  of  Cantonment  Towson.  I am  pleased 
to  have  it  in  my  power  to  say  that  I believe  any  expectation  of  the  depart- 
ment will  be  realized.  My  report  on  the  subject  will  be  made  as  soon  as  I 
have  visited  the  upper  white  settlement  on  this  river. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  CARTER,  A.  C.  S. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S , Washington  City. 


Washington,  March  21,  1831. 

Dear  Sir:  Allow  me  to  recommend  to  you,  as  a proper  person  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  Captain  James  V.  Walker  of  Russell- 
ville, Kentucky. 

Captain  Walker  is  the  son  of  an  old  friend  of  the  President,  who  died  in 
Congress  some  years  since.  He  is  well  calculated  for  the  service,  and  highly 
worthy  of  your  confidence.  He  is  a relation  of  mine,  and  his  appointment 
will  confer  on  me  a lasting  obligation. 

Your  friend, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

General  Gibson. 
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Washington,  Hempstead  County,  A.  T.,  Feh,  17,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  say  that,  in  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the 
SOth  November  last,  I have  visited  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Canton- 
ment "Towson,  and  all  the  principal  settlements  in  Hempstead  and  Sevier 
counties,  which,  together  with  the  counties  of  Lafayette,  Clark,  and 
Union,  that  are  also  proximate  to  the  Choctaw  country,  will,  I have  no  doubt, 
be  able  to  supply  the  provisions  requisite  to  subsist  the  Indians  expected  to 
emigrate  to  this  country.  This  opinion  is  founded  more  upon  the  repre- 
sentations of  intelligent  gentlemen  of  the  country,  whose  veracity  cannot 
be  questioned,  than  upon  personal  observation.  Every  proper  exertion  has 
also  been  used  to  induce  the  farmers  of  Hempstead  and  Sevier  counties  to 
engage  largely  in  the  cultivation  of  corn,  as  it  is  from  these  two  counties 
that  the  supply  must  be  furnished:  and  I am  gratified  in  being  able  to  report 
that  this  part  of  the  ration  will  be  abundant,  and  can  be  furnished  at  a mode- 
rately cheap  rate  by  the  ensuing  fall. 

Establishments  for  the  manufactory  of  salt,  in  this  part  of  the  country^ 
are  very  numerous,  and  will,  at  any  time,  be  ready  to  furnish  the  required 
quantity  of  this  article.  I am  assured  that,  at  this  moment,  the  four  coun- 
ties nearest  the  Choctaw  country  can  furnish  at  least  1,500  beeves,  any  num- 
ber of  hogs,  6,000  bushels  of  corn,  and  salt  in  large  quantities.  But  sup- 
posing this  an  exaggerated  account,  I am  convinced  the  settlements  on  the 
Arkansas  river  will  more  than  make  up  any  deficiency,  and  many  on  that 
river  would  be  glad,  no  doubt,  to  participate  in  the  contracts.  I here  beg 
leave,  therefore,  respectfully  to  suggest  to  the  department  the  propriety  of 
making  five  or  six  instead  of  one  general  contract:  this  will  enable  many  to 
participate,  who,  under  other  circumstances,  would  be  left  almost  entirely  to 
the  mercy  of  speculators,  and  result,  I think,  in  a saving  to  the  Government. 
The  salt  should  be  contracted  for  separately,  and  the  other  parts  of  the  ration 
in  five  diflferent  contracts.  The  expense  of  transporting  these  articles  from 
this  part  of  the  country  to  some  convenient  place  for  issue  will  be  conside- 
rable, and  at  the  present  no  method  presents  itself  by  which  the  difficulty  can 
be  obviated. 

It  is  generally  supposed  here^  from  the  representations  of  Colonel  Gaines, 
the  gentleman  who  accompanied  the  exploring  party,  that  a large  number 
of  the  Choctaws  will  settle  west  of  Kiamichi  river:  should  this  be  the  case, 
the  most  convenient  place  for  issues  will  be  near  the  junction  of  that  river 
with  Red  river,  where  I believe  the  different  parts  of  the  ration  may  be  de- 
livered hy  contract  at  nearly  the  following  prices,  viz. 

Beef  or  pork  at  from  - - $2  50  to  ^3  00  per  hd.  lbs. 

Corn  - - - . 871  to  1 12i  per  bushel. 

Salt  (by  measurement)  - - 1 12|  to  1 2S  do.  do. 

Such  is  the  scarcity  of  money  in  the  country,  and  so  great  the  demand  for 
it,  that  I cannot  but  believe,  if  due  notice  is  given,  that  the  contracts  will  be 
taken  at  very  fair  prices:  should  meal  be  substituted  for  corn,  the  change 
will  be  attended  by  considerable  increase  of  expense,  and  will  frequently 
render  a compliance  with  engagements  almost  impracticable.  There  are 
yet  two  large  settlements  that  I have  been  prevented  from  visiting  by  high 
water.  Should  any  thing  new  occur,  it  will  be  immediately  communicated. 

I shall  be  extremely  anxious  to  return  to  Cantonment  Gibson,  unless  my 
remaining  here  can  subserve  your  views.  Be  so  good  as  to  have  your 


547  [ 512  3 

wishes  communicated  to  me  at  this  place  as  soon  as  convenience  will  per- 
mit. 

I am;  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  CARTER,  C.  S. 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson,  C,  G,  S, 

Washington  D.  C, 


Dumfries,  tJlpril  6,  1831. 

Dear  General:  It  was  suggested  to  me  some  time  since,  by  a friend,, 
that  the  necessity  for  additional  clerks  in  your  department  was  rendered 
certain  by  the  increase  of  business  growing  out  of  the  subsistence  of  the 
Indians,  and  that  I had  better  make  a direct  application  to  you.  I,  however,^ 
deferred  doing  so,  notwithstanding  the  failure  of  my  application  for  the 
appointment  of  Indian  commissary,  and  I should  not  trouble  you  now,  but 
for  the  occurrence  of  a misfortune  to  me,  within  the  last  twenty-four  hours, 
by  which  I am  bereaved  of  my  only  means  of  support.  The  freshet  hag 
swept  off  my  mill-dam,  and  I am,  I fear,  unable  to  erect  another.  The 
erection  of  it  cost  about  S300,  and  at  a dry  season  of  the  year.  If  I could 
get  some  employment,  I am  sure,  by  economy,  I should  be  enabled  to  do  itf 
and,  with  that  view,  I now  apply.  Accumulated  misfortunes  have  nearly 
crushed  me,  and  the  only  hope  left  is,  on  those  of  my  friends  who  have  it 
in  their  power  to  aid  me.  I once  applied  for  the  Consulate  at  Tangiers,  at 
the  period  it  was  given  to  Captain  Mallory  by  President  Monroe,  and  I 
presume  it  is  again  vacant,  Captain  Mallory  having  died  lately.  Such  a 
situation,  beyond  any  other,  would  be  most  agreeable  to  me;  and,  if  I could 
obtain  it,T  should  not  fear  for  a want  of  capacity  to  fill  the  station,  or  consti- 
tution to  suit  the  climate. 

In  the  hope  that  you  will  assist  me  to  an  appointment, 

I remain,  your  obliged, 

And  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN.  • 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


Washington,  Arkansas,  March  20,  1831. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you , that,  having  seen  Lieutenant  Stephen- 
son in  a recent  visit  to  the  upper  settlements,  I have  concluded  that  my 
remaining  here  longer  is  unnecessary.  I have  therefore  determined  tG 
^return  to  Cantonment  Gibson  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  CARTER, 

Lieut,  and  ^Assistant  Com.  Sub.  7tk  Infantry. 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Fort  Smith,  tApril  13,  1831. 

General:  Owing,  I presume,  to  the  great  length  of  time  it  requires  for 
a letter  to  reach  this  place  from  Washington,  your  instructions  have  not  beea 
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received  by  me.  I find  the  buildings  of  the  old  fort  in  a much  worse  condi- 
tion than  I had  anticipated;  the  floors,  doors,  and  windows,  are  destroyed, 
and  logs  torn  out  of  the  bodies  of  most  of  the  houses;  the  sills  and  bottom 
logs  in  all  are  decaying  rapidly,  and  the  houses  sinking  to  the  ground;  the 
roofs  are  falling  in  on  many,  and  much  decayed  on  all. 

1 will  repair  some  of  the  buldings  as  they  now  stand,  to  answer  a tempo- 
rary puipose;  and,  by  taking  down  others  that  are  too  much  decayed  to  be 
of  any  service  as  they  now  are,  I will  get  logs  to  erect  a building  on 
other  sites.  The  detachment  ordered  from  Cantonment  Gibson  to  repair 
the  buildings  has  not  yet  arrived. 

I apprehend  that  the  resources  of  this  Territory  have  been  greatly  exag- 
gerated. In  travelling  by  land  from  Little  Rock  to  this  place,  I took  ever3r 
opportunity  to  ascertain  the  probable  quantity  of  beef  cattle,  and  corn,  that 
could  be  purchased.  Corn  is  scarce  on  the  river  below  this  place,  and,  un- 
less the  Creek  Indians  have  corn  to  sell,  I am  induced  to  believe  that  no 
considerable  quantity  could  be  purchased  on  the  Arkansas  river.  I am  in- 
formed that  many  beef  cattle  have  been  sent  to  New  Orleans  during  the 
present  spring,  and  that  many  died  last  winter  owing  to  the  severity  of  the 
weather. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 

Captain  3d  Infantry, 

To  Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson,  • 

C.  G,  S,,  Washington  City, 


Fort  Smith,  April  23,  1831. 


General:  I wrote  to  you  on  the  13th  inst.,  informing  you  that  no  in- 
structions had  been  received  by  me,  and  that  the  detachments  ordered  from 
Cantonment  Gibson,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  buildings,  had  not  ar- 
rived. I am  still  left  in  the  same  situation,  and,  as  I cannot  anticipate  your 
instructions,  I am  unable  to  make  any  arrangements  until  they  are  received: 
no  Washington  mail  is  expected  at  this  place  until  the  26th  inst. ; the  mail 
that  should  have  left  here  on  the  16th  inst.  on  its  way  to  Little  Rock,  &c., 
failed. 

The  business  season  on  this  river  is  pissing  off  rapidly.  The  river  is  now  so 
low  that  I doubt  if  steamboats  could  come  to  this  place:  a rise  is  expected 
next  month,  but  the  navigation  of  the  Arkansas  is  so  very  precarious  that  no 
certain  calculation  can  be  made  on  steamboats  running  to  this  place.  By  a 
reference  to  papers  printed  at  Little  Rock,  you  may  see  that  great  complaint 
is  made  about  the  failure  of  mails  for  some  time  past.  I regret  the  irregu- 
larity very  much,  as  it  may  thrown  many  obstacles  in  the  way  of  my  opera- 
tions in  this  country. 

I am,  sir, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 


Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  /S'.,  Washington  City. 


Captain  3d  Infantry. 
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Fort  Smith,  April,21y  1831. 

General:  I wrote  to  you  on  the  23d  instant,  informing  you  that  no  in- 
structions had  been  received  from  you.  The  mail  due  at  this  place  yester- 
day failed  to  arrive:  consequently,  I am  still  without  your  instructions.  The 
mail  to  this  place  is  so  uncertain  that  no  calculation  can  be  made  on  receiv- 
ing letters.  I send  this  to  Little  Rock  by  private  conveyance,  to  be  mailed 
at  that  place.  Will  you  please  send  a duplicate  of  your  instructions,  as  I 
apprehend  that  the  original  has  been  lost  on  the  way? 

The  detachment  from  Cantonment  Gibson  arrived  at  this  place  last  eve- 
ning. I will  immediately  commence  repairing  the  buildings  for  store- 
houses. 

I am,  sir,  'lyith  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 
Captain  3d  Infantry, 

To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  Washington  City, 

■ ■ 

Fort  Smith,.  May  6,  1831. 

General:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  enclose  a copy  of  a letter  writ- 
ten to  you  on  the  27th  ultimo.  The  mail  due  here  on  the  3d  instant  ar- 
Tived,  but  brought  me  nothing  from  you. 

The  season  for  boating  on  the  Arkansas  river  is  passing  away:  the  water 
is  now  almost  as  low  as  it  usually  is  in  the  summer. 

From  a letter  received  from  Colonel  Arbuekle,  he  presumes  that  the  men 
of  his  regiment,  at  this  place,  will  receive  extra  pay  for  work  done  on  pub- 
lic buildings.  I will  thank  you  for  information  on  that  subject.  An  ac- 
count of  the  days  they  work  will  be  kept,  and  muster-rolls  made  out,  to  be 
used  if  necessary,  ' 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 
Captain  3d  Infantry, 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Fort  Smith,  May  10,  1831. 

General:  Your  communication  of  the  31st  March  ultimo,  accompanied 
by  a set  of  forms  for  issues  tO' Indians,  blank  contracts,  &c.,  was  received 
by  this  day^s  mail.  It  is  now,"!  fear,  reduced  to  a certainty  that  your  let- 
ter of  instructions  has  been  lost  on  the  way  to  this  place.  It  places  me  in 
a very  unpleasant  situation,  as  I have  no  doubt  you  have  required  arrange- 
ments to  be  made  which  I cannot  do  for  want  of  instructions:  should,  how- 
ever, any  Choctaw  Indians  arrive  at  this  place,  I will  use  every  effort  to 
supply  them  with  provisions,  presuming  that  it  is  your  wish  that  it  should 
be  done.  I am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

. ' Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 
Captain  3d  Infantry, 

To  Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,p  Washington  City, 
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Fort  Smith,  May  17,  1831. 

General:  Your  letters  of  5th  and  8th  April  ultimo,  accompanied  by  an 
extract  of  a report  of  Messrs.  Gaines  and  Reynolds  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
also  two  packets  of  forms,  were  received  by  this  day’s  mail. 

I will  proceed,  as  directed,  to  Little  Rock,  and,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
report  on  the  subject  required  by  your  order  of  5th  April. 

I have  instructed  Lieutenant  Rains,  who  has  command  of  the  detachment 
of  the  7th  infantry  at  this  place,  to  continue  the  repairs  of  the  public  build- 
ings for  store-houses. 

With  great  respect, 

* Your  most  obedient  servant, 

I ■ J.  B.  CLARK, 

Captain  2>d  Infantry. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  /S'.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  May  23,  1831. 

General:  I had  the  honor,  on  the  17th  instant,  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  communications  of  5th  and  8th  of  April. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  place,  I received  yours  of  the  16th  and  20th  of 
April,  and  was  informed  by  the  postmaster  that  he  had,  a few  days  before, 
forwarded  to  Fort  Smith  two  letters  addressed  by  you  to  me:  they  will  not 
be  brought  back  before  the  2d  of  June. 

By  yours  of  the  8th  April,  I am  advised  that  a deposite  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  has  been  placed  to  my  credit  at  New  Orleans.  It  would  be  of  great 
advantage  and  convenience  in  my  operations  if  money  could  be  had  at  this 
place,  as,  in  making  payment  for  purchases,  I doubt  very  much  if  a check 
on  New  Orleans  would  be  received,  especially  where  the  amount  is  small; 
and  I am  informed  that  merchants  and  traders  take  very  little  money  from 
this  Territory  to  New  Orleans,  but  make  their  payments  principally  in  furs, 
skins,  and  the  produce  of  the  country:  consequently,  they  will  not  have  it 
in  their  power  to  cash  checks  drawn  on  that  place  to  any  large  amount.  I 
will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  inform  you  of  the  number  of  ox-teams  that  may 
probably  be  hired  from  citizens:  from  what  I can  learn,  I believe  that  a great- 
er number  of  horse  than  ox-teams  could  be  hired. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Capt.  U.  S.  Ji. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  *S'.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  May  24,  1831. 

General:  In  your  letter  of  the  5th  of  April,  you  say  the  following  is 
a suggestion  of  Messrs.  Gaines  and  Reynolds:  If  a deposite  of  twenty 
thousand  rations  of  good  bacon  or  salted  pork,  and  sweet  flour,  was  immedi- 
ately made  at  each  of  the  following  places,  viz.  Helena,  Little  Rock,  Washi^ 
ington,  &c.,  &c.” 
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Should  you  decide  on  having  a deposite  of  flour  and  pork  at  the  above 
places,  I presume  you  will  direct  the  purchase  to  be  made  by  Captain  J. 
P.  Taylor,  at  Louisville,  as  those  articles  could  not  be  had  here,  except  at 
a very  high  price;  and  Captain  Taylor  could  ship  the  quantity  required  at 
Helena  to  be  landed  at  that  place,  and  that  wanted  for  this  place  and  Waslv 
ington,  by  the  mouth  of  White  river,  to  this  place. 

I am,  sir,  with  much  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Captain  U.  S,  td. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  May  24,  1831. 

General:  In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  communication  of  the  5th  of 
April,  directing  me  to  inform  myself  as  to  the  supply  of  water  on  the  Fort 
Smith  route,  1 have  to  state  that,  in  travelling  from  that  place  a few  days 
since  by  land,  I made  inquiry  along  the  road,  and  learned  that,  when  the 
season  is  very  dry,  water  is  not  abundant;  but,  in  a general  way,  there  i sa 
sufficiency  for  travelling  purposes,  and,  from  the  very  great  number  of 
streams  on  the  way,  some  of  which  are  large,  I would  suppose  that  emigrants 
would  not  suffer  for  want  of  water. 

I believe  that  farmers  generally,  on  the  Arkansas  river  above  this  place, 
and  in  the  settlements  on  the  road,  &c.,  to  Fort  Smith,  have  planted  much 
more  corn  than  usual,  in  expectation  of  the  Indians  being  sent  that  route. 

In  relation  to  the  route  from  this  place  to  Washington,  I have  madejnqui- 
ryof  many  respectable  persons  who  have  travelled  it  frequently,  and  am  in- 
formed that  it  is  probably  as  well  supplied  with  water  as  any  part  of  the  Ter- 
ritory through  which  the  Indians  could  be  taken  to  their  new  home,  and 
some,  who  have  travelled  it  recently,  state  that  they  were  informed  that  pre- 
parations were  making  by  the  people  to  have  supplies  on  hand,  in  expectation 
of  the  Indians  going  that  route;  but,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  more  sa- 
tisfactorily, I will  go  myself  to  Washington. 

I believe  there  will  not  be  much,  if  any,  difficulty  in  purchasing  thirty 
ox-teams  as  directed  by  your  letter  of  the  16th  April:  it  will  be  more  diffi- 
cult to  procure  good  wagon-horses,  as  they  are  scarce,  and  held  at  a high 
price. 

Please  inform  me  the  probable  number  of  Indians  that  will  emigrate  dur- 
ing the  present  year. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Captain  U.  S.  Ji, 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  May  26,  1831. 

General:  Having  received  no  instructions  from  you  on  the  subject,  I 
am  at  a loss  to  know  whether  it  is  your  wish  that  the  Indians  shall  be  sup- 
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plied  by  special  purchase  on  the  route  from  where  they  may  cross  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  their  new  home,  or  by  contract. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Captain  U.  S,  Ji, 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  May  25,  1831/ 

General:  I have  made  an  advertisement  which  will  be  inserted  in  the 
two  papers  of  this  place,  requesting  proposals  to  be  made  for  furnishing  sixty 
pair  of  oxen,  (thirty  teams  of  four  each,)  between  the  age  of  five  and  nine 
years  old,  to  be  in  good  order,  well  broke  to  work,  and  no  ox  to  weigh  less 
than  six  hundred  pounds.  1 have  fixed  the  time  for  receiving  proposals  to  the 
6th  of  July  next,  and  the  delivery  of  the  oxen  between  the  20th  and  31st  of 
August.  I have  agreed  to  receive  proposals  for  any  number  between  three 
and  ten  pair,  so  that  those  who  have  but  few  to  sell  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  doing  so,  I have  also  advertised  that  I will  purchase  for  the  United 
States,  between  the  20th  and  31st  of  August  next,  fifty  good  substantial 
wagon-horses,  (ten  teams,)  between  the  age  of  five  and  eight  years  old,  fif- 
teen hands  high  and  upward.  Not  knowing  where ‘the  wagons  will  be  de- 
livered, or  where  they  will  be  first  required,  I have  fixed  this  as  the  place 
where  horses  and  oxen  will  be  received. 

The  highest  price,  I have  no  doubt,  will  be  expected  by  the  people  of  this 
Territory  for  every  thing  that  may  be  wanted  for  removing  or  subsisting 
Indians:  much,  I have  no  doubt,  will  depend  on  your  agents  for  carrying 
the  removal,  &c.,  into  operation.  I regret  that  some  of  them  have  not  ar- 
rived, as  the  extent  of  country  over  which  the  Indians  must  pass,  and  the 
scarcity  of  settlements  on  some  parts  of  the  roads,  and  consequently  of  sup- 
plies in  those  places,  will  require  the  unremitted  attention  and  exertions  of 
your  agents. 

Teamsters  for  the  wagons,  I presume,  will  have  to  be  employed,  and  I 
greatly  fear  that  the  number  that  will  be  required,  of  men  qualified,  will  be 
very  difficult  to  hire  in  this  country. 

I am,  sir, . . 

With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  CapU  U,  S,  ^. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.y  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  June  4,  1831. 

General:  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  23d  May,  I stated  my  belief  of  the 
advantage  that  would  result  from  having  money  at  this  place,  instead  of 
drawing  on  New  Orleans.  I am  now  more  fully  convinced  of  what  I then 
stated,  and  fear  that  drafts  would  not  be  received,-  particularly  for  small 
sums,  unless  cash  could  be  had  for  them  here. 
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The  amount  received  for  public  land  sold  here  is  very  inconsiderable, 
and  the  receiver  sent,  just  before  my  arrival,  what  was  on  hand  to  New  Or- 
leans: consequently,  but  little  can  be  expected  from  that  source.  Unless  an 
arrangement  can  be  made  to  pay  for  horses  and  oxen  at  the  time  of  purchase, 
I doubt  if  they  can  be  obtained, 

I find  that  persons  who  have  oxen  for  sale  expect  to  receive  for  them  from 
forty-five  to  sixty  dollars  a pair,  and  wagon-horses  are  dear  in  proportion: 
indeed,  they  seem  to  expect  a high  price  for  every  thing  that  will  be  re- 
quired for  Indians. 

I am,  sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Capt  U.  SI.  4. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  Jum  5, 1831. 

General:  In  reply  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  of  April,  direct- 
ing me  to  ascertain  if  ox-teams  can  be  hired  from  citizens,  and  in  what  num- 
bers, 1 have  to  state  that  all  the  information  I have  been  able  to  collect,  is, 
that  there  are  not  a great  number  of  ox-teams  in  the  country,  and  it  is  doubt- 
ful what  number  can  be  had  at  the  time  they  will  be  required,  as  farmers 
gather  their  corn  about  that  period.  .1  presume,  however,  that  several  can 
be  hired.  There  are,  I believe,  more  horse  than  ox-teams  in  this  Territory. 

I am  informed  that  some  of  the  Choctaws  have  slaves:  please  inform  me 
if  they  are  to  be  subsisted,  &c,,  as  the  Indians. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Capt.  V.  SI.  4. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  June  3,  1831. 

General:  I have  just  returned  from  an  excursion  to  the  south,  made 
with  a view  to  ascertain  if  supplies  can  be  had  for  Indians  in  the  event  of 
the  route  by  the  way  of  Washington,  in  Hempstead  county,  being  selected. 

I am  induced  to  believe,  should  the  season  prove  favorable  for  raising 
corn,  there  will  be  a sufficiency  for  the  Indians  while  on  their  way  between 
this  place  and  Washington,  but  as  the  settlements  on  some  parts  of  the  road 
are  distant  from  each  other,  say  nine,  twelve,  and  fourteen  miles  from  house 
to  house,  and  but  little  if  any  thing  to  be  purchased  at  some  of  them,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  have  deposites  at  convenient  distances. 

I am  apprehensive  that  there  will  be  a scarcity  of  water  on  some  parts  of 
the  route;  not  greater,  perhaps,  than  any  on  other  that  might  he  selected 
through  this  Territory. 

Difficulties  in  obtaining  supplies  on  some  parts  of  any  route  that  may  be 
selected,  will  no  dcfubt  occur:  to  remove  them  as  far  as  practicable  will  re- 
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quire  great  attention.  Allow  me,  respectfully,  to  ask  if  it  would  not  be  well 
to  send  your  agents  on  as  soon  as  convenient,  that  they  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  gaining  as  much  information  as  possible  of  the  resources  of  the 

Territory. 

I am?  sir. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  CLARK,  CapL  U.  S. 


To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.f  Washington  City. 


Washington,  July  5, 1831. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  my  appointment,  I have  the  honor  to  report  for  duty, 
forthwith,  in  your  department. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 
Special  Indian  Jigent. 

To  Major  James  H.  Hook, 

A.  C.  G.  of  Subdisteyic-Bf  Washington.  \ 


Little  Rock,  June  16,  1831. 

General:  Mr.  Folsom,  a Choctaw,  passed  through  this  place  yesterday, 
on  his  return  to  the  Choctaw  nation  from  a visit  to  their  new  country,  made 
for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  himself  and  friends  as  to  the  quality  of  the  land, 
&c.,and  to  select  a residence.  He  is  an  intelligent  man,  and  gives  a very  favor- 
able account  of  their  new  country:  he  thinks  it  superior  to  that  they  are 
about  to  leave.  He  conversed  with  many  of  the  Choctaws  who  have  already 
removed,  and  states  that  they  are  generally  much  pleased  with  the  exchange. 
His  report  will,  no  doubt,  have  a good  effect  on  his  return  home. 

Mr.  Folsom  travelled  the  road  from  Cantonment  Towson  to  Washington, 
Rnd  stlttes  that  it  is  passable  for  wagons;  that  there  are  settlements  more  than 
half  the  distance:;  and  he  thinks  there  will  be  a sufficient  supply  of  water  for 
the  Indians  on  that  route. 

I am,  sir, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Capt.  U.  S.  Ji. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

O.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  July  2,  1831. 

General:  I had  the  honor  on  the  1st  instant  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yours  of  the  4th  June,  and  informed  you  that  your  letter  pf  the  11th  April 
had  not  been  received.  It  is  remarkable  that  neither  theffirst  or  duplicate  of 
your  letter  of  that  date  had  not  come  to  hand.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted, 
as  I presume  it  contains  instructions,  the  object  of  which  may  be  retarded  or 
destroyed  in  consequence  of  its  loss. 
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Previous  to  leaving  Fort  Smith,  I was  informed  by  Captain  McClellan, 
the  Choctaw  sub  agent,  that  the  number  of  Choctavvs  then  on  the  Arkansas 
%yas  very  small.  My  impression  is;  he  stated  they  did  not  exceed  iif- 
teen,  and  that  he  had  made  a temporary  arrangement  to  supply  them,  with 
rations.  As  I had  received  no  specific  instructions  as  to  the  nature  of  my 
duties  in  this  country,  I did  not  interfere  with  his  arrangements.  I have 
written  to  him,  requesting  that  they  may  continue  to  be  supplied  for  the 
present,  and  that  I will  pay  for  the  amount  issued.  I presume  it  is  your 
intention  to  have  an  agent  in  that  part  of  the  country  to  issue  to  the  Indians 
that  may  settle  there. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 

Captain  U*  <S.  A7'my, 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  iS.,  Washington  City. 


Louisville,  tTtf/y  17,  1 S3 1. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  my  instructions,  I have  to  report  my  arrival  at 
this  place  on  my  way  to  Little  Rock,  where  I expect  to  be  ten  days  hence. 

I learn  that  the  Arkansas  river  is  high;  and,  from  what  Captain  Taylor 
told  me  last  evening,  1 think  it  not  unlikely  he  will  ship  the  provisions 
,in  time  to  avail  the  department  of  that  facility.  If  he  does  not  immediate- 
ly, I shall  leave  in  the  Niagara,  the  first  boat  for  the  Mississippi. 

Permit  me  to  suggest,  as  points  of  embarkation,  per  steamboats,  for  the 
northwestern  district,  Memphis;  for  the  southeastern,  Natchez.  The  land- 
ing of  the  first  at  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  or,  if  the  water  permits,  Little  Rock; 
of  the  last,  at  Alexandria,  (rapids  of  Red  river,)  or  at  Natchitoches,  if  the 
river  is  high  enough,  'fhe  young  men  could  lake  their  pack-horses  across 
the  Mississippi,  and  through  the  swamps,  to  the  points  of  debarkation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  dgent. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Little  Rock,  July  3,  1832. 

General:  In  consequence  of  the  high  price  demanded  for  horses  and 
oxen  in  this  country,  (which  will  nearly  exhaust  the  amount  of  money  I 
have  on  hand  to  purchase  the  number  of  teams  required  by  your  letter  of 
the  16th  April,)  I have  to  request  that  you  will  please  cause  an  additional 
remittance  to  .be  made  to  me  on  account  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of 
Indians.  I fear  that  I will  not  have  it  in  my  power  to  purchase  teams  at 
less  than  the  following  rates,  viz. 

50  horses,  say  at  SO  dollars  each  - - - -^4,000 

60  pair  of  oxen,  at  60  dollars  per  pair  - - 3,600 
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Assuming  that  to  be  about  the  rate  at  which  purchases  can  be  made,  it 
will  leave  less  than  2,400  dollars  on  hand  applicable  to  the  purchases  of 
supplies  for  Indians,  and  incidental  expenses. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.i  Washington  City* 


Louisville,  Jul^  20,  1831. 

Sir:  I had  intended  leaving  yesterday,  in  the  Niagara,  for  White  river; 
but,  just  before  starting.  Captain  Taylor  suggested  I should  accompany  and 
take  charge  of  the  supplies  for  the  Indians:  to  which  I agreed,  and  to-mor- 
row leave  here  with  them  in  the  steamboat  Volante  for  Little  Rock, 
direct. 

We  have  had  much  rain,  and  the  Arkansas  river  is  reported  to  be  very 
high,  leaving  not  the  least  doubt  of  a safe  and  speedy  trip. 

I am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  Jlgent, 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington* 


Little  Rock,  June  30,  1831.  i 

General:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  to  you  my  account  cur- 
rent,  abstract,  and  vouchers,  for  the  second  quarter  of  1831:  also,  my  pro-  | 
perty  returns  and  vouchers  of  the  same  perioL 
I am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully,  I 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  ' 

J.  B,  CLARK,  CapU  V.  S.  A.  , 

To  General  George  Gibson,  ; 

C.  G.  Washington  City* 


Little  Rock,  July  1,  1831. 

General:  I have  just  received  yours  of  the  4th  ultimo,  accompanied  by  a 
copy  of  a letter  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson. 

You  inform  me  that  instructions  were  forwarded  on  the  5th  and  11th  of 
April.  Yours  of  the  5th  has  been  received,  but  not  of  the  11th  of  April.  I 
write  now  in  haste,  as  the  mail  is  about  to  close. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  CapL  .U.  S* 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.t  Washington  City. 
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Little  Rock,  July  10,  1831. 

General:  I have  just  been  informed,  by  the  agent  sent  by  Captain  J.  P. 
Taylor  to  the  mouth  of  White  river,  that  twenty  of  the  wagons  are  calcu- 
lated for  three  pairs  of  oxen  each.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  pur- 
chase twenty  pair  of  oxen  more  than  1 had  intended. 

The  purchase  of  heavy  wagons  is  to  be  regretted  on  several  accounts:  they 
are,  in  my  opinion,  not  well  adapted  to  the  roads  of  this  country.  There 
is  great  difficulty  in  hiring  teamsters  capable  of  driving  three  pair  of  oxen, 
and  they  cause  much  additional  expense  in  the  purchase  of  teams  and  forage. 
I took  the  liberty,  on  the  3d  instant,  to  request  that  you  will  please  cause  an 
additional  remittance  to  be  made  to  me  on  account  of  the  removal  and  sub- 
sistence of  Indians. 

I am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Capt,  U,  S.  JL, 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

• C.  G.  <8.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  July  16,  1831. 

General:  I had  the  honor,  on  the  12th  instant,  to  enclose  to  you  a list 
of  bids  for  furnishing  oxen,  with  a remark  set  opposite  to  each  that  had  been 
accepted.  ‘‘William  Montgomery,”  who  had  proposed  to  furnish  ten  pair, 
has  returned  the  articles  of  agreement  to  me,  declining  to  sign  them,  unless 
I will  include  ten  horses^  that  I have  not  seen,  at  eighty  dollars  each.  You 
will  perceive,  by  the  enclosed  advertisement,  that  I do  not  design  to  pur- 
chase horses  by  contract. 

Please  to  inform  me  if  horses,  the  property  of  Indians,  are  to  be  ferried 
over  rivers  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  CapL  U. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S. , Washington  City, 


• . Little  Rock,  July  12,  1831. 

General:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  to  you  an  abstract  of 
bids  for  furnishing  oxen  for  the  removal  of  Indians.  The  number  still  re- 
quired to  complete  the  teams  will  be  purchased  at  private  sale. 

I am,  sir, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Oapt.  U.  S.  A, 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.f  Washington  City, 
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Post  of  Arkansas,  July  21,  1831. 

Sir:  I arrived  here  last  evening,  in  the  steamboat  Volante,  Avith  the  In- 
dian subsistence  for  Little  Rock;  and,  owing  the  shoalness  of  the  river,  have 
been  obliged  to  land  the  supplies,  and  store  them  with  Mr.  Hewes  Scull  until 
transportation  can  be  procured. 

I shall,  as  soon  as  the  storage  is  effected,  leave  for  Little  Rock,  in  order 
to  place  the  funds,  sent  by  me,  in  the  bahds  of  Captain  Clark. 

During  the  low  water  period,  I knew  of  no  place  more  eligible  than  this 
for  the  disembarkation  of  Indians  from  Memphis  and  Vicksburg.  They 
would,  with  the  aid  of  wagons  now  lying  at  the  mouth  of  White  river,  be 
able  to  reach  the  upper  country  b}^  Little  Rock  and  Hempstead  c.  h.,with 
ease,  in  a reasonable  time.  Should  the  department  make  this  place  a landing 
for  the  emigrants,  the  provisions  now  in  store  here  would  be  opportunely 
deposited;  and,  as  this  letter  will  go  by  the  steamboat  to  Louisville,  a differ- 
ent disposition  might  be  directed  in  time.  The  wagons  are  very  strong, 
well  made,  and  will  be  a long  time  serviceable  in  transporting  provisions 
and  stores. 

About  twenty  to  run  from  this  place  to  Little  Rock,  ten  to  Camp  Phoenix, 
(old  Fort  Tovvson,)  and  ten  to  Fort  Smith  from  Little  Rock.  . 

It  is  very  impor,tant  that  points  of  embarkation  should  be  fixed;  and  I beg 
to  be  permitted  to  recommend  Memphis  and  Vicksburg  for.this  point,  and 
Natchez  for  (rapids  of  Red  river)  Alexandria,  or,  perhaps,  it  would  be  more 
advantageous  to  send  them  all  through  this  place.  I have  heard  nothing  of 
Leflore,  and  have  been  unable  to  learn  any  thing  respecting  him  from  any 
person  here  or  at  White  river.  It  is  very  sickly  down  the  river,  and  very 
few  steamboats  running;  so  that  some  delay  must  be  anticipated  in  my  ex- 
cursion to  the  Choctaw  nation. 

With  an  assurance  of  my  best  endeavors  to  facilitate  and  effect  the  remo- 
val of  the  Indians, 

I remain,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  Jlgent, 

P.  S.  I have  to  remark  in  relation 'to  a bond,  that,  on  being  furnished 
with  a blank  one,  the  necessary  security  will  be  given  without  delay. 

Respectfully, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN. 


Little  Rock,  July  24,  1831. 

General:  1 was  under  the  impression,  when  ordered  on  duty  connected 
with  the  subsistence  of  Indians,  that  I would  be  required  to  con*tract  for 
supplies  to  be  delivered  to  such  agents  as  you  might  appoint  to  receive  and 
issue  the  same,  and  who  would  be  responsible  to  you  on  the  llth  June.  I 
am  directed  as  follows:  ^*yoii  can,  when  it  may  become  necessarj^,  establish 
several  places  of  issue  in  the  nation.  The  persons  whom  you  may  employ 
in  these  agencies  will  be  strictly  responsible  to  you.’’ 

I hope  the  instructions  are  not  intended  to  mean  all  that  they  seem  to 
convey,  viz.  that  I will  select  agents  from  persons  with  wliose  integrity  or 
qualifications  I am  entirely  unacquainted,  to  be  placed  on  duty  beyond  my 


559  [512  ^ 

immediate  control,  and  to  be  responsible  to  the  United  States  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  their  duty. 

Agents  selected  for  these  stations  must,  of  necessity,  have  supplies  placed 
in  their  hands,  and  probably  money  for  contingencies.  Should  any  prove 
fliilhless,  and  abuse  the  confidence  reposed  in  them,  ^ it  intended  that  I 
am  to  be  a‘CcoimtabIe  for  their  default? 

lam,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B,  CLARK, 
Qapiain  JJ.  S.  Jivmy. 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  Go.iS*,  Washingion  City, 


Littlp  poci:,  July  24,  1831. 

General:  From  the  mode  proposed  by  you  last  winter,  of  having  the 
Indians  brought  into  this  country  on  board  steamboats,  I did  not  anticipate 
that  their  removal  would  form  a part  of  my  duties:  after  learning  that  wagons 
would  be  used  instead  of  steamboats,  I still  flattered  myself  that  all  the 
agents  necessary  to  superintend  the  removal  would  be  appointed  by  you. 

On  the  11th  June,  1 am  advised  that  my  duties  will  embrace  the  whole 
operation  of  removal  and  subsistence  from  the  Mississippi  westward;  but  I 
am  not  informed  whether  the  agents  to  be  employed  in  the  removal  will  be 
appointed  by  you,  or  selected  by  myself;  of  the  place  where  the  Indians  will’ 
cross  Mississippi;  the  route  they  will  take,  or  the  manner  of  supplying  them 
on  the  route,  whether  by  contract  or  special  purchases. 

By  your  letter  of  the  5th  April,  I am  informed  that  wagons  will  be  sent 
to  the  mouth  of  White  river,  or  to  some  point  near  or  at  the  old  Post  of 
Arkansas:  they  have  been  at  the  mouth  ofWhite  river  sometime;  but  I do 
feel  at  liberty  to  remove  them,  not  knowing  where  the  Indians  will  cross  the 
Mississippi:  should  they  cross  at  “ Helena,^’  the  labor  and  expense  of  getting 
the  wagons  there  by  land  will  be  very  great,  i have  made  arrangements 
for  oxen,  sooner  than  I would  otherwise  have  dopCj  in  anticipation  of  such 
an  event. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  se^^^ant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 

V Captain  U,  S,  Jlnmj, 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  iS.,  Washington  City* 


L^^tle  Rock,  July  25,  1831.  ^ 
General:  No  correct  estimate  can  be  made  of  the  expense  of  removal 
and  subsistence  of  Indians  from  the  Mississippi  westward,  and  I apprehend 
lhat  it  will  be  much  greater  than  you  anticipated.  1 have  to  request  that  you 
will  please  cause  such  a sum  as  you  may  think  proper  to  be  sent  me  for  that 
object. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Captain  U,  S,  Ji. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  6',  Washington  City, 
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Little  Rock,  Sugmt  4, 1831. 

Sir:  I arrived  here  this  morning,  with  the  funds  and  subsistence  for  Cap- 
tain Clark;  and,  as  soon  as  possible,  shall  proceed  hence  to  Vicksburg,  the 
nearest  point  on  the  Mississippi,  to  communicate  with  the  Choctaw  Agency. 

At  that  point,  I beg  leave  strongly  to  recommend  the  principal  embarka- 
tion  for  this  route,  ^he  transportation  to  be  made  in  small  steamboats:  the 
landing  to  be  as  high  up  this  river  as  practicable  towards  Fort  Smith:  the 
wagons  to  be  employed  with  such  parties  which  may  land  at  the  Post  of 
Arkansas,  and  at  this  place  through,  by  Hempstead  court-house,  to  the  Choc- 
taw country.  The  road  recommended  by  Mr.  Gaines  to  be  opened  to 
Helena  is  impracticable,  and  the  route  by  Memphis  is  extremely  difficult, 
and  much  out  of  the  way.  The  fact  is,  that  the  heavy  Pennsylvania  wa- 
gons, purchased  for  the  service,  would  never  be  useful  in  the  low  swampy 
country  of  the  Mississippi. 

It  is  believed  that,  to  facilitate  the  emigration,  and  effectually  accomplish 
it,  steamboats  drawing  a light  draught  of  water  should  be  chartered,  and 
the  Indians,  in  convenient  numbers,  rendezvoused  at  Vicksburg,  Natchez, 
or  Memphis,  and  landed  on  this  river,  where  land  transportation  and  pro- 
visons  may  be  in  readiness.  I shail  write  more  fully  on  this  subject  from 
Vicksburg,  where  I shall  remain  a short  time,  and  where  I shall  expect  leU 
ters  to  reach  me.  The  season  is  very  sickly,  and  I do  not  think  any  time 
is  lost  by  delay  growing  out  of  a want  of  decision  as  to  the  route,  as  later  in 
the  season,  the  want  of  water,  and  the  oppression  of  hot  weather,  will  not 
be  felt,  and  a more  mature  disposition  of  the  movement  established.  By 
to-morrow’s  mail,  I will  forward  my  receipt  for  the  funds  with  which  I now 
stand  charged  at  the  Treasury  individually. 

Ploping  to  receive  at  Vicksburg  further  communications, 

I remain,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

♦ WM.  S.  'COLQUHOUN 

To  General  George  Gibsoi^^  0.  G,  S, 


Little  Rock,  Jul^  22,  1831. 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  June,  with  its  enclosure,  was  received 
by  this  day’s  mail.  It  has,  no  doubt,  been  detained  on  the  way,  as  the  same 
mail  brought  Washington  papers  of  the  28th  June. 

Not  yet  having  been  informed  of  the  place  where  the  Indians  are  to  cross 
the  Mississippi,  or  the  route  by  which  they  will  be  taken  to  their  new 
home,  I am  altogether  at  a loss  about  making  arrangements  to  have  them 
supplied  with  provisions  on  their  way,  or  after  they  arrive  in  their  new 
country.  A few  days  will,  I hope,  remove  that  difficulty. 

The  wagons  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  Indians  have  beeti 
sent  to  the  mouth  of  White  river.  If  the  Indians  are  to  cross  the  Missis- 
sippi at  “ Helena,”  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  they  bad  not  been  left 
there,  as  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  getting  them  from  the  mouth  of  White 
river  will  be  very  great. 

Lieutenant  Ryan  has  not  yet  arrived. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Cap/ain  U.  6". 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S., 

Washington  City. 


J 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Jul^  30,  1831. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  yesterday^s 
mail,  of  Major  Hookas  communications  of  the  24th  and  2Sth  June. 

By  his  letter  of  the  24th  June,  I am  informed  that  Lieutenant  Ryan  will 
bring  me  ten  thousand  dollars  in  United  States’  notes:  it  will  be  all  impor- 
tant in  paying  t^mall  amounts.  On  the  subject  of  transporting  specie  into 
this  country,  unless  you  deem  it  important  that  it  should  be  sent  here,  I 
would  respectfully  recommend  the  use  of  United  States’  Bank  notes  in  pre- 
ference, as  here  there  is  no  safe  place  of  deposite.  The  Major’s  instructions 
in  relation  to  the  source  from  whence  cash  that  may  hereafter  be  required 
in  this  country,  will  be  attended  to. 

On  the  subject  of  wagons  being  sent  to  the  old. Choctaw  country,  should 
Colonel  l^eflore  deem  it  necessary,  much  difficulty  is  presented.  Should  it 
be  found  necessary  to  send  wagons,  I presume  teams  will  also  be  required. 
(On  this  subject,  no  doubt,  Colonel  Leflore  will  bo  specific. ) The  wagons 
are  now  at  the  mouth  of  White  river:  the  teams  will  be  purchased  at  this 
place.  The  distance,  by  land,  to  the  mouth  of  White  river  is  about  one 
hundred  and  forty  miles:  from  thence  to  Memphis  is  about  one  hundred  and 
ninety  miles.  By  the  latter  place,  I am  informed  that  there  is  a road  to  the 
old  Choctaw  country.  The  summer  in  this  country  has  been  very  rainy, 
and  the  swamps  on  the  road  to  Memphis  have  not  yet  been  dry.  Traveller.s 
report  that  it  is  with  much  difficulty  they  can  get  through  on  horses.  If 
that  be  true,  wagons  could  not  be  taken  that  route:  by  the  time  teams  would 
1 travel  from  this  to  White  river,  and  thence  to  Memphis,  (supposing  the  route 
practicable,)  the  distance  being  about  three  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  the 
I road  bad,  and  a scarcity  of  forage,  they  would  be  liiuch  exhausted.  How  far 
they  would  have  to  go  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  before  they  would  ar- 
1 rive  at  their  place  of  destination,  I do  not  Ipow.  I am  not  informed  of  any 
other  route  by  which  wagons  could  be  taken  into  the  old  Choctaw  country, 
unless  there  is  a road  opposite  Helena,”  of  which  I ha%"e  no  information. 
I apprehend  much  difficulty  and  delay  in  getting  the  wagons  over  White 
river,  and  to  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  on  account  of  bad  roads,  &c.  I am  in- 
I formed  twenty-two  of  them  are  very  large  and  heavy.  This  is  certainly  to 
be  regretted,  as  they  are  not  adapted  to  the  roads  in  this  country. 

On  the  subject  of  agents,  mentioned  in  the  Major’s  letter  of  the  2Sth 
June,  I am  at  a loss  for  an  opinion  to  offer  as  to  the  number  and  descriptions 
of  persons  necessary  to  be  employed.  There  should,  I think,  be  a responsi- 
ble and  well  qualified  person  to  superintend  all  matters  that  may  occur  on 
the  route,  with  a suitable  number  of  assistants:  this  will  depend  very  much 
I on  the  manner  you  may  direct  them  to  move,  whether  in  a body  or  in  par- 
I ties,  at  intervals  of  one  or  more  days.  I fear  that  the  number  of  qualified 
I agents  that  will  be  required  could  not  be  had  in  this  country  at  a reason- 
I able  compensation. 

i Deeply  impressed  with  gratitude  for  the  many  obligations  under  which 
you  have  placed  me,  I feel  it  a duty  I owe  to  you,  as  well  as  myself,  to  say 
i that  I have  not  sufficient  confidence  in  my  capacity  to  believe  I can  dis* 
charge,  with  credit  to  myself  and  justice  to  the  United  States,  all  the  du- 
ties connected  with  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  which  you  have 
thought  proper  to  assign  to  me.  When  ordered  on  this  duty,  I was  under 
the  impression  that  the  Indians  would  be  brought  to  this  country  on  board 
steamboats.  Could  I have  anticipated  that  the  responsibility  of  the  removal 
71 
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would  have  devolved  on  me,  I certainly  would  not  voluntarily  have  under- 
taken it,  as  I never  will,  ©f  my  own  accord,  attempt  more  than  I believe 
myself  competent  to.  No  one  can  form  a fK-oper  estimate  of  the  difficulties 
that  will  attend  the  removal  by  land,  and  subsistence  on  the  route,  who  has 
not  been  in  this  country,  and  made  himself  acquainted  with  them,  I am 
free  to  confess  that  I do  not  feel  competent  to  the  task.  Taking  this  view 
of  the  matter,  I do  most  respectfully  request  that  you  will,  as  soon  as  con- 
venient, please  to  select  some  one  to  relieve  me  in  the  duties  of  superintend- 
ing the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

I am,  sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J,  B.  CLARK, 

Capiain  United  States^  Jinny, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S,,  Washington  City, 


Steamboat  Industry,  August  11,  183i.  | 

Sir:  I am  now  on  my  way  to  the  Choctaw  nation  in  conformity  with 
my  instructions  from  your  department,  and  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
per  this  boat,  to  Louisville,  to  communicate  on  the  subject  of  my  business. 

In  looking  .over  the  report  of  Gaines  and  Reynolds,  7th  February,  they  i 
certainly  have  permitted  themselves  to  draw  irrelevant  conclusions.  They  ' 
recommend  wagon  transportation  by  Helena;  to  which  point  a road  would  i 
have  to  be  opened  ©ne  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  say  that  by  those  means 
the  emigrants  would  reach  their  new  homes  in  November. 

Below  the  Chickasaw  bluffs,  southeast  side,  and  as  far  down  as  Vicks- > 
burg,  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  break,  and  the  river  overflows  the  coun-i 
try  to  a great  extent,  rendering  the  country  impervious  to  a road  at  any  sea-  i 
son  for  wagons. 

The  report  says,  Choctaws  will  generally  settle  on  Red  river.’’  If 
that  were  the  case,  it  would  be  better  to  ascend  the  Washita  and  Red  river; ! 
•but  I do  not  believe  they  will.  I 

I think  it  more  reasonable  to  conclude  that  their  settlements  will  be  vari-  i 
ous  and  scattering  over  such  an  extensive  and  fertile  country.  I do  not  wish  | 
to  invalidate  the  representations  of  Messrs.  G.  and  R.,  but  am  extremely! 
anxious  to  impress  tlie  necessity  of  transportation  by  steamboats  up  this  i 
river;  helieving,  as  I do,  in  the  superior  comforts  and  facilities  of  the  mode,  as 
well  as  the  increased  certainty  of  the  speedy  accomplishment  of  the  re- ' 
moval. 

I would  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  a fixed  period  be  named  this  fall  for ; 
a commencement  of  the  embarkation  from  three  prominent  points  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  (say  Memphis,  Vicksburg,  and  Natchez.)  Mem- 
phis is  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Rankin,  a little  town  eighty  miles 
northeast  of  Vicksburg,  and  ten  miles  southeast  from  the  bluffs  on  Yazoo 
•river,  where  two  companies  of  the  3d  regiment  are  stationed. 

There  are  always  in  the  vicinity  of  Natchez  numerous  hands  of  strag- j 
gling  Choctaws,  who,  together  with  those  about  Baton  Rouge  and  New  0r-| 
leans,  w^ould  be  reclaimed  by  removal. 
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Let  the  steamboats  be  of  slight  draught,  but  of  at  least  one  hundred  tons 
burden:  one  at  each  point  above  mentioned,  to  be  kept  constantly  running 
up  this  river  until  the  removal  is  finished.  A part  to  be  landed  here,  and 
the  remainder,  especially  in  the  spring,  to  be  transported  directly  to  their 
lands  between  the  Poteau  and  Canadian — the  latter  of  which  rivers  has  been 
ascended  by  a keel-boat  at  least  five  hundred  miles.  The  young  men  and 
horses  to  cross  at  the  different  ferries,  and  to  be  furnished  with  about  10  or 
15  dollars  each,  by  the  agents,  as  soon  as  they  are  ready  to  cross  over.  To 
be  directed  to  meet  their  friends  at  the  different  points  of  landing  of  the  steam- 
boats  on  this  river,  in  order  to  aid  in  transporting  them  to  the  interior.  This 
is  a sickly  season,  and  will  continue  to  be  so  until  cold  weather:  it  is  there- 
fore important  that  a large  party  should  not  remove,  for  fear  of  sickness, 
until  winter,  which,  in  this  climate,  is  mild  and  healthy. 

The  lading  of  the  boats  will  be  mostly  passengers,  and,  should  the  depart- 
ment desire  an  immediate  removal,  I am  confident,  although  the  river  will 
be  low,  that  the  facility  of  lightening  the  boats,  and  the  aid  of  the  passengers 
in  polling  them  over  the  shoals,  will  insure  success.  I shall  return  by  Lit- 
tle Rock  as  soon  as  I can,  unless  I receive  instructions  to  the  contrary. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  Agent, 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G,  S. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  August  11,  1831. 

Sir:  1 have  just  seen  a letter  to  Capt.  Clark,  from  Col.  Ward,  Choctaw 
agent,  of  the  23d  July,  (a  duplicate  he  states  has  been  sent  to  your  office,)  in 
which  he  disapproves  the  arrangements  made  and  making  in  this  quarter  for 
the  removal  of  the  Indians. 

He  speaks  of  a route  frdm  the  center  of  the  nation  to  Blanton’s  ferry,  and 
across  the  Mississippi,  to  the  Bayou  Bartholomew,  a branch  of  the  Washita 
river.  He  tells  Capt.  Clark  that  no  Indians  will  pass  by  Little  Rock,  and 
that  the  Captain  ought  to  be  in  the  Choctaw  nation. 

‘‘  That  it  would  be  well  to  load  a few  wagons  Sft  the  mouth  of  White  river, 
with  flour,  to  meet  the  emigrants.’’  The  whole  tenor  of  the  communication^ 
is  so  apparently  unreasonable,  that,  if  its  dictates  were  adopted,  the  subversion 
of  the  whole  plan  (it  appears  to  me)  would  follow.  . If  the  Choctaws  are  to 
remove  themselves  their  own  way,  and  by  their  own  direction,  they  ought 
to  be  furnished  with  a specific  sum  of  money  at  their  crossing  place,  and  all 
the  trouble  would  be  avoided;  they  would  be  better  satisfied,  and  the  ex- 
pense, to  say  the  least,  not  increased  one  dollar. 

In  the  hope  and  belief  that  the  original  plan,  and  that  agreed  on  by  the 
treaty,  will  be  adhered  to,  I rest  assured;  and  when  the  expense  of  forty 
wagons  and  oxen  are  taken  into  the  estimate  of  the  preparations  already 
made,  it  ought,  in  no  small  degree,  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  pursuing  the 
route  at  first  proposed  by  steamboats. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  Agent, 

General  Geo,  Gibson,  C.  G,  S, 
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Little  Rock,  1831.  ' 

General:  In  asking  to  be  relieved  in  the  duties  of  superintending  the  re-‘ 
moval  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  I wish  you  to  believe  that  it  was  not  the 
effect  of  momentary  whim  or  caprice,  but  from  a deliberate  opinion  of  my 
want  of  ability  to  do  justice  to  the  duties  you  have  assigned  to  me:  the  dis- 
cretionary power  you  have  given  to  me  greatly  increases  the  responsibility. 
Altogether,  I find  that  I am  unequal  to  the  task,  and  hope  you  will  not  think 
me  jmportunate  in  requesting  to  be  relieved,  as  soon  as  practicable,  from  all 
duties  connected  with  Indian  affairs. 

Lieut.  Ryan  has  not  yet  arrived. 

* I am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J,  B.  CLARK,  CapL  U.  S.  A. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  Washinglon  City, 

-...iiT 

Little  Rock,  August  9,  1831. 

General:  In  answer  to  that  part  of  Major  Hook’s  letter  of  the  9th  ulti* 
mo,  informing  me  that  the  Commissary  at  Cantonment  Gibson  has  a surplus 
of  pork,  flour,  and  salt,  that  can  be  had  for  issue  to  Indians,  I have  to  say 
that,  unless  it  should  be  thought  necessary  as  a matter  of  policy,  or  for  the 
benefit  of  health,  to  give  it  to  them,  it  would  cost  much  more  than  beef  and 
cop.  Transportation  is  very  heavy  after  leaving  the  Arkansas  river:  from 
this  place  to  Washington,  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  it  will  cost 
three  dollars  per  hundred  pounds,  or  nine  dollars  a barrel  for  pork,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  and  the  difficulty  of  hiring  wagons,  I will  postpone,  for 
the  present,  sending  to  that  place  the  pork,  flour,  and  bacon  ordered  to  be 
sent  there,  with  a hope  that  a part  of  the  public  wagons  may  hereafter  be 
employed  on  that  service:  at  present  I do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  use  them, 
holding  them  subject  to  the  order  of  Col.  Leflore,  as  directed  by  letter  of  the 
28th  June. 

. The  tirne  when  the  removal  will  commence,  and  the  number  that  willre- 
•move  during  the  approaching  fall,  is  still  so  uncertain  that  no  positive  ar- 
rangement can  be  made  for  supplying  them  either  on  the  route,  or  after  they 
arrive  at  their  new  homes. 

I have,  however,  directed  Lieut.  Stephenson  to  contract  for  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  pounds  of  beef,  and  from  five  to  ten  thousand  bushels  of 
corn.  No  ariangement  has  been  made  at  Fort  Smith,  as  I am  not  informed 
that  any  will  go  that  route. 

It  has  always  been  my  opinion  that  the  best  and  cheapest  mode  of  bring- 
ing the  Indians  from  the  Mississippi  into  this  country  v%'Ould  be  by  steam- 
boats; not,  however,  having  been  required  to  give  my  opinion  on  that  subject, 
I beg  that  I may  be  pardoned  for  doing  so  now. 

In  my  letter  of  the  30th  July  I requested  that  you  will,  as  soon  as  con- 
venient, please  release  me  in  the  duties  of  superintending  the  removal  and 
subsistence  of  Indians.  Every  day  more  fully  convinces  me  of  the  propri- 
ety of  my  request.  It  is  due  to  the  United  States,  as  well  as  myself,  that  I 
should  be  relieved.  I am  well  satisfied  of  being  unequal  to  the  task  assigned  me, 
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of  doing  it  the  justice  the  importance  of  the  matter  requires.  From  present 
appearances,  there  is  nothing  cheering  in  the  prospect  before  me.  The  dif- 
ficulties that  present  themselves  are  many  and  great.  Could  I,  when  order- 
ed on  this  duty,  have  anticipated  that  any  part  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
removal  would  have  devolved  on  me,  I would  have  promptly  declined  it, 
as  I never  will,  if  a choice  is  given  me,  embark  in  a matter,  the  duties  of 
which  I do  not  feel  myself  competent  to  discharge. 

I have  for  some  days  past  been  threatened  with  an  attack  oi  fever*  Should 
it  continue,  so  as  to  disqualify  me  from  attending  to  business,  I dread  the 
consequences. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Yeur  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  CapL  U.  S.  Jl. 

General  Geokgb  Gibson, 

C.  G*  aS'.,  Washington  City. 


t 

Little  Rock,  August  11,  1831. 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  July,  with  its  enclosure,  is  just  re- 
ceived. I have  also  received  letters  of  the  11th,  24th,  and  28th  June,  and 
9th  July;  all  of  which  have  been  duly  adinowledged. 

I have  this  day  received  a letter  from  Colonel  Ward,  Choctaw  agent. 
He  informs  me  that  he  has  written  his  views  to  you  on  the  same  subjects. 
He  recommends  that  the  Indians  cross  the  Mississippi  at  Blanton’s  ferry, 
about  fifteen  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Arkansas;  but,  to  get  them  there, 
will  require  a road  to  be  cut  through  a swamp — the  distance  I do  not  know; 
and  it  is  believed,  unless  a road  were  made,  it  would  be  impracticable  to 
get  wagons  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  opposite  the  places  he  points  out. 
Altogether,  I do  not  think  his  plan  a good  one. 

It  appears,  from  Colonel  Ward’s  statement,  that  no  settled  course  has  yet 
been  adopted  on  that  side  of  the  river;  and  it  is  still  uncertain  what  number 
will  remove  this  fall,  and  the  time  when  they  will  commence. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 

Ca]pL  U.  S.  Army, 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  *S'.,  Washmgion  City. 


Little  Rock,  August  5,  1831. 

Sir:  Herewith,  enclosed,  is  Captain  Clark’s  receipt  for  four  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars,  leaving  a balance  of  four  hundred  dollars  remaining  in 
my  hands,  and  for  which  I am  accountable. 

I wrote  yesterday,  by  way  of  Memphis,  informing  you  of  my  arrival 
here  with  the  provisions  for  the  Indians. 

I shall  leave  here,  for  the  Choctaw  nation,  as  soon  as  the  steamboat  returns 
down  the  river. 

The  corn  crops  in  this  country  are  superabundant,  the  season  having  been 
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unusually  propitious,  and  the  quantity  intended  to  be  raised  extensively  in* 
creased  by  the  prospect  of  a good  price  and  ready  sale. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  JigenU 

General  GEonaB  Gibson,  C.  G»  S, 


Little  Rock,  August  5,  1831. 

General;  The  mails  of  this  week  have  arrived  without  bringing  any 
thing  from  Coloilel  Leflore  on  the  subject  of  sending  wagons  into  the  old 
Choctaw  country.  I look  forward,  with  much  anxiety,  to  the  receipt  of 
his  letter  on  that  subject;  as,  in  the  event  of  his  requiring  wagons  and  teams, 
much  delay  will,  I fear,  be  the  unavoidable  consequence  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  removal  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi.  I had  offered  for  pro- 
posals for  a contract,  as  per  advertisement  enclosed,  but  will  postpone  that 
matter  for  the  present,  until  I can  l0arn  something  more  definite  as  to  the 
time  when  the  Indians  will  commence  their  removal. 

Believing  that  I cahnot  do  justice  to  the  duties  assigned  to  me,  and  un- 
willing, voluntarily,  to  meet  the  responsibility,  I took  the  liberty,  on  the 
SOth  ult,  to  request  that  you  will,  as  soon  as  convenient,  please  relieve  me 
as  superintending  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

Captain  William  S.  Colquhoun  has  arrived  at  this  place  with  subsistence 
stores,  and  has  turned  over  to  me  ^4,600. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  9 

J.  B.  CLARK,  CapL  U.  S.  A. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City 4 


Department  of  Wak,  Sepi,  3,  1831. 

Sir:  It  is  the  desire  of  the  President  to  effect  the  removal  of  such  of  the 
Cherokees  living  within  the  chartered  limits  of  Georgia  as  may  be  willing 
to  accept  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  concluded  May  6th,  1828,  with  the 
Cherokees  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  join  their  countrymen  in  that  re- 
gion. Benjamin  F.  Curry,  esq.,  of  McMinnsville,  Tennessee,  has  been  ap- 
pointed superintendent,  to  direct  all  the  operations  connected  with  this  affair, 
and  has  been  instructed  to  repair  to  the  Cherokee  country,  and  to  commence 
initiatory  measures,  and  make  a special  report  to  this  department  of  all  the 
circumstances  necessary  to  be  known. 

The  expenditures  for  the  subsistence  and  transportation  of  these  Indians 
will  be  made  through  your  office;  and,  for  this  purpose,  an  officer  of  the 
army,  to  be  selected  by  you,  will  be  ordered  to  the  Cherokee  country.  You 
will  give  him  such  directions  as  may  appear  to  be  necessary  for  the  correct 
discharge  of  his  duties. 

His  purchases  and  issues  will  be  made  upon  the  requisitions  of  the  super- 
intendent, and  he  will  obey  the  instructions  of  that  officer,  so  far  as  the  same 
may  be  within  the  sphere  of  the  duties  prescribed.  His  compensation  will 
be  the  same  as  that  allowed  to  Captain  Clark,  and  you  will  advise  him  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  can  receive  funds. 
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As  it  is  not  expected  that  any  final  measures  for  the  immediate  removal 
of  the  Indians  will  be  taken  until  a special  report  is  received  from  Mr. 
Curry,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  appoint,  at  present,  any  assistants  to  aid 
your  officer  in  the  performance  of  his  duties.  These,  however,  will  no  doubt 
be  required,  and  will  not  be  withheld. 

Upon  this  subject,  as  well  as  upon  every  other  connected  with  the  general 
measure,  I will  thank  you  to  call  for  full  and  frequent  reports,  that  this  de- 
partment may  have  constant  information  of  the  progress  and  prospect  of  the 
whole  operation. 

V ery  respectfully, 

UEWIS  CASS. 

To  (General  Geo,  Gibson,  C,  G,  S, 


Little  Rock,  August  5,  1831. 

General:  By  my  letter  of  this  instant,  I informed  you  that  I would  not 
make  a contract  to  supply  the  Indians  on  the  route,  as  per, my  advertise- 
ment enclosed  to  you  in  that  letter,  until  I could  get  something  more  defi- 
nite as  to  the  time  when  the  removal  would  commence.  By  Major  Hook’s 
letter  of  the  9th  ultimo,  I am  informed  that  a large  party  will  start  in  Sep- 
tember next.  I will  therefore  go  on  to  make  arrangements  for  their  arrival 
on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi  in  October  next.  My  prospect  so  far  is  not 
flattering,  and  I will  be  agreeably  disappointed  if  the  removal,  during  the 
approaching  fall,  should  pass  off  only  tolerably  well.  With  a hope  that  you 
may  find,  without  difficulty,  a person  every  way  better  qualified  to  superin- 
tend a matter  of  so  much  responsibility,  than  myself,  I have  only  to  say 
that  you  will  add  to  the  very  many  obligations  I owe  to  you  already,  by 
having  me  relieved  as  soon  as  practicable.  • 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 

Captain  U,  S.  Army, 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

Co?nmissary  General  Subsislencef  Washington  City. 


Mouth  of  White  River,  ^ug.  18,  1831. 

Sir:  I am  at  this  point  waiting  a steamboat  for  Vicksburg,  to  which  place 
I shall  proceed,  and  from  thence  to  Rankin,  in  the  Choctaw  nation,  in  order 
to  fulfil  the  latter  part  of  my  instructions. 

1 wrote  you  from  Little  Rock,  enclosing  receipt  from  Captain  Clark  for 
^4,600;  the  remaining  four  hundred  of  the  amount  I had  in  charge  for  him, 
I retained,  and  am  accountable  for.  In  my  letter  from  Little  Rpck,  my  views 
and  opinions  as  to  the  best  method  of  removing  the  Indians  were  expressed, 
and  I hope  they  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  department. 

The  unusual  and  extensive  rains  we  havd  had  in  this  country  will  keep 
the  Arkansas  river  in  tolerably  good  boating  order  all  the  fall,  and  produce 
a most  luxuriant  crop  of  corn — advantages  of  great  importance  to  the  speedy 
and  economical  accomplishment  of  the  removal. 
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A few  days  since,  a party  from  this  place  cut  about  sixteen  miles  of  road 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  towards  the  Yazoo.  Charley,  a Choctaw  Indiany 
is  the  pioneer,  and  Messrs.  Miller  and  Montgomery,  at  this  point,  are  open- 
ing it  at  their  own  expense.  In  six  or  eight  miles  further  east,  they  will 
come  to  open  woods,  and  they  intend  to  continue  the  blazing  and  marking  it 
to  the  bluffs  at  Leflory.  This  road,  when  marked  out,  will  enable  the  In- 
dians to  pass  through  with  their  horses  and  cattle,  and  many  of  them  to  meet 
with  transportation  per  the  steamboats  direct  to  their  new  abode. 

As  soon  as  I have  accomplished  my  orders  in  the  Choctaw  nation  agree- 
ably thereto,  I shall  return  to  Little  Rock.  The  wagons  are  still  here,  and, 
when  I left  Little  Rock,  Captain  Clark  was  uncertain  as  to  their  destination. 
I left  Lieutenant  Ryan  at  Little  Rock,  where  he  arrived  a week  ago.  When 
the  unhealthiness  of  the  season  is  taken  into  consideration,  it  must  be  con- 
ceded that  no  time  is  lost  by  the  delay  of  preparation  and  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  the  removal. 

I am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  Jigent, 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

Washington,  D,  C, 


Vicksburg,  22d  ^dugust,  1S31. 

Sir:  I wrote  from  Little  Rock  and  mouth  of  White  river,  and  have  now 
only  to  state  that  I am  here  on  my  way  to  the  Choctaw  Agency,  the  better 
to  enable  me  to  accomplish  the  object  of  my  instructions,  which,  when  done, 
I shall  pass  this  place  on  my  return  to  Arkansas,  where  any  letters  will  find 
me  in  due  course,  BlantoiVs  ferry  (said  in  Col.Ward^s  letter,  23d  July,  to 
be  fifteen  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Arkansas  river,)  is  sixty-five  miles  below, 
at  Point  Chicot. 

The  Choctaw  Agency  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  here,  and  a bad 
road,  but,  being  assured  of  the  necessity  of  proceeding  directly  to  that  point, 
I do  not  hesitate  a moment. 

This  country  is  very  sickly  at  this  place,  and,  from  the  character  of  the 
weather,  much  mortality  is  apprehended  this  fall, 
l am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  digent. 


Vicksburg,  25th  August,  1S31. 

Sir:  Owing  to  the  extraordinary  overflow  of  the  Big  Black  river,  by 
which  much  damage  in  the  destruction  of  crops  and  loss  of  cattle  has  been 
sustained,  I have  been  prevented,  until  now,  from  proceeding  to  the  Choc- 
taw Agency.  Mr.  Douglas,  the?  agent  for  valuing  and  selling  the  cattle,  goes 
with  me.  I have  written  to  Leflore  and  to  Neluchache,  and  have  expressed 
to  them  the  wishes  of  the  department  as  detailed  in  my  instructions.  As 
soon  after  my  arrival  as  possible  at  the  agency,  I shall  communicate  all  the 
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information  I can  obtain;  and  set  out  on  my  return  (as  directed  in  my  in^ 
structions,)  to  Little  Rock.  , 

I am;  with  great  respect; 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  *dgent. 


Little  Rock,  tf^iigust  14,  1S31. 

G-eNEHAL:  I wrote  to  you  on  the  11th  lost.,  informing  you  that  I had 
received  a letter  from  Col.  Ward,  Choctaw  agent,  on  the  subject  of  the  best 
mode  of  removing  Indians.  It  is  believed  tlie  route  he  recommends  on  this 
side  of  the  Mississippi  is  impassable  for  wagons  unless  a road  were  made 
through  swamps,  and  on  much  of  the  way  no  corn  could  be  purchased;  he 
speaks  of  the  number  that  will  remove  this  fall  as  being  doubtful,  as  no 
arrangement  had  been  made  at  that  time  to  value  their  cattle,  open  a road 
&c.,  (all  of  which  he  states  he  has  communicated  to  you:)  he  further  says, 
presume  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  being  here  instead  of  Little  Rock,  a 
no  Indians  will  go  by  that  place,  it  is  believed,  this  fall.”  Believing,  from 
the  fact  of  provisions  having  been  sent  here,  that  the  Indians  would  in  any 
contingency  pass  this  place,  I have  offered  for  proposals  to  supply  them  from 
this  to  their  new  homes;  but  if  Colonel  Ward  is  correctly  informed,  and 
from  his  vicinity  to  Colonel  Leflore  I presume  he  is  acquainted  with  his 
views  as  to  the  best  point  of  crossing  the  Mississippi,  it  would  appear  that 
no  Indians  will,  as  it  is  believed,  pass  this  place  this  fall.  In  this  state  of 
uncertainty,  I am  at  a loss  how  to  act. 

' By  a letter  of  the  24th  of  June  on  the  subject  of  depositing  supplies,  I 
am '’informed  that  “a  similar  deposit©  can  be  made  at  Helena,  or  any  other 
point  at  which  the  Indians  may  cross  the  Mississippi,  when  that  point  is 
ascertained.  In  relation  to  this  and  other  subjects,  I have  addressed  Colonel 
Greenwood  Leflore,  &c. from  which  it  appears  that  Colonel  Leflore’s 
opinion  will  have  much  weight  in  determining  the  crossing  place.  On  the 
9th  July  I am  informed  that,  from  very  recen  i nformation,  a large  number 
of  Indians  will  go  over  this  ensuing  fall,  and  that  the  removal  will,  without 
question,  commence  in  September.  No  preparation  can  be  made  for  supplies 
until  the  route  is  fixed  on;  and  to  provide  for  so  large  a number  of  jiersons 
as  will  probably  come  over  this  fall,  during  their  removal,  in  a country  like 
this,  will  be  attended  with  much  ditficulty.  I have  contracted  for  ox-teams 
to  be  delivered  between  the  20th  and  25th  of  this  month,  and  engaged  drivers, 
believing  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  the  teams  to  the  mouth  of  White 
river,  where  the  wagons  now  are;  and  thence  to  such  point  on  the  Mississippi 
as  might  be  designated  to  cross  the  Indians  at,  which,  supposing  to  be  Helena, 
with  the  delay  and  unavoidable  difficulties  to  be  encountered,  would  have 
taken  the  wagons  until  about  the  first  of  October  to  reach  that  point,  (the 
time  which,  by  .your  letter  of  the  5th  April,  it  was  supposed  the  Indians 
would  cross  the  Mississippi.)  I will  have  to  receive  the  teams  agreeably  to 
my  contracts,  and  employ  teamsters,  as,  in  the  event  of  discharging  the  team- 
sters, I could  not  probably  get  otjhers  when  wanted,  and  Colonel  Leflore  may 
probably  require  the  wagons  to  be  sent  into  the  old  Choctaw  country  imme- 
diately. I have  also  advertised  that  I will,  between  the  20th  and  31st  insi, 
72  ■ - 
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purchase  wagon-horses,  and  have  made  conditional  agreements  for  a small 
number.  Should. I let  this  ojiportunity  pass,  probably,  when  wanted  they 
could  not  be  had.  I have  also  engaged  drivers  to  take  charge  of  them.  Lieu- 
tenant Ryan  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  12th  inst. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  CLARK,  Captain  U.  S. 

General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  Jlugusi  31,  1831. 

General:  On  the  16th  inst,  I was  confined  witH  a violent  attack  of  bilious 
fever,  and  have  not,  until  within  two  or  three  days  past,  been  able  to  leave 
my  bed  more  than  a few  minutes  at  a time.  I am  so  much  reduced  and  debi- 
litated, that  I fear  my  recovery  will  be  very  tedious.  I am  more  than  ever 
anxious  to  be  relieved.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  very  responsible  duties 
at  this  place  should,  if  possible,  be  at  all  times  in  a condition  to  attend  to 
business,  which  I find  I have  not  health  enough  to  insure. 

I have  received  your  letters  of  the  26th  July  and  3d  August,  the  latter 
accompanied  by  copies  of  letters  previously  received  by  me.  Colonel  Rector 
has  accepted  his  appointment,  and  reported  for  duty. 

No  communication  has  yet  been  received  from  Colonel  Leflore. 

Lieutenant  Ryan  has  attended  to  my  duties  since  1 have  been  confined  by 
sickness. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Captain  U.  S.  Ji, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  jS.,  Washington  City. 


Choctaw  Agency,  September  1,  1831. 

Sir:  I wrote  last  from  Vicksburg,  and  proceeded  immediately  to  thi^ 
place,  where  I arrived  four  days  ago.  Colonel  Ward  being  absent,  I defer- 
red writing  until  his  return.  He  is  now  at  home,  and  has  furnished  me  with 
every  information  in  his  possession,  and  promises  every  aid  in  his  power  to 
further  the  business  of  removal.  I found  on  m)?-  arrival,  Netuchache  here, 
with  a party  of  natives  and  half-breeds  from  the  lower  district,  east  of  Pearl 
river.  I had  prepared  a written  communication  to  him,  which  1 presented^ 
at  the  same  time  made  known  to  him  my  wish  for  information  on  the  difie- 
rent  points  required  by  my  instructions.  He  replied  to  me  through 
Mackay,  the  United  States’  interpreter,  that  about  three  thousand  from  hiS' 
district  were  ready  to  go  over  this  fall,  to  start  the  first  white  frost  in  Octo- 
ber; that  the  wagons  would  have  to  be  hired  in  and  near  the  residence*  of  the 
emigrants,  and  proceed  by  the  way  of  Jackson,  across  Pearl  river  to  Vieks^ 
burg,  the  horses  to  cross  at  that  place,  and  find  their  way  through  the  swamp 
some  where  below  Chicot;  that  three  agents  or  conductors  be  appointed, 
namely,  Pierre  Juzan  for  the  six  towns,  William  Juzan  for  Chukasawha, 
and  Samuel  Worcester,  a native,  for  the  Coonche  settlement,  where  he  re- 
sides. Those  conductors  to  attend  to  the  wagons  and  to  the  issuing  of  the 
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corn  and  beef  from  the  places  of  residence  to  Vicksburg,  through  which  place 
the  whole  movement  is  contemplated.  Some  of  them  expect  to  take  their  , 
horses  on  board  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Arkansas.  Will  any  of  them  be  per- 
mitted to  do  so?  The  great  overflow  in  this  country  forbids  any  prospect 
of  a road  across  the  Yazoo  and  Mississippi  swamp.  Colonel  Ward  and  Ma- 
jor Armstrong  say  it  is  impossible.- 

Netuchache  requests  that  some  old  tents  be  furnished  at  Vicksburg,  or 
at  the  mouth  of  White  river,  with  some  blankets,  for  the  use  of  the  helpless 
old  men,  women  and  children,  and  for  the  sick  and  decrepid;  also,  a small 
allowance  for  medicines,  sugar  and  cofiee,  and  other  hospital  necessaries  fop 
the  sick  and  infirm.  Tents,  perhaps,  may  be  procured  at  Jefierson  Barracks 
and  at  Cantonment  Gibson.  It  is  certain  they  will  experience  very  inclement 
weather  before  they  can  be  hutted,  and  the  issue  of  blankets  would  be  ex- 
tremely provident  to  meet  their  certain  exposure  in  their  removal  and  after- 
wards. Considerable  difficulty  exists  between  the  chiefs  recognized  by  the 
Government  and  those  ejected  by  the  people,  and  some  trouble  may  be  an- 
ticipated from  that  source.  In  Netuchache’s  district.  Captain  Joel  Nail,  a 
respectable  and  intelligent  half-breed,  has  numerous  followers.  In  Mushu- 
latubbe’s  district  Colonel  Folsom  has  a large  party,  and  in  Leflore’s  district 
Mr.  Harkins  has  a large  majority  of  followers,  and  Leflore  is  very  unpopu- 
lar, owing  to  causes  which,  if  true,  ought  to  render  him  so.  I have  not  yet 
seen  him,  and,  unless  I am  much  misinformed,  he  wishes  his  party  to  emi- 
grate principally  by  way  of  the  Yazoo.  Captain  Harkins,  the  rival  chief  of 
his  district,  intends  going  through  the  swamp  to  Blanton’s  ferry,  he  having, 
together  with  Colonel  Folsom  and  brother,  addressed  a letter  to  Colonel 
Ward,  which  has  been  shown  to  me,  in  behalf  of  the  old  and  decrepid,  and 
requesting  ample  transportation  in  wagons  by  a road  leading  home  to  widow 
McKinney’s,  on  Yazoo,  forward  to  Blanton’s  ferry.  Captain  Folsom  has 
been  through  that  way,  but  I believe  it,  nevertheless,  impassable  this  fall, 
or  at  any  time  for  wagons.  It  is  a given  up  point  that  a pint  of  corn  to  the 
ration  is  sufficient,  and  Netuchache  said  he  did  not  suppose  the  Government 
was  in  earnest  in  ofiering  it.  I beg  leave  to  recommend  the  issue  of  hard 
bread  during  the  removal,  which  will  save  one-half  the  time  of  cooking.  A 
deposite  at  Vicksburg  of  two  or  three  hundred  barrels  of  pilot  bread,  is  re- 
spectfully advised.  The  Indians  can  supply  themselves  with  corn  and  beef 
on  this  side  of  the  river.  Will  the  Indian  pack-horses,  bearing  burdens,  be 
allowed  corn?  Who  is  to  sign  the  provision  returns?  Who  is  to  sign  cer- 
tificates to  vouchers,  and  to  order  their  payment?  These  queries  are  impor- 
tant in  the  disbursement  and  issue  of  the  money  and  provisions.  I expect 
to  see  to-day  Mushulatubbe,  and  also  Leflore  in  a short  time.  From  them 
I expect  little  additional  information,  excepting  the  naming  of  conductors. 
If  Captain  Clark  was  here  with  the  funds,  we  might  commence  very  soon; 
but,  as  there  is  no  prospect  of  his  coming  here,  some  one  else  ought  to  be 
appointed  for  the  disbursement  of  the  funds,  which  will  be  as  much  as  any 
man  could  attend  to.  One  agent  to  each, district,  with  the  three  conductors 
to  each,  and  other  hands  that  may  be  found  necessary.  One  agent  to  hire 
and  go  with  the  steamboats,  to  be  directed  to  land  at  the  Post  of  Arkansas, 
where  the  wagons  would  meet  them,  but,  if  the  Arkansas  is  up,  to  proceed 
to  Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith. 

My  instructions  direct  me  to  return  to  Little  Rock  after  communicating 
fully  with  the  department,  where  I expect  to  go,  but  not  until  I receive  ad- 
vices of  a definite  character.  No  arrangements  having  been  yet  made  on 
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this  side  of  the  river,  1 of  course  will  remain;  and  beg  leave  to  advise,  as 
soon  as  possible,  the  transmission  of  funds,  and  appointment  of  a disbursing 
agent,  to  he  stationed  here,  with  authority  similar  to  that  given  to  Captain 
Clark;  also,  an  agent  for  each  district.  I could  attend  to  the  steamboating, 
and  go  with  them  each  trip,  but  1 am  indifferent  as  to  what  duty  I may  be- 
assigned.  The  chief  agent  should  be  authorized  to  furnish  moving  parties 
by  land  across  at  Point  Chicot,  with  a conductor  and  funds  to  pay  their  way. 
How  much  would  each  horseman,  moving  himself  over,  be  allowed  to  pay 
his  way  through  ? 

Upwards  of  six  thousand  will  go  over  this  fall  and  winter,  and  it  is  all-im- 
portant that  the  movement  commences  by  the  15th  of  October,  and  con- 
tinues as  long  as  there  are  any  to  go  or  willing  to  go.  I shall  wait  in  expec- 
tation of  the  means  and  directions  for  commencing  operations,  and  am.  of 
opinion,  were  they  ready  and  sufficient,  that  the  whole  nation  of  Choctaws 
would  rise  up  and  move  off  immediately. 

You  may  rest  assured  of  my  endeavors  to  do  ever}^  thing  to  render  those 
people  contented  with  the  change  in  their  situation,  and  of  my  willingness 
to  take  any  amount  of  responsibility,  and  act  in  any  capacity  whereby  the 
Government  and  Indians  may  be  most  benefitted. 

As  Mushulatubbe  and  Leflore  (the  latter  to  whom  1 addressed  a communi- 
cation ten  days  since)  have  not  communicated  with  me,  I shall  write  by  next 
mail,  when  any  thing  they  may  wish  will  be  communicated.  If  it  seems  to  be 
settled  that  Vicksburg  be  the  point  of  embarkation,  the  horses  may  be  there 
crossed  over,  and  a way  through  the  swamp  found  by  coasting  up  the  river 
to  Lake  Providence,  where  the  Tensaw  runs  out  into  the  Washita  near  its 
mouth.  It  is  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  from  here  to  Vicksburg,  and  about 
the  same  distance  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  Mississippi.  It  is  calculated  that 
large  parties  will  go  with  pack-horses:  these  parties  must  be  furnished  with 
conductors  authorized  to  disburse  their  expenses.  These  condiictors  may  be 
appointed  by  the  chief  agent:  Captain  Pitchlyn  and  Colonel  Folsom  are  two 
respectable  men,  one  of  Leflore’s  and  the  other  of  Mushulatubbe’s  district, 
and  could  control  the  disbursements  of  such  parties.  Colonel  Ward,  if  ne- 
cessary, would  undertake  the  disbursement  of  any  amount  of  funds,  and 
which,  if  authorized,  he  can  raise  out  of  the  banks  in  this  State. 

I shall  write  by  next  mail:  in  the  mean  time,  remain. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  *^gent. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington,  D-  G. 

I enclose  a letter  addressed  to  me  from  Captain  Pitchlyn,  who  has  been 
to  Arkansas,  and  who  is  a man  of  first  rate  education,  received  at  the  college 
at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  W.  S.  C. 


September  4.,*  1 8 3 1 . 

Dear  Sir:  In  relation  to  our  conversation  as  to  the  most  practicable  route 
for  a road,  to  be  made  from  this  section  of  the  nation  to  the  Mississippi 
river,  for  the  purpose  of  the  people  of  this  district  to  travel  on  to'  their  new 
country  on  the  Arkansas,  I would  merely  remark,  for  your  consideration, 
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tha^)  owing  to  the  heavy  rains  which  have  latterly  fallen,  scarcely  any 
way  through  the  swamp  of  Mississippi  could  be  so  made  as  to  admit  wagons, 
or  even  horses,  to  pass  through  during  the  ensuing  season.  It  would  have 
been  our  nearest,  and  far  the  best,  way,  to  have  crossed  the  Mississippi  at 
Phillips'  ferry  or  St.  Helena.  The  swamp,  at  this  point  of  the  river,  is  but 
twenty-five  m/iles  in  breadth.  In  a short  time,  an  excellent  road  could  have 
been  made  through  here.  Of  this  we  have  long  since  informed  the  Govern- 
ment. As  those  of  the  party  to  which  I belong  will  be  only  such  as  will 
take  no  stock  with  them  this  year,  they  could  be  easily  conveyed  from 
Vicksburg  to  Montgomery's  point  in  steamboats,  and  from  thence  either  up 
the  Arkansas  by  water  or  by  land.  A great  many  of  us  will  no  doubt  wish 
to  take  our  stock  with  us  next  fall,  and  w^ould  urge  the  Government  to  have 
a road  cut  out  through  the  swamp  to  the  Mississippi,  at  Phillips'  ferry,  at  as 
early  a period  as  possible. 

With  pleasure, 

1 subscribe  myself. 

Your  friend  and  brother, 

P.  P.  PITCHLYN,  • 

Secretary  and  Counsellor  to  the  Chief  of  the  JS'ortheastern 
District  Choctaw  nation. 


To  Wm.  S.  Colquhoun, 

Special  Indian  Agent. 


Choctaw  Agency,  September  4,  1S31. 

Sir:  I wrote  by  last  mail:  since  which  time,  I have  conferred  with 
Mushulatubbe  and  Colonel  G.  Leflore,  in  person.  They  have  both  agreed 
to  move  in  wagons  to  Vicksburg  and  to  Manchester — the  latter  sixty  miles  up 
the  Yazoo  river,  excepting  those  who  wish  to  pack  and  march  through  by 
Chicot.  Colonel  Leflore  does  not  wish  any  conductors  appointed.  He  ad- 
vises that  I should  be  stationed  at  Vicksburg,  as  soon  as  all  the  arrangements^ 
are  made.  He  wishes  the  march  to  take  place  immediately.  It  is  desirable 
that  the  allowance  to  those  who  move  over  on  their  own  resources  be  made 
known  to  them.  Mushulatubbe  has  recommended  three  conductors  to  be 
appointed  in  his  district;  these  men  to  go  along,  and  to  attend  to  the  fur- 
nishing of  the  parties  with  provisions,  and  conducting  them  through.  I have 
requested  the  chiefs  to  organize  the  people  to  be  moved  in  companies  of  one 
hundred  persons,  large  and  small,  with  a captain  for  each,  to  whom  will  be 
assigned  the  task  of  receiving  and  distributing  the  rations.  I think  that  two, 
or,  at  most,  three  wagons  to  each  company  will  be  required.  Mushulatubbe 
recommends  Peter  P.  Pitchlyn,  Thomas  Wall,  and  Samuel  Garland,  as  the 
three  conductors  or  agents  he  wishes  to  be  employed.  They  are  very  in- 
telligent, smart  young  men;  and  can  give  any  amount  of  security,  as  they 
inform  me. 

Captain  Joel  Nail,  who  is  here  from  Netuchache's  district,  is  willing  to 
engage  to  remove  out  of  that  district,  east  of  Pearl  river,  any  number  of  emi- 
grants to  Vicksburg,  at  a fair  price.  Will  you  please  say  whether  you 
will  permit  that  mode,  and  how  much  you  will  allow  for  each  company  of 
one  hundred  persons?  He  will  furnish  wagons  and  provisions.  A majo- 
rity of  Netuchache's  district  will  be  about  150  miles  from  Vicksburg. 
Captain  Nail  requires  no  advances,  but  would  expect  to  be  paid  at  Vicks- 
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burg,  on  the  embarkation  of  the  emigrants  from  that  place.  I am  of  opinion 
the  mode  proposed  by  Captain  Nail  (who  is  fully  capable  of  the  perform-, 
ance)  a good  one,  and  will  save  infinite  trouble.  I therefore  have  to  re- 
quest, whether  you  will  permit  similar  arrangements  throughout? 

Colonel  Leflore  informs  me  he  has  written  fully  to  you  on  the  subject  of 
removal.  His  letter  to  me,  in  answer  to  mine,  is  herewith  enclosed. 
The  chiefs  are  at  this  moment  here,  and  harmony  seems  to  prevail.  The 
people  are  all  anxious  to  go;  and  will  wait,  with  great  impatience,  for  the 
inarching  orders  to  be  given. 

As  Colonel  Ward  is  under  bonds  already  to  the  Government,  and  very 
willing  to  engage  in  the  business,  he  would  be  a safe  depository  of  the  funds, 
and  of  their  proper  disbursement.  I do  not,  however,  shrink  from  any  part 
of  the  duty;  and,  as  I have  before  stated,  am  willing  to  do  any  thing  I am  di- 
rected. The  Indians  expect  the  wagons  to  go  round  to  their  houses,  to  ren- 
dezvous  at  points  on  the  main  road,  and  proceed  in  a body  to  Vicksburg. 
Persons,  both  Indians  and  white  men,  are  anxious  to  contract  for  wagons, 
for  beef  and  corn.  It  will,  therefore,  as  the  time  is  growing  short,  be  neces- 
sary to  give  every  facility  to  the  means  and  authority  required.  Those 
parties  who  pack,  and  go  through  with  their  horses  by  Chicot,  must 
have  a disbursing  agent.  I beg  leave,  therefore,  to  request  instructions  to 
that  efiect.  I have  just  been  informed  that  the  chiefs,  and  headmen,  and 
warriors  of  the  nation,  have  recommended  Major  F.  W,  Armstrong,  for  their 
agent,  to  the  President.  This  need  not,  I presume,  prevent  any  arrange- 
ment with  Colonel  Ward,  who  will  be  invaluable  with  his  services,  arrange- 
ment, responsibility,  and  acquaintance  with  the  country,  in  the  business.  I 
shall  write  by  every  mail,  and  present  for  your  consideration  every  sugges- 
tion which  may  occur  to  my  mind  relative  to  the  concern;  and  close  this  com- 
munication by  barely  observing,  that,  until  the  spring  of  the  year,  the  greater 
part  of  the  cattle  cannot  be  herded  for  valuation  and  sale.  Be  pleased  to  in- 
form me,  whether  the  Choctaws  will  be  allowed  the  same  number  and  de- 
scription of  cattle  in  Arkansas  that  they  give  up  in  this  country?  Mr.  Doug- 
lass, who  was  appointed  to  value  and  sell  the  cattle,  is  here  very  sick.  The 
sale  of  them,  after  the  manner  of  his  instructions,  would  result  in  a total 
loss  to  the  Government.  It  is  respectfully  suggested,  therefore,  that  a party 
of  Indians  be  employed  to  drive  them  to  Arkansas,  where,  owing  to  the 
omigration,  a great  increase  in  the  price  of  beef  must  necessarily  be  expect- 
ed. A contract  might  be  entered  into,  in  each  district,  for  driving  them 
over.  The  request  made  in  my  last  for  tents  and  blankets,  and  hard  bread, 
to  be  sent  to  Vicksburg,  I have  again  to  repeat,  and  hope  it  will  be  complied 
with.  Five  or  six  hundred  barrels  of  bread  I do  not  think  will  be  too  much. 

I calculate  on  three  rendezvous  on  the  road  to  Vicksburg.  The  first, 
Mushulatubbe’s,  at  this  place,  Colonel  Leflore’s  near  Doak’s  stand,  and 
Netuhchache’s  at  or  near  Jackson,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  one  hundred 
miles  south  of  the  agency. 

The  wagons  to  be  at  those  points  loaded,  the  rolls  made  out,  and  provi- 
sions issued,  myself  or  some  other  person  to  go  ahead  and  have  the  steam- 
boats ready,  &c.  I am,  sir. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  *^ge7it. 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 

I have  written  to  Captain  Clark  to  have  boats  for  ferriage,  and  a supply 
of  provisions  ready  at  Point  Chicot.  W.  S.  C. 
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Choctaw  AaENCx,  September  7,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  just  received  a proposition  from  Captain  Nail,  for  moving 
the  emigrating  Choctaws  at  his  own  expense,  from  Chickasawha  and  Six- 
towns,  from  150  to  ISO  miles  to  Vicksburg,  to  find  them  in  provisions,  to  pay 
all  ferriage,  and  to  be  at  every  expense  for  wagons,  &c.,  at  per  head — a 
reasonable  charge,  being  not  more  than  2|  cents  per  mile  for  each,  and 
found  in  provisions.  Such  a contract  would  save  a multiplicity  of  little 
accounts,  and  bring  those  from  the  interior,  who  would  be  difficult  to  trans- 
port by  any  other  mode.  Captain  Nail  is  a half-breed  Choctaw,  and  is  a 
chief  elect  by  the  southeast  district:  he  is  able  and  capable  to  perform  the 
contract,  of  which  fact,  you  can  be  fully  inform  by  Major  Armstrong,  who 
will  go  hence  direct  to  Washington.  Be  pleased  to  reply  to  this  as  soon  as 
possible.  ;• 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN. 

Gen.  George  Gibson. 


August  31,  1831. 

Dear  Major:  I have  concluded,  on  reflection,  that  a subordinate  agency, 
though  it  should  be  temporary,  might  be  acceptable  to  my  brother,  as  lead- 
ing probably  to  something  permanent.  If,  therefore,  the  department  has 
not  appointed  the  requisite  number,  I would  name  him  to  the  General  as  a 
suitable  person.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  western  trade  for  ten  or  twelve 
years,  and  is  an  active  man  of  good  plain  business  habits.  He  could  give 
bonds  for  any  reasonable  amount  that  might  be  required.  Some  time  ago,  he 
was  desirous  of  obtaining  a sutler’s  appointment,  and  forwarded  some  letters 
from  several-  distingushed  and  influential  gentlemen — Mr.  Hendricks,  the 
Senator,  who  lives  in  the  same  village,  the  Lieutenant  Governor  Stapp,  and 
Doctor  Canb}?',  who  is  a leading  Jacksonian  in  Indiana,  and  came  near  being 
elected  governor  at  a former  election.  I can  only  find  the  one  from  the 
last  named  gentleman  on  file,  which  is  enclosed.  One  thing  may  be  safely 
relied  upon,  that  is,  his  perfect  integri^ty  of  character,  and,  considering  the 
difficulty  you  will  experience  in  finding feuch,  it  may  be  an  object  to  secure 
them  by  appointments  here.  He  lives  in  Madison,  a short  distance 
above  Louisville,  and  could  reach  Arkansas  as  early  as  the  mail.  Although 
he  has  not  been  successful  in  trade,  he  is  entirely  free  from  pecuniary 
embarrassments.  His  failure  resulted  more  from  the  extraordinary  depre- 
ciation of  property  in  the  western  country  than  any  want  of  skill,  or  bad 
management,  on  his  part.  His  father-in-la has  been  a man  of  wealth, 
and  will  probably  be  so  again,  as  he  has  a claim  for  ^70,000  pending  before 
the  commissioners  under  the  Danish  treaty.  This  will,  of  course,  not  all 
be  obtained  even,  if  the  evidence  is  satisfactory;  but  a third  or  fourth  would 
be  a fortune  to  him  in  these  times. 

I do  not  say  that  my  brother  will  positively  accept  the  appointment,  but 
I should  be  very  glad  if  he  could  have  the  offer  of  it.  It  would  not  occupy 
much  time  to  hear  from  him  on  that  point. 

Yours, 

T.  CROSS. 

Major  Hook,  Acting  C.  G.  S, 


[512] 


576 


4 


Indianapolis,  January  24,  1830. 

Sir:  1 have  been  informed  that  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Cross,  of  Madison,  is  de- 
sirous of  obtaining  some  situation  in  the  army,  and  would  be  willing  to  ac- 
cept that  of  sutler  at  some  of  our  western  posts.  I have  been  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Cross  for  upwards  of  ten  years,  and  have  no  hesitation  of  recom- 
mending him  to  the  department  as  a gentleman  of  unblemished  character, 
and  every  way  qualified  for  the  situation  he  solicits.  He  is  a brother  of 
Major  Trueman  Cross  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  very  much 
resembles  him  in  character  and  manners. 

If  there  should  be  a vacancy,  his  appointment  would,  I believe,  give  gen- 
eral satisfaction j and  would  be  considered  as  a particular  obligation  confer- 
ed  on 

Your  obedient  servant, 

I.  T.  CANBY. 

Hon.  John  H.  Eaton. 


Little  Rock,  September  7,  1831. 

General:  My  health  is  so  far  restored  that  I hope,  in  a few  days,  to  be 
able  to  attend  to  business. 

During  my  confinement,  I instructed  Lieutenant  Ryan  to  make  conditional 
contracts  for  supplies  on  the  route  from  Memphis,  Helena,  and  the  Post  of 
Arkansas,  to  this  place,  which  has  been  done  at  six  cents  per  ration;  also 
from  this  place  to  Fort  Smith  (should  any  Indians  go  that  way)  at  the  same 
price;  and  from  this  place  to  Kiamichi,  by  the  way  of  Washington,  at  six 
and  a fourth  cents  per  ration.  The  contracts  are  more  favorable  to  the 
United  States  than  I supposed  it  would  be  done  for,  taking  into  view  the  difii- 
eulties  of  furnishing  supplies  on  some  parts  of  either  of  the  routes.  The  con- 
tracts are  conditional:  should  no  supplies  be  required,  the  United  States  will 
sustain  no  loss,  and  are  only  bound  to  receive  what  may  be  actually  required, 
if  any. 

By  the  above  arrangement,  supplies  can  be  placed,  if  necessary,  on  either 
of  the  routes  before-named  by  having  a short  time  to  prepare.  I hope  the 
removal  will  commence  in  time  to  get  through  before  the  winter  sets  in,  as 
the  roads  in  many  places  in  this  country  are  almost  impassable  for  wagons 
in  wet  weather,  or  when  the  water  courses  are  full. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  CapL  U.  S,  A. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  >S'.,  Washington  City, 


Choctaw  Agency,  Ith  September,  1S3L 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a letter  from  Colonel  Greenwood  Leflore  on  the  subject 
touching  the  location  and  duty  of  the  agent  controlling  the  disbursements, 
&c.,  of  the  removal.  In  my  previous  communications  all  the  information  I 
could  obtain  has  been  made,  and  I have  little  to  say  in  addition  that  would 
not  be  extraneous.  I shall,  notwithstanding,  write  by  every  successive 
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mail  to  apprize  you  of  my  being  constantly  on  the  spot,  and  ready  to' com- 
mence operations. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  • 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN,  *9. /. 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 

Mr.  Douglass,  the  person  appointed  to  value  and  sell  the  cattle^  wHo  was 
very  sick,  is  much  better. 

w.  s.  c. 


Choctaw  Agency,  September  6,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  state  it  as  my  opinion  that  Mr.  Colquhoun,  or 
some  other  agent,  should  be  stationed  at  Vicksburg,  and  authorized  to  procure 
suitable  steamboats  of  light  draught,  from  Louisville  or  New  Orleans,  to  be 
in  readiness  at  an  appointed  time  at  Vicksburg,  and  up  the  Yazoo  river;  also 
to  procure  ferriage  across  the  river  at  Vicksburg  for  those  who  go  that  way 
by  land  with  horses  and  cattle;  and  to  have  the  power  to  employ  and  pay 
express  men  for  such  purposes  as  may  be  required  for  the  service. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

GREENWOOD  LEFLORE. 

Chief  of  Choctaw  Na  tion, 

General  Geor^^e  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S,  Washington,  D.C. 


Madison,  September  17,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  transmitting  an  ap- 
pointment from  the  Secretary  of  War  as  special  Indian  agent,  which  I 
hereby  accept. 

The  appointment  was  entirely  unexpected  to  me,  and  I have  therefore  all 
my  arrangements  yet  to  make.  These,  however,  shall  be  hastened  as  much 
as  possible.  As  soon  as  they  are  complete,  will  set  out  in  compliance 
with  your  instructions.  In  the]mean  time,  I hope  the  circumstances  stated 
will  excuse  my  delay.  ^ 

I am,  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  CROSS. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Choctaw  Agency,  September  9,  1831. 

Sir:  I wrote  by  last  mail,  and  by  every  previous  one  after  my  arrival 
here,  giving  all  the  information  I could  obtain,  and  suggesting  every  thing 
calculated  to  promote  the  object  of  the  Government  in  removing  the  Choc- 
taws. 
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Yesterday  Colonel  Ward  received  from  Major  Gaines  the  circular  allow- 
ing the  commutation  of  ten  dollars;  which  arrangement  will  relieve  the  de- 
partment from  much  trouble,  and  insure  a speedy  removal  of  the  Indians. 

I h%ve,  however,  determined  to  remain  here  until  I receive  further  instruc- 
tions. Colonel  Leflore  is  still  here;  and  he,  together  with  Colonel  David 
Folsom,  (a  chief  elect)  have  expressed  their  approbation  of  the  new  arrange- 
ment. The  greater  part  of  the  Choctaws  will  cross  at  Chicot,  where  pro- 
visions ought  to  be  supplied.  I have  written  to  Captain  Clark  to  that  ef- 
fect, and  shall  do  so  again  by  this  mail.  I beg  to  be  informed  of  the  man- 
ner intended  to  be  adopted  in  making  the  allowance  of  ten  dollars  to  each, 
and  have  to  suggest  that  tickets  be  given  to  each  individual  on  this  side, 
descriptive  of  the  persons  holding  them,  and  presented  by  them  in  person 
to  the  agent  on  the  other  side  of  the  Mississippi.  Some  such  precaution  will 
be  necessary  to  prevent  imposition.  There  are  several  hundred  Choctaw 
Indians  in  their  new  territory,  who  removed  last  fall  and  winter.  Will 
they  be  entitled  to  the  commutation  allowance? 

The  weather  still  continues  wet,  and  is  now  warm  and  unwholesome: 
much  sickness  prevails  on  the  Yazoo  and  Mississippi,  and  it  is  clearly  ad- 
mitted that  a movement  at  this  period,  and  for  a month  to  come,  would  render 
the  party  moving  liable  to  contract  disease.  The  appearance,  therefore, 
of  delay  does  not  exist,  and  the  Indians  are  perfectly  satisfied  to  remain  until 
cold  weather  commences. 

It  is  believed  in  this  country  that  the  refusal  of  the  Government  to  ratify 
sales  of  reservations  will  cause  them  to  sell  for  much  less,  on  account  of  the 
doubt  and  uncertainty  of  the  ultimate  grant  thereof.  This©  has,  however, 
little  weight  with  the  speculator,  who  will  take  a legal  conveyance  of  the 
right  of  the  Indian,  (who,  by  the  extension  of  the  laws  of  the  State  over 
this  country,  is  a competent  party  to  a contract:)  but  the  aforementioned 
disability  will  be  used  always  by  the  purchaser  as  good  cause  for  a reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  the  'reservation.  I have  had  no  letter  from  the  depart- 
ment since  I left  Washington. 

Mr.  Douglass,  the  person  appointed  to  value  and  sell  the  cattle,  is  at  Co- 
lumbus sick.  I presume,  however,  his  duties  will  in  a great  measure  be  dis- 
pensed with,  as  the  Indians  will,  for  the  piost  part,  embrace  the  offer  ©f 
commutation. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

- WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN,  6'.  /.  Ji. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S, 


Columbus,  Mississippi,  Sept.  16,  1831. 

Sir:  I came  up  here  with  Colonel  Ward,  the  Choctaw  agent,  and  by  his 
request  to  advise  with  him  in  the  provisional  appointment  of  some  per- 
son to  fill  the  place  of  the  late  Mr.  Douglass,  who  died  on  the  8th  instant, 
and  who  was  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  value  and  sell  the  Choc- 
taw cattle.  The  necessity  of  this  step  seemed  absolute,  the  sales  being  ad- 
vertised, and  Col.  Ward  forthwith  employed  a Major  Dowsing,  a very  re- 
spectable and  responsible  man,  who  started  this  day  on  his  route  through  the 
nation  in  discharge  of  his  duty. 
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I return  to  the  agency  this  evening,  where  I expect  to  meet  instructions 
from  Colonel  Gaines,  who,  I understand,  has  the  superintendence  of  the  re- 
moval as  far  as  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi.  The  emigration  by  the 
way  of  Point  Chicot  will  be  extensive,  and  I have  written  to  Captain  Clark, 
requiring  ferriage  and  provisions  at  that  point.  The  transportation  in  steam- 
boats, I apprehend,  owing  to  the  low  stage  of  the  water,  will  not  be  higher 
up  the  Arkansas  than  the  post.  In  a letter  to  Captain  J.  P.  Taylor,  at 
Louisville,  I requested  him  to  make  known  the  probable  wants  of  the  emi- 
grants at  Vicksburg,  about  the  1st  of  November,  of  light  draught  steam- 
boats to  convey  them  up  the  Arkansas. 

The  extension  of  the  laws  of  this  State  over  the  Choctaw  country,  it  would 
seem,  has  induced  the  impression  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  regu- 
lating Indian  trade  had  been  superseded.  1 am  led  to  this  conclusion  from 
the  daily  occurrence  of  facts,  and  particularly  that  of  the  unrestrained  pur- 
chase in  this  place  of  quantities  of  whiskey  by  the  Indians,  who  transport  it 
in  different  directions  through  the  nation,  producing  an  utter  subversion  of 
every  law  or  regulation.  Perhaps  orders  from  the  War  Department,  in- 
structing the  agent  to  prosecute,  might,  in  some  measure,  arrest  the  progress 
of  this  evil.  If  it  were  advertised  at  Vicksburg  and  at  this  place,  I am  sure 
it  would  have  a good  effect. 

I am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN,  *9.  /. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Choctaw  Agency,  Sept,  21,  1S31. 

Sir:  By  the  last  mail  from  the  south,  your’s  of  the  13th  and  24th  ultimo, 
with  their  enclosures,  were  duly  received.  The  appointment  of  Col.  G.  S. 
Gaines  insures  the  certain  and  speedy  removal  of  the  Choctaws,  and  he  is 
now  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  that  purpose. 

Wagons  can  be  obtained  to  any  extent,  and  corn  and  beef  in  abundance. 
I cannot  speak  certainly  when  the  march  will  commence,  but  will  venture 
to  say  the  15th  October. 

The  sale  of  the  cattle  has  commenced  at  a loss  of  more  than  one-half  their 
valuation.  The  Indians  are  bringing  them  forward  for  valuation,  choos- 
ing to  take  the  same  number  and  kind  west  of  the  Mississippi,  rather  than 
the  money.  I have  not  heard  from  Captain  Clark  since  I left  Arkansas, 
hut  presume  every  thing  is  done  to  meet  the  emigrants  on  their  arrival. 

I suppose,  if  the  Arkansas  river  should  be  high  enough  for  boats  to  go  to 
Little  Rock  or  Fort  Smith,  the  circumstance  of  Colonel  Gaines’  agency  ex- 
tending no  further  than  the  west  bank,  would  make  no  obstacle,  and  that 
the  same  conveyance  would  continue. 

I shall  be  punctual  in  communicating  our  progress;  and 
Have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN,  A.  L 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Little  Rock,  Sept.  12,  1831. 

General:  I have  sent  Lieutenant  Ryan  on  the  route  from  this  place  to 
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Kiamichi  to  select  suitable  places  to  deposite  supplies,  should  it  become  ne- 
cessary to  do  so.  I have  also  sent  Colonel  Rector  with  the  teams  to  the 
mouth  of  White  river,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  wagons  into  the 
prairie,  near  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  where  the  oxen  can  be  herded  and  the 
teams  exercised  daily,  to  keep  them  gentle:  they  will  be  kept  there 
until  I am  informed  where  the  Indians  will  cross  the  Mississippi,  unless 
Colonel  Leflore  should  require  them,  to  be  sent  into  the  old  Choctaw  coun- 
try. In  his  letter  to  me,  he  merely  says  he  is  authorized  by  Major  Hook 
to  call  on  me  for  wagons,  if  necessary,  but  does  not  say  whether  or  not  he 
will  do  so. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  U.  S,  Ji. 
Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.j  Washington  City, 


Doak^s  Stand,  Sept,  SO,  1831. 

Sir:  Since  receiving  your  last,  by  the  way  of  Vicksburg,  of  the  24th  Au- 
gust, I have  been  instructed  by  Col.  Gaines,  the  superintendent,  to  contract 
for  subsistence,  and  to  employ  some  discreet  person,  acquainted  with  the 
country,  and  capable  of  judging  of  wagons  and  teams  fit  for  the  service,  to  hire 
the  number  of  wagons  required”  for  Leflore’s  district.  Conformably  there- 
with, I have  advertised  at  Columbus  and  Jackson,  and  at  intermediate  places, 
for  supplies  of  fresh  beef,  corn,  and  salt,  by  the  ration  or  in  bulk,  for  the 
emigrants  of  Leflore’s  district  on  this  road,  and  have  employed  Mr.  Joshua 
J.  Parker,  proprietor  of  this  place,  to  procure  the  wagons.  I shall  proceed 
immediately  to  Rankin  to  make  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  the  emi- 
grants from  the  Yazoo  river,  and  return  here  by  the  15th  October  to  close 
the  contracts  for  the  wagons  and  subsistence  at  this  place. 

Col.  Gaines,  in  his  letter  to  me,  expresses  his  entire  approbation  of  my 
proceedings  on  the  upper  end  of  this  road,  where,  I have  the  satisfaction  to 
inform  you,  Mr.  Thomas  McGee  is  engaged  hiring  wagons  and  contracting 
for  rations,  A part  of  Mushulatubbe’s  party  will  go  by  Memphis. 

’ Col.  Gaines  wishes  me  to  apply  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Black  creek, 
near  Rankin,  to  open  the  road  to  Blanton’s  ferry,  at  Point  Chicot;  and  I shall 
do  so,  but  I fear  the  unhealthiness  of  the  season,  and  the.boggy  condition  of 
the  ground,  will  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  that  object.  The  mail 
branches  off  at  this  place  to  Rankin  fifty  miles;  twenty-five  miles  from  Ran- 
kin, on  the  ridge  between  the  Yazoo  and  Big  Black,  is  situate  Benton,  the 
seat  of  justice  for  Yazoo  county.  Manchester  is  on  the  Yazoo,  sixty  miles 
from  its  mouth,  and  ten  miles  from  Benton,  and  thirty-five  miles  from  Ran- 
kin, which  is  near  the  Choctaw^  line,  direction  from  this  place  N.  W.,  as  I 
before  said,  about  fifty  miles.  Georgeville  is  a little  town  ten  miles  beyond 
Big  Black,  on  the  road  hence  to  Benton. 

I have  not  yet  seen  Col,  Gaines,  and  Mr.  McGee  told  me  he  would  not 
come  into  the  nation  till  about  the  10th  inst. 

I am  informed  that  the  road  leading  from  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  op- 
posite Vicksburg,  to  Lake  Providence,  crosses  the  lake  by  a ferry,  and  pene- 
trates the  upper  country  nearly  on  the  line  between  the  State  of  Louisiana 
and  Territory  of  Arkansas.  The  movement  may  be  later  than  contempla- 
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ted,  but  I trust  it  will  be  effectual  when  it  takes  place,  and  satisfactory  to 
all  parties. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  Jigent. 


General  GEORa^^  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  15, 1831. 

Generals  Your  two  letters  of  the  18th  August,  accompanied  by  a copy 
of  your  letter  to  Col.  G.  S.  Gaines,  and  circular  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Choc- 
taws, also,  four  packets  of  printed  forms  and  contracts,  were  received  by  this 
day’s  mail. 

I informed  you  on  the  9th  of  August,  that  1 had  directed  Lieut  Stephen- 
son to  contract  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  of  beef,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  previously  contracted  for:  it  was  with 
a view  to  furnish  the  Indians  after  the  arrival  of  the  five  thousand  at  their 
new  homes  up  to  the  1st  of  January  next.  The  uncertainty  as  to  the  proba- 
ble number  that  will  remove  this  fall  induced  me  to  withhold  making  a fur- 
ther contract  until  I could  learn  something  more  satisfactory  on  the  subject. 
By  your  letter  of  the  18th  August,  I am  informed  that  the  number  that  will 
emigrate  this  fall  will,  probably,  exceed  eight  thousand.  I will  therefore,  in 
the  next  papers  of  this  place,  advertise  for  proposals  to  contract  for  beef  for 
that  number  for  the  first  quarter  of  1832,  (a  copy  of  which  1 herewith  en- 
close to  you. ) Previous  to  making  contracts  for  the  second  quarter  of  1 832, 
it  will  be  well  to  advertise  in  the  Missouri  papers  that  the  people  of  that 
State  and  Illinois  may,  if  they  think  proper,  bid  for  contracts:  at  present 
there  would  not  be  time  sufficient  to  make  contracts,  and  have  beef  brought 
from  there,  befqre  it  will  be  required  for  issue. 

In  your  letter  of  the  18th  August,  you  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be 
well  to  advertise  for  corn  and  beef  at  the  same  time.  The  corn  to  be  issued  on 
Red  river  must  be  furnished  by  the  settlements  on  that  river,  as  it  will  not 
bear  transportation  from  the  interior;  and  persons  who  may  wish  to  deliver 
beef  might  not  be  disposed  to  contract  to  deliver  corn,  unless  you  intend  that 
the  contracts  should  be  separate.  Lieut.  Stephenson  has  a better  opportunity 
of  making  an  advantageous  contract  for  corn  than  myself,  being  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  the  Red  river  settlements. 

Indians  can  be  more  easily  supplied  at  Fort  Smith  than  on  Red  river,  and 
at  a lower  rate,  as  there  is  more  corn  near  that  place  than  on  Red  river,  and 
the  facility  of  obtaining  beef  is  much  greater.  I am  apprehensive  that  the 
Red  river  settlements  will  not  furnish  corn  sufficient  for  eight  thousand  In- 
dians one  year. 

Very  respectfull}^, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Captain  U,  S. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,,  Washington  City, 


[ 512  ] 


582 


Little  Rock,  September  18, 1831. 

General:  In  your  letter  of  13th  August  to  Col.  Gaines,  you  speak  of 
two  principal  modes  that  present  themselves  in  removing  Indians — in  steam- 
boats by  the  way  of  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  river,  and  in  wagons  by  the 
road  to  Memphis.  As  respects  the  latter  mode,  I beg  leave  to  remark  that 
there  has  been  so  much  rain  during  the  summer  and  fall  that  the  swamps,  I 
am  informed,  on  the  road  from  Memphis  to  this  place,  have*  not  been  dry  at 
any  time  during  the  summer;  and,  from  the  representation  of  persons  who 
have  travelled  it  on  horseback,  it  is  doubtful  if  wagons  could  be  brought 
through  empty  in  any  thing  like  reasonable  time:  should  any  Indians  come 
to  Memphis,  I believe  it  would  be  the  interest  of  the  United  States  (and  cer- 
tainly a great  saving  of  time,)  to  put  them  on  steamboats,  and  bring  them  to 
the  Post  of  Arkansas,  or  to  this  place. 

I have  said  so  much  on  the  subject  of  being  relieved  in  my  present  duties, 
that  I beg  you  to  pardon  me  for  again  introducing  it.  To  me  it  is  a matter  of  no 
ordinary  interest:  I feel  that  my  reputation  is  at  stake,  and,  owing  to  the 
many  unavoidable  difficulties  which  present  themselves  in  a country  like 
this,  the  chances  are  greatly  against  me.  I cannot  accuse  myself  of 
being  whimsical  in  this  matter,  as  I never  would,  voluntarily,  have  un- 
dertaken the  duty  had  I known  that  any  part  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
removal  would  have  devolved  on  me;  and  I beg  you  to  believe,  (if  I am  al- 
lowed to  have  a choice,)  that,  viewing  the  weight  of  responsibility  as  I do, 
I could  not  be  induced  to  continue  on  the  duty. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 

Captain  United  States^  Army. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Doak’s  Stand,  October  3,  1S31. 

Sir:  I yesterday  received,  from  Colonel  Gaines,  a letter  advising  me  of 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Cross,  and  enclosing  an  order  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  two  companies  of  the  3d  infantry,  on  the  Yazoo  river,  to 
cause  a road  to  be  opened  across  the  Yazoo  and  Mississippi  swamp  to  the 
river  bank  opposite  Point  Chicot.  In  the  opinion  I advanced  to  Colonel 
Gaines, -of  the  impracticability  of  making  a wagon  road  through  the  swamp, 
I am  sustained,  not  only  by  the  fact  of  the  unprecedented  overflow  through 
this  country,  but  also  the  advice  of  every  one  acquainted  with  the  location 
of  the  trace.  The  prospect,  however,  in  any  event,  of  working  on  it  this 
fall,  is  placed  out  of  view  by  the  removal  of  the  troops  to  Cantonment  Jesup, 
Louisiana,  more  than  a week  ago,  where  they  had  been  previously  ordered. 

I have  not  yet  heard  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Cross  in  the  nation;  and  have 
received  no  communication  from  your  department  since  that  enclosing  the 
appointment  of  Colonel  Gaines. 

I expect  a great  number  of  the  Indians  will  embrace  the  offer  contained 
in  your  circular  of  the  l^th  of  August. 

The  estimate  enclosed  is  made  in  conformity  to  the  request  of  Colonel 
Gaines  in  his  letter  to  mo  of  the  1st  of  October,  (thus:)  i wish  you  to 
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make  out,  and  forward. to  General  Gibson,  an  estimate  of  the  probable  ex- 
pense of  conveying  the  emigrants,  and  subsisting  them  from  Vick&burg  to 
the  places  of  landing  on  the  Arkansas  river,  and  of  the  ferriage,  &c.,  and 
request  that  the  amount  may  be  deposited,  if  convenient,  in  the  Bank  at 
Vicksburg. 

I have  estimated  for  only  four  thousand,  supposing  that  about  two  thou- 
sand will  go  by  Jylemphis  and  Point  Chicot,  and  a number  on  their  own  re- 
sources, availing  themselves  of  the  commutation  of  $10;  which  allowance, 
I am  induced  to  believe,  will  cause  many  to  delay  their  removal  to  a later 
period  than  contemplated  and  agreed  upon  at  the  different  conferences  I 
have  had  with  the  chiefs. 

I have  hired,  already,  a number  of  wagons,  and  advertised  for  rations; 
which  I expect  to  get  at  6i  cents,  the  price  Colonel  Gaines  has  agreed  upon 
by  contract  with  Colonel  D.  W.  Wright  of  Columbus.  I design  to  be  in 
Vicksburg  from  the  25th,  and  after,  while  the  crossing  and  embarkation 
takes  place. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 
Special  Indian 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  8. 


Little  Rock,  October  5,  1831. 

General;  In  my  letter  of  September  12th,  I informed  you  that  I had 
sent  Lieutenant  Ryan  to  Kiamichi  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  suitable 
stands  to  deposite  supplies.  After  performing  that  duty,  he  returned  to  this 
place  on  the  29th  ultimo. 

I have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  his  report,'  from  which  you  will 
perceive  that,  after  passing  Washington,  tl^e  road  will  require  some  repairs 
to  enable  the  Indians  to  reach  old  Cantonment  Towson  without  probably  being 
detained  on  the  way  by  high  water,  &c.  Lieutenant  Ryan  has  made  arrange- 
ments to  have  some  repairs  made,  the  expense  of  which  will  not  be  great; 
and  has  recommended  others  which  would  be  of  great  importance  in  the  re- 
moval of  Indians,  driving  cattle  to  that  country  for  their  subsistence,  &c., 
but  which  I do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  have  made  unless  authorized  by  you. 
The  expense  to  the  United  States  of  supplying  a large  party  of  Indians  de- 
tained at  any  of  those  creeks  by  high  water,  a few  days,  would  probably 
exceed  that  of  having  bridges  put  over  them;  and  at  the  season  when  the 
Indians  will  be  passing  over  that  part  of  the  route  to  their  new  homes,  we 
may  reasonably  expect  high  water  and  bad  roads.  No  communication  has 
yet  been  received  from  Colonel  G.  S.  Gaines,  agent  for  the  removal,  &c., 
of  the  Indians  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi:  consequently,  I am  still  unin- 
formed of  the  probable  time  when  the  Indians  may  be  expected  on  the  west 
bank,  or  the  place  where  they  will  cross  that  river. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARIC. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  iS.,  Washington  City. 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  1,  183L 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  that,  in  compliance  with  your  or- 
ilers  of  the  6th  ultimo,  I have  been  to  Cantonment  To wson,  in  company  with 
Mr.  Belding,  the  contractor  for  subsisting  the  Choctaw  Indians  from  this 
place  to  that  garrison.  I returned  here  on  the  29th  ultimo.  I have,  in  ac- 
cordance with  your  instructions,  selected  such  places  for  c^posites  of  pro- 
visions as  I thought  best  on  account  of  convenient  distances  and  good  sup- 
plies of  water:  the  last  point  of  deposite  is  at  a place  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Water  Hole,  that  is,  twenty  miles  from  the  Post,  and  a supply  of  water 
is  to  be  had  there  at  almost  any  season  of  the  year.  I have  also  obeyed 
your  instructions  as  to  the  examination  of  the  condition  of  the  military  road 
between  Washington  and  the  Cantonment,  and,  on  that  subject,  respectfully 
beg  leave  to  make  the  following  remarks  and  suggestions  to  you,  to  wit:  Con- 
siderable repairs  are  required  at  the  following  named  places,  principally  cause- 
waying: some  bridges  will  be  required,  which  I will  mention  hereafter. 
The  bottom  lands  through  which  the  road  passes  are  the  Plum  creek,  Mine 
creek,  the  Saline  bayou,  the  Big  and  Little  Cossetot,  and  those  of  the  Lit- 
tle river  and  its  cut-off.  Besides  the  above  named,  there  are  some  few  places 
beyond  the  Choctaw  line  which  require  some  repairing. 

The  bridge  over  the  Little  Cossetot  being  no  longer  serviceable,  and  that 
stream,  as  well  as  its  bottoms,  being  very  difficult  to  pass,  I have  made  an 
agreement  with  a Mr.  Blankenship,  who  lives  near  that  stream,  to  construct 
a bridge,  and  repair  the  bottoms  of  that  bayou  through  which  the  road  runs. 
I have  also  made  an  agreement  with  a Mr.  Holeman  to  repair  the  road 
where  it  passes  through  the  Saline  bottoms;  and  I would  also  reconynend 
the  construction  of  a bridge  over  that  stream.  I think  this  would  be  advisable,, 
on  account  of  there  being  no  ferryboat  there,  (the  one  that  was  there  is  wash- 
ed off,)  the  stream  being  liable,  at  the  season  of  the  year  that  the  Indians 
will  probably  pass  it,  to  be  too  high  to  be  fordable;  in  which  condition  it 
possibly  might  remain  for  some  three  or  four  days  at  a time,  which,  from 
all  that  I could  learn,  together  wy:h  my  own  little  knowledge  of  the  stream,  I 
have  no  doubt  is  often  the  case  in  the  fall  and  winter.  I have  made  a con- 
tract with  Mr.  Holeman,  subject  to  your  approbation  or  disapprobation, 
to  construct  a bridge  at  that  place,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  foot.  The 
stream  is  about  seventy  or  eighty  feet  wide,  and  has  very  steep  banks.  For 
the  same  reason  above  offered,  I would  also  recommend  the  construction  of 
a bridge  over  the  Big  Cossetot.  This  stream  is,  I think,  about  one  hundred 
feet  wdde,  and,  when  high,  runs  very  rapid:  for  that  reason,  a bridge  over 
it  would  require  to  be  more  solidly  constructed  than  that  over  the  Saline. 
Doctor  McWilliams,  a responsible  citizen  of  Washington,  Hempstead  coun- 
ty, Arkansas  Territory,  will  construct  a frame  tressled  bridge  over  that 
stream  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per  foot:  the  tressles  not  to  be  more  than 
twenty  feet  apart.  That  is  the  price  given  for  such  work  by  Lieut.  Collins, 
assistant  quartermaster,  the  officer  who  is  superintending  the  construction  of 
the  military  road  now  running  through  the  Territory.  A reason  in  favor 
of  bridges  over  the  streams  above  named  is,  the  expense  of  one  day’s  deten- 
tion of  five  thousand  - Indians  for  provisions,  at  any  one  of  those  streams, 
would  more  than  pay  for  the  construction  of  the  bridges  required:  besides 
such  expense,  the  public  wagons  will  be  very  liable  to  be  much  injured  in 
descending  and  ascending  the  steep  banks  of  those  streams  if  they  are  not 
bridged. 
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From  information  obtained  of  Mr.  Hartfield,  a resident  in  Sevier  county, 
near  Little  river,  and  the  representative  from  that  county  in  the  Territorial 
Legislature,  I am  induced  to  believe  that  the  present  road  can  be  made  five 
miles  shorter,  and  the  cut-oflf  of  the  Little  river  avoided.  The  passage  of 
that  cut-off  is  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  whole  route.  A new  road  can 
be  cut  at  a trifling  expense,  as  it  would  pass  through  an  open  wood.  The 
repairs  above  named  are  among  the  most  important  required  on  the  road 
from  Washington  to  Cantonment  Towson;  and,  should  much  rain  fall  dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  the  necesssity  of  them  will  be 
very  great.  : 

Very  respectfully, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  R.  RYAN,  Lieut,  U.  S.  A., 
Agent  in  removing  and  subsisting  Indians. 
Captain  J.  B.  Clark,  U,  S,  Army, 


Little  Rock,  October  31,  1832. 

General:  Enclosed,  herewith,  you  will  receive  my  property  return  and 
vouchers  for  the  third  quarter  of  1831;  also  my  return  of  provisions  received 
and  isssued  for  the  same  period. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Capt,  U.  S.  A.' 

General  GEonaE  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 

Little  Rock,  October  3,  183L 

General:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  enclose  to  you  my  account  cur- 
rent, abstract,  and  vouchers,  for  the  third  quarter  of  1831. 

I am,  sir,  with  greai  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Captain  U.  S,  A, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  October  5,  1831. 

General:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  enclose  to  you  a contract  for 
supplying  rations  to  Indians,  &c.,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Arkansas  river.  , 
I am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Captain  U,  S.A„ 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,,  Washington  City, 
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, Little  Rock,  October  19,  1831. 

General:  1 have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a copy  of  a letter  received 
by  mail  on  the  15th  instant  from  William  S.  Colquhoun,  agent  in  removal 
and  subsistence  of  Indians;  from  which  you  will  perceive  that  it  has  been 
determined  to  bring  the  Indians  to  four  separate  points,  viz.,  Memphis,  Post 
of  Arkansas,  Blanton’s  ferry,  near  Point  Chicot,  and  Vicksburg:  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  I have  found  it  necessary  to  appoint  two  additional  agents 
to  assist  in  their  removal  and  subsistence.  I have  sent  Colonel  W.  Rector 
to  Vicksburg  to  take  charge  of  the  party  that  will  pass  by  Lake  Providence. 
I have  appointed  Mr.  W.  McK.  Ball,  of  this  place,  a special  agent,  and  sent 
him  to  Blanton’s  ferry  to  take  charge  of  the  party  that  may  cross  at  that 
point;  and  have  also  appointed  Doctor  J.  T.  Fulton,  of  this  place,  special 
agent,  and  sent  him  to  Memphis  to  take  charge  of  the  party^  that  may  ar- 
rive at  that  place. 

Not  being  informed  whether  the  party  by  the  way  of  Memphis  will  come 
prepared  to  pass  through  by  land  to  this  place,  or  to  ascend  by  water  to  the 
Post  of  Arkansas,  I have  deferred  making  arrangements  to  have  them  sup- 
plied on  the  Memphis  route,  until  information  can  be  had  on  that  subject, 
which  Doctor  Fulton  has  been  instructed  to  obtain  as  soon  as  practicable,  and 
communicate  by  express  to  the  superintendent  at  this  place. 

In  consequence  of  parties  coming  by  the  ^vay  of  Vicksburg  and  Blanton’s 
ferry,  it  becomes  necessary  to  make  contracts  to  supply  rations  on  those 
routes  from  the  west  bank  of  the  Pdississippi  to  Kiamichi,  which  is  here- 
with enclosed:  there  was  not  time  sufficient  to  invite  competition,  and  to 
allow  the  contractors  time  necessary  to  place  supplies  on  the  routes.  I had 
consequently  to  make  the  best  arrangement  possible  at  the  moment.  The 
high  price  and  difficulty  of  procuring  supplies  on  these  routes  has  greatly 
increased  the  price  of  the  ration. 

Captain  Brown  has  arrived.  Lieutenant  Ryan  will  be  sent  to  the  Post  of 
Arkansas  on  duty. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Capt.  U.  S.  A. 

General  Georgs  Gilson, 

6\  6r.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Choctaw  Agency,  September  24,  1831. 

Dear  Sir:  Colonel  Gaines,  the  superintendent  for  the  removal  of  the  In- 
dians, advises  me  to  send  an  express  to  you,  to  apprize  you  of  the  approach  of 
the  Choctaw^s,  which  fact  has  been  heretofore  communicated  respecting  those 
to  arrive  at  Point  Chicot  and  the  Post  of  Arkansas.  It  is  now  decided  that  a 
party  from  Mushulatubbe’s  district  will  proceed  by  the  way  of  Memphis, 
under  charge  of  Captain  McGhee,  so  that  you  will  have  to  aid  them  from 
that  point  with  an  agent,  and  the  necessary  funds.  They  will  be  at  Mem- 
phis on  the  10th  November.  A large  part}^  will  cross  at  Vicksburg,  and  go 
through  by  Lake  Providence,  another  party  by  Blanton’s  feriy  at  Point 
Chicot;  and  the  steamboats* will  land  at  the  Post  of  Arkansas  about  the  1st 
of  November,  where  it  will  be  expected  that  \vagons  and  provisions  are  in 
“waiting. 
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I am  just  oif  for  Rankin,  where  a letter  will  find  me  till  about  the  1st  of 
November. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Agent. 

Captain  Jno.  B.  Clark, 

Siipe7'intendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Iiidians,  Liitle  Rockc 


Little  Rock,  October  9,  1831. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  9th  September,  relieving  me  from  the  duty  of  superintending  the  remo- 
val and  subsistence  of  Indians.  Captain  Brown  has  not  yet  arrived. 

Having  received  no  information  from  Colonel  Gaines  as  to  the  time  when 
the  Indians  will  probably  cross  the  JMississippi,  or  the  points  where  they  will 
pass  that  river,  and  believing  it  to  be  very  important  that  the  agent  at  this 
place  should  be  informed  on  those  points,  with  a view  to  gain  that  informa- 
tion  I have  sent  an  express  into  the  old  Choctaw  country. 

My  account  current,  abstract,  and  vouchers,  together  with  my  property 
return,  and  return  of  subsistence,  for  the  third  quarter  of  1831, were  forward- 
ed  to  you  by  the  last  mail. 

I am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 

Captain  2d  Infantry. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.j  Washington  City. 


Camp  Phoenix,  September  20,  1831. 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  by  Lieutenant  S.  V.  R.  Ryan,  (1st  art.) 
that  it  will  be  probably  necessary  to  employ  more  officers  than  are 
now  on  the  duty  of  transporting  and  subsisting  the  Choctaw  Indians  on 
this  side  the  Mississippi,  I respectfully  request  to  be  placed  on  that  duty. 
If  placed  on  that  duty,  I will  assure, the  Commissary  General  that  no  exer- 
tion on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  perform  my  duty  correctly  and  legally. 

S.  K.  COBB,  Lieut.  2d  Infantry. 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Doak’s  Stand,  October  20,  1831. 

Sir:  In  my  conference  with  the  chief.  Greenwood  Leflore,,  about  the  be- 
ginning of  September  last,  it  was  distinctly  understood  and  agreed  upon  that 
the  emigrants  from  his  district  would  amount  to  near  three  thousand;  that 
a station  on  the  Robertson  road,  in  the  nation,  near  this  place,  should  be  the 
point  of  assemblage  for  the  eastern  section,  and  another  at  or  near  Rankin,  for 
the  western;  that  the  15th  day  of  October  should  be  fixed  for  the  period  of 
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breaking  up  and  moving  in  to  those  two  places  with  a view  to  enrolment 
and  preparation  for  starting.  Under  this  arrangement,  I hired  wagons  and 
contracted  for  provisions,  and  gave  notice  in  all  directions  that  I was  ready 
for  the  emigrants  at  this  point,  as  well  as  at  the  encampment  on  Black  creek, 
(lately  evacuated  by  the  troops  under  Captain  Lewis,)  at  which  place  I had 
made  similar  arrangements  of  hiring  wagons  and  contracting  for  provisions. 

While  absent  on  the  Yazoo,  I received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Q.  W. 
Harkins,  the  chief  elect,  (but  not  recognized  by  the  Government,)  with  in- 
formation from  other  sources,  not  from  Harkins,  that  the  Indians  had  failed 
to  assemble;  that  the  wagons  were  coming  in,  and  were  at  a loss  to  know 
how  to  proceed.  I hastened  over,  and  being  convinced  that  the  Indians 
would  not  assemble,  I instantly  discharged  the  wagons,  giving  to  each  a cer- 
tificate of  service,  with  a request  for  them  tp  be  kept  in  readiness  until 
wanted,  of  which  due  notice  would  be  given. 

By  Harkins’s  letter,  it  will  be  perceived  that  he  has  been  the  cause  of  this 
failure  to  assemble.  He  went  through  the  district  some  time  since,  and 
called  councils;  at  which  he  advised  them  to  move  on  their  own  resources, 
and  that  he  would  lead  them,  and  procure  for  them  the  commutation  allow- 
ance of  10  dollars.  He  well  knew  their  inability  to  move;  but,  as  his  letter 
fully  proves,  acted  solely  with  the  view  of  frustrating  the  object  of  the  Go- 
vernment. He  has  great  influence  with  them,  and  can  lead  them  as  he 
pleases;  and,  as  he  evidently  wdshed  to  be  employed  in  the  removal,  I have, 
by  the  advice  of  Colonel  Gaines,  sent  him  an  appointment  to  collect  them, 
allowing  him  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  day  while  engaged 
in  the  employment.  I am  still  in  hopes,  and  have  the  assurance  of  another 
influential  man  of  the  nation,  (named  .John  Ellis,)  who  I have  employed  to 
collect  them,  that  a large  body  will  yet  assemble  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  weeks.  Ellis  is  now  calling  councils,  and  exhorting  them  to  come 
forward. 

Being  obliged  to  return  here,ar>d  ultimately  go  to  Vicksburg,  to  meet  the 
parties  coming  on  from  Mnshulatubbe’s  and  Netuchache’s  districts,  in  or- 
der to  provide  ferriage  and  steamboats,  I have,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  Colonel  Gaines,  employed  Mr.  Robert  M.  Jones,  an  intelligent 
and  educated  Choctaw,  to  act  as  assistant  agent  to  the  party  assembling  on 
Black  creek,  near  Rankin.  The  high  character  of  Mr.  Jones,  given  to  him 
by  Colonel  Gaines,  warrants  the  assurance  of  his  efficiency,  and  entitles  him 
to  the  respect  of  the  department.  Any  communication  which  may  be  di- 
rected to  him  will  find  him  at  Gcorgeville  post  office,  near  Black  creek. 
The  Rankin  post  office  is  equally  as  near,  but  not  as  convenient. 

I have  received  no  letter  from  the  department  since  the  date  of  the  24th 
August.  I have  contracted  with  Mr.  Samuel  Long,  of  the  Choctaw  nation, 
for  the  rations  required  at  the  camp  at  Black  creek,  for  six  cents  and  five 
mills.  He  is  to  supply  them  to  Vicksburg  at  the  same  rate.  At  this  en- 
campment I have  contracted  with  Messrs.  Daniel  W.  Wright  and  Samuel 
Ragsdale  at  the  same  price,  (say  six  and  a half  cents,)  to  furnish  as  far  as 
Vicksburg. 

The  weather  is  good  and  the  meani^  efficient,  and  nothing  but  a compli- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  Indians  to  assemble  is  wanted  to  insure  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  removal.  I 

I made  an  estimate,  which  you  have  received  ere  this;  and,  of  course? 
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shall  want  money  soon,  as  I have  none  in  my  hands  belonging  to  Go- 
vernment. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  Jlgent. 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Choctaw  Nation,  October  10,  1831. 

Dear  Sir:  I received  your  letter  a few  days  since,  stating  that  I was  ap- 
pointed to  attend  to  the  removal  of  the  Indians  on  both  sides  of  the  Robertson 
road,  and  I have  neglected  to  answer  your  letter  until  now.  And  now,  in 
answer,  I must  inform  you  that  it  is  absolutely  out  of  my  power  to  attend 
to  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws  in  Colonel  Leflore’s  district. 

I have  already  spent  three  weeks  in  riding  through  the  district,  preparing 
the  people  to  remove  this  fall;  and  I cannot  be  at  the  trouble  and  expense 
again,  without  receiving  some  compensation  for  my  troubles. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  treaty  making  chiefs  to  attend  to  the  removal  of  their 
people,  as  they  are  paid  for  their  services  by  the  General  Government. 

The  fact  is,  you  will  never  be  able  to  get  the  Choctaws  to  emigrate  this 
fall,  unless  you  employ  some  of  the  natives  to  assist  you  in  preparing  them 
to  remove  to  their  new  homes  this  fall.  Should  you  think  it  prudent  to  em- 
ploy some  man  to  assist  you  in  getting  the  Choctaws  to  remove,  I would 
recommend  you  to  get  Capt.  Thomas  Leflore,  as  he  has  a great  deal  of  influ- 
ence with  his  people.  It  is  my  opinion  that  you  can  get  the  people  ready 
by  the  20th  of  next  month,  if  you  are  industrious.  In  my  travels  through  the 
district  there  were  1,500  who  registered  to  go  this  fall;  but  they  have 
concluded  to  go  on  their  own  footing,  and  receive  the  ten  dollars  after  they 
get  west.  I have  been  waiting  for  Colonel  Ward  to  return  home,  and  so 
soon  as  he  gets  back  I shall  appoint  a whole  district  council,  as  those  who 
are  going  to  remove  this  fall,  on  their  own  footing,  will  have  to  get  their 
certificates. 

The  War  Department  says  that  they  will  not  recognize  me  as  chief;  and  now 
I have  determined  not  to  put  myself  to  any  trouble  in  attending  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  Choctaws.  The  fact  is,  I can  be  chief  if  I want  to  be.  I am 
sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  most  of  my  people  have  determined  not  to 
emigrate  until  I went.  It  will  be  some  time  next  fall  before  I shall  remove. 
I know  it  will  be  best  for  the  Choctaws  to  go  as  soon  as  possible,  as  they 
are  destroying  themselves,  and  spending  what  little  property  they  have  for 
whiskey. 

I should  be  very  glad  if  I had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and  conversing 
with  you.  I shall  start  up  to  Columbus  to-morrow  with  my  family,  and 
shall  expect  to  spend  about  three  weeks  there. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

GEORGE  W.  HARKINS. 
William  S.  Colquhoun,  Special  Indian  *dgent. 


Doak’s  Stand,  October  21,  1831. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  of  yesterday,  enclosing  that  of  George  W.  Harkins  to 
me,  I did  not  apprize  you  of  the  movements  in  the  other,  or  eastern  districts 
of  Netuchache  and  Mushulatubbe,  being,  at  the  time,  without  authentic 
information.  Since  then,  by  a letter  from  Colonel  Gaines,  I learn  that 


590 


I 

t 512  3 

3,500  of  Netuchache’s  will  be  on  the  march  for  Vicksburg  on  the  28tk; 
and  2,000  from  Mushulatubbe’s,  about  the  same  time,  will  leave  their  ren- 
dezvous near  the  Choctaw  Agency,  one  half  for  Memphis,  the  other  for 
Vicksburg;  besides  about  400  who  will  cross  at  Helena  on  their  own  re- 
sources, under  Captain  Jere.  Folsom  and  others. 

Since  my  last,  I have  had  intelligence,  also,  from  Leflore’s  district,  that  I 
may  depend  on  their  immediate  assemblage,  as  desired.  So  that,  in  fifteen 
days,  it  may  be  safely  calculated  that  near  7,000  will  be  on  their  w'ay  to 
their  land  in  the  west. 

1 enclose  you  a ticket  as  a specimen  of  those  given  under  the  authority  of 
the  circular.  That  part  on  the  left  hand,  with  the  words  ‘^commutation  cer- 
tificate granted  to,”  is  numbered  and  retained  in  the  book,  and  will  be  a 
guide  to  the  paying  agent  over  the  Mississippi.  A list  will  also  be  kept  in 
a book  for  each  district. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN,  6^.  L A. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  >9.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  25,  1831. 

General:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  to  you  my  account  cur- 
rent, abstract  and  vouchers,  to  the  24th  instant,  on  which  day  my  duties  as 
superintending  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  ceased. 

Captain  Brown,  fintMng  it  necessary  to  have  money  at  this  place  to  carry 
on  his  operations,  determined  that  I would  either  have  to  go  to  New  Orleans 
for  the  ten  thousand  dollars  deposited  there  to  my  credit,  (no  part  of  which 
has  yet  been  drawn  for,)  or  to  remain  on  duty  at  this  place  until  he  could 
go  for  the  same.  I preferred  to  go  to  New  Orleans,  to  remaining  at  this 
place.  I enclose  you  a copy  of  his  order:  his  receipt  for  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars to  close  my  account  will  be  forwarded  to  you  on  my  return  to  this 
place.  I also  enclose  to  you  my  property  and  provision  returns,  with  vouch- 
ers, to  the  24th  instant. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Captain  U.  S.  A. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  24,  1831. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  without  delay,  and 
obtain  the  funds,  (ten  thousand  dollars,)  deposited  there  by  Government  to 
your  credit,  and  will  return  with  the  same  to  this  place,  with  as  little  delay 
as  practicable,  preparatory  to  the  fulfilment  of  special  order  No.  105,  of  the 
8th,  and  to  comply  wdth  the  instructions  of  the  Commissary  General  of 
•Subsistence  of  the  9th  September,  1831;  and 
I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN, 

Captain  Qlh  Infantry^  Superintendent  removal  of  Indians, 

To  Capt.  J.  B.  Clark, 

Third  U,  S,  In/^y,  late  SupU  rem^l  of  Indians^  Little  Rocky  A,  T, 
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Clinton,  Mississippi,  'Nov,  18,  1831. 

Sir:  The  more  immediate  direction  and  control  of  the  emigration  having 
been  arranged  to  Colonel  Gaines,  and  my  engagement  being  active  in  the 
camp,  and  on  the  march,  my  communications  have  necessarily  become  uii- 
frequent. 

I have  now  to  inform  you  distinctly  as  to  the  number  and  direction  of  the 
moving  parties. 


No.  1.  By  Memphis,  with  McGee,  about  - - - 500 

2.  Jere.  Folsom  (commutation  party)’  - - - 200 

3.  Col.  D.  Folsom,  N.  Norwood,  agent,  by  Vicksburg,  now 

encamped  tbere.1  ------  500 

4.  Robert  Jones,  (half-breed)  agent  from  Black  creek,  now  at 

Vicksburg,  - - - - - - 100 

5.  Netuchaehe’s,  Doctor  Earl,  agent,  now  in  Vicksburg  1,800 

6.  Capt.  S.  T.  Cross,  agent,  now  on  the  march  between  here 

and  Vicksburg  - - - - - - 500 


3,600 

This  is  the  number  enrolled,  and  to  which  may  be  added  one  hun- 
dred I have  issued  tickets  to  - - - - - 100 


3,700 


In  the  rear,  and  on  the  flanks  of  the  parties,  a considerable  number  may 
be  estimated,  but  their  destination  is  uncertain.  I have  met  with  a little 
detention  here,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  giving  up  my  horse  to  the  express 
from  General  Coflee  and  Major  Eaton,  who  have  required  the  agent.  Colo- 
nel Ward,  now  at  Vicksburg,  to  notify  the  chiefs  of  their  wish  to  meet  them 
in  council  at  the  agency  the  last  of  this  month. 

We  shall  send  the  Indians  and  their  baggage  by  steamboats,  and  their 
horses  and  empty  wagons  through  by  Lake  Providence.  They  have  a 
great  aversion  to  steamboats,  arising  entirely  from  exaggerated  stories  they 
have  been  told  of  their  danger. 

I have  the  satisfaction  to  say  that  the  arrangements  of  the  forage  trans- 
portation and  provision  accounts  have  been  rendered  so  simple  that  the 
whole  operation  will  admit  of  settlement  immediately  after  the  accomplish- 
ment of  removal. 

I have  to  request  instructions  relative  to  my  future  disposition,  whether 
to  take  a station  in  the  interior  of  the  nation  to  enrol  for  removal  in  wagons, 
or  take  post  at  Point  Chicot,  Vicksburg,  Helena,  or  Memphis,  to  issue  tickets 
•of  commutation  allowance.  The  crossing  of  the  river  I have  considered  by 
far  the  most  proper  place  for  the  issue  of  the  tickets.  Please  address  me  at 
Vicksburg. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN,  *9.  /. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 

Note. — The  number  of  emigrants  mentioned  in  this  letter  was  subsequently  increased  to 
nearly  5,000. 
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Vicksburg,  Nov,  29,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors  of  the  25th  ultimo 
and  1st  current,  respecting  the  draft  which  has  been  duly  received,  and  of 
which  I have  turned  over  to  Colonel  Gaines  $5,000,  to  Captain  S.  T.  Cross 
4^3,000,  to  Colonel  W.  Rector  ^1,000.  This  last  was  required  to  aid  Colonel 
Rector  in  subsisting  the  party  going  by  land,  via  Lake  Providence. 

I have  abstracted  and  consolidated  the  accounts  of  Wright  and  Ragsdale, 
the  contractors,  have  settled  with  them,  and  paid  them  every  cent  due 
them  for  forage  and  subsistence.  My  accounts  shall  be  forwarded  as  soon 
as  I can  duplicate  the  abstracts.  WTight  and  Ragsdale’s  accounts  amount 
to  ^5,648  60,  a reasonablejsum  for  the  subsistence  and  forage  of  so  large  a 
body  for  the  same  period.  The  number  which  have  crossed  and  embarked 
on  board  boats  may  with  certainty  be  estimated  at  3,000:  viz. 

Steamer  W.  Scott  - ~ 1,000)  The  Scott  to  the  Post  Arkansas^ 

Reindeer,  and  170  ton  keel  600  5 the  Reindeer  to  Little  Rock. 

Talma  - - 500)  Both  those  boats  up  the  Washita 

Cleopatra  - - 500  ) to  the  Ecor  de  Fabre. 

Via  Lake  Providence  500 

3,100 

Via  Memphis,  with  McGee  450 

3,550 

Besides  these,  about  five  or  six  hundred  have  had  commutation  certificates 
issued  to  them,  and  as  many  more  have  crossed  without  support  from  any 
quarter. 

The  last  of  the  party  on  the  river  opposite  this  place  took  up  the  line  of 
march  this  morning.  . There  are  a few  stragglers  about  here  hunting  their 
horses  lost  in  this  vicinity,  to  whom  I think  support  ought  to  be  extended, 
and  I have  accordingly  given  it  to  them. 

I had  some  trouble  with  Greenvvood  Leflore  which,  if  necessary,  at  some 
future  time,  I will  detail  to  you.  He  and  1 are'  at  present  very  good  friends, 
having  ‘^buried  the  hatchet,”  not  in  form,  but  in  the  spirit,  after  a sharp 
contest. 

I understand  it  is  contemplated  to  turn  over  the  Choctaw  cattle  for  issue. 
Such  an  arrangement  wnll  only  answer  where  beeves  are  turned  over.  The 
majority  of  the  cattle  that  I have  seen  oflered  for  valuation  were  miserably 
mangy  looking  things.  Much  excitement  prevails  relative  to  the  neglect 
shown  to  Major  Dowsing,  wdio  was  recommended  by  the  public  authorities 
in  this  State  en  masse.  The  fact  is,  the  Major,  from  what  I have  seen  of 
him,  is  competent  to  fill  any  station,  has  been  a Senator  of  the  State,  and  is 
in  all  respects  a worthy  man.  He  has  sold  all  the  cattle  offered  for  valua- 
tion or  exchange,  and  under  the  orders  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  (Mr.  Hamilton,)  could  do  no  less  than  sell  at  a sacrifice,  being 
obliged  to  sell  immediately  after  valuation,  proceeding  from  house  to  house 
through  the  nation. 

The  necessity  for  appointing  an  agent  (provisionally)  on  the  decease  of 
Mr.  Douglass  was  absolute,  to  enable  the  emigration  to  take  place  in  time. 

I am,  sir,  in  haste. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  JigenL 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S.^  Washington  City* 
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VicKSBURGj  December  10,  1831. 

Sir:  I am  just  out  of  a sick  bed,  confined  for  a few  days  with  bilious 
fever.  The  weather  is  now  colder  here  than  itn^as  ever  known  before,  and 
the  rains  for  some  time  past  have  been  incessant.  The  steamboat  Reindeer, 
which  I intended  for  Little  Rock,  put  the  Indians  out  at  the  post.  She 
immediately  took  in  Colonel  Maury  and  one  hundred  troops.  I had  con- 
tracted for  her  to  go  to  the  Rock,  so  that  the  wagons would  have  been  clear 
of  loading,  but  the  assistant  agent,  Mr.  Norwood,  against  my  express  orders, 
gave  her  up,  and  discharged  her.  This  error  has  thrown  together  Folsom’s 
and  Netuchache’s  parties,  likewise  the  Memphis  party— altogether  about  two 
thousand  three  hundred.  I understand  they  have  no  other  means  of  trans- 
portation than  the  forty  wagons,  and  the  roads  are  impassable.  This  situa- 
tion is  distressing,  and  must  get  worse.  They  are  generally  very  naked,  and 
few  moccasins  are  seen  among  them.  The  snow  has  now  been  on  the  ground 
here  without  diminution  since  yesterday  morning,  and  the  party  just  arrived, 
and  embarking  on  the  Walter  Scott  for  the  Ecor  de  Fabre,  are  in  the  most 
wretched  condition.  I enclose  you  a statement  of  my  accounts,  to  show 
what  disposition  has  been  made  of  the  funds  which  have  come  into  my 
possession.  It  wmuld  seem  that  steamboat  hire  w^as  very  high,  and  indeed 
it  is  too  true;  but  I assure  you  every  exertion,  by  advertisement  and  other- 
wise, has  been  resorted  to  in  order  to  procure  them  on  better  terms.  The 
disgusting  sight  of  a vessel  loaded  with  human  beings  under  no  control  or 
regularity,  leaving  their  evacuations  in  every  direction  through  the  whole 
range  of  the  cabins  and  decks,  w'ould  create  in  the  mind  of  any  one  an 
additional  allowance  for  the  transportation.  This  party  now  embarking,  of 
Fisher’s,  consisting  of  two  hundred:  they  are  a wretched  set  of  beings, 
nearly  naked,  and  have  marched  the  last  twenty-four  hours  through  sleet  and 
snow,  barefooted.  If  I could  have  done  it  with  propriety,  I would  have  given 
them  shops.  I distributed  all  the  tents,  and  this  party  are  entirely  without. 
Colonel  Gaines  left  me  this  morning  for  home,  via  New  Orleans.  He  does 
not  intend  to  return.  He  speaks  of  raising  a party  at  Mobile,  but  I do  not 
agree  with  him:  my  opinion  is,  that  somewhere  near  Doak’s  stand,  or  any 
where  in  the  nation,  is  better.  I am  yet  quite  unwell,  and  hardly  able  to  w^alk. 
I have  not  been  out  of  the  house  for  a week,  and  reget  the  absence  of  every 
agent  but  myself,  with  so  much  on  my  hands.  I have  been  obliged  to  obtain 
a room  large  enough  for  an  office  and  bed  room.  It  has  been  thronged  for 
the  last  three  w’eeks,  and  even,  during  my  severe  illness,  I was  constantly 
beset.  Small  parties  have  been  crossing  in  the  trail  of  those  moved  by  the 
Government,  and  tickets,  ferriages,  and  provisions,  (this  being  considered 
a depot,)  furnished  them. 

1 have  done  without  every  thing  I could  dispense  with,  and  hope,  when  I 
render  my  account,  it  will  be  deemed  reasonable  and  correct.  Hoping  I 
may  not  disappoint  your  confidence  in  me, 

I remain. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUxN, 

Special  Indian  Jlgent. 

General  George  Gibson,  C,  G.  S. 

P.  S.  The  demands  to  be  satisfied  with  the  balance  of  money  on  hand 
amounts  to  near  ®10,000,  so  that  I shall  have  nothing  to  meet  contingencies 
75 


594 


# 

C 512  ] 

with.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  transmit  me  a draft  for  or  25,000, 
which  will  be  sufficient,  I think,  to  meet  every  claim. 

w.  s.  c. 


Estimate. 


To  two  boats  up  the  Washita  (trip) 

Probable  delay  days,  say  - - . 

The  wagons  with  Fisher’s  par^y  - - - 

The  Walter  Scott  now  loading  for  Ecor  de  Fabre  - 
Probable  delay  days  - ... 

- 

i^4,100 

1,500 

1,500 

2,000 

600 

Add  subsistence  of  Fisher’s  party  from  East  Pearl  to  Ecor  de 
Fabre,  say 

9,700 

1,500 

Contingencies,  - - - . 

- 

11,200 

1,000 

Deficiency  - - - - 

- 

12,200 

8,398 

$3,802 

VicKSBiTFiG,  December  11,  1831. 

Sir:  I wrote  you  by  the  last  mail,  and  have  now  to  inform  you  thatCapt. 
Fisher  and  his  Indians  are  all  on  board,  and  ready  to  be  off.  I have  paid  off 
all  the  wagons  of  the  party,  amounting  to  ^1,610.  The  Indians,  at  my 
suggestion,  got  the  amount  of  their  annuity  in  shoes,  and  blankets,  and  tent- 
cloth.  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Bennet  let  them  have  it,  although  neither 
chief  nor  Colonel  Ward,  the  agent,  were  present:  their  condition  required 
it,  and  no  doubt  can  possibly  exist  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  issue.  The 
swamp  is  at  this  time  said  to  be  impassable;  and  this  evening,  when  I was 
down  at  the  river,  I saw  two  tents  on  the  other  side,  which  I fear  are  those 
of  some  Indians  who  crossed  ten  or  fifteen  days  ago. 

I have  passed  several  winters  in  this  climate,  but  never  have  seen  such  a 
spell  of  weather  before.  It  has  been  continually  storming,  with  rain  and 
snow,  the  last  fifteen  days,  and  the  sky  overcast  nearly  all  the  time.  It  is 
truly  unfortunate  for  the  service  of  removal  of  the  Indians,  rendering  the 
result  unfavorable  and  more  expensive.  I find  now,  had  it  been  a dry  fall, 
nearly  the  whole  tribe  might  have  passed  through  the  swamp  with  little 
difficulty.  Steamboats  are  very  expensive,  but  very  commodious  and  effi- 
cient. I find  that  an  additional  sum  of  S5,000  will  be  entirely  necessary, 
and  hope  to  receive  it  by  the  1st  of  February  at  farthest.  I have  not  re- 
ceived any  letter  from  your  department  for  some  time  past. 

I am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQCHOUN, 

Special  Indian  .RgenL 

General  Georg^  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 
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Vicksburg,  December  1,  1831. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  Ihe  abstracts  and  provisions,  original  re- 
turns,  and  forage  returns  for  issues,  made  to  the  different  parties  of  Indians 
who  have  emigrated  up  to  the  26th  and  27th  of  November,  1831,  by  t is 
place.  You  will  perceive  that  the  pint  of  corn  was  inadequate;  and  that  an 
additional  pint  was  found  necessary  owing  to  the  complaints  of  the  Indians. 

Messrs.  Wright  and  Ragsdale  have  made  little  or  nothing;  and  the  proba- 
bility is,  that  the  ration  will  not  again  be  obtained  so  low.  The  change 
from  corn  to  meal  and  flour,  and  from  beef  occasionally  to  pork  and  bacon, 
increased  the  cost  of  the  ration,  but  the  contractors  felt  bound  to  comp  y, 
and,  in  settling  with  them,  I was  obliged  to  divide  the  ration— allowing 
3.2  for  bread,  and  3.2  for  meat,  and  1 mill  for  salt.  I hope  the  settlemen 
will  prove  satisfactory.  ^ ^ ^ 

I am  yet  furnishing  transient  Indians  with  provisions  and  ferriage,  and  1 
expect  a party  (150)  next  week  from  Pearl  river,  under  Captain  Silas  D. 
Fisher,  a half-breed.  An  agent  will  be  wanting  in  Arkansas  to  pay  off  com- 
mutation tickets.  I think  that  service  might  be  more  safely  rendered  by 
Major  Armstrong,  their  new  agent,  who  knows  them  all,  and  would  eflec- 
tyally  prevent  imposition.  I shall  remain  here  until  I hear  from  you. 
first  party,  on  board  the  Reindeer  and  keel  boat,  were  landed  at  the  Post, 
positively  against  the  requisitions  of  the  contract. 

The  Walter  Scott,  with  Colonel  Gaines  on  board,  with  1,000  or  1,200 
Indians,  were  to  have  availed  themselves  of  the  wagons  and  other  prepara- 
tions at  the  Post,  and  the  Reindeer  was  to  have  ascended  to  Little  Rock. 
I understand  that  Colonel  Maury,  with  a part  of  the  seventh  infantr}'’, 
wanted  the  boat,  and  caused  the  change  in  its  destination.  The  Brandywine, 
from  Memphis,  with  450,  will  arrive  at  the  Post  about  the  same  time:  so 
that  upwards  of  two  thousand  will  be  landed  at  the  Post.  Ihe  Cleopatra 
and  Talma,  with  about  one  thousand  on  board,  were  at  Natchez,  on  their 
way  up  the  Washita  river  to  the  Ecor  de  Fabre.  The  weather  has  clea^d 
up,  and  I have  hopes  the  five  hundred  on  their  route  by  land  will  not  suffer 
much. 

I a in,  sir,  . > 

•With  great  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Sjiecial  Indian  Agent. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.f  Washington  City. 


Vicksburg, 4,  1S32. 

Sir:  I wrote  yesterday,  enclosing  my  accounts.  Since  then  Mr.  Cioss, 
pecial  agent,  has  arrived  in  the  Talma  from  Washita.  He  left  the  Ecor 
de  Fabre  about  a w^eek  ago,  and  the  Indians  in  good  health  and  li^h 
with  plenty  of  provisions,  just  departing  from  that  point  for  HempsteM 
c.  h.,  sixty  five  miles.  Those  who  passed  through  the  swamp 
encountered  numerous  difficulties.  They  came  to  the  Post  of  Washita, 
where  they  embarked  on  board  the  Talma  for  the  Cote  au  Fabre.  The  first 
trip  of  the  Talma  I mentioned  in  my  last;  the  second  and  last  trip,  Mr. 
Cross  was  obliged  to  come  down  to  the  Post,  and  penetrate  the  swamp  be- 


596 


C 512  ] 

yond  the  Prairie  de  Rouge,  within  forty  miles  of  Lake  Providence,  w^here 
he  found  the  rear  party  in  great  distress.  He  hastened  them  on  to  the  Post, 
where  they  were  embarked  on  board  the  Talma,  horses  and  all.  It  is  feared 
that  some  few  are  yet  in  the  swamp;  but  as  the  weather  has  been  dry  for  a 
few  days,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  traversing  it,  as  people  are  travelling 
constantly  from  here,  by  Lake  Providence,  to  the  Post  and  Washita.  The 
Indians  that  were  at  first  landed  at  the  Cote  au  Fabre  refused  to  proceed 
until  their  friends  came  up;  and,  excepting  the  expense,  their  transportation 
by  water  was  greatly  preferable;  but,  in  every  respect,  inevitable  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  On  the  arrival  of  the  whole  at  the  Ecor  de  Fabre, 
a degree  of  satisfaction  pervaded  the  camp,  and  ail  their  troubles  and  diffi- 
culties seemed  to  have  vanished.  They  were  to  start  immediately,  and  had 
only  about  130  miles  to  travel  to  the  depot  of  provisions  of  Lieutenant  Ste- 
phenson, forty  miles  east  of  Fort  Towson,  at  McCann’s  old  place. 

Steamboats  can  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  get  to  the  Post  of  Washita,  and 
a greater  part  of  the  time  to  the  Ecor  de  Fabre,  which  is  250  miles  by  wa- 
ter, and  about  110  by  land,  above  the  Post.  It  is  certainly  a good  route: 
Hempstead  county  has  abundance  of  corn  and  cattle,  and  wagons  were 
obliged  to  be  hired  there  to  proceed  to  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  a distance  of 
250  miles,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Indians  at  that  landing.  The  two  trips 
of  the  steamboat  Talma  from  the  Post  to  the  Cote  au  Fabre,  amounting  to 
^25,000,  remains  unpaid;  and  my  estimate  is  short  $1,300,  which  additional 
sum,  with  that  in  the  estimate,  will  be  requisite  and  necessary  to  close  the 
business  of  the  season. 

I am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  Agent, 

General  Gibson,  Washington  City. 


Vicksburg,  January  S,  1831, 

Sir;  Your  letter  of  the  1st  of  November  to  Colonel  Gaines,  I have  in  his 
absence,  and  by  his  direction,  opened,  and  have  to  inform  you  that,  of  the 
remittance  of  S24,000  to  me,  some  has  been  disbursed,  and  the  accounts  for- 
warded. In  my  last  I made  reference  to  the  disposition  of  the  Choctaw  cat- 
tle. Some  of  them  may  be  fit  to  issue  as  beef,  and  I have  no  doubt  a con- 
tractor would  be  glad  to  take  it,  provided  he  would  be  allowed  to  issue  it. 
Experience  has  proven  that  contracts  for  the  issue  of  rations  is  greatly  pre- 
ferable to  the  method  of  deposites  in  bulk,  and  issues  by  commissaries.  The 
time  is  short,  and  the  competition  for  the  contract  will  be  greater  next  fall 
than  this.  In  a moving  party  the  advantage  is  distinctly  seen  in  the  absence 
of  a number  of  agents,  who  Would  have  to  be  employed  to  take  charge  of 
the  supplies  and  issue  them. 

I write  in  haste,  as  I am  just  leaving  a tavern  infected  by  the  small  pox  of 
a most  virulent  character,  attacking  the  vaccinated  as  well  as  those  who  have 
not  had  that  advantage.  Three  men  have  died  this  week  with  it,  and  seve- 
ral others  are  sick  in  the  neighborhood.  A young  lady  in  the  room  just  un- 
der the  one  I occupy  is  now  suffering  under  its  affliction.  I mention  this  as 
an  excuse  for  returning  from  here  to  Clinton. 
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Gapt.  Cross  is  here,  and  will,  by  the  first  boat,  proceed  to  Chicot. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUFIOUN, 

Special  Indian  Agent. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Vicksburg,  Miss.,  January  6,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  enclosed  my  quarterly  return  of  disbursements  for  sub- 
sisting emigrant  Indians;  also,  my  account  current. 

By  directions  from  Col.  G.  S.  Gaines,  superintendent,  I was  instructed  to 
keep  a memorandum  of  my  travelling  expenses,  also  that  of  my  horse,  and 
submit  the  same  to  you  for  approval,  which  I have  done.  As  you  have  ere 
this  been  apprized  of  the  movement  of  the  Indians  under  my  charge,  it  leaves 
me  but  little  to  say  in  reference  thereto:  the  party,  however,  which  I ac- 
companied on  board  the  steamers  Cleopatra  and  Talma,  from  this  to  Cote 
au  Fabre,  Arkansas,  arrived  there  safe  on  the  9th  ult,  where  they  remained 
in  camp  till  wagons  could  be  procured  for  their  removal,  and  the  arrival  of 
their  friends,  horses,  &c.,  who  were  going  by  land  from  this  place  to  join 
them  at  that  point  [Ecorde  Fabre.)  A few  days  after  my  arrival,  I under- 
stood that  those  who  had  undertaken  to  travel  by  land  were  in  the  swamp 
sufiering  greatly,  they  and  their  stock,  in  consequence  of  the  unprecedented 
cold  spell  of  weather  which  occurred  at  that  time.  I went  immediately  to 
Monroe,  Louisiana,  and  penetrated  the  swamp,  and  rescued  about  three  hun- 
dred persons,  many  of  whom  was  much  frosted.  I marched  them  to  Mon- 
roe, a']t  which  place  I chartered  the  steamboat  Talma  to  convey  them  to 
Cote  au  Fabre,  Arkansas,  where  they  arrived  much  relieved  from  their  suf- 
fering and  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  friends:  had  they  been  left  to  tra- 
vel by  land  from  Monroe  to  Cote  au  F abre,  they  would  not  have  made  that  point 
in  thirty  days,  which  would  have  retarded  the  movement  of  the  whole  party 
very  much.  I was  prompted  by  humanity,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  Govern- 
ment, to  move  those  people  in  a steamboat  from  Mohroe  to  Ecor  de  Fabre: 
in  doing  this,  the  whole  party  would  be  put  in  motion  much  earlier  than  suf- 
fering them  to  go  by  land,  many  of  whom  could  not  travel.  I hope,  sir, 
you  will  sustain  me  in  the  course  I took  on  the  occasion.  I would  here  re- 
mark, for  the  satisfaction  of  the  department,  that  the  Indians  moved  in  so 
many  small  parties  that  no  regularity  could  be  observed  in  issuing  them  pro- 
visions; frequently  provisions  and  forage  were  purchased  and  issued  with- 
out that  due  form  which  otherwise  would  have  been  observed — believe^  how- 
ever, the  whole  to  be  substantially  correct.  The  number  of  Indians  at  Cote 
au  Fabre,  who  would  all  leave  there  on  the  1st  of  this  month,  were  about 
one  thousand  one  hundred:  great  harmony  and  satisfaction  prevailed  in  the 
camp.  I received  orders  at  Ecor  de  Fabre,  from  Col.  Gaines,  to  repair  to 
Point  Chicot,  Arkansas,  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  commutation  tickets  to 
those  Indians  who  are  moving  on  their  own  resources,  I shall  leave  here 
in  the  first  boat  for  that  point,  at  which  place  I shall  wait  for  further  instruc- 
tions. Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  CROSS,  Special  Indian  Agent. 

General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washington  City. 
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VicKSBURGj  January  12,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a statement  of  my  account,  showing  the  balance  of  funds 
in  my  hands  at  this  time.  The  vouchers  will  be  forwarded  when  I close 
the  business  here,  which  will  be  when  the  steamboats  Walter  Scott  and  Tal- 
ma are  paid  off.  The  amount  due  them  is  five  thousand  dollars — two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  to  each  boat.  It  is  important  that  these  payments 
be  not  delayed,  so  that  when  boats  are  wanted  again  implicit  confidence  may 
be  relied  on  the  faith  of  the  agents. 

I have  received  no  letter  from  the  department  since  about  the  5th  of  De- 
cember. Col.  Gaines  is  either  at  Mobile  or  at  home,  near  Demopolis. 
Capt,  Cross  is  at  Point  Chicot. 

I received  a letter  from  Capt.  Brown,  desiring  to  know  our  authority  east 
of  the  Mississippi  for  the  issue  of  a quart  of  corn  to  the  ration,  and  forage  to 
the  pack-horses?’^  I replied  to  him  that  Col.  Gaines  had  received  instruc- 
tions relative  to  a pint  of  corn  exti;a,  and  that  I had  received  a letter  allow- 
ing corn  to  the  pack-horses.  The  Mississippi  is  rising,  and  boats  begin  to 
pass  up  and  down,  heretofore  obstructed  by  the  ice.  This  place,  by  the  ne- 
glect of  the  mayor  and  council,  is  infected  in  every  direction  with  the  small 
pox.  I left  the  tavern  I was  staying  at  when  I last  wrote,  owing  to  two 
cases  of  small  pox  in  the  house,  'fhe  most  perfect  reliance  may  be  placed  in 
vaccination,  and  I beg  leave  to  suggest,  as  an  act  of  humanity,  that  an  appro- 
priation be  made  for  vaccinating  the  Choctaw  nation,  and  indeed  all  those 
who  are  liable,  from  their  intercourse  with  the  whites,  to  take  the  disease. 

The  death  of  Mr.  George  B.  Crutcher,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Clin- 
ton (Mount  Salus)  vacates  the  appointment.  I mention  the  fact,  which  is 
very  recent,  so  that  if  the  appointment  is  not  made  before  the  arrival  of  my 
letter,  you  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  aid  in  conferring  it  on  some  one 
worthy  of  it, 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  t^IgenL 

General  George  Gibsqn, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence^  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  November  20,  1831. 

General:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  enclose  to  you  an  account  cur- 
rent, abstract,  and  vouchers,  to  close  my  accounts  for  money  received  and 
expended  by  me  on  account  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

I presume,  from  your  letter  of  the  3d  November  to  Captain  J.  Brown, 
that  all  expenses  incidental  to  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  are  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  I have,  therefore, 
made  out  my  accounts  for  transportation  on  account  of  that  service. 

I am*,  sir, 

.With  greaft  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 

General  George  Gibson,  Captain  Third  Infantry, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington^Citij, 
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Vicksburg^  Feh,  5,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Treasury  draft 
on  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Natchez,  for  five  thousand  dol- 
lars, on  account  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians.  Mr.’S.  T. 
Cross,  special  agent,  is  at  Point  Chicot,  and,  under  date  of  the  1st  February,, 
informs  me  of  the  crossing,  at  that  point,  of  about  one  hundred  Indians. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

General  Geq.  Gibson,  ‘ » Special  Jigento- 

Commissary  General  Suhsistence,  Washington  City. 


Vicksburg,  Jan.  20,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I have  just  received.  That  part  of  it 
requesting. the  rendition  of  my  accounts  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  I antici- 
pated by  forwarding  the  same  with  vouchers  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  closing, 
the  business  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year.  My  object  in  furnishing  the 
department  with  statements,  is  to  keep  it  advised,  constantly,  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  funds  entrusted  to  my  charge. 

Captain  Cross  writes  from  Point  Chicot,  that  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  Indians  had  crossed  there  this  fall,  which  will  make  the  aggregate 
emigration  about  that  number  over  four  thousand.  He  will  remain  there 
until  the  Mississippi  overflows  too  high  to  cross  the  swamp. 

I have  just  returned  from  the  Yazoo,  and,  from  best  information  I can  ob- 
tain, there  is  not  the  least  hope  of  making  a wagon  road  from  any  point  in 
the  Choctaw  nation  to  Chicot,  and  I beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  same  routes 
be  taken  as  heretofore. 

As  soon  as  I settle  and  close  the  business  here,  and  the  river  rises  too  high 
for  any  more  Indians  to  cross  the  swamp,  I shall  proceed  to  the  Choctaw 
Agency,  in  order  to  be  early  in  preparing  for  the  next  movement. 

Allow  me  to  express  my  best  acknowledgments  for  the  assurance  of  con- 
fidence in  your  letter  for  the  manner  of  conducting  the  emigration  this  fall, 
in  which  I have  borne  a part,  and  to  say,  in  our  future  operations,  that  no 
exertions  shall  be  left  unused  to  bring  the  same  to  a successful  termination. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

General  George  Gibson,  Special  Indian  Jigenf. 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City.  ^ 


Cantonment  Towson,  January  19,  1832. 

General:  I this  day  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  10th 
December  ultimo,  enclosing  copies  of  letters  in  relation  to  the  claim  on  the 
United  States  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Douglass,  for  his  services  whilst  in 
charge  of  public  wagons,  and  herewith  enclose  a certificate  as  to  the  fact  of 
his  having  been  continued  in  charge  of  the  wagons  by  me,  from  the  time  he 
reported  his  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  White  river,  Arkansas  Territor5q  until  * 
on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  August,  1831,  at  which  time  he  informed  me, 
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by  letter,  that  he  had  received  an  appointment  to  value  cattle  in  the  Choc(?iw 
nation,  and  that  he  would  accept  the  same. 

Mr.  Douglass  informed  me  that  certain  iron  pins,  bolts,  &c.,  appertaining 
to  the  wagons,  had  been  lost  by  the  transporter  from  Louisville  to  the  mo-uth 
of  White  river,  which  I directed  him  to  have  made  to  replace  the  loss,  and 
intended  myself  to  pay  for  them,  but  presume  they  were  paid  for  by  him, 
as  no  account  for  those  articles  has  ever  been  presented  to  me  for  payment. 
I am  unable  to  state  the  amount  of  blacksmith  work  done,  but  have  the 
greatest  confidence  in  any  statement  or  memorandum  left  by  Mr.  Douglass 
in  relation  to  the  matter.  I know  nothing  of  the  charge  of  thirty-five 
dollars  for  putting  the  wagons  together  at  the  mouth  of  White  river;  that 
appears  to  have  been  an  arrangement  between  Capt.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Doug- 
lass. 

Unless  it  was  understood  between  Capt.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Douglass  that  the 
per  diem  allowance  was  to  cover  all  expenses,  I consider  that  he  was  entitled 
to  pay  for  his  expenses  from  the  mouth  of  White  river  to  Little  Rock,  and 
returning  to  the  mouth  of  White  river,  whilst  performing  a journey  at  my 
request,  as  it  was  entirely  of  a public  nature.  It  was  my  intention,  after 
receiving  the  wagons  from  Mr.  Douglass,  to  have  continued  him  in  public 
service  as  wagonmaster,  provided  1 could  not  have  offered  him  a better 
situation. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  Captain  Third  Infantry, 

C,  G.  aS'.,  Washington  City. 


1 certify  that  the  late  Mr.  William  Douglass,  who  was  employed  by  Capt. 
Joseph  P.  Taylor  of  the  U.  S.  army,  and  placed  in  charge  of  public  wagons 
to  be  delivered  to  me,  was  continued  in  public  service  by  me  from  the  time 
he  reported  to  me  his  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  White  river,  Arkansas  Terri- 
tory, until  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  August,  1831;  and  that  he  was,  in 
my  opinion,  entitled  to  the  per  diem  allowance  fixed  upon  by  Capt.  Taylor, 
from  the  date  of  his  employment  until  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  August, 
1831. 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Captain  Third  Infantry 
Late  superintendent  in  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 


' Vicksburg,  February  9,  1832. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  letter  acknowledging  receipt  from  the  Treasury  for  five 
thousand  dollars,  nothing  has  occurred  worth  communicating.  But,  in  order  to 
keep  you  advised  of  my  progress  and  intentions,  I shall  feel  it  incumbent  on 
me  to  write  at  least  once  a week,  and  oftener  if  necessary.  I have  not  yet 
closed  all  the  accounts  here,  but  shall  have  done  so  in  less  than  a w’eek,  when 
I contemplate  proceeding  to  the  Choctaw  nation,  with  blank  enrolments  to 
be  signed  by  all  those  who  emigrate  this  fall  and  summer.  By  this  means, 
and  pointing  out  the  places  of-assemblage,  and  the  day  for  taking  up  the  line 
* of  march,  a more  correct  and  certain  result  will  be  obtained  regarding  the 
supplies  of  transportation  and  subsistence.  Believing  at  least  10,000  wiR 
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emigrate  this  year,  tents  will  again  be  wanting,  and  I have  to  request  that 
those  now  in  use  west  of  the  Mississippi  be  collected  and  forwarded  to 
Vicksburg,  or  others  be  sent  from  the  Quartermaster's  Department  at  New 
Orleans.  I have  found  by  experience  that  the  nearest  route  is,  the  Ecorde 
Fabre,  but  it  is  better  that  the  movement  of  so  large  a body  of  emigrants  be 
conducted  by  at  least  two  routes:  the  easiest  for  the  agents  ea^t  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi would  be  to  the  Post  of  Arkansas. 

I wish  to  be  distinctly  informed  whether  the  agents  from  this  side  of  the 
river  are  not  authorized  to  control  and  conduct  a party  of  emigrants  on  board 
of  a steamboat  from  Memphis  or  this  place,  to  Fort  Smith,  Little  Rock,  or 
the  Ecorde  Fabre?  I ask  this,  because  Captain  Brown  has  manifested  much 
displeasure  at  the  mere  suggestion  of  aid  from  this  side  the  river,  either  ia< 
subsistence  or  transportation.  In  reply  to  him,  1 have  disclaimed  any  inten- 
tion to  infringe  on  his  rules;  and  begged  him  to  believe  in  the  harmonious' 
co-operation  of  the  agents  engaged  in  the  emigration  as  utterly  essential  ta 
the  accomplishment  of  our  common  object. 

As  I shall  soon  locate  myself  in  the  Choctaw  nation,  letters  will  find  me 
at  the  Choctaw  Agency. 

1 am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  t^genf,  dieting  Superintendent  E,  M, 
General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,  Washington  City, 


Vicksburg,  February  25,  1832. 

Sir:  In  my  last  I advised  you  of  my  intention  to  proceed  in  a few  days 
to  the  Choctaw  Agency.  Since  then,  Mr.  Everitt,  one  of  the  assistant  agents 
who  accompanied  the  Indians  to  the  Kiamichi,  returned  to  this  place  on  his 
way  to  Alabama,  where  he  resides,  and  informed  me  that  Captain  Jacob 
Brown,  superintendent  west  of  the  Mississippi,  would  pass  this  place  shortly, 
on  his  way  to  see  Colonel  Gaines,  with  a view  to  further  operations.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  meet  him,  I shall  remain  some  time  longer,  and  hope  by 
doing  so  to  produce  beneficial  results,  and  prevent  any  future  misunderstand- 

Owing  to  the  neglect  of  Captain  Shirley  (the  individual  whose  steamboat 
was  employed  by  Mr.  Cross  to  take  the  Indians  who  crossed  the  swamp 
from  Vicksburg  to  the  Washita  river,  from  the  Post  of  Washita  to  theEcor 
de  Fabre,  a distance  of  two  hundred  and  ten  miles  by  water,  in  two  trips,) 
to  call  for  his  money,  amounting  to  §2,500, 1 shall  on  that  account  be  obliged 
to  remain  here  until  he  returns  from  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Everitt  informed  me  that  (excepting  Pitchlyn’s  party  of  about  500, 
who  went  up  the  Arkansas  to  Fort  Smith)  all  the  Choctaws  who  emigrated 
have  settled  east  of  Kiamichi,  and  had  all  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Lieute- 
nant Stephenson’s  depot.  I have  by  me  the  margins  of  the  commutation 
tickets,  and  wish  to  be  advised  how  they  are  to  be  disposed  of.  Would  it 
not  be  well  to  send  them  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson,  in  whose  hands  money 
might  be  placed  to  pay  them?  By  such  an  arrangement  the  money  they  re- 
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ceive  would  remain  in  the  nation;  on  the  other  hand,  were  they  to  receive  it 
at  Little  Rock,  they  might  lose  it,  or,  at  least,  get  very  little  benefit  from  it 
I am,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

. Special  Indian  ^gent,  Acting  Superintendent  E,  M. 
General  Geo. ''Gibson,  C,  G.  S. 


Vicksburg,  February  29,  1832. 

Sir:  A week  ago  I received  a letter  from  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor,  ad- 
vising the  transmission  of  a Treasury  draft  for  two  thousand  dollars,  and,  hav- 
ing heard  nothing  of  it  since,  conclude  it  has  either  miscarried,  or  has  been  de- 
tained at  the  Treasury.  Mr.  Cross  having  paid  about  $1,500,  my  estimate 
swill  be  found  excessive  about  $2,000,  if  the  above  draft  comes  safe  to  hand. 
It  seems  to  be  the  desire  of  the  Indians  to  make  an  early  start  this  summer, 
and  I have  written  to  Colonel  Gaines  to  ascertain  his  views  on  the  subject. 
When  I go  up  into  the  nation,  it  is  my  design  to  confer  again  with  the  lead- 
ing men,  and  to  pursue  the  same  course  as  formerly,  consulting  and  agreeing 
to  their  wishes  as  far  as  my  instructions  will  permit  me.  I must  very  soon 
advertise  for  proposals  for  supplying  rations,  and  wish  to  be  informed  dis- 
tinctly what  the  ration  shall  consist  of. 

I ask  this,  because  Colonel  Gaines  told  me  he  had  a letter  directing  the 
issue  of  a quart  of  corn,  and  I am  informed  only  a pint  was  and  is  issued  to 
vthe  emigrants  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Be  pleased  to  instruct  me  definitely 
respecting  the  disposition  of  the  cattle  to  be  received  from  the  agent  for  va- 
luing and  selling  the  cattle.  Until  I am  informed  differently,  I am  bound 
to  presume  that  none  will  be  issued  to  the  Indians  but  beef  cattle,  by  which 
I mean  steers  and  heifers.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  dispense  with  a 
contractor  altogether.  If  so,  please  let  me  know  in  time. 

It  will  require  a numerous  train  of  wagons  this  year.  I judge  so,  because 
some  half-breeds,  who  moved  on  their  own  resources,  have  returned  by  this 
place,  and  say  the  Government  agents  will  have  to  move  them  hereafter,  the 
allowance  of  ten  dollars  being  far  short  of  their  expenses. 

The  excess  (when  the  S2,000  draft  arrives)  will  be  about  $2,500  at  the  end 
of  this  quarter,  which  will  remain  in  the  bank. 

I am,  sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  Agent, 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S,<i  JVashington  City, 


Vicksburg,  %d  March,  1832. 

Sir:  The  last  mail  brought  to  hand  the  draft  from  the  Treasury  for  ten 
thousand  dollars  noted  in  my  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo. 

Foster,  a half-breed  Choctaw,  informs  me  that  many  of  the  people  are 
anxious  to  start  this  spring  for  their  new  homes;  that  they  have  no  corn, 
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and  must  depend  on  a move  for  supplies.  An  Indian  came  in  yesterday,  and 
reported  that  Greenwood  Leflore  had  been  killed.  I do  not  believe  it. 

I have  found,  by  experience,  that  Indian  horses  can  be  taken  into  the  hold 
of  a steamboat.  As  a matter  of  necessity,  it  was  obliged  to  be  done  during 
the  long  and  inclement  spell  of  bad  weather  in  December.  The  steamboat 
costs  no  more,  and  the  Indians  can  be  carried  direct  from  Memphis  and  this 
place  to  the  Post  of  Arkansas  or  Little  Rock.  The  first  of  May  will  be 
time  enough  to  commence  the  movement.  Be  pleased  to  inform  me  wheth* 
er  it  will  be  advisable. 

I am,  sir, 

With  great  esteem  and  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S,  COLQUHOUN,  S,  /. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  iS'.,  Waahinglon  City. 


Vicksburg,  12/A  March,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  you  will  receive  my  account  current,  and  vouch- 
ers, for  the  first  quarter  of  1832. 

Having  paid  off  every  cent  due  on  account  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians, 
the  balance  of  $2,769  75  remains  in  the  bank  ready  for  the  next  emigration. 

I have  only  to  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  I have  received  no  communi-  . 
cation  from  the  department  since  that  of  the  30th  of  December.  We  receive 
letters  and  papers  at  this  place, -via  New  Orleans,  by  the  Mobile  route, 
sooner  at  times  than  by  Huntsville  and  Nashville.  Hoping  my  accounts 
may  be  found  correct,  I remain 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN,  6^.  /. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washinglon, 


Choctaw  Agencv,  llth  n/Ipril,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
6th  March,  referring  to  the  duties  of  the  agents  employed  in  the  Indian  em- 
igration, and  have  to  reply  that  hereafter,  as  far  as  I am  able,  the  most  faith- 
ful adherence  shall  be  given  to  the  rule  laid  down. 

I have  distributed  blank  enrolments  in  every  direction,  and  expect  at 
least  ten  thousand  will  move  this  coming  fall,  leaving  behind  some  three  or 
four  hundred,  a class  who  take  citizenship,  and  others  who  wander  about  in 
the  neighborhood  of  towns  hunting  a»d  picking  cotton.  At  the  rendez- 
vous on  the  Le  Rusher  creek,  fifty  miles  below  this,  I feel  certain  my  enrol- 
ment will  contain  two  thousand;  on  the  Yazoo,  at  Black  creek,  one  thous- 
and two  hundred,  or  one  thousand  five  hundred;  and  at  this  place  about  two 
thousand.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Indians  to  start  a month  earlier  than  last 
year;  they  want  to  go  entirely  by  land;  are  averse  to  steamboats,  as  usual. 
I have  named  on  pr  before  the  15th  of  September. 
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' Colonel  Gaines  purchased  a quantity  of  cotton  canvass,  or  rather  cotton 
oznaburgs,  for  tents  last  winter.  The  Indians  were  delighted  with  the  tents 
furnished  them,  and  will  expect  another  supply— please  say  whether  they 
will  be  ordered;  also  a few  musquito  bars  for  the  sick?  These  insects 
(musquitoes)  will  be  insupportable  to  the  people  (from  the  hill  country  in 
this  section)  when  passing  through  the  swamps.  The  tents,  owing  to  the 
lincommon  severity  of  the  winter,  have  been  too  much  worn  and  burnt  to 
be  again  used,  as  I am  informed  by  those  who  have  returned. 

I am  still  uninformed  as  to  the  quantity  of  corn  to  the  ration,  so  that  I 
may  state  it  in  the  proposals  for  rations. 

I have  received  no  instructions  relative  to  the  cattle.  I have  written  to 
Colonel  Gaines,  at  Mobile,  severaFtimes  without  hearing  from  him.  Captain 
Brown  passed  Vicksburg  a few  days  since  on  his  way  to  New  Orleans^ 
having  left  there,  I did  not  see  him. 

1 have  sent  Major  Moses  Foster,  a half-breed  Choctaw,  with  an  enrol- 
ment to  the  Yazoo,  where  I feel  confident  of  success. 

Some  doubts  have  been  often  expressed  in  regard  to  the  cattle  article  in 
the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit.  The  Indians  expect  to  receive,  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  the  same  number  and  kind  of  cattle  they  give  up  here  to  the 
cattle  agent. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Acting  Sup’nt  removal  and  subsistence  of  Choctaws* 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  (r.  S.y  Washington. 


Choctaw  Agency,  I5th  Aprils  1832. 

Sir:  I have  sent  the  margins  of  all  the  commutation  tickets,  which  have 
been  issued  east  of  the  Mississippi,  to  Lieutenant  James  R.  Stephenson, 
agent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  at  Little  River  Lick  post  office, 
Sevier  county,  Arkansas  Territory,  having  been  informed  by  Colonel  D* 
Folsom,  just  returned  from  there,  that  funds  had  been  received  there  to  pay 
them  off.  The  number  issued  amounts  to  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
Indians  and  eleven  negroes,  deducting  ten  given  up,  leaving  seven  hundred 
and  forty-seven  Indians  and  eleven  negroes,  from  which  I am  induced  to 
believe  a few  more  have  not  been  used,  and  perhaps  will  yet  be  given  up 
as  insufficient  to  move  those  who  hold  them.  Many  Indians,  I am  in- 
formed, have  moved  without  them,  believing  they  would  be  paid  the  ten 
dollars  on  proper  proof  being  shown  of  their  having  removed  at  their  own 
expense.  The  Indians  have  learned,  by  experience,  that  ten  dollars  is  quite 
insufficient  to  move  them  to  their  new  homes,  and  the  increase  of  the  sum 
"would  not  avail  much,  as,  without  the  money  is  paid  to  them  when  they 
start,  they  are  unable  to  travel;  but,  if  it  was,  at  least  one  half  of  them  would 
spend  it  before  they  got  to  the  end  of  their  journey,  and  many  before  leav- 
ing the  nation.  The  arrangement,  I think,  caused  some  embarrassment  to 
the  general  removal,  by  inducing  numbers  to  put  off  removing  to  some  more 
convenient  period. 

I have  not  heard  lately  from  Colonel  Gaines,  but  hope  he  will  continue 
to  control  the  emigration.  Should  he  abandon  it,  1 beg  leave  to  name 
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Doctor  Joseph  B.  Earle,  who  lives  somewhere  between  Demopolis  and  Mo- 
bile, as  a competent  person  to  fill  his  place.  Communication  can  be  made 
to  him  through  Colonel  Gaines. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN,  S.  L d. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington, 


Choctaw  Agency,  dpril  20,  1832. 

Sir:  Mr.  Sami.  T.  Cross,  special  Indian  agent,  left  here  yesterday  for 
Georgeville,  from  which  place  he  will  proceed  into  the  settlements  of  the 
Indians  between  Big  Black  and  Yazoo  rivers.  Georgeville  is  contiguous  to 
the  Indian  line,  and  the  neighborhood  abounds  in  wagons  and  supplies  ol 
provisions.  A party  of  one  hundred  went  from  there  last  year,  and  I have 
little  doubt  of  a large  emigration  this  fall  from  that  point.  Having  under- 
stood that  a large  party  might  be  assembled  to  go  this  spring,  I sent  Major 
Moses  Foster,  a half-breed,  with  an  enrolment  to  ascertain  the  fact.  I have 
just  heard  from  him,  stating  that  not  more  than  two  or  three  families  would 
go:  of  course,  I abandoned  the  project. 

Owing  to  the  law  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  passed  at  the  last  session, 
granting  permission  to  the  whites  to  settle  in  the  Choctaw  nation,  hundreds 
have  come  in,  and  are  squatting  on  the  lands  in  all  directions.  Some  of  the 
settlers  have  bought  reserves,  and  are  very  rich,  and  a town  has  already  been 
laid  out  on  the  Tombigbee,  at  Young’s  bluff,  called  Gainesville.  Numerous 
disputes  have  arisen  in  the  various  trades  and  bargains  between  the  whites 
and  Indians.  In  one  instance,  a white  man,  father  of  a half-breed  widow 
woman,  claims  the  right  to  sell  all  her  property  under  letters  of  administra- 
tion, by  which  he  has  sold  a negro  woman  and  ninety  head  of  cattle.  She 
came  here  and  complained,  accompanied  by  a little  son.  Mr.  Ward  sent  an. 
order  to  him  to  restore  the  property,  and  not  to  interfere  with  her  in  future, 
or  quit  the  nation  forthwith.  Many  have  purchased,  it  is  said,  the  claims 
of  the  Indians,  and  paid  only  a small  part,  promising  the  balance  on  the  con- 
firmation of  the  title.  This  is  to  cause  endless  litigation,  or  a loss  of  the 
balance  due  to  the  Indians. 

No  person  is  more  anxious  than  I am  to  move  the  Indians  speedily,  but,  if 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  could  prevail  a year  longer  than  understood  by 
the  treaty,  it  would  give  a chance  to  the  Indians  to  counteract  the  unjust 
bearing  of  the  laws  of  Mississippi  over  them. 

Col.  David  Folsom  particularly  requested  me,  yesterday,  to  apply  for  a 
half  a dozen  copies  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek:  it  seems  the  land 
speculators  have  hooked  every  one  they  could  find  in  the  nation.  Mr.  Cross, 
special  agent,  ticketed  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  movers  at  Point  Chicot, 
making  the  number  of  those  who  went  on  their  own  footing  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-three,  and  eleven  negroes.  I have  no  doubt  upwards  of  one 
thousand  passed  over  on  their  resources,  with  and  without  tickets,  and  that 
about  five  thousand  passed  altogether  the  Mississippi. 

Col.  Folsom  requests  me  to  inquire  particularly  the  true  meaning  of  16ths 
article  of  the  treaty,  in  which  it  is  said  to  be  optional  to  receive  money  or 
cattle  west  of  the  Mississippi  j that  it  was  distinctly  understood  that  they  were 
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to  receive  the  same  number  and  kind  west  of  the  Mississippi  they  give  up  here* 
This  meaning  was  given  to  it  last  year,  but  some  doubts  still  prevail,  which 
the  Indians  are  anxious  to  have  removed  before  they  give  their  cattle  up. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN,  Special  ^gent , 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.f  Washington^  D.  C. 


. Choctaw  Agencv,  April  22,  1832. 

Sir:  The  brother  of  Netchuchache,  from  the  southeastern  district,  is 
nowhere  with  Mr.  Jazan  and  several  captains;  Par  hoo-ma  is  his  name.  He 
has  a large  party,  and  came  up  concerning  his  annuity,  and  obtain  informa- 
tion as  to  the  time  of  assembling  for  removal,  &c.  From  these  people,  and 
others  1 have  conversed  with,  all  the  emigrants  who  intend  removing  to 
Hed  river  are  anxious  to  embark  at  Vicksburg,  and  ascend  the  Washita, 
and  send  their  horses  through  to  the  Post  of  Washita.  On  the  other  hand, 
those  who  intend  to  settle  on  the  Arkansas  are  desirous  of  going  by  the  way 
of  Memphis,  crossing  at  that  point  with  the  wagons,  and  pursuing  that  course 
to  Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith.  Some,  of  course,  will  cross  at  point  Chicot, 
and  many  land  at  the  mouth  of  White  river  and  Post  of  Arkansas. 

It  is  understood  that  Col.  Byrne  does  not  intend  to  give  certificates  to  the 
Indians  for  the  cattle  they  deliver  up  for  valuation  and  sale.  I have  not  seen 
that  gentleman,  but  I fear  il  he  pursues  that  course  the  Indians  will  not  give 
up  their  cattle,  and  their  emigration  be  materially  retarded. 

To  identify  the  party  who  gave  up  the  cattle,  a certificate  would  aid  very 
much;  and  everyone  acquainted  with  the  Indian  character  knows  how  long 
they  will  keep  a paper,  and  how  secure,  be  it  ever  so  unimportant.  The 
record  would  always  check  a counterfeit.  Those  who  gave  up  their  cattle 
last  year  obtained  certificates  from  Major  Dowsing,  the  agent  temporarily 
appointed  by  Col.  Ward.  These  certificates  showed  the  number,  quality, 
and  kind  given  up. 

I hope  my  mentioning  this  matter  to  you  will  not  interfere  with  any 
arrangement  of  the  Indian  Department,  my  only  motive  being  to  clear  the 
way  for  removal.  I have  as  yet  received  no  instructions  relative  to  the 
cattle  to  be  received.  If  any  are  turned  over,  men  will  have  to  be  hired  to 
attend  to  them  until  they  are  used  up  in  the  removal. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN,  Special  AgenU 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Doak’s  Stand,  Miss.,  April  26,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  enclosed  my  quarterly  return  of  disbursements  for  sub- 
sistence of  Indians,  &c.,  up  to  the  24th  April,  1832,  inclusive,  together  with 
my  account  current,  all  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  As  my  labors 
for  the  present  will  be  principally  in  the  Western  District,  I shall  occa- 
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sionally  be^t  this  place^  (Doak’s  stand,  l^iss.)  where  you  will  please  address 
me  if  you  should  wish  to  communicate. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  CROSS, 

Special  Indian  Agent, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S,,  Washington^  B.  C. 


Choctaw  Agency,  May  10,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  are  two  returns  for  provisions  issued  to  Indians, 
under  charge  of  R,  M.  Jones  and  Joseph  T.  Earle,,  assistant  agents,  for  two 
hundred  and  eighty  rations.  These  rations  were  issued  on  the  west  bank, 
opposite  to  Vicksburg,  and  should  have  been  forwarded  with  my  returns  in 
the  last  quarter  of  1S3L 

I received,  yesterday,  a letter  from  Colonel  Gaines,  superintendent:  he  in- 
forms me  that  Captain  Brown  promises  to  visit  him  in  May,  when  he  hopes 
to  arrange  vv^ith  the  captain  for  the  coming  removal,  so  as  to  avoid  any  fur- 
ther difficulties  as  to  the  times  and  points  of  delivering  the  emigrants  into 
the  care  of  the  agents  west  of  the  river. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Earle,  he  informs  me,  will  join  again  in  the  work  of  emigra- 
tion. He  is  an  able  and  efficient  man,  besides  being  wealthy  and  influen- 
tial. ‘‘  The  Indians  are  making  but  little  corn,  and  there  is  every  indica- 
tion of  a sweeping  removal  this  fall.’^  The  Indians  have  found,  by  expe- 
rience, their  inability  to  remove  themselves  en  masse  by  a specific  allow- 
ance in  money:  for  example,  one  of  the  captains  from  th^  western  district 
started  with  a party  on  their  own  footing,  and  after  much  hardship,  and  a 
distressing  tour  through  the  swamp  nearly  all  winter,  he  got  as  far  as  Wa- 
fer's settlement,  beyond  the  post  of  Washiti.  Here  their  distress  could 
not  be  longer  borne,  and  they  applied  to  Mr.  Wafer  for  help,  who  humane- 
ly furnished  two  wagons  and  provisions,  and  took  them  on  to  the  Choctaw 
line.  The  captain  of  the  party  told  Mr.  Wafer  he  would  be  paid  by  the 
agents,  who,  however,  when  applied  to,  had  no  authority  to  do  so.  The 
result  is  here  shown  to  be  disappointment  throughout.  The  late  emigration 
has  certainly  been  expensive,  but  was  owing,  principally,  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  obtaining  as  many  emigrants  as  wagons  had  been  prepared  for,  and 
to  the  unusual  severity  of  the  winter,  which  retarded  the  movement,  and 
rendered  necessary  many  expenditures  which  were  not  expected,  and  will 
not  occur  under  different  circumstances. 

I have  distributed  enrolments  in  every  direction,  with  a view  to  ascer- 
tain, as  nearly  as  possible,  the  number  of  emigrants  a:nd  horses  to  provide 
for;  also  the  number  of  ox  wagons  they  will  have  to  enter. 

I had  a letter  from  Captain  Fisher,  a Choctaw,  a few  days  since,  who  has 
just  returned  from  Kiamichi.  He  informs  me  the  Choctaws  are  very  much 
pleased  with  their  new  country;  that  it  exceeds  their  expectations. 

A great  many  complaints  from  the  Indians  are  made  at  the  agency  against 
the  whites,  who  are  rapidly  settling  in  every  direction.  I send  you,  here- 
with enclosed,  the  copy  of  a communication  addressed  to  Colonel  Ward, 
the  agent,  to  show  the  difficulties  the  Indians  have  to  encounter  in  their  in- 
tercourse with  the  worthless  population  squatted  in  the  nation,  particularly 
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from  Alabam.a.  There  are  many  exceptions,  but,  for  the  most  part,  every 
purchaser  of  cultivation  reservations  have  made  small  advances  to  the  In- 
dians, with  a promise  to  pay  the  balance  when  the  Indian  makes  a good 
title;  which  can  hardly  ever  be  effected,  owing  to  the  remote  residence  of 
the  Indians  when  they  remove  to  the  west. 

I mention  this  fact  that  it  may  be  recollected  when  the  claims  are  re- 
ported for  confirmation.  ‘‘  Many  of  the  Indian  improvements  and  reser- 
vations fall  into  the  school  or  16th  section.  In  some  cases,  one  section  in- 
cludes two  improvements,  each  entitled  to  a full  and  entire  section.  I am 
asked  very  often,  what  is  to  be  done  in  such  cases?  I have  replied  that  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  that  all  would  have  justice  at  the  hands  of 
the  Government.”  The  season  has  been  favorable  to  the  corn  crop,  and  I 
am  sanguine  in  the  assurance  of  plenty  of  supplies.  In  conclusion,  I have 
to  state  that  the  most  flattering  prospect  is  in  view  of  the  removal  of  the 
Choctaws  within  the  time  contemplated  by  the  Government.  Mr.  Dough- 
erty, one  of  the  surveyors,  was  here  a few  days  since;  and  from  a calcula- 
tion deduced  from  a map,  showing  the  number  of  townships,  it  is  found 
that  the  Choctaw  lands  amount  to  8,650,000  acres.  Major  Dow^sing,  one  of 
the  surveyors,  says  the  proportion  of  good  land  is  about  equal  to  any 
other  country  of  the  same  extent.” 

I am,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

^ Special  Agent, 

To  General  George  Gibsoi^, 

C.  G,  /S'.,  Washington  City. 


Choctaw  Agency,  May  19,  1832. 

Sir:  Mr.  John  W.  Byrne,  the  gentleman  appointed  to  sell  the  Choctaw 
cattle,  sent  me  word,  the  other  day,  that  Colonel  Gaines  had  written  him. 
I would  attend  the  sales  to  receive  the  beef  cattle.  I have  not  received  any 
instructions  from  Colonel  Gaines,  excepting  your  letter,  which  he  handed  to 
me  some  time  in  December,  in  which  is  stated,  whenever  a party  is  ready 
to  remove,  previously  to  which  those  of  the  party  who  are  desirous  of  dis- 
posing of  their  cattle  under  the  treaty,  will  bring  them  together,  when  they 
will  be  examined,  and  such  as  are  fit  for  beef  turned  over  to  the  superin- 
tendent and  his  assistants.” 

According  to  the  arrangement  of  Colonel  Byrne,  we  shall  be  obliged  to 
receive  the  beef  two  or  three  months  before  it  is  wanted,  and  drive  it  a dis- 
tance of  from  two  to  three  hundred  miles,  beginning  at  Benjamin  James’s,  on 
the  Tombigbee,  forty  miles  below  Columbus;  thence  to  the  extreme  end  of 
the  nation,  on  the  Chickasawhay  river,  returning  by  the  head  of  Pearl  river 
to  Ben  Leflore’s;  thence  up  to  this  point;  thence  across  to  the  yellow  Bas- 
ha,  at  Greenwood  Leflore’s,  and  returning  by  the  Pigeon  roost,  on  the  old 
Natchez  trace,  to  Major  Pitchlyn’s,  near  Columbus. 

It  will  require  men  on  horse-back,  acquainted  with  herding  of  cattle,  to  be 
^-/Constantly  employed  to  take  charge  of  them  until  they  are  disposed  of.  I 
shall  have  to  fence  in  about  ten  or  fifteen  acres  to  salt  them,  and  have  them 
watched  constantly;  and  with  the  greatest  vigilence,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
prevent  some  of  them  from  escaping  to  their  old  range. 
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I shall  start  in  the  morning.  I have  hired  two  Indians  on  horse-back  to 
take  charge  of  the  beeves,  and  drive  them  round,  and  expect  to  be  obliged 
to  hire  more,  as  the  number  of  beeves  increase  on  our  route.  I calculate  on 
making  one  or  two  pens  to  herd  them  in  on  this  road,  so  as  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  emigrants  when  they  assemble  in  September  next. 

I am  fearful  of  much  loss  and  expense  on  this  plan,  but  will  do  the  best  I 
can  to  prevent  it.  I have  received  no  letter  from  the  department  since  1st 
April. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Sepcial  Indian  Agent, 


Choctaw  Agej^ct,  29th  May,  1832. 

Sir:  On  my  return  here  from  Colman’s  bluff,  on  the  Tombigbee,  where 
I was  attending  the  cattle  sales,  I found  your  favors  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
5th  and  7th  current,  with  their  enclosures,  and  now  hasten  to  explain 
' the  differences  per  stateihent  The  first  and  second  exceptions  are 
small,  and  I have  no  way  to  correct  them.  Third,  for  the  hire  of  J. 
Blackwell’s  wagon,  five  dollars  difference.  I send  the  duplicate  thereof, 
with  the  receipt  for  forty-five  instead  of  forty  dollars.  Fourth,  an  error  I 
am  unable  to  correct,  and  of  course  must  lose  it.  Fifth,  sixth,  seventh, 
eighth,  and  ninth,  are  Silas  D.  Fisher’s  vouchers,  to  whom  I have  just  writ- 
ten for  proof,  viz.  to  have  the  vouchers  witnessed  by  Mr.  Kelly,  his  father- 
in-law,  or  some  other  man  who  was  with  him  at  the  time  of  the  expenditure. 
I have  also  made  out  a return  for  the  fifteen  bushels  corn,  four  barrels  pork, 
and  one  and  a half  barrels  of  flour,  for  him  to  sign  and  swear  to. 

Captain  Noel  Gardner  is  at  Kiamichi,  and  is  very  responsible  for  the 
provisions  I turned  over  to  him  at  the  post  of  Washita,  and  which  were 
issued  by  him  to  the  Indians,  as  they  arrived  out  of  the  swamp  at  that  place, 
and  took  shelter  in  Judge  Brye’s  school-house,  which  I hired  for  their  ren- 
dezvous. The  earth  at  the  time  was  covered  with  a crust  of  snow  and  ice, 
and  the  contractor  was  absent  at  the  time,  and  the  Indians  destitute  of  pro- 
visions. 

It  would  be  ver}^  hard  for  me  to  lose  by  a transaction  which  humanity,  as 
well  as  duty  dictated,  however  irregular  it  may  be. 

One  thing  is  certain,  the  subsistence  was  furnished  and  consumed  by  the 
Indians,  or  disposed  properly. 

The  allowances  of  transportation  and  forage  for  the  horse  rests  entirely 
with  the  department.  The  numerous  and  different  stables  the  horse  has  been 
in  since  I have  had  him,  some  charging  one  thing  and  some  another,  induced 
me  to  charge  what  is  allowed  in  the  army.  I have  some  times  paid  a dollar 
per  day,  or  seven  dollars  a week  for  him;  sometimes  again  fifty  cents  per 
day.  I concluded  I would  make  a lumping  charge  at  sixteen  dollars  per 
month;  and  I defy  any  one  to  have  a horse  kept  in  this  country  for  less,  as 
he  ought  to  be. 

The  postage  and  stationery  was  taken  from  my  memorandum  book,  and 
which,  owing  to  my  change  frequently  of  station,  and  being  obliged  in  Vicks- 
burg to  pay  for  each  letter  as  I received  it,  the  postmaster  refusing  to  cre- 
dit indiscriminately,  I failed  to  procure  receipts,  and  I suppose  I must^lose 
it  unless  I can  yet  obtain  them.  I have  also  to  plead,  in  excuse,  the  hurry 
77 
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and  bustle  of  the  period,  and  the  variety  of  duties  I had  to  perform  in 
attending  to  the  wants  of  the  emigrants,  and  making  disbursements,  &c. 

I have  conversed  with  Colonel  Ragsdale  about  the  one  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars  he  got  from  Mr.  N.  Norwood.  He  states  that  he  furnished  Mr. 
Norwood  with  supplies  while  acting  as  contractor,  through  his  agent,  Wm. 

B.  McLain,  with  upwards  of  sixty  dollars;  that  he  had  always  been  ready 
to  settle  the  balance  with  Mr.  Norwood,  say  seventy  dollars,  but  he  could 
neither  see  or  hear  from  him.  Mr.  Norwood  lives  in  Tuscaloosa;  is  rich 
and  respectable,  and,  of  course,  very  able  to  settle  the  amount. 

As  soon  as  I arrive  in  Vicksburg  from  the  nation,  Mr.  Norwood  started 
with  Folsom’s  party  on  board  the  Rainbow  for  the  Arkansas  river,  and  as 
he  settled  his  accounts  with  Colonel  Gaines,  I had  little  or  no  transactions 
with  him,  and,  of  course,  knew  nothing  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars 
when  I paid  Wright  and  Ragsdale.  I will  enclose  the  papers  to  him,  and 
pay  the  postage,  urging  him  at  the  same  time  to  settle  the  business  with 
Ragsdale  as  soon  as  possible,  and  enclose  a alatement  to  your  office,  and 
advise  me  thereof. 

I joined  Colonel  Byrne  ten  days  since,  with  two  Indian  cow-drivers,  and 
proceeded  with  him  to  the  cattle  sales.  One  of  the  Indians  I found  entirely  • 
useless  and  worthless:  Idischarged  himintwodays,  allowingone  dollar  perday 
for  himself  and  horset  to  the  other  I allowed  25  perday  for  himself  and 
horse:  he  remained  six  days,  and  his  horse  died  on  the  road.  I paid  him 
and  discharged  him.  Colonel  Byrne  had  valued  and  sold  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  head  of  cattle,  and  twenty  cows  and  calves,  when  he  received  or- 
ders to  desist. 

I had  arranged  the  matter  so  as  to  receive  the  beef  cattle  at  the  places  of 
rendezvous,  so  that  all  the  rest  might  have  been  valued  and  sold  at  this  time. 
To  put  off  the  valuation  to  the  period  of  removal,  I fear  will  frustrate  the 
benevolent  design  of  the  Government  to  give  them  cattle  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Mississippi,  as  they  have  generally  prepared  for  the  valuation  and 
sale,  and  speculators  were  attending,  who  are  now  going  round  purchasing 
all  the  cattle  in  the  pens.  This  may  not  take  place  generally,  but  in  the  case 
of  Major  Col  man  and  others  it  has  already  been  done.  Major  Colman  and 
Captain  Benj.  James  have  promised  me  to  assemble  all  their  people,  and 
march  up  to  the  Robertson  road,  when  they  will  join  Colonel  Folsom’s  party 
on  its  route  in  September. 

If  there  was  any  possible  way  of  paying  the  Indian  for  his  horse  which 
died  on  our  route  of  a surfeit  of  corn,  I would  lose  no  time  in  procuring  the 
proper  proof.  He  is  a poor  fellow,  and,  although  the  loss  was  a casualty  to 
which  all  are  liable,  I have  no  doubt  his  horse  would  now  have  been  alive 
if  he  had  not  entered  the  service. 

I received  a letter  a few  days  since  from  Colonel  Joel  Nail,  chief  of  the 
Chickasawhay  towns:  he  wishes  to  go  by  Natchez  with  his  people;  Folsom  and 
Nettechuche  wish  to  cross  at  Vicksburg;  Geo.  W.  Harkins,  the  son-in- 
law of  D.  Folsom,  will  go  the  same  route  with  his  people;  and  Tom  Leflore, 
with  the  Perrys  and  McCartains,  will  assemble  near  the  Pigeon  roost,  and 
go  to  Memphis. 

I will  write  again  as  soon  as  I hear  from  Captain  Fisher:  and  am, 

Sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  %^dgenl. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 
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Choctaw  AaENcy,  June  2,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
10th  ultimo,  and,  in  accordance  with  your  order,  to  keep  you  advised  of  such 
facts  which  may  come  to  my  knowledge,  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to 
you  the  letters  of  Colonel  G.  Leflore,  Colonel  Nail,  and  Captain  John  Mc- 
Kinney: the  first  will  remove  any  impression  of  a misunderstanding  between 
Colonel  L.  and  myself,  the  second  shows  the  views  and  wishes  of  Colonel 
Nail  in  reference  to  the  route  he  wishes  to  go  to  the  new  country,  and  the 
third  and  last  from  Captain  McKinney,  who  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
traders  in  the  nation,  respecting  the  cattle  &c.  Colonel  Ragsdale  told  me 
this  morning  he  was  willing  to  pay  the  balance  due  on  the  $130,  which  he 
thinks  is  about  $70.  He  says,  also,  that  he  has  been  charged,  or  rather  Col. 
Wright,  his  partner,  was  charged,  on  settlement,  with  ^270  instead  of  ^170. 

' I don’t  know  hoW  such  a mistake  could  have  been  made.  I saw  Mr.  McGee 
(the  assistant  agent  who  went  with  the  party  to  Memphis,  and  settled  that 
account,)  a few  days  since,  near  the  factory,  on  the  Tombigbee;  he  told  me 
that  only  $170  was  charged,  viz.  $100  from  Colonel  James,  and  $70  he  paid 
himself. 

I have  written  to  Captains  Fisher  and  Gardiner  for  further  proof  of  the 
issues  of  the  provisions  I turned  over  to  them  on  the  Washita;  and  Col. 
Ragsdale  has  promised  me  an  authenticated  statement,. showing  the  necessi- 
ty of  the  issues,  and  of  circumstances  in  proof  of  its  having  been  done. 

I wish  some  stated  allowance  could  be  made  per  month  for  the  public 
horse,  as  it  is  a matter  not  easily  settled  by  taking  receipts  from  every  indi- 
vidual who  feeds  him  in  passing  through  the  nation.  I shall  be  obliged  to 
go  to  Vicksburg  soon,  to  change  the  deposite  of  the  balance  ©f  money  in  my 
hands  from  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  which  is  defunct,  (for  want 
of  charter)  to  the  Planters’  Bank. 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN» 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S,  Special  Agent, 


Rankin,  May  22,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  I embrace  this  opportunity  to  write  you  a line  to  inform  you 
that  I have  received  your  letter  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Tyson.  I should  like 
to  do  all  that  is  in  my  power  to  assist  you  in  getting  the  Choctaws  to  emi- 
grate to  their  new  home.  I am  on  my  way  to  the  west,  I shall  be  gone 
two  months:  when  I return  home.  I will  write  to  you:  then  I will  be  at 
your  service.  * 

I hope  you  will  visit  our  section  of  country.  Come  and  see  me.  I 
would  be  glad  to  see  you  at  my  house  any  time  you  can  make  it  convenient 
to  call  at  my  house, 

I remain  your  friend, 

Captain  Colquhoun.  GREENWOOD  LEFLORE. 


On  board  the  Steamer  Hunter  oe  Tuscaloosa, 

May  the  3fif,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  I landed  at  Mobile  on  the  30th  of  April:  now  on  my  way, 
have  I travelled  by  water  fifteen  landsul  miles  to  New  Orleans:  thence 
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across  to  Mobile.  I started  from  my  new  house  oa  the  llth  of  March. 
I have  been  much  detained.  I have  made  it  much  my  business  to  inquire 
about  the  different  routes  for  the  emigrants  for  the  present  year.  I have 
thought  that  my  district,  on  the  southern,  had  better  land  on  the  Missis- 
sippi at  Natchez,  or  some  convenient  point  near  that  place,  as  the  great 
body  of  the  Six-towns,  or  that  district,  lies  near  the  boundary  line,  or  nearly 
so.  We  rendezvous  near  the  centre  of  the  body  of  the  people.  We  will 
be  nearer  Natchez  than  to  Vicksburg  by  several  miles,  and  would  travel 
through  an  old  settled  part  of  the  country,  in  which  I must  think  provisions 
can  be  obtained  for  less  money.  If  so,  it  will  be  a great  saving  to  Govern- 
ment, and  a shorter  distance  for  the  Indian  to  travel.  At  the  Mississippi 
there  can  be  steamboats  employed  to  carry  all  heavy  plunder,  and  all  the  old, 
lame,  and  children.  The  boat  can  run  up  to  Monroe  in  about  two  days, 
and  discharge  her  load.  The  stock  can  go  then  to  Monroe,  as  I have  been 
told  that  we  can  load  a good  summer  boat  through  to  Monroe,  or  to  the 
Post  of  Washita:  then  there  is  a good  road  to  General  Hill’s,  w'here  we 
intersect  from  Ecor  de  Fabre.  You  can  look  at  a map  of  the  country,  and 
you  will  find  it  from  the  southern  district  to  be  the  straight  route.  1 saw 
Col.  G.  S.  Gaines,  and  we  talked  about  the  route  I have  stated  above  to 
you.  He  thinks  favorable,  and  wishes  me  to  state  to  you  as  I stated  to  him. 
If  this  will  meet  your  views,  I have  no  doubt  but  all  parties  will  be  satisfied. 
I have  no  doubt  but  you  have  been  thinking  about  the  different  routes. 
Your  opinion  on  the  various  routes  I should  like  very  much  to  hear.  Your 
early  reply  will  meet  a lasting  favor  of  your  friend, 

, ^ JOEL  H.  NAIL. 


Captain  W,  S.  Colquhoun. 

N,  B.  If  my  friend  Captain  Cross  is  in  reach,  please  inform  him  of  my 
return  to  my  old  home,  or  nearly  so.  Inform  him  that  I am  well  and 
hearty,  and  wish  very  much  to  see  him. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOEL  H.  NAIL. 


June  the  1^/,  1832. 

Sir:  I heard  the  other  day  that  the  cattle  sales  had  been  stopped.  It 
makes  me  uneasy,  for  I had  persuaded  my  people  to  let  the  Government 
have  their  cattle;  for  if  they  sell  their  cattle  themselves,  they  will  spend  the 
money;  and  when  they  get  over  the  Mississippi,  they  will  have  no  w^ay  to  get 
a start  of  stock:  if  this  is  the  case,  it  will  be^a  great  disappointment,  indeed, 
sir.  I wish  you  to  write  to  me  this  day,  if  you  please,  the  reason,  and  what 
we  will  do  about  this.  If  the  sales  are  put  off  till  fall,  we  cannot  find  our  cat- 
tle; and  we  should  hate  to  leave  them.  Our  little  stock  would  be  of  great 
advantage  to  us  when  we  get  home.  Nothing  more;  but  remain. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  McKINNEY. 

Mr.  Colquhoun:  I want  you  to  write  also  the  route  that  we  will  have  to 
move  this  fall.  I understood  that  we  had  to  take  a new  route.  I want  to 
know,  for  we  will  have  a ball-play  at  my  house  on  the  next  babbath,  and  I 
v/ish  to  let  my  people  know  which  way  they  will  have  to  go.  Come  down, 
and  see  us  play  ball,  if  you  can  make  it  convenient. 

Mr.  Colquhoun. 
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War  Department,  Jum  28,  1832. 

General  Gibson  will  inform  Mr.  Gardiner  that  the  following  purchases 
have  been  directed  to  be  made  by  Major  Armstrong,  at  New  York  or 
Philadelphia,  for  the  Ohio  Indians,  agreeably  to  the  stipulations  made  with 
them. 

These  articles  will  be  sent  to  Sandusky  city,  in  Ohio,  to  the  address  of 
Mr.  Gardiner;  and  he  will  be  advised  of  the  time  when  they  leave  New 
York,  and  of  the  person  to  whom  they  will  be  consigned. 

He  will  direct  the  agent  of  the  Commissary  General  with  him  to  pay  the 
transportation.  These  articles  will  be  distributed  by  Mr.  Gardiner  agreeably 
to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaties;  and  the  receipt  of  the  Indians,  properly 
authenticated,  will  be  transmitted. 

Eighty  blankets,  twenty-five  rifles,  Russia  sheeting  to  the  amount  of 
three  hundred  dollars,  for  the  Ottaways  of  Blanchard’s  fork,  Oquanox’s 
village. 

One  hundred  blankets,  ten  rifles,  Russia  sheeting  to  the  amount  of  three 
hundred  dollars,  for  the  Shawnees  and  Senecas  of  Lewistown. 

Two  hundred  blankets,  Russia  sheeting  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred 
dollars,  for  the  Shawnees,  Wapaughkonnetta  and  Hog  Creek. 

The  other  articles  due  to  these  tribes  will  be  delivered  when  they  reach 
their  residence  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

L.  C. 


Doak’s  Stand,  Mississippi,  June  12,  1832. 

Sir:  Understanding  that  application  had  been  or  would  be  made  to  the 
department  to  have  a road  opened  in  the  Choctaw  nation  from  a point  on 
the  Yazoo  river  to  a point  on  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite  Helena,  in  Ar- 
kansas Territory,  for  the  special  use  and  convenience  of  emigrating  Indians 
who  may  remove  in  wagons,  I have  thought  it  not  out  of  place  to  give  you 
my  views  respecting  this  contemplated  road. 

I returned  a few  days  since  from  that  section:  whilst  there,  I made  it  my 
business  to  get  all  the  information  from  the  best  sources  I could,  respecting 
the  local  situation  of  the  lands  through  which  this  road  would  pass,  all  of 
which  go  to  say  that  it  will  have  to  pass  through  a desperate  swamp  at  least 
sixty  miles  in  extent,  uninhabited  by  any  person,  and  that  it  would  be  almost 
impracticable  to  make  a road  sufficient  for  wagons  to  pass;  and,  from  my  own 
knowledge  and  observation  of  the  country,  I would  say  the  above  informa- 
tion was  correct  And  I cannot  see  that  this  road  would  materially  benefit 
the  emigrants,  only  those  who  are  living  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
nation,  and  the  most  of  them  will  remove  for  the  commutation  allowance, 
and  can  work  their  way  through  the  swamp  on  their  horses  without  a road. 

I would  here  remark  that  I consider  Vicksburg  the  best  and  most  central 
point  for  the  embarkation  of  emigrants  who  are  going  up  the  Washita,  or  up 
the  Arkansas  to  Little  Rock  or  Fort  Smith. 

Being  actuated  by  no  other  consideration  or  interest  than  that  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  which  I am  acting,  and  the  general  welfare  of  the  emigrants, 
I deemed  it  my  indispensible  duty  to  give  you  this  information,  which  I 
think,  sir,  you  will  find  to  accord  with  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  my 
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colleague.  The  present  appearance  among  the  Indians  indicate  a heavy 
emigration  this  fall. 

I remain,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  CROSS, 
Special  Indian  *dgent. 

To  General  George  Gibson,  Washing to7i  Cityj  D.  C. 


New  Rochester,  Erie  Canal,  June  28,  1832. 

Sir:  Lhave  the  honor  to  report  that  I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  tender  my 
services  to  Gen.  Scott,  connected  with  the  present  movements  on  our  north- 
western frontier. 

I trust  you  will  appreciate  the  motives  which  actuate  me:  and  be  assured 
that  the  urgency  of  the  occasion  alone  prevented  my  consulting  you  ere  taking 
such  a step. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CLAY, 

Lieutenant^  and  Assistant  Commissary  Subsistence, 
Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S,,  Washington  City,  D,  C, 


Choctaw  Agency,  July  5,  1832. 

Sir;  By  the  last  mall  I received  your  letter  of  the  16th  June,  complaining 
of  the  course  I have  pursued  in  preparing  for  the  coming  emigration  of  the 
Choctaw  Indians,  and,  before  I make  any  explanation,  have  to  assure  you  that 
no  definite  step  has  been  taken  by  me,  and  nothing  has  been  done  but  what 
may  be  retracted  from,  if,  indeed,  any  retraction  were  necessary.  Actuated 
by  feelings  of  anxious  solicitude  to  effect  the  emigration  within  the  time 
promised  by  the  Executive,  and  authorized  by  your  instructions  to  take  such 
measures  generally  as  might  be  deemed  most  effective  towards  the  promo- 
tion of  the  object  in  view  of  the  Government,  I had  printed  enrolments 
struck  off  and  distributed  through  the  whole  nation  for  signature,  designat- 
ing the  15th  September  as  the  period  of  assemblage,  and  the  different  points 
as  well  as  the  number  of  Indians,  number  of  horses,  and  number  of  wagons 
belonging  to  them;  these  enrolments  to  be  given  by  the  first  of  August  to  the 
superintendent,  so  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  contract  for  the  requisite  sup- 
plies of  provisions,  forage,  and  transportation,  and  to  assign  to  those  employed 
in  the  emigration  their  different  stations.  I barely  contemplated  assigning 
the  station  in  the  southeastern  district  to  Dr.  J.  B.  Earle,  and,  if  1 mentioned 
it  otherwise  in  my  letter,  it  was  an  error.  I assure  you,  sir,  I have  made 
no  appointment  excepting  in  the  case  of  Moses  Foster,  a half-breed  Indian, 
and  one  of  great  influence  in  Leflore’s  district:  I merely  hired  him  to  ride 
through  the  district  to  enrol  a party  at  the  suggestion  of  several  gentlemen 
on  the  Yazoo  river,  who  informed  me  that  about  one  thousand  were  ready 
to  remove,  and  waited  only  for  an  a^ent,  (this  was  in  March  last.)  As  soon 
as  Major  Foster  had  ascertained  fully  that  the  party  could  not  be  raised  until 
fall,  he  was  discharged.  When  I was  on  the  Tombigbee,  about  serenty  miles 
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southeast  from  this  place^  and  before  I had  received  your  letter  of  the  10th 
May,  Capt.  James  and  Major  Colman,  two  wealthy  men  who  have  nume- 
rous adherents  around  them,  informed  me  they  should  join  David  Folsom 
on  the  Robertson  road,  near  the  Agency,  intending  to  go  by  Vicksburg:  this 
I approved  of.  This  was  the  only  thing  like  an  arrangement  that  I can  recol- 
lect of,  and  I assure  you  I have  committed  myself  in  no  way'  whatever  as  to 
the  points  of  assemblage,  &c.,  excepting  in  reference  to  the  enrolments.  It 
is  true,  in  conversation  with  Col.  Folsom,  1 have  agreed  with  him  merely 
in  opinion  as  to  the  routes,  &c, ; also  with  others:  but  long  before  I got  your 
letter  of  the  10th  of  May,  I distinctly  and  frequently  stated  to  all  who  in- 
quired of  me  that  nothing  would  be  done  until  the  new  superintendent  was 
appointed  and  present  to  direct  the  emigration.  On  ray  return  from  the 
cattle  sales,  29th  May,  I received  your  letter  of  the  lOth  of  that  month,  and, 
consequently,  since  that  period  have  taken  no  step  whatever,  excepting  to 
write  you  every  thing  I had  previously  done,  and  every  thing  of  interest 
which  might  be  suggested  to  my  mind  from  experience.  I generally  write 
without  much  reserve  to  your  department,  and  always  endeavor  to  give  you 
a faithful  statement  of  every  thing  which  transpires.  I hope  I may  be  still 
permitted  to  merit  your  confidence. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  Special  Indian  *Mgent, 

C,  (r.  S.,  Washington  City, 

I enclose  CoL  Ragsdale^s  affidavit  in  support  of  the  purchase  and  issue  of 
the  provisions  furnished  by  me  on  the  Washita  river,  last  winter,  to  Captains 
Fisher  and  Gardiner,  which  I hope,  with  the  additional  evidence  already 
forwarded,  will  sustain  the  expenditure, 

w.  s.  c. 

I forward  you  one  of  the  enrolments  referred  to  in  my  letter.  I thought 
I had  sent  one  when  they  were  first  printed  in  March  last. 

w.  s.  c. 


Choctaw  Agency,  July  12,  1832. 

Sir:  I enclose,  herewith,  my  account  current  and  vouchers  up  to  the  30th 
June,  1832.  It  will  be  recollected,  in  my  account  for  the  first  quarter  I 
omitted  to  charge  my  pay  and  allowances:  they  are  therefore  introduced  into 
the  enclosed  accounts. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  Mgmi, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,,  Washington, 

P.  S.  We  have  abundant  showers  of  rain,  and  a flattering  prospect  for 
crops  of  corn. 
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Doak’s  Stand,  Jum  23,  1832. 

Sir:  I here  enclose  you  papers  relating  to  my  quarter  returns  up  to  the 
31st  Ilecember,  1831,  which  was  forwarded  to  me  to  act  on. 

I would  here  remark  that,  owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which 
the  emigrants,  with  their  horse,  and  cattle,  moved,  I have  made  out  as  cor- 
rect a return  of  subsistence,  and  forage  that  was  purchased  and  issued  to 
them,  as  the  case  would  admit,  which  I believe,  in  the  whole,  to  be  entirely 
true. 

From  my  own  account,  you  will  see  I have  neither  charged  expenses, 
transportation,  or  forage  for  horse,  which  I ask  leave  to  submit  to  you  at 
some  future  time,  after  I shall  have  received  instructions  from  you  what  to 
charge  for  forage,  &c.  On  these  points,  I have  had  no  instructions  from 
the  department:  consequently,  acted  on  instructions  from  others. 

Abstract  1,  voucher  9 — This  amount  is  withdrawn  from  amount  of  ab- 
stract now  at  the  department,  also  ^20  credited  to  United  States  in  account 
(by  Col.  Gaines,)  is  withdrawn.  Abstract  1,  voucher  11 — This  is  a bill  and 
receipt  for  horses,  saddles,  and  bridles,  &c. , to  accompany  certificate  No. 
11,  now  at  the  department;  No.  16,  certificate  to  accompany  voucher  16 
now  at  the  department;  26,  certificate  to  accompany  voucher  26,  now  at  the 
department;  46,  certificate,  and  bills  Nos.  1 and  2,  to  accompany  voucher  46 
now  at  the  department. 

Abstract  1,  voucher  13 — bill  and  certificate  attached,  also  tske  correspon- 
dence relative  to  the  amount. 

All  of  which  are  respectfully  submitted,  and  hope  they  will  be  satisfac- 
tory. Should  you  wish  further  evidence  of  the  issues  of  provisions,  &c.  made 
in  my  return,  it  will  perhaps  be  in  my  power,  in  the  course  of  the  sum- 
mer, to  procure  from  some  gentleman,  who  was  along  at  the  time,  certificates 
to  that  effect. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  CROSS, 
Special  Indian  tdgent 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

Washington)  D.  C, 


Doak’s  Stand,  Miss.,  Ju?2e  23,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  communications,  addressed  to  Dugald  McAlpin  and  Joseph  T. 
Earle,  together  with  deficient  papers,  which  were  sent  under  cover  to  me, 
and  for  me  to  act  on,  was  received. 

And,  not  knowing  where  Mr.  McAlpin  resides,  I cannot  address  him,  but 
would  remark,  in  answer  to  your  inquiries  from  whom  he  received  three 
dollars  and  eighty-six  cents  credited  United  States  in  his  account  current? 
that  that  amount  was  received  by  Mr.  McAlpin  for  corn  sold  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  which  amount  was  excepted  when  certifying  to  the 
amount  of  issues.  In  reference  to  voucher  eight  in  his  account  current,  it 
is  not  in  my  power  to  do  any  thing  with  it.  The  nature  of  the  transaction,  how- 
ever, explains  itself,  and,  as  the  party  cannot  be  come  at,  I hope  the  bill  will 
be  received  by  the  department,  particularly  as  neither  the  Government  or 
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the  party  gains  or  lose  any  thing.  I have  written  to  Mr.  Joseph  T.  Earle, 
and  his  statement  respecting  the  disposal  of  the  flour  and  corn  shall  be  for- 
warded as  soon  as  received. 

I will  here  state,  however,  that  the  flour  and  corn,  which  is  the  subject  of 
your  inquiry,  was  turned  over  by  him  to  me,  and  issued  by  me,  as  reported 
in  my  provision  return  herewith  sent. 

Very  respectfully,  ^ 

Your  most  obedient  servant,' 

S.  T.  CROSS, 

Special  Indian  A^ent, 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.p  Washington  City, 


Choctaw  Agency,  June  20,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  just  returned  up  through  the  nation  from  Vicksburg,  where 
I went  to  transfer  the  deposite  from  the  State  Bank,  which  is  defunct,  to 
the  Planters’  Bank. 

On  my  route  I met  with  Capt.  Silas  D.  Fisher,  the  Choctaw  captain,  to 
whom  I turned  over  the  corn  and  subsistence  at  Coram’s,  on  the  Washita. 
He  will  be  here  in  a few  days,  and  make  a return. 

Last  fall  it  was  asked  of  me,  whether  Indians  who  had  wagons  would  be 
permitted  to  enter  them?  I of  course  assented,  and  several  were  entered, 
among  others  those  of  Capt.  Fisher.  After  landing  on  the  Washita,  they 
continued  on  from  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  to  their  destination,  presuming  on  the 
same  allowance  they  obtained  on  this  side  of  the  river.  Capt.  Fisher  com- 
plains that  Capt.  Brown  had  refused  to  pay  any  of  the  wagons  engaged  in  the 
transportation,  or  any  expenses  appertaining  to  the  emigrants  who  landed  at 
the  Ecor  de  Fabre,  consisting  of  the  parties  of  Col.  Nail,  Capts.  Harkins  and 
Fisher,  in  number  about  twelve  hundred.  If  this  is  so,  I have  respectfully  to 
remark  that  some  steps  ought  to  be  taken  for  their  payment  through  some 
other  channel. 

I saw  Capt.  Brown  at  Vicksburg  a few  days  since.  I wished  him  to  say 
what  points  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  he  wished  to  receive  the 
Indians  at,  told  him  it  would  be  very  iihportant  to  have  them  designated  in 
time;  and  mentioned  Helena,  a point  (in  which  he  concurred'with  me)  as  in- 
accessible from  this  side  with  wagons,  unless  by  approaching  within  a short 
distance  of  Memphis  (say  twelve  miles)  and  coursing  the  river  down. 

The  crops  of  corn  would  he  more  than  usually  abundant  if  we  could  have 
rain;  hardly  a drop  of  which  has  fallen  from  here  to  New  Orleans  since  the 
20th  May.» 

At  the  close  of  this  month,  I will  forward  my  quarterly  account. 

I am,  sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  *Bgent* 

General  Gjeo.  Gibson, 

P.  S.  The  superintendent  has  not  yet  arrived,  nor  do  I know  who  he  is, 
except  unofiicially.  Every  thing  is  in  suspense,  and  the  Indians  constantly 
holding  councils  and  ball  plays,  where  whiskey  is  openly  sold,  and  drunken- 
ness prevails  to  an  extent  beyond  any  thing  ever  before  experienced.  Nu- 
78 


618 


C ] 

merous  parties  of  Indians  pass  the  agency  every  week,  with  whiskey  pack- 
ed on  horses  and  on  sleds  from  Columbus;  and  since  the  troops  have  retired, 
the  little  intimidation  they  caused  has  ceased,  and  the  most  unrestrained  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  has  resulted,  with  a perfect  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the 
agent. 

The  district  judge,  Nichols,  held  court  in  Columbus  in  May,  and  expressly 
declared  all  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  the  Choctaw  nation  null  and 
void.  I report  this  on  the  best  authority. 

Respectfully, 

w.  s.  c. 


Choctaw  Agency,  June  22,  1S32. 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  Capt.  Silas  D.  Fisher’s  return  and  vouchers  for 
the  four  barrels  of  pork,  one  and  an  half  barrels  of  flour,  and  fifteen  bushels 
of  corn,  received  and  issued  by  him  at  the  Ecor  de  Fabre.  He  informs  me 
he  gave  a certificate  of  the  issue  to  S.  T.  Cross,  esq.,  special  Indian  agent. 
He  has  made  oath  to  the  account  for  ferriage  and  other  expenses,  per  affidavit 
before  Col.  Ward,  Indian  agent,  written  on  the  back  of  a duplicate  of  the  ac- 
count, and  which  is  herewith  enclosed.  As  soon  as  I receive  the  return  of 
Capt.  Noel  Gardner,  the  provisions  issued  through  me  on  the  Washita  will 
be  accounted  for.  , I have  deducted  the  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  error  in 
one  of  the  ferriages. 

Permit  me  to  ask  for  a specific  allowance  for  the  public  horse,  it  being 
almost  impossible  for  me  to  obtain  vouchers  from  every  one  when  travelling 
through  the  country,  and,  if  a failure  should  occur  in  one  or  two  instances 
in  a month,  it  would  be  a loss  to  me. 

The  reason  I charged  sixteen  dollars,  it  is  the  army  allowance  for  forage, 
and  defy  any  one  to  keep  a horse  for  less  in  this  country,  unless  he  lets  him 
run  out  half  the  time,  when  he  would  be  liable  to  be  stolen,  and  other  inju- 
ries. The  horse  is  a very  fine  one,  and  I take  -a  great  deal  of  pains  '^dth 
him.  I hope  you  will  take  the  matter  into  consideration. 

I am,  sir, 

' ■ Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  Jigent. 

General  George  Gibson. 


Choctaw  Agency,  July  1,  IS32. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  of  June,  with  its  enclosures,  I have  received, 
and  in  reference  to  its  contents  respecting  the  valuation  and  sale  of  the  Choc- 
taw cattle,  I have  only  to  add  to  my  letter  of  the  29th  May,  that,  if  the  valua- 
tion and  sale  is  only  to  take  place  when  a party  is  ready  to  remove^  an 
agent  for  each  rendezvous  will  be  required  to  perform  that  duty,  the  stations 
and  rendezvous  being  too  far  from  each  other  for  a single  individual  to  do  it. 

If  the  emigration  was  gradual,  and  would  continue  without  regard  to  sea- 
son, it  would- perhaps  be  easy  to  dispose  of  the  cattle  at  the  rendezvous,  but, 
according  to  the  arrangement  of  the  treaty,  the  period  for  assemblage  and  re- 
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movalisthe  same  all  through  the  nation;  so  that  the  whole  emigration  for 
the  year  is  on  the  march  at  the  same  moment,  a time  full  of  excitement,  and 
very  unfit  for  the  collection,  valuation,  and  sale  of  the  cattle.  The  dry 
weather  soon  destroys  the  range  in  the  high  lands,  and  the  cattle  retire  to 
the  cane  and  reed  range  on  the  watercourses,  where  they  remain  all  the  win- 
ter, and  are  hard  to  be  driven  from  by  the  most  expert  herdsmen.  Even 
now,  owing  to  the  drought,  the  cattle  fail  to  come  up  to  the  pens  as  formerly, 
during  the  spring  and  commencement  of  summer. 

The  advertisement  of  Col.  Byrne,  agent  for  selling  the  cattle,  caused  the 
Indians  to  collect  and  pen  them,  to  have  them  valued  and  sold:  it  also  in- 
duced many  persons  to  come  into  the  nation  to  buy  them.  As  soon  as  he  quit 
selling,  the  Indians,  not  choosing  to  let  their  cattle  out  of  the  pens,  sold  them 
(for  the  most  part)  to  those  speculators  who  were  attending  the  sales.  On 
my  way  through  the  nation  a few  days  since,  I met  a fine  drove  of  beef  cattle 
said  to  be  on  their  way  to  New  Orleans.  I am  of  opinion,  in  any  event,  that 
the  number  of  cattle  for  valuation  and  sale  by  the  agent  will  be  very  much 
reduced,  and  the  benevolent  intention  of  the  treaty  to  give  them  cattle  in 
their  new  country  frustrated  in  part.  The  money  they  get  will  be  spent  for 
whiskey,  and  property  they  cannot  move.  I did  not  think  I should  have 
again  troubled  you  with  the  cattle  business,  but  its  close  connexion  with  the 
removal  of  the  Indians  required  exposition,  so  that,  hereafter,  we  may  as- 
cribe the  proper  cause  for  the  failure  of  our  object,  should  it  occur. 

Col.  Wai;d,  who  is  recently  from  Washington  City,  informs  me  that  two 
w^agons  only  are  allowed  to  each  one  hundred  emigrants.  It  appears  to  me 
to  be  impossible  to  estimate  correctly  as  to  the  quantity  of  transportation 
necessary  for  movers  so  different  in  their  amount  of  moveable  property.  I 
feel  assured  that  less  than  three  wagons  to  the  one  hundred  will  not  answer, 
and  I hope  that  no  lack  of  transportation  will  be  permitted.  The  Indians 
will  say  by  the  treaty  that  they  and  their  effects  were  to  be  moved  in  wag- 
ons and  steamboats,  (expressly:)  here  is  our  property  and  you  must  remove 
it.  I hardly  know  how  I could  refuse  it,  but  of  course  should  be  governed 
by  my  instructions. 

I have  written  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Everitt  at  Demopolis,  where  he  resides, 
for  a statement  of  his  disbursements  of  the  three  hundred  dollars.  I saw 
him  on  his  way  from  Kiamichi,  but  he  never  mentioned  the  suoject;  and, 
as  he  is  Colonel  Gaines’s  nephew,  I presume,  of  course,  he  would  settle  his 
account  with  him. 

I have  not  yet  heard  from  the  superintendent.  TJie  Indians  have  ball- 
plays  and  councils  frequently,  which  usually  terminate  in  drunken  frolics. 
The  sale  of  their  reserves  and  stock  keeps  them  amply  supplied  with  whis- 
key, which  is  kept  for  sale  in  every  part  of  the  nation.  They  are  in  a state 
of  suspense,  anxious  to  know  when  and  where  they  are  to  meet,  what  routes 
they  are  to  take,  and  whether  the  Government  intends  allowing  them  a com- 
mutation for  removing  on  their  own  resources. 

A grand  council  is  to  be  held  about  fifteen  miles  from  here,  near  the  resi- 
dence of  Mushulatubbe,  the  chief,  on  the  14th  instant. 

I am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  dlgeni. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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Choctaw  Agency,  July  30,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  the  account  and  vouchers  of 
Mr.  A.  W.  Everitt,  showing  the  disposition  of  the  funds  advanced  to  him 
by  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines,  late  superintendent  of  removal  and  subsist- 
ence of  Indians. 

Mr.  Everitt  accompanied  a party  of  emigrants  as  far  as  the  new  Choc- 
taw country. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WxM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Indian  Jigent* 


To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.)  Washington  City. 


[extract.] 

Hightower,  Ga.,  August  4,  1832. 

Several  families,  who  enrolled  during  last  spring,  will  be  ready  to  re-  ' 
move  west  as  early  as  the  middle  of  September  or  first  of  October  nexU 
Their  wish  is  to  remove  themselves  by  land,  taking  an  advance  equal  to  the 
expense  attending  the  transportation  and  subsistence  of  the  late  emigrants 
by  the  Government,  which  was  between  fifteen  and  twenty  dollar’s  per  head. 

The  department  will  therefore  please  to  furnish  Colonel  Montgomery, 
Indian  agent,  with  funds,  or  order  out  an  agent  of  removal  and  subsistence, 
with  instructions  to  meet  the  expected  emergency. 

“BENJAMIN  F.  CURRY.’’ 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  August  16,  1832. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Acting  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 
by  order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


[extract.] 

Cherokee  Agency,  July  23,  1832. 

“ Should  a treaty  not  be  speedily  entered  into,  would  it  not  be  well  ta 
authorize  the  appraisement  of  the  Indian  stock  where  they  cannot  make  sale 
of  it  in  time  to  set  out  with  the  first  expedition  after  their  enrolment? 

“ Heretofore  their  stock  was  sold  for  improvements,  which  were  valued 
and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  emigrants:  but,  since  the  law  for  occupying 
the  country  took  effect,  the  Indian  occupant  has  no  right  to  sell  unless  it  be 
to  the  State  or  General  Government.  He  has  therefore  to  sell  his  stock  at 
very  low  prices,  or  on  a credit.  If  on  a credit,  he  would  lose  all  in  most 
cases:  if  for  cash,  at  a considerable  sacrifice.  Should  there  be  no  terms  en- 
tered into  for  a treaty  here,  there  will  no  doubt  be  a considerable  emigra- 
tion during  the  next  winter  and  spring.  In  the  fall,  those  who  can  move 
themselves,  and  wish  to  go  west,  will  set  out  by  land.  Many  talk  of  taking 
an  advance  equal  to  the  expense,  and  removing  by  wagon  in  the  fall.” 

The  above  extract  of  a letter  of  Major  Curry  is  respectfully  referred  to 
the  Acting  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  by  direction  of  the  Acting 
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Secretary  of  War,  with  the  remark  that,  in  his  instructions,  Major  C.  was' 
required  to  report  whether  the  Cherokees  would  have  more  stock  to  dispose 
of  than  would  be  needed  for  provisions,  and  his  answer  was,  probably  not. 


Choctaw  Agency,  *^ugust  8,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  ultimo,  enclosing  a copy  of  the  regulations, 
with  the  appointment  of  assistant  agent  in  the  removal  of  the  Indians, 
(which  I have  the  honor  to  accept,)  was  received  by  the  last  mail. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  the  superintendent,  has  not  yet  arrived, 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN,  Assisi mit  nagenL 
Commissary  Gen.  of  Subsistence, 

Washington  City, 


Choctaw  Agency,  August  20,  1832. 

Sir:  On  my  return  from  the  cattle  sales,  I reported  in  my  letter  to  the 
department  the  loss  of  Miles  Mackey’s  horse,  the  Indian  who  accompanied 
me  as  a herdman  on  that  service.  The  horse  died  of  a surfeit  of  corn,  and 
was  hired  by  Mackey  of  an  Indian  named  Jones,  who  demands  payment 
from  me.  I have  the  honor  to  request  that  I may  be  informed  whether  he 
will  be  paid  or  not.  The  only  claim  the  Indian  has,  is,  that  he  is  very 
poor,  and  the  horse  died  in  service  of  Government. 

Captain  William  Armstrong,  the  new  superintendent,  has  not  yet  arrived. 

1 am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN. 

Commissary  Gen.  of  Subsistence. 

Washington  City, 


Choctaw  Agency,  August  25,  1832.  ' 
Sir:  Enclosed  are  my  accounts  up  to  the  81st  August,  closing  my  dis- 
bursements in  the  Indian  emigration,  the  balance  being  paid  over  to  Captain 
John  Page,  4th  infantry.  I start  this  morning  with  Colonel  Wm.  Arm- 
strong, superintendent,  for  the  factory  on  the  Tombigbee,  sixty-fiv'e  miles 
below  this  place,  from  whence  I shall  shortly  proceed  to  the  neighborhood 
of  Winchester,  near  the  lower  line  of  the  nation. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 
Assistant  Agent, 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Little  Rock,  August  24,  1832. 

Dear  General:  On  the  21st  July  last,  I handed  Captain  Brown  the  en- 
closed recommendation  to  fill  a vacancy  by  the  appointment  of  McK.  Ball  to 
a land  office.  Shortly  after  it  was  presented,  it  was  ascertained  that  a re- 
modeling of  the  system  for  removing  the  Indians  had  taken  from  him  this 
branch  of  his  former  duties.  I have  therefore  thought  proper  to  enclose  a 
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copy  of  the  letter  to  Captain  Brown  directly  to  you.  You  will  perceive  that 
two  judges  of  the  federal  court,  and  the  attorney  general,  have  united  in 
recommending  Mr.  Johnston.  iThey  are  all  good  Jackson  men,  and,  from 
the  haste  with  which  the  recommendation  was  got  up,  were  the  only  indi- 
viduals to  whom  it  was  presented.  May  I ask  your  kind  services  for  Mr. 
Johnston  should  a vacancy  occur  or  at  present- exist:  and  venture  to  hope 
that  this,  my  first  effort  to  serve  a meritorious  man  during  this  administration, 
may  at  least  not  so  far  militate  against  him  as  to  detract  from  the  otherwise 
strong  recommendation  enclosed. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  prosperity, 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  CRITTENDEN. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 


Little  Rock,  Jul^  21,  1832. 

Sir:  Having  learnt  within  a few  days  that  the  appointment  of  McK.  Ball  to 
a land  office,  and  the  resignation  of  Lieutenant  Ryan,  has  created  two  vacan- 
cies in  your  department,  and  not  having  learnt  that  you  had  settled  on  a suc- 
cessor in  either  case,  will  you  permit  me  to  recommend  to  you  for  one  of 
those  appointments  my  friend,  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Johnston?  For  capacity, 
sterling  integrity,  and  prompt  and  efficient  energy  of  character,  I take  leave 
to  say  he  is  not  surpassed  by  any  gentleman  in  your  department.  The  only 
possible  objection  that  could  exist  to  his  appointment  would  be,  that,  at  in- 
tervals, he  has  given  way  to  momentary  intemperance:  his  general  habits, 
however,  are  temperate  and  good,  and  1 pledge  myself  for  his  fidelity  and 
good  habits  while  in  the  public  service,  from  a full  conviction  that  misfor- 
tunes and  want  of  proper  incentives  to  action,  more  than  inclination,  have 
led  to  this  temporary  aberration.  Should  my  confident  conviction,  (the  re- 
sult of  long  and  intimate  acquaintance,)  however,  be  not  realized,  you  would 
always  hold  in  your  hands  the  means  of  remedying  the  evil.  Should  you 
accord  your  assent  to  my  wishes  upon  this  subject,  you  will  have  done  an 
essential  service  to  one  of  the  most  honorable  and  worthy  men  I have  ever 
known,  and  conferred  a lasting  obligation  upon 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  CRITTENDEN. 

To  Captain  J,  Brown. 


Sir:  Mr.  Crittenden  having  shown  me  the  above  note  to  you,  the  object 
of  which  is,  the  obtaining  a situation  in  your  department  for  Mr.  Thomas 
W.  Johnston,  I would  say  to  you  that  I heartily  unite  with  Mr.  Critten- 
den in  his  wish  on  that  subject,  and  concur  with  him  in  his  opinion  and  sen- 
timents in  relation  to  the  gentleman  named. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CUMMINS. 


Captain  J.  Brown. 
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Sir:  I have  seen  the  within  letter,  and,  being  acquainted  with  Mr.  John- 
ston, I have  no  hesitation  in  subscribing  to  facts  of  Mr.  Johnston’s  qualifica- 
tions, and  would  be  glad  that  he  could  get  the  situation  for  him. 

SAMUEL  C.  ROANE. 

We  heartily  unite  in  the  foregoing  recommendation  of  Mr.  Johnston. 

B.  JOHNSON. 

EDWARD  CROSS. 

Captain  Brown  will  confer  a favor  by  letting  me  hear  from  him  on  the 
subject. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  CRITTENDEN. 


Fort  Towson,  August  21,  1832. 

Gfneral:  Not  having  heard  of  the  receipt  and  settlement  of  my  accounts 
and  vouchers  for  moneys  disbursed  by  me  as  superintendent  of  the  removal 
and  subsistence  of  Indians  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory,  during  the 
third  and  part  of  the  fourth  quarters  of  1831,  will  you  please  inform  me 
if  they  have  been  received,  and,  if  so,  the  disposition  made  of  them? 

I am,  sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CLARK,  Captain  Sd  Infantry, 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  Washington  City, 


Choctaw  Agency,  September  7,  1832.  • 

Sir:  Mr.  Norwood,  late  assistant  agent,  was  here  yesterday,  and  promises 
to  settle  the  §130  as  soon  as  he  can  raise  the  money.  His  residence  is  Tus- 
caloosa. He  gave  me  an  order  on  Ragsdale,  the  late  contractor,  who  was 
not  able  to  pay,  and  I returned  it.  I shall  start  in  a few  days  for  Chickasa- 
whay;  (post  office,  Winchester.)  That  district  has  been  assigned  to  me.  1 
have  already,  in  council,  appointed  Garland’s  stand,  Old  Mily  road,  the 
rendezvousj  and  the  1st  of  October  the  time  for  meeting. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

* Assistant  Agent  removal  of  Indians. 

To  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence. 


Doak’s  Stand,  Miss.,  September  20,  1832. 

Sir:  tn  obedience  to  instructions  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  July,  I herewith 
enclose  you  my  quarter  return  up  to  the  31st  August..  This,  with  others  I 
have  before  sent  to  the  department,  embraces  all  my  operations  in  relation 
to  money  matters  with  the  Government.  Since  the  time  of  my  entering 
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the  service,  17th  September,  1831,  up  to  the  date  of  this  return,  which,  if 
approved  by  the  department,  le'jves  the  United  States  indebted  to  me  ^4,20§. 
I have  provisions  or  property  on  hand  belonging  to  the  Government, 

excepting  one  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle,  and  this  will  be  given  up  to  the  dis- 
bursing officer  as  soon  as  he  reaches  this  place,  and  which  shall  be  made 
known  to  you  as  soon  as  the  same  is  done.  You  will  find  an  account  here- 
with, belonging  to  my  quarter  return  up  to  the  31st  December,  1831,  for  fo- 
rage, subsistence,  and  transportation,  which  was  not  included  in  my  last  ac- 
count current  for  that  quarter;  and  that  part  of  the  account  relating  to  trans- 
portation from  Madison,  Indiana,  to  Harkins,  in  the  Choctaw  nation,  and 
which  was  suspended  by  you,  I urge  again,  and  do  hope  the  account  will 
be  allowed,  as  the  charge  does  not  exceed  ten  cents  per  mile.  All  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted  for  adjustment. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  CROSS, 

Assistant  Agents  ^c. 


General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.f  Washington  City. 


Fort  Smith,  September  3,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  this  day  received  two  notices  for  the  nonpayment  of  two 
drafts  drawn  by  Captain  George  Yashon,  agent  Cherokees  west.  I regret 
that  so  much  difficulty  should  occur  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  drafts  drawn 
by  your  agents.  Relying  fully  on  the  Government,  we  have  at  all  times  fur- 
nished our  means  freely  to  meet  the  views,  as  well  as  the  interest,  of  the 
Government. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  late  emigration  under  Major  Curry,  the  agent  deem- 
ing it  his  duty  to  furnish  the  emigrants,  computed  the  ration  at  ^32  50  for 
each  emigrant’s  year’s  rations,  and  drew  his  drafts  on  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Those  drafts  were  cashed  by  the  merchants,  and  many  of  them  have  been 
sent  on  for  payment,  which  will  be  returned  with  damages  and  cost  to  us, 
as  well  as  the  inconvenience  in  raising  the  money  the  second  time  to  take 
them  up.  My  letter  to  you  on  the  subject  of  rations  furnished  Cherokee 
emigrants  and  their  families,  stating  the  refusal  of  the  agent  to  draw  for  the 
negroes  of  the  Cherokee  families,  I presume  has  been  received,  and  an  an- 
swer expected  by  due  course  of  mail. 

I have  received  a letter  from  Captain  Vashon,  informing  me  that  his  func- 
tions had  ceased,  and  the  department  disapproved  of  his  drawing  any  more 
drafts,  and  refers  me  to  Lieutenant  Seawell.  I have  written  to  that  gentle- 
man, and  I have  received  the  following  answer.  ♦ 

Your  note  of  the  28th  ultimo  is  received.  All\hat  I can  do  now,  is  to 
say  to  you  that,  as  soon  as  you  can  obtain  authority  to  call  on  me  for  the 
amount  of  your  claims  for  rations  furnished  the  late  emigrants,  it  shall  be 
paid  you. 

‘*W.  SEAWELL,  Lieut.  U.  S.  A., 
Disbursing  Agent  for  the  Cherokees  west.^^ 

I will  here  remark,  with  such  agents  as  these,  I would  like  to  be  inform- 
ed where,  and  from  whom  we  are  to  receive  our  money?  You  stated  to  me« 
when  1 had  the  pleasure  last  winter  to  converse  with  you,  that,  if  the  agent 
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refused  to  do  the  duty  of  his  office,  and  refused  to  assume  the  responsibility, 
you  would  find  one  that  would  discharge  the  duty  of  bis  office:  and  we  are 
now  placed  in  a situation,  after  drawing  our  money,  to  have  the  drafts  re- 
turned to  the  agent  that  drew  them;  and  he  informs  us  that  one  has  been 
appointed  to  do  the  duty  that  he  had  already  done,  and  when  we  call  on 
Lieutenant  Seaweil,  you  see  his  answer.  Be  pleased  to  give  some  directions 
for  us  to  receive  our  money  as  early  as  it  will  suit  your  convenience. 

Yours  respectfull}^, 

PETER  A.  CARNS. 

Honorable  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  PFar. 

P.  S.  The  drafts  that  we  have  passed,  drawn  by  Captain  George  Vashon, 
in  the  hands  of  others,  amount  to  some  ^4,000,  which  we  shall  have  to  pay 
the  damages  and  cost  on. 

PETER  A.  CARNS. 


CowANSviLLE,  Rhea  County,  Sept.  24,  1832. 

Sir:  In  as  much  as  emigration  has  stopped  as  to  the  Cherokees,  and  as 
there  is  about  four  hundred  remaining  yet  to  be  transported,  and  believing 
it  may  not  be  thought  expedient  to  forward  a contract  for  so  small  a busi- 
ness, I have  thought  proper  to  make  the  following  proposals:  I will  furnish 
the  emigrating  Indians  while  living  at  the  agency,  and  for  their  outfit  for 
Arkansas,  at  eight  cents  per  ration;  and  will  deliver  them  at  the  agency,  or  at 
any  place  it  may  be  necessary  between  said  agency  and  the  junction  of  Hi- 
wassee  and  Tennessee  rivers,  a distance  of  tw*enty  miles. 

It  will  be  proper  to  add,  that  no  funds  will  be  required  until  the  rations 
are  delivered. 

Should  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  accede  to  the  proposal,  I will  ex- 
ecute my  bond  wuth  Colonel  H.  Montgomery",  Cherokee  agent,  or  with 
Major  Curry,  superintendent  of  emigration,  and  will  give  such  security  as 
he  shall  approve  of. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  COWAN. 

Honorable  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  PVar. 

P.  S.  Should  any  thing  take  place  to  augment  the  number  of  emigrants,  I 
will  continue  to  supply  as  above  proposed. 

J.  C. 


Fort  Smith,  September  4,  1832. 

Sir:  I have,  this  day,  written  to  the  honorable  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of 
War,  on  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  money  due  Duval  and  Cams  for  the 
furnishing  of  the  late  Cherokee  emigrants  under  Major  Curry.  'Captain 
George  Vashon,  Cherokee  agent,  on  the  arrival  of  the  emigrants  under 
Major  Curry,  considered  it  his  duty,  as  there  was  no  person  appointed  from 
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your  department,  to  furnish  the  emigrants  by  computing  their  year’s  rations 
at  50.  He  drew  his  drafts  for  all  except  the  negroes  belonging  to  the 
Cherokee  families,  alleging  that  Major  Curry’s  opinion  was,  that  those  ne- 
groes were  not  entitled  to  one  year’s  rations.  Duval  and  Cams  had  fur- 
nished the  Cherokees  and  their  families  with  their  year’s  rations,  including 
the  blacks:  the  amount  furnished  by  Duval  and  Cams  is  rising  ^7,000. 
And  we  have  been  notified  that  the  drafts  drawn  by  Captain  George  Vashon 
has  been  protested  for  non-payment  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
Those  drafts  will  be  returned,  and  Duval  and  Cams  will  have  to  take  them 
up,  with  damages  and  costs.  Captain  Vashon  notified  Duval  and  Cams 
that  his  functions  had  ceased,  and  that  Lieutenant  Seawell  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  settle  the  doing  of  his,  in  regard  to  the  rations  furnished  the  emi- 
grants under  Major  Curry.  Presuming,  from  this  information,  that  Lieu- 
tenant Seawell  was  prepared  to  liquidate  those  claims,  Duval  and  Cams 
addressed  him  a letter,  asking  him  whether  he  was  prepared  to  pay  those 
claims;  and  here  is  his  answer: 

Your  note  of  the  2Sth  ultimo  is  received.  All  that  I can  now  do  is  to 
say  to  you  that,  as  soon  as  you  obtain  authority  to  call  on  me  for  the  amount 
of  your  claims  for  rations  furnished  the  late  emigration,  it  shall  be  paid 
you. 

‘^W.  SEAWELL, 

Lieut.  U,  S.  Ji.j  Bisb’g  Jigent  for  the  Cherokees.^^ 

Presuming,  from  this  letter,  we  have  no  other  person  to  apply  to,  save 
yourself  and  Secretary  of  War,  to  give  Lieutenant  Seawell  this  authority, 
if  he  has  not  already  received  it.  It  would  be  strange,  in  the  usual  mode 
of  the  department,  to  find  an  agent  unauthorized  to  supply  some  four  or 
five  hundred  emigrants,  and  more  singular,  after  the  emigrants  was  supplied, 
for  the  officer  to  say  that  the  parties  supplying  must  obtain  authority  to  call 
on  Lieutenant  Seawell,  and,  when  it  is  obtained,  he  will  pay.  Be  pleased 
to  examine  the  letter  I have  written  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and,  if  you 
can  grant  us  any  relief  by  directing  the  money  to  be  paid  for  those  claims, 
you  will  confer  a favor  on  many  interested,  who  have  advanced  their  money 
freely  to  support  the  views  of  the  Government  in  furnishing  those  emigrants 
after  their  arrival  in  this  country.  It  would  have  been  truly  distressing  to 
have  them  to  starve,  owing  to  there  being  no  agent  sent  here  from  your  de- 
partment. Lieutenant  Seawell  did  not  arrive  until  some  three  months  after 
the  emigrants. 

Yours  respectfully, 

PETER  A.  CARNS. 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Cherokee  Agency  East,  September  29,  1S32. 

Sir:  In  order  to  afford  satisfactory  reasons  for  the  apparent  inconsistency 
in  my  several  communications  on  the  subject  of  stock,  extracts  of  which  are 
furnished  in  a communication  from  you  under  date  of  August  28th,  1832, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  look  to  the  character  of  Indians, Hheir  liability  to  be 
operated  on  by  surrounding  circumstances,  and  their  diversity  of  sentiment 
and  actions  under  similar  circumstances. 
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On  opening  the  enrolling  business  in  Georgia  last  fall,  but  few  white  peo- 
ple were  to  be  found  in  what  is  called  the  Cherokee  country  at  this  time; 
and  they  were  generally  refugees  from  justice,  or  had  come  into  the  coun- 
try to  get  a living  by  stealing  and  robbery.  At  this  time  there  is  at  least 
five  hundred  families,  half  of  whom  are  honest  where  they  have  white 
people  to  deal  with.  But  in  their  dealings  with  Indians,  who  are  not  allow- 
ed to  be  a party  to  a suit,  nor  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  an  oath  in  courts  of 
justice,  they  mostly  take  all  advantages  allowed  by  the  law. 

Consequently,  although  the  Indian  finds  a market  at  his  own  door  for  his 
stock,  he  cannot  sell  for  cash,  and  to  sell  on  a credit  is  equal  to  giving  it 
away;  whilst,  if  the  Government  could  take  stock  on  the  terms  proposed 
in  the  \dXQ  projet  intended  to  form  the  basis  of  a treaty,  it  would  only  in- 
crease the  labor  of  its  officers  a little:  the  Indians  would  have  a safe  guaran- 
tee of  the  payment,  and  the  Government,  in  disposing  of  this  stock,  could 
coerce  the  payment  if  sold  on  a credit.  And,  again,  I had,  since  my  return, 
travelled  over  all  the  Cherokee  country  in  Georgia,  and  visited  most  of  the 
families,  and  was  well  assured  that,  when  the  Indians  became  satisfied  the 
governor  of  Georgia  would  have  their  lands  granted  after  being  drawn  for, 
as  well  as  of  the  re-election  of  the  present  President,  there  would  be  a gen- 
eral thirst  for  emigration;  and  their  anxiety  to  get  off  so  great,  they  would 
scarcely  stay  to  have  their  improvements  valued,  much  less  to  dispose  of 
stock  to  their  white  neighbors  at  any  price.  To  take  only  such  stock  as 
would  do  for  rations,  would  afford  no  relief;  and  since  1 have  been  referred 
to  the  articles  of  the  treaty  under  its  provisions,  no  more  can  be  done  by 
your  department.  One  year  ago,  had  stock  been  taken,  even  those  who  had 
it  valued,  in  some  instances  would  have  connived  with  the  class  of  whites 
who  lived  by  plunder,  to  run  it  off;  or,  to  prevent  these  abuses,  a guard  of 
honest  men  would  have  been  required,  whose  pay  and  expenses  would  have 
far  exceeded  the  value  of  that  description  of  property. 

Commissioners  appointed  by  the  General  Government,  and  authorized  to 
treat  with  the  heads  of  families,  with  neighborhoods , districts,  or  with  the 
whole  nation,  as  circumstances  might  appear  to  justify,  could  be  of  infinite 
service  in  settling  these  perplexing  difficulties. 

Lieutenant  Dancy  has  arrived  and  reported  himself  for  duty:  since  the 
suspension  of  the  enrolling  business,  it  is  very  uncertain  what  number  of 
those  who  have  enrolled  will  go  Vestwardly,  because  most  of  them  expected 
their  relations  to  go  along,  who  are  now  cut  off  from  that  privilege,  and, 
where  they  have  not  valuable  improvements,  would  sooner  secrete  them- 
selves in  the  mountains  and  hills  than  be  separated  from  their  kin  by  a dis- 
tance of  six  or  seven  hundred  miles. 

The  number  of  Cherokees  who  were  transported  last  winter  and  spring, 
and  were  entitled  to  their  year’s  rations,  is  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 
I had  my  doubts  whether  white  people  and  negroes  were  subjects  of  Go- 
vernment munificence  so  far  as  to  entitle  them  to  the  year’s  allowance:  and 
ordered  Captain  Vashon  not  to  issue  to  them  until  the  department  could  be 
consulted.  Captain  Vsahon  ought  to  have  stated  the  affair  in  this  way, 
being  disposed  to  do  me  justice. 

The  cheapest  way  of  getting  the  Indians  to  Arkansas  would  be  to  advance 
here,  and  let  them  transport  and  subsist  themselves  on  the  route,  where  they 
can  be  entrusted  with  the  management  of  a party. 

The  next  cheapest  is  to  embark  them  on  board  of  flat-bottom  boats,  until 
they  reach  the  foot  of  the  shoals,  and  there  take  steam.  The  flat-boat 


628 


on  ] 

transportation  would  average  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  and  steamboat  seven 
dollars  per  head,  maldrig  from  one  agency  to  the  other  eight  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  head,  besides  rations.  But  the  Arkansas  river  is  difficult  of 
navigation,  and  very  much  subject  to  sudden  rises  and  falls;  and  the  cost 
would  vary  according  to  favorable  or  unfavorable  tides.  Corn  in  some  parts 
of  the  Cherokee  country  west  is  to  be  had  at  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel 
at  any  season  of  the  year,  whilst  it  sells  at  fifty  cents  in  other  parts. 

Average  price  of  flour  from  six  to  eight  dollars  per  barrel,  pork  from 
three  to  four  dollars,  beef  from  two  to  two  and  a half  cents  per  pound. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

BEN.  F.  CURREY. 

Maj.  J.  H.  Hook,  ^^ciing  C.  G.  S, 


Doak’s  Stand,  Miss  , October  5,  1832. 
Sir:  I herewith  enclose  you  Lieutenant  Montgomery’s  duplicate  receipt 
for  one  public  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle,  being  the  same  received  and  used 
by  me  during  the  pastyear;  and,  in  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I have 
now  turned  them  over  to  the  disbursing  agent. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

S..  T.  CROSS, 

Assistant  JJgent  Choctaw  remomls. 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Camp,  near  Pearl  river,  October  25,  1832. 

Sir:  We  have  been  crossing  here  for  two  days  past  with  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  eight  Indians.  The  prevalence  of  the  cholera  at  Vicks- 
burg imperiously  demanded  the  employment  of  a physician  to  attend  the 
emigrants,  and  we  have  therefore  called  to  our  aid  the  services  of  Doctor 
Silas  Brown,  of  Jackson,  Mississippi.  We  have  agreed  to  allow  him  at 
the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  day.  Resting  assured  that  the  appointment  will 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  department. 

We  are,  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Assistant  Agent. 

J.  P.  SIMONTON, 

Lieutenant,  and  Disbursing  Agent. 

Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington  City. 


Superintendency  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Si.  Louis,  November  8,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
22d  ultimo,  with  the  accompanying  forms  and  instructions,  which  shall  re- 
ceive due  attention. 
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Permit  me  to  suggest  that  a number  of  copies  of  the  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  government  of  the  several  persons  employed  in  conducting  emigrat- 
ing Indians  will  be  required  by  them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

, Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WiVI.  CLARK. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.y  Washington  City, 


Superintendency  of  Indian  Affairs, 

St.  Louis^  November  21,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  been  prevented,  by  a press  of  business,  from  an  earlier  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  22d  ultimo. 

In  compliance  with  the  wish  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  (as  stated  in  your 
letter,)  that  I should  assume  the  duty  of  subsisting  the  Shawnees  of  Wa- 
paughkonetta,  and  Ottaways,  for  a year  after  their  arrival  on  their  land,  I 
immediately  invited  proposals  therefor;  and  as  the  period  named  for  closing 
contracts  would  necessarily  have  to  be  short,  (the  Indians  having  already 
passed,)  I caused  a number  of  handbills  to  be  struck, in  addition  to  the  pub- 
lication of  the  notice  in  all  the  newspapers  in  this  State,  with  a view  of 
giving  it  the  most  extensive  and  immediate  circulation  possible  in  the  time 
prescribed.  Having  taken  these  measures,  it  now  becomes  necessary,  to  a 
due  execution  of  the  wishes  of  the  department,  that  its  instructions  should 
be  properly  understood.  Speaking  of  the  expense  of  delivery,  you  say, 
‘‘so  that  the  Government  may  have  to  pay  no  expense  whatever  on  account 
of  subsistence,  but  what  attaches  to  its  agents,  one  of  whom  will  be  selected 
by  you  for  each  tribe  to  inspect  every  delivery,  &c.”  Am  I to  consider 
myself  authorized  to  appoint  an  agent  to  each  of  the  tribes  named,  speci- 
ally to  inspect  and  witness  the  delivery  to  them  of  their  provisions?  or  is  it 
expected  by  the  department  that  the  Indian  agents,  or  sub  agents,  within 
whose  bounds  those  emigrants  will  reside,  should  be  directed  to  perform  the 
duty  required? 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remind  the  department  that  the  service,  con- 
sisting of  a mere  inspection  of  provisions  delivered  by  the  contractor  on 
returns,  would  not  entitle  the  person  rendering  it  to  any  thing  like  a fair 
remuneration  for  the  loss  of  lime,  personal  expenses,  and  the  usual  priva- 
tions incident  to  a residence  in  the  Indian  country  without  a shelter.  I 
would  therefore  beg  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  as  a measure  of  economy, 
as  well  as  a means  of  avoiding  the  clashing  which  migh^  possibly  arise  be- 
tween the  inspecting  agent  and  the  Indian  agent  within  whose  bounds  those 
Indians  are  placed,  that  the  latter  be  instructed  to  perform  the  services  re- 
quired, and  that  he  be  allowed  such  reasonable  extra  compensation  as  might 
be  deemed  just  for  the  additional  duties  imposed  upon  him. 

This  suggestion,  however,  could  only  be  adopted  in  the  case  of  the 
Shawnees  from  Wapaughkonetta,  who  will  be  placed  on  the  land  assigned 
them  with  the  rest  of  their  nation,  and  which  is  within  the  agency  of 
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Major  Cummins,  a faithful,  zealous,  and  efficient  agent,  who  has,  since  hii 
appointment,  been  principally  engaged  in  provisioning  various  tribes  of 
emigrated  Indians,  whose  treaties  contained  stipulations  similar  to  those  of 
the  late  emigrants,  by  which  they  are  provisioned  for  a year. 

The  active  services  of  the  sub-agents,  to  the  agency  just  named,  will  be 
required  in  the  distribution  of  provisions  to  those  small  tribes  with  \vhom 
treaties  have  lately  been  entered  into  at  this  place,  entitling  them  to  assis- 
tance in  provisions,  &c.  for  a year  after  their  arrival  on  the  lands  designed 
them. 

I have  written  some  time  since  to  Colonel  Abert,  requesting  to  know 
whether  he  will  be  enabled  to  supply  the  Indians  under  his  charge  until  the 
the  first  day  of  January,  when  the  contracts  are  required  by  my  advertise- 
ment to  go  into  operation. 

As  regards  the  agent  to  be  appointed  to  inspect  the  provisions  issued  to 
the  Ottawfys,  who  will  reside  on  the  west  of  the  Shawnees,  and  about 
fifty  or  sixty  miles  from  that  agency,  I shall  require  some  advice  as  to  his 
particular  duties,  and  the  compensation  to  be  allowed  him  or  any  other 
person  who  tnay  have  to  be  employed  in  the  performance  of  similar  ser- 
vices, should  the  department  decide  it  to  be  necessary. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


SuPERINTENDENCY  OE  InDIAN  AfFAIRS, 

St.  Louis,  December  4,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  forward  a contract  entered  into  on 
the  1st  instant,  with  Cyrus  Curtis,  of  Clay  county,  in  this  State,  for  pro- 
visioning the  Ottaways  and  Shawnees  of  Wapaughkonetta  for  one  year  from 
the  time  of  their  arrival  on  their  new  lands  near  the  Rancas  river,  agreeable 
to  instructions  from  your  office  on  the  20th  October  last. 

Bond  in  a sufficient  amount,  with  good  security,  has  been  entered  into 
by  Mr.  Curtis  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  contract. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  high  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Cherokee  Agency,  November  29,  1832. 

Sir:  In  removing  the  remaining  enrolled  Cherokees,  for  whose  transpor- 
tation and  subsistence  the  faith  of  the  Government  stands  pledged,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  have  an  agent  here,  charged  with  funds,  as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble.  The  number  who  will  insist  on  being  removed  may  be  computed  at 
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one  hundred  and  fifty.  It  is  my  ardent  wish  they  may  receive  the  commu- 
tation allowed  by  your  department. 

In  the  event  of  a failure,  some  person  will  necessarily  have  to  escort  the 
detachment.  This  I can  do  myself,  if  required,  but  I would  prefer  that  it 
should  be  attended  to  by  whomsoever  may  be  selected  to  disburse  funds  for 
their  removal  and  subsistence.  Lieutenant  F.  Dancy’s  funds  will  be  ex- 
hausted in  a few  days,  when,  he  informs  me,  he  will  leave  this  service  for 
the  east:  hence  the  necessity  of  designating  some  other  person  speedily. 

I stand  charged  at  the  Treasury  with  one  thousand  and  seven  dollars, 
transmitted  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  purposes  which  had  been 
answered  by  Lieutenant  Dancy  before  the  arrival  of  the  draft.  After  the 
funds  in  his  hands  are  disbursed  on  the  arrival  of  other  Cherokees  wishing 
to  receive  a commutation,  and  go  on  without  delay — if  before  the  arrival  of 
another  agent  from  your  department,  would  this  emergency  justify  me  in 
paying  out  the  same  for  that  purpose,  taking  necessary  receipts  therefor? 
I am  very  much  in  hopes  that  all  the  Cherokees  enrolled,  and  who  intend 
going,  will  be  ready  to  leave  here  by  the  first  week  in  January,  after  which, 
unless  directed  to  accompany  them  in  person,  I calculate  on  visiting  the 
city,  and  will  take  great  pleasure,  while  there,  in  imparting  any  information 
not  already  communicated,  of  which  I may  be  possessed,  relative  to  Indian 
removals,  when,  should  my  services  be  no  longer  needed,  it  is  my  wish  to 
settle  my  account  and  resign,  cherishing  towards  the  department  senti- 
ments of  high  consideration. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  CURREY, 
Superintendent  Cherokee  Emigration, 

Commissary  General  op  Subsistence. 


Madison,  Indiana,  January  10,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  been  requested  by  several  persons,  citizens  of  Arkansas 
Territory^  who  rendered  services  to  the  Government  in  the  removal  of  a 
party  of  Choctaw  Indians  from  Ecor  de  Fabre  to  their  new  country,  in  the 
winter  of  1831,  to  represent  to  you,  and*  make  known,  that  their  claims 
have  never  as  yet  been  adjusted,  in  consequence  of  which  much  embarrass- 
ment has  been  experienced;  and  they  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  call 
your  early  attention  to  their  situation. 

I will  here  remark,  that  some  appointments  then  made  my  me,  of  minor 
importance,  although  absolutely  necessary  in  the  removal,  such  as  inter- 
preter^ wagon-master,  and  physician^  have  not  been  recognized  by  the  then 
superintendent;  to  which  circumstance  I would  also  respectfully  call  your 
attention. 

It  is  very  obvious  to  any  one  of  the  last  experience  in  the  business, 
that  the  services  of  those  persons  on  whom  I conferred  appointments  could 
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not  be  dispensed  with;  and  why  the  then  superintendent  should  reject 
Iheir  claims,  is  yet  for  me  to  understand. 

Hoping  that  those  matters  will  be  speedily  looked  into, 

I am,  sir,  < 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  CROSS, 

tdssisiani  *dgent  Choctaw  removaL 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  /S'.,  Washington  dtp. 


Superintendency  op  Indian  Affairs, 

St,  LouiSy  January  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  muster-rolls  of  the 
Shawnees  from  Hog  creek  and  Wapaughkonetta,  in  Ohio,  and  also  of  the 
Ottaways  from  Blanchard’s  fork,  lately  received  from  Major  Cummins. 

And  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


VicKSBURGy  December  18,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  my  journal,  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  of  the 
Indian  emigration,  and  as  conductor  of  a party  of  Indians  from  Netucha- 
che’s  district,  head  waters  of  Chickasawhay,  to  the  west  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

I am,  sir. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Jissistant  Agent, 

General  George  Gibson^  C.  G,  S. 


Madison,  Indiana,  10,  1833. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  8th  article  of  the  5th  section  of  the  regula- 
tions concerning  the  removal  of  Indians,  I have  the  honor  to  report  that 
the  detachment  of  emigrating  Choctaw  Indians  under  my  charge,  arrived  in 
their  new  country,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Towson,  on  the  1 1th  December; 
and,  after  making  the  necessary  arrangements  preparatory  to  their  dispersing, 
they  left  on  the  15th  of  the  same  month  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  situa- 
tions oh  which  to  locate  themselves. 
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I have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  the  cholera  had  entirely  dis- 
appeared from  among  the  emigrants  several  days  before  they  arrived  in 
the  nation;  and  at  the  time  of  my  leaving  them,  15th  December,  not  a soli- 
tary case  of  sickness  of  any  character  was  among  the  party  under  my 
charge.  I will,  with  pleasure,  further  remark,  that  this  party  marched  from 
Mode  Row,  on  White  river,  to  Fort  Towson,  a distance  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  miles, in  26  days,  crossing  many  water  courses  on  the  route,  and  did 
not  lose  one  day  the  whole  route,  performing  their  daily  mezrcA  with  much 
cheerfulness,  and  arrived  in  their  new  country  in  good  spirits. 

I herewith  enclose  you  a brief  journal  of  occurrences^’  during  the 
march  from  Rock  Row,  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  7nuster~roU  exhibiting  the  strength  of  the  party  for  the  east,  as 
well  as  the  west  side  of  the  river,  will,  I presume,  be  presented  you  by  the 
superintendent. 

I am  permitted  by  the  superintendent,  in  instructions  dated  22d  Decem- 
ber,io  repair  to  this  place,  and  hold  myself  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  the  future  emigration. 

All  communications  which  you  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  me,  will  be 
addressed  to  this  place,  Madison,  Indiana. 

With  much  esteem,  I am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  CROSS, 

*dssistant  Jigent  Choctaw  removaL 

General  George  Gibson-, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City. 


Madison,  Indiana,  February  9,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  2Sth  January  last,  asking  infor- 
mation, fully  as  my  recollection  may  serve,”  touching  the  re- 
moval from  Ecor  de  Fahre.”  In  relation  to  which,  I would  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  my  own  agency  in  the  matter  extended  no  fur- 
ther than  that  of  extending  the  appointments  of  Mr.  Everitt  and  Mr. 
Eommerville  to  take  charge  of  the  parties,  (and  who  were  previously  ap- 
pointed as  assistant  agents  by  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river;)  the  instructions  given  to  procure  transportation,  and  also  the 
appointing  of  interpreters,  wagonmaslers,  &c.,  to  which  I adverted  in  my 
letter  to  you  of  the  10th  ultimo.  And  to  explain  why  those  appointments 
were  made  by  me,  I will  state  that  I was  directed  (verbally)  by  Colonel 
Gaines  to  accompany  the  Indians  to  this  point,  Ecor  de  Fahre,”  and  from 
thence  to  their  new  homes.  On  my  arrival  at  that  place,  there  was  not  an 
officer  or  an  agent  of  Government  in  the  removal  belonging  to  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  at  that  point,  to  take  charge  of  the  Indians;-  neither  any 
arrangements  made  for  their  transportation; and  the  superintendent,  Captain 
Brown,  was  then  at  Little  Rock,  a distance  perhaps  near  300  miles,  and 
where  I believe  he  remained  during  the  removal. 

Under  such  circumstances,  the  removal  devolved  on  myself.  I immedi- 
ately despatched  a person  to  procure  transportation,  with  such  hisWuctions 
as  I shall  presently  name,  and  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  take 
80 
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up  the  line  of  march.  A few  days,  however,  after  this  Wm.  S.  Colquhoun 
arrived  at  Coram’s  landing  on  the  Washita,  with  near  300  Indians,  horses, 
and  oxen,  who  wrote  to  me,  by  express,  to  procure  wagons  for  those  people, 
and  send  them  on;  and  that  it  was  the  wish  of  Colonel  Gaines  that  I should 
return  to  Point  Chicot  to  issue  tickets  to  the  Indians  that  were  moving  on 
their  own  resources,  and  who  would  shortly  cross  at  that  point. 

Being  thus  instructed,  the  reason  is  very  obvious  why  I did  not  ac- 
company the  emigrants  to  their  new  homes. 

In  consequence  of  my  having  then  to  return,  and  there  being  no  agent 
there  belonging  to  the  west  side,  it  became  necessary  to  place  the  emigrants 
(then  numbering  [about  one  thousand  two  hundred,  and  who  were  divided 
into  two  detachments  to  facilitate  their  movements)  in  charge  of  some  agents; 
which  led  me  to  place  them  in  charge  of  the  two  gentlemen  before  spoken 
of,  with  the  following  instructions:  to  proceed  with  the  emigrants  to  their 
new  homes  without  delay ^ and  there  report  to  the  superintendent j or  Co- 
lonel W.  Rector y special  agent  of  the  Government. And  I will  now 
assign  a reason  for  directing  those  men  to  report  to  Rector.  I was  well  in- 
formed that  Captain  Brown  would  not  be  in  the  Choctaw  nation  at  the  time 
the  Indians  would  arrive,  (which^  by  the  hy^  was  the  case,)  but  that  Col. 
Hector  would  be  there;  by  which  arrangement,  1 presume,  he  (Rector) 
would  be  supplied  with  funds  by  the  superintendent  to  pay  ojff  and  discharge 
the  wagons  immediately  on  their  arrival  near  Fort  Towson,  and  thereby 
save  them  the  trouble  and  expense  of  travelling  two  hundred  miles  to  get 
their  pay:  for  the  superintendent  had  been  written  to  by  me  on  the  subject 
as  early  as  the  28th  December,  1831,  and  6th  January,  1832,  (copies  of 
which  are  herewith  enclosed,  marked  A andB,)  stating  the  course  I hadjpur- 
sued,  the  strength  of  the  party,  and  the  need  of  funds,  &c. ; but,  to  their  dis- 
appointment on  their  arrival,  there  was  no  money,  and  the  gentleman  in 
charge  had  to  issue  certificates  to  the  claimants,  certifying  to  the  time  they 
had  served  and  the  amount  due,  and  for  which  they  are  now  asking. 

In  relation  to  the  instructions  given  to’  Mr.  Belding  by  me  to  procure 
transportation  for  the  Indians  and  their  effects,  they  were,  that  he  should 
proceed  without  delay  to  Hempstead  county,  and  there  charter  not  over 
twenty -five  wagons,  which  were  to  be  chartered  by  him  on  the  best  possi- 
ble terms  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  they  finding  themselves  and 
teams  in  provision  and  forage;  and,  also,  to  be  at  all  incidental  expenses 
arising  during  the  trip.^^  Such  was  the  substance  of  his  instructions  giv- 
en by  me,  and  nothing  else. 

I will  now  speak  of  the  contracts,  Mr.  Belding  did  proceed  and  hire 
the  above  wagons,  for  ivhich  he  agreed,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  pay 
seven  dollars  per  day;  and  I believe  half  that  amount  for  every  fifteen  or 
twenty  miles  returning,  they  being  at  every  expense,  agreeable  to  the  instruc- 
tions given  him. 

These  I believe  to  be  the  features  of  the  contracts  made  by  Mr.  Belding 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  with  the  owners  of  the  teams.  The  rate 
may  be  considered  very  high,  f which  indeed  it  is,)  yet  it  was  considered  a 
favor  to  get  those  men  to  turn  out  with  their  teams,  even  at  that  high  price, 
in  such  a stormy  and  unprecedented  spell  of  weather  as  the  south  nor  west 
ever  witnessed;  and  I think  there  will  not  be  a showing  of  a very  great 
dififerenee  in  favor  of  teams  that  were  employed  and  paid  four  dollars  per 
day,  and  all  found  by  the  Government,  and  those  hired  on  the  terms  spoken 
of  above. 
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The  former  mode  is  certainly  the  most  satisfactory,  as  it  caused  less  trou- 
ble, and  much  less  complication. 

I am  told  it  was  in  consequence  of  such  severe  weather  and  bad  roads 
that  the  agents  in  charge  were  compelled  to  employ  so  many  additional 
wagons,  or  fail  in  the  expedition.  I am  also  informed  that  many  wagons, 
nearly  empty,  would  be  seen  mired  down,  so  that  six  oxen  could  not  move 
them. 

Having  no  copies  by  me  of  the  instructions  given  to  those  persons  spoken 
of,  I can  only  speak  from  recollection,  which  I am  certain  I have  done 
substantially  correct. 

It  has  been  a subject  of  deep  regret  with  me  that  the  expenses  incurred  on 
this  route  was  of  such  magnitude;  but,  so  far  as  my  own  agency  was  concern- 
ed in  every  instance  were  my  efforts  directed  to  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Believing,  sir,  that  I have  given  all  the  information  on  the  subject  that  I 
have  in  possession,  or  can  bring  my  mind  to  bear  upon  at  this  time,  I res- 
pectfully submit  the  same  for  your  consideration. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  CROSS, 

Jissistant  %^gent  Ch.  removaL 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,,  Washington* 


. ^ CowANSviLLE,  Rhea  Countv,  Feb*  9,  1833. 

Sir:  Believing  thM  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  will  agree  to  negotiate  with  the  General  Government  in 
treaty,  and  knowing  that  all  the  issuing  of  rations  is  to  be  done  through  the 
agency  of  your  department,  I have  thought  proper  to  propose  a contract  for 
furnishing  the  Indians  while  at  the  agency,  and  for  their  outfit  for  Arkansas. 

The  honorable  James  Standefer  is  instructed  to  communicate  with  you  on 
that  subject,  and  to  close  a contract  if  necessary,  and  the  terms  can  be 
agreed  upon. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  COWAN. 

Geo.  Gibson,  Esq.,  C.  G,  S* 


Washington  City,  March  2,  1833. 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  solicit  the  continuance  of  Lieutenant  Lane  in  the  ser- 
vice of  removing  the  Indians  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. The  people  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  so  far  as  I have  heard  an  expres- 
sion, are  well  satisfied  with  his  conduct  last  fall  when  in  that  service.  I 
hope  that  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  department  to  continue  him. 

With  due  respect,  your’s, 

JOHN  CARR. 

Col.  Gibson,  War  Department* 
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Washington  City^  March  2, 1833. 

Permit  me  to  present  the  names  of  Messrs.  R.  Schoonover,  John  C.  Par- 
ker, Thomas  .5.  Henley,  and  Andrew  Gil  wick,  as  applicants  for  an  agency 
or  assistants,  in  removing  the  Indians  from  the  State  of  Indiana  west  of  the 
Mississippi. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CARR. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Mr.  Schoonover  is  an  excellent  clerk. 


Dumfries,  March  12,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  an  appraisement  of  Choctaw  cattle,  made  by  Mr,  Som- 
merville,  at  Cutchathlipper  creek,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN. 

Com.  Gen.  of  Subsistence,  Washington. 


Superintendency  of  Indian  Affairs, 

St.  LotiiSf  March  5,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  an  account,  abstract, 
and  vouchers,  for  expenditures  and  disbursements  made  by  me  during  the 
quarter  ending  31st  December,  1832,  on  account  of  the  transportation,  sub., 
sistence,  &c.,  of  the  Shawnees  and  Ottoways  from  Ohio,  moving  to  their 
lands  under  the  charge  of  Colonel  Abert,  United  States’  army. 

The  transmission  of  those  accounts  has  been  delayed  until  now,  in  the 
expectation  of  receiving  the  amount  advanced  to  Captain  Palmer,  (voucher 
No.  3,)  the  receipt  of  which,  by  me,  would  have  obviated  the  necessity  of 
charging  it  in  the  present  account,  and  would  also  have  enabled  me  to  have 
rendered  those  accounts  in  strict  conformity  with  the  forms  prescribed.  Not 
knowing,  however,  what  proportion  of  the  sum  advanced  Captain  Palmer 
was  expended  on  account  of  transportation,  and  what  for  provisions,  contin- 
gencies, &c.,  I had  no  other  means  of  rendering  the  account  than  the  one 
adopted. 

I shall  draw  in  a few  days  on  you  for  the  amount  of  my  disbursements,  as 
rendered  in  the  present  accounts;  and  should  the  amount  advanced  Captain 
Palmer  be,  in  the  mean  lime,  remitted  to  me  by  him,  I will  credit  the  same, 
and  account  for  it  in  accounts  of  the  present  quarter. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  high  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK. 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 

P.  S.  The  contract  made  by  Captain  Palmer  with  Elisha  Green  is  also 
enclosed. 
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Washington,  March,22^  1833. 

StRt  In  assembling  the  Indians,  much  inconvenience  has  been  experienced 
in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  them  together;  and  it  is  almost  al- 
ways the  case,  that  a much  less  number  than  fifty  accompany  one  wagon, 
(and  but  one  is  allowed  to  that  number.)  I wish  therefore  to  have  a dis- 
cretion, by  which  I may  be  allowed  to  deviate  so  far,  in  this  respect,  from 
the  regulations  as  circumstances  may  absolutely  demand. 

It  is  desirable,  also,  that  a form  of  requisition  for  the  payment  of  money 
(on  accounts,)  by  disbursing  agent,  prescribed  by  the  department. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Most  respectfully, 

Very  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  F.  CURREY. 

General  Geo.  Gibson. 


SuPERINTENDENCV  OP  INDIAN  ApfAIRS, 

St,  Louis j March  23,  1833. 

Sir:  My  bill  of  this  date,  in  favor  of  Henry  S.  Coxe,  esquire,  cashier  of 
the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States^ at  this  place,  or  order,  is  for  and  on 
account  of  expenditures  and  disbursements  in  the  transportation  and  subsis- 
tence of  the  Shawnee  and  Ottoway  Indians  from  Ohio,  under  Colonel  J. 
Abert,  of  the  United  States’  army,  as  per  accounts  rendered  on  the  5th  in- 
stant, and  which,  when  paid,  will  be  chargeable  to  me  on  that  account. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  high  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLxlRK. 

Gen.  G.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S, 


Fort  Gibson,  March  1,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  (o  enclose  the  receipt  of  Colonel  S.  C. 
Stambaugh,  the  secretary  to  the  Indian  commissioners,  for  a box  containing 
medals  and  flags  shipped  to  my  care  by  Lieutenant  P.  Morrison,  A.  C.  S., 
at  New  Orleans. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  CARTER,  C.  S, 

To  Com.  Gen.  of  Subsistence. 


SuPERINTENDENCr  OF  InDIAN  ApFAIRS, 

St,  Louis,  March  31,  1833. 

Sir:  My  bill  of  this  date,  drawn  to  the  order  of  Henry  S.  Coxe,  esq., 
cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  this  place,  for  three 
thousand  one  hundred  and  five  dollars  arid  ninety  cents,  is  for  and  on  ac- 
count of  provisions  issued  under  contract  of  1st  December  last  to  the  Shaw. 
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nees  and  Ottoways,  late  of  Ohio,  during  the  quarter  commencing  the  1st 
January,  and  ending  the  31st  March,  1833,  as  per  accounts  herewith  ren- 
dered, and  which,  when  paid,  will  be  chargeable  to  me  on  that  account. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  high  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK. 


General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S,,  Washington  City, 


Superintendency  of  Indian  Affairs, 

St.  Louis^  %flpril  1,  1833. 


Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  account,  abstracts  and 
vouchers,  for  disbursements  made  by  me  during  the  quarter  ending  31st 
March,  1833,  on  account  of  subsistence  of  Shawnees  and  Ottoways,  late  of 
Wapaughkonetta  and  Blanchard’s  fork,  Ohio. 

I also  forward  a power  of  attorney  from  the  contractor,  Cyrus  Curtis,  to 
Hiram  Rich. 

With  high  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK, 


General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City. 


Madison,  Indiana,  tMpril  24,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  inst.,  with  the  ac- 
companying documents. 

In  reply  to  which  I would  say  that,  being  present  at  the  settlement  of  the 
enclosed  accounts,  to  wit,  Benjamin  McMillan,  James  Coudry,  and 
John  Ratcliff, for  services  of  wagons  and  teams  to  transport  emigrating 
Cherokee  Indians  to  Vicksburg,  Mis.,  in  1831,  1 readily,  herewith,  enclose 
certificates  of  the  facts,  as  required  by  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  T.  CROSS, 

dissistant  Jigent  Ch.  removal. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  Cityt 


Madison,  Indiana,  March  12,  1833. 

Sir:  Since  the  date  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  9th  February  last,  I 
have  heard  that,  prior  to  the  date  of  that  letter,  information  had  been  com- 
municated to  you  that  abuses,  and  even  fraud,  had  been  committed  in  the 
removal  of  Indians  from  Ecor  de  Fabre  in  1831,  with  which  my  name  was 
connected.  Feeling  myself  aggrieved,  and  my  character  assailed,  I have 
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thought  proper  to  write  you,  and  lay  before  you  such  facts  in  relation  to  the 
matter  as  will,  I hope,  remove  so  base  an  imputation. 

I have,  on  a former  occasion,  laid  before  you  copies  of  letters  written  by 
me  to  Captain  Brown  from  Ecor  de  Fabre,  from  which  you  can  discover 
that  I left  the  party  of  Indians  at  Ecor  de  Fahre  on  the  29/4  December^  1831, 
and  had  no  further  agency  in  removing  that  party  after  that  date;  and 
Captain  Brown  ought  at  least  to  have  done  me  that  much  justice,  and  com- 
municated that  fact. 

I here  enclose  you  a copy  of  a letter  (doc.  C.)  written  by  William  S. 
Colquhoun,  and  sent  by  express  to  me,  containing  what  I considered  an 
order  from  Colonel  Gaines.  And  I still  think  it  must  have  been  intended 
by  Colonel  Gaines  that  I should  proceed  from  thence  to  Point  Chicot,  (at 
least  so  I viewed  it,)  as  the  Indians  did  cross  at  that  point  during  the  month 
of  January,  and  early  in  February. 

I also  place  under  cover,  accompanying  this,  a copy  of  a letter  from 
Colonel  Gaines  to  me,  (doc.  D. ) acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  two 
letters,  which  I had  written  him  from  Vicksburg  on  the  8th  and  10th 
January,  1832,  on  the  subject  of  the  removal,  after  my  return  from  Ecor  de 
Fabre,  and  when  I was  there,  on  my  way  to  Point  Chicot,  at  which  place  he 
addressed  me.  (From  those  letters  you  will  see  my  authority  for  leaving 
the  party,  which  is  not  objected  to  by  Colonel  Gaines  in  his  letter  of  the 
20th  January,  1832.)  I would  also  refer  you  to  my  communication  to  you, 
(and  which  is  now  in  your  office,)  dated  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  January  6th,  1832, 
from  the  date  of  which  you  will  see  I was  then  at  Vicksburg,  and  on  my 
way  to  Point  Chicot.  My  object  in  referring  you  to  those  letters,  is  to  lay 
before  you  plainly,  that  I was  not  with  that  party  after  its  leaving  Ecor  de 
Fabre,  and  that  I was  very  remote  from  the  scene  of  operations,  and  the 
abuses  which  are  said  to  have  been  committed  on  that  route  during  the 
removal. 

I always  considered  Captain  Colquhoun  my  senior,  and  acted  under  in- 
structions from  him  as  though  they  had  emanated  directly  from  Colonel 
Gaines;  for,  indeed,  I was  instructed  by  Colonel  Gaines  thus  to  act.  And  as 
to  the  contracts  made  by  Belding  for  furnishing  corn  to  the  teamsters, 
(copies  of  which  are  lodged  in  your  department,  and  which  appear  to  be 
connected  with  the  contracts  for  the  teams,)  I do  positively  say  that  he 
never  had  any  instructions  from  me,  either  written  or  verbal,  to  make 
any  such]  arrangements,  neither  on  his  own  account,  nor  as  agent  for  the 
Government;  he  never  held  from  me  any  other  instructions  than  those, 
the  substance  of  which  I named  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  9th  February. 
I regret  that  I have  not  a copy  of  his  instructions  by  me,  which  I would 
lay  before  you. 

If  such  contracts  had  been  entered  into,  as  it  is  said  were  made,  and  I had 
been  with  the  party  on  their  march,  and  believing  there  was  an  exorbitant 
price  given  for  the  teams  in  order  to  get  a high  price  for  corn — ^I  say, 
had  I been  along,  and  made  this  discovery,  I would  most  assuredly  have 
discharged  the  whole.  It  is  not  my  province,  however,  to  enter  into  a de- 
fence of  the  alleged  abuses  no  farther  than  my  own  name  may  be  connected 
with  the  affair,  and  I would  wish  it  to  be  so  understood.  And  while  I dis- 
claim all  responsibility  for  the  acts  of  others  done  beyond  my  jurisdiction, 
I invite  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  into  all  my  own  acts.  And  permit  me,  sir, 
here  to  elicit  from  you  an  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  ol  my 
conduct  in  the  transaction  referred  to.  It  is  due  to  my  own  character  that 
the  matter  should  be  placed  upon  its  true  ground. 
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If  you  see  any  thing  in  my  agency  which  you  deem  objectionable,  you 
will  please  state  it  without  reserve.  And  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  facts  should 
have  convinced  you  (as  I hope  and  expect  they  have)  of  the  propriety  of  my 
conduct,  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say  so.  If  any  act  of  mine  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  to  which  blame  can  be  attached  (which  I think  there  is 
not,)  it  must  be  attributed  to  the  head  and  not  to  the  heart. 

And  although  it  is  digressing  somewhat  from  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, I would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  two  superintendents  (Messrs. 
Armstrongs)  for  the  manner  in  which  I have  executed  the  trust  reposed  in 
me  by  them  in  the  last  removal,  and  also  to  other  gentlemen  who  are  now  in 
your  city,  with  whom  I had  the  honor  of  co-operating  during  the  last  cam- 
paign. 

With  the  highest  esteem,  I remain,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  CROSS, 

t^ssistant  Sgmt  Ch,  removal. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  /S'.,  Washington  City. 


Cherokee  Agency,  t^pril  29,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  conferring  a discretionary  power  in  assembling  Cherokees? 
where  the  same  neighborhood  does  not  afford  the  number  required  by  the 
regulations  for  one  wagon,  but  the  form  of  a requisition  by  the  superinten- 
dent or  disbursing  agent  for  the  payment  of  accounts,  of  which  mention  is 
made,  must,  through  an  oversight,  have  been  left  out,  as  it  was  not’found  un- 
der the  envelope  covering  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst. 

Richard  Hinson,  a Cherokee  emigrant,  who,  with  his  family,  were  report- 
ed as  having  returned  from  Arkansas,  has  again  taken  up  the  line  of  march,  at 
his  own  expense,  westwardly,  where  he  says  he  is  determined  to  remain. 

There  will  be  a council  held  in  this  nation,  commencing  the  12th  May 
next;  but,  instead  of  finding  advocates  for  a treaty  among  the  late  dele- 
gates, they  appear  to  be  using  every  means  to  prevent  any  arrangement. 

Should  the  enrolling  business  be  opened  during  the  present  summer,  would 
it  not  be  well  to  ration  those  who  are  distressed  for  the  want  of  something 
to  eat,  so  soon  after  their  enrolment  as  they  can  be  conveyed  to  the  place  of 
embarkation? 

The  scarcity  of  corn  and  meat  among  the  common  Indians  threaten  many 
families  with  starvation. 

Should  they  begin  at  an  early  period  to  assemble,  the  regular  companies 
will  be  required  in  the  same  neighborhood,  as  well  to  protect  as  to  prevent 
desertion.  I would  suppose  this  the  most  effectual  plan  for  getting  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  leading  men  over  the  poorest  class  of  Indians,  although  it  will 
be  attended  with  much  expense  to  the  Government.  To  make  a heavy  draw 
upon  their  subjects  at  the  onset  is  a very  important  step. 

I would  thank  you  to  suggest  this  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  CURREY,  S.  C.  E. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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Dumfries,  May  16,  1^833. 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  the  following  receipts  for  the  one  hundred  tents 
I received  from  Lieut.  Samuel  Shannon,  assistant  quartermaster  at  New  Or- 
leans. 

3 
25 
12 
15 
45 

100 

A return,  with  duplicates  of  the  above,  were  regularly  forwarded  to  the 
Quartermaster  General,  and  advice  long  since  received  by  me  from  the  Se- 
cond Auditor  of  the  correctness  of  the  issue.  The  tents  were  distributed  to 
the  several  parties  of  emigrant  Indians  in  1831. 

I also  enclose  a letter  from  Mr.  Everitt,  of  Mobile,  asking  for  the  pay 
due  him.  I forwarded  the  account  (he  refers  to,)  from  the  Choctaw  Agency 
last  summer,  and  have  to  say  that  it  is  justly  due.  Be  pleased  to  inform  me 
if  there  is  any  impediment  to  the  settlement,  and  what? 

I hope  you  will,  as  early  as  practicable,  transmit  the  amount  due  me;  not 
wishing  at  the  same  time  to  be  understood  as  making  any  complaint  of  de- 
lay, but  merely  reminding  you  of  my  necessities. 

I have  all  my  duplicate  papers,  and  should  any  of  those  sent  formerly  bo 
mislaid,  I will  forward  all  of  them. 

I am,  with  great  respect  and  consideration, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN. 

Com.  Gen.  of  Subsistence  Office,  ^ 

Washington  City, 


Dumfries,  May  23,  1833. 

Sir:  I return,  herewith,  the  papers  enclosed  per  yours  of  the  20th  current, 
and,  in  conformity  with  your  wish,  have  rendered  them  anew,  excepting  the 
abstracts  of  disbursements  (11th  December)  which  did  not  seem  to  be  requir- 
ed, having  made  no  disbursements. 

It  was  Mr.  Everitt,  and  not  Mr.  Sominerville,  about  whose  account  I 
wrote  you  per  my  last:  perhaps  it  may  have  been  an  inadvertence  by  plac- 
ing Mr.  Sommerville’s  name  in  your  last  letter  instead  of  Mr.  Everitt.  I 
quote  it  thus,  The  letter  of  Mr.  Sommerville  is  filed,  &c.  &c. 

I am,  sir. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  *S.,  Washington>i  C. 

81 


R.  M.  Jones, 

Geo.  W.  Harkins, 

Joel  H.  Nail, 
Nathaniel  Norwood,  - 
Geo.  S.  Gaines,  - 
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Dumfries,  May  30,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  is'my  receipt  for  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dol- 
lars and  twenty  cents,  the  balance  admitted  to  be  due  me  on  account  of  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

I am,  sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN. 

General  George  Gibson, 

O.  (r.  <S'.,  Washington  City. 


Madison,  Indiana,  May  29,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  this  morning  received  instructions  from  Colonel  William 
Armstrong,  superintendent  of  the  Choctaw  removal,  to  report  myself  at  the 
Choctaw  Agency,  Mississippi:  and,  in  obedience  to  his  order,  I will  set  out 
for  that  point  forthwith. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  CROSS, 

•Assistant  jSgent  Choctaw  removal. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City^  D.  C. 


Superintendency  of  Indian  Affairs, 

St.  Louis,  May  27,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
9th  ultimo,  and  to  apologize  for  the  delay  in  answering  it. 

Some  time  necessarily  elapsed  before  I could  ascertain  from  the  agent  at 
Prairie  du  Chien  the  probable  number  of  Indians  who  would  assemble  at 
that  place  on  their  way  to  the  west,  if  any. 

I have,  however,  stated  to  Lieutenant  Holmes,  as  well  as  to  Mr.  Eaton, 
the  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  my  opinion  as  to  the  quantity  of 
provisions  which  should  be  sent  to  Prairie  du  Chien  for  the  Winnebagoes, 
and  presume  there  will  be  a suitable  understanding  of  the  subject. 

I have  ihe  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect, 

, Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Cherokee  Agency,  June  27,  1833. 

On  my  return  from  the  interior  of  the  nation  and  Indian  settlements  yes- 
terday, I received  yours  of  the  30th  April,  the  16th  and  28th  May,  with  one 
of  the  7th  June. 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  21st  January,  to  which  reference 
is  made  in  that  of  the  7th  June,  I had  made  out  a roil  of  the  emigrating 
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Cherokees,  and,  when  at  the  city,  left  it  with  Judge  Herring.  On  return- 
ing to  this  place,  finding  the  roll  had  not  been  deposited  in  the  proper  office, 
I concluded  the  commissioner  would  of  course“have  it  conveyed  to  the  pro- 
per department. 

Until  after  this  roll  had  been  completed,  through  an  oversight  or  miscar- 
riage in  the  mails,  I was  entirely  without  the  benefit  of  a copy  of  the  regu- 
lations. This,  I hope,  will  excuse  my  ignorance  on  that  subject. 

My  books  containing  the  names  of  the  emigrants  are  in  Georgia.  I am  by 
no  means  stationary,  and  will  set  out  for  the  settlements  in  a few  days;  and 
will,  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible,  furnish  you  a copy  of  the  roll  forwarded 
to  the  subsistence  officer  for  the  Western  Cherokees. 

Most  respectfully,  I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

BEN.  F.  CURREY. 

Colonel  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


Superintendency  op  Indian  Affairs^ 

St.  Louis^  June  SO,  1833. 


Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  forward  you,  herewith,  my  accounts,  abstracts, 
and  vouchers,  for  provisioning  the  Shawiiees  and  Ottoways,  late  of  Ohio, 
for  the  quarter  ending  30th  June,  1833:  for  the  amount  of  which  I have  this 
day  drawn  on  you. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK. 


General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Superintendency  op  Indian  Affairs, 

St.  Louis,  June  20,  1833. 

Sir:  My  bill  of  exchange  of  this  date,  in  favor  of  H.  S.  Coxe,  esquire, 
cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States  at  St.  Louis,  or  order,  is  for  and 
on  account  of  provisions,  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Shawnees  and  Ot- 
taways,  late  of  Ohio,  as  per  account  rendered  for  the  quarter  ending  the 
30th  June,  1833;  and  which,  when  paid,  will  be  chargeable 
count  of  provisions  for  said  tribes,  ---- 
Contingent  expenses  of  the  same,  . - - - 


to  me  on  ac- 
^3,163  61 
20  50 


^3,184  11 


Very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
WM. 


To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


CLARK. 
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Superintendency  op  Indian  Affairs, 

SL  Louis ^ July  7,  1833. 

Sir:  Mr.  James  Kennerly,  who  was  employed  to  conduct  and  supply 
the  Kickapoo  tribe  of  Indians  from  the  Osage  river,  in  this  State,  to  the 
lands  assigned  them  on  the  southwest  of  the  Missouri,  above  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, under  treaty  of  the  24th  October,  1832,  has  returned,  and  reports 
that  he  had  moved  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  Kickapoos,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  Pottawatamies,  (who  reside  with  them,)  and  placed 
them  on  their  lands  six  miles  above  Fort  Leavenworth. 

One  band  of  the  Kickapoos,  of  about  seventy  souls,  headed  by  Lishcoe, 
one  of  their  war  chiefs,  refuse  to  settle  on  the  land  assigned,  alleging  that 
the  quality  and  extent  were  not  equal  to  his  expectations,  &c. 

The  department,  having  been  apprized  of  the  difficulty  produced  by  this 
small  party,  have  instructed  the  commissioners  west  to  visit  those  lands, 
and  make  such  alterations  as  they  may  find  just,  &c.,  &c. 

One  of  the  commissioners,  (Governor  Stokes,)  is  now  at  this  place:  the 
other  two  have  not  returned  from  a visit  to  the  east.  When  they  do,  I pre- 
sume they  will  settle  the  difficulties  now  existing  among  the  Kickapoos. 

As  I cannot  fix  on  a place  to  supply  those  Indians  by  contract,  until  the 
commissioners  satisfy  them  as  to  the  lands  on  which  to  settle  them,  I have 
employed  an  active  man,  Mr.  William  Allen,  to  issue  to  those  Kickapoos, 
and  the  Pottawatamies  with  them,  on  the  lands  assigned  them  by  the  treaty, 
rations  as  they  require  them,  and  purchase  such  parts  of  the  rations  as  may 
be  required  from  the  contractor  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  until 
otherwise  advised.  The  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  contractor  at 
Fort  Leavenworth  to  furnish  provisions  at  fixed  prices,  which  will  not  ex- 
ceed the  contract  price  given  Mr.  Curtis  for  supplying  the  Shawnees  and 
Ottaways,  late  of  Ohio. 

I will  observe  that  the  Kickapoos,  who  are  now  on  the  lands  assign- 
ed them,  state  they  were  too  late  to  raise  corn  after  they  got  on  the  lands, 
and  are  solicitous  to  save  a part  of  the  rations  allowed  them,  to  enable  them 
to  live  after  the  yeaPs  supply  expired,  until  they  can  raise  a crop.  They 
are  now  receiving  three-fourth  rations.  Please  inform  me  if  this  arrange- 
ment will  be  permitted  by  the  department. 

With  high  regard, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK. 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City. 


Cherokee  Agency,  July  11,  1833. 

The  War  Department  having,  under  the  directions  of  the  President,  or- 
dered the  opening  of  books,  and  authorized  the  Governor  of  Georgia  to  ap- 
point two  persons  to  aid  me  in  enrolling  the  names  of  such  as  give  their 
assent  to  a treaty  on  the  terms  heretofore  proposed  to  the  Cherokee  people, 
as  well  as  to  send  off*  such  of  the  reservees  under  the  treaties  of  1817-19,  as 
are  ready  to  remove,  a disbursing  agent  will  be  required  to  meet  the  re- 
quisitions necessarily  attending  the  progress  of  these  measures. 
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Whether  this  disbursing  officer  shall  only  pay  out  moneys,  or  whether  he 
shall  attend  generally  to  transportation  and  subsistence,  has  been  a matter  of 
doubt.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  decide  the  question,  and  give  instructions 
accordingly? 

For  this  station,  would  it  not  be  well  to  despatch  an  officer  whose  views 
are  known  to  accord  with  those  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States? 

The  assistant  enrolling  agents  are  to  be  on  a per  diem  allowance  of  $4, 
besides  their  expenses:  they  will  each  be  furnished  an  interpreter  at  ^2  50 
per  day. 

The  superintendent  will  also  have  an  interpreter,  employed  at  the  same 
allowance. 

Whether  any,  or  what  number  of  the  reservees  will  remove  shortly,  is 
uncertain;  but  there  are  some  families  in  the  nation,  who,  under  former  en- 
rolments, have  signified  a wish  to  remove  early  in  the  fall. 

Samuel  Ballard  and  John  Rogers,  two  white  emigrants  at  the  head  of  In- 
dian families,  having  returned,  in  violation  of  their  engagements,  will  be 
proceeded  against  as  directed  in  similar  cases  hereafter. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

BEN.  F.  CURREY. 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


SUPERINTENDENCY  OP  INDIAN  AfPAIRS, 

St.  Louis,  July  5,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Major  Hookas  letter 
of  the  19th  ultimo,  and  will  attend  to  the  several  points  of  which  it  advises. 

As  the  Indian  agent  for  the  Delawares,  &e.,  &c.,  Major  Cummins  is 
obliged  to  attend  to  the  execution  of  various  treaty  stipulations  with  the 
tribes  of  his  agency,  which  will  occupy  the  greater  portion  of  his  time,  and 
his  sub  agent  is  discontinued,  I have,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Major 
Cummins,  appointed  Mr.  Robert  Johnston  to  perform  the  duties  required  in 
the  issuing  of  provisions  to  the  emigrated  Shawnees  and  Ottaways  from  Wa- 
paughkonetta,  &c.,  at  the  rate  of  $40  per  month. 

Please  to  inform  me  of  the  amount  to  be  allowed  Major  Cummins  for  his 
extra  duties  as  agent  attending  to  the  issues  “to  those  tribes. 

No  important  change  has  taken  place  in  the  situation  of  those  Indians 
since  my  last  communication  to  you  in  relation  to  them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  high  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.y  Washington  City, 


Dumfries,  Aug.  7,  1833. 

Sir:  On  my  return  from  court  I found  your  favor  of  the  2d  instant,  which 
would  have  been  answered  per  return  mail  but  for  my  absence.  , 
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In  reply  to  your  inquiries  about  John  Brownlee’s  account  for  wagon  hire, 
I have  to  state,  and  will  certify  to  its  correctness  and  authenticity,  and  I 
think,  if  1 could  see  the  original,  I could  establish  the  additional  fact  of 
Carnes’  agency. 

It  was  customary  with  Colonel  Gaines  to  pay  to  the  wagoner,  provided 
he  had  an  order  from  his  owner,  (excepting  slaves  or  colored  men.)  I send 
you  a certificate,  showing  that  I am  satisfied  as  to  the  authenticity  and  jus- 
tice of  the  account,  and  that  it  was  paid  agreeably  to  the  order  of  Mr.  Brown- 
lee. If  the  certificate  should  not  be  sufficient,  I have  again  to  say  that  a re- 
currence to  the  original  may  produce  on  my  mind  the  conviction  as  to  the 
identity  of  Mr.  Carnes  as  Mr.  Brownlee’s  agent. 

Anxious  and  ready  at  all  times  to  afford  all  the  information  in  my  power 
to  the  department, 

I remain,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

V/M.  S.  COLQUHOUN. 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C,  G,  S. 


Dumfries,  %^ug.  13,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  10th,  enclosing  Fisher’s  account,  I received  last 
night.  I cannot  certify  to  that  account,  although  I have  no  doubt  as  to  its 
correctness.  I refer  you  for  a certificate  to  Captain  S.  T.  Cross  or  Major 
A.  H.  Sommerville,  assistant  agents  in  the  removal,  the  former  at  Madison, 
Indiana,  the  latter  at  Nashville  or  Tuscaloosa. 

The  original  of  Brownlee’s  account  was  omitted  to  be  enclosed  in  your 
letter,  I presume,  as  I did  not  receive  it.  I return,  enclosed,  Fisher’s  ac- 
count, I well  recollect  forwarding  Captain  Fisher’s  accounts,  but  with  no 
other  intention  than  to  bring  them  before  the  department  for  adjustment. 
Fisher  is  a nephew  of  Colonel  Leflore,  and  a very  intelligent  half-breed  In- 
dian. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,,  Washington  City, 

I still  think  if  I could  see  the  original  of  Brownlee’s  account,  and  it  is  in 
my  hand-writing,  I can  certify  to  it  without  hesitation. 

I was  not  with  Fisher  when  he  served  as  interpreter. 

w.  s.  c. 


Dumfries,  December  31,  1833. 

Sir*:  I return  the  account  of  Brownlee,  enclosed  with  a certificate  attach- 
ed to  it,  which  I hope  will  be  sufficient  to  pass  it. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  iS.,  Washington  City* 
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SuPBRINTENDENCy  OP  IhDIAN  ApPAIRS| 

SL  Louisy  Jiugustp  25j  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
9th  instantj  in  which  you  state  that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  referred  to  me 
to  make  such  allowance  lo  Major  Cummins,  for  his  expenses  in  performing 
extra  duty  in  superintending  the  issue  of  provisions  to  the  Ottoways  and 
Shawnees,  as  may.  appear  reasonable. 

I would  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  Major  Cummins  be  allow- 
ed ^30  per  month  for  the  period  he  was  engaged  in  superintending  the  is- 
sues mentioned. 

With  high  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

O.  G,  Washington  Cii^. 


Superintendency  op  Inman  Affairs, 

Si.  Louis,  August  23,  1833* 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
31st  ultimo. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  ^46,000  of  14th  July,  1832,  for  holding  trea- 
ties with  the  Kickapoos,  Delawares,  and  other  tribes,  for  extinguishing  their 
claims  to  lands  in  the  states  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  for  expenses  of 
the  treaty,  moving  the  Indians  out  of  those  States,  subsisting  them,  &c.,  the 
commissioners  drew  for,  and  received  under  the  aforesaid  appropriation, 
^24,000;  of  which  amount,  ^4,540-^^^  remained  unexpended  in  my  hands 
after  rendering  the  accounts  of  the  commission.  This  sum,  ^4,540^0^^^,  and 
the  further  amount  of  S2,000  since  remitted  to  me  from  the  Treasury  for 
removing  the  Kickapoos,  I have  been  disbursing  in  their  removal,  and  sup- 
plying them  with  provisions,  since  the  greater  portion  of  them  arrived  on 
their  lands. 

Of  this  g6,540^W,  I have  paid  out  $5,973^^^,  leaving  a balance  in  my 
hands  of  ®566^Yi->  which  will  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  provisions 
for  the  Kickapoos  now  on  their  lands,  and  which,  if  not  sufficient  to  supply 
these  Indians  until  a contract  can  take  effect,  I shall  be  compelled  to  draw 
for  the  amount  necessary. 

As  soon  as  all  the  Kickapoos  and  Pottawatamies  are  collected  on  their 
lands,  a correct  muster-roll  of  each  will  be  furnished,  and  thereafter  the 
quarterly  variations  in  numbers  will  be  regularly  noted. 

Mr.  William  Alley  is  employed  to  purchase,  or  assist  in  purchasing,  the 
rations  for  the  Kickapoos,  &c.,  and  issue  them  himself,  for  which  he  is  to 
receive  fifty  dollars  per  month  from  the  21st  May  last,  the  day  on  which 
their  yearly  issues  of  provisions  commenced. 

The  appointment  of  Robert  Johnston  to  succeed  Major  Cummins  to  at- 
tend the  issues  of  provisions  to  the  Shawnees  and  Ottoways  commenced  on 
the  1st  of  July  last,  at  the  rate  of  $40  per  month.  His  duties  are  simple, 
and  without  much  responsibility,  being  subject  in  all  cases  to  the  instructions 
of  Major  Cummins;  and  the  provisions,  to  the  issues  of  which  he  attends, 
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are  furnished  under  contract.  Mr.  Alley  has  frequently  to  make  the  purchases 
personally^  and  his  duties  generally  are  more  responsible  and  laborious. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

' WM.  CLARK. 

Major  J.  H.  Hook,  Acting  C,  G,  S, , 

Washington  City. 


SuPERINTENDENCr  OP  InMAN  ApPAIRS, 

tSL  Louis f September  26,  1S33, 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  a muster-roll  of  a corn- 
pany  of  Shawnees  lately  emigrated  from  Ohio,  under  Joseph  Parks,  their 
interpreter. 

■4  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK. 

To  General  George  Gibson; 

C.  G.  5.,  Washington  City. 


SUPERINTENDENCV  OP  InDIAN  ApPAIRS, 

St.  Louis^  September  25,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  herewith,  the  contract  lately  enter* 
ed  into  with  David  Bailey,  whose  bid  for  supplying  the  Kickapoos  and 
Pottawatamies, under  my  advertisement  of  the  29th  July  last,  was  the  lowest, 
A statement  of  the  bids,  as  received,  is  copied,  and  herewith  enclosed,  and 
a hand-bill  containing  the  advertisement  The  bond  of  Colonel  Bailey  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  his  contract  is  filed  in  this  ofiice. 

With  great  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK. 


General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City.] 


SuPERINTENDENCr  OP  InDIAN  ApPAIRS, 

St.  Louis^  October  23,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  herewith,  the  account,  abstracts, 
and  vouchers,  for  expenditures  on  account  of  provisions  issued  to  the  Shaw- 
nees  and  Ottoways  during  the  quarter  ending  the  30th  September,  1833,  the 
amount  of  which  I may  probably  draw  for  in  the  course  of  the  present  quar- 
ter. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CLARK. 


General  George  Gibson, 


C.  G.  S.f  Washington  City. 
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MadisoNj  Indiana?  November  4?  1S331 
Sir:  The  Choctaw  emigrants  for  this  year  being  few  in  number?  together 
with  my  late  indispositioiij  and  more  particularly  that  of  my  having  per- 
formed the  most  arduous  duties  since  the  10th  June?  I was  permitted  by  the 
superintendent?  Colonel  William  Armstrong?  to  return  to  this  place?  (Madi- 
son, Indiana,)  with  instructions  to  report  to  the  Commissary  GeneraPs 
Department^  which  is  the  object  of  this  communication.  You  will  please 
address  me,  Madison,  Indiana,”  where  I shall  await  your  orders, 

I will  avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  and  say  to  you  that  it  is  my  wish  to 
continue  in  the  Indian  emigration,  and  to  be  transferred  to  the  Creek  re- 
moval. I will  further  remark,  that  I base  my  application  for  continuance  on 
mylexperience  SLud  efficiency  in  the  removal:  in  doing  which,  I expect  to  be 
sustained  by  the  superintendents,  Messrs,  Armstrongs,  and  all  the  disbursing 
agents  with  whom  I have  had  to  act  during  the  Choctaw  removal,  and  to 
whom  I most  respectfully  refer  you.  With  the  highest  consideration  and 
esteem,  I remain, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

S,  T.  CROSS, 

*dssistant  tdgent  Choctaw  removal 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  Y.,  Washington  City^ 


( Copy  of  Instructions. ) 

Agencx,  October  12,  1833. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  your  late  indisposition,  together  with  the  fact  that 
the  number  of  Choctaws  who  will  emigrate  will  be  few,  and  taking  into 
view  the  circumstance  that  you  have  been  arduously  engaged  since  the  1st 
of  June,  I have  no  objection  to  your  returning  to  your  residence  in  Indiana, 
at  which  place  you  will  please  report  to  the  Commissary  GeneraPs  Depart- 
ment. 


Mr.  Samuel  T.  Cross, 


WILLIAxVI  ARMSTRONG, 

Suptrintendent  Choctmo  removal. 


Assistant  Agent  Choctaiv  removal. 


Superintendency  of  Indian  Affairs, 

St.  Louis^  November  4,  1833. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  John  Nichols  of  the  6th  infantry,  in  a letter  of  the  30tli 
September  last,  states  that  he  has  applied  to  you  for  the  situation  of  disburs- 
ing agent 

Should  an  appointment  of  the  kind  be  necessary,  I consider  Lieutenant 
Nichols  well  qualified  to  fill  it,  and  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  his 
application  to  your  favorable  consideration, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  CLARK, 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.p  Washington  City. 
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Dumfries,  Novemher  16, 1S33. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  1 received  on  my  return  from  the 
Superior  Court.  Since  then,  I have  had  the  fever  so  bad  that  I have  not 
been  able  to  reply. 

In  the  emigration  of  1831,  anticipating  the  early  approach  of  the  different 
parties  of  emigrants,  Colonel  Gaines  stationed  himself  at  Vicksburg  to  pre- 
pare trans])ortation,  per  steamboats,  to  the  different  points  of  landing  in  Ar- 
kansas. When  I arrived  with  the  last  party,  and  which  came  from  Leflore’s 
district,  I found  encamped  on  the  Walnut  hills  more  than  two  thousand, 
which,  together  with  the  party  just  arrived,  amounted  to  near  three  thousand, 
and  no  transportation  ready. 

Colonel  Gaines  directed  me  to  aid  him  in  obtaining  it,  and  said  the  de- 
mands of  the  steamboat  owners  were  so  enormous  that  he  felt  opposed  to  al- 
low it;  but  there  was  no  alternative,  and,  I think  that  day  and  the  next, 
the  Reindeer,  Talma,  Cleopatra,  and  the  Walter  Scott,  were  chartered. 
There  were  contracts  written  for  the  Walter  Scott  and  Reindeer,  but  for  the 
Talma  and  Cleopatra  I am  doubtful  whether  any  were.  The  agreement 
they  entered  for,  was  to  ascend  the  Washita  to  the  Ecor  de  the 

Talma  for  ^2,500,  and  the  Cleopatra  ^1,500.  They  were  to  carry  the 
parties  of  Colonels  Nail  and  Harkins,  amounting  to  twelve  hundred.  About 
three  hundred,  from  choice,  went  through  the  Mississippi  swamp,  from 
Vicksburg  to  the  Post  of  Washita,  and  were  carried  from  thence  (per  subse- 
quent contract  between  Captain  Shirley  with  S.  T.  Cross,  esq.,  special 
agent,)  to  the  Ecor  de  Fabre  in  the  Talma  steamboat. 

The  contract  with  Hugh  White,  I have  no  recollection  of.  That  made 
with  Samuel  Long  was  a printed  one:  he  furnished  the  i-ations  at  six  and  a 
half  cents.  It  appears  to  me,  he  asked  me  to  loan  it  to  him,  so  that  he 
might  be  governed  by  it  in  his  furnishing:  whether  he  gave  it  back  at  Vicks- 
burg or  not,  I am  unable  to  say,  but  I know  that  all  the  contracts  I had  in 
my  possession  I gave  to  Colonel  Gaines.  Ever  ready  to  furnish  any  in- 
formation to  the  department  in  my  power, 

I remain,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COLQUHOUN. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  JVashington  City. 


Madison,  Indiana,  November  20,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  and  mailed  the  9th  instant,  came 
to  hand  yesterday;  and,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  I enclose,  here- 
with, a copy  of  an  agreement  between  TVm,  S.  Colquhotm^  then  special 
agent  of  the  United  States,  and  Captain  James  Shirley^  for  the  charter  of 
the  steamboats  Talma  and  Cleopatra.  The  specific  amount  mentioned  in 
the  charter,  together  with  the  demurrage,  amounting  to  ^4,538  33,  was  paid 
by  me,  and  of  which  you  make  mention.  This  copy  of  the  original  char- 
ter was  placed  in  my  hands  by  the  contracting  parties. 

I will  here  remark,  that  there  was  no  written  contract  entered  into  with 
Mr.  Hugh  White  for  furnishing  rations  to  Indians,  for  which  I paid  him 
There  was  only  a verbal  understanding  between  us  on  the  sub- 
ject, as  it  was  very  uncertain  what  number  would  require  rations,  or  whether 
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there  would  be  any  more  Indians  crossing  at  that  point  than  had  passed: 
consequently,  no  written  contract  was  made.  I will,  however,  write  imme- 
diately to  some  persons  in  that  quarter  who  were  cognizant  of  the  transac- 
tion, and  get  certificates. 

The  place  is  so  very  remote,  and,  indeed,  obscure,  that  the  getting  of  cer- 
tificates may  be  attended  with  some  uncertainty. 

I will  use  every  exertion  to  obtain  satisfactory  evidence,  and  forward  the 
same  as  early  as  possible. 

I also  send  you  a copy  of  a contract  between  Mr,  McK,  Ball,  assistant 
agent,  diVidi  Mr.  Hugh  White,  for  ferrying  Indians,  &c.,  over  the  Missis- 
sippi river  near  Point  Chicot. 

The  last  is  not  required  by  you,  but  I have  it  on  hand,  and  have  thought 
it  advisable  to  enclose  it. 

I wrote  you  on  the  4th  instant,  which  I hope  came  to  hand. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  T.  CROSS, 

Assistant  *dgent  Ch,  removal. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.y  Washington  City, 


Madison,  Indiana,  Lecember  5,  1S33. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
22d  ultimo,  informing  me  that  my  services  as  assistant  agent  in  the  Choctaw 
emigration  would  cease  at  the  time  of  your  letter  of  the  above  date  coming 
to  hand,  up  to  which  time  I would  be  paid  by  forwarding  my  account  to 
the  department.  * 

I have  deferred  enclosing  my  account,  as  I shall  leave  here  shortly  for 
Washington,  and  will  be  in  that  city  early  in  January,  at  which  time  I will 
present  the  same  for  settlement. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  T.  CROSS. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Head  Quarters,  4th  Infantry, 

Mobile,  21th  November,  1833. 

General:  Should  the  Seminole  Indians  be  removed  west  in  the  course 
of  the  coming  year,  I take  pleasure  in  recommending  Captain  John  Page,  of 
the  4th  infantry,  as  an  officer  every  way  qualified  to  take  charge  of  the  re- 
moving party,  and  one  that  will  do  justice  to  the  Indians  and  the  Govern- 
ment. The  appointment  of  Captain  Page  to  that  duty  would,  I am  convinc- 
ed, be  very  gratifying  to  the  Seminole  nation,  as  he  is  acquainted  with  all 
the  chiefs,  and  most  of  the  Indians. 

I am,  with  high  respect  and  esteem,  your  friend, 

D.  L.  CJANCH,  Colonel  4th  Infantry, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City. 
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MadisoKj  Indiana,  December  10,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  is  at  hand.  In  reply  to  which,  I wish 
to  be  distinctly  understood  as  saying  that  the  detention,  at  various  times, 
of  the  steamboats  T'ulma  and  Cleopatra  was  for  the  special  benefit  of  the 
Indians  to  do  their  cooking,  &c.  One  instance  was  to  procure  medicine 
for  the  sick,  and  another  instance  of  delay  was  caused  by  sending  an  ex- 
press from  the  post  of  Washita  to  get  information  of  the  Indians  and  horses 
that  were  travelling  through  the  swamps  from  Vicksburg,  and  were  to  have 
met  us  at  the  post^  but  failed  to  do  so.  These  were  the  causes  of  detention, 
and  the  time  being  duly  noted,  formed  a true  estimate  of  demurrage  claimed 
for  the  two  boats  at  the  rates  mentioned  in  the  charter. 

I also  annex  a certificate  of  the  above  facts,  but,  as  to  the  precise  time  of 
delay  of  each  boat,  I have  no  data  at  hand  by  which  to  be  governed. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient, 

S.  CROSS. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Louisville,  February  1,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  Some  time  in  December  last,  I had  occasion  to  call  upon  you 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  a claim  to  compensation  for  services  rendered  by 
my  father,  William  Douglas,  deceased,  while  superintendent  of  wagons  em- 
barked at  this  place,  and  intended  to  be  employed  in  the  removal  of  the 
Indians  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

It  was  thought  necessary  by  you  that  further  information  relative  to  seve- 
ral items  of  that  claim  should  be  obtained  from  Captain  Clark  before  the 
case  could  be  settled.  Letters  were  accordingly  written  to  him,  and  I 
presume  that,  by  this  time,  his  answer  has  been  received  in  your  office.  It 
will  be  more  than  gratifying  to  the  family,  if  you  will  give  this  subject  as 
prompt  attention  as  you  can  with  convenience.  I believe  that  the  claim,  as 
now  before  your  consideration,  amounts  to  about  two  hundred  dollars:  in 
addition  to  which,  I trust  that  it  will  not  be  considered  improper  to  make  a 
fair  allowance  for  the  expenses  which  my  father  incurred  in  going  to  and 
returning  from  Little  Rock,  which  is  distant  about  three  hundred  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas,  and  wffiich  trip  Was  performed  in  a steamboat, 
at  the  request  of  Captain  Clark,  as  will  appear  from  his  letters  now  on  file 
in  your  office. 

For  this  latter  service,  I do  not  think  that  forty  dollars  would  be  at  all 
unreasonable;  especially  as  my  father  had  to  borrow  money  to  meet  his 
current  expenses  while  in  the  employment  of  the  Government,  (amounting 
to  nearly  as  much  as  the  whole  claim,)  and  which  I have  paid  since  my 
return  from  Washington.  I enclose  you  a letter  from  Captain  Taylor,  which 
was  returned  to  me  from  Washington,  in  answer  to  some  inquiries  put  to 
him  by  letter  while  on  my  way  to  this  place;  a power  of  attorney  from  my 
mother,  as  administratrix,  was  enclosed  to  honorable  William  T.  Barry  for 
me,  with  the  request  that  he  would  attend  to  this  business  if  I should  have 
left  Washington  before  its  arrival  there. 

I presume  that  Major  B.  has  made  some  communication  to  the  War  De- 
partment on  the  subject. 
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Pecuniary  considerations  render  it  highly  important  that  my  mother 
should  receive  whatever  allowance  may  be  made,  as  soon  as  convenient  to 
be  done  Consistently  ^ith  your  rules.  Could  not  the  amount  allowed  be 
remitted  to  Captain  Taylor,  with  instructions  to  him  to  deliver  the  same  to 
my  mother,  and  take  the  necessary  receipts?  Any  communication  which 
you  may  cause  to  be  given  me  on  this  subject  will  be  thankfully  received, 
and  gratefully  remembered . 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  DOUGLAS. 

General  George  Girson,  C,  S,  S, 


Philadelphia,  Jul^  21,  1832. 

Dear  Sir?  Enclosed  you  will  receive  a duplicate  receipt  for  rifles  de- 
livered according  to  oriler:  an  early  remittance  will  be  thankfully  received. 

Respectfully,  I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  DERINGER. 

George  Gibson,  Esq. , C.  G,  S, 


Baltimore,  August  27,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  shipped  by  the  brig  Leavitt,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  the  box 
sent  to  me  fey  you,  to  be  forwarded  to  Lieutenant  P.  Morrison,  assistant 
commissary  subsistence.  New  Orleans,  for  Indian  commissioners,  Arkansas 
Territory. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  DUSENBURY, 
Lieutenant^  and  Jlssistant  Commissary  Subsistence. 

General  Gegrge  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.y  Washington. 


Philadelphia,  August  27,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  YoUr  letter  of  the  21st  instant  came  to  hand.  I ordered,  im- 
mediately, twenty-five  Armstrong  rifles  to  be  got  ready  for  inspection.  On 
Saturday,  I sent  to  Major  Bender,  and  informed  him  that  the  rifles  were 
ready  for  inspection,  when  I learned  that  he  was  unwell,  and  not  able  to 
come  out  of  his  room:  this  day  I sent  again,  when  I learned  that  he  was 
not  yet  able  to  attend  to  the  same. 

I thought,  therefore,  prpper  to  inform  you  of  the  same;  likely,  if  you  was 
in  a hurry  to  get  the  rifles  ofi*,  you  might  direct  some  other  course  to  get 
them  off.  In  haste, 

Respectfully,  I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  DERINGER. 


J . H,  Hoor,  Acting  C.  G. 
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Philadelphia,  September  22,  1S32, 

I have  sent  a letter,  directed  to  you,  on  the  Sth  ii#tant,  with  receipts,  &c* 
enclosed  for  twenty-five  rifles  delivered,  according  to  orders,  to  the  quarter^ 
master. 

I have  not  heard  from  you  since.  I am  at  a loss  to  know  whether  the  letter, 
with  its  contents,  came  safe  to  hand  or  not.  Please  to  let  me  hear  from  you 
on  the  subject. 

Respectfully,  I remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  DERINGER. 

Major  Hook,  %B.cting  C.  G.  S. 


CoLDMBUS,  Mississippi,  September  9,  1832. 

Sir:  I returned  home  about  the  1st  of  August,  after  an  absence  of  ten  or 
eleven  weeks  on  a surveying  tour  in  the  Choctaw  nation,  and  found  a com- 
munication to  me  from  the  Department  of  War,  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  my  letter  of  the  9th  December  last;  also,  requesting  me  to  make  a deposite, 
forthwith,  in  some  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  whole  amount  of  the  sales  of  Choctaw  cattle  efiected  by  me,  amount- 
ing to  thirteen  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  afld  seventy-five  cents. 

Accordingly,  I visited  Natchez  not  long  since,  and  made  the  deposite  in 
pursuance  of  your  instructions,  and  herewith  enclose  the  certificate. 

I will  here  remark  that,  in  the  communication  above  referred  to,  not  a 
word  is  said  about  my  account  which  was  transmitted  at  the  same  time  of 
my  acknowledgment  of  the  sales  of  cattle,  &c. 

I might  have  deducted  the  amount  from  the  sales,  but  have  thought  pro- 
per to  act  differently,  relying  entirely  on  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of 
the  Government. 

By  reference  to  my  account,  you  will  ascertain  the  amount  to  be  two 
hundred  and  sixty -five  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  with  the  certificate  of 
Colonel  Ward,  (United  States’  agent,)  appended  thereto.  Colonel  Ward 
employed  me  to  transact  the  business,  and  promised  me  four  dollars  per 
day,  and  also  to  furnish  me  with  an  interpreter:  two  were  employed  at  dif- 
ferent times,  whom  I paid  for  their  services  out  of  my  own  pocket.  I 
therefore  trust  that  you  will,  without  delay,  forward  to  me  a check  on  the 
United  States’  Branch  Bank  at  Natchez  for  that  amount.  And  should  you 
think  proper  not  to  audit  my  account,  you  will  please  apprize  me  of  that 
fact,  without  delay,  and  thereby  relieve  me  from  a state  of  suspense. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  DOWSING. 

Honorable  Lewis  Cass, 


Cherokee  Agency,  Sept.  24,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  announce  my  arrival  at  this  place  on  the  33d 
instant,  having  had  a much  longer  journey  than  I had  anticipated,  owing  to 
the  necessity  I was  under,  on  leaving  the  city,  of  proceeding  by  way  of 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  in  quest  of  my  trunk,  which  had  been  foinvarded  to  me. 


655 


i:513] 


and  which  had  been  stopped  in  Norfolk  for  want  of  conveyance.  I then 
proceeded  through  No?th  Carolina,  via  Raleigh,  Salem,  Wilksborough,  &c., 
to  Jonesborough  and  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  to  this  place,  having  been  de- 
tained several  days  on  the  road  in  consequence  of  the  stages  failing  to  meet 
with  each  other  properly. 

On  my  arrival,  I found  the  enrolling  agent,  Mr.  Currey,  was  absent  in 
Georgia,  and  I have  to-day  met  with  an  opportunity  of  forwarding  a letter 
to  him,  informing  him  of  my  arrival  and  its  object,  and  requesting  him  to 
return  to  this  place  as  soon  as  the  nature  of  his  engagements  will  admit,  in 
order  that  I may  proceed,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  in  the  execution 
of  the  objects  of  my  mission.  There  is  to  be  a council  of  the  Cherokees 
held  about  twenty  miles  from  this  place,  on  the  10th  of  next  month,  which 
it  is  thought  will  be  largely  attended. 

I have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Montgomery  that  the  last  time  he  had  heard 
from  Mr.  Currey,  he  had  at  that  time  only  succeeded  in  enrolling  about  three 
hundred,  or  a little  upwards:  only  a part  of  them  had  agreed  to  take  the 
commutation,  expecting  that  the  Government  would  provide  ways  and 
means  for  their  removal.  My  instructions  have  reference  merely  to  the 
former.  I have  been  here  so  short  a time,  that  nothing  of  any  importance 
has  come  under  my  observation  worthy  the  attention  of  the  department. 

I must  requek  the  department  to  forward  to  me  orders  relative  to  my 
return  to  the  city,  as  soon  as  convenient  for  it  to  do  so.  I make  this  request 
in  anticipation  of  the  completion  of  the  duties  for  which  I was  expressly  sent 
out  to  attend  to,  and  in  consequence  o-f  there  being  nothing  said  in  my  in- 
structions in  relation  thereto,  and  owing  to  the  great  length  of  time  requisite 
for  receiving  communications  from  the  city  at  this  place,  and  the  necessity 
of  my  rejoining  the  topographical  party  to  which  I belonged  in  time  to  com- 
plete the- drawings  to  accompany  the  report. 

Hoping  these  things  will  all  meet  your  approbation,  and  find  you  in  the 
enjoyment  of  good  health, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  L.  DANCY,  2d  Lieut.  2d  Artillery, 
Disbursement  Agent  Cherokees. 

To  Gen.  Gibson,  Washington  City. 

P.  S.  The  department  will  please  to  inform  me  whether  my  allowance 
for  fuel  and  quarters  are  to  be  taken  from  the  funds  in  my  possession  or  not, 
and  by  what  rule  they  are  to  be  commuted  by— I presume,  however,  by  the 
rule  prescribed  by  the  army  regulations — and  whether  my  voucher  alone 
will  be  sufficient  authority.  F.  L.  DANCY,  U.  8.  Army. 


Philadelphia,  October  27,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  241h  ultimo  was  received,  wherein  you 
informed  me  that,  in  three  or  four  days,  the  amount  of  my  bill  for  twenty- 
five  rifles  delivered,  would  be  transmitted  to  me.  I have  not  heard  from 
the  department  since.  I am  at  a loss  to  know  whether  the  Second  Auditor 
has  transmitted  the  amount,  or  as  yet  acted  on  my  bill.  Please  have  the 
goodness  to  ascertain  the  reason  of  the  delay. 

Respectfully,  I remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

Major  J.  H.  Hook,  HENRY  DERINGER. 

dieting  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence. 
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Cherokee  Agency  East,  October  26,  1S32. 

Sir:  I take  this  occasion  to  give  you  a special  accounj:  of  the  passing  events 
of  this  region,  as  near  as  my  opportunities  of  gaining  information  will  admit. 

In  relation  to  my  immediate  duties  here,  nothing  of  any  moment  has  taken 
place,  and  I am  under  the  necessity  of  informing  you  that  the  enrolled  emi- 
grants are  very  dilatory  in  their  movements,  as  but  one  family  have  as  yet 
made  their  appearance  at  this  place,  and  it  is  extremely  uncertain  at  what 
time  they  will  be  ready  to  remove.  The  superintending  agent  has  been  out 
on  the  Georgia  side  for  the  last  three  weeks,  endeavoring  to  hurry  them  in, 
and  he  has  sent  word  that  there  would  be  a party,  consisting  of  fifty  or  up- 
wards, at  the  Agency  on  the  18th  instant,  but  it  is  now  the  26th,  and  they 
have  not  arrived  yet.  This  is  the  only  body  that  will  probably  remove 
before  the  first  of  January. 

There  will  be  but  a small  number  who  will  start  before  the  opening  of 
spring,  when  they  will  proceed  by  water.  So  soon  as  the  superintending 
agent  returns  from  his  present  trip,  I shall  be  able  to  ascertain,  more  exactly, 
the  time  the  emigrants  propose  to  start,  as  he  will  visit  them  all  before  he 
returns  for  the  express  purpose  of  ascertaining  that  point. 

I will  now  give  you  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Cherokee  council, 
now  in  session,  and  which  commenced  its  sitting  on  the  Sth  instant.  You 
are  aware  that  their  Government  has  taken  ours  for  their  guide.  They  have 
their  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  departments.  The  executive  depart- 
ment is  filled  by  a person  bearing  the  title  of  “ Principal  or  Head  Chief.’’ 
The  legislative  is  composed  of  two  houses,  called  the  Committee  and  Coun- 
cil. The  Committee  may  be  considered  as  representing  the  Senate,  and  the 
Council  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  judiciary  are  elected  by  the 
Council. 

The  only  business  that  has  been  transacted  during  this  council,  so  far  as 
I have  heard,  is  as  follows:  thej'^  have  elected  judges,  annulled  the  law  allow- 
ing citizens  of  the  nation  to  introduce  schoolmasters  and  mechanics  of  differ- 
ent kinds  into  the  nation,  and  have  passed  a few  claims  on  the  nation.  They 
have  had  under  consideration,  for  several  days,  propositions  submitted  to 
them  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Chester  of  Georgia,  an  autho- 
rized agent,  but  as  yet  they  have  given  no  reply. 

From  all  the  observations  that  I was  enabled  to  make  during  two  days 
which  I passed  on  the  council  ground,  I am  led  to  believe  that  they  will 
not,  at  this  time,  consent  to  treat,  although  most  of  the  intelligent  men  of 
the  nation  know  that  it  is  the  only  thing  left  for  them;  but  they  dare  not 
speak  out  and  say  so.  They  have  led  the  ignorant  and  poor  part  of  the 
community  so  long  to  believe  that  they  would  be  protected  in  their  rights, 
and  have  used  every  measure  to  induce  them  to  oppose  a treaty,  that  when 
they  know  that  it  would  be  the  best  course  for  them  to  pursue,  the  pride  of 
opinion,  and  the  fear  of  losing  their  popularity,  restrain  them  from  express- 
ing those  opinions  openly. 

At  this  time  there  is  great  dissatisfaction  among  them,  and  will,  without 
doubt,  in  no  great  length  of  time,  lead  to  something  important.  At  their 
council  in  July  last,  owing  to  the  penalty  prescribed  by  the  State  of  Georgia 
against  their  exercising  the  powers  of  Government  within  her  limits,  they 
passed  an  ordnance  continuing  their  then  chief,  and  council  men,  ad  inJinU 
turn,  owing  to  their  not  being  able  to  hold  an  election  in  that  part  of  their 
territory  lying  within  the  limits  of  Georgia.  This  has  caused  the  organiza- 
tion of  a party,  who  are  determined  not  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  the 
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chief,  &c.  This  party  is  increasing,  and  they  are  in  favor  of  entering  into 
a treaty,  but  they  are  not  sufficiently  strong  to  carry  their  point  yet.  I have 
observed,  since  my  arrival  here,  that  there  are  some  respectable  and  influen- 
tial men  in  Tennessee,  who  come  into  the  nation,  and  use  every  means  to 
persuade  the  Cherokees  not  to  treat. 

One  of  their  arguments  is  this:  they  say  that  Henry  Clay  will  be  elected 
President,  and  then  he  will  have  ail  their  grievances  redressed;  that  he  has 
said  that  he  would  do  this  thing,  and  that  for  them;  and  as  they  are  now  in 
the  situation  of  a drowning  man,  they  grasp  with  eagerness  every  thing 
that  holds  out  the  least  encouragement  to  them  to  remain  where  they  are. 

They  also  assure  them  that  their  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  is  un- 
healthy, and  that  they  will  all  die  if  they  go  there.  The  Indians  themselves 
say  there  is  not  land  enough  for  them  ail. 

It  is  my  belief  that,  by  the  ensuing  spring,  there  may  be  a treaty  made 
with  them,  provided  there  should  be  commissioners  appointed  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  Indian  character,  and  who  will  show  a disposition  to  deal 
fairly  and  justly  by  them. 

Believing  it  to  be  my  duty  to  keep  the  department  informed  of  every 
thing  by  which  the  interest  of  the  Government  may  be  promoted,  I have 
made  the  above  statements,  and  hope  you  will  make  due  allowances  for  all 
errors,  &c. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

F.  L.  DANCY, 

Lieut.  U.  S.  A.,  Disbursing  Agent  for  Cherokees. 

To  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence. 


Cherokee  Agency  East,  November  1,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  transmit  abstracts  of  my  disbursements^ 
for  the  month  of  October,  1832,  contained  in  two  separate  abstracts:  the  one 
for  the  commutation  allowance  for  transportation  of  the  emigrating  Chero- 
kee Indians;  the  other  for  the  contingent  expenses  connected  therewith. 
I have  included  in  said  abstracts  the  first  disbursements  made  by  me,  on  the 
29th  of  September,  and  for  which  no  previous  abstract  has  been  rendered. 
All  of  which,  1 hope,  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

The^emigration  continues  to  progress  very  slowly.  The  superintending 
agent  has  reported  to  me  that  he  generally  finds  those  who  have  enrolled 
disposed  to  fulfil  their  engagements  whilst  he  is  present,  but  that,  in  his  ab- 
sence, designing  and  influential  individuals  gain  such  an  influence  over  them 
as  to  render  it  impossible  to  place  any  confidence  in  their  promises.  There 
are  some  whose  intention  it  is  not  to  leave  before  after  the  1st  of  January, 
and  from  that  till  late  in  the  spring;  and  even  then  there  will  be  no  certainty 
that  they  will  go.  In  consequence  of  which,  and  the  small  number  there 
will  be  of  them,  I shall  prepare  to  return  so  soon  as  I have  paid  off  all  those 
who  intend  going  this  fall,  unless  I should  receive  orders  to  the  contrary 
There  will  be  so  few  remaining  after  that,  that  the  expenses  of  the  agents, 
&c.,  will  amount  to  much  more  than  what  will  be  due  the  emigrants. 

And  there  are  some  of  the  agents  who  will  extend  the  time  as  much  as 
possible,  unless  they  should  be  limited  to  some  particular  date. 
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The  cause  of  my  anxiety  to  return  as  soon  as  the  interest  of  the  depart- 
ment will  allow,  is  the  promise  that  was  held  out  to  me,  and  on  which  I 
grounded  my  application  to  Colonel  Long  for  permission  to  be  absent  from 
his  party  for  two  months;  and  it  was  on  these  terms,  and  these  alone,  that 
he  would  consent  to  let  me  come.  And  I presume  he  is  now  waiting  my 
return  to  finish  the  maps  of  the  surveys  on  which  I was  engaged  with  him. 
My  respects  to  Major  Hook,  &c. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  L.  DANCY, 

Lieut.  XJ.  S.  A.,  Disbursing  Agents 
To  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence. 


Philadelphia,  December  10,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  The  five  hundred  rifles  contracted  for  through  Major  Arm- 
strong for  the  emigrating  Indians  are  ready  for  delivery.  Please  to  let  me 
hear  from  the  department  as  soon  as  convenient,  on  account  of  the  naviga- 
tion closing,  provided  they  are  to  be  sent  off  this  winter  yet. 

Respectfully,  I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  DERINGER. 

To  the  Secretary  of  War, 

Washington  City. 


Cherokee  Agency  East,  December  1,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  enclose  abstracts  of  disbursements  made 
by  me  during  the  month  of  November,  1832,  marked  Nos.  1 and  2;  No.  1 
containing  all  the  disbursements  made  to  the  Cherokees  emigrating  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  No.  2 containing  all  the  disbursements  incident  thereto. 

By  reference  to  the  abstracts  rendered  by  me  for  the  month  of  October, 
together  with  the  accompanying  ones,  you  will  perceive  that  the  funds 
placed  in  my  hands  are  nearly  expended,  in  consequence  of  which  I shall 
leave  this  place  by  the  10th  instant  on  my  return  to  the  city.  As  there  will 
be  some  few  Cherokees  still  remaining  who  have  enrolled,  and  who  possibly 
may  wish  to  remove,  1 would  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  more  to  the 
interest  of  the  department  to  place  funds  in  the  hands  of  some  one  of  the 
officers  stationed  in  the  nation  about  thirty-five  miles  from  this  place,  who 
could  pay  the  commutation  to  those  who  yet  remain  as  they  might  be  pre- 
pared to  receive  it.  ^ 

The  superintending  agent  informs  me  that  there  is  no  certainty  when  they 
will  be  ready  to  start  for  the  west. 

The  officers  above  alluded  to  are  stationed  at  Coco  creek,  near  Madison- 
ville,  Tennessee,  with  a detachment  under  Captain  Belton,  and  consist  of 
Lieutenants  McKenzie,  Adams,  and  Humphreys. 

All  of  which  I hope  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

. Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  L.  DANCY, 

Lieut.  U.  S.  A.,  Disbursing  dl gent. 


659 


[ 512  ] 

Philadelphia,  December  22,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  my  bill  for  five  hundred  rifles  de- 
livered for  the  emigrating  Choctaw  Indians,  contracted  for  by  Major  Arm- 
strong. Also,  certificates  for  the  delivery  of  rifles,  bills,  receipts  for  the 
inspection  and  portage  of  delivery. 

The  policy  of  insurance  Mr.  Waite  will  send  on  to  you,  and  will  inform 
you  of  the  payment  of  the  same  made  by  me.  An  early  remittance  will 
be  very  acceptable  to  your 

Humble  servant, 

HEN|IY  DERINGER. 

Geo.  Gibson,  Esq.,  C.  G.  S. 


Jackson,  Mississippi,  December  5,  1832. 

Sir:  I wrote  you  some  time  ago,  enclosing  a certificate  of  deposite  in  the 
United  States’  Bank  at  Natchez,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  Choctaw 
cattle,  and  requested  you  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  it,  so  soon  as  would 
comport  with  your  convenience  after  its  reception;  since  which  I have 
heard  nothing  from  you.  I also  solicited  the  favor  of  you  to  say  to  me 
whether  or  not  my  account  would  be  audited  and  allowed  for  my  services, 
amounting  to  two  hundred  and  sixty -five  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents, 
which  was  transmitted  in  my  first  communication. 

Colonel  D.  W.  Wright,  the  bearer  of  this,  has  full  power,  and  is  hereby 
authorized  to  negotiate  the  business  with  the  office. 

Respectfully  yours, 

WM.  DOWSING. 

Honorable  Lewis  Cass. 


Philadelphia,  January  5,  1833. 

Sir:  On  the  22d  ultimo  I sent  a letter,  directed  to  you,  with  my  bills  and 
duplicates  for  five  hundred  rifles,  delivered  according  to  order.  Not  hear- 
ing from  you,  I am  at  a loss  to  know  whether  they  came  safe  to  hand  or 
not. 

Please  let  me  hear  from  you  on  the  subject. 

Respectfully,  I remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  DERINGER. 

To  General  G.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Calhoun,  (east  Tennessee,)  January  4,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  my  returns  for  disbursements  made  to  the 
Indians  at  this  place  in  the  quarter  ending  31st  December,  IS32.  The 
number,  you  will  perceive,  that  have  been  paid  the  commutation  are  thir- 
ty-one. Mr.  Curry  informs  me  that  there  will,  probably,  be  one  hundred 
and  fifty  that  have  been  enrolled,  that  will  emigrate  between  this  and  the 
spring.  This  number  I have  estimated  for.  I have  understood,  from  Mr. 
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Currey  that  the  enrolment  has  been  discontinued  by  an  order  from  the  War 
Department.  I enclose  a note,  made  by  Mr.  Curry,  relative  to  Richard 
Hinson  and  family,  who  received  the  commutation  from  Captain  McClin- 
tock,  as  an  emigrant,  who  has  subsequently  returned,  by  whom  a bond  was 
given  for  his  emigration.  I have  thought  proper  to  take  a similar  bond 
from  those  that  I paid. 

I also  enclose  an  account  for  the  pilotage  of  two  boats  through  the 

Muscle  Shoals,’^  which  appears  by,  the  certificates  of  the  agents,  and  of 
Mr.  Curry,  to  be  a just  account.  I have  thought  proper  to  pay  Mr.  Lewis 
Ross,  to  whom  it  was  transferred,  the  amount:  the  account  is  not  in  form, 
and  the  persons  are  not  at  this  place  to  have  it  made  so.  The  charges  for 
my  extra  pay,  allowances,  &c,,  I believe  are  correct.  I have  charged  for 
transportation  that  of  a captain,  as  my  promotion  to  that  grade  will  date 
from  the  time  of  the  decease  of  Major  Beall. 

A deputation  from  the  nation  of  the  Cherokees  left  here  a few  days 
since  for  Washington  City,  consisting  of  four  persons,  two  or  three  of 
which  are  principal  chiefs.  They  appear  to  be  highly  opposed  to  emigrating, 
and  to  the  proceedings  of  the  State  of  Georgia  in  regard  to  extending  their 
jurisdiction  over  a part  of  their  nation. 

I am  entirely  out  of  blanks. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  DAY, 

Lieut.  1st  Infantry^  Dish^g  Jlgent  for  Cherokee  emigrating  Indians. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 

Richard  Hinson,  a Cherokee  emigrant.  Captain  McClintock  advanced  a 
commutation  to  him  for  himself  and  familj',  and  took  his  bond  to  settle  in 
Arkansas  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  May  6th,  1828.  Hinson 
has  returned,  and,  consequently,  forfeited  his  bond.  If  the  bond  is  in  the 
Commissary  General’s  Office,  it  ought  to  be  returned,  and  he  not  only  sued, 
but  removed  as  an  intruder  from  this  nation. 


Calhoun,  (east  Tennessee,)  February  2,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  an  abstract  of  disbursements  made  in 
the  month  of  January,  1833,  to  Indians,  &c.,  at  this  place. 

The  number  of  Indians  that  have  been  enrolled,  that  have  not  yet  applied 
for  transportation,  I am  informed  by  Mr.  Curry,  are  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred. It  is  impossible  to  say  how  many  of  this  number  will  come  forward; 
they  are  quite  tardy  in  their  operations.  I presume  the  cause  to  be,  the  en- 
rolment having  been  discontinued,  they  are  waiting  to  learn  what  further 
steps  the  Government  may  take  in  the  affair. 

You  will-  perceive  that  I am  entirely  out  of  funds.  I received  some 
blanks — but  one  of  each:  if  the  business  is  to  be  continued,  1 shall  be  in  want 
of  a supply. 

Mr.  Curry  left  here  a few  days  since  to  go  into  the  nation,  and  thought 
it  probable  that  he  should  go  on  to  Washington  city  before  his  return. 

I have  nothing  new  to  give  you  relative  to  the  Indians  of  this  nation, 
except  that  emigrants  are  coming  in  from  all  quarters,  both  on  the  Tennes- 
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see  and  Georgia  side  of  the  nation.  The  agent,  I believe,  has  taken  mea- 
sures to  remove  those  from  the  Tennessee  side. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  DAY, 

Lieut,  Infantry. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Bedford,  Indiana,  February  10,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  hoflrewith,  the  abstracts  of  provisions 
and  of  forage  consumed  by  the  Seneca  and  Shawnee  emigrating  Indians 
during  their  route  to  their  land  west  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  the  pre- 
ceding autumn. 

The  conductor  of  that  tribe  has  instructed  me  to  make  them  out  and  for- 
ward them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  R.  DUNIHUE, 

AssisH  Conductor  of  Leivistoim,  Ohio,  emigrating  Indians. 
General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Calhoun,  Tennessee,  February  15,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I forward  your  receipts  for  two  thousand  three  hundred 
•dollars,  to  be  appropriated  to  expenses  of  the  Cherokee  emigration.  The 
emigrants  are  coming  in  slowly. 

1 have  no  news  to  give  you  in  respect  to  the  emigration. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  DAY, 

Capt.  1st.  Infantry,  Disb.  Jigt.  Cherokee  removal. 
Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Philadelphia,  tUpril  2,  1833. 

Sir:  The  500  rifles  purchased  by  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong  are  ready  for 
delivery:  (packed  and  hooped.)  Please  inform  me  respecting  the  ship- 
ment, insurance,  &c. 

Respectfully,  I remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  DERINGER. 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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Philadelphia,  *Rpril  4,  1833. 

Sir:  I received  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  wherein  you  state  that  the 
rifles  are  to  be  inspected,  and  delivered  as  in  former  cases.  When  Major 
Armstrong  was  here,  he  always  inspected  the  rifles.  They  never  were  in- 
spected by  any  one  except  Mr.  George  Flegal,  and  he  only  inspected  the 
last  500  that  were  sent  off:  the  rest  were  all  inspected  by  tjie  major.  Major 
Armstrong,  while  he  was  here,  had  the  guns  stripped,  and  the  barrels  ex- 
amined as  heretofore,  after  they  were  all  completed.  After  he  examined 
them,  he  ordered  them  to  be  packed  in  good  sound  boxes,  and  hooped  ready 
for  shipment.  I expect  he  forgot  to  report  it  to  you,  for  he  promised  me  that 
he  would  mention  that  they  were  examined  and  passed  by  him  in  person. 
If  he  has  not  left  Washington,  I should  be  pleased  if  you  would  see  him 
on  the  subject.  If  we  have  to  open  the  boxes,  and  take. out  all  the  rifles, 
it  will  cause  us  a great  deal  of  trouble.  I can  assure  you  that  a better  set 
of  rifles  the  Indians  never  got,  and  as  good  as  any  that  were  sent  to  the 
United  States^  arsenal.  Please  let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  convenient. 

Respectfully,  I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  BERINGER. 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Philadelphia,  April  10,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  my  bill  for  five  hundred  rifles,  delivered 
according  to  instructions;  likewise  duplicates  for  insurance  and  delivery  of 
the  rifles. 

Please  to  have  the  amount  of  my  bills  transmitted  to  me  as  soon  as  con- 
venient. 

Respectfully,  I remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  DERINGER. 

'General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Calhoun,  East  Tennessee,  April  % 1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  the  returns  appertaining  to  the  emigra- 
tion of  Indians  for  the  quarter  ending  31st  March,  1833,  at  this  place. 

You  will  find,  in  voucher  No.  2,  a receipt  of  Moses  Cochran  for  forty 
dollars.  This  was  a contract  entered  into  by  Mr.  Currey  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  this  party.  They  v/ere  lying  at  the  agency  at  the  time,  and  there 
was  no  other  means  by  which  we  could  have  them  transported,  and  I there- 
fore deemed  it  best,  both  as  regards  economy  and  the  convenience  of  the  In- 
dians, to  adopt  this  mode,  or  rather  approve  of  the  contract. 

The  claim  of  Mr.  Davis  has  been  presented,  which  I was  obliged  to  send 
back  to  him,  it  not  being  in  form:  he  being  absent  in  Kentucky,  it  will  of 
course  be  some  days  before  1 receive  it.  Mr.  Currey  left  here  some  time 
since  for  Washington  City.  It  is  uncertain  whether  or  not  he  may  be  here 
to  put  his  requisition  on  the  account. 

You  will  please  inform  me  if  I am  to  pay  it,  the  account  being  correct, 
without  the  requisition. 
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I have  deducted  from  the  charge  made  in  my  last  account  the  difference 
in  transportation,  being  eleven  dollars  and  seventy  cents,  between  the 
amount  charged  and  that  allowed.  The  voucher  rejected,  I have  returned,  as 
it  was  paid  conditionally. 

I think  it  highly  probable,  that  the  close  of  the  present  month  will  make' 
a finish  of  the  emigration.  Many  of  those  that  have  enrolled  will  not  come 
forward,  seeing  that  the  system  has  been  discontinued.  My  services  at  this 
place  I presume,  of  course,  will  not  be  required  after  that  period.  You  will 
please  direct  what  shall  be  done  with  the  balance  of  funds  on  hand,  if  any 
&^re  shall  be  unexpended  at  the  time  of  my  leaving. 

I am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM,  DAY, 

CajjL  IsL  Infantry. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Philadelphia,  April  1833. 

Sir:  I sent  my  bills  and  vouchers  for  five  hundred  rifles  (purchased  by 
Major  Armstrong)  on  the  10th  instant,  directed  to  you.  I am  at  a loss  to 
know  whether  they  came  safe  to  hand:  if  received,  1 would  be  thankful  to 
you  if  you  would  have  them  attended  to,  and  the  amount  remitted  to  me. 

I have  seen  an  act  of  Congress  passed,  appropriating  money  for  the  pur- 
chase of  rifles  and  blankets  for  the  Pottawatamie  Indians,  Illinois,  in  con- 
formity to  a treaty  made  with  them.  I should  be  pleased  to  furnish  the 
rifles  for  the  Pottawatamie  Indians.  I have  at  present  several  hundred 
rifles  finished  on  the  Armstrong  pattern,  which  I am  sure  would  suit  them 
well,  for  there  never  was  a better  rifle  made  for  the  Indians  than  those  we 
make  at  present  for  the  Indians  on  Major  Armstrong’s  pattern.  I have  al- 
ways rifles  on  hand,  that  I could  fill  up  an  order  in  a few  days’  notice. 
Please  let  me  hear  from  you. 

I reniain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  DERINGER. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Nashville,  Tennessee,  May  8,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  23d 
April  last,  advising  me  of  the  transmission  of  one  thousand  and  thirty-four 
dollars,  by  a draft  on  the  United  States’  Branch  Bank  at  Nashville.  I have 
received  the  draft,  and  herein  enclose  you  a receipt  for  the  amount. 

Respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  DONELSON,  Jr. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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PiNEsviLLE,  Ala.,  February  10,  1830. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  forward  to  you  the  abstracts  and  du- 
plicate receipts,  together  with  an  account  current,  showing  the  extent  of  my 
disbursements  in  removal  of  the  Choctaw  emigrants  from  the  southeast  dis- 
trict to  Vicksburg,  Mississippi, 

The  payments  for  wagon  hire  was  to  those  discharged  at  rendezvous,  and 
on  the  march  to  Vicksburg,  and  whose  owners  were  not  present  at  Vicks- 
burg to  receive  from  you  their  wages  when  discharged. 

With  regard  to  the  disbursements  for  forage  and  provisions,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that,  from  the  19th  of  October  to  the  4th  of  November,  1831^ 
some  fifteen  or  eighteen  teams  of  oxen  and  horses  belonging  to  the  emigrat- 
ing Choctaws  were  on  my  hands  to  forage,  exclusive  of  those  in  actual  ser- 
vice, (as  shown  by  a reference  to  your  and  my  own  abstracts  and  vouchers  for 
wagon  hire,)  at  which  time  they  were  taken  into  service  on  wages;  and  that 
a large  number  of  rations  were  furnished  the  Kooncha’s  before  they  reached 
my  rendezvous,  as  shown  by  a reference  to  the  duplicate  of  Charles  Juzan. 
It  is  also  proper  here  to  remark,  that  the  party  under  my  care,  consisting  of 
at  least  one  thousand  eight  hundred  souls,  had  upwards  of  five  hundred 
pack-horses  and  ponies,  to  which  small  allowances  of  corn  was  necessarily 
made  while  on  the  march.  The  contract  for  rations  with  Messrs.  Moore  and 
Trotter  commenced  on  the  19th  of  October,  and  ended  on  the  13th  of  No- 
vember, 1831,  on  uniting  with  the  other  parties  near  Jackson,  Mississippi. 

In  the  item  of  contingencies,  a considerable  portion  of  the  expenditure  v/as 
for  working  on  and  superintending  roads,  which  will  not  appear  large  when 
it  is  recollected  that  more  than  an  hundred  miles  of  the  route  was  through  a 
wilderness  country.  1 cannot  consent  to  close  this  communication  without 
being  permitted  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  the  chief  Netuchache  for 
his  prompt  and  hearty  co  operation  in  aid  of  the  collecting  and  removal  of 
his  people  to  the  west,  and  for  his  uniform  efficiency  in  furtherance  of  the 
views  of  the  Government  and  its  agents  touching  their  removal. 

With  high  regard. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  B.  EARLE. 

Col.  George  S.  Gaines, 

Superintendent  for  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 


Vineyard,  Washington  County,  A.  T., 

November  24,  1832. 

Sir:  The  first  Cherokee  emigrants  under  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  May^ 
1828,  supplied  themselves  with  provisions  during  the  first  year,  for  which 
Capt.  George  Vashon  paid  them,  by  draft  on  the  War  Department,  at  the 
rates  of  thirty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  each  person  who  supplied  him- 
self. 

A number  of  Cherokees  enrolled  during  the  present  year,  some  of  whom 
settled  near  the  western  boundary  line.  As  they,  or  some  of  them,  were 
wholly  destitute  of  means  to  subsist  on,  I furnished  several  with  their  sup- 
plies of  provisions  for  the  year,  took  their  receipts  for  the  same,  together  with 
a power  of  attorney  to  receive  payment  from  the  agent,  or  any  person  au- 
thorized to  pay  the  same,  estimating  each  personas  supplies  for  twelve  months 
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at  thirty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  amongst  the  number  was  one  slave  num- 
bered with  the  family  when  enrolled.  I did  not  apply  to  the  agent  imme- 
diately, (believing  that  the  account  would  be  paid  as  usual:)  in  the  mean 
time,  Lieut  Seawell  arrived  to  supply  the  late  emigrants  with  provisions.  I 
saw  him:  he  said  he  could  not  issue  to  any  person  save  the  emigrant  him- 
self, and  was  not  authorized  to  settle  any  such  accounts.  On  a second  inter- 
view, he  instructed  me  to  petition  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject,  that 
the  payment  of  some  such  claims  had  been  ordered  belonging  to  Duval  and 
Cams.  The  object  of  this  note  is  to  request  you  to  instruct  Capt.  Vashon 
to  pay  my  accounts,  provided  he  thinks  them  valid.  In  compliance,  you 
will  confer  a singular  favor  on  your 

Obedient  servant, 

L.  EVANS, 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Treasury  Department, 

Second  *.duditofs  Office,  May  17,  IS 33. 

Sir:  The  account  rendered  by  you  for  payments  and  advances  relative  to 
the  removal  of  the  Indians  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year,  has 
been  audited,  and  a balance  reported  against  you  of  twenty-six  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents,  differing  twenty-sevbn 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents  from  that  as- 
sumed by  you.  For  this  difference,  I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  annexed 
statement. 

I am,  with  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  EAKIN,  dieting  Auditor. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 

Difference  on  the  account  of  Gen.  George  Gibson,  Commissary  General 
of  Subsistence,  rendered  for  the  first  quarter  of  1833: 

Balance  per  official  statement,  - - - ^26,985  76 

Do.  claimed  per  account,  - - - - 175  SO 


Difference,  - - - - ^27,161  56 

Arising  thus:  requisition  No.  3,699,  4th  April,  1833,  not  no- 
ticed in  his  account,  - . - - - $26,861  56 

Voucher  No.  42,  received  from  George  Forsyth,  suspended 

until  the  money  advanced  is  accounted  for,  - - 300  00 


^27,161  56 

The  balance  on  the  books  of  this  office  stands  thus:  exchange 

of  lands,  &c.  -----  300  00 

Removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  - - ^26,685  76 


1526,985  76 


84 
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Gainesville,  May  15,  1833. 

Sir:  I enclose  to  you  articles  of  agreement  between  Government  and  in- 
dividuals employed  in  removing  Capt.  Geo.  W,  Hawkins's,  Silas  D.  Fish- 
er’s, and  Col.  Joel  H.  Nail’s  parties  emigrant  Choctaws  from  Ecor  de  Fa- 
bre,  A.  T.,  to  the  new  Choctaw  country. 

These  articles  were  put  into  my  hands  by  Capt.  Sam.  T.  Cross,  special 
agent  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  with  instructions  to  enrol 
the  wagons  as  fast  as  they  arrived  at  the  encampment.  He  afterwards  in- 
structed me  to  proceed  with  Col.  Joel  H.  Nail’s  party  to  the  new  Chickasaw 
country,  and  then  report  to  Col.  Rector,  special  agent,  &c.,  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river.  When  I arrived  at  Clear  creek,  in  the  new  Choctaw  nation, 
there  was  no  agent  there  to  settle  with  the  wagoners:  consequently,  I dis- 
charged them  on  the  30th  of  December,  1832,  with  certificates  for  the 
amount  due  them  after  deducting  the  amount  due  Byrd  and  Belding,  con- 
tractors for  furnishing  the  teams — see  article  filed,  John  McClinton  and  Wm. 
Tremble.  When  I returned,  by  the  way  of  Little  Rock,  I handed  the  en- 
closed articles  to  Capt.  Brown,  superintendent  of  removal  and  subsistence  of 
Indians  west  of  Mississippi;  but  when  I left  he  returned  them,  and  told  me 
to  keep  them  until  called  upon  for  them.  I have  concluded  to  forward  them 
to  you. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  EVERITT. 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  Washington, 


Waholock,  Ala.,  Sept.  26,  1833. 

Sir:  Early  in  the  spring  of  1832,  I handed  Mr.  Gaines  an  account  cur- 
rent and  vouchers  showing  a balance  of  ninety-one  dollars  and  twenty-two 
and  a half  cents  due  me  for  services,  &c.,  in  the  removal  and  subsistence 
of  Indians,  commencing  6th  November,  1831,  and  ending  29th  February, 
1832,  inclusive,  which  papers  he  soon  after  informed  me  he  had  transmitted 
to  you.  Please  send  me  the  balance  due  soon.  Address  me,  care  of  F.  S. 
Lyon,  esq.,  Demopolis,  Alabama. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  EVERITT. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.^  Washington  City. 


' Little  Rock,  October  31,  1831. 

Sir:  Although  we  have  not  seen  each  other  since  we  parted,  after  the 
Seminole  campaign,  I have  no  doubt  you  recollect  the  young  man  who  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  private  secretary  to  the  commanding  general,  now  our 
venerable  Chief  Magistrate.  I was  then  taught  to  respect  you  from  the 
confidence  reposed,  and  the  warm  friendship  expressed  for  you,  by  the 
President. 

I take  the  liberty  of  using  my  acquaintance  with  you  for  the  purpose  of 
soliciting  of  you  the  confirmation  of  an  appointment  conferred  upon  my 
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brother.  Dr.  John  T.  Fultonj  by  Captain  Clark,  the  late  superintendent  of 
Indian  emigration.  It  was  somewhat  difficult  to  procure  enterprising  and 
confidential  young  men  at  this  point  who  were  qualified  for  the  service,  and 
to  be  relied  upon  as  special  agents  employed  to  conduct  and  subsist  the  emi- 
grating Indians.  In  the  hope  of  being  retained  as  one  of  the  special  emi- 
grating and  subsisting  agents,  my  brother  has  resigned  the  office  of  post- 
master at  this  place,  h^as  given  up  his  business  in  the  drug  line,  (in  which  he 
was  engaged,)  and  also  a respectable  practice  as  a physician.  I was  not 
satisfied  that  a temporary  appointment,  such  as  he  accepted  under  Captain 
Clark,  was  such  as  to  justify  him  in  throwing  himself  so  completely  out  of 
business  as  he  has  done;  but  he  was  desirous  to  be  employed  in  a moreactive 
and  constant  business,  was  dissatisfied  with  confinement,  and,  upon  assu- 
rances from  Captain  Clark,  (and,  I understood,  of  Captain  Brown  also,)  that 
they  would  solicit  his  retention  in  preference  to  any  other  person  who  might 
be  an  applicant,  he  is  now  in  the  ChocMw  nation  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ducting a part  of  that  tribe  to  their  newmpme  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Captain  Clark  informed  me,  previous  tUc  his  leaving  this  place,  that  it  was 
in  your  power  to  confer  upon  my  brother  such  an  appointment  as  would 
secure  him  the  situation  of  special  agent  as’long  as  the  business  of  removing 
the  Indian  tribes  would  continue.  It  is  therefore  for  the  purpose  of  soli- 
citing such  an  appointment  for  my  brother  that  I now  address  you;  and, 
believing  that  his  qualifications  are  equal  to  those  of  any  man,  I indulge 
the  hope  that  my  application  will  be  successful. 

For  information  as  to  my  brother’s  character  and  qualifications,  I refer 
you  to  our  delegate  to  Congress,  the  honorable  Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  who  is 
fully  acquainted  with  his  standing  in  this  country,  and  his  abilities  for 
business. 

I am,  most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  S.  FULTON. 

General  George  Gibson,  C,  G, 


Little  Rock,  Jul^  24,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  remitting,  herewith,  my  return  of  disbursements 
for  contingencies,  accompanied  with  an  account  current. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  T.  FULTON, 

Special  JlgH  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
To  Brigadier  General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Dwight,  A.  T.,  Jlug.lQ,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  9th ' 
July  last,  through  Captain  J.  Brown,  United  States’  army,  superintending  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  conferring  upon  me  the  appointment  of 
assistant  agent  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  accompanied  with 
a copy  of  the  regulations  concerning  the  removal  of  the  Indians. 
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In  tendering  my  acceptance  of  the  appointment,  allow  me  to  express  my 
grateful  acknowledgment  for  the  honor  conferred.  I was,  upon  the  recep- 
tion  of  your  letter  of  appointment,  on  the  eve  of  setting  out  from  Little 
Rocks  under  instructions  from  Captain  Brown,  to  examine  and  point  out  the 
repairs  necessary  to  be  made  upon  the  military  road  leading  from  Little 
Rock  to  Fort  Smith;  also,  to  enter  into  articles  of  agreement  with  the  own- 
ers of  the  different  ferries  and  bridges  on  the  aforesaid  route,  in  the  execution 
of  the  duties  of  which  I am  at  present  engaged. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHNT.  FULTON. 

General  Geokge  Gibson,  C.  G.  S\ 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Sepi.  25,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  communicating  to  your  department  the  departure 
of  Captain  J.  Brown,  U.  S.  A.,  on  the  20th  of  the  present  instant,  for  New 
Orleans.  Prior  to  his  leaving  he  confided  to  my  charge,  during  his  absence, 
the  duties  of  principal  disbursing  agent  at  this  place,  with  instructions  to 
advertise  proposals  for  contracts  to  subsist  the  emigrating  Choctaws  on  the 
probable  routes  they  will  take  in  travelling  to  their  new  country  upon  the 
west  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  copies  of  which  I herewith  transmit  to 
you.  In  the  publication  for  proposals,  you  perceive  I have  conformed  to 
the  rules  prescribed  in  the  regulations  concerning  Indian  removal. 

These  instructions  were  predicated  upon  information  received  by  letter  from 
special  agents  Wm.  and  F.  W.  Armstrong,  dated  2d  September,  Choctaw 
Agency,  and  Nashville,  from  which  the  following  are  extracts; 

The  3d  day  of  October  was  agreed  upon  in  council  by  Mushulatubbe’s 
district  as  the  day  of  rendezvous  near  the  Agency,  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty  miles  from  Memphis,  to  emigrate  west.  This  district  will  go  by  the 
way  of  Memphis;  and  shall  have  them  enrolled  in  companies,  and  on  their 
march  by  the  12th  or  15th  of  the  month,  and  be  at  Memphis  by  the  1st  of 
November.  There  will  be  two  parties  in  the  district:  the  number  when 
united  will  not  be  less  than  twenty-five  hundred.  Netuchache’s  district  have 
fixed  upon  the  1st  of  October  for  assembling  at ’Garland's  old  field,  about 
160  miles  from  Vicksburg,  to  which  point  they  will  go.  This  district  divided 
into  two  parties,  when  united  three  thousand  strong:  they  will  arrive  at 
Vicksburg  about  the  last  of  October.  The  annuity  will  be  paid  in  Leflore's 
district  upon  the  14th  September,  when  the  day  of  assembling  will  be  de- 
termined on.  The  number  supposed  to  emigrate  from  this  district  will  be 
about  3,000.  1 will,  however,  advise  you  after  the  14th  with  more  cer- 

tainty. I am  very  much  in  hopes  we  will  be  able  to  cross  the  Mississippi 
river  opposite  Memphis.  I have  advised  F.  W.  Armstrong,  at  Nashville, 
to  examine  the  routes.  Extracts  from  F.  W.  Armstrong's  letter:  <^My 
impression  is,  that  St.  Helena  will  be  the  place  for  the  reception  of  all  the 
Tombigbee  Indians,  near  Memphis,  and  the  southern  Indians,  from  Leflore's 
and  Nail's  district,  will  embark  at  Vicksburg,  and  be  delivered  to  us  at  the 
Post  of  Arkansas,  The  parties  will  then  meet  at  Mrs.  Black's;  and  those  in- 
tending to  settle  below  Towson,  on  the  Red  river,  will  pass  your  old  route 
by  the  Rock,  the  others  to  Fort  Smith,  and  cross  to  Boggy:  all  of  which  you 
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shall  immediately  be  advised  of  by  express  from  the  old  agency.  Even 
at  this  time  arrangements  may  be  made  with  safety  on  these  routes  for  for* 
age  to  a considerable  extent.^’ 

Your  letter  of  3d  September,  was  this  day  received. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  t;  FULTON, 
^Assistant  *Bgent  Choctaw  remomL 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

U.  G.  Washington  Cii^. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Sept.  27,  1S32. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  14th 
and  22d  August.  I have  advised  F.  W.  Armstrong  of  your  instructions 
holding  me  subject  to  his  orders.  I have  also  apprized  him  of  my  being  left 
in  charge  of  Captain  Brown’s  office  during  his  absence,  which  will  be  Ontil 
the  15th  or  20th  of  the  ensuing  month. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  T.  FULTON, 
nMssistant  ^gent  Choctaw  removal 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  Y.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T*,  October  10,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  herewith  transmitting  to  your  office  the  report 
of  Mr.  D.  Roser,  who  was  on^  the  14th  ultimo  instructed  to  visit  the  new 
Seneca  Agency,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  condition,  &c.,  of  the 
bad  of  Indians  recently  emigrated  to  that  country. 

I have  the  honor  to  b|, 

Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  T.  FULTON, 

Acting  Principal  Disbursing  ^gent  Choctaw  removals 
To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

O,  G,  S.j  Washington  City» 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  10,  1832. 

SiRi  I have  the  honor  of  herewith  transmitting  to  your  department  a 
copy  of  a communication  from  F.  ‘W.  Armstrong,  special  agent  Choctaw 
removal,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  on  which  he  has  presented  to  this  office  a 
complete  exhibition  of  his  plans  of  operation  in  the  removal  of  Choctaws 
west  of  the  Mississippi;  accompanying  which,  you  will  also  receive  copies 
of  requisitions,  together  with  a publication  for  proposals  for  furnishing  ra- 
tions. 
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For  the  purpose  of  fully  meeting  and  accomplishing  the  objects  of  the  re- 
quisition, I have,  without  delay,  despatched  Major  A,  L.  Langhorne  and 
William  P.  I?  ay  burn,  assistant  agents,  to  hire  the  wagons  and  teams  requir- 
ed. They  are  instructed  to  enter  into  articles  of  agreement  with  owners  of 
wagons  and  teams.  In  contracting  for  the  hire  of  wagons  and  teams.  Ma- 
jor F.  W.  Armstrong  thought  it  would  be  advisable,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, (the  period  of  active  operations  being  so  near  at  hand,  and  also  the 
time  for  engaging  being  short,)  to  offer  four  dollars  per  day,  and  subsistence 
for  driver  and  team. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  enclosed  advertisement,  together  with 
Major  F.  W.  Armstrong’s  letter,  will,  I presume,  afford  you  a satisfactory 
explanation  of  the  change  made  in  the  publication  of  the  23d  ultimo;  a copy 
oi  which  was  forwarded  to  your  office  enclosed  in  a letter  of  the  25th 
ultimo. 

I detailed,  on  the  10th  instant,  in  conformity  with  a requisition  from  F. 
W.  Armstrong,  seventeen  teamsters  under  charge  of  James  Pitcher,  wa- 
gon-master, to  make  the  repairs  necessary  upon  the  road  from  this  place  to 
Mrs.  Black’s;  which  duty  will  be  accomplished  by  the  20th  instant. 

The  repairs  deemed  necessary  on  the  road  from  this  place  to  Fort  Smith 
have  been  completed,  and  the  road  is  reported  to  be  one  of  a superior  char- 
acter for  a new  country. 

The  United  States’  wagons  and  teams  are  all  in  perfect  condition  for  In- 
dian transportation,  wagons  being  in  good  repair,  and  teams  in  fine  order. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  T.  FULTON, 

Acting  Principal  Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removal. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  N.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  October,  1832. 

Sir:  1 have  received  a communication  from  William  Armstrong,  super- 
intendent for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi, 
dated  17th  ultimo,  from  which  I am  autlibrized  to  consider  eight  thousand 
Indians  as  the  number  to  base  our  calculation  on  for  operations  on  this  side 
of  the  river. 

First  party,  Mushulatubbe,  2,500  certain,  probably  3,000.  Second  party, 
Netuchache,  3,000  certain.  Third  party,  Colonel  Leflore,  2,500  certain, 
probably  3,000.  With  respect  to  this  last  party,  my  brother  refers  to  me 
for  the  estimate,  as  being  better  acquainted  in  that  district  than  himself.  The 
uncertainty  of  Indian  movements,  however,  induces  me,  from  motives  of 
economy  to  the  Government,  to  calculate  for  seven  thousand  positively: 
should  the  number  be  more,  the  information  can  be  forwarded  from  the  east 
side,  in  time  to  meet  the  emergency.  This  course  I think  better  than  to 
have  employed  a number  of  teams  more  than  will  be  wanting;  and  have,  at 
the  same  time,  a larger  supply  of  provision  than  can  be  used. 

Having  travelled  through  the  Mississippi  swamp  in  the  wetest  as  also  in  the 
driest  season,  and  aided  by  your  reports  on  the  subject,  I have  taken  every 
pains  in  my  power  to  inform  myself  concerning  the  roads,  &c.,  leading  from 
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the  various  landings  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi.  One  fact  is  admitted 
by  the  most  interested  persons  living  on  the  routes,  which  is,  that  it  does 
not  require  the  Mississippi  river  to  be  high  to  make  the  swamp  entirely  im- 
passable for  wagons:  a day  of  heavy  rain  will  produce  this  result.  It  is, 
therefore,  too  uncertain  to  rest  our  operations  on.  The  post  of  Arkansas 
cannot  be  approached  at  a very  low  stage  of  water,  as  at  present,  by  common 
sized  steamboats;  and,  even  if  a landing  of  the  Indians  at  that  point  could  be 
made,  the  distance  to  Mr.  Blacks  would  be  seventy-five  miles,  and  the 
lower  part  of  the  road  almost  impassable  in  bad  weather. 

The  Wachita  route  from  Vicksburg  down  the  Mississippi,  up  Red  river, 
and  the  Wachita  to  Ecor  de  Fabre,  thence  by  land  to  their  country,  would, 
in  a proper  stage  of  water,  give  the  longest  water  and  the  shortest  land  route; 
but  the  uncertainty  of  this  route  at  this  season,  together  \vith  the  fact  that, 
should  we  attempt  it  and  ground,  great  suffering  and  difficulty  would  attach 
to  Indians  under  such  circumstances. 

From  my  own  observations,  the  information  of  others,  and  deliberation 
thereon,  I am  irresistibly  drawn  to  the  conclusion  that  the  only  certain 
landing  on  this  side,  that  will  justify  any  positive  arrangement,  will  be 
either  Rock  Row  or  Elk  Bluffs,  on  the  bank  of  White  river.  From  the 
mouth  of  White  river  to  Elk  Bluffs,  (the  highest  landing,)  there  is  only  two 
shallows:  the  lowest  near  the  mouth  of  Big  Creek,  which,  at  the  lowest 
stage  of  water,  has  seven  feet  of  water;  the  highest  is  near  and  a little 
below  Rock  Row,  which  has  five  feet  of  water.  The  river  is  free  from 
snags;  and  it  is  admitted  by  every  person  to  be  the  best  in  the  country  for 
navigation.  In  addition  to  the  reasons  given  in  favor  of  this  landing,  ow- 
ing to  the  advantages  of  navigation,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Rock  Row  is 
but  twenty-eight  miles  from  Mrs.  Black^s,  and  Elk  Bluffs  only  sixteen.  Here 
is  a saving  of  land  transportation  of  forty-seven  miles  by  landing  at  Rock 
Row,  or  fifty-nine  miles  by  landing  at  Elk  Bluffs,  instead  of  the  post  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

In  addition  to  the  several  reasons  here  given,  should  any  one  of  the  par- 
ties be  detained  at  the  landing  for  a longer  time  than  is  necessary  to  muster 
the  Indians  and  correct  the  muster-rolls,  the  landings  here  selected  are  peculi- 
arly fortunate  for  the  sobriety  and  easy  government  of  the  Indians,  because 
there  is  neither  town  or  settlement  near;  consequently  there  will  be  no 
temptation  for  dissipation. 

Supplies  of  any  kind  can  be  had  at  either  of  the  landings  named,  upon  as 
good  terms  as  at  any  other  place  in  the  country.  There  is  a rich  corn  set- 
tlement above,  at  the  mouth  of  Black  river,  known  by  the  name  of  Oil- 
trough  bottom,  wherd,  at  all  times,  this  article  can  be  had  cheap.  Beef  can 
be  procured  with  great  facility,  and  upon  good  terms,  50)  owing,  I pre- 
sume, to  those  persons  being  too  distant  from  the  Choctaw  country  to  have 
the  benefit  of  that  market  where  beef  is  of  course  in  great  demand. 

Accompanying  this  communication  you  will  receive  my  requisition  for 
the  supplies,  transportation,  &c. , necessary  to  remove  the  Indians  from  the 
landing  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  to  their  new  country.  I have 
been  as  particular  as  was  possible  for  me  to  be  in  your  absence:  could  you 
have  been  present,  your  knowledge  of  the  country,  of  the  advantages  and 
difficulties  that  attach  to  this  business,  would  have  been  beneficial  to  the 
public  interest,  affording  me,  at  the  same  time,  great  assistance  in  coming  to 
the  conclusion  proper  for  the  successful  termination  of  the  business  in 
which  we  are  all  engaged.  This  communication  will  be  handed  to  Doctor 
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Fulton,  who  is  now  in  charge  of  the  duties  of  your  office,  together  with  the 
enclosed  requisitions  upon  you,  in  conformity  with  the  special  instructions 
received  from  General  Gibson  under  dale  of  the  20th  July  last. 

Having  now  made  all  the  preparatory  arrangements  on  this  side  that 
are  necessary  for  me  personally  to  attend  to,  I will  return  to  the  east  side  to 
prepare  steamboats,  &c.,  for  transporting  the  Indians  from  the  east  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  to  the  established  landing  on  the  west  side. 

In  my  absence,  Major  Angus  L,  Langham,  who  is  my  assistant,  as  pro- 
vided for  in  the  printed  regulations,  will  act  as  superintendent  for  the  west 
side,  and  will,  if  necessary,  make  farther  calls  on  you  for  transportation  and 
supplies,  upon  being  informed  by  me,  after  getting  east,  should  a greater 
number  of  Indians  determine  to  migrate  than  is  here  estimated  for.  Dr. 
Fulton  will  remain  in  your  department  until  your  arrival,  after  which  he 
will  report  himself  to  Major  Langham.  In  the  mean  time,  to  facilitate  the 
fulfilling  of  the  requisitions  made  on  you.  Major  Langham  will  perform  in 
your  office  any  duties,  or  transact  any  business  under  the  directions  of  Dr. 
Fulton;  and  even  after  your  arrival,  should  the  public  interest,  in  your  opi- 
nion, require  their  aid,  they  will  both  obey  such  orders  as  you  may  give 
them,  for  the  purpose  of  making  all  things  ready  as  required  by  me,  for  the 
reception  of  the  Indians  in  the  manner  stated. 

After  the  most  mature  deliberation  and  calculation,  I am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  5th  of  November  will  be  the  time  for  the  arrival  of  the  Indians  at 
the  White  river  landing.  You  will  please,  therefore,  have  the  wagons  all 
at  that  point  between  the  5th  and  10th  of  the  month,  twenty  of  them  to  be 
ready  on  the  5th  to  take  up  the  march,  should  a party  of  one  thousand  get 
there  in  time.  We  calculate  organizing  them  into  parties  of  one  thousand 
for  each  conductor:  in  this  way  each  party  can  and  will  pass  bridges  and 
ferries  before  the  other  gets  up.  This  arrangement  will  prevent  a great  loss 
of  time. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

To  Capt.  Jacob  Brown,  Superintendent  west  Mississippi, 

Principal  Disbursing  Officer  luest  of  the  Mississippi  river. 


Little  Rock,  March  27,  1833. 

Dear  sir:  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  L.  Belding,  of  the  firm  of 
Byrd  & Belding,  merchants  of  our  country,  who  have  been  engaged  in  the 
business  of  furnishing  supplies  to  the  emigrating  Indians  for  some  years  past. 

Mr.  Belding,  I understand,  is  going  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  the  accounts  of  his  firm.  He  is  a man  of  respectability  and  standing 
in  this  country,  and  entirely  responsible  for  any  engagements  he  may  make. 

I take  the  liberty  of  solid tingi for  him  your  friendly  aid,  for  the  purpose 
of  forwarding  the  settlement  of  his  accounts. 

I am,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  WM.  S.  FULTON. 

Commissary  General  of  the  United  States^  armiji  Washington  City, 
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Choctaw  Agency,  Ocioher  8,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  21st  August,  reached  me  by  last  mail? 
and,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  1 have  given  it  my  earliest  atten- 
tion. 

You  require  of  me  an  explanation  as  to  the  purchase  of  twenty-five  beeves, 
which  were  bulked  and  issued  by  me.  If  my  understanding  be  correct,  the 
beeves  were  furnished  under  the  following  circumstance:  David  Borer,  under 
contract  with  Capt.  Brown,  was  to  furnish  a specific  number  of  rations  to 
the  emigrants  who  travelled  on  the  route  from  the  Post  of  Arkansas  to  Little 
Hock;  more  Choctaws  taking  steamboat  transportation  than  was  anticipated, 
necessarily  left  a surplus  quantity  of  beef  on  hand : this  I was  required  to 
have  bulked  for  the  convenience  of  transportation,  as  the  party  under  my 
charge  would  be  transported  by  steamboat.  These  beeves  were  paid  for  by 
Capt.  Brown,  under  the  aforesaid  contract. 

The  facts  in  regard  to  the  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  bushels  and  four 
gallons  of  corn,  purchased  from  Elijah  Butler,  v/ere  these:  I was  ordered 
by  Capt.  Brown,  to  purchase  a sulncient  quantity  of  corn  to  load  a public 
keel-boat  which  was  lying  at  Fort  Smithy  as  corn  could  be  procured  upon 
better  terms  there  than  in  the  neighborhood  of  Little  Rock:  this  corn  was 
intended  to  feed  the  United  States’  teams;  the  corn  was  paid  for  by  me,  but 
on  my  arrival  at  Little  Rock,  if  my  recollection  of  the  circumstance  be  cor- 
rect, Capt.  Brown  assumed  the  payment  of  cost  and  charges,  and  relieved 
me  from  the  transaction. 

Upon  an  examination  of  my  abstracts,  I find  Elijah  Butler’s  account  re* 
ceipted  for  the  corn  as  paid  by  me.  However,  I shall,  by  this  mail,  forward 
a copy  of  your  letter  to  Capt.  Brown,  who,  I presume,  will  be  enabled  to 
furnish  a more  satisfactory  explanation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully. 

Yours,  &c. 

JNO.  T.  FULTON, 
Assistant  agent  Choctaw  removal, 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  February  7,  1831. 

Sir:  We  have  concluded  that  you  would  expect  something  from  us  on  the 
subject  of  the  best  route,  in  our  opinions,  for  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw 
and  Chickasaw  Indians;  as  well  as  the  modes  by  which  they  could  be  re- 
moved agreeably  to  their  treaties,  at  the  least  expense  to  the  Govern- 
ment; and  it  was  our  intention  to  have  given  you  our  opinions  at  large 
on  that  subject,  in  our  promised  general  report,  after  our  return  home:  but 
believing  that  you  will  sooner  adopt  and  act  upon  some  plan  for  the  removal 
of  the  Choctaws,  we  have  thought  it  best  to  address  you  our  opinions  at 
once,  although  we  have  hardly  time  now  to  make  ourselves  well  understood. 

The  Choctaws,  we  believe,  will  generally  settle  on  Red  river  and  its 
waters,  and  were  the  obstructions  to  steamboat  navigation  in  that  river  re- 
moved, it  would  probably  be  the  cheapest  mode  of  removal,  to  carry  them 
in  steamboats  from  Vicksburg  down  the  Mississippi,  and  up  Red  river  to 
the  mouth  of  Kiamichi,  Boggy,  and  L’Eau  Bleu;  but  there  is  no  certainty, 
85 
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and  not  much  probability,  that  the  great  raft  obstructions  will  be  removed 
in  time.  From  the  lower  end  of  the  raft  to  the  mouth  of  Kiamichi,  or  Old 
Fort  Towson,  is  a distance  by  land  of  about  two  hundred  miies;  and  if  we 
add  to  this  the  average  distance  from  the  present  residences  of  the  Indians 
to  Vicksburg,  on  the  Mississippi,  (or  to  a shipping  point  on  the  Yazoo,) 
it  will  be  seen  that  wagons  alone,  or  wagons  and  barges,  will  necessarily 
have  to  be  used  in  aid  of  their  removal,  more  than  half  the  distance  from 
their  old  to  their  new  homes.  We  are  therefore  led  to  the  conclusion, 
that  wagons  throughout  will  be  decidedly  the  cheapest  conveyance,  and 
most  acceptable  and  profitable  to  the  emigrants.  Removed  by  the  aid  of 
wagons,  they  would  arrive  at  their  new  homes  in  the  month  of  November, 
in  time  to  build  their  cabins,  and  prepare  the  ground  for  crops  the  ensuing 
year,  and  be  enabled  to  support  themselves;  after  the  expiration  of  the  year 
the  Government  is  bound  to  support  them.  But  if  steamboats  should  be 
relied  upon  as  the  principal  means  of  conveyance,  the  removals  must  take 
place  in  the  latter  part  of  the  winter,  or  spring  season,  too  late  to  enable  the 
emigrants  to  prepare  their  grounds  for  crops  the  ensuing  cropping  season; 
and,  instead  of  providing  for  the  second  year  of  their  settlement,  they  will 
spend  the  first  year  idly,  and  will  not  only  want  for  provisions  the  second 
year,  but  will  have  contracted  habits  prejudicial  to  their  future  improvement. 

From  the  annexed  statement  of  the  supposed  expense  of  removing  five 
thousand  souls  by  the  aid  of  wagons  throughout  the  whole  journey,  from 
the  Old  Choctaw  nation  to  Old  Fort  Towson,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  expense 
will  not  much,  if  any,  exceed  ten  dollars  each.  We  may  have  erred  in  this 
estimate;  but  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  it  with  a confidence  that  it  will,  at 
least,  afford  you  some  aid  in  estimating  the  expense  of  removal  by  the  mode 
we  have  recommended. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  best  route,  we  have  not  all  the  information  we 
could  desire;  but  from  what  we  have,  we  consider  it  is  best  to  cross  the 
Mississippi  at  St.  Helena,  from  which  place  there  is  now  a road  in  use, 
passing  this  place  and  Washington,  to  Old  Fort  Towson.  A road  would 
have  to  be  opened  from  some  convenient  point  on  the  Robertson  road  (which 
passes  by  the  present  Choctaw  agency)  to  St.  Helena,  a distance  of  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  We  estimate  the  average  distance  from  their 
residences,  to  he  travelled  by  the  Choctaws,  to  the  Robertson  road — 


At  miles,  - . - - - - 70 

Thence  to  St.  Helena,  A.  T.  - - - - - 150 

Thence  to  Little  Rock,  A.  T.  - - - - - 100 

Thence  to  Washington,  A.  T.  - - - - 130 

And  thence  to  Old  Fort  Towson,  -----  100 


550 


We  would  respectfully  recommend,  that  arrangements  be  immediately 
ordered  for  the  removal  of  at  least  five  thousand,  on  the  above  described 
route,  so  as  the  outfit  may  be  all  i,n  readiness  before  the  1st  of  September 
next,  by  which  day  the  emigrants  should  commence  their  journey.  Con . 
tracts  should  be  entered  into  as  early  as  June,  with  persons  residing  on  the 
route,  for  the  delivery  of  two  hundred  bushels  of  corn  for  every  ten  miles 
of  road,  or  so  much  as  may  be  required  for  the  emigrants;  also  for  beef, 
ferriages,  &c.  The  disposition  manifested  by  persons  in  this  territory  with 
whom  we  have  had  dealings,  to  take  advantage  of  our  necessities,  convince 
us  that  it  is  very  important  that  the  contracts  be  made  as  early  as  June. 
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If  a deposit  of  twenty  thousand  rations  of  good  bacon,  or  salted  pork,  and 
sweet  flour,  were  immediately  made  at  each  of  the  following  places,  viz. 
Helena,  Little  Rock  and  Washington,  it  would  afibrd  an  agreeable  variety 
in  the  food  of  the  emigrants,  and  while  on  their  journey,  highly  beneficial 
to  their  healths. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

BENJ.  REYNOLDS, 
GEO.  S.  GAINES. 

Honorable  John  H.  Eaton, 

Secretary  of  JVar,  Washington* 


Demopolis,  Al.,  %htugust  3,  1831. 

Sir:  It  was  determined  by  your  predecessor,  at  the  treaty  held  with  the 
Choctaws,  at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  in  September  last,  to  send  a delegation 
of  from  nine  to  thirteen  Choctaws,  to  explore  the  new  country  west  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas;  and  I was  induced  by  his  earnest  solicitation,  joined 
to  that  of  my  friend  General  Cofiee,  to  accompany  the  delegation,  with  a 
view  of  efiecting,  if  possible,  conjointly  with  Colonel  Reynolds,  the  Chicka- 
saw agent,  an  arrangement  between  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians,  by 
which  the  latter  might  settle  on  the  lands  allotted  by  treaties  to  the  former. 

That  arduous  and  unpleasant  journey  was  performed  by  me  cheerfully, 
although  at  much  sacrifice  in  my  business;  and,  I am  sorry  to  remark,  that 
not  a word  in  reply  to  any  of  my  letters,  or  the  joint  report  made  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  from  Washington,  A.  T.,  by  Colonel  Reynolds  and  myself, 
has  been  received;  and,  my  object  in  addressing  you  this  letter,  is,  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  joint  report  above  mentioned,  and  my  letters  generally 
on  that  subject,  but  more  particularly  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  May  last, 
enclosing  my  accounts  for  the  outfit  and  travelling  expenses  of  the  delega- 
tion, so  far  as  the  same  could  then  be  made  out,  which  I hoped  would  have 
been  examined,  and  the  balance  due  me  on  it,  together  with  my  compensa- 
tion as  commissioner,  duly  remitted  to  me. 

The  balances  due  to  the  members  of  the  delegation,  I had  induced  them 
to  believe,  would  have  been  paid  shortly  after  their  return  home.  I have 
been  much  persecuted  for  these  balances,  and  have  made  considerable  ad- 
vances on  account  of  them  since  my  return  home,  to  such  as  found  their 
families  in  distress  for  provisions,  &c.  If  it  be  desired  that  I should  com- 
plete the  payments,  please  say  so,  and  furnish  me  with  the  means.  I very 
much  regret  that  any  delay  should  have  taken  place  in  the  payment  of  these 
small  balances. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  treaty,  I have  observed  that  the  pay  of  the 
members  of  the  delegation  is  limited  to  one  hundred  days;  but,  as  Colonel 
Reynolds  and  myself  believed  it  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  im- 
portant object  of  our  mission,  that  a thorough  examination  of  the  new  Choc- 
taw country  should  be  made,  to  efiect  which  about  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  days  were  consumed  by  the  delegation,  I think,  in  justice  to  them,  the 
whole  time  should  be  paid  for.  I was  authorized  to  promise  the  Chief  Ne- 
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tuchache  three  dollars  per  clay.  There  were  ten  members,  including  the 
chief. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  GAINES. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington, 

P.  S.  Believing  that  a speedy  removal  of  the  Choctaws,  and  in  a w^ay  to 
give  them  entire  satisfaction,  would  incline  many  of  the  Chickasaws  to  re- 
move also  and  settle  among  them,  and  hasten  the  desired  arrangement  be- 
tween the  two  tribes,  Colonel  Reynolds  and  myself  addressed  a letter  to  your 
predecessor  from  Little  Rock,  A.  ,T.,  recommending  the  route  by  Helena 
on  the  Mississippi,  and  Little  Rock.  This  route  I still  think  the  best  for 
those  going  from  the  northern  part  of  the  nation,  and  more  particularly  for 
families  intending  to  settle  on  the  Arkansas  or  Canadian  fork:  but,  on  more 
inquiry,  I am  now  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  open  a road 
from  the  Yazoo  settlements,  below  Leflore’s,  to  some  convenient  point  on 
the  Mississippi,  between  the  mouth  of  Arkansas  and  Vicksburg,  and  thence 
to  Washington,  A.  T.  The  Mississippi  sw’amp  is  so  wide  every  where,  as 
to  require  much  labor  to  make  a road  through  it  for  wagons  to  pass,  even  in 
the  fail  of  the  year;  and,  if  it  be  intended  to  remove  any  portion  of  the 
Choctaws  this  year,  (and  a great  number  are  now  in  readiness  to  go,)  I 
would  respectfully  suggest,  that  the  person  who  has  been  appointed  to  remove 
them  should  be  clothed  with  power  to  employ  persons  to  open  the  roads,  or, 
that  troops  be  detailed  immediately  for  that  duty.  Indeed,  the  person  su- 
perintending their  removal  should  be  very  discreet,  and  empowered  to  act 
as  circumstances  might  make  it  to  him  appear  necessary  for  the  interest  of 
the  Government,  and  for  the  comfortable  removal  of  the  Indians.  Otherwise, 
expensive  and  vexatious  delay  will  inevitably  ensue,  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  Government,  and  calculated  to  retard  the  emigration  of  the  Indians 
generally. 

Respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  GAINES. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  September  3,  1831, 

Sir:  1 have  duly  received  your  favour  of  the  13th  ultimo,  with  its  en- 
closures, and  hasten  to  reply  to  it. 

The  appointment  of  special  agent  of  the  War  Department  to  superintend 
the  collection  and  removal  of  the  Choctaw  Indians  as  far  as  the  west  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  enclosed  with  your  letter,  I have  been  induced  to 
accept,  with  no  small  degree  of  reluctance;  but  this  reluctance  will  not,  in 
the  least,  interfere  with  the  zealous  and  faithful  performance  of  the  public 
service  required  of  me,  to  the  best  of  my  judgmeflt  and  abilities. 

The  service  will  be  attended  with  great  difficulties;  but,  with  the  aid  of 
your  liberal  instructions,  and  ot  the  troops  stationed  on  the  Yazoo  river,  in 
opening  roads  through  the  Mississippi  swamp,  I hope  to  overcome  them,  so 
far,  at  least,  as  to  send  Captain  Clark  as  many  emigrants  about  the  1st  No- 
vember, as  he  can  move  to  their  new  country  before  the  winter  rains  render 
the  roads  difficult  to  pass  with  wT<gons  and  families. 
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I am  informed  that  Mingo  Mushulatubbe,  and  his  adherents^  have  decided 
to  emigrate  to  the  Arkansas  part  of  their  tract.  They,  I think,  should  col- 
lect at  the  Choctaw  Agency,  and  proceed  by  Memphis  or  Helena.  Those 
residing  in  the  southern  part  of  the  nation,  and  composing  mere  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  population,  desire  to  emigrate  to  the  Red  river  part  of  their 
tract,  and  insist  they  ought  to  cross  the  Mississippi  lower  down — per- 
haps below  the  mouth  of  Arkansas.  Intelligent  half-breeds,  who  have  tra- 
velled from  Leflore^s,  on  the  Yazoo,  through  the  swamp  to  a point  on 
the  Mississippi  below  the  mouth  of  Arkansas,  and  thence,  by  Washington, 
to  Old  Fort  Towson,  insist  that  they  ought  to  be  removed  by  that  route.  I 
will  despatch  an  express  to-day  to  Mr.  Colquhoun  at  Rankin,  Mississippi, 
and  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops,  said  to  be  stationed  there  or 
near  that  place,  requesting  the  latter  gentleman  to  have  the  two  routes  men- 
tioned examined  immediately, 'and  to  take  measures  for  opening  roads  and 
preparing  ferries,  for  wagons  to  pass  both,  as  soon  as  possible.  This,  you 
are  aware,  will  be  a considerable  work,  and  could  hardly  be  accomplished 
in  time  by  any  other  means  than  by  active  troops.  I should  think  that  a 
sufficient  force,  after  the  ground  for  the  road  shall  have  been  fixed  upon  and 
marked  out,  could  open  them  in  time  for  the  emigrants,  by  having  ten  days 
start  of  the  wagons.  Some  sawyers  and  carpenters  would  have  to  be  sent 
forward,  however,  to  build  ferryboats  at  one  or  more  deep  water-courses,  to 
be  found  on  the  lower  route,  in  the  Mississippi  swamp.  The  emigrants 
should,  if  practicable,  enter  the  Mississippi  swamp  by  the  15th  of  October; 
but  I shall  not  fix  upon  the  time  and  places  of  collecting  them  until  my  ex- 
press returns  from  Rankin  with  such  information  as  Mr.  Colquhoun  may 
be  able  to  give  me,  in  relation  to  the  roads  desired  to  be  opened  through  the 
Mississippi  swamp,  the  prospect  of  obtaining  wagons  and  subsistence  there, 
and  other  useful  information.  I shall  however  immediately  employ  two 
temporary  assistants  to  visit  the  principal  settlements  in  Mingo  Mushula- 
tubbe  and  Netuchache’s  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  disseminating  the  infor- 
mation contained  in  your  circular,  which  you  have  directed  me  to  address  to 
the  chiefs,  and  others;  and  to  ascertain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  the  number 
who  may  wish  to  emigrate  this  fall.  And  shall  charge  Mr.  Colquhoun  to 
have  the  like  service  performed  in  Colonel  Leflore’s  district,  without  loss 
of  time. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  the  Yazoo  river  would  perhaps  admit  of 
steamboats  ascending  as  high  up  as  Leflore’s,  and  that  the  emigrants  could 
be  carried  from  thence  in  steamboats  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  or, 
perhaps,  to  Old  Post  Arkansas:  but  I doubt  of  the  fact  of  the  Yazoo  being 
navigable,  during  the  fall  months,  for  steamboats.  It  has  been  further  sug- 
gested, that,  perhaps  it  would  be  better,  than  to  attempt  to  carry  them 
through  the  Mississippi  swamp,  to  take  them  in  wagons  down  to  Vicksburg, 
and  thence,  in  steamboats,  up  the  Mississippi  to  Point  Chicot,  or  Old  Post 
Arkansas. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  will  be  instructed  to  collect  and  forward  me  all  the  in- 
formation in  his  power  also,  upon  these  suggestions;  and  you  may  rely  upon 
my  adopting  the  route  and  mode  of  travelling  which,  in  my  judgment,  may 
be  the  least  expensive  to  the  Government  and  most  agreeable  to  the  emi- 
grants, in  conformity  to  the  late  treaty.  I incline  at  this  moment,  however, 
to  believe  that  the  roads  mentioned,  through  the  Mississippi  swamp,  ought 
to  be  opened  immediately,  in  any  event;  as,  even  should  the  Yazoo  be  found 
navigable  in  the  fall  months  for  steamboats,  which  I very  much  doubt,  the 
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roads  would,  notwithstanding,  be  indispensable  for  the  accommodation  of 
such  as  may  choose  to  go  their  own  way,  and  over  which  to  drive  their  stock 
and  ponies. 

So  soon  as  I obtain  the  necessary  information  to  enable  me  to  make  esti- 
mates of  the  probable  expenditures  for  removal  this  fall,  I will  make  and 
forward  the  same  to  you.  It  would  be  well  to  have  five  thousand  dollars 
placed  to  my  credit  in  the  office  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Mobile, 
and  a like  sum  in  the  State  Bank  of  Mississippi,  at  Natchez,  immediately; 
as  the  provisions  will  be  principally  purchased  from  Indians,  and  the  money 
must  be  paid  as  the  provisions  are  received. 

I shall  keep  you  constantly  advised  of  my  operations.  1 write  in  haste: 

And  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  GAINES. 


General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  <S.,  Washington  City. 


Demopolis,  Ala.,  September  3,  1831. 

Sir:  The  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence  has  transmitted  to  me  the 
appointment  of  ‘‘  Special  Agent  of  the  War  Department  to  superintend  the 
collection  of  the  emigrating  Choctaws,  and  their  removal  and  subsistence  to 
the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi.” 

Had  this  appointment  been  made  shortly  after  the  ratification  of  the  late 
treaty  with  the  Choctaws,  I should  have  accepted  it  with  pleasure;  as  then, 
I should  have  been  confident  that  the  ample  time  afforded  for  the  prepara- 
tion, would  have  ensured  a performance  of  the  duties  of  the  trust  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Indians  and  the  Government.  I need  not  conceal  from 
you,  sir,  that,  in  accepting  it  at  this  late  day,  I feel  a reluctance,  which  no- 
thing but  a sense  of  duty,  and  the  necessity  for  the  immediate  services  of  an 
authorized  agent  of  the  Government  in  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  would 
enable  me  to  overcome.  I am  sensible  of  the  great  importance  of  putting 
the  emigrants  in  motion,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  reach  their  new  country 
before  the  winter  sets  in;  and  am  aware  that  loss  would  accrue  to  the  Go- 
vernment, and  that  much  embarrassment  and  confusion  would  be  the  conse- 
quence of  delay  in  removing  a portion  of  the  Indians  this  fall.  I am  also 
sensible  that  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  Indians  would  be  consulted 
by  their  early  removal  and  settlement  beyond  the  reach  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  State  and  Territorial  Government. 

These  considerations  induce  me  to  forego  my  own  interest  and  inclina- 
tion, and  undertake  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  appointment.  I cannot, 
however,  promise  to  spend  more  than  two  months  of  my  time  in  the  woods 
this  fall,  as  I had,  under  a belief  that  the  Government  had  lost  sight  of  the 
intimation  given  the  Indians  at  the  late  treaty  by  your  predecessor,  that 
they  would  be  removed  under  my  superintendence,  made  engagements  to 
spend  the  ensuing  winter  in  Mobile.  I can,  however,  with  convenience 
spend  the  latter  part  of  the  next  summer  and  fall  in  this  service.  I hope 
that,  with  the  aid  of  the  troops  on  the  Yazoo  to  open  the  road  through  the 
Mississippi  swamp,  the  emigrants  desiring  to  go  this  fall  may  be  crossed 
over  the  Mississippi  early  in  November.  I would  respectfully  suggest  that 
orders  be  immediatefy  transmitted  to  the  commanding  officer  there  to  open 


679 


[ 512  ] 


such  roads  as  may  be  required.  I will  request  him  to-day,  by  express,  to 
have  the  Mississippi  swamp  examined  with  a view  to  a road  leading  from 
the  Choctaw  Agency  to  Helena,  and  from  the  neighborhood  of  Colonel 
Leflore’s,  on  the  Yazoo,  to  a point  on  the  Mississippi  near  or  below  the 
mouth  of  Arkansas.  You  are  aware  that  to  open  roads  through  the  Mississip- 
pi swamp  will  be  an  arduous  duty,  the  swamp  being  from  fifty  to  eighty  miles 
wide:  and  I know  of  no  means  of  opening  the  roads  except  by  the  aid  of  the 
troops.  There  is  no  time  to  be  lost;  and  I undertake  the  superintendence 
with  the  fullest  reliance  upon  the  most  liberal  support  from  the  War  De- 
partment. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  GAINES. 


Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  September  26,  1831. 

Sir:  From  the  reports  of  my  assistants,  I am  induced  to  believe  that  about 
six  thousand  Choctaws  are  in  readiness  to  emigrate  this  fall  under  the  charge 
of  the  agents  of  the  Government,  and  from  one  to  two  thousand  upon  the 
terms  offered  in  your  circular  of  the  12th  ultimo,  which  has  been  commu- 
nicated and  explained  to  all  the  principal  persons  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  is  of  opinion  that,  in  consequence  of  the  unusual  quantity 
of  rain  which  fell  in  July  and  August  last,  occasioning  unprecedented  sum- 
mer freshets  in  that  section  of  country,  the  Mississippi  swamp  will  not  be 
sufiiciently  dried  this  fall  to  enable  us  to  open  such  roads  through  it  as  could 
be  conveniently  travelled  with  wagons;  and  recommends  that  the  emigrants 
he  conducted  to  Vicksburg. 

I have  therefore  made  an  estimate  of  the  money  which  will  probably  be 
wanted  for  the  payment  of  the  necessary  wagon  hire,  forage,  and  rations  for 
six  thousand  emigrants  as  far  as  Vicksburg. 

I am  unable  at  present  to  form  any  opinion  of  the  amount  which  will  be 
required  to  transport  and  subsist  them  in  steamboats  to  the  Post  of  Arkan- 
sas, or  such  other  point  of  landing  as  may  be  determined  upon^  but  will 
write  you  as  soon  as  I am  informed  on  the  subject. 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  3d  instant,  I requested  that  five  thousand  dol- 
lars should  be  immediately  placed  to  my  credit,  as  superintendent  removal 
and  subsistence  of  the  emigrating  Choctaws,  in  the  office  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  at  Mobile,  and  a like  sum  in  the  State  Bank  of  Mississippi  at 
Natchez;  which  I trust  has  been  ordered,  as  the  15th  October  has  been  ap- 
pointed for  the  collection  pf  the  Indians  at  the  different  places  of  rendezvous; 
from  which  time  my  calls  for  money  will  be  heavy:  and  I request  that  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars  more  may,  in  like  manner,  be  placed  to  my  credit, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  in  each  of  the  abovementioned  banks,  to 
enable  me  to  meet  the  expenses  noticed  in  the  enclosed  estimate,  and  others 
which  may  occur. 

About  one  hundred  and  fifty  tents  will  be  required  for  the  safety  and 
comfort  of  the  aged  and  sickly  emigrants;  but  I hope  they  will  be  supplied 
from  the  United  States’  arsenal  at  Mount  Vernon,  or  from  Mobile  point,  to 
the  commanding  officers  of  which  posts  I have  written  for  them?  and,  if  dis- 
appointed, will  have  them  made. 
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Please  address  me  in  future  to  the  Choctaw  Agency,  Mississippi;  from 
which  place  my  letters  will  be  sent  me. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  GAINES, 

Sup’i  Tern'll  and  subsistence  of  Indians^ 
General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S» 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  7,  1831. 

Sir;  Your  letters  of  the  24th  August,  1st,  2d,  and  5th  September  last, 
have  been  duly  received,  and  are  now  before  me. 

You  will  have  noticed  from  my  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  that  well-found- 
ed doubts  are  entertained  by  Mr.  Colquhoun  of  the  practicability  of  con- 
structing a suitable  road  for  wagons  through  the  Mississippi  swamp  this  fall: 
but  I have  instructed  him  to  confer  with  Captain  Lewis  upon  the  subject, 
and  to  designate  the  point  on  the  Mississippi  river  at  which,  in  his  opinion, 
the  desired  road  for  the  use  of  the  emigrants  should  cross;  and  to  request 
Captain  Lewis  to  have  an  examination  made  of  the  ground,  with  a view  to 
the  opening  of  such  a road  from  some  convenient  point  on  the  Yazoo;  which 
ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  done  this  fall,  even  should  it  be  found  impracti- 
cable to  have  it  fit  for  use  in  time  for  those  going  this  year,  so  that  it  may 
be  ready  for  next  year’s  operations.  This  road  should  be  extended  across 
the  Mississippi  to  Washington,  Arkansas  Territory,  or  until  it  intersects 
some  public  road  leading  to  that  village.  By  the  time  Captain  Lewis  shall 
have  caused  to  be  made  the  examination  requested,  I shall  be  near  him,  and 
will  give  such  advice,  after  seeing  the  report  of  it  in  relation  to  the  work, 
as  I deem  promotive  of  the  public  interest. 

I have  just  returned  from  an  excursion  through  Netuchache’s  district 
(south  eastern),  and  a part  of  Mushulatubbe’s  (north  eastern.)  The  15th  of 
this  month  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Colquhoun,  in  council  with  the  chiefs, 
and,  as  I understand,  in  accordance  with  their  wishes,  for  the  collection  at 
the  different  places  of  rendezvous  of  such  of  the  emigrants  as  desired  to  be 
conveyed  to  their  new  country  this  fall.  As  that  period  approaches,  they 
begin  to  Imagine  themselves  unprepared  for  the  journey,  and  to  sue  for  a little 
more  time:  but  as  the  wagons  hired  for  the  use  of  these  two  districts  have 
been  ordered  to  meet  at  the  time  and  places  fixed  for  their  rendezvous,  and 
are  owned  by  persons  residing  near  their  border,  from  Columbus  on  the  Tom- 
bickbee  to  Pearl  river,  a distance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  no  other 
time  can  now  be  fixed  for  their  collection:  and  my  assistants  have  been  in- 
structed to  remain  among  them,  and  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  hasten 
them  to  the  appointed  places  of  rendezvous,  and  I hope  to  have  them  on  the 
march  before  the  25th  instant.  1 will  myself  be  constantly  among  them. 

Mr.  Colquhoun,  who  is  indeed  an  able  assistant,  and  who  has  collected 
much  information  in  relation  to  our  duties,  is  stationed  in  Leflore’s  district 
(western),  and  has  been  instructed  to  make  out  and  forward  direct  to  you, 
an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount  of  money  which  may,  in  his  opinion, 
be  wanted  for  payment  of  the  charter  of  steamboats  to  convey  the  emigrants 
from  Vicksburg,  where  I fear  that  we  shall  be  compelled  to  embark  them 
for  some  convenient  point  of  landing  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  a great 
distance  above,  and  for  subsisting  them  whtle  on  their  passage,  &c.,  which 
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money  I request  may  be  placed  to  my  credit  in  the  Bank  at  Vicksburg,  as 
early  as  practicable.  ' 

Mr.  Cross,  on  reaching  the  Choctaw  agency,  will  receive  my  orders  to 
join  and  assist  Mr.  Colquhoun  in  Leflore’s  district. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  has  been  instructed  to  correspond  with  Captain  Clark, 
and  keep  him  constantly  advised  of  our  movements  and  expectations  of  co- 
operation with  him,  in  the  great  work  confided  to  our  management.  • 

I am,  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  GAINES, 

Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
General  George  Gibson,  C,  G,  S. 


Choctaw  Agency,  October  27,  1831. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  advising  me  of  the  remittance  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  five  thousand  of  which  to  be  deposited  in  the  Branch  of 
the  United  States  Bank  at  Mobile,  and  five  thousand  in  the  State  Bank  of 
Mississippi,  at  Natchez,  to  my  credit,  has  been  duly  received. 

This  remittance  is  in  good  time:  and,  I trust  the  thirty  thousand  dollars 
requested  in  my  letter  of  the  26th  September,  upon  my  estimate  enclosed  in 
that  letter,  and  also  Captain  Colquhoun’s  requisition  for  the  subsistence  and 
conveyance  of  the  emigrants  from  Vicksburg  to  the  point  at  which  we  may 
land’ them  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  will  be  deposited  to  my 
credit  in  [the  banks  named;  and  that  I may  be  advised  thereof  in  time  to 
check  for  the  numerous  payments  which  I shall  soon  be  called  upon  to  make. 

Since  writing  you  on  the  7th  instant,  I have  been  constantly  employed  in 
riding  from  one  place  of  rendezvous  to  another  in  the  two  eastern  districts  of 
the  nation,  to  hasten  the  collection  of  the  emigrants,  to  direct  their  enrol- 
ment, and  to  hasten  their  march. 

Unlooked-for  difficulties  have  been  met,  and  I flatter  myself  overcome, 
which  had  grown  out  of  the  serious  political  excitement  prevailing  among 
the  Indians.  If  I am  not  greatl}^  deceived,  we  shall  remove  the  number  this 
fall,  at  least,  which  the  Government  desires  should  be  removed. 

In  the  soulheastern  district,  when  F passed  through  it  a few  days  ago,  the 
emigrants  were  collecting  handsomely,  and  I have  reason  to  believe,  that 
three  thousand  will  march  from  the  general  rendezvous,  near  the  Chicka- 
sawhay  river  in  two  or  three  days  from  this  time,  under  the  care  of  my  as^ 
sistant  there,  and  his  sub.  Very  few  will  remove  from  that  district  upon 
the  terms  oflered  in  your  circular. 

In  this  district  they  turnout  slowly;  although  great  pains  have  been  taken 
to  induce  them  to  meet  punctually,  we  have  not  succeeded;  and  those  at- 
tached to  the  chief  Mushulatubbe  are  but  just  coming  in.  About  eight  hun- 
dred of  this  party,  it  is  believed,  will  march  to  Memphis  (where  they  desire 
to  cross  the  Mississippi)  in  a few  days,  generally  under  the  charge  of  one  of 
my  assistants.  The  party  called  Folsom’s  party  have  generally  set  out  for 
Vicksburg;  about  six  hundred  under  the  care  of  my  assistants,  and  four  to 
five  hundred  upon  their  own  expenses. 

From  Captain  Colquhoun,  who  has  for  several  weeks  past  been  stationed 
in  the  western  district,  I have  to-day  received  favorable  accounts. 

I shall  proceed  from  this  place  immediately  to  the  rendezvous  in  the  soutfi- 
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eastern  district,  and  with  as  much  despatch  as  possible,  from  thence  to  Vicks- 
burg, to  which  place  please  write  me. 

I remain. 

With  great  respect,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GPO.  S.  GAINES, 

. Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Choctaws, 

General  GEonaE  Gibson,  C,  G.S, 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  December  22,  1831. 

Sir:  It  was  my  intention  to  have  written  you  from  Vicksburg  immedi- 
ately upon  sending  off  the  various  parlies  of  emigrants,  who  were  removed 
to  that  place  in  wagons,  to  be  embarked  in  steamboats  for  the  Arkansas  and 
Red  rivers;  but,  before  that  work  could  be  finished,  I was  attacked  with 
the  prevailing  influenza,  and  immediately  set  out  for  home,  by  steamboat; 
where  I arrived  two  days  ago,  and  have  not  sufficiently  recovered  to  attend 
to  the  making  up  and  transmitting  my  accounts,  or  to  write  you  in  much 
detail. 

About  two  thousand  emigrants  only  could  be  induced  to  move  from  the 
southeastern  district.  They  chose  to  be  conveyed  to  Vicksburg.  Nearly 
one  thousand  were  removed  from  the  western  district,  to  the  same  point, 
by  Captain  Colquhoun  and  Major  Cross,  after  encountering  much  delay  and 
difficulty;  and  about  one  thousand  have  been  removed  from  the  northwest- 
ern district — about  half  under  my  assistant  Thomas  McGee,  esquire,  ,to 
Memphis,  and  the  other  half  under  my  assistant,  Major  Norwood,  to  Vicks- 
burg. The  parties  taken  to  Vicksburg  arrived  there  principally  between 
the  15th  and  25th  ultimo;  and,  after  crossing  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi the  horses  and  oxen  belonging  to  them,  with  suitable  escorts,  se- 
lected by  themselves  from  their  own  people,  to  conduct  them  to  the  points 
of  their  intended  disembarkation.  The  Indians  were  embarked  on  four 
steamboats,  two  of  which  were  directed  to  proceed  up  to  the  Post  of  Arkan- 
sas, and,  if  practicable,  thence  to  Little  Rock,  having  on  board  about  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  souls:  and  the  other  two  were  directed  to  proceed 
down  to  Red  river;  thence  up  to  the  'mouth  of  Wachita,  thence  to  the  post 
of  Wachita,  and,  if  practicable,  thence  to  Cote  de  Fabre;  a point  on  that  river 
only  sixty  miles  from  Washington,  A.  T.,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  from 
Fort  Towson. 

My  assistant  who  accompanied  the  boats  up,  has  returned,  and  reported 
the  Arkansas  river  too  low  for  steamboats  to  proceed  higher  than  the  Post 
of  Arkansas,  where  the  emigrants  were  landed.  Their  horses  had  not  ar- 
rived. The  emigrants  from  Memphis  had  also  arrived  at  that  point,  having 
been  brought  down  by  Dr.  Fulton,  one  of  Captain  Brown’s  agents,  in  a 
steamboat,  to  the  mouth  of  White  river;  and  conve5^ed  thence  to  the  Post 
of  Arkansas,  by  one  of  the  steamboats  sent  from  Vicksburg.  I have  not 
y6t  heard  how  high  the  boats,  sent  down  to  Red  river,  were  enabled  to  as- 
cend that  river  and  the  Wachita,  but  from  their  not  having  sooner  returned,^ 
I trust  they  have  been  enabled  to  ascend  to  the  highest  point  mentioned. 

About  one  thousand,  desiring  to  remove  themselves,  have  been  furnished 
" with  commutation  tickets.  Some  of  these  had  crossed  the  Mississippi  at 
Memphis,  some  at  Point  Chicot,  and  some  at  Vicksburg;  but  the  greater 
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number  were  supposed  to  be  in  the  swamp,  near  Point  Chicot,  and,  I pre- 
sume, have  crossed  at  that  place  ere  now. 

I had  flattered  myself  that  more  would  have  chosen  to  remove  themselves, 
upon  their  own  resources,  and,  I think  it  probable,  that  about  one  thousand 
more,  may,  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  move  in  that  way;  should  the  late 
unusually  cold  weather  not  have  deterred  them  from  setting  out.  But,  not- 
withstanding the  facilities  afibrded  those  who  set  out  first,  in  the  payment 
of  all  ferriages,  and  in  provisions  issued  to  them  whenever  they  touch- 
ed any  of  our  issuing  points,  many  families,  after  travelling  several  days, 
found  themselves  unable  to  remove  without  our  aid,  and  petitioned  to  be 
received,  and  gave  up  their  tickets,  and  were  accordingly  received  by  us. 

The  assistants  appointed  by  me  have  all  been  discharged,  except  those 
who  accompanied  the  steamboats  to  Wachita.  Captain  Colquhoun,  when  I 
left  Vicksburg  on  the  8th  instant,  had  been  seriously  indisposed,  but  was 
convalescing.  He  will  remain  at  Vicksburg  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
provisions  to,  and  enrolling,  and  ticketing,  luch  other  parties  as  may  report 
themselves  desirous  to  remove  upon  their  own  resources,  before  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  this  winter  rises  so  high  as  to  prevent  their  passing  through 
the  swamp,  and  to  attend  generally  to  the  business  of  my  superintendency. 

Major  Cross  was  sent  with  the  care  of  the  emigrants  to  Wachita,  and  will 
probably  continue  with  them  until  their  arrival  at  Fort  Towson. 

It  was  found,  upon  experiment,  that  my  estimate  of  wagons,  necessary 
for  the  comfortable  removal  of  the  Choctaw  emigrants,  agreeably  to  the 
treaty,  was  erroneous — not  as  many  emigrants  could  be  allotted  to  a wagon 
as  I had  supposed.  This  item  in  the  expenses  of  removal  is  a very  serious 
one,  and  may  be  greatly  diminished  in  next  year’s  operations,  by  furnish- 
ing this  superintendency  with  sixty  good  ox  wagons  from  Cincinnati,  to  be 
delivered  at  Vicksburg  in  the  spring. 

The  necessary  oxen  can  be  furnished  when  required  for  service,  and 
twenty  of  these  wagons  may  be  advantageously  employed  in  each  district 
a month  previous  to  the  time  fixed  upon  for  their  march,  in  collecting  the 
emigrants  to  the  places  of  rendezvous.  The  hired  wagons  should  not  be 
called  upon  until  it  shall  have  been  ascertained  what  number  will  be  requir- 
ed. Experience  has  taught  us  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  engage- 
ments of  the  chiefs  and  captains,  to  assemble  any  considerable  number  of 
their  people  for  removal  by  any  fixed  time,  even  with  the  a^ctive  aid  of  the 
agents  of  the  Government.  ‘ 

The  troops  ordered  to  open  the  road  through  the  Mississippi  swamp  de- 
clined performing  that  duty,  and  have  doubtless  furnished  the  War  Depart- 
ment with  their  reasons  for  so  doing.  The  swamp,  during  the  whole  fall, 
was  unusually  wet,  and  which  would  have  rendered  it  difficult  to  have  con- 
structed a good  road  through  it.  Yet  the  road,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  have 
been  opened,  should  it  not  have  admitted  of  the  passage  of  wagons.  I 
fear  that  many  of  the  horses  and  oxen  of  the  emigrants  have  been  lost  in 
passing  through  the  swamp  for  want  of  a road. 

After  my  health  shall  have  been  restored,  and  my  accounts  rendered,  I 
will  give  you  my  views  fully  upon  the  improvements  which  my  late  expe- 
rience convinces  me  may  be  effected  in  future  removals. 

I have  labored  much  to  afford  the  greatest  comfort  to  the  emigrants  removed 
by  us  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  at  the  least  possible  expense;  and 
although  the  expense  has  exceeded  my  expectations,  I am  confident,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  first  removal  could  not  have  been  effected  for  less; 
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and  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  to  you  that  the  emigrants  were  highly 
pleased  with  the  treatment  received  from  my  assistants,  and  that  it  has  been 
such  as  to  do  honor  to  their  humanity  and  industry,  and  has  been  favorably 
communicated  by  them  in  numerous  letters  to  their  friends  remaining 

behind. 

The  excessively  cold  weather  which  set  in  about  the  period  of  their  pass- 
ing out  of  the  hands  of  my  assistants  into  those  of  the  agents  on  the  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  which  has  continued  ever  since,  I fear  will  dampen 
their  cheerfulness,  and  occasion  them  much  suffering.  But  I am  satisfied 
that  every  comfort  which  they  could  reasonably  expect,  will  be  afforded  them 
by  the  agent  now  conducting  them,  and  that  they  will  continue  to  express 
to  their  friends,  on  this  side,  their  gratitude  for  the  justice,  liberality,  and 
kindness  of  the  Government. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

« GEO.  S.  GAINES, 

Superintendent  removal  and  stibsistefice  of  Lidian^. 
Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Mobile,  Alabama,  Sih  March^  1832. 

Sir:  You  will  receive,  herewith,  the  accounts  of  my  assistant,  Thomas 
McGee,  esq. 

It  is  desirable  that  Messrs.  Wright  and  Ragsdale’s  accounts,  settled  by 
Captain  Colquhoun,  be  carefully  examined  immediately,  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  whether  the  sums  advanced  them  by  Major  Norwood  and  my« 
self  have  been 'duly  credited. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  GAINES, 

Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Mobile,  Alabama,  Sth  March,  1832. 
Sir:  You  will  receive,  enclosed  herewith,  the  accounts  of  my  assistant^ 
Dr.  J.  B.  Earle. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  GAINES, 

Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
General  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G.  S, 


Mobile,  Alabama,  Sth  March,  1832. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  the  accounts  of  my  assistant. 
Major  N.  Norwood:  and  remain, 

With  respect, 

. Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  GAINES, 

Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians^ 
Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 
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Mobile,  Alabama,  25/A  February ^ 1832. 

Sir:  I wrote  you  on  the  22d  December  last,  on  my  return  home  from 
Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  and  apprised  you  of  my  being  seriously  indisposed 
with  influenza,  from  which  I have  but  recently  recovered  sufficiently  to  at- 
tend to  business  and  forward  my  accounts.  They  have  been  made  up  to 
31st  December  last,  and  1 now  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  my 
account  current,  and  to  transmit  to  you,  by  the  same  mail,  the  abstracts  and 
vouchers,  therein  referred  to,  made  up  into  packages  and  numbered  as  in 
the  account  current. 

It  was  my  desire  that  all  the  gentlemen  engaged  with  me  in  the  collection, 
subsistence,  and  removal  of  the  Choctaws,  should  have  rendered  their  ac- 
counts to  me,  and  that  they  should  have  been  consolidated  and  presented  to 
you  in  such  form  as  to  have  given  you  a clear  view  of  the  expenses  of 
tramportatioiij  subsistence,  and  contingencies  attending  the  removal,  as 
well  of  each  party,  as  of  the  whole  number  removed.  But  Captain  Col- 
quhoun,  who  I consulted  on  the  subject,  thought  it  best  that  each  special 
agent  and  assistant  should  render  his  own  accounts  to  you  in  his  own  way, 
which  Cg,ptain  Cross  and  himself  have  done.  * . 

The  principal  assistants  appointed  by  me,  render  their  accounts  through 
me,  which,  with  my  own,  were  arranged  during  my  late  sickness,  and  which, 
I regret,  does  not  give  you  that  distinct  view  of  the  several  items  of  expen- 
ditures, on  account  of  the  several  parties  of  emigrants  collected  and  removed 
to  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  which  I desired  to  have  afforded  you. 
But  since  I cannot  make  them  what  I desired,  nor  greatly  improve  them, 
having  failed,  on  several  occasions  requiring  hurry,  to  take  separate  bills  and 
receipts  for  articles  purchased  of  the  same  person,  forming  parts  of  separate 
items  of  expenditures,  I have  concluded,  imperfect  as  they  are,  to  submit 
them  as  first  arranged. 

The  original  requisitions  upon  the  contractors  for  rations,  are  in  my  posses- 
sion, and  will  be  forwarded  if  required.  They  have  been  carefully  compared 
with  the  abstracts  of  rations  issued,  and  found  to  correspond. 

It  will  be  seen  that  I generally  made  all  payments  myself  when  present 
at  the  discharge  of  wagons,  or  at  places  where  money  was  payable,  not 
only  on  account  of  contracts  made  my  me,  but  those  made  by  either  of  the 
special  agents  or  my  assistants. 

In  the  hurry  to  discharge  the  wagons  employed  by  Capts.  Colquhoun  and 
Cross,  in  the  removal  of  the  party  from  the  Old  Queens,  I find  that  several 
receipts  for  money  paid  to  persons  who  did  not  write  their  names,  but  made 
their  marks,  have  no  witnesses,  except  the  initials  of  Captain  Cross,  who 
made  all  the  settlements.  These  receipts  having  been  entered  on  the  ab- 
stracts before  I noticed  their  deficiency,  are  forwarded,  but  I will,  as  soon  as 
Captain  Summerville,  the  wagon-master  attached  to  that  party,  returns, 
(having  accompanied  it  by  Captain  Cross’s  desire  to  Red  river,)  have  the 
duplicates  witnessed  by  him,  or  my  clerk,  Mr.  Bennet,  now  in  New  Or- 
leans, both  of  whom  assisted  in  the  payments,  and  forward  them  to  your 
office. 

I am  now  forwarding  to  Ecor  de-Fabre  on  the  Wachita,  and  to  Fort 
Smith  on  the  Arkansas,  a great  number  of  cooking  ^utensils  and  farming 
tools,  left  in  the  nation  by  the  emigrants,  which  we  could  not  conveniently 
haul  to  the  Mississippi  last  fall. 

I have  fixed  my  winter  residence  in  this  city,  and  will,  now  that  my 
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halth  is  restored,  at  the  first  leisure,  write  you  my  views  ot  th^  improve- 
ments which  may  be  made  in  the  removals  expected  to  be  made  this  year. 
I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  GAINES. 

Slip’ I of  removal  and  subsistence  Indians, 
To  General  George  Gibson,  C,  G.  S, 


At  Colonel  McPhersons,  Logan  county^  Ohio,  June  2,  1832. 

Sir:  I had  the  honor  to  receive  last  evening,  by  the  way  of  Lebanon, 
your  letter  of  appointment  and  instructions,  relative  to  the  emigration  of  the 
Ohio  Indians,  who  have  formed  treaties  with  the  Government  during  the 
past  year.  I shall  use  my  best  exertions  to  comply  with  your  instructions, 
and  to  conduct  the  emigration  in  such  manner  as  shall  consummate  the 
benevolent  intentigns  of  the  Government  towards  the  tribes  under  my 
charge. 

I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  Shawnees, 
of  Wapaughkonetta  and  Hog  creek,  and  the  Shawnees  and  Senecas,  of 
Lewistown,  I had  anticipated  that  part  of  your  instructions  which  re- 
lates to  a preparatory  visit  to  the  several  bands,  notifying  them  of  the  ratifi- 
cation of  their  treaties;  of  the  arrangements  in  train  for  their  removal;  and 
of  the  great  necessity,  on  their  part,  of  seconding  the  exertions  of  the  Go- 
vernment, by  getting  their  affairs  all  settled  as  soon  as  possible,  and  putting 
their  people  in  a state  of  readiness  to  take  up  their  line  of  march,  so  soon  as 
we  shall  be  able  to  complete  the  necessary  preparations.  I have  employed 
the  most  of  this  week  in  holding  interviews  with  their  principal  men;  and 
I have  the  gratification  to  say  that  they  are  all  highly  pleased  with  the  pros- 
pect before  them,  and  entirely  satisfied  with  their  treaties,  which  havp 
been  again  read  to  them,  and  fully  explained.  The  Shawnees  of  Wapaugh- 
konetta, in  the  presence  of  a large  concourse  of  citizens,  acknowledged 
that  they  had  been  deceived  by  Henry  Harvey,  and  other  mischievous  per- 
sons, who  had  misrepresented  the  provisions  of  their  treaty,  and  endeavoured 
to  mislead  their  minds  for  sinister  purposes.  They  were  particular  in 
saying  that  they  fully  understood  that  part  of  their  treaty,  which  grants 
them  a patent  in  fee  simple  for  100,000.  acres  of  the  lands,  set  apart  for 
them  by  the  treaty  made  with  their  brethren  of  Missouri,  by  Governor 
Clark,  in  November,  1825;  and  that  they  also  well  knew  that  they  can,  as 
they  please,  have  the  same  quantity  of  land  near  their  friends,  or  any 
where  else,  in  the  country  to  which  they  were  going.  John  Perry,  their 
principal  chief,  who  can  speak  good  English,  ivhen  he  will,  said  expressly 
that  he  did  not  consider  that  they  had  bought  their  own  land,  “ or  that  they 
had  bought  land  at  all,  by  ceding  their  reservation  in  Ohio.  He  con- 
sidered that  the  Government  had  made  them  present  of  the  tract  of  land 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  that  they  were  receiving  a fair  equivalent  for  their 
reservation  in  Ohio,  by  getting  the  principal  part  of  the  avails  of  it  when 
sold,  and  being  removed  and  subsisted  one  year  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States.^^  They  are,  I assure  you,  well  contented,  and  it  is  a matter  deeply  to 
be  regretted,  that  a mistaken  zeal  should  prompt  any  efibrts  in  Congress  to 
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give  them  any  additional  sum  of  money,  as  it  will  do  then  more  injury 
than  good,  and  lay  the  foundation  for  jealousies  and  complaints  on  the  part 
of  the  other  tribes,  who  \Vell  know  that  the  Shawnees  of  Wapaughkonetta, 
have  been  as  highly  favoured  as  any  Indians  in  Ohio,  and  that  their  treaty  is 
equally  advantageous  with  the  others.  Moreover,  sir,  the  Shawnees  of 
Lewistown  have  as  good  a claim  to  any  of  the  benefits  arising  from  the 
lands  west  of  the  Missouri,  as  those  of  the  Wapaughkonetta.  They  are 
“Shawnees  of  Ohio,^’  and  were  included  in  Governor  Clark’s  treaty;  and 
I am  confident  they  will  claim,  and  justly  too,  their  proper  })roportion  of 
any  monies  granted  on  account  of  that  treaty,  and  this  will  create  a strife  and 
quarrel  with  the  Indians  of  Wapaughkonetta. 

They  will  all  have  as  much  money  as  they  can  usefully  expend  under  the 
treaties  as  they  now  exist;  and  I very  much  fear  the  consequences  of  dis- 
turbing the  present  order  of  things  among  the  Ohio  tribes,  now  preparing 
to  migrate.  Colonel  McPherson,  whom  you  know  to  be  a man  of  long 
experience  in  Indian  affairs,  and  great  prudence  in  managing  Indians,  is 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  only  uncalled  for  and  unnecessary,  but 
would  be  extremely  unfortunate  if  Congress  should  make  any  addition 
whatever  to  the  Shawnee  treaty,  as  they  do  not  ask  for  it;  they  do  not  ex- 
pect it;  they  have  no  proper  necessity  for  it;  they  do  not  justly  owe  but 
about  iljOOO  in  the  aggregate  of  all  their  debts,  and  they  are  to  receive  this 
summer  iSl6,000,  ^13,000  for  their  improvements,  and  1^3,000  as  their 
perpetual  annuity, . beside  the  avails  of  their  chattel  property.  You  are 
w'^ell  aware,  sir,  that  Indians,  will  take  all  they  can  get,  and  some  of  them 
are  like  the  “ horse  leech,”  they  will  never  say  “it  is  enough,”  And  if 
the  Senecas  and  Ottawas  learn,  as  they  certainly  will,  if  it  occurs,  that  Go- 
vernment has  given  the  Shawnees  of  Wapaughkonetta  ^20,000,  or  any 
other  amount^  in  addition  to  the  stipulations  of  their  treaty,  they  will 
besiege  the  President  and  Congress  with  petitions  to  do  the  same  for  them; 
and,  if  not  granted,  will  become  jealous  and  unhappy,  and  possibly  refuse 
to  remove.  Such  is  the  opinion  of  Colonel  McPherson,  and  every  other 
sensible  and  candid  man  with  whom  I have  conversed  on  the  subject,  and  I 
feel  fully  convinced  of  its  correctness. 

I design  to  leave  here  in  the  morning  for  Maumee,  where  I expect  to 
meet  the  Ottawas  who  intend  to  emigrate  this  summer.  As  soon  as  I com- 
plete my  tour,  I shall,  as  you  request,  “report  to  the  department  a projet 
for  the  operations  of  the  season.”  Many  parts  of  the  printed  instructions, 
are  not,  I presume,  intended  to  apply  to  the  emigration  from  Ohio,  as  they 
are  not  applicable  to  the  situation  and  circumstances  of  our  Indians, 

Some  of  l\\Q  forms  too,  will  be  useless  to  us.  And  permit  me  to  request 
of  General  Gibson,  through  you,  that  he  will  have  a set  of  the  forms  filled 
up  and  sent  to  me,  as  I am  doubtfql  whether  1 can  correctly  understand 
them. 

I mentioned  to  the  Indians  in  council  that,  in  your  opinion,  it  would  be  far 
preferable  for  them  to  move  by  water;  I also,  urged  upon  them  the  necessity 
and  expediency  of  it  They  are  strongly  and  unanimously  averse  to  it. 
They  become  very  uneasy  on  the  subject;  and  said,  in  an  earnest  and  affect- 
ing manner,  that  they  hoped  their  old  friend,  Governor  Cass,  after  being  so 
kind  to  them  for  many  years,  would  not  now  force  them  to  travel  in  a way 
which  they  were  unaccustomed  to,  and  which  they  considered  not  only 
very  disagreeable  but  quite  dangerous.  They  were  fearful  some  of  their 
children  might  be  drowned,  and  that  all,  young  and  old,  would  be  in  danger 
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of  being  scalded  to  death,  ^^Uke  the  white  man  cleans  his  hog.’’  I would 
myself,  greatly  prefer  going  by  water;  but  I am  now  well  convinced  the 
Indians  will  not  consent  to  it  hy  nny  persuasions  we  can  use.  Besides, 
they  have  a great  many  horses  which  they  will  not  part  from  on  any  terms 
whatever.  Double  their  value  has  been  offered,  for  some  of  their  best 
ponies.  Indeed  they  intend  to  buy  more  horses;  and  I expect  that  at  least 
two-thirds  of  them  will  travel  on  horseback.  I have  told  them  they  must 
not  expect  me  to  furnish  them  with  any  grain;  but  I would  be  willing  to 
pay  for  pasturage  for  them,  whenever  it  could  be  conveniently  obtained  for 
the  sake  of  keeping  their  horses  from  straying  off,  and  creating  delay  on  the 
road.  With  this  they  were  satisfied,  provided  we  would  move  in  time  to 
take  the  benefit  of  the  range. 

Colonel  McPherson,  at  whose  house  I am  now  writing,  and  who  has  seen 
the  printed  instructions,  is  confident  the  ration  as  therein  established  will 
prove  insufficient  for  the  actual  necessities  of  the  Indians.  He  thinks  a 
pound  and  a half  of  flour,  and  a like  quantity  of  fresh  meat  or  one  pound 
of  salted,  would  be  as  little  as  we  shall  need.  He  says  that  during  the  war 
the  Indians  were  never  put  under  the  exact  allowance  of  a soldier.  The 
returns  were  always  made  for  single  rations,  but  the  Indians  drew  as  often 
as  they  wished.  When  I stated  to  the  Indians  from  recollection,  what  would 
constitute  their  daily  allowance,  they  were  not  satisfied. 

The  Colonel  also  thinks  a quart  of  corn,  when  that  article  is  used,  will 
prove  little  enough.  He  says  no  man  knaws  better  than  you  do,  the  ca~ 
pacity  of  the  Indian  stomach;  and  you  would  be  as  unwilling  as  he,  or 
any  other  man,  to  have  them  complaining  for  want  of  food  while  under  your 
charge.  I would  not  presume  to  dictate,  but  I am  strongly  persuaded  that 
the  present  ration^^ill  prove  too  little.  But  if  there  would  be  an  impro- 
priety in  changing  it  now,  so  far  as  applies  to  the  Ohio  Indians,  I see  no 
other  way  we  can  do  to  prevent  complaints,  except  to  enlarge  the  muster- 
roll.  On  many  occasions,  the  amount  of  meat  will  be  more  than  sufficient, 
where  game  is  plenty;  but  we  cannot  remedy  the  want  of  bread. 

I find  I shall  have  occasion  to  ask  for  several  explanations  of  the  printed 
instructions  in  a future  communication.  At  present  I will  only  request  you 
will  inform  me  how  I am  to  understand  the  exception  made  in  the  2d  sec- 
tion of  the  8th  article,  respecting  the  actual  transportation  and  sub- 
sistence” of  the  officers,  while  accompanying  a detachment  of  Indians.’^ 
Will  an  extra  wagon  be  allowed  for  their  baggage  and  necessary  stores,  and 
a specific  sum  per  day  in  lieu  of  rations  and  expenses?  Or  what  amount  will 
be  allowed,  and  how  is  it  to  be  drawn?  Is  the  sum  of  ten  cents  per  mile, 
while  returning,  exclusive  of  the  per  diem,  or  in  lieu  of  it?  Does  it  also 
apply  to  the  special  agent. 

I do  not  suppose  I shall  need  (except,  perhaps,  fora  very  short  time,)  an 
enrolling  agent,’’  nor  an  appraiser;”  but  an  issuing  commissary,  an  assist- 
ant issuing  commissary,  a wagon  master,  an  assistant  interpreter,  and  two 
or  three  pioneers  or  laborers  to  act  as  cooks,  &c.,  will,  it  seems  to  me  be  for 
each  detachment  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  officers  named  in  your  projet. 

I discover  I shall  have  much  writing  to  do  besides  my  occasional  orders 
to  the  respective  officers  employed,  (which  I intend  shall  all  be  in  writing 
and  copied;)  and,  as  you  will  not  gioe  me  a secretary,  I shall  be  compelled 
to  detail  some  officer  to  assist  me  in  this,  and  to  do  miscellaneous  duties. 

• However,  I will  have  occasion  to  speak  more  fully  on  this  subject  in  my 

general  plan  of  operations.”  Will  you  please  inform  me  at  what  stage  of 
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my  duties  I am  to  commence  reporting  to  General  Gibson,  and  have  the 
goodness  to  have  all  my  communications  directed  to  me,  at  <<  Lebanon^ 
until  otherwise  informed. 

I have  been  very  sick  for  two  weeks  before  I left  home,  and  my  health 
is  still  feeble.  Please  excuse  the  errors  of  this  hasty  letter. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  GARDINER. 

Plonorable  Lewis  Cass, 

Secr'etary  of  War. 


Lebanon,  Ohio,  June  20,  1832. 

Sik:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I have  just  returned  from  a pre- 
paratory visit  to  the  several  bands  of  Indians  within  this  State,  who  design 
to  emigrate  during  the  present  year  to  the  country  assigned  west  of  Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas,  according  to  the  stipulations  in  their  respective  treaties. 

I found  the  Indians  perfectly  peaceable,  quiet,  and  contented,  awaiting 
the  movements  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  their  emigration. 

They  are  all  highly  pleased  with  the  ratification  of  their  treaties,  and  only 
ask  the  faithful  fulfilment  of  the  covenants  made  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Some  of  them,  in  their  impatience  to  commence  their  exodus  to 
their  future  homes,  have  omitted  planting  corn,  and  sold  off  so  many  of  their 
hogs  and  cattle,  that  I am  fearful  they  will  scarcely  be  able  to  subsist  their 
families  until  the  period  when  I shall  be  authorized  to  issue  them  rations. 
I exhorted  them,  however,  to  the  practice  of  the  utmost  economy  and  pru- 
dence in  the  use  of  the  means  which  remained  for  their  support;  and  I 
made  it  a special  point  in  all  my  interviews  with  the  chiefs,  to  admonish 
them  to  avoid  the  contracting  of  any  new  debts,  and  to  restrain  their  young 
men  from  yielding  to  the  temptations  by  which  they  are  now  constantly 
beset  by  the  merchants  and  traders  around  them,  who,  finding  theTndians 
are  about  to  receive  large  sums  of  money,  offer  them  every  facility  for  in- 
volving themselves,  and  wasting  the  funds  which  are  designed  for  improve- 
ments in  their  new  country,  in  lieu  of  those  they  have  ceded  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Among  many  men  who  are  in  the  habit  of  trading  with  Indians,  cu- 
pidity usurps  indomitable  sway  over  every  feeling  of  moral  obligation,  and 
the  destructive  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  hapless  na- 
tive, to  render  him  more  easily  a prey  to  those  who  found  their  fortunes 
upon  his  misery  and  ruin.  I assure  you,  sir,  I have  used,  and  shall  continue 
to  use,  every  means  and  every  persuasive  in  my  power,  to  counteract  the 
destroying  influence  which  heartless  avarice  is  throwing  around  our  poor 
savages,  for  the.  purpose  of  filching  from  them  the  last  dollar  for  which  they 
have  sold  their  heritage  amongst  us,  and  the  graves  of  their  fathers.’^  All 
persons  engaged  with  me  in  the  emigration  will  be  required  to  second  my 
efforts  as  much  as  in  their  power,  and,  I am  not  without  hope,  if  we  cannot 
entirely  prevent  the  evil,  we  shall  be  able  to  mitigate  its  dreadful  conse- 
quences to  a considerable  extent. 

Apprehensions  were  entertained  that  the  influence  of  the  border  warfare, 
now  waging  in  the  north-western  exterior  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  might  be 
felt  among  some  of  the  Ohio  Indians.  I can  confidently  assure  you  that  no 
fears  are  necessary  on  that  subject. 
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Our  Indians,  with  a very  few  exceptions  among  the  Wyandotts  of  San- 
dusky, and  the  Ottawas  of  Maumee  bay,  are  sincerely  attached  to  the  Ame- 
rican Government,  and  would,  if  a contingency  called  for  it,  rally  under  our 
banner  against  any  other  tribes,  or  any  foreign  power  whatever.  Were  this 
not  the  case,  they  have  no  inducements  to  cast  off  their  allegiance  to  the 
United  States.  The  Shawnees  and  Senecas  are  mere  remnants  of  tribes 
once  numerous,  brave,  and  formidable,  and  their  weakness  and  poverty  ren- 
der hopeless  any  efforts  of  hostility  against  us.  In  their  own  imbecility  they 
find  their  safety  and  protection,  as  they  know  the  Government  considers 
them  as  mere  wards  and  orphan  children  of  the  forest,  requiring  and  re- 
ceiving the  constant  care  and  kindness  of  an  able  and  munificent  guardian. 
They  were  shielded  from  the  storm  during  the  last  war,  and  removed  by  the 
Government  from  their  exposed  situation  on  the  frontier,  into  the  more  set- 
tled parts  of  this  state,  for  safety  and  subsistence,  where  they  have  ever  since 
remained  protected  and  supported.  They  feel  a deep  sense  of  gratitude  for 
the  beneficent  guardianship  of  the  United  States,  and  they  would  be  among 
the  last  red  men  on  this  continent  to  raise  the  tomahawk  against  their  bene- 
factors. 

The  Secretary  ef  War  having  confided  to  my  discretion  the  choice  of  the 
route  to  be  pursued  in  the  emigration,  I have  conferred  with  the  several 
tribes  on  the  subject,  wishing  to  conform  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  letter 
of  their  treaties,  which  provides  that  they  shall  be  removed  ‘<in  a conve- 
nient and  comfortable  manner.  They  have  unanimously,  and  with  much 
solicitude,  requested  to  be  removed  by  land.  They  are  more  allied  to  their 
ancient  customs  than  any  other  people  upon  earth.  They  scarcely  ever 
change  a trail  when  once  made,  however  crooked  or  circuitous,  and  they 
now  wish  to  travel  ‘‘m  the  manner  of  their  fathers P They  know  no- 
thing about  steamboats.  They  do  not  wish  to  ^^move  by  firef  nor  to  be 
scalded  like  the  white  man  cleans  his  hog.^^  . Some  of  their  little  children 
might  be  drowned.  Their  native  modesty  revolts  at  the  use  of  the  only  con- 
venience on  board  a boat  to  obey  the  calls  of  nature.  They  have  many 
horses,  too,  from  which  they  could  not  be  induced  to  part  for  any  considera- 
tion whatever.  These,  and  many  other  arguments,  they  use,  in  the  most 
forcible  and  importunate  manner,  in  favor  of  selecting  the  route  by  land. 

I have,  therefore,  yielded  to  their  wishes,  and  promise  to  take  them  by 
that  route,  believing,  that  although  it  will  be  the  most  laborious,  tedious, 
and  protracted,  it  will  be  but  little,  if  any,  more  expensive,  and  that  it  would 
be  highly  injudicious  to  divide  them,  and  take  part  by  water  and  part  by 
land.  If  they  were  generally  willing  to  go  by  water,  still  some  must  go  by 
land  to  take  their  horses  through,  of  which  they  have  four  or  five  hundred, 
and  which  they  would  not  now  sell  for  any  price  whatever.  The  Senecas, 
who  removed  by  W’ater  last  year,  when  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  Miami 
canal,  at  Dayton,  w^ere  compelled,  from  necessity,  to  part  from  their  horses 
at  a most  shameless  sacrifice. 

I find  it  impossible  to  engage  wagons,  on  any  reasonable  terms,  except  by 
Jhe  day.  In  this  way  I can  procure  plenty  of  transportation  at  a fair  price; 
indeed  any  other  mode  would  be  productive  of  great  inconvenience,  and 
might  sometimes  lead  to  diflSculties  and  disputes  between  the  conductor  of  a 
detachment  and  his  teamsters.  I am  informed  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
procure  forage,  grain  particularly,  along  the  route  through  a part  of  Indiana 
and  the  whole  width  of  Illinois:  I have,  therefore,  thought  it  would  be  much 
the  best  to  make  use  of  ox  wagons  with  three  yoke  of  oxen  to  each.  The 
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range  along  the  route  will  probably  be  such,  in  most  cases,  that  the  oxen 
can  subsist  on  it  with  very  little  grain  and  salt.  Please  give  me  your  opi- 
nion on  this  head:  and  also,  state  what  is  to  be  the  understanding  relative 
to  the  return  of  the  teams.  Shall  they  be  allowed  half  price?  Or  at  what 
rate  are  they  to  be  paid  for  returning? 

I fear  I shall  frequently  be  obliged  to  go  some  miles  off  the  route  to  pro- 
cure provisions.  For  such  purposes  would  it  not  be  well  to  have  one  or  two 
horse  teams  for  each  detachment,  for  the  sake  of  expedition?  Through  Illi- 
nois, I am  told,  we  may  have  to  haul  corn  to  feed  the  Indians  fifty  or  sixty 
miles.  I can  probably  employ  some  of  the  Indians  and  theil-  horses  to  pack 
grain,  &c.,  which  would  be  still  more  expeditious. 

I have  apprized  the  Indians  that  they  must  not  expect  us  to  furnish  grain 
for  their  horses;  but  that  in  all  cases  where  it  could  be  obtained  I would  pay 
for  pasturage  for  them,  in  order  to  prevent  their  horses  from  straying  off 
and  creating  delay  on  the  march.  With  this  they  appear  satisfied. 

Provisions,  particularly  bread  stuffs ^ are  now  rapidly  on  the  rise,  and 
will  probably  continue  so  until  the  new  crop  is  placed  in  the  mills,  which 
will  be  too  late  for  us;  indeed  the  crop  itself  will  be  much  shorter  than  that 
of  last  year. 

With  such  a prospect  before  us,  and  the  season  approximating  when  we 
should  take  up  the  line  of  travel,  would  it  not  be  the  part  of  prudence  and 
economy  to  purchase  our  supplies  immediately,  and  deposite  them  along  the 
route,  wherever  it  can  be  done,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible?  The  impro- 
vidence and  failures  consequent  upon  a ivant  of  system  in  the  removal  of 
the  Senecas  of  Sandusky  last  year,  admonishes  me  that  I have  no  time  to 
spare  in  completing  my  preparations.  If  I could  purchase  now^  I am  con- 
fident I could  make  a saving  of  at  least  one  thousand  dollars,  in  what  must 
otherwise  be  our  unavoidable  expenditures  before  leaving  the  western  line  of 
the  State  of  Ohio.  If  /am  not  to  make  any  disbursements,  (and  I have  no 
desire  to  do  so,)  some  person  must  be  continually  with  me,  at  all  times  and 
places,  as  my  purchases,  though  comparatively  small,  will  be  multifarious^ 
and  must  be  made  ii\  a great  variety  of  places,  as  necessity  or  expediency 
may  require.  My  first  impression  was,  (and  it  is  confirmed  by  subsequent 
reflection  and  information,)  that  each  superintendent,  after  giving  the  most 
ample  and  unexceptionable  security,  should  disburse  his  own  necessary  fund% 
under  a strict  system  of  accountability;  but  the  Secretary  thought  otherwise, 
and  his  opinions  are  certainly  entitled  to  the  highest  respect,  aside  from  the 
authority  to  enforce  them:  yot,  I shall  be  much  mistaken  if  he  does  not  be- 
come convinced  that  his  plan  b this  particular  will  not  operate  as  much  like 
A?  as  he  anticipated.  Until  the  ‘^disbursing  officer’^  arrives,  fur- 
nished with  funds,  I can  do  but  little  towards  my  preparations.  Advertise- 
ments ought  to  be  published  by  this  time  for  procuring  both  transportation 
and  subsistence.  I have  been  obliged  to  feed  the  Indians,  as  I lately  passed 
among  them  and  held  councils,  from  my  own  private  funds. 

Being  yet  in  my  noviciate  in  this  b\isiness  of  emigration,  I am  not  certain^ 
that  I rightly  understand  the  manner  of  filling  up  the  several  forms  which., 
you  have  sent  for  our  observance.  It  appears,  by  the  forms  Nos.  4,  5,  6, 
and  some  others,  that  the  agent  disburses  for  transportation,  subsistence,  and 
contingencies:  yet,  the  1st  section  of  the  3d  article  of  the  printed  instruc- 
tions  says,  “all  the  disbursements  required  for  the  various  objects  connect- 
ed with  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  will  be  made  by  an  officer  of  the  army  f 
&c.  How  am  I to  understand  this  seeming  confliction?  Will  you  have  the 
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kindness  to  send  me  a set  of  the  forms,  Jilhd  out^  as  you  design  to  appljr 
them  to  the  Ohio  emigration? 

I would  be  glad,  also,  to  have  a definite  explanation  of  the  second  section 
of  the  eighth  article,  relative  to  what  is  to  be  understood  by  the  terms  ac- 
tual transportation  and  subsistence  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  emi- 
gration while  on  the  line  of  march.  Whether  they  are  to  be  furnished  by  the 
Government  with  horses  while  journeying,  or  paid  a specific  sum  per  day 
in  lieu  of  transportation?  And  whether  they  are  to  draw  rations,  or  be  al- 
lowed a specific  sum  per  day  in  lieu  of  subsistence? 

As  my  operations  progress  I will  not  fail  to  report  to  you  regularly,  from 
time  to  time  giving  information  on  all  subjects  connected  with  the  removal^ 
and  asking,  as  occasion  may  require,  for.  all  proper  advice  and  instruction. 
We  shall  need,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Russia  sheeting  for  tents,  as  provided 
in  the  treaties,  that  they  may  be  made  up  by  the  Indian  women  while  they 
are  now  idle.  The  blankets  also,  should  be  read}^  for  delivery  and  distribu- 
tion as  soon  as  practicable.  1 should  be  glad  to  learn  how  soon  they  may 
be  expected.  I wish  those  articles  sent  to  ‘‘  Bellefontaine,  Logan  county, 
Ohiod’ 

You  will  please  cause  all  communications  for  me  to  be  directed  to  Leba- 
non, Ohio,^^  until  otherwise  advised. 

With  very  great  respect  and  esteem, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  GARDINER, 
Special  Agent  and  SupU  Ohio  emigration. 
General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S, 


Logan  County,  Ohio,  June  3,  1832. 

Sir:  After  sealing  my  letter  to  you  last  night,  I recollected  that  I had 
strangely  omitted  to  mention  a subject  which  is  of  ciore  immediate  impor- 
tance than  any  thing  I had  to  communicate. 

The  chiefs  of  Wapaughkonetta  and  Lewistown,  unanimously,  and  in  the 
most  earnest  manner,  requested  that  the  Government  would  take  the  neces- 
sary measures  to  have  all  their  people  vaccinated  before  they  set  out  on  their 
journey.  I told  them  I would  immediately  apprize  you  of  their  wishes, 
and  believed  you  would  comply  with  them,  although  the  expense  would 
■fall  upon  the  Government,  as  nothing  would  be  left  undone  wdich  could  pro- 
mote their  comfort  and  safety. 

Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  give  me  some  instructions  on  this  subject 
as  soon  as  possible?  The  Indians  have  heard  all  about  the  prevalence  of  the 
smalhpox  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  they  could  not  be  induced  to  remove 
without  guarding  themselves  against  this  terrible  disease.  It  is  important  it 
should  be  commenced  soon,  so  as  not  to  form  a cause  of  delay  after  all  other 
things  are  ready  for  the  march.  1 will  attend  to  it  as  soon  as  possible  after 
receiving  your  orders.  Please  inform  me  what  compensation  I may  give  a 
physician,  and  how  I am  to  pay  him.  Indeed,  we  should  all  be^  highly 
gratified,  and  feel  ourselves  much  more  safe  in  the  long  and  tedious  journey 
before  us,  if  you  would  grant  us  a physician  to  accompany  the  Ohio  emi- 
grants to  the  country  of  their  destination.  Accidents  and  sickness  may  be- 
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fall  both  red  and  white  men;  and  it  seems  but  reasonable  that  Government 
should  make  a moderate  provision  to  preserve  the  health  of  those  in  its  era- 
ploy^  and  under  its  care,  on  the  present  occasion.  I believe  the  case  would 
not  be  without  many  precedents.  The  troops  of  the  Government,  while  sta- 
tionary or  on  a march,  are  never  left  without  a competent  surgeon.  In  the 
approaching  journey,  we  shall  be  as  defenceless  against  sickness  and  casualties 
as  the  public  soldiers  if  deprived  of  their  surgeon.  Be  so  good  as  to  inform 
me  if  this  request  can  be  properly  granted.  I presume  a respectable  and 
competent  physician  could  be  employed  for  three  dollars  per  day,  and  ex- 
penses borne;  or  perhaps  you  could  spare  us  a surgeon  from  the  roils  of  the 
army. 

On  the  subject  of  transportation,  your  instructions  do  not  say  whether  any 
or  what  compensation  will  be  allowed  for  the  wagons  and  teams  on  their 
return,  I have  consulted  with  some  of  our  most  experienced  men,  and  it  is 
the  universal  opinion  that  no  way  is  so  eligible,  or  will  be  more  economical, 
.as  to  employ  wagons  hy  the  day.  Indeed,  I think  it  would  be  difficult  to 
procure  them  in  any  other  way  in  Ohio,  without  giving  an  extravagant  price. 

I am  about  starting  to  visit  the  Otto  was.  I will  write  you  from  Mau- 
-mee. 

With  sentiments  of  sincere  esteem  and  respect, 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  GARDINER, 

Special  ,Mgent  and  Superintendent. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S.^I  have  received  but  one  copy  of  the  printed  instructions.  Ought 
I not  to  have  several  for  distribution  among  my  assistants? 

J.  B.  G. 


Lebanon,  Ohio,  June  2^,  1833. 

Sm:  Having  completed  a tour  among  the  several  bands  of  Indians  within 
this  State,  according  to  your  orders  of  the  17th  ultimo,  I proceed,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  further  directions  of  the  same  date,  to  offer  for  your  con- 
sideration a projet  for  the  operations  of  the  season, preparatory  to  the 
removal  of  the  Shawnees,  Senecas,  and  Ottowas,  to  the  lands  assigned  them 
west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  in  conformity  with  the  treaties  made  with 
them  during  the  past  year. 

By  my  communication  to  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  of  the 
20th  instant,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Indians  within  Ohio  are  entirely  quiet, 
and  undisturbed  by  the  commotions  prevailing  among  some  hostile  tribes  oa 
the  northwestern  confines  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  They  are  gratified  that 
the  treaties  made  with  them  have  received  the  sanction  of  the  Government, 
and  they  patiently  await  their  consummation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States. 

^ By  the  same  communication,  you  will  perceive  that,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
discretion  confided  to  me  in  the  printed  instructions  of  the  department  of 
the  15th  ultimo,  I have  chosen  the  route  by  land  as  most  congenial  to  the 
habits  and  comforts  of  the  Indians,  and  probably  not  much,  if  any,  more 
expensive  to  the  Government  It  will  be  more  tedious  and  laborious,  but 
it  will  be  safe^  and  less  liable  to  sickness  and  casualties.  What  route,  bj 
land,  it  may  be  best  to  take  must  be  determined  by  future  examination. 
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Reports,  supposed  to  be  well  founded,  say  there  is  an  unusual  scarcity  of 
bread  stuffs  in  Indiana,  and  a much  greater  want  in  Illinois.  By  an  in- 
spection of  the  maps  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  I have  an  impression  that  we^ 
should  pass  through  the  counties  of  Wayne,  Rush,  Shelby,  Johnson,  Mor- 
gan, Owen,  Clay,  and  Sullivan,  in  Indiana;  and  Crawford,  Fayette,  Bond, 
Madison,  and  St.  Clair,  in  Illinois.  We  should  thus  leave  Indianapolis  about 
twenty-five  miles  to  the  right,  and  pass  directly  through  Vandalia  and  Ed- 
wardsville  to  St.  Louis.  I cannot  yet  inform  you  what  is  the  capacity  of 
the  country  along  this  route  for  furnishing  the  needed  supplies.  This  will 
be  more  important  to  us  than  the  state  of  the  roads.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  a personal  examination  and  inquiry  might  lead  to  the  selection  of  a 
route  more  eligible  for  our  purposes.  To  obtain  the  best  information  on 
this  subject,  I propose  to  send  some  judicious  person  attached  to  the  service 
through  Indiana  and  Illinois,  with  directions  to  go  and  return  by  different 
routes.  This  will  cost  nothing  more  than  his  actual  travelling  expenses: 
and  the  information  thus  acquired  will  be  of  the  liighest  importance  to  us  in 
guarding  against  a y<2^7^^^’e  q/’  supplies,  which  we  have  to  fear  more  than 
any  other  difficulty. 

In  Indiana,  I learn  there  is  a greater  scarcity  of  the  ordinary  means  of 
living  than  has  been  known  for  many  years.  The  injury  to  the  last  yearV 
crop  of  corn,  by  several  early  frosts,  and  the  tide  of  emigration  continually 
pouring  into  that  growing  State,  have  combined  to  produce  this  deficiency. 
Illinois  is  in  a worse  situation  than  Indiana.  In  addition  to  the  losses  by 
the  autumnal  frosts,  the  abandonment  of  farms,  in  consequence  of  the  alarms 
created  by  the  incursions  of  hostile  Indians,  and  the  withdrawing  a consi- 
derable portion  of  the  laboring  community  from  their  pursuits  to  repel  the 
invasion,  have  compelled  hundreds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  settlements 
to  remove  their  families  to  the  interior  of  the  State,  for  the  sheer  purpose 
of  avoiding  starvation!  Provisions  may  yet  be  had  at  fair  prices  in  Ohio, 
by  making  timely  contracts;  but  the  discouraging  appearance  of  our  crops 
of  wheat  and  corn,  has  already  created  alarm  among  the  holders  of  last 
3^ear’s  surplus,  and  grain  of  all  kinds  is  steadily  on  the  rise. 

As  one  means  of  avoiding  a deficiency  in  the  western  parts  of  Indiana, 
and  on  the  eastern  line  of  Illinois,  I propose  to  purchase  a considerable 
quantity  of  corn  and  pork  at  Cincinnati  and  Louisville,  and  send  it  by  water 
to  a town  on-  the  Wabash  called  Merom,  in  the  county  of  Sullivan,  through 
which*  we  shall  pass.  This  will  not  only  ensure  an  adequate  supply,  but 
produce  a large  saving.  Steamboats  ply  continually  between  Louisville 
and  Merom.  From  Merom  the  supplies  must  be  wagoned  east  and  west 
along  the  line,  as  our  necessities  may  require. 

The  plains  of  Lewistown,  in  Logan  county,  will  be  selected  for  the  ren- 
dezvous of  the  Senecas  and  Ottoways,  and,  probably,  for  theShawnees  also, 
as  it  will  be  most  convenient  for  the  detachments  to  prepare  at  and  start 
from  one  vicinity.  The  blankets  and  sheeting  for  tents  will  be  distributed 
there. 

The  Senecas,  under  Colonel  McPherson,  will  set  out  two  or  three  days 
ahead  of  the  Shawnees  of  Wapaughkonetta,  and  these  will  precede  the  Otto- 
ways the  same  length  of  time.  The  object  of  marching  the  detachments 
separately,  is  to  avoid  strifes  and  contentions  among  the  Indians  them- 
selves— to  keep  the  commands  of  each  detachment  as  independent  as  possi- 
ble from  that  of  another,  so  that  responsibility  and  censure  should  attach 
where  it  properly  belongs,  and  to  enable  each  conductor  to  draw  his  sup- 
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plies  and  regulate  his  teams  with  as  much  convenience  and  despatch  as 
practicable. 

It  is  important  that  the  Indians  should  be  enabled  to  settle  their  affairs 
and  pay  their  just  debts  as  soon  as  possible,  to  prevent  delays.  For  this 
purpose,  their  annuities  and  the  money  for  their  improvements  should  be 
paid  at  an  early  period.  I beg  leave  to  call  your  early  attention  to  this 
subject. 

On  the  subject  of  transportation^  I suggest,  for  the  reason  of  the  expect- 
ed scarcity  of  grain  on  the  route,  as  well  as  being  more  economical,  that 
ox  wagons  and  teams  be  generally  employed,  instead  of  horses.  Oxen  can 
subsist  on  grass  and  salt,  while  working  hard,  when  no  grain  is  attainable; 
and  horses  cannot^  for  any  length  of  time.  Three  yoke  to  each  wagon 
will  probably  be  necessary,  as  the  worst  of  roads  may  be  expected.  One 
or  two  horses  to  each  detachment  may  perhaps  be  of  use,  if  we  have  oc- 
casion to  send  them  off  the  road,  in  haste,  to  procure  supplies  in  case  of 
any  emergency. 

To  prevent  delays  of  the  teams,  and  disputes  and  misconduct  among  the 
drivers,  and,  also,  to  insure  the  proper  loading  of  the  wagons,  I suggest 
there  be  one  ivagonmaster  for  each  detachment,  to  be  paid  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  day,  according  to  the  suggestion  in  the  last  clause  but  one 
of  the  last  article  of  the  printed  instructions.  He  will  be  a useful  officer, 
and  should  be  a man  of  experience  and  judgment. 

In  issuing  rations,  much  care  must  be  taken  to  prevent  confusion,  mis- 
takes, and  wasteage.  The  taking  proper  charge  and  care  of  provisions  after 
purchase  and  before  issued,  is  also  very  necessary.  Keeping  cattle  safe, 
having  them  driven  to  convenient  points,  and  slaughtered  and  weighed  when 
necessary,  will  require  good  attention.  The  conductor  and  his  assistants, 
while  keeping  their  detachment  in  order,  and  superintending  the  encamp- 
ments, cannot  possibly  attend  to  the  foregoing  duties.  I therefore,  respect- 
fully, suggest  that  a commissary  be  furnished  for  each  detachment,  at  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  day,  and  that  he  have  an  assistant,  (which,  it 
seems  to  me  he  cannot  well  do  without,)  at  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
day.  This  will  insure  regularity  and  economy  in  the  issues,  as  well  as  safety 
in  the  preservation  of  provisions  after  purchase;  and  will,  moreover,  tend 
greatly  to  facilitate  the  progress  of  each  detachment. 

The  Indians  of  Lewistown,  being  a mixed  band  of  Shawnees  and  Senecas, 
there  must  be  a Seneca  as  well  as  a Shawnee  interpreter  for  that  detachment. 
There  is  but  one  competent  Seneca  interpreter  in  the  State,  and  I have  al- 
ready engaged  him.  He  lately  accompanied  the  Senecas  of  Sandusky  to 
St.  Louis. 

For  the  Shawnees  there  must  be  an  assistant  interpreter,  ns  they  are 
more  numerous  than  any  other  tribe,  and  the  division  of  them,  called  the 

Hog  creek  Indians,^^  do  not  always  harmonize  with  those  of  Wapaugh- 
konetta;  and  it  would,  I think,  be  quite  as  well  to  march  them  in  a separate 
detachment,  or  at  any  rate  to  keep  them  in  some  measure  separate  from 
the  latter. 

It  may  possibly  become  necessary  to  divide  the  Ottaways,  although  I da 
not  now  think  so.  Those  of  G-reat  and  Little  Anglaise  have  not,  for  many 
years,  associated  much  with  those  residing  on  the  Maumee;  and  it  may  be- 
that  local  antipathies,  so  common  among  small  bands  of  Indians,  may  exist 
between  them.  Of  this,  however,  you  shall  be  duly  advised  after  the  ren- 
dezvous. 
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At  least  four  laborers  will  be  required  for  each  detachment.  While 
making  preparation  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  more  than  that  number  may 
be  necessary  for  a few  days.  On  the  line  of  march  we  cannot  well  do  with- 
out hands  of  this  description.  There  are  many  menial,  yet  indispensable 
duties  of  the  camp.  Besides  these,  making  a raft  to  cross  a stream,  throw- 
ing a causeway  across  an  impassable  place  in  the  road,  erecting  temporary 
bridges,  procuring  fuel  while  crossing  the  prairies,  and  a hundred  other  duties 
will  occur,  of  the  necessity  of  which  your  own  experience  will  better  inform 
you  than  any  thing  I can  say.  I propose  that  such  laborers  be  allowed  one 
dollar  per  day,  and  one  ration,  while  on  the  journey,  and  five  cents  per 
anile  for  returning.  They  should  not  be  allowed  horses  nor  forage. 

I respectfully  repeat  what  I had  the  honor  to  suggest  in  my  communi- 
«ation  of  the  3d  inst.,  that  our  health  and  safety  will  certainly  require  a j)hy^ 
mcian  to  accompany  the  emigrants,  and  a small  assortment  of  medicines  and 
hospital  stores.  If  a surgeon  cannot  be  spared  from  the  army,  I think  a 
respectable  physician  can  be  obtained  in  this  State,  for  a reasonable  compen- 
sation, say  four  dollars  per  day  and  expenses.  It  seems  to  my  mind  a re- 
quest so  reasonable^  that  I need  use  no  argument  in  favor  of  its  allowance. 
The  Indians  themselves  anxiously  desire  that  a ^‘medicine  man’’  may  attend 
them.  The  vaccination,  already  asked  for,  an4  which  I feel  confident  you 
will  order,  may  not  be  perfect  in  ail  cases  before  we  start,  and  it  is  important 
that  it  should  be  fully  effected  before  the  Indians  are  settled  beyond  Missouri. 

To  obtain  a census  of  each  tribe,  and  prepare  such  a muster  roll  as  is 
required  by  section  12  of  article  4,  of  the  printed  instructions,  an  enroll^ 
in^  agenV^  will  be  employed  for  a few  days,  but  his  duties  will  cease 
before  we  set  out  upon  our  journey. 

An  appraiser who  may  also  be  the  auctioneer  of  such  chattel  property 
as  the  Indians  may  have  to  sell,  will  also  be  necessary  for  a few  days.  1 
recollect  that  the  sum  of  $300  was  put  into  the  estimate  to  pay  for  that 
service;  but  I think  that  less  than  one  third  of  that  amount  will  be  sufficient. 

I think  it  unnecessary  to  enter  the  names  of  such  officers  on  the  list  of 
nominations y herewith  forwarded;  but  as  their  duties  will  be  brief  and  tem- 
porary, I suggest  that  I be  authorized  to  employ  suitable  persons  for  the 
above  specific  purposes,  and  certify  their  accounts  to  the  disbursing  officer 
for  payment. 

In  assigning  specific  duties  to  each  person  employed  in  the  emigration,  it 
will  always  be  understood  he  is  to  perform  such  miscellaneous  duties  as  the 
public  service  may  from  time  to  time  require.  There  must  be  no  want  of  har- 
mony and  concert  of  action  amongst  us.  No  person  will  be  suspended  from 
employment,  unless  for  causes  that  materially  affect  his  usefulness,  and 
the  credibility  of  the  service;  nor  until  the  evidence  against  him  will 
admit  of  no  dispute.  When  such  causes  do  arise,  no  exemption  will  be 
made  on  any  account  whatever.  I shall  not  consider  it  my  duty,  upon  any 
occasion,  to  make  political  opinion  a recommendation,  nor  a bar,  to  employ- 
ment. Experience,  capacity,  probity  and  regular  habits,  will  be  considered 
the  only  qualifications  necessary  to  a faithful  discharge  of  official  duty. 

7o  bring  the  Ottoways  to  rendezvous  at  Lewistown,  w^e  shall  have  to  hire 
some  horses  for  a few  days,  as  there  is  no  wagon  road  from  the  Maumee 
and  Blanchard’s  fork,  except  by  Finlay,  and  that  is  utterly  impassable  for 
wagons.  Some  provisions  will  be  necessary  for  them  on  the  way;  but  the 
whole  expense  of  collecting  them  at  Lewistown  will  not  be  much,  although 
there  will  be  more  difficulty  te  get  them  together  than  either  of  the 
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other  tribes,  in  consequence  of  their  scattered  situation,  their  wandering 
habits,  and  the  misguided  eflforts  of  certain  deluded  or  mischievous  men,  to 
dissuade  them  from  emigrating. 

If  my  disbursing  officer  is  not  already  on  his  way  out,  I should  be  imme- 
diately authorised  to  purchase  and  forward  to  Lewistown  the  quantity  of 
rations  necessary  to  be  issued  during  the  time  the  Indians  are  collecting.  In 
tliat  quarter  of  the  state  the  provisions  are  high;  and,  indeed,  they  cannot  be 
obtained  in  sufficient  quantity  there  without  a dangerous  delay  and  uncer- 
tainty. It  would  be  more  economical,  as  well  as  more  expeditious,  to 
procure  the  supplies  further  south,  as  the  roads  are  good  to  Lewistown,  and 
there  would  be  no  danger  of  failure. 

On  consultation  with  Captain  Robb  and  Judge  Shelby,  I will  be  able  to 
determine  on  the  expediency  of  collecting  the  Shawnees  at  Wapaughkonetta, 
or  transferring  them  to  Lewistown,  and  will  advise  you  accordingly. 

I cannot  anticipate  any  impediments  which  will  prevent  us  from  setting 
out  early  in  August,  if  we  are  not  delayed  by  the  want  of  funds  y and  the 
non  arrival  of  the  blankets  and  sheeting. 

Permit  me  to  repeat,  that  the  payment  of  the  annuities  and  the  money 
for  improvements,  should  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  payment  of 
the  Wyandott  annuities,  and  the  money  for  the  land  and  improvements 
under  the  Wyandott  treaty,  should  be  delayed  until  all  the  payments  are 
made  to  the  emigrating  tribes.  By  the  15th  of  July  I hope  you  will  order 
the  Ottoways,  Senecas  and  Shawnees  to  be  paid.  Would  it  not  be  well  if 
you  would  immediately  communicate  with  the  Governor  of  Michigan,  rela- 
tive to  the  necessity  of  paying  the  Ottoways  by  the  time  above  mentioned? 
Colonel  Mcllvain  will  attend  to  the  payments  of  the  other  annuities,  when 
ordered. 

•4^  1 ^ intended  that  an  officer  of  the  army  shall  make  the  payments  pro- 
vided for  in  the  late  treaties?  If  so,  it  is  important  that  it  should  not  be 
delayed;  as,  according  to  the  treaties,  an  equitable  distribution  of  the  same 
IS  to  be  made  by  the  chiefs  among  the  individuals  of  the  tribes  entitled  to 
pay  for  improvements.  Knowing  how  tardy  the  Indians  are  in  adjusting 
*^^tters  among  themselves,  I took  the  precaution  to  warn  the  chiefs 
0 the  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  during  my  late  visit,  that  they  must  call  to 
heir  assistance  some  judicious  white  men,  and  have  the  apportionments 
a ready  by  the  time  the  money  arrived.  The  former  said  they  were 
now  ready,  and  the  latter  promised  to  attend  to  the  subject  in  proper  time. 

in  submitting  for  your  approval,  the  accompanying  list  of  nominations,  I 
^^re  you  I have  consulted  no  political  feelings,  nor  private  friendships. 
d^ciency  for  public  has  been  my  sole  aim.  I will  not  disguise 

the  fact,  that  two  of  the  Nominees  are  distant  relatives  of  my  wife.  But 
i know  them  to  be  men  of  irreproachable  characters,  of  business  habits,  and 
highly  adequate  to  the  duties  assigned  them.  They  are  natives  of  Ohio, 
and  have,  by  industry,  capacity,  and  moral  rectitude,  earned  for  themselves 
a reputation  which  has  secured  them  the  entire  confidence  and  respect  of  all 
who  know  them.  The  others  are  personally  known  to  me  as  men  of  inte- 
grity, experience,  and  honor,  and  altogether  competent  to  the  duties  assigned 
them.  Any  changes,  however,  you  may  think  proper  to  make,  shall  be 
promptly  effected.  Some  of  the  persons  named  I have  not  seen,  but  I be- 
lieve they  will  all  agree  to  serve,  if  confirmed  by  you. 

I shall  have  many  occasions  to  consult  the  advice  of  the  department,  in 
88 
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the  course  of  my  operations.  This  I shall  not  fail  to  do.  And  from  time 
to  time,  I will  spare  no  pains  to  communicate  all  impottant  facts  touching 
the  progress  of  emigration. 

Give  me  leave  to  ask  as  early  a reply  to  this  letter  as  your  convenience 
will  permit,  with  such  comments  and  alterations  as  you  r.\iay  think  proper 
to  suggest. 

I cannot  too  soon  receive  the  instructions  of  the  department,  as  to  the  kind 
of  wagons  and  teams  most  proper  to  be  employed  in  the  transportation. 
Persons  designing  to  engage  in  this  service,  should  have  as  much  time  as 
possibly  can  be  given,  to  prepare  their  wagons  and  teams,  which  must  all 
be  inspected  by  the  wagon-master  of  each  detachment,  before  accepted. 
With  sentiments  of  high  consideration  and  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  GARDINER, 

Special  Agent  and  Supt.jor  removal  of  Ohio  Indians* 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War, 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  July  5,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
Sd  instant,  on  the  subject  of  employing  the  steamboats  now  engaged  under 
the  direction  of  this  department,  in  improving  the  navigation  of  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  to  aid  in  the  removal  of  Indians  west  of  the  latter  river. 

A copy  of  your  letter  was  immediately  forwarded  to  Mr.  Shreeve,  the 
agent  having  charge  of  these  boats,  to  ascertain  if  they  can  be  available  at 
the  time,  and  for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned,  without  injury  to  the  public 
service.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Shreeve’s  report  is  received,  you  shall  be  advised 
of  it. 

Respectful!)^, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  GRATIOT. 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S, 


Lebanon,  0.,  July  13,  1832. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  5th  instant  is  received.  The  appointment  of  conduc- 
tors, &c.,  shall  be  made  as  directed. 

An  assistant  agent’^  not  having  been  yet  nominated,  I take  leave  ta 
name  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Major  Guy  W.  Pool,  as  a competent  and 
proper  person  for  that  appointment.  His  experience,  judgment,  and  effi- 
ciency will  be  of  value  to  the  service.  The  Senecas  go  to  land  adjoining 
the  Cherokees,  on  the  Arkansas.  The  other  two  tribes  to  a tract  on  the 
Missouri,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas.  I design  to  give  the  Senecas  in 
charge  to  the  assistant  agent,  and  ascend  the  Missouri  with  the  others  my- 
self. I am  told  we  cannot  ascend  the  Arkansas  far  in  the  fall.  In  this  case,^ 
the  Senecas  must  go  by  water  to  St.  Louis,  and  from  thence  by  land,  as  their 
brethren  have  done,  by  order  of  Governor  Clark. 

I respectfully  suggest  that  you  are  mistaken  in  the  last  clause  of  your 
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letter.  You  say,  ^Uhe  Indians  must  sell  their  chattels  Me The 
treaties  provide  otherwise.  The  Secretary  has  already  appointed  three  per-> 
sons  for  this  purpose,  and  they  have  reported  to  me. 

Lieutenant  Clay  has  not  yet  arrived  .. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  GARDINER, 

Special  Agent  and  SuperintendenL 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington^  July  31,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Shreeve,  the  agent  having, 
charge  of  the  operations  for  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  in  answer  to  your  letter  to  this  department,  of  the  2d  instant,  request- 
ing to  know  if  the  steamboats  under  Mr.  Shreeve’s  charge  can  be  employed 
about  the  1st  October,  to  aid  in  the  removal  of  Indians  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. You  will  perceive  by  his  letter,  that  the  small  steamboats  will  be 
employed  about  the  time  mentioned  in  your  letter,  on  the  Ohio,  but  that 
the  snag  boats,  Heliopolis  and  Archimedes,  which  are  much  better  suited  for 
the  purpose  for  which  you  wish  them,  than  the  small  boats  can  be  at  Mem- 
phis by  the  time,  and  can  be  employed  for  the  purpose  mentioned.  It  will 
be  necessary,  however,  before  Mr.  Shreeve  can  be  instructed  on  the  subject^ 
that  the  exact  time  when  the  Indians  will  be  assembled,  their  probable  num- 
ber, and  the  distance  w^hich  they  are  to  be  transported,  be  known  at  this 
department;  and  also,  whether  there  will  be  horses  or  stock  of  any  kind  to 
be  transported  with  the  Indians. 

Respectfully, 

C.  GRATIOT,  Chief  Engineer. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


(Copy  referred  to  by  General  Gratiot,) 

St.  Louis,  July  18,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the  3d  inst.^ 
enclosing  a copy  of  a letter  from  the  Gommissary  General  of  Subsistence,  re- 
lating to  the  employment  of  the  steamboats  belonging  to  the  Government,  and 
used  by  me  in  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers.  On  this  subject  I beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  the  1st  of  October  is 
the  time  when  the  steamboats  used  in  the  Ohio  river  will  be  more  closely 
engaged  in  that  service,  than  at  any  other  period  of  the  year. 

That  work  will  be  in  full  operation  about  the  15th  August,  and  will,  in 
all  probability,  continue  until  the  1st  of  December.  It  requires  about  six 
hundred  men  to  carry  that  work  on  to  advantage.  With  the  present  prepa- 
rations they  are  worked  at  quarrying,  loading  and  unloading  stone,  and  to  man 
the  steamboats  which  tow  tlie  stone  on  scows.  To  take  those  boats  out  of  the 
Ohio  at  that  time,  w’ould  consequently  put  a stop  to  the  whole  work,  and  be 
of  great  disadvantage  to  the  service.  However,  I beg  leave  to  inform  you,, 
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that  the  Heliopolis  and  Archimedes  are  much  better  calculated  to  transport 
Indians  from  Memphis  to  Helena,  or  White  river,  than  the  boats  used  on 
the  Ohio.  Their  decks  are  about  125  feet  long  and  62  in  width,  with  suf- 
ficient room  in  the  holds  to  stow  baggage,  stores,  &c.  Those  two  boats  can 
be  at  Memphis  at  any  time  they  may  be  required,  without  disadvantage  to 
any  part  of  the  work  except  that  in  which  these  two  boats  are  engaged,  and 
can  remove  the  Indians  to  any  point  on  the  Mississippi,  with  great  facility 
and  perfect  safety. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  SHREEVE, 

Superintendent,  fyc. 

Brigadier  General  Chas.  Gratiot, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Engineer  Department,  Washington, 

September  8,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  trans- 
mitting extracts  of  letters  from  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  Choctaw  agent 
west,  and  from  William  Armstrong,  esq  , special  agent  for  removal  of  Choc- 
taw Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I enclose,  herewith,  for  your  information,  a 
copy  of  the  instructions  issued  from  this  department  to  Captain  Shreeve,  on 
the  subject  to  which  the  extracts  above  alluded  to  refer. 

Respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  GRATIOT. 

Major  James  H.  Hook,  flcting  C,  G.  S. 

P.  S.  The  Heliopolis  and  Archimedes  are  the  only  boats  under  the  con- 
trol of  this  department,  which  can  be  detached  for  the  service  required  by 
your  department. 

C.  G. 


( Instructions  referred  to  by  General  Gratiot. ) 

Engineer  Department,  Washington, 

September  8,  1832. 

Sir:  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this,  you  will  direct  the  persons  hav- 
ing the  immediate  charge  of  the  two  snag  boats  Heliopolis  and  Archimedes,  to 
cause  them  to  be  at  Memphis  on  the  25th  October  next,  to  be  employed  in 
aiding  the  subsistence  department  in  the  removal  of  the  emigrating  Indians 
from  that  place  to  Helena  and  the  mouth  of  White  river;  provided  they  can 
be  so  employed  without  manifest  injury  to  the  improvements  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi,  at  which  they  are  at  present  engaged.  Should  the 
Indians  not  be  assembled  in  sufficient  number  to  keep  both  these  boats  en- 
gaged in  transporting  them  and  their  effects,  one  of  the  boats  will  be  occu- 
pied in  improving  the  navigation  between  Memphis  and  the  mouth  of  White 
xiver.  As  soon  as  these  boats  shall  no  longer  be  required  to  aid  in  the  re- 
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moval  of  the  Indians,  they  will  resume  their  former  operations  without  lo05 
of  time. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

(By  order)  C.  GRATIOT, 

Brigadier  GeneraL 


Henry  M.  Shreeve,  Esq., 

Superintendent,  fyc,  ^c.  Louisville,  Ky. 


Engineer  Department,  Washington, 

Septeinher  17, 1832. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  from  Captain  Delafield,  on  the  subject 
of  using  the  boats  now  employed  in  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers,  in  removing  the  emigrating  Indians,  is  respectfully  referred 
for  your  information.  By  it  you  will  perceive,  that  neither  of  the  boats 
can  be  detached  for  the  service  required  by  your  department,  without  injury 
to  the  public  service;  which  circumstance  renders  it  necessary  that  other 
means  of  transportation  be  procured.  In.  hopes  that  no  great  injury  may 
result  from  this  disappointment, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  GRATIOT. 

Major  J.  H.  Hook,  Ming  C,  G,  S. 


(Letter  referred  to  by  General  Gratiot. ) 

Louisville,  September  10,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  this  evening  read  a correspondence  between  Captain  Shreeve^ 
the  Indian  Agent  at  Nashville,  and  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 
by  request  of  Captain  Shreeve,  relating  to  the  steamboats  now  employed 
on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers;  by  v/hich  it  appears  that  both  the  In- 
dian agent  and  the  Commissary  General  calculate  to  effect  the  transportation 
of  some  eight  thousand  Indians  with  these  steamers  from  Memphis  and 
Vicksburg,  to  Helena,  or  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  and  have  made  application 
to  you  for  an  order,  authorizing  Captain  S.  to  send  the  boats  to  Memphis  on 
this  service.  Should  such  a disposition  be  made  of  either  the  snag  boats  or 
the  tow-boats  at  work  on  the  Ohio,  the  service  would  suffer  materially  on 
the  score  of  expense,  and  the  work  suspended  at  the  very  season  of  the 
year  when  they  can  work  advantageously.  It  must  be  borne  in  rt^ind,  that 
the  improvements  on  one  or  the  other  of  these  rivers  stop  instantly  on  the 
withdrawal  of  the  boats;  by  which  the  season  is  lost,  and  on  work  done 
under  the  appropriation  of  the  year.  It  seems  that  some  prompt  means  ou 
the  subject  "will  be  necessary,  as  the  agent  at  Nashville  has  made  no  provi- 
sion for  this  transportation,  other  than  calculating  upon  the  boats  in  Captain 
S.’s  employ. 

No  difficulty  can  arise  in  chartering  as  many  boats  as  may  be  required, 
and  by  far  better  calculated  than  those  belonging  to  the  Government. 
Large  boats  are  now  at  the  mouth  of  Cumberland,  Trinity,  St.  Louis,  and 
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Memphis;  at  either  of  which  places  they  could  be  chartered  for  this 
service. 

You  may  give  every  assurance  to  the  Commissary  General,  and  other  of- 
ficers charged  with  the  Indian  business,  that  better  boats  than  those  belong- 
ing to  the  Government  in  the  employ  under  Captain  S.  can  be  chartered 
on  fair  and  equitable  terms,  and  with  as  little  delay  as  would  arise  by 
transmitting  orders  to  the  commanders  of  the  United  States’  boats  on  the 
Mississippi.  I deem  it  of  considerable  importance  that  these  boats  should 
not  be  taken  from  the  river  improvements,  and  have,  therefore,  taken  the 
liberty  of  suggesting  the  means  of  preventing  it — Captain  S.’s  views  fully 
accord  with  mine  on  this  subject,  as  above  expressed. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

RICHARD  DELAFIELD, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Gratiot, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Pleasant  Plains,  Logan  County,  September  17,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  just  risen  from  a sick  bed,  to  which  I have  been  confined  for 
some  days  by  a severe  attack  of  fever.  I ama  still  very  feeble. 

I have  been  laboriously  and  indefatigably  engaged,  ever  since  I had  pow- 
er, to  prepare  for  operations  on  a land  route.  I have  encountered  and  sur- 
mounted many  embarrassments.  Many  yet  remain;  but  I hope  to  be  able 
to  remove  them  all  by  perseverance  and  firmness.  The  whites  are  ten 
times  worse  than  the  Indians,  in  creating  difficulties  and  exercising  the  most 
injurious  influence  apinst  our  measures. 

We  are  all  in  motion,  but  cannot  yet  proceed.  I selected  the  best  and 
cheapest  route  through  the  thickly  settled  parts  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois: the  whites  dissuade  the  Indians  from  it.  A refractory  spirit  pre- 
vails— it  shall  be  subdued.  We  will  move  in  the  course  of  this  week. 
The  Lewistown  band,  near  this  place,  were  to  start  this  day.  This  morn- 
ing the  wife  of  Colonel  McPherson  (their  conductor,)  died  suddenly,  in  an 
apoplectic  fit.  She  was  greatly  beloved  by  the  Indians,  having  been  rais- 
ed among  them.  Some  heartless  villains,  who  wish  the  Indians  to  remain 
longer,  for  the  sake  of  filching  the  few  dollars  they  have  just  received,  are 
trying  to  make  them  believe  vje  brought  the  cholera  here  and  hilled  her,^ 
and  will  kill  them  if  they  go.  Here  is  another  difficulty  of  a serious  na- 
ture, strange  and  ridiculous  as  it  may  appear  to  you.  But,  general,  we  will 
all  do  our  duty  faithfully.  The  Indians  shall  be  removed  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable, and  as  safely  and  economically  les  can  be  done  at  this  advanced  pe- 
riod of  the  season. 

I write  in  much  pain;  and  I should  not  now  write  at  all,  only  to  apolo- 
gise for  being  so  much  in  arrear  in  my  official  correspondence.  As  soon  as 
I can  get  the  tribes  started,  I will  procure  a good  cierk,  (without  which,  I 
assure  you  it  is  impossible  for  me,  now,  to  do  my  whole  duty;)  and  I will 
give  a full  and  satisfactory  detail  of  all  proceedings  connected  with  the  emi- 
gration. I am  happy  to  say  that  Lieutenant  Lane  acts  promptly  upon  my 
requisitions,  and  we  harmonize  perfectly  in  our  official  relations.  Please 
continue  my  address  to  Lebanon:  I do  not  know  that  I shall  be  there  again 
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^before  we  set  out;  but  my  family  will  know  where  to  forward  official  let- 
ters to  me  immediately. 

With  very  high  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  GARDINER, 
Special  %^gent  and  Superintendent, 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Pleasant  Plains,  Ohio,  September  18,  1832. 

Sir:  I wrote  you  a hasty  note  on  yesterday,  and  can  only  do  the  same 
to-day. 

I have  this  moment  returned  from  attending  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  McPher- 
son; the  lady  of  the  conductor  of  the  Lewistown  Indians.  I there  met 
with  Lieutenant  Lane,  who  wished  me  to  write  you,  immediately,  on  the 
subject  of  funds. 

Colonel  McPherson,  I believe,  in  consequence  of  his  great  affliction,  will 
resign  his  office  of  conductor.  1 must  take  charge  of  his  detachment 
self  to-morrow,  and  march  them  eight  or  ten  miles;  and  continue  until  I 
can  make  a suitable  pro  tern  appointment.  It  is  all  important  that  we 
should  break  up  the  rendezvous,  and  make  a move^  if  it  be  ever  so  short  a 
distance,  I am  compelled,  in  addition  to  my  proper  duties,  to  do  any 
thing  else  required  to  expedite  our  departure.  It  is,  therefore,  impracti- 
cable for  me,  with  no  clerk,  to  make  out  and  transmit  the  proper  estimates 
at  present;  but  they  shall  be  sent  in  a few  days.  In  the  mean  time,  I re- 
spectfully advise  that  funds  be  immediately  placed  to  the  credit  of  Lieuten- 
ant Lane,  in  Cincinnati — say  ^10,000.  We  have,  I trust,  past  our  heaviest 
expenditures. 

General,  I cannot,  with  any  credit  to  myself  or  the  service,  do  near  all 
my  writing,  and  attend  well  to  my  numerous  other  duties.  I beg  you  will 
give  me  permission  to  hire  one  at  a fair  compensation:  the  pay  for  instance, 
of  an  assistant  conductor. 

I shall  soon  discharge  two  or  three  supernumerary  interpreters^  and  eco- 
nomise every  expenditure  as  far  as  possible. 

Under  my  general  powers  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  I presume  I could 
employ  a clerk,  or  any  other  indispensable  assistance;  but,  sir,  I will,  on 
all  occasions,  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  my  necessities,  and  ask 
your  permission  to  relieve  them.  I wish  for  no  power  not  essential  to  the 
prompt  and  efficient  discharge  of  my  duties. 

In  great  haste, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  GARDINER, 

Special  Jigent  and  Superintendent, 

General  George  Gibson,  C,  G,  S. 


Richmond,  Indiana,  3c?  October y 1832. 

Sir;  I have  at  length  attempted,  amidst  bustle  and  tumult,  to  make  an 
estimate  of  expenditure,  from  the  19th  September,  the  day  of  our  depar- 
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ture,  to  the  31st  of  October,  by  which  time  I hope  we  shall  be  able  to  cross 
the  Mississippi.  Without  many  casualties  and  extreme  bad  health,  I think 
we  shall  come  within  the  estimate  by  a few  hundred  dollars.  We  shall  not 
exceed  it  certainly. 

Beyond  the  Mississippi,  I can  make  no  calculation,  on  which  1 dare  to 
depend. 

Before  I arrive  there,  however,  I am  in  hopes  to  be  able  to  continue  my 
estimates  to  the  Kensas,  for  the  Shawnees  and  Ottawas,  and  to  the  Neosho, 
for  the  Lewistovvn  detachment. 

The  Lewistown  Indians  are  now  about  forty  miles  ahead,  on  the  road  to 
Indianapolis,  and  doing  well.  The  Shawnee  and  Ottawa  detachments  pass- 
ed through  this  town  to-day,  and  my  room  has  been  crowded  with  them  a 
great  part  of  the  time.  Many  are  sick,  and  a great  many  obstinate  and  re-- 
fractory,  in  consequence  of  the  officious  interference  of  the  whites,  and  the 
beastly  use  of  ardent  spirits,  which  it  is  impossible  to  keep  from  them,  as 
we  pass  through  the  settlements. 

I shall  employ  to-morrow  in  making  out  my  other  reports  to  you,  which 
it  has  been  utterly  impossible  to  do  before. 

I still  think  we  shall  succeed  in  getting  through  before  the  severity  of 
winter  shall  iirrest  us.  But  the  labor  of  such  a task  is  inconceivable  to 
those  who  have  had  no  experience  in  managing  halt  civilized  and  dissolute 
Indians,  while  continually  beset  by  the  frauds  and  intrigues  of  abandoned 
whites.  In  haste,  &c. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  GARDINER, 
Special  Agent  and  Superintendent 

To  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  iS. 


Belleville,  Indiana, 

(Twenty  miles  west  of  Indianapolis  A October  8,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  several  detachments  of 
Ohio  emigrating  Indians,  under  my  care,  have  progressed  within  the  last 
week  with  less  difficulty  and  more  expedition  than  during  the  week  pre- 
ceding, while  passing  through  settlements  where  they  were  acquainted,  and 
where  it  was  found  impossible  to  prevent  them  f^om  obtaining  large  quan- 
tities of  spirituous  liquors.  Having  but  recently  received  payment  for  their 
improvements,  and  for  their  chattel  property,  almost  all  of  them  have  some 
money;  and  the  extreme  cupidity  of  many  unprincipled  whites,  in  the 
small  villages  through  which  we  have  been  compelled  to  pass,  has  been  such 
as  to  impose  serious  obstacles  to  our  operations,  and  cause  great  intemper- 
ance among  the  Indians.  We  are  now,  however,  getting  beyond  the  reach 
of  this  deleterious  influence;  and  I am  yet  strongly  in  hopes  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  cross  the  Mississippi,  at  St.  Louis,  or  above  it,  in  all  this  month. 
Reports  have  reached  us,  that  the  cholera  prevails  at  St.  Louis,  with  con- 
siderable malignity,  which  will  induce  me,  if  possible,  to  take  a route  fur- 
ther north.  The  mixed  band  of  Shawnees  and  Senecas,  which,  for  sake  of 
distinction,  we  call  the  Lewistown  detachment,  will  encamp  eight  or  ten 
miles  west  of  this  village  to-night 
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The  Ottawas  now  precede  the  Shawnees,  of  Wapaughkonetta,  in  con- 
sequence  of  the  indolence  and  dissipation  of  the  latter.  They  will  encamp 
in  this  immediate  neighborhood  this  evening.  The  Shawnees,  of  Wapaugh- 
konetta  are  expected  here  to-morrow  night  There  has  been  much  sickness 
among  them  and  a few  deaths^  mostl^children.  _ 

There  is  a small  band  of  sober^  industrious,  and  highly  meritorious  In- 
dians, called  the  Hog  creek  Shawnees^^^  about  forty-five  in  number,  who 
at  first  refused  to  start  this  fall,  solely  in  consequence  of  the  drunkenness 
and  quarrelsome  habits  of  their  brethren  of  Wapaughkonetta,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  whom  they  ceded  their  lands  to  the  Government,  in  the  same 
treaty.  They  have  their  own  wagons  and  learns,  and  ask  no  assistance  in 
their  transportation,  except  a few  sets  of  horse-gears,  two  or  three  wagon 
covers,  and  two  or  three  horses.  Some  days  after  the  departure  of  the 
Shawnees  of  Wapaughkonetta,  the  Hog  creek  people  agreed  to  migrate  this 
fall.  Captain  Robb,  the  conductor  of  the  Shawnee  detachment,  being  in 
bad  health,  and  entirely  unfit  for  active  duty,  was  sent  back  to  bring  on  the 
Hog  creek  band,  leisurely,  so  as  not  to  mix  with  the  others.  In  his  absence 
Judge  Shelby,  his  assistant,  and  a very  energetic  officer,  acts  as  conductor, 
which  has  compelled  me  to  employ  an  extra  assistant  conductor,  Mr.  De 
Witt  Merrit,  (who  assisted  Captain  Brish  in  conducting,  the  Senecas,  of 
Sandusky,  to  the  Neosho  last  year,)  is  thus  employed,  for  the  pre- 
sent His  experience  and  untiring  industry,  render  him,  beyond  com- 
parison, the  most  efficient  man  in  the  detachment.  His  services  appear  in- 
dispensable to  the  progress  of  the  Shawnees,  wffio  are  by  far  more  trouble- 
some and  difficult  to  manage,  than  both  the  other  detachments  together. 
Major  Pool,  the  assistant  agent,  a most  valuable  and  persevering  man,  is 
compelled  to  remain  in  the  rear,  to  assist  in  governing  the  Shawnees,  as 
well  as  to  supply  my  place  in  obtaining  any  needed -articles,  while  I am  in 
advance  on  the  line. 

We  dare  not  stop,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  if  it  be  possible  to  travel. 
Delay  would  be  death  to  our  prospect  of  getting  through  this  year.  To  re- 
main on  the  road  during  the  winter,  would  entail  great  expense  upon  the 
Government,  and  suffering  upon  the  Indians.  The  Shawnees,  if  permitted, 
or  if  able  to  defeat  our  plans,  by  either  stratagem  or  mutiny,  would  gladly 
halt  anp  where,  and  frolic  and  hunt  until  spring.  Their  chiefs,  with  a soli- 
tary exception,  are  utterly  regardless  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Go- 
vernment, and  equally  so  of  the  interest  and  welfare  of  their  own  people. 

Since  the  autumnal  equinox,  the  weather  has  been  very  inclement  most  of 
the  time.  The  roads  are  extremely  bad.  At  Richmond  we  changed  the 
transportation  from  ligiit  two  horse  wagons  to  heavy  four  horse  teams. 
Still,  it  is  with  great  difficulty  we  can  make  from  twelve  to  fifteen  miles 
per  day.  We  entered  this  State  on  the  1st  instant,  and  we  are  now  about  one 
hundred  miles  from  the  western  line  of  Ohio.  In  a week  more,  I hope 
to  cross  the  Wabash,  probably  at  Clinton.  From  thence  to  St.  Louis,  about 
two  hundred  miles,  the  road  becomes  better.  The  national  road  through  In- 
diana is  graded  only  forty  miles,  twenty  on  each  side  of  Indianapolis.  It 
is  not  travelable  with  wagons  only  for  five  miles  west  of  this  village. 

We  have  been  shamefully  ifhposed  on  in  the  cost  of  the  rations  heretofore 
furnished^ — at  least  ooe-fouvth  more  has  been  given  than  was  necessary:  the 
fault  of  this  will  be  explained  in  another  communication.  I have  now  adopted 
the  plan  of  hauling  flour  along  the  road,  and  purchasing  beef  on  foot,  in  open 
89 


706 


C 3 

market,  as  far  the  most  economical,  and  for  the  sake  of  defeating  a settled 
plan  of  extortion^  connived  at  and  encouraged  by  the  disbursing  agent 
among  his  family  connexions,  I can  and  will,  as  soon  as  I can  stop  long 
enough  to  do  it,  adduce  such  circumstantial  evidence  as  amounts  almost  to 
positive  proof  of  the  fact  here  alleged. 

Lieut.  Lane  says  he  is  entirely  out  <Sf  funds.  The  aggregate  expenditure, 
as  shown  by  his  own  quarterly  abstracts,  has  been  only  eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars  and  forty  cents,  leaving  a balance  in  his  hands 
of  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars  and  sixty  cents  on  the 
first  of  this  month.  Since  that  time,  my  requisitions  on  him  have  not  ex- 
ceeded two  hundred  dollars.  He  wrote  me  a note  yesterday  at  Indianapo- 
lis, in  which  he  says,  ^^if  funds  are  not  received  to-morrow,  all  operations 
must  cease.  I replied,  that  the  operations  must  not  and  shall  not  cease;’’ 
and  that  I would  “ sell  for  money,  or  kill  and  eat,  every  public  horse  in  the 
service,  and  my  own  too,  before  I would  permit  so  great  a calamity  to  the 
Indians,  and  so  total  a frustration  of  the  benevolent  policy  of  the  adminis- 
tration.” And  I will  do  so f if  no  alternative  be  left. 

Not  a man  in  the  service  (except  the  ‘‘assistant  disbursing  agents,”)  can 
get  a dollar,  even  to  bear  his  own  personal  expenses.  For  my  own  part,  I 
have  yet  had  but  two  hundred  dollars  in  all,  and  half  of  that  I have  lent  to 
my  needy  associates,  and  a fourth  of  the  balance  I have  expended  for  articles 
which  Lieut.  Lane  failed  to  furnish.  Still,  the  emigration  shall  not  fail. 
I will  march  on,  and  I will  succeed  in  carrying  the  views  of  the  Government 
into  effect,  if  my  health  and  life  be  spared. 

I have  been  continually  travelling,  or  operating  personally  among  one  or 
the  other  of  the  tribes,  to  facilitate  their  progress,  since  I forwarded  my  esti- 
mate of  the  probable  expenditure  as  far  as  St.  Louis.  Before  I reach  that 
place,  I will  endeavor  to  obtain  the  requisite  data  for  an  estimate  on  the 
balance  of  the  route,  and  forward  it  as  soon  as  practicable.  My  other  reports 
will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  I can  find  time  to  make  them  out,  without 
neglecting  the  important  duty  of  continuing  our  journey  without  inter- 
ruption, so  as  to  arrive  at  our  destination  before  the  severity  of  the  cold 
shall  compel  us  to  go  into  winter  quarters. 

I beg  leave  to  recommend  that  funds,  for  the  further  expenditure  in  the 
emigration,  be  placed  in  the  United  States’  Bank  at  St.  Louis,  to  the  credit 
of  Gov.  Clark,  to  be  used  by  him  under  your  direction,  or  on  any  unfore- 
seen emergency. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  GARDINER, 
Special  Jigent  and  Superintendent. 

General  George  Gibson,  C,  G,  S. 


Wigwam,  near  Lebanon,  Ohio,  December  8,  1832. 

Sir:  It  is  proper  to  inform  you  that  I did  not,  until  yesterday,  receive 
your  letter  of  the  10th  of  October  last.  It  has  been  continually  in  pursuit 
of  me  from  Richmond,  Indiana,  to  this  place,  by  way  of  Vandalia,  Illinois. 
Nor  have  I received  any  letters  from  the  department  of  a subsequent  date. 
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This  statement  is  due  to  myself,  that  I may  not  appear  to  have  wilfuly 
neglected  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  any  of  your  letters. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  GARDINER, 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G.  S.  Special  ^genf, 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  n/9pril  5,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a statement,  just  received 
from  the  superintendent  of  operations  for  the  improvemeut  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  of  expenses  incurred  by  the  steam-snag-boats  Heliopolis 
and  Archimedes,  while  engaged  in  the  removal  of  Indians  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, accompanied  by  copies  ofiitwo  letters  from  F.  A.  Armstrong,  esq., 
under  dates  of  18th  and  21st  November,  1832,  and  to  request  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  cause  the  balance  exhibited  by  the  statement,  amounting  to  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  forty  cents,  to  be  deposited 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  appro- 
priation for  improving  the  Ohio,  Missouri,  and  Mississippi  rivers. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S,  C.  GRATIOT. 


Yazoo,  May  29,  1831. 

Dear  general:  The  Choctaws  in  this  section  of  the  nation  express  a 
great  wish  that  there  vv^as  some  authorized  person  to  receive  their  cattle,  as 
they  all  wish  to  move  this  coming  fall,  and  do  not  wish  to  leave  their  cattle 
undelivered ; which  will  compel  many  to  stay  a year  longer,  and  others  to 
return  next  spring,  to  collect  and  deliver  them.  I am  of  opinion,  the  cattle 
may  be  disposed  of  at  a price  nearly,  if  not  equal,  to  what  the  Government 
will  have  to  give.  Many  may  be  induced  to  carry  their  stock  with  them, 
by  the  Government’s  paying  them  for  the  trouble  of  driving,  which  may  be 
arranged  on  very  reasonable  terms,  by  having  one  or  two  days  in  each  month 
as  auction  days,  for  selling  off  those  that  may  be  delivered:  I have  but  little 
doubt  that  they  can  be  well  disposed  of.  I am  living  within  two  and  a half 
miles  of  Col.  Leflore’s,  and  at  a proper  point  in  his  district  to  receive  cattle. 
Should  you  think  me  a proper  person  to  receive  and  dispose  of  those  that 
may  be  delivered  in  this  district,  I will  accept  of  the  office,  and  leave  nothing 
undone  to  make  the  loss  as  small  to  the  Government  "as  possible. 

It  is  all-important  that  a road  should  be  opened  from  some  place  near  this 
point,  crossing  the  Mississippi  at  Lake  Providence,  to  the  high  lands  west 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  establish  good  ferry-boats  at  all  the  navigable 
streams  in  the  swamp:  this  would  induce  many  to  drive  their  cattle,  horses, 
&c.  The  United  States’  troops,  stationed  in  this  vicinity,  are  anxious  to  do 
it,  believing  they  will  enjoy  better  health  than  -ying  still.  They  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  the  route,  as  there  is  an  Indi  a path  through  the  swamp— 
the  route  they  would  make  the  roadj  and  fro;  the  west  end  of  Lake  ProvL 
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dence,  there  is  a geod  route  to  the  high  lands,  at  which  point  the  land  par- 
ties can  take  their  routes  for  Red  river  or  Arkansas.  I submit  these  thoughts 
for  your  consideration. 

Your  friend, 

D.  W.  HALEY. 

His  Excellency  Andrew  Jackson. 


Boston,  July  3,  1833. 

Received  of  Richard  Smith,  esq.,  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  being  in  full  for  draft  dated  Western  Cherokee  Nation,  March 
29,  1833. 

^257  50.  NATH.  HOBART  & Co. 


PoRTSMOU'i^H,  N.  H.  19M  August,  1833. 

Sir:  I had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  the  13th  instant, 
enclosing  ‘‘special  order  No.  122’’  on  the  17th  instant. 

A return  of  the  rheumatism  has  confined  me  to  my  bed  for  the  week  past: 
to-day  is  the  first  of  my  setting  up,  or  yours,  as  above,  would  have  been 
acknowledged  by  return  of  mail. 

There  is  nothing  of  my  sickness  remaining  but  a little  debility,  which  will 
wear  off  in  the  course  of  a very  few  days,  when  I shall  be  every  way  able  to 
proceed  to  Washington  to  receive  your  instructions,  previous  to  my  entering 
upon  my  new  duties.  There  is  no  apprehension  of  a return  of  rheumatism 
in  the  country  to  which  I am  going.  This  is  the  first  attack  of  consequence 
I have  had  for  more  than  fifteen  months,  and  1 never  came  off  of  a bed  of 
sickness  under  better  auspices. 

Accept,  sir,  a warm  return  of  thanks  for  the  honor  w’hich  you  have  done 
me,  by  promoting  me  to  a duty  so  agreeable  to  my  wishes. 

And  believe  me,  sir, 

With  very  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  HARRIS, 

l5^  Lieutenant  Ariillery,  A.  C,  S. 
Brigadier  General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S, 


The  usual  surgeon’s  certificate  accounting  for  delay  will  be  exhibited 
when  I report  in  person. 

J.  W.  H. 


Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  September  16,  1833. 

Sir:  You  will  please  to  let  me  know  if  the  five  hundred  axes  are  wanted. 
Sir,  I would  like  to  make  them  now,  if  they  are  wanted.  You  will  please 
to  give  me  five  or  six  months  to  make  them,  for  I can  make  them  all  my- 
self in  that  time.  Sir,  you  will  please  to  let  me  know,  and  you  will  oblige 
your  friend 

JOHN  HARRIS, 


General  George  Gibson. 
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Calhoun,  East  Tennessee,  2\st  September,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  this  day  at  Calhoun,  agreea- 
bly to  your  instructions. 

The  enrolling  agent,  Major  Currey,  is  ’ at  present  absent,  engaged  in  his 
duties  in  the  nation;  his  return  is  not  looked  for  for  some  weeks. 

From  the  United  States’  agent  for  the  Cherokees,  Colonel  Montgomery, 
I learn  that  the  business  of  enrolling  goes  on  prosperously.  Colonel  M.  has 
already  about  two  hundred  on  his  list,  these  independent  of  whatMaj.  Currey 
and  his  asssistants  may  have;  the  number  of  which  is  unknown  at  the 
agency.  ^ 

Transportation  in  hind,  it  is  understood,  will  be  required  by  most  of 
those  who  enrol  this  season. 

As  information,  which  Major  Currey  alone  can  give,  will  be  necessary  to 
enable  me  to  estimate  for  the  disbursements  of  the  next  quarter,  I shall  en- 
deavor to  see  him  the  ensuing  week. 

With  very  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  HARRIS, 

Lieut,  and  Disbursing  Jigent. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Calhoun,  East  Tennessee,  10/A  Oct,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  cover  with  this  my  account  current  for  the 
third  quarter,  together  with  estimate  of  funds  for  the  fourth. 

It  is  impossible  at  present  to  estimate  with  any  accuracy  the  expenses  of 
emigration  for  the  coming  season.  The  data  which  I have  laid  down,  as  the 
basis  of  the  estimate  enclosed,  are  necessarily,  in  a measure,  conjectural;  es- 
tablished, however,  ^after , a consultation  with  the  superintendent  of  the  re- 
moval, and  after  having  availed  myself  of  such  other  means  of  information 
as  were  within  my  reach.  The  first  body  of  emigrants  will  probably  be 
prepared  to  leave  their  country  early  in  idLn\jLZXj,  possibly  in  December. 
I have  consequently  included  the  probable  cost  of  its  subsistence  and  trans- 
portation in  my  estimate  for  this  quarter. 

The  Cherokees  continue  to  enrol.  There  are  from  three  to  four  hundred 
already  on  the  lists,  and  the  number  is  daily  increasing.  It  is  a current 
opinion  here,  that  there  is  a strong  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  pervading  the 
nation,  and  that  many  are  only  waiting  another  failure  of  the  council  to  treat 
to  offer  themselves  as  emigrants. 

The  national  council  will  convene  on  Monday  the  14th  instant,  and  the 
people  of  the  country  look  forward  to  its  decisions  with  deep  anxiety. 

Major  Currey  is  still  absent  in  the  nation,  and  I regret  to  say  is  at  present 
disabled  from  the  discharge  of  his  more  active  duties,  by  severe  lameness,  in 
consequence  of  an  ulcerated  leg. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  HARRIS, 

Lieutenant  and  Disbursing  J2gent\ 
To  General  George  Gibson,  C,  G.  S, 
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Department  op  War, 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  October  SO,  1833.  ^ 

Sir:  I am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  refer  to  you  the  annexed 
extract  of  a letter  from  General  Campbell,  agent  for  the  Greeks  west,  and  to 
communicate  to  you  his  direction,  that  your  agent  in  that  quarter  obtain 
from  General  C.  a roll  of  the  emigrants  of  McIntosh’s  party,  and  supply 
them  with  provisions,  as  in  other  cases. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ELBERT  HERRING. 

To  General  George  Gibson. 

General  Chilly  McIntosh,  a few  days  since,  reported  ^a  party  of  em- 
igrants consisting  of  sixty  persons;  part  of  which  was  brought  in  lasts  priog 
by  Benjamin  Hawkins,  and  the  rest,  amounting  to  upwards  of  forty, 
were  brought  on  by  General  McIntosh;  and  as  I have  had  no  instructions  as 
to  what  manner  this  year’s  provisions  are  to  be  supplied,  I am  completely 
at  a loss  how  to  proceed.  I understand  there  will  be  a great  many  come  on 
this  fall,  on  their  own  account,  and  they  are  all  anxious  to  draw  provisions 
so  soon  as  they  arrive.  ” 


Department  op  War, 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  November  2,  1833. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  inquiry  in  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  whether 
your  agents  are  to  settle  with  C.  McIntosh  for  the  expenses  of  removing 
the  Creek  Indians,”  I am  instructed  to  say  that  you  will  direct  your  dis- 
bursing officer  to  pay  McIntosh,  or  his  order,  twenty  dollars  a-piece  for  ail 
the  Creek  Indians  conducted  by  him,  at  his  own  expense,  from  the  east  to 
the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  The  total  number  to  be  ascertained  by  a roll 
or  register  of  the  names  of  those  who  have  thus  removed,  and  to  be  verified 
in  such  manner  as  your  disbursing  agent  may  require. 

The  compensation  to  be  made  to  McIntosh  for  his  personal  trouble,  in 
conducting  them  to  their  western  home,  will  be  adjusted  in  this  office  on  his 
application. 

V er  j respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ELBERT  HERRING. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  iSl,  Washington^  D,  C. 


Cherokee  Agency,  (east,)  Nov.  12,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your’s  of  the  23d 
ultimo,  returning  my  account  current  of  the  3d  quarter,  for  correction;  also, 
to  cover  with  this  new  account  for  the  said  quarter,  together  with  abstract 
of  disbursements  for  the  past  month. 
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Voucher  No.  1,  I have  the  honor  to  return,  respectfully  soliciting  a re- 
examination of  the  same;  when  I think  it  will  be  found  agreeing  with  your 
own  statement  of  distances.  Transportation  is  not  charged  from  Ports- 
mouth, but  from  Fort  Constitution,  where  I was  stationed  when  instructed 
to  report  for  duty  in  your  department,  and  which  is  three  miles  beyond  P. 
My  certificate  shows  that  I was  furnished  with  no  public  conveyance  for 
any  portion  of  my  journey. 

Voucher  No.  2,  has  been  re-made  out,  agreeably  to  your  corrections.  I 
had  taken  no  minute  of  the  date  of  the  reception  of  your  letter  of  the  13th 
of  August;  but  in  drawing  up  the  original  voucher,  I acted  under  the  belief 
that  I had  received  your  orders  on  the  15th  of  that  month.  It  is  probable  I 
was  led  to  this  impression  by  the  fact,  that  Washington  newspapers  are  often 
received  at  Portsmouth  on  the  second  morning  a/ter  their  publication,  and 
that  a copy  of  the  special  order  detailing  me  for  my  present  duty  (which  of 
itself  warranted  my  proceeding  to  Washington  at  once  in  my  new  official  capa- 
city, and  which  I remember  to  have  received  a day  or  two  before,  a similar 
copy,  which  was  enclosed  with  your  letter  of  the  13th,)  was  dated  the  12th 
August.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  I received  the  .order  from  the  Adjutant 
GeneraPs  Office,  on  the  15th  August,  and  made  out  the  voucher  under  the 
influence  of  that  recollection. 

I have  recently  found  it  necessary  to  proceed  to  my  deposite  at  Nash- 
ville, for  funds.  My  checks  on  the  bank  there  cannot  be  made  current 
here,  owing  to  the  little  commercial  intercourse  existing  between  this  and 
that  section  of  the  country.  From  Nashville  I continued  my  journey  to 
Louisville,  Kentucky.  I was  induced  to  this  from  its  apparent  expediency, 
arising  from  my  conviction,  that  both  steam  transportation  and  subsistence 
for  the  emigration  could  be  obtained  on  better  terms  there  than  elsewhere. 
The  result  of  my  inquiries  confirmed  my  previous  opinions,  and  I have 
made  such  arrangements  as  will  enable  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  superior  ad- 
vantages of  that  market,  in  a manner  which  I trust  will  prove  satisfactory  to 
the  department;  while  at  the  same  time,  it  will,^I  hope,  obviate  the  expense 
and  sacrifice  of  time  attendant  upon  my  journeying  there  in  person. 

I reached  this  place  upon  my  return,  the  8th  instant.  It  is  probable  that, 
at  the  lowest  calculation,  there  will  be  from  nine  to  twelve  hundred  emi- 
grants, requiring  transportation  and  subsistence  in  kind  this  year.  The  su- 
perintendent of  removal,  I understand,  rates  the  number  as  high  as  2,500. 
As  yet,  however,  I have  had  no  requisition  or  definite  advice  from  him  on 
these  heads,  saving  his  suggestions  to  me  upon  my  first  arrival.  He  is  at 
present  absent  in  the  nation,  engaged  in  the  active  duties  of  enrolling. 

The  extension  of  the  laws  of  Tennessee  over  its  chartered  limits,  which 
has  already  passed  three  readings  in  the  House,  and  two  in  the  Senate,  of  the 
State  Legislature,  and  which  resolution  is  daily  expected  to  become  a law, 
it  is  thought  will  greatly  increase  the  disposition  to  emigrate  in  this  section 
of  the  nation. 

I have,  sir,  the  honor  to  be. 

With  very  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  W.  HARRIS, 
Lieutenant^  Disbursing  Jigent. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  Geokge  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S,,  U,  S.  Ji, 
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Cherokee  Agency,  (east,)  December  1.  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  with  this,  abstracts  of  disbursements  for 
contingencies  and  transportation  for  the  past  month. 

There  is  a daily  increasing  disposition  to  enrol  among  the  Cherokee  citi- 
zens of  this  section  of  the  nation. 

The  extension  of  the  State  laws  of  Tennessee,  has  doubtlessly  exercised 
influence  over  them. 

I have  received  no  advices  from  the  superintendent  of  the  removal , who 
still  continues  absent;  but  from  the  information  which  I have  gathered  of 
the  United  States’  agent.  Colonel  Montgomery,  there  must  be  in  all  about 
nine  hundred  emigrants  upon  the  several  rolls  which  have  been  opened  this 
season;  most  of  whom,  it  is  understood,  will  require  transportation  and  sub- 
sistence in  kind. 

I would  beg  as  early  as  possible  to  call  your  attention  to  “ article  5,  section 
4,  of  the  Regulations  for  the  Removal  of  the  Indians.” 

I am  advised  by  the  superintendent,  Major  Currey,  that  the  amount  of 
transportation  there  allowed,  is  altogether  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the 
Cherokees.  In  this  opinion  1 concur  with  him,  and  I am  fearful,  should 
the  regulation  be  strictly  enforced,  it  will  prove  seriously  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  emigration.  The  advanced  state  of  civilization  amongst  this 
people  has  added  greatly  to  its  wants;  and  there  are  many  articles  of  house- 
hold furniture,  farming  utensils,  &c.,  indispensabl)?-  necessary,  and  of  value  to 
them,  which  are  never  found  among  the  ruder  tribes.  Such  property  can- 
not be  left  behind  without  a sacrifice  on  their  part,  which  will  be  sure  to 
breed  discontent  among  them,  and  which  may  very  likely  terminate  in  a 
refusal  with  many  to  comply  with  their  engagements. 

I would  respectfully  recommend  that,  under  the  above  paragraph,  I may 
be  allowed  to  exercise  a discretionary  authority.  If  this  should  not  meet 
the  views  of  the  department,  I would  solicit,  in  behalf  of  the  emigrants,  a 
more  liberal  and  stated  allowance  of  transportation,  equal,  at  th.e  lowest,  to 
double  the  amount  conceded  by  the  regulations. 

I am,  sir,  with  very  great  regard. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  W.  HARRIS, 

Lieut,  y Disbursing  t^gent . 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  United  States^  Army. 

Should  the  Seminole  or  Creeks  commence  their  emigration  next  year,  I 
beg  that  I may  be  transferred  to  either  of  those  removals;  the  former  would 
be  preferred. 

Respectfully, 

J.  W.  HARRIS, 

Lieutenant  United  Slates'*  Army. 


Cherokee  Agency,  (east,)  December  27,  1833. 

Sir;  In  consequence  of  advices  received  from  the  superintendent  of  this  re- 
moval, I have  recently  commenced  making  arrangements  for  the  subsistence 
and  transportation  of  such  of  the  emigrating  Cherokees  as  are  desirous  to 
be  removed  by  Government  to  their  country  west  of  the  Mississippi.  By 
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the  same  authority  I am  instructed,  that  there  are  already  eleven  hundred 
individuals  under  agreement  to  emigrate,  as  soon  as  satisfactory  measures 
can  be  adopted  for  their  removal,  of  which  number  about  nine  hundred 
have  been  enrolled  during  the  present  season;  of  these  it  is  probable  some 
two  or  three  hundred  only  will  accept  of  the  commutation  allowance.  Al- 
though, as  yet,  I have  received  no  definite  requisition  from  the  superinten- 
dent for  provisioning  and  transporting  the  above,  he  had  stated  in  his  letters, 
that  about  the  middle  of  February  would  be  the  time  fixed  upon  for  the 
first  embarkation. 

Circumstances  have,  however,  recently  come  to  my  knowledge,  of  which 
I had  never  before  been  fully  apprized,  and  which  led  me  to  fear,  that  un- 
less a speedy  remedy  be  adopted,  will  seriously  obstruct  the  removal  of  the 
emigrants. 

It  appears  that  a large  class  of  these  are  deeply  involved  in  pecuniary 
embarrassments,  and  all  of  them  probably  more  or  less  in  debt.  And  as 
the  States  have  now  extended  the  jurisdiction  of  their  courts  over  the  whole 
country,  with  the  exception  of  that  portion  of  it  lying  within  the  charter- 
ed limits  of  North  Carolina,  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  leave  their  homes 
until  they  have  made  a satisfactory  settlement  with  their  creditors. 

From  recent  conversations  which  I have  had  with  the  superintendent, 
with  the  United  States’  residing  agent,  Colonel  Montgomery,  and  with  other 
intelligent  and  disinterested  persons,  who  are  informed  upon  the  subject,  I 
am  fully  persuaded  that  the  emigrants,  in  their  difficulties,  confidently  look 
to  Government  for  assistance,  and  expect,  that  either  an  advance  will  be 
made  to  them  upon  the  valuation  of  their  improvements,  or  that  suitable 
agents  will  be  authorized  to  shield  them  from  the  vexations  of  the  law,  by 
securing  the  payment  of  all  just  debts. 

The  pecuniary  interests  of  the  department  require  that  every  obstacle 
to  the  prompt  removal  of  the  emigrants  should  be  surmounted  before  it  is 
attempted.  Whilst  the  credit  of  the  Government  demands,  that  either  these 
Indians  should  be  transferred  to  their  homes  in  Arkansas,  in  season  to  raise 
their  provisions  for  the  second  year,  or  in  case  of  failure  on  its  part,  to  feed 
them  from  its  depot  a twelvemonth  longer. 

Many  of  those  who  have  enrolled  this  year  are  exceedingly  poor,  the 
last  season  yielded  them  but  a scanty  harvest;  their  stock  either  is  already 
or  nearly  exhausted,  and  some  families  are  even  now  suffering  from  want; 
and  these — all  other  impediments  removed,  are  not  of  a class  to  be  intrusted 
with  their  own  transportation.  When  the  subsistence  of  such  is  consumed, 
without  money  and  without  credit,  they  must  eventually,  (though  the  time 
fixed  upon  for  their  assembling,  delayed  by  the  above  causes,  may  not  have 
arrived,)  in  common  charity,  be  subsisted  by  me. 

The  prevailing  opinion  amongst  those  who  are  going  west,  is  that  the 
United  States  will  enable  them  to  leave  this  country  about  the  15th  or  20th 
February.  Under  the  necessary  requisitions  of  the  superintendent,  as  far 
as  my  duties  are  implicated,  the  means  will  be  in  readiness  for  them  to  do 
so.  All  delays  beyond  that  time  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  highly  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  your  department. 

Should  the  above  statement  of  my  views,  sir,  upon  consideration,  coincide 
with  your  own,  I would  respectfully  urge  your  intercession  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  for  a prompt  remedy  to  the  evils  which  we  apprehend.  It  is 
believed  that  a secret  restoration  of  the  discretionary  power,  formerly  ir^ 
90 
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vested  in  the  superintendent  of  the  removal,  to  endorse  the  notes  of  emigrants, 
would  be  the  most  efficient  and  advisable  that  can  be  recommended;  and  I 
should  suppose  that  a wise  exercise  of  such  powers  on  the  part  of  their 
agent  would  exempt  both  Government  and  the  emigrants  from  the  imposi- 
tions to  which  they  have  been  mutually  exposed. 

Very  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  W.  HARRIS, 
Lieutenant^  Disbursing  Agents  Cherokee  removal. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  /S'.,  U.  States’  %^rmy. 


Washington,  March  6,  1SS3. 

Dear  sir:  I called  at  your  office  this  morning,  and  among  other  things 
wished  to  say  to  you,  that  I would  be  much  gratified  in  the  employment  of 
Lieutenant  Lane  as  disbursing  officer,  in  removing  the  Pottawatamie  In- 
dians. 

Understanding,  too,  that  some  subordinate  assistants  will  be  made  by  you 
in  that  service,  I wished  to  name  to  you  General  Walter  M.  Blake,  and 
Colonel  James  H.  Cravens,  to  be  employed  in  that  business.  General  Blake 
resides  in  Indianapolis,  and  Colonel  Cravens  at  Madison,  Indiana.  Would 
be  much  gratified  in  such  arrangement. 

Yours,  with  great  respect, 

WILLIAM  HENDRICKS. 

Colonel  Gibson. 


Department  op  War, 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  March  16,  1833. 

Sir:  I enclose,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  an  agreement  en-. 
tered  into  with  Mr.  John  Harris,  for  the  delivery  of  five  hundred  axes  for  the 
Choctaw  Indians,  with  the  request  that  you  will  carry  the  same  into  effect, 
and  cause  the  property  to  be  transmitted  to  the  address  of  Major  F.  W. 
Armstrong,  the  agent  west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

I am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ELBERT  HERRING. 

General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence, 


Philadelphia,  *Mpril  19,  1833. 

Sir:  One  of  our  correspondents  in  New  Orleans  has  transmitted  us  the  en- 
closed draft,  wffiich  he  requests  us  to  collect  and  place  to  his  credit.  If  it 
be  correct,  will  you  be  so  obliging  as  to  order  it  to  be  paid,  and  direct  the 
form  of  the  receipt  you  will  require  to  be  sent  to  you  for  it. 

Truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  HORN. 


Honorable  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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Mechanicsburg,  %B.pTil  22,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  been  looking  for  a letter  from  you  some  time,  and  received 
none.  The  five  hundred  axes  which  I contracted  for  will  be  ready  by  the 
12th  of  May  next.  You  will  please  to  let  me  know  to  whom  they  are  to  be 
delivered  in  Pittsburgh,  and,  also,  to  let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable. 

And  you  will  oblige  your  friend, 

JOHN  HARRIS. 

General  George  Gibson. 


# Philadelphia,  Jipril  30,  1833". 

Sir:  I return  you  the  enclosed  draft  with  the  receipt  required  by  your 
letter  of  the  27th,  transmitting  me  Major  Hook’s  check  for  the  amount^ 
and  remain. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  HORN. 

Gen.  George  Gibson. 


Mechanicsburg,  May  2,  1833. 

Sir:  I sent  you  a letter  twelve  days  ago,  and  have  not  received  an  an- 
swer. The  five  hundred  axes  are  done,  and  I will  load  them  on  the  10th  for 
Pittsburgh,  from  whence  I don’t  know  where  to  send  them.  You  will 
please  to  wTite  to  me  here,  and  at  Pittsburgh.  You  will  not  fail  in  writing 
to  me,  and  oblige 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HARRIS. 

General  George  Gibson. 


Mechanicsburg,  May  11,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  first  letter,  by  some  delay,  did  not  reach  me  until  within  a few 
days  ago,  and  the  copy  of  it  was  received  two  days  afterwards. 

According  to  contract,  the  axes  were  despatched  this  morning  to  Pittsburgh 
in  twenty  boxes,  which  are  well  made;  but,  had  I received  your  letter 
sooner,  I could  have  had  them  made  to  hold  exactly  two  and  a half  dozen; 
however,  they  are  very  strong.  The  strapping  mentioned  in  your  letter  I 
was  not  aware  of,  and  do  not  think  our  contract  calls  for  it;  but,  should  you 
think  that  I ought,  I will  do  it.  The  axes  in  general  are  four  pounds.  I 
do  not  think  there  are  any  under  four,  but  some  above  it;  and  believe  and 
trust  they  will  meet  the  approbation  of  their  destined  owners. 

With  respect, 

I remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HARRIS. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

War  Department. 
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Perrysburg,  Ohio,  Ma^  10,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  this  day  received  a check  on  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  at  Cincinnati,  for  eighty-three  dollars,  for  which,  enclosed,  is  a receipt. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  HOLLISTER. 

General  George  Gibson, 

Washington, 


Mechanicsburg,  June  3,  1833, 

General:  According  to  our  contract,  I have  delivered  the  five  hundred 
axes  to  Major  R.  L.  Baker  of  Pittsburgh,  which  he  inspected  as  sufficient, 
and  Mr.  Baker  sent  me  a certificate  of  the  same.  I now  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  enclose  to  you  his  certificate,  together  with  his  receipt  for  the  same, 
in  order  to  receive  from  you  a draft  on  the  United  States  Bank.  I would 
prefer  the  draft  on  the  Harrisburg  Bank,  if  no  objectibn  to  you.  Respect- 
ing the  strapping  and  inspection  I wish  you  to  refer  to  our  contract,  as  my 
opinion  is  that  I was  not  to  pay  that  demand. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

JOHN  HARRIS. 

General  George  Gibson,  0.  G,  S, 

N.  B.  Respecting  the  conversation  that  passed  between  you  and  myself 
with  regard  to  another  contract  for  five  hundred  axes,  I wish  you  to  give  me 
a chance  of  obtaining  said  contract.  I will  deliver  them  in  Pittsburgh  on  or 
before  the  1st  of  October  next.  Sir,  I hope  to  see  )^ou  in  good  health  in  the 
borough  of  Carlisle,  some  time  this  summer,  if  I am  spared. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

JOHN  HARRIS. 


Commissary  General^s  Office, 

Philadelphia,  July  21,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  16th  and  19th  instant,  on  the 
subject  of  blankets  and  rifles  procured  by  Major  Armstrong  for  the  Indians; 
since  when,  I have  seen  and  conversed  with  Major  Bender,  who  will  receive 
and  forward  the  blankets  and  rifles  in  the  way  suggested  by  you.  There 
was  no  understanding  or  arrangement  between  Major.Armstrong  and  my- 
self, relative  to  the  transportation  of  these  supplies.  I indicated,  however, 
to  Major  Armstrong,  that  the  course  now  about  to  be  pursued,  in  regard  to 
the  transportation  of  Indian  supplies  was  the  proper  one,  and  that  it  would 
save  trouble,  lessen  his  responsibility,  and  insure  the  safe  delivery  of  the 
goods  at  their  respective  destinations. 

I take  this  occasion  to  remark,  that  it  always  gives  me  pleasure  to  aid  in 
the  promotion  of  the  public  service. 

I am,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  IRVINE, 

Commissary  General  of  Purchases. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.^  Washington  City, 
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Commissary  General^s  Office, 

Philadelphia,  June  27,  1832. 

Sir:  The  clothing,  &c.,  directed  to  be  purchased  for  certain  Choctaw  In- 
dians, per  Major  Garland^s  letter,  dated  May  5,  1832,  have  been  all  pro- 
cured, and  were  delivered  to  the  quartermaster  on  this  station,  (with  the 
swords  received  from  Major  Talcott,)  on  the  22d  June,  addressed  Choc- 
taw Agency,  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,^’  for  transportation.  The  cost  of  the 
whole  is  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  eighty-one  cents; 
for  which  sum  you  will  please  cause  a warrant  to  issue  in  my  favor;  and  I 
will  thank  you  to  inform  me  to  whom  the  accounts  are  to  be  rendered  for 
settlement. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  > 

C.  IRVINE, 

Commissary  General  of  Purchases, 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War, 


Commissary  General^s  Office, 

Philadelphia,  July  27,  1832. 

Sir:  I duly  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  advising  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  would  remit  to  me  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  nine 
dollars  and  eighty-one  cents,  to  cover  purchases  made  for  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians, by  a request  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  requested  that  I would  ren- 
der the  accounts  to  your  office.  Subsequently  I received  a letter  from  Wil- 
liam B.  Lewis,  esquire,  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  also  advising  that 
the  same  amount  would  be  remitted  to  me  by  the  Treasurer  for  the  same 
object,  and  instructing  me  to  render  my  accounts,  with  vouchers,  for  settle- 
ment to  his  office,  where,  I was  informed,  I would  be  held  responsible  for 
the  amount.  The  instructions  of  the  Auditor  have  been  carried  into  effect. 

I am,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  IRVINE, 

Commissary  General  of  Purchases. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  /S'.,  Washington  City, 


Hermitage,  jiugust  17,  1832. 

Dear  sir:  Yours  of  the  3Jst  ultimo,  with  its  enclosures,  on  the  subject 
of  the  removal  of  the  Ohio  Indians,  has  been  received.  Mr.  Gardiner,  the 
superintendent,  can  be  informed  that  these  Indians  may  be  removed  by 
land,  provided  the  expenses  incident  to  such  removal  shall  not  exceed  twen- 
ty dollars  per  head.  This  amount  is  considered  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

R.0spGctfullyj 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

John  Robb,  Esq.,  Acting  Secretary  of  War, 
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Commissary  General’s  Office, 

Philadelphia,  August  4,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  relative  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  twenty-five  rifles,  &c. 

I will  attend  to  the  business  with  pleasure,  and  will  look  out  for  a suitable 
person  to  inspect  the  rifles. 

I am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  IRVINE, 

Commissaty  General  of  Purchases, 

Major  James  H.  Hook, 

Acting  C.  G,  S.,  Washington, 


Commissary  General’s  Office, 

Philadelphia,  September  8,  1832. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  request  made  in  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  I 
have  had  the  twenty-five  rifles,  manufactured  by  Mr.  Henry  Derenger,  in- 
spected by  Mr.  J.  G.  Flegel,  who  I have  long  known,  and  believe  to  be 
altogether  competent  to  the  performance  of  that  duty. 

I requested  Mr.  Flegel,  after  inspecting  and  approving  of  the  rifles,  to  see 
them  packed  in  boxes  suitably  for  transportation,  which  he  reports  has  been 
done.  They  will  be  delivered  this  morning  to  Major  Bender,  quartermas- 
ter on  this  station. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  Mr.  Flegel’s  certificate  of  inspection.  I take 
this  occasion  to  suggest  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  more  regular  to 
have  contract  rifles  delivered  at  the  arsenal  for  inspection;  after  which  the 
storekeeper  could  take  charge  of  and  deliver  them,  by  order,  to  the  quar- 
termaster’s department  for  transportation. 

I am,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  IRVINE, 

Commissary  General  of  Purchases, 

Major  J.  H.  Hook, 

Acting  C,  G,  S. , Washington. 


September  7,  1832. 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  this  day  inspected  twenty-five  rifles,  with 
wipers,  moulds,  chargers,  and  covers,  manufactured  by  Henry  Derenger, 
of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  saw  them  packed  in  boxes  for  transpor- 
tation for  Indians. 

J.  G.  FLEGEL. 


Fort  Gibson,  November  3,  1S32. 

Sir:  Having  understood  that  Lieutenant  Seawell  has  applied  to  be  re- 
lieved from  his  present  duties,  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  Red  river,  I have 
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to  request  that  you  will  bestow  his  appointment  upon  me.  As  it  regards 
ray  capability,  you  are  the  best  judge,  as  I have  served  in  your  department 
many  years. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  JOHNSTON, 

Lieutenant  1th  Infantry. 

Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington. 

N.  B Be  pleased  to  give  me  an  answer. 


Quartermaster  General’s  Oepice,  Nov.  13,  1833. 

General:  I have  to  request  to  be  informed  at  what  time  Captain  Wil- 
liam Day,  of  the  1st  infantry,  was  placed  on  duty  in  that  branch  of  your 
department  which  is  charged  with  the  removal  of  Indians,  from  what  point 
and  to  what  point  he  was  ordered,  and  whether  he  has  been  paid  for  trans- 
portation of  baggage  for  performing  the  journey  between  the  two  points; 
and  if  so,  for  what  distance:  and,  also,  when  he  was  relieved  from  that  duty, 
and  the  point  at  which  he  was  when  so  relieved.  This  information  is  ne- 
cessary in  order  to  a decision  on  a voucher  in  this  office  for  his  transporta- 
tion of  baggage. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  S.  JESSUP. 

To  the  CoMMissARV  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington. 


Lake  Providence,  La.,  June  14,  1832. 

Dear  sir:  I see,  by  some  late  paper,  that  a treaty  has  been  made  lately 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  see  that  one  provision  of  it,  which  may  have 
been  considered  important,  is,  that  ^‘each  family  shall  be  furnished  with 
a blanket 

It  was  with  yourself  the  treaty  was  formed.  You  have  long  resided  in  a 
cold  climate,  and  from  that  circumstance  may  consider  a blanket  enough  for 
a family  so  far  south.  This  would  be  an  improper  estimate.  But  the  whole 
treaty  is  one  that  I would  not  have  expected  from  the  head  or  Heart  of  Go- 
vernor Cass,  acting  under  General  Jackson,  as  President.  It  is  indeed  a 
narrow  thing  in  every  part  of  it.  This  treaty,  and  the  report  of  Houston’s 
case,  has  induced  me  to  write  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  Indians.  This, 
however,  I would  have  done,  had  neither  come  to  my  view. 

I live  now  on  the  side  of,  and  within  forty  feet  of,  the  road,  and  the  only 
one  by  which  the  Choctaw  Indians  have  passed,  and  must  pass,  that  go  by 
land.  Their  extreme  poverty  and  consequent  suffering  in  passing  last  fall, 
attracted  my  particular  notice,  and  the  Houston  case  explained  to  me  in 
some  measure  the  cause  of  their  extreme  suffering  from  hunger,  while  pass- 
ing. I do  not  yet  know  who  is  the  contractor  for  furnishing  them  rations. 
But  be  him  or  them,  who  they  may,  their  object  is  to  make  money  without 
the  least  feeling  for  the  suffering  of  this  unfortunate  people.  From  Vicks- 
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burg  to  this  place  is  sixty-eight  miles.  On  this  route  they  received  a scanty^ 
supply?  and  only  then  a part  of  the  parties  once.  Here  they  received  worse 
than  a scanty  supply,  to  do  them  eighty  miles  through  an  uninhabited  coun- 
try, fifty  miles  of  which  is  an  overflowed  swamp,  and  in  which  distance  are 
two  large  deep  streams  that  must  be  crossed  in  a boat  or  on  a raft,  and  one 
other  nearly  impassable  in  any  way.  This,  they  had  to  perform  or  perish, 
there  being  no  provision  made  for  them  on  the  way.  This,  too,  was  to  be 
done  during  the  worst  time  of  weather,  I have  ever  seen  in  any  country — a 
heavy  sleet  having  broken  and  bowed  down  all  the  small  and  much  of  the 
large  timber.  And  this  was  to  be  performed  under  the  pressure  of  hunger 
by  old  women  and  young  children,  without  any  covering  for  their  feet,  legs, 
or  body,  except  a cotton  under-dress  generally.  In  passing,  before  they 
reached  the  place  of  getting  rations  here,  I gave  a party  leave  to  enter  a 
small  field  in  which  pumpkins  were.  They  would  notenter  without  leave, 
though  starving.  Those  they  ate  raw  with  the  greatest  avidity. 

I furnished  part  of  the  beef  they  got,  and  was  invited  to  take  out  the 
kidney  fat,  by  the  man  who  was  to  furnish  them. 

These  people  have  with  them  a great  number  of  horses,  and  some  cattle, 
chiefly  oxen.  The  time  required  to  get  the  horses  and  cattle  together  in  a 
morning  when  travelling  through  a country  thickly  covered  with  strong  cane 
as  this  is,  must  be  very  considerable  in  good  weather,  and  in  bad  weather, 
days  are  often  spent  at  the  same  camp.  Provision  ought  to  be  made  to  feed 
them  all  the  way,  whatever  may  be  the  delay. 

I presume  it  is  much  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  provide,  in  a cheap 
way,  for  the  safety,  if  not  the  comfort,  of  these  people.  If  I am  correct,  I 
would  suggest  the  propriety  of  having  salt  provisions,  bacon,  furnished  for 
these  long  marches.  Corn  they  could  carry  if  they  got  it,  but  this  has  not 
been  furnished.  I think,  too,  that  instead  of  a blanket  to  each  family,  a 
blanket  to  each  individual,  and  a skin  to  make  moccasins  and  leggings  to  each, 
would  not  be  too  much.  This  people  have  not  skins,  but  they  could  be  had 
low  on  contract.  I would  go  still  further.  I would  give  each  at  least  a pair 
of  shoes  or  moccasins,  and  two  pair  of  short  stockings. 

I have  seen  poverty  amongst  the  northern  Indians,  but  theirs  is  nothing 
compared  to  that  of  those  of  the  south.  Friendship  for  the  whites  never 
can  exist  in  the  bosom  of  any  of  those  that  passed  here  last  fall.  The  least 
sensible  of  them  has  been  touched  too  deeply  in  the  tender  part  ever  to  be- 
come reconciled. 

Report  says,  and  I have  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  it,  that  the  Choctaws 
have  been  greatly  defrauded  in  the  sale  of  their  stock  cattle.  Indeed,  it 
appears  to  us,  who  are  near  enough  to  almost  see  the  whole,  that  few,  if  any, 
are  sent  amongst  them,  or  intrusted  to  act  for  or  with  them,  that  are  not 
the  most  unprincipled  of  the  human  family.  How  this  should  so  invariably 
happen,  is  difficult  to  suppose.  Blame  is  due  somewhere,  and  to  a great 
extent. 

I am  living  quite  secluded,  and  write  but  little,  as  this  letter  may  be  proof  of, 
but  the  tenor  of  it  will  show  that  I am  not  an  inattentive  looker-on,  and  the 
hints  and  opinions  here  given  may  perhaps  answer  some  purpose.  If  it  does 
but  remove  one  cause  of  complaint,  I shall  think  my  time  well  spent.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  be  assured  that  the  administration  generally,  and  yourself 
particularly,  have  no  warmer  friend,  as  to  things  in  general,  than  I am. 

JOSEPH  KERR. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War* 


721 


[ 512  3 

Lake  Providence,  La.,  17M  August,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  21st  July,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  14th  June, 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  subject  of  the  emigrating  Indians, 
was  received  by  last  mail. 

Having  known  ever  since  the  creation  of  the  oiBce  over  which  your  pre- 
side, that  you  were,  so  far  as  in  your  power,  attentive  to  the  interest  of 
the  Government,  and  also,  knowing  the  character  of  Governor  Cass,  I was 
satisfied  that  the  suffering  of  the  Indians  last  fall  was  not  known  to  either 
of  you,  and  was  not  some  one,  who  had  no  pecuniary  interest  in  the  matter, 
to  make  known  or  intimate  the  manner  of  treatment  those  people  receive, 
neither  of  you  would  ever  know  it,  or  hear  of  it  to  the  extent. 

However  highly  I may  think  of  your  public  character,  I must  say  that 
3’^our  whole  reply  indicates  error  or  want  of  knowledge  of  the  situation  of 
the  emigrating  Indians. 

You  say  the  party  I allude  to,  ‘^had  undertaken  to  remove  on  their  own 
resources,  with  the  condition  of  receiving  ten  dollars  a head  after  their 
arrival  in  the  new  country,”  &c.  “They  might  have  gone  in  steamboats, 
&c.” 

It  ought  to  be  known  to  the  department  that  those  people  took  with  them 
from  one  thousand  five  hundred  to  two  thousand  head  of  horses,  and  perhaps 
fifty  yoke  of  work  oxen.  Those  could  not  go  by  water,  nor  go  without  the 
care  of  their  owners.  I am  much  mistaken  if  any  party  passed  here  on  their 
own  resources,  except  one  of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  under  the  care 
of  a Colonel  Jones,  a part  breed.  The  others  certainly  depended  on  a supply 
from  the  United  States’  contractor^  said  to  be  a Mr.  Beldon  and  some  other. 
The  person  sent  on  here  to  supply  the  rations  was  a Mr.  Williams  from 
Arkansas.  The  persons  who  furnished  the  rations  here  were  James  C.  Drew 
and  William  Henson.  It  was  the  latter  who  furnished  the  beef,  and  invited 
me  to  take  fat  out  of  that  which  I sold  him.  Their  vouchers  are  some- 
where. 

The  Indians  left  this  place,  on  their  way  through  the  swarnp^  on  the 
4th  and  5th  of  December;  the  storm  commenced  on  the  6th,  and  they  had 
eighty  miles  of  countr}?  to  pass  on  half  rations. 

I know  nothing  of  Mr.  Cross,  nor  had  I heard  of  the  existence  of  such 
man  or  any  special  agent  for  the  department,  until  I received  your  letter. 
As  he  forwarded  those  people  by  water,  what  did  he  do  with  their  horses 
and  oxen  ? Had  Government  them  to  pay  for?  There  surely  is  something 
wrong,  and  I fear  will  continue  to  be  until  these  people  are  extinct  I would 
venture  the  assertion,  that  not  one  in  fifty  of  those  who  were  promised  ten 
dollars  on  their  arrival  in  the  new  country,  ever  received  a dollar  of  it — nor 
did  one  in  twenty  know  they  were  entitled  to  it. 

The  whole  subject  is  one  of  difficulty,  and  one  of  great  expense  to  Govern- 
ment, without  any  beneficial  result  to  the  great  body  of  the  Indians,  and 
leaving  in  their  minds  an  unfriendly  impression  never  to  be  removed. 

Usage,  such  as  these  people  have  received  in  some  way,  is  the  cause  of  the 
Black  Hawk’s  present  movements.  Can  it  be  otherwise,  when  their  land  is 
all  taken  from  them  to  be  made  a subject  of  warm,  indeed  ill-natured  con- 
tention amongst  ourselves,  and  they  left  without  any  thing,  unless  it  be  a 
blanket  to  each  family. 

Many  of  the  people  have  as  strong  minds,  and  feelings  as  acute,  as  those 
91 
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of  the  whites,  and  much  more  so  were  the  whites  unlettered — and  what  would 
be  the  feelings  of  any  but  negroes  on  such  a state  of  things?  Surely  not 
friendly. 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  I am,  &c., 

JOSEPH  KERR. 


To  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Clark’s  Prairie, 

Seneca  Sub-agency,  A.  T.,  Bee,  17,  1832. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  8th  July  last,  I was  left  in  charge  of  the  Se- 
neca Indians,  (late  of  Sandusky,  0.,)  by  Henry  C.  Brish,  their  former  sub- 
agent, without  a line  of  instruction  from  that  officer,  on  the  subject  of  issu- 
ing to  them  their  rations.  Thus  situated,  I took  upon  myself  that  duty,  and 
with  my  own  hands,  (fori  had  none  to  assist  me,)  have  and  will  continue 
to  deliver  the  Indians  their  rations,  until  the  end  of  Col.  Baley’s  contract 
of  six  months,  4th  January,  1833. 

Through  the  politeness  of  Lieutenant  Lane,  (now  here,)  I am  informed 
that  the  Government  allows  compensation  for  such  duties,  and  that  he,  under 
that  regulation,  allows  his  issuing  commissary  $2  50  per  day. 

If  discretionary  with  yourself,  I beg  leave  to  claim  3^our  attention  upon 
this  subject,  if  not  to  ask  your  recommendation  of  payment  for  my  services 
in  the  above  capacity,  from  the  8th  July,  1832,  to  4th  January,  1833,  both 
days  inclusive. 

Please  advise  with  me  on  this  subject. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  sentiments  of  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

AUG.  KENNEDY, 

Jicting  Sub-Agent  for  Senecas  of  Sandusky  ^ O. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,,  Wdshington  City, 


Big  Sand,  Choctaw  Country,  August  13,  1831. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  23d  June,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the 
Choctaw  people,  was  received  a few  days  since,  and  would  have  been  answered 
by  last  mail,  but  for  sickness  which  incapacitated  me  for  business.  I have 
occasionally^,  for  some  time  past,  addressed  the  Secretary  of  War,  giving 
such  information  with  respect  to  the  state  of  the  people,  and  such  sugges- 
tions relative  to  their  removal,  as  I thought  might  be  useful.  In  my  last 
communication  to  the  War  Department,  in  answer  to  certain  questions  pro 
posed,  I stated  that  I thought  the  greater  part  of  the  people  could  be  put  in 
readiness  as  early  as  the  month  of  September,  if  timely  notice  were  given, 
and  ample  preparations  previously  made  by  the  General  Government.  As 
no  definite  instructions,  however,  have  been  given'  by  Government,  as  to 
the  time  of  commencing  the  removal,  and  the  place  of  conducting  it,  and 
no  agents  have  arrived  among  the  people  to  superintend  it,  nothing  has  been 
done  in  the  way  of  preparation. 

In  answer  to  the  queries  y^ou  submit,  I would  state  that  I think  from 
3,000  to  5,000  of  the  people  may  be  removed  the  ensuing  fall;  that  the  most 
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eligible  points  of  rendezvous  in  the  several  districts  are,  J.  Stanley’s,  in  the 
northwest  district;  the  agency  in  the  northeast  district;  and  the  Chief  Ne- 
tuchaches  in  the  southern  district;  all  to  concentrate  at  Stanley’s  as  the  start- 
ing point;  that  the  route  should  then  take  its  course  to  Point  Chicot  on  the 
Mississippi  river,  distant  about  fifty  miles  west  from  Stanley’s,  and  the  one 
mostly  travelled  by  those  who  migrated  last  year;  and  that,  after  crossing  the 
river,  those  who  might  wish  to  locate  on  the  Red  river  should  continue 
their  route  through  Washita  to  Kiamichi,  and  those  destined  for  the  Arkan- 
sas river,  take  the  direction  of  Little  Rock,  and  thence  onwards.  I should 
not  think  it  advisable  for  any  part  of  the  people  to  cross  as  low  down  as 
Vicksburg,  chiefly  on  account  of  their  exposure  to  dissipation,  nor  so  high  up 
as  Helena,  on  account  of  the  increased  expense  of  roads,  &c.,  which  would 
be  little  needed.  With  respect  to  the  transportation  of  the  sick,  &c.,  I sup- 
pose that  wagons,  as  they  are  to  be  employed,  would  be  sufficiently  com- 
fortable. Subsistence  may  readily  be  procured  in  this  country  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  the  outfit,  if  agents  shall  be  appointed  with  means  and  instruc- 
tions to  purchase  them.  A large  number  of  people  may  be  collected  at  any 
time  for  some  months  to  come,  by  giving  them  twenty  or  thirty  days’  notice. 
The  emigrants  last  year,  when  not  incommoded  with  stock,  usually  travel- 
led from  Stanley’s  to'the  Mississippi  river  in  five  to  eight  days,  and  made  the 
whole  route  to  Kiamichi  in  twenty  of  thirty  days.  The  road  from  Stanley’s 
to  Point  Chicot,  passes- through  a swamp  country,  and  can  only  be  used  in 
time  of  low  water,  usually  from  the  1st  July  to  the  1st  January.  In  time 
of  high  water  it  is  principally  inundated.  There  is  now  a good  trail,  which 
would  require  opening  to  admit  the  passage  of  wagons  at  considerable  ex- 
pense. The  bottom  is  generally  good,  but  it  would  be  necessary  to  con- 
struct iogways  over  some  wet  places,  and  bridges  over  some  small  bayous. 
It  would  also  be  necessary  to  build  ferry- flats  for  crossing  the  Yazoo  and 
Sunflower  rivers,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  other  small  streams  which  inter- 
sect the  route.  The  distance  is  about  fifty  miles. 

With  respect  to  the  means  of  accomplishing  this  work,  I can  offer  no  other 
suggestion  than  that  the  troops  stationed  near  it  be  charged  with  the  under- 
taking. 

I think  the  price  of  provisions  here  will  be  about  two  cents  per  pound  for 
beef,  and  fifty  cents  to  seventy-five  cents  per  bushel  for  corn.  For  the 
route  to  Red  river,  I do  not  think  that  any  other  depots  of  provisions  will 
be  necessary,  except  at  Stanley’s,  Point  Chicot,  Washita,  and  Kiamichi. 
With  the  route  to  the  Arkansas  I am  not  acquainted  after  it  leaves  Point  Chicot; 
but  I suppose  a depot  at  Little  Rock,  and  another  at  the  termination  of  the 
route  on  the  Arkansas  in  the  Choctaw  country,  would  be  sufficient.  I have 
written  to  Captain  Clark,  requesting  him  to  visit  this  part  of  the  country,  that 
he  may  be  able  to  judge  for  himself  what  places  would  be  most  expedient,  so 
far  as  his  agency  in  the  removal  is  expected  to  be  exerted. 

I remain,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GREENWOOD  LEFLORE. 

Chief  of  Choclaio  Nation, 

Major  J.  H.  Hook,  U.  S.  A. 


Big  Sand,  Choctaw  Nation,  August  30,  1831. 
Sm:  I have  just  been  favored  with  a communication  from  W.  S.  Col- 
quhoun,  esq.,  special  agent  for  the  Choctaws,  dated  at  Vicksburg,  request- 
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ing  information  on  the  points  submitted  in  yours  of  the  23d  June.  In  reply 
to  your  letter,  I answered  the  inquiry  with  respect  to  the  best  route  of  mi- 
gration, by  recommending  that  from  Stanley’s  in  the  Yazoo  valley  to  Point 
Chicot  on  the  Mississippi.  I have  since,  on  account  of  the  peculiarity  of 
the  season,  which  has  been  unusually  rainy,  been  induced  to  change  my 
opinion,  and  now  think  that  the  route  by  Vicksburg  preferable.  The  Ya- 
zoo swamp  is  so  wet»as  to  render  a passage  through  it  almost  impracticable, 
and  will  probably  remain  so  during  the  season.  There  will  probably  be  a 
depot  of  provisions  established  at  Vicksburg;  and  as  there  are  good  roads 
from  all  parts  of  the  Choctaw  country  to  that  place,  and  from  thence  to  the 
country  west,  while  the  difference  in  distance  will  be  trifling,  I would  re- 
commend that  point  as  the  most  suitable  for  the  collection  of  all,  as  well 
those  who  are  to  go  by  land  as  by  water.  Of  those  who  are  to  go  by  wa- 
ter, the  party  destined  for  the  Red  river  country  may  be  conveyed  to  the 
town  of  Washington,  on  the  Washita  river,  from  whence  to  the  Choctaw 
country,  a distance  of  100  miles,  there  is  a very  good  road:  while  the  party 
who  wish  to  settle  on  the  Arkansas  may  be  conveyed  directly  to  the  place 
of  their  destination.  A sufficient  number  of  wagons  for  the  removal  of  the 
aged,  iniirm,  &c.,  from  their  homes  to  Vicksburg,  should  be  ordered  in  the 
country  now  occupied  by  the  Choctaws,  I expect  to  see  Mr.  Colquhoun 
in  the  course  of  a few  days  at  the  agency,  and  will  communicate  with  him 
personally  on  the  subject  of  the  removal. 

I remain,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GREENWOOD  LEFLORE, 

Chief,  northwest  district  Choctaw  nation. 
Major  J.  H.  Hook,  Acting  C.  G.  S., 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Cincinnati,  Jul^  20,  1832. 

Genebal:  I reached  Lebanon  on  the  19th.  Mr.  J.  B.  Gardiner,  special 
agent,  was  temporarily  absent.  I have  availed  myself  of  the  interval,  till  his 
return,  to  come  to  this  place,  make  such  arrangements  with  the  Bank  United 
States  as  will  enable  me  to  draw  on  the  State  Bank  at  Urbana,  and  to  ascer- 
tain the  data  on  which  my  estimates  are  to  be  founded. 

To  my  surprise  1 learn  that  the  bank  has  not  been  advised  of  the  credit  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  instructions.  I shall,  never- 
theless, proceed  northward,  joining  Col.  Gardiner  on  my  route.  I shall 
leave  with  the  cashier  a request  to  forward  me  a draft  on  the  Urbana  Bank 
as  soon  as  he  is  informed  of  the  credit  alluded  to.  This  will  enable  me  to 
defray  the  expense  of  the  movements  preparatory  to  removal. 

The  scarcity  of  all  kinds  of  grain  will  enhance  the  expenditure  of  subsist- 
ence beyond  the  anticipated  amount. 

My  direction  will  remain  as  heretofore,  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Lieut, 

DisVg  Sgent  emigrating  Indiatis, 

General  George  Gibson,  C,  G,  S. 

P.  S.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  the  latest  reports  of  General 
Scott’s  situation  are  alarming.  An  express  (official)  to  Indianapolis  states 
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twenty-eight  cases,  twenty-two  deaths.  Chicago  had  been  evacuated  by  the 
inhabitants — was  occupied  by  the  troops  from  the  east.  Rumors  add,  that 
the  militia  and  one  half  of  the  regulars  have  been  dispersed.- 


Pleasant  Plains,  near  Lewistown,  July  25,  1832. 

General:  I have  hastened  to  this  point  in  the  expectation  of  immediate 
employment. 

In  answer  to  my  note  reporting  myself  ready  for  duty.  Col.  Gardiner  says, 

until  I receive  further  instructions  from  the  Commissary  General  of  Sub- 
sistence, relative  to  the  route  to  be  travelled  and  the  mode  of  transportation, 
I deem  it  premature  to  furnish  you  with  any  estimates,  or  to  make  any  re- 
quisitions for  transportation  or  subsistence.” 

I shall  ascertain  as  nearly  as  may  be  the  probable  expense  ol  either  routes. 
The  widely  varying  statements,  especially  as  to  the  expense  by  the  land 
route,  renders  it  difficult  to  frame  an  accurate  estimate. 

Should  the  wish  of  the  Indians  to  go  by  land  be  complied  with,  my  duties 
will  be  increased  and  complicated.  With  the  aid  of  vigilant  agents  I hope 
to  carry  your  instructions  into  full  and  satisfactory  effect. 

I left  Washington  under  the  impression  that  the  warrant  for  the  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  instructions,  had  been  forwarded  to 
the  Cashier  of  the  United  States’  Branch  Bank  at  Cincinnati. 

I shall  await  here  an  alteration  in  the  present  singular  position  of  the  mea- 
sures for  removal. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Lieut. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Pleasant  Plains,  near  Lewistown,  July  31,  1832. 

General:  As  I have  received  no  funds,  made  no  expenditures,  I have 
no  matter  for  monthly  abstracts. 

Enclosed  are  two  estimates,  the  one  for  the  proposed  land  route,  the  other 
for  the  water.  I have  endeavored  to  inform  myself  accurately,  but  place 
little  reliance  on  the  results  of  my  inquiries. 

I have  been  asked  to  express  to  you  my  opinion  of  the  determination  of 
the  Indians  to  go  by  land.  I declined  doing  so,  as  I believed  their  determi- 
nation was  owing  to  the  intrigues  of  interested  persons,  and  might  be  alter- 
ed by  strong  representations  of  the  decision  of  Government.  I am  now  con- 
vinced that  whatever  may  have  been  the  causes,  no  persuasions  can  induce 
them  to  change  their  plan  of  travel.  Nothing  less  than  harsh  measures  will 
suffice.  Col.  Gardiner  has  proposed  going  through  on  horseback.  If  no 
more  horses  are  needed  than  are  asked  for  in  the  estimate,  it  will  be  much 
more  economical  than  transportation  by  wagons. 

The  estimate  for  removal  by  water  rests  on  the  supposition  that  the  rivers 
will  be  high  enough  to  permit  an  uninterrupted  passage  to  the  mouth  of  Kan- 
sas. This  supposition  will  prove  incorrect.  A re-shipment  must  be  made 
at  the  falls,  and  other  stoppages  will  probably  occur  from  bars,  &c. 
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I feel  it  my  duty  to  repeat^  that  harsh  measures  will  alone  induce  the  In- 
dians to  go  by  water. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Lieut. ^ 

Disbursing  %Bgmt. 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


Bellefontaine,  August  14,  1832. 

General:  Requisitions  were  made  on  the  first  instant  for  fourteen  thou- 
sand rations;  issues  to  commence  on  the  15th  inst. 

I returned  to  the  settlements,  advertised  in  the  adjacent  papers,  (a  copy 
enclosed,)  appointed  commissaries,  procured  stationery,  &c. 

I have  contracted  for  beef  rations  at  seven  cents,  bacon  rations  at  nine. 
I have  been  fortunate  in  obtaining,  as  agents,  not  only  business  men,  but  high- 
ly respectable  citizens.  So  far  as  I am  concerned  all  are  ready  to  begin  is- 
suing to  morrow. 

From  the  remark  on  the  estimates,  it  might  be  inferred  that  Col.  Gardiner 
objected  to  the  items.  He  did  not,  they  were  his  own  data.  They  (esti- 
mates) were  presented  as  a (loose)  criterion  by  which  to  compare  the  routes, 
not  as  calculations  of  the  entire  cost. 

I would  respectfully  suggest,  that  I be  authorized  to  delay  the  payments 
for  the  improvements  until  their  arrival  west,  if  such  delay  can  be  made 
without  an  open  rupture.  If  paid  immediately,  the  Indians  will  be  ungovern- 
able here,  and  destitute  hereafter. 

Fraudulent  acknowledgments  of  large  debts  have  been  obtained  in  antici- 
pation of  the  payments. 

Shall  I pay  the  expenses  of  councils  heretofore  held  preparatory  to  re- 
moval? 

Shall  I pay  the  expenses  of  vaccinating  the  Indians?  Shall  I pay  the  ex- 
penses of  officers  engaged  in  bringing  the  Ottawas  from  the  north  to  the  ren- 
dezvous at  Waupagh — or  will  they  be  regarded  as  merely  collecling? 

On  the  3d  I received  your  letter  of  the  23d,  turned  over  the  forms  as  di- 
rected. My  direction  will  be  henceforth,  Urbana,  Ohio, 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Lieut. ^ 
Disbursing  Agent, 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 

P.  S.  I shall  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing,  occasionally,  a note  to  Mr.  Easton^ 
inquiring  as  to  forms  of  accounts,  and  other  matters  too  minute  to  be  in- 
truded on  your  attention. 


Bellefontaine,  August  18,  1832. 

General:  I will  no  longer  be  silent.  ^Tis  true  that  whatever  may  be 
the  result,  I might  shelter  myself  behind  the  excuse,  that  it  was  no  part  of 
my  duty  to  see  the  errors  and  intrigues  of  others.  But  when  these  afiect 
the  character  of  the  Government,  and  the  expenditures  of  which  I have 


727 


C 512  3 

charge,  I will  not  close  my  eyes,  though  prudence  advises  it.  Besides,  I 
have  been  made  unwittingly  to  assist,  by  sending  on  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  transportation  by  pack  horses,  and  by  expressing  the  opinion  that  harsh 
measures  alone  could  induce  the  Indians  to  go  by  water. That  opinion 
was  well  founded;  the  one  preceding  it  is  no  less  true,  that  their  determi- 
nation was  caused  by  the  intrigues  of  interested  persons.’^  I declare  un- 
hesitatingly my  belief,  that  this  Indian  business,  as  now  proceeding,  and  as  it 
is  likely  to  proceed,  will  be  made  a profitable  job,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  discredit  of  the  Government. 

The  Indians  have  this  year  made  no  crops.  Hunting  will  not  support 
them.  The}''  musi  be  fed  and  clolhed—by  whom?— Government.  The 
money  for  their  improvements  has  not  yet  been  clutched.  Will  men,  anti- 
cipating  these  profits,  and  possessing,  as  they  (and  many  others)  believe, 
enough  influence  with  the  Indians  to  secure  them,  yield  them  up  without  a 
struggle?  Not  this  flail,  nor  this  winter,  nor  next  spring  do  they  wish 
them  to  remove.  Not  until  the  eyes  of  the  department  are  opened,  and  meat 
and  money  ceased  to  be  issued,  will  they  wfish  them  away.  A thousand  little 
rills  of  profit  flow  from  them;  their  removal  will  cut  off  the  supply.  The 
proposed  route  on  h.orseback  is  merely  a tub  to  the  whale.  They  who 
originated  it, and  who  now  cherish  it  among  the  Indians,  must  know  its  entire 
impracticability.  Old  vmmen  (some  over  100)  who  scarce  can  bear  the 
jolting  of  a wagon  on  smooth  roads,  whose  illness  would  detain  the  whole 
tribe,  to  ride  from  here  to  St  Louis!! 

But  aside  from  its  impracticability,  the  cost  of  a comfortable  outfit  exceeds 
the  appropriation.  One  fact  will  suffice,  there  are  two  hundred  and  fifty* 
two  Indians  at  Lewistown;  the  late  examination  exhibits  one  hundred  and 
thirty  horses,  mare  and  colls.  In  the  estimate  I forwarded  to  you,  only 
twenty  or  twenty-five  were  asked  to  completely  equip  this  tribe.  Ten 
times  that  number  would  be  needed  at  the  outset.  Fort^  thousand  dollars 
to  mount  the  Indians  and  their  baggage,  and  these  would  be  started  only  to 
leave  bodies  of  the  horses  on  the  road.  But  they  would  not  start. 

Empty  the  stable  yards  of  horses,  and  the  stores  of  saddles,  and  it  will 
avail  nothing;  new  delays,  new  demands  will  grow  on  former  grants. 
Transportation  by  wagons  is  at  this  season  almost,  if  not  entirely  imprac- 
ticable. Difficulties  would  be  given  rise  to  by  those  interested,  who  have, 
unfortunately,  exclusive  possession  of  the  ears  of  the  Indians.  Their  in- 
fluence is  undoubtedly  great,  it  has  enabled  them  to  hoodwink  or  intimidate 
the  Government  officers,  and  to  mislead  the  Indians  as  to  their  true  interests. 
Will  this  influence  be  diminished,  or  the  likelihood  of  its  being  exercised 
in  mercy  towards  the  Government  increased,  by  yielding  to  it^  I would 
most  respectfully  suggest  as  the  only  means  of  removal, that  peremptory  order 
be  given  to^carry  into  instant  effect  the  former  directions  of  the  department. 
Authorise  the  agent  to  agree  with  the  Indians,  that  such  of  their  horses 
as  are  lost,  (while  driving,)  from  fault  of  the  whites,  shall  be  replaced  at 
St.  Louis.  The  losses  will  be  very  few  if  the  business  be  well  conducted. 

Let  it  be  understood,  that  the  payments  for  the  improvements  will  not  be 
made  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  that  if  the  Indians  remain  obstinate 
they  will  not  be  fed. 

Nothing  that  I have  said  has  reference  to  Colonel  Gardiner.  He  is  no- 
wise blameworthy,  unless  it  be  in  his  amiable  unwillingness  to  break  with 
those  who  have  been  heretofore  useful  to  him. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient. servant, 

J,  F.  LANE,Zle?i/., 

General  Geokge  Gibson,  C.  G,  S.-  Disbursing  %^geni. 
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August  2^d, — I saw  yesterday  the  late  agent,  Mr.  Brish,  on  his  return 
from  the  west.  His  statements  more  than  confirm  every  one  of  my  ex- 
pressed opinions. 


Urbana,  Jlugust  26,  1832. 

General:  My  hurried  letter  of  yesterday  was  an  incomplete  answer  to 
the  communication  from  the  department,  dated  11th  August,  and  received 
me  the  25th. 

Enclosed  is  a report,  explanatory  of  my^designs.’’  A rumor  is  abroad 
that  Governor  Cass  has  left  every  thing  in  reference  to  the  removal,  to 
Colonel  Gardiner. 

However  much  I may  regret  the  selection  of  the  horse  route,  I shall  apply 
myself  with  alacrity  to  the  new  and  complicated  duties  it  will  cast  upon  me. 
I only  ask,  and  I do  ask  it  most  earnestly,  that  whatever  responsibility  may 
rest  on  me,  the  corresponding  authority  be  granted. 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F,  LANE,  Lieut., 

Disbursing  Jigent. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 

P.  S.  I regret  that  one  of  my  agents.  Captain  Thomas  Porter,  has  been 
forced  to  yield  up  the  appointment  by  the  breaking  out  of  an  old  wound. 


Urbana,  August  27,  1832. 

General  : Requisitions  have  just  been  made  on  me,  for  horses  &c. , for  the 
land  route.  I shall  be  able  to  arra7ige  with  Colonel  Gardiner  the  duties  of 
the  commissioners  to  our  mutual  satisfaction. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Lieut. , 

Disbursing  Agent, 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Bellefontaine,  September  1,  1832. 

General:  I transmit  the  monthly  abstracts  for  August.  The  various 
contracts  are  yet  in  progress  of  fulfilment^  they  do  not  therefore  appear 
on  the  abstracts. 

It  has  been  usual  (I  am  told,)  to  pay  off  the  agents,  &c.,  quarterly.  Their 
detached  positions  rendered  payment  to  all  impossible,  and  induced  me  to 
conform  to  the  custom. 

. The  shoeing  of  Indian  horses  goes  on  rapidly. 

I have  contracted  for  further  supplies  of  provisions  in  compliance  with 
Mr.  Gardiner’s  requisition.  V 

I have  published  the  enclosed  advertisement,  and  shall  easily  procure  the 
horses  required. 


729 


C 512  3 

I should  have  transmitted,  in  accordance  with  your  directions,  a detailed 
statement  of  the  number,  expenses,  &c.,  of  the  officers  accompanying  the 
Ottawas  to  the  rendezvous,  but  they  (officers,)  have  not  yet  arrived.  Many 
Ottawas  have  been  these  ten  days  drawing  rations. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  J.  F.  LANE, 

Disbursing  Jigent» 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington^  City. 


Bellepontaine,  September  14,  1833. 

General:  Recent  events  have  prevented  me  from  acting  on, or  even  ex- 
pressing the  mortification  caused  by,  the  late  change.  I have  obeyed  the 
directions  in  your  letter  of  the  28th,  but  have  been  obliged  to  appoint  three 
assistant  disbursing  agents. 

Issues  were  but  a portion  of  the  commissary’s  duties. 

The  next  mail  will  contain  a report  of  what  I have  done  and  propose 
to  do. 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  J.  F.  LANE, 
Disbursing  Jigent. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington. 


PiQiTA,  September  23,  1832. 

General:  The  Lewistown  Indians  started  on  the  19th.  The  Wapaugh- 
konetta  Indians  are  expected  to  reach  Hardin  on  the  25th.  The  Ottawas 
are  said  to  be  in  motion. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Gardiner,  despite  my  urgent  and  repeated  remonstrances,  will 
not  make  known  the  route.  It  is  useless  to  dally  longer  with  this  man. 
He  is  determined  to  render  my  business  as  difficult  and  unpleasant  as  possi- 
ble, and  his  incapacity  aids  his  purpose.  A few  instances  will  serve  as 
samples  of  his  measures. 

He  required  me  to  furnish  rations  to  the  Lewistown  Indians  on  the  21st 
at  Sidney.  Met  him  on  the  night  of  the  19th;  the  place  was  changed  to 
Hardin.  I had  made  arrangements  for  compliance;  when,  at  noon  on  the 
20tt5,  the  entire  requisition  was  countermanded.  On  the  22d,  it  was  re- 
newed on  the  assistant  disbursing  agent,  for  rations  to  be  delivered  at  oney 
P.  M. 

On  .the  Sth  September,  requisition  for  3,000  rations,  to  be  delivered  on  the 
20th  at  Brookville,  Indiana.  On  the  21st,  I am  required  to  have  rations 
ready  for  delivery  at  Richmond,  Indiana,  on  the  26th.  The  Brookville  ra- 
tions unheeded. 

But  the  vexations  and  difficulties  are  not  confined  to  large  items  of  ex- 
pense. 
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The  Indians  are  at  Hardin.  I apply  personally  to  Mr.  Gardiner,  as  I 
had  done  repeatedly  before:  I urge  on  him  the  absolute  necessity  of  due 
notice,  and  consistent  adherence  to  it  when  given.  He  answers,  ‘‘  all  is 
chaos:  1 know  not  where  the  Indians  will  be  to-morrow  night.’’ 

The  assistant  disbursing  agent  is  informed  next  morning,  that  they  will 
encamp  near  Troy,  and  requisition  is  made  for  camping  ground,  forage, 
&c.,  for  the  night.  He  hastens  on— engages  what  are  required.  The  In- 
dians are  turned  off  to  the  right,  without  the  slightest  notice,  leaving  forage 
and  provisions  to  the  left,  taking  up  an  entirely  different  route.  Thus  is  it 
in  all  things  else. 

Requisitions  are  made  for  articles  to  be  had  immediately,  which  must  be 
obtained,  necessarily,  at  the  highest  prices,  unless  a counter  requisition  o’er- 
takes  its  partner. 

As  yet  I have  supplied  everything  (authorized  by  my  instructions,)  when 
called  for;  and,  however  trifling  the  business  may  seem  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, to  me  it  has  been  one  of  labor  and  anxiety.  But  as  now  pro- 
gressing, it  cannot  long  progress.  I will  not  throw  away  the  funds  of  the 
Government  to  humor  the  malice  of  any  man;  much  less  when  the  very 
expenditures  are  to  be  used  to  my  injury.  Twelve  thousand  dollars  are  ex- 
pended, (debts  included,)  and  the  anticipated  deficiency  of  funds  is  looked 
to  as  a cloak  for  repeated  blunders, 

I say,  officially  and  fearlessly,  that  Mr.  J.  B.  Gardiner,  special  agent 
and  superintendent,  is  unworthy  and  incapable.  There  is  but  one  opinion: 
I have  expressed  it. 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  J.  F.  LANE, 

Disbursing  Jlgento 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  iS'.,  Washington  City, 

P.  S.  Please  address  me,  2X  Dayton^  Ohio.  Enclosed  are  blank  receipts 
used  by  assistant  disbursing  agents. 

PiQTjA,  September  25,  1832. 

General:  I find  the  difficulties  insurmountable.  I have  essayed  with 
good  temper  and  some  industry  to  get  along  with  Mr.  Gardiner;  but  ’twill 
not  do.  His  duplicity  and  brutality  eventuated  to-day  in  a personal  diffi- 
culty, which  I have  hitherto  carefully  avoided. 

His  drunkenness  and  destitution  of  character  place  him  below  gentlemanly 
notice.  His  age  forbids  personal  chastisement.  He  has  consummated  his 
purpose,  by  rendering  the  duty  disgraceful  as  well  as  disagreeable.  ^ 

J therefore  respectfully  ask,  that  unless  Mr.  Gardiner  be  already  re- 
moved,  that  I be  relieved  from  the  duty. 

I am  conscious  that  my  being  relieved  while  he  is  retained,  will  be  re- 
garded as  a censure  on  my  conduct.  But  feeling  will  not  always  yield  to 
policy.  I am  sure  that  you  will  not  allow  so  injurious  an  impression  to  re- 
main. I know  well  that  there  is  but  one  (and  most  decided)  opinion  of  Mr. 
G.  ’s  deportment  and  my  own. 

He  determined  to  get  the  disbursements  into  his  own  hands,  and  is  about 
to  succeed. 
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I respectfully  ask  that  a furlough  for  three  months  be  allowed  me  to  visit 
my  friends  in  case  I am  relieved. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  J.  F,  LANE, 

Disbursing  Agent, 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washing  ton  City, 


Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  Sept,  1(>,  1832. 

General:  Appraisers  of  Indian  property  have  applied  to  me  for  tHeir 
pay.  I have  not  thought  myself  authorized  by  my  instructions  to  comply. 

Shall  I pay  the  actual  expenses,  or  am  I at  liberty  to  allow  commutation 
for  the  transportation  and  subsistence  of  the  officers  engaged  in  the  removal? 
if  so,  what  shall  be  the  amount  of  the  commutation? 

Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  requires  me  to  report,  ‘^an  advisable  course 
to  be  pursued  in  regard  to  my  own  duties  under  the  new  arrangements.’’ 

Separated  as  the  tribes  will  unfortunately  be,  an  assistant  disbursing  agent 
is  necessary  to  each.  A clerk,  (to  act  frequently  as  purchasing  agent,  &c.,) 
will  be  required. 

Forage,  under  the  divisions  of  grain  and  pasturage,  will  be  purchased  from 
day  to  day  as  required,  and  paid  for  on  the  common  receipts,  (in  my  name) 
backed  by  the  certificate  of  the  conductor,  that  the  amount  charged  was  re- 
ceived. 

The  contingencies  of  transportation  and  subsistence  will  be  provided  for 
in  like  manner. 

But  this  plan  of  operations  cannot  long  continue  to  be  carried  into  effect. 
The  present  mode  of  removal  must  of  necessity  be  changed. 

Twelve  thousand  dollars  will  no  more  than  cover  the  expenditures  to  the 
close  of  the  present  month. 

The  number  of  Indians  who  will  remove,  will  not  exceed  (if  it  reach) 
eight  hundred.  These  are  divided  into  three  tribes;  each  having  as  many 
officers  as  would  be  needed  for  the  whole,  were  they  consolidated.  The  ob- 
jections to  their  consolidation  are  known  to  be  groundless. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  speak  of  the  present  conductors  and  assistant  conduct- 
ors were  the  tribes  consolidated.  The  regulations  name  me  the  conductor, 
and  I will  be  responsible  with  my  commission  for  greater  promptness  and 
unity  of  movement. 

In  a former  communication  I stated  that  the  Indians  could  be  persuaded 
to  go  by  water.  Even  Colonel  Gardiner  himself  now  acknowledges  the 
truth  of  my  statement,  and  seems  willing  to  attempt  it;  but  he  is  hampered 
by  difficulties  from  which  I am  free:  let  him,  if  need  be,  remain  superintend- 
ent, and  I will  undertake  the  task  and  run  the  risk. 

The  public  horses  purchased,  can  be  sold  at  a trifling  sacrifice.  The 
Shawnees  and  Ottowas  can  reach  their  lands  this  fall.  The  Senecas  and 
Shawnees  can  reach  a point  where  they  can  subsist  by  hunting,  and  this  at 
an  expense  one  half  that  of  the  present  plan. 

I delay  making  a report  of  my  proceedings  until  the  close  of  the  present 
quarter. 
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I have  complied  with  every  requisition  authorized  by  my  instructions. 
My  vouchers  will  fully  elucidate  every  transaction. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  J.  F.  LANE,  Disb^g  Jigmt. 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  <S.,  Washington  City, 


Richmond,  Indiana,  October  1,  1832. 
GeIjeral:  I cannot  complete  the  returns  to-day. 

In  a letter  from  Piqua,  I asked  to  be  relieved  from  this  duty.  I withdraw 
the  request.  I regret  having  made  it. 

The  issue  is  fairly  made  up  between  Mr.  Gardiner  and  myself.  My  repu- 
tation depends  on  the  decision.  In  his  drunken  folly  he  has  accused  me  of 
being  leagued  with  the  contractors,  and  has  uttered  against  me  the  foulest 
abuse.  Am  I to  enter  the  bar-rooms  and  dispute  with  the  gentleman?  Am 
I to  withdraw,  and  thus  give  color  to  his  assertions?  From  those  who  can 
best  decide,  I expect  justice. 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  J.  F.  LANE,  Disb^g  Mgent. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  tS.,  Washington  City, 


Richmond,  Indiana,  September  2,  1832. 

General:  Very  many  such  accounts  as  the  enclosed  have  been  of  late 
presented  to  me.  This  is  by  a respectable  gentleman,  and  I promised  him 
to  lay  his  account  before  you,  and  communicate  the  result. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  J.  F.  LANE,  Disb^g  Agent, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,,  Washington  City, 


Richmond,  Ia.,  October  3,  1832. 

General:  By  this  mail  you  will  receive  my  quarterly  returns.  They 
have  been  presented  to  Mr.  Gardiner,  special  agent:  he  refuses  to  certify 
them.  When  his  objections  are  stated  in  writing,  I will  make  a detailed 
report,  if  one  be  found  necessary. 

At  this  mpment  eight  hundred  Indians  are  scattered  along  a route  of 
eighty  miles^  in  jive  detachments.  To  each  of  these  I am  required  to  fur- 
nish forage,  provisions,  &c.,  from  day  to  day. 

Every  conductor  is  supplied  with  blank  requisitions,  to  be  filled  up  at 
discretion.  I am  called  on  to  deliver  provisions  every  thirty  miles.  At 
one  point  bacon,  another  beef,  another  flour,  &c.  Sometimes  complete  ra- 
tions are  called  for.  I contract,  only  a part  is  received — the  remainder 
thrown  back  on  my  hands.  The  confusion  is  unutterable. 
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The  Indians  started  from  this  place  before  the  route  was  determined,  and 
left  it  a day  before  I was  informed  where  supplies  would  be  needed.  These 
to  be  furnished  in  piece-meal — ^one  hundred  here — ^two  hundred  elsewhere^ — 
with  a ludicrous  disregard  of  muster-rolls  or  accountability.  So  inaccurately 
are  the  calculations  (so  to  call  them)  made,  that  fresh  meat  would  frequently 
spoil  before  delivery.  But  this  is  only  a portion.  Indians  are  sent  with 
requisitions  for  mending  rifles;  for  reimbursements  of  expenses  for  horses,  &c.; 
applications  for  damages,  and  debts  for  extra  services.  Claims  of  various 
kinds  are  constantly  coming  in. 

I assure  you  that,  slight  as  this  business  may  seem,  when  the  result  is 
viewed,  it  is  one  of  anxiety  and  unceasing  occupation.  As  yet,  aM  supplies 
have  been  furnished.  I am  willing  to-  continue— to  increase  my  exertions. 
But  I trust  that  the  hope  which  has  induced  me  to  continue  my  efforts, 
under  mortification  and  disadvantage,  will  not  be  disappointed. 

Mr.  Gardiner’s  removal  is  expected  by  all.  Will  I not  be  permitted  to  * 
take  charge  of  the  Indians,  as  do  the  officers  at  the  south? 

Limit  me  as  you  choose  in  cost,  in  the  number  of  agents,  but  give  me  the 
selection.  I can  effect  the  removal  satisfactorily  to  you  and  creditably  to 
myself. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  F.  LANE, 

Disbursing  %^gent. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  Washington,  D»  C, 


Richmond,  Ia.,  October  3,  1832. 

General:  The  account  current  and  quarter’s  statement  of  agents  are 
enclosed.  Fearing  a deficiency  in  the  funds,  I stopped  all  dispensable  pay- 
ments for  contingencies,  that  no  delay  might  arise  from  want  of  transporta- 
tion and  subsistence. 

I have  been  compelled  to  make  partial  payments  to  officers,  which  will 
date  in  this  quarter. 

The  available  funds  are  less  than  one  thousand  dollars. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

' Lieut.  J.  F.  LANE,  • 
Disbursing  *dgent 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  Washington  City, 


Richmond,  Ia.,  October  3,  1832. 

General:  Enclosed  are  abstract  of  disbursements  for  contingencies,  and 
vouchers.  The  receipt  for  payment  to  Captain  David  Robb  has  been  mis- 
laid. It  will  be  forwarded  hereafter. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  J.  F.  LANE,  Disb^g  JIgent, 
Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G,  8,,  Washington  City, 
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Richmond,  Ia.,  October  1832. 

Genekal:  Enclosed  are  abstract  of  disbursements  for  transportation,  con- 
tracts,  and  vouchers  for  payments.  The  prices  in  many  instances  are  high. 
When  active  operations  become  less  engrossing,  I shall  forward  a 4etaUed 
report.  Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  J.  F.  LANE, 

Disbursing  Jigent. 

Gen.  Geobge  Gibson,  C.  G,  S, 


Richmond,  Ia.,  October  3,  1832. 

General:  Enclosed  are  abstract  of  disbursements  for  subsistence,  con- 
tracts for  delivery,  and  payment. 

Mr.  Gardiner  refused  to  receipt  for  rations  delivered  by  O^Ferral,  al- 
leging  that  the  provision  returns  were  sufficient  vouchers.  In  vain  I re- 
presented to  him  that  they  should  accompany  his  provision  reports— that  he 
had  signed  similar  receipts  for  workmen's  rations.  He  has  since  signed 
similar  receipts. 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  J.  F.  LANE, 

Disbursing  ^gent. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Cincinnati,  October  11  ^ 1832. 

General:  The  eastern  mail  of  the  15th  instant  brought  me  nothing  at 
Indianapolis.  Urged  for  payment  by  contractors,  officers,  teamsters,  &c,; 
convinced  that  your  letters  were  detained  at  some  intermediate  office ; 
unable  to  hire  any  one  to  ride  express  to  this  place,  from  fear  of  the  cholera, 
I have  travelled  hither  to  ascertain  whether  funds  had  been  deposited  here; 
if  not,  to  borrow  as  much  as  would  extricate  me  from  the  most  urgent  de- 
mands. I find  that  a new  deposite,  to  my  credit,  has  just  been  made.  I 
start  instantly  for  the  Wabash. 

Not  an  instant  delay  of  the  emigration  has  arisen  from  want  of  funds. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut,  J.  F.  LANE, 

Disbursing  *^gent. 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  8, 


Indianapolis,  October  12,  1832. 

General:  Letters  from  the  department,  of  the  22d  and  24th  ultimo,  are 
just  received. 

My  frank  disapproval  of  the  course  formerly  pursued,  while  it  has  given 
an  impulse  to  the  removal,  has  exposed  me  to  perplexing  and  vexatious  diffi- 
culties. I will  not  attempt  to  sketch  them.  I have  not  been  entirely  suc- 
cessful in  parrying  the  efforts  of  the  special  agent  to  embarrass  me. 
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The  first  detachment  is  on  the  Wabash,  the  last  is  eleven  miles  east  of 
this  place.  The  funds  have  been  for  some  days  exhausted.  I have  expend- 
ed all  that  I or  my  friends  can  command,  expecting  that  every  mail  would 
bring  notice  of  an  additional  credit.  I would  borrow,  but  the  usual  pre- 
mium is  exorbitantly  high.  I shall  purchase  on  certificates. 

The  assistant  disbursing  agents  have  been  instructed  to  that  effect. 

The  little  experience  already  acquired,  convinces  me  of  the  incorrectness 
of  some  of  the  opinions  formerly  expressed. 

My  opinion  of  the  route  b}’’  pack  horses  alone  was  correct. 

My  estimate  of  the  number  of  horses  needed  was  too  great.  The  certi- 
fied list  of  Indian  horses,  (from  which  my  judgment  was  drawn,)  exhibited 
much  less  than  the  real  number. 

My  apprehensions  for  the  future  are  darker  than  ever.  A part  from  the 
mismanagement  to  which  they  are  unfortunately  subjected,  the  cholera  and 
the  approaching  winter  threaten  the  intemperate  and  improvident  Indians, 

Should  I remain  with  them  during  the  winter,  I intreat  that  a discretion 
be  allowed  me,  in  ministering  to  their  necessities. 

Injustice  to  Mr.  Gardiner,  I should  remark,  that  for  the  last  ten  days  he 
has  conducted  himself  with  more  personal  propriety  than  heretofore. 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  J.  F.  LANE. 

Disbursing  *^gent. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

G.  G,  S.f  WcLshington  City. 

P.  S.  Please  direct  to  this  place.  Communications  will  be  forwarded 
to  me. 


Near  St.  Louis,  2Slh  October,  1832. 

’ General:  My  duties  as  disbursing  agent  of  the  Ohio  emigrating  In- 
dians are  about  to  close. 

Colonel  Abert  has  directed  me  to  pay  off  all  outstanding  accounts,  and 
hold  myself  in  readiness  to  turn  over  the  funds,  &c.,  as  soon  as  an  officer 
can  be  obtained  from  St.  Louis. 

Colonel  Abert  has  shown  me  a letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  vesting 
in  him  unlimited  authority.  He  has  volunteered  the  remark,  that  he  has 
not  heard  a breath  of  censure  on  my  conduct.  He  places  the  change  on  the 
ground,  that  as  he  is  forced  to  dispense  with  Mr.  Gardiner  he  must  re- 
lieve me. 

Mr.  Gardiner  receives  a leave  of  absence  to  visit  his  family,  and  I am 
ordered  to  Washington.  I am  disgraced  in  the  public  eye  to  soften  Mr. 
Gardiner’s  fate. 

I came  to  this  duty  with  the  determination  to  exert  myself  to  the  utmost 
in  its  performance,  and  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  your  approbation. 

Week  after  week  I forebore  to  speak  of  Mr.  Gardiner’s  misconduct,  until 
the  current  of  censure  involved  me  with  him:  until  the  most  respectable 
friends  of  the  administration  urged  it  upon  me  as  an  imperative  duty  to  re- 
port him.  I did  so,  and  public  opinion  as  well  as  minute  investigation  will 
more  than  justify  it. 

I acquainted  Mr.  Gardiner  with  that  report.  Since  then  his  conduct 
officially  and  individually  has  been  less  exceptionable. 
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Under  all  mortifications  and  embarrassments,  T have  persevered,  heedless 
of  individual  dislike  or  personal  efibrt.  What  is  my  reward? 

Is  it  not  unjust  to  sacrifice  one  who  has  no  power  to  harm^  merely  to  dimin- 
ish, by  sharing  the  deserved  disgrace  of  another,  who  might  prove  trouble- 
some. 

All  that  I can  now  ask  is  a searching  examination;  even  its  result  can  only 
be  a feeble  reparation.  The  injury  is  public,  the  remedy,  even  if  effectual, 
will  be  limited. 

I shall  settle  my  accounts  and  report  in  person  immediately  to  you. 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  J.  F.  LANE. 

Disbursing  *Mgent. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Lower  Alton,  Illinois,  Nov.  1832. 

General:  Colonel  Abert  informs  me  that  he  has  acquainted  you  with 
the  changes  he  has  made. 

I proceed  immediately  to  St.  Louis,  to  make  some  arrangement  for  pro- 
curing funds  for  the  small  detachment  to  which  I am  assigned  as  disbursing 
agent. 

The  monthly  abstracts  for  October  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Lewistown  detachment  are  settled.  I meet  it  at  St.  Genevieve. 
The  vouchers  will  accompany  the  abstracts. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  J.  F.  LANE, 

Dis’h.  *dgt.  Lewistown  emigrating  Indians. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Steamboat  Falcon,  River  Mississipfi,  5th  Nov.  1832. 

General:  I have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  make  certain  statements  in  re- 
ference to  James  B.  Gardiner,  special  agent. 

As  an  investigation  may  take  place  before  I return  to  Washington,  I re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  list  of  persons  acquainted  with  the  facts. 
Colonel  McElvain,  Indian  agent,  of  Ohio. 

General  Jeremiah  McLane,  of  Columbus. 

Major  Wm.  Hunt,  Postmaster,  Urbana. 

Colonel  James  McPherson,  of  Bellefontaine. 

Mr.  Henry  McPherson,  do.  do. 

Captain  David  Robb,  do.  do. 

Mr.  McCulloch,  clerk,  do.  do. 

Mr.  Newell,  jr.  of  do.  do. 

Mr.  May,  innkeeper  do.  do. 

Mr.  Wm.  Bull,  do.  do.  do. 

Samuel  Scott,  late  innkeeper  at  Wapaughkonett^,  naW  of  Belle- 
fontaine. 
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Judge  John  Shelby,  of  Bellefontaine. 

Captain  John  Weam,  do. 

Most  respectfully, 

Yout  obedient  servant, 

J.’F.  LANE,  Ziew#.,. 

Dis^b  of  Lewisiown  bandhf  Ohioemi,  Indium*  • 
General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  8,^  Washington  City, 


Steamboat  Falcon,-  Mississippi  r-ivek,-  Non,  6,,  l’832. 

General:  On  reaching  St.  Louis,  Geri.  Cferk  advised  that  I should  fake 
with  me  such  funds  as  I might  need. 

He  advanced  me  three  thousand  dollars.  I have  left  with  him  a check  for 
the  amount,  in  case  funds  be  deposited  to  my  credit  in  St.  Louis. 

Col.  J.  J.  Abert  instructed  me  to  apply  directly  to  yourself  for  funds. 
Three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  with  the  balance  in  my  hands,  will  suf- 
fice for  the  Lewistown  Indians. 

How  shall  the  public  horses  be  disposed  of?  Shall  I contract  for  supplies 
for  the  present  year? 

Please  direct  to  me,  at  Fort  Gibson,  on  the  Arkansas. 

Most  respectfully,- 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.-  LANE,  Lieut, ^ 

Disbursing  *dgeM; 

General  Georob- Gibson,-  ' 

C.  G.  8.,  Washington  City,- 


Choctaw  Camp,;  Mouth  op  Rock  Row,  White  river,  ^ 

' Monroe  County ^ T,y  Nov,  8,  1832. 

Sir:  I am  at  this  place  as  assistant  superintendent,  charged  with  the  duties 
assigned  me  by  my  principal,  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  and  some  special 
ones  by  Capt  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent 

1 daily  expect  to  be  superseded  by  Col.  Wm.  Armstrong,  whose  arrival 
is  expected.  But  as  the  mail  passes  to-day,  I deemed-  it  my  duty  to  report 
that,  on  the  5th,  one  hundred  and  forty-one  of  the  United  States^  teams,  aild 
those  hired  in  the  service,  had  arrived,  a number  within  fifteen  of  the  whole 
required  for  the  Choctaw  removal. 

On  the  same  day  the  steamboat  Reindeer  arrived  with  a party  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  Choctaws,  conducted  by  Mr.  Irwin*  The  physician  of 
the  boat  reported  cases  of  cholera,  and  since  then  Doctors  Fulton  and  Ray- 
burn, agents  in  the  service,  and  who  have  attended  the  sick,  are  divided  in 
opinion,  Doctor  Fulton  not  believing  it  cholera.  Number  of  cases  from  the 
3d  to  5th,  on  the  voyage  from  the  mouth  of  White  river,  eight  or  nine- 
deaths  two*  Number  of  cases  since  their  arrival,  from  5th  to  this,  theSth,  fif- 
ty-three—deaths  twelve. 

This  disease  has  caused  so  great  and  so  general  a panic,  that  the  consequen- 
ces cannot  be  calculated.  Seventeen  teamsters,  United  States^  service,  have 
left.  Three  of  the  hired  Wagons  and  teams  have  gone,  and  it  is  reported  that 
those  which  had  not  arrived  on  the  5th  would  not  come. 
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I have  permitted  the  teams  to  disperse  in  the  neighborhood  to  situations 
which  the  drivers  may  deem  safe  from  contagion.  They  have  mostly  done  so. 

Until  this  calamity  the  agents  of  Government  had  cause  to  congratulate 
themselves  that  their  arrangements  had  been  fortunate  as  well  as  judicious. 

Much  will  devolve  on  the  Messrs.  Armstrong,  and  it  cannot  be  hoped 
that  they  can  be  fortunate.  I do  not  think  that  wagoners  will  haul  the  bag- 
gage, and  particularly  the  sick,  if  the  migration  should  be  resolved  on;  and 
should  it  be  attempted  there  is  a probability  that  the  civil  authorities  of  the 
Territory  may  prohibit  their  passing  through  the  country;  or  the  people  of 
the  neighborhoods  may  withhold  supplies  or  destroy  those  that  are  provided. 
It  is  certain  there  will  be  much  excitement. 

This  information  is  intended  to  prepare  you  for  the  communication  of  Col. 
Armstrong.  I am  well  convinced  that  he  will  require  all  the  advice  and 
assistance  which  your  department  can  afford  him. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  LANGHAM, 

•Assistant  Superintendent. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.f  Washington  City. 


Panther  Creek,  210  S.  W.  St.  Genevieve,  Bee.  2,  1832. 

General:  Gov.  Clark,  superintendent  Indian  affairs,  has  just  forwarded 
a copy  of  your  letter  of  the  22d  October — I have  conoplied  with  it. 

I learn  that  a deposite  of  five  thousand  dollars  has  been  made  to  my  credit 
at  St.  Louis.  Gov.  Clark  has  drawn  it  on  my  check  to  reimburse  him  (in 
part)  for  his  advance  of  eight  thousand  dollars.  Five  thousand  dollars  more 
will  be  needed. 

A brief  illness  prevented  me  from  completing  my  quarterly  returns.  I 
directed  my  clerk  to  copy  them  out  of  the  account  books,  and  forward  them 
with  the  vouchers. 

In  reference  to  this  detachment  I can  say  but  little  that  will  give  you  plea- 
sure. 

Foolishly  determined  to  winter  on  the  way,  they  avail  themselves  of  every 
excuse  for  delay.  Sickness,  bad  weather,  high  waters,  the  poor  condition 
of  their  horses,  &.C.,  furnish  them  enough.  To  leave  them  would  be  to  give 
them  up  to  starvation,  and  the  scanty  settlers  to  pillage. 

I have  furnished  two  additional  wagons  for  provisions.  No  flour  to  be 
obtained  save  within  forty  miles  of  the  Mississippi.  Corn  meal  at  two  places 
between  Potosi  and  the  Arkansas.  Single  houses  scattered  twenty,  thir- 
ty, and  forty  miles  apart.  I have  transported  corn  twenty-five  miles  to  the 
road.  Of  the  road  itself  you  may  judge  by  this;  we  have  travelled  to-day 
eight  miles,  and  passed  six  fords  near  swimming.  Only  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miles  remain.  I hope  fifteen  days  will  suffice. 

I suppose  they  are  to  be  supplied  during  the  next  year  from  Little  Rock. 

I shall  dispose  of  the  public  property,  return  by  St.  Louis,  pay  up  the  ap- 
praisers, and  hasten  to  Washington. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Lieut. 

Disbursing  Jigent. 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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Seneca  Agency,  Bee,  11,  1832. 

General;  I am  within  nine  miles  of  the  Lewistown  lands.  The  Indians 
are  within  two  days’  march. 

There  is  here  no  agent  (specially  appointed)  to  receive  them.  No  com- 
missary to  feed  them. 

Shall  they  be  considered  en  route  until  their  lands  are  surveyed,  until 
their  agent  (if  one  there  is  to  be  exclusively  for  them)  arrive  to  receive  them? 

The  expense  and  the  difficulties  of  various  kinds  arising  from  the  delay, 
will,  I am  sure,  justify  the  arrangement  that  will  be  carried  into  effect,  un- 
less other  instructions  are  received. 

Major  Kennedy,  agent  for  Senecas,  will  act  as  agent  for  Lewistown  In- 
dians, and  will  receive  them  on  the  point  of  their  lands  nearest  this.  When 
received,  the  officers,  teams,  &c. , will  be  paid  and  discharged. 

A contract  has  been  made  (I  am  told)  by  Captain  Brown,  for  rations; 
issues  to  commence  5th  January. 

I have  notified  Captain  Brown  of  their  near  approach,  and  hope  that  an 
officer  will  arrive  before  my  departure. 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE  Lieut.  ^ 

Disbursing  Jlgent. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


# 

Seneca  Agency,  Becember  1832. 

General:  The  Indians  arrived  here  on  the  13th.  The  suggestion  in 
my  last  letter  was  carried  into  effect. 

The  conductor,  &c.  with  the  chiefs,  went  to  Grand  river,  (within  eight 
miles  of  the  land,)  being  unable  to  cross,  he  returned;  the  tribe  refusing  to 
accept  the  tract  assigned  in  the  treaty. 

On  the  17th,  the  Indians  were  turned  over  to  Major  Kennedy,  and  all 
employed  were  paid  off,  receiving,  as  money,  certificates  of  the  amount  due 
them. 

Mean  while  a letter  came  from  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Indian  commissioner, 
requesting  me  to  survey  the  land,  and  urging  me  to  remain  until  his  ar- 
rival. 

Issues  under  the  contract  made  by  Captain  Brown  were  to  begin  on  the 
5th  January. 

I crossed  Grand  river,  examined  the  land,  and  found  it  as  reported. 

On  the  26th  instant,  the  commissioners  arrived,  made  a treaty  consoli- 
dating the  two  tribes,  and  exchanging  lands  west  for  lands  east  of  Grand 
river. 

I have  made  issues  to  the  5th  January  inclusive.  The  Indians  are  not 
merely  satisfied;  they  are  grateful  to  Government  for  the  equitable  fulfilment 
of  their  treaty. 

I have  not  time  to  make  out  abstracts  of  disbursements  before  leaving;  to 
guard  against  accident,  I forward  one  set  of  vouchers.  The  amount  ex- 
pended is  {§2,000  more  than  I estimated.  Colonel  J.  M.  Workman’s  pay, 
the  extra  teams,  the  rations  for  twenty-four  days  after  arrival,  the  seventeen 
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days  on  the  road  more  than  I had  expected,  and  the  large  quantity  and  high 
price  of  forage,  swelled  it  beyond  my  estimate.  The  teams  and  forage  were 
indispensable. 

Some  disbursements  will  be  noted,  not  authorized  by  your  instructions  to 
me.  They  were  made  in  conformity  to  the  tenor  of  Colonel  Abert’s  di- 
rections. ^ 

Thirteen  public  horses,  eleven  saddles,  four  bridles,  &c.,  were  turned 
over  to  me  and  sold.  The  proceeds  with  small  credits  on  account  of  public 
forage  amount  to  ^273  37h  Three  horses  were  left  on  the  route  unsold. 
One  account  (small)  in  Indiana  unsettled.  1 shall  return  by  St,  Louis,  over- 
taking there  the  persons  to  whom  I have  given  certificates,  and,  after  closing 
what  business  I may  have  with  General  Clark,  proceed  to  Washington. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Lieut,, 

Disbursing  ^gmt. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  Oity, 


Washington,  March  15,  1833. 

General:  The  expense  of  the  emigration  from  Ohio  greatly  exceeds 
the  limit  fixed  by  the  President.  In  his  letter  to  the  department  of  August 
17,  received  by  me,  September  10,  he  grants  permission  to  Mr.  Gardiner 
to  remove  the  Indians  by  land,  provided  the  cost  did  not  exceed  ^20  per 
head. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Gardiner,  by  his  remarks  on  my  abstracts,  and  by  statements 
out  of  doors,  endeavors  to  shift  from  himself  to  me  the  responsibility  for  this 
excess.  I respectfully  ask  your  attention  while  I examine  the  disburse- 
ments, not  specifically  covered  by  Mr.  G.^s  requisitions: 

1st.  The  excess  of  prices  actually  paid  for  articles  over  the  prices  speci- 
fied in  Mr.  G.^s  requisitions. 

On  this  Mr.  G.  lays  great  stress,  and  asserts  it  to  be  a considerable  part  of 
the  whole  expense. 

Under  the  printed  regulations  Mr.  G.  had  no  authority  to  direct  me  as  to 
the  prices  I should  pay,  nor  the  persons  from  whom  I should  purchase. 

The  increase  of  power  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  gave  no  such 
authority.  It  was  derived  by  implication  from  the  President’s  letter,  I 
thought  the  President’s  limitation  had  reference  to  the  plan  of  remo- 
val, to  the  organization  of  the  emigrants  into  one  instead  of  four  detach- 
ments, and  not  to  the  supplies  of  transportation  and  subsistence,  whose 
amount  IS  prescribed  by  the  regulations,  whose  jpnre.v  depend  on  their 

market  value,  over  which  Mr.  G.’s  written  limitations  could  have  no  con- 
trol. It  would  have  been  far  more  efficient  to  have  ordered  the  citizens  on 
our  route  to  sell  at  such  prices  as  Mr.  G.  should  direct,  than  to  give  him  the 
power  to  order  me  to  purchase  at  his  dictated  values,  I will,  however, 
suppose  the  power  granted.  The  first,  and  indeed  only  important  specifica- 
tion under  this  head,  is  the  prices  paid  for  public  horses.” 

On  the  28th  August,  Mr.  G.  made  a requisition  for  seventy-five  public 
horses,  average  price  $40.  No  time  being  fixed,  I published  advertise- 
ments for  purchases  on  the  10th  September,  (see  advertisement  annexed.) 
On  the  night  of  the  2d  September,  Mr.  G.  arrived  at  Bellefontaine,  highly 
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elated  with  the  extension  of  authority  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  He 
ordered  me  to  ‘‘  send  off  expresses  instantly,  with  abrogations  of  my  adver- 
tisements to  send  off  to  the  river  country  and  purchase  good  horses  imme- 
diately, as  they  could  not  be  got  at  Bellefontaine.’’ 

He  was  at  length  induced  to  modify  his  order  to  fifty  horses,  which  naust 
positively  be  ready  to  start  with  the  Wapaugh  and  Lewistown  Indians,  by 
the  6th  or  8th  at  farthest — four,  or  at  most  six  days,  to  send  one  hundred 
miles,  purchase  good  horses,  and  return  with  them  to  Hellefontaine,  instead 
of  incurring  the  expense  of  purchasing  them  in  the  straggling  mode  desig- 
nated in  the  requisition,  and  the  risk  of  losing  them  while  on  their  way  to 
Bellefontaine.  I had  them  presented  at  the  rendezvous-^examined  and  ap- 
proved by  three  gentlemen  of  known  standing,  whose  certificate  of  their 
fitness  and  cash  value  is  among  my  vouchers.  Such  as  they  approved,  I 
purchased,  never  for  more,  and  often  for  less  than  their  appraised  values. 
Some  of  these  horses  were  of  a better  quality  and  a higher  price  than  I 
wished;  but  there  was  no  time  to  select,  and  I thought  it  safer  and  more 
economical  to  err  on  the  side  of  excellence.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
requisition  calling  for  these  horses  so  hurriedly,  contained  no  limitation  as 
to  price,  and  I assert,  on  my  honor,  that  the  limitation  in  the.previous  requi- 
sition was  expressly  recanted.  Spare  no  expense,  send  south,  and  get 
good  horses,^’  were  the  words  of  Mr.  G.  These  he  has  found  it  convenient 
to  forget.  They  are  only  important  in  showing  the  peculiarity  of  his  me- 
mory. Forty-eight  horses  were  ready  on  the  8th.  Their  average  cost  was 
$46.  On  the  10th  I purchased,  pursuant  to  my  advertisement,  the  remain- 
ing twenty-seven.  Their  average  cost  was  $38.  Who  is  responsible  for 
the  excess  of  $288?  Surely  he,  who,  by  an  inconsiderate  requisition,  forced 
me  to  vary  from  my  own  plan  of  purchases. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark,  that  the  requisitions  were  made,  and  the 
horses  purchased,  before  the  receipt  of  the  President’s  letter,  supposed  to 
grant  the  power  to  Mr.  G.  of  fixing  the  prices  of  articles,  and  designating 
the  persons  from  whom  they  were  to  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Gardiner  has  again  and  again  asserted  that  these  horses  were  worth- 
less. The  certificates  of  the  appraisers  at  the  time  of  purchase,  and  of  the 
conductors,  and  assistant  conductors,  after  the  horses  had  been  two  months 
in  service,  show  the  falsity  of  these  assertions, 

2d.  The  following  are  the  only  discrepancies  between  limitations  in  requi- 
sitions, and  prices  paid,  after  the  receipt  of  the  President’s  letter. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  Mr.  G.  required  3,000  rations  of  bacon,  &c., 
to  be  ready  for  the  emigrants  at  Brookville,  Indiana,  (one  hundred  miles 
distant,)  on  the  20th  September.  I advertised,  contracted  for  8 cents,  and  on 
the  20th  reported  them  ready.  On  the  19th  September,  being  still  at  Belle- 
fontaine, Mr.  G.  required  me  to  deliver  them  at  Richmond,  forty  miles 
north  of  Brookville,  on  the  30th  September,  or  to  forfeit  the  contract. 

The  rations  were  ready  at  Richmond  on  the  30th,  and  were  finally,  be- 
tween the  4th  and  6th,  received  by  Mr.  G.  The  transportation  and  storeage 
increased  the  aggregate  cost.  Who  is  responsible  for  the  increase? 

The  same  requisition  received  on  the  night  of  the  8th  September,  called 
for  thirty-six  $8  saddles,  five  good  saddles,  with  bridles,  &c.,  to  be  deliver- 
ed on  the  12th  and  13th;  twenty-four  saddles  at  Wapaugh,  30  miles  distant. 
They  could  not  be  obtained  in  the  immediate  neighborhood;  notwithstand- 
ing, all  were  delivered.  To  complete  the  number  I was  obliged  to  pay  $9 
a piece  for  three.  The  same  requisition  called  for  nine  wagons  at  $3  per  day, 
to  be  ready  at  Wapaugh  and  Lewistown  on  the  I4th.  After  trying  for 
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two  days  to  hire  them  at  ^3, 1 reported  to  Mr.  Gr.  the  impossibility  of  en- 
gaging them  on  such  short  notice  at  less  than  50,  and  asked  further  in- 
structions. My  report  was  not  answered.  I employed  the  teams  at  S3  50. 
At  the  end  of  twelve  days  their  wages  were  reduced.  Who  was  responsi- 
ble in  this  instance? 

The  two  additional  wagons  hired  by  me  at  more  leisure,  a few  days  after, 
received  only  $3. 

The  next  and  last  discrepancy  occurred  at  Indianapolis,  where  6i  cents  per 
lb.  was  paid  for  the  bacon,  instead  of  6i.  This  would  not  have  been,  had 
Mr.  G.  received  the  whole  amount  ealled  for. 

* ' Such  are  the  extravagancies  with  which  I am  charged.  It  is  not  a little  sin- 
gular that  the  converse  of  this  charge  has  been  vehemently  urged  against  me. 
Too  much  rigidity,  too  strict  an  adherence  to  instructions!  When  I learn 
that  these  are  faults,  I will  answer  to  the  charge. 

There  is  another  class  of  expenditures,  about  which  I have  felt  far  more  so- 
licitude , I mean  the  pay  of  the  assistant  disbursing  agents.  They  were  appoint- 
ed on  Mr.  Gardiner’s  requisitions,  by  virtue  of  a power  granted  in  my  instruc- 
tions. I reported  their  appointment  to  the  department,  and  remonstrated 
against  the  plan  which  rendered  them  necessary.  When  the  personal  dif- 
ferences between  Mr.  G.  and  myself  were  at  their  height,  he  sent  me  an 
order,  dismissing  the  assistant  disbursing  agents,  and  soon  after  offered, 
through  the  assistant  agent,  to  withdraw  it  if  I would  dismiss  two  teamsters, 
who,  as  he  thought,  had  been  disrespectful  to  him.  I will  confess  that,  for  a 
moment,  I resolved  to  comply,  and  throw  on  him  the  responsibility  of  the 
consequences.  But  the  tribes  were  scattered  along  the  road — each  conductor 
having  blank  requisitions  to  cover  the  daily  supplies,  the  only  means  of  fur- 
nishing which  were  the  assistant  disbursing  agents.  I informed  Mr.  G.,  in 
reply,  that  I could  not  at  that  time  comply  with  the  order  without  stopping 
the  emigration;  but  would  do  so  at  Richmond,  the  next  depot;  at  which 
place  I urged  him  to  consolidate  the  tribes,  and  thus  enable  me  to  dispense 
with  all  the  assistants.  I had  previously  laid  before  him  a statement  of  the 
expenditures  already  inci^rred,  and  by  an  estimate  showed  that  the  expense 
must  double  the  President’s  allowance.  In  the  strongest  terms  I made  the 
same  statement  to  the  department,  and  urged  the  consolidation  of  the  tribes. 
If  the  President’s  limitation  had  any  practical  application,  it  was  this:  con- 
solidate the  tribes,  and  dispense  with  useless  officers. 

A tribe  of  Ottaways,  in  number  80,  cost  joer  day  for  subsistence  — for 
transportation  ^6 — for  contingencies,  (pay  of  officers  merely)  By  con- 

solidating, as  I believe  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done  under  the  President’s 
letter,  86,000  of  the  825,000  expended  by  me  would  have  been  saved. 

By  making  his  requisitions  considerately  and  properly,  four  hundred  dol- 
lars would  have  been  saved.  To  recur  to  the  assistant  disbursing  agents: 
the  order  was  withdrawn,  and  when  I arrived  at  Richmond,  instead,  of  con- 
solidating the  tribes,  I was  informed  that  eighty  lagging  Shawnees  would  be 
organized  into  a separate  detachment,  and  soon  after  an  assistant  disbursing 
agent  was  specially  called  for,  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  con- 
ductor of  this  fourth  detachment. 

Instead  of  reductions^  in  consequence  of  the  President’s  letter,  twelve 
hundred  dollars  have  been  paid  to  officers  entirely  supernumerary.  These 
are  the  items  that  swell  the  disbursements  to  so  large  an  amount.  The  sub- 
sistence and  transportation  are  exorbitant  neither  in  price  nor  quantity. 

A glance  at  my  correspondence  with  the  department  and  with  Mr.  Gar- 
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diner  will  show  my  uniform  opposition,  on  every  proper  occasioH,  to  the 
plan  of  subdividing  the  Indians.  The  course  I have  pursued  has  had,  appa- 
rently, no  other  effect  than  to  irritate  Mr.  Gardiner,  and  expose  me  to  the 
foulest  abuse.  I must,  however,  be  allowed  to  say,  that  it  gave  an  impulse 
to  the  emigration  which  was  greatly  needed,  and  that  the  rigidity  so  much 
complained  of  has  saved  to  the  Government  a very  considerable  amount. 
I am  gratified  to  find  that  my  disallowance  of  certain  claims  preferred,  and 
nearly  all  my  subsequent  acts,  were  in  strict  accordance  with  the  instructions 
forwarded  by  you. 

While  acting  under  your  original  instructions,  I experienced  no  difficulty. 
When  they  were  innovated  upon,  it  required  the  utmost  caution  and  constant 
attention  to  preserve  the  semblance  of  system  in  disbursements.  I need  not 
say  that  those  innovations  afforded  an  opportunity  of  thrusting  personal  feel- 
ings into  official  transactions. 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CoMMissARV  General.  J.  F.  LANE,  LieuU 


Washington,  ^pril  6,  1833. 

General:  My  accounts  of  disbursements  for  the  removal  of  the  Ohio 
Indians  have  just  been  closed.  The  causes  that  rendered  those  duties  diffi- 
cult and  unpleasant,  are  well  known  to  you : they  eventuated  in  the  order 
superseding  Mr.  J.  B.  Gardiner  as  special  agent.  Since  being  relieved, 
that  gentleman  has  availed  himself  of  every  opportunity  to  load  me  with 
abuse.  I demanded  a court  of  inquiry  to  investigate  the  alleged  misconduct. 
The  President,  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  the  commanding  general,  thought 
a court  unnecessary,  and  referred  me  to  you  as  the  person  whose  judgment 
would  be  decisive. 

As  all  my  acts,  from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  the  emigration, 
are  now  clearly  and  connectedly  before  you,  I respectfully  and  earnestly  ask 
a full  and  conclusive  decision  as  to  their  correctness. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Li^utty 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G.  S,  Disbursing  %dgenth 


Washington,  %Bpril  12,  1833. 

General:  1 have  just  read  a letter  from  Capt.  Brown,  imputing  to  me 
neglect  in  not  forwarding  to  him  a roll  of  Senecas  and  Shawnees.  Your 
instructions,  pointing  out  the  course  to  be  pursued  on  the  arrival  of  the  In- 
dians, were  not  received ; their  position  induced  me  to  suppose  that  they 
would  be  supplied  with  rations  by  Capt.  Brown.  On  the  day  I reached  the 
agency,  I forwarded,  by  express  to  Fort  Gibson,  a letter  for  Capt.  Brown, 
stating  the  arrival  and  number  of  the  Indians. 

I found  at  the  Seneca  village,  Major  Kennerly,  sub-Indian  agent,  and 
issuing  agent  for  Capt.  Brown.  To  him  a complete  roll  of  the  Senecas  and 
Shawnees  was  delivered,  accompanied  by  a report  containing  all  the  infor- 
mation that  I thought  could  be  of  use. 


I succeeded  in  selling  all  the  public  property.  Having  been  advised  by 
Major  Kennerly,  (Capt.  Brownes  agentj)  that  the  contractor^  Mfv  Douglass, 
would  commence  issuing  on  the  5th  of  January,  I provided  rations  up  to 
that  date,  reporting  it  to  Capt#  Brown. 

Haying  no  further  business,  I complied  with  Governor  Clark’s  request  to 
meet  him  at  St.  Louis, 

Most  respectfully 3 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J,  F.  LANE,  Lieut, y 

Commissary  General  of  Subsistence.  Disbursing  jSgent, 


Fort  TowsoN,.t^^ri7  7,  1-833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  request  to  be  detailed  on  Indian  duty,  as  dis- 
bursing agent  in  the  removal  of  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  provided 
any  more  officers  are  to  be  detailed  on  that  duty. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  L.  P.  LUPTON, 

C.  G.  Washington.  Lieutenant  Third  Infantry. 

Treasury  Department,  Second  Auditor’s  Office, 

August  27,  1833.' 

Sir;  Your  account  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  lor  the  quar- 
ter ending  30th  June  last,  Has  been  examined  and  found  correct,  leaving  a 
balance  against  you  of  ® 15,268  31,  as  stated  in  your  account  current. 

I am,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S.,  WM.  B.  LEWIS. 

P.  S.  On  the  10th  instant,  a requisition.  No.  4,220,  for  ^3,000,  has  been 
issued  in  your  favor,  not  included  in  the  above  mentioned  settlement 


Emigration  of  Indians,  Columbus,  Mississippi, 

August  '23,  1838. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  direction,  I reported  at  Nashville,  Tennes- 
see, on  the  7th  instant.  I then  understood  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  me 
to  make  out  and  forward  estimates,  as  Capt  Armstrong,  special  agent,  had 
already  made  arrangements  for  procuring  funds.  I therefore  proceeded  to 
this  place,  where  I have  now  the  honor  to  report  myself. 

On  the  15th  of  September  operations  will  commence,  and,  I think,  with 
every  likelihood  of  success.  No  blanks  have  been  forwarded  to  this  place; 
they  cannot  reach  us  before  our  departure. 

1 respectfully  request  that  abstracts,  returns,  accounts  current,  &c.,  may 
be  sent  me  at  Memphis. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Lieut. 9 

Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  Disbursing  Agent, 

C.  G.  Washing t on f D.  C. 
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Old  Choctaw  Agency,  September  2,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  1 6th  ultimo  is  received.  I leave  to-day  for  the  southern 
district.  The  band  of  Captain  Postoak  has  resolved  not  to  emigrate.  The 
recent  difficulty  with  the  whites  (in  which  an  Indian  was  killed)  will  pro- 
bably change  their  determination.  As  soon  as  the  companies  are  organized, 
1 shall  start  them  for  this  place. 

I have  made  arrangements  for  corn  at  fifty  cents,  beef  at  two  dollars  per 
hundred.  A ration  commissioner,  to  take  charge  of  public  cattle,  issues, &c., 
and  an  assistant  to  attend  to  wagons  and  forage,  will  be  needed. 

Are  these  ^^istants  ti  receive  mileage  from  the  Choctaw  country  west  of 
the  Mississippi  back  to  the  point  of  starting? 

Permit  me  to  ask  if  all  the^  officers  are  to  charge  their  exact  expenses? 
TheBe  are  many  circumstances  which  render  this  difficult,  and  I am  sure  that 
all  would  prefer  an  allowance,  even  less  in  amount  than  their  actual  expenses, 
to  the  mode  prescribed  last  year. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Lieut,  ^ 

Disbursing  Agent 

General  Geo«  Gibson,  C.  G,  S.^  Washington, 


Rendezvous  on  Chunka,  September  6,  1833. 

General:  I received  yesterday  your  letter  enclosing  the  account  of 
William  Long  with  Lieutenant  Montgomery.  1 have  forwarded  it  to  Cap- 
tain Page,  as  Mr.  L.  resides  near  his  rendezvous,  and  requested  him  to  ob- 
tain his  signature. 

The  Indians  have  manifested  great  unwillingness  to  remove.  As  requested 
by  Captain  Armstrong,  1 shall  spare  no  effort  that  may  expedite  their  departure. 
Ignorant  and  obstinate  as  they  are,  the  certain  evils  they  will  incur  by  re- 
maining are  too  obvious  for  them  to  misunderstand.  The  first  day  of  the 
rendezvous  is  the  I5th.  I have  made,  and  shall  continue  to  make,  all  en- 
gagements conditional,  so  that  the  refusal  to  emigrate  will  occasion  but  little 
expense. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Lieut, f 

Disbursing  Agent 

General  George  Gibson, 

Com?nissarp  General  Subsistence, 

N.  B.  The  foregoing  has  been  accidentally  detained  at  the  agency. 

September  24=,  J.  F.  ■ LANE, 


Choctaw  Agency,  September  24j  1833.' 

General:  On  the  18th  instant,  the  Choctaws  of  the  southern  district,  in 
full  council,  announced,  through  their  head  men,  their  unalterable  determi- 
nation to  remain. 

All  means  have  been  tried  save  force.  They  have  violated  the  treaty 
with  a lull  knowledge  of  ail  the  possible  consequences. 
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They  have  fied  to  the  swamps  and  the  settlements.  The  greater  part 
will,  probably,  gather  round  Mobile  during  the  winter.  They  are  poor  to 
destitution,  and  by  their  thefts  have  already  irritated  the  whites. 

Should  you  think  proper  to  recommend  to  the  President  that  strong  mea- 
sures be  taken  to  remove  them  before  the  expiration  of  the  period  fixed  in 
the  treaty,  1 respectfully  ask  to  be  permitted  to  assist  in  their  execution. 

Captain  Armstrong  desires  me  to  remain  some  days  at  this  place,  as  it  is 
possible  some  duty  may  be  presented. 

He  has  made  every  exertion  to  forward  the  emigration,  and  has  only  been 
baffled  by  obstinacy  which  suffering  alone  can  overcome. 

Should  the  department  have  any  other  employment  for  me  in  this  section, 
I shall  be  sufficiently  disengaged  to  attend  to  it 

Most  respectfully, 

^ Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Lieut., 

Disbursing  Agent* 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 

N.  B.  My  addrewss,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  from  which  place  letters  can 
be  forwarded  by  the  postmaster. 


Nashville,  October  16,  1833. 

General:  Enclosed  are  my  returns,  account  currents,  and  vouchers,  for 
the  third  qjiarter  1833. 

I havp  already  made  known  to  you  the  unsuccessful  result  of  the  efforts  to 
remove^  the  Choctaws  from  the  district  assigned  to  me.  Until  I met  the  In- 
dians ih  council,  I had  no  doubt  of  collecting  a handsome  party,  and  confi- 
dently anticipated  a very  large  one. 

I made  arrangements  accordingly,  and  (adopting  the  plan  of  the  other  dis- 
bursing agents)  appointed  a commissary  and  two  assistants,  (laborers,)  to  at- 
tend to  collecting  provisions  and  forage  at  the  rendezvous  by  the  loth  of 
September,  (the  day  of  assembling,)  and  to  make  the  subsequent  issues. 

The  chiefs  and  warriors  assembled  on  the  15th.  For  several  days  it  was 
thought  that  a party  of  two  thousand  would  emigrate.  The  misguided  crea- 
tures decided  otherwise,  dispersed,  leaving  on  my  hands  the  supplies  pre- 
pared for  them. 

The  corn  having  been  brought  from  the  settlements  without  charge,  was 
sold  without  loss.  The  purchase  and  sales  are  not  noticed  in  my  accounts. 
My  engagements  with  the  teamsters  being  conditional,  involved  no  ex- 
penditure. The  disappointment  was  to  them  a pecuniary  loss,  as  they  came 
from  a distance,  several  with  loads  of  corn,  simply  to  secure  the  preference 
of  employment. 

There  were,  fortunately,  few  officers  employed  in  my  district.  Mr.  Mil- 
lard, (the  assistant  agent,)  the  commissary  and  assistants,  I immediately  dis- 
charged. I felt  bound  to  make  to  them  (in  part)  the  usual  allowance  to 
persons  discharged.  I did  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  make  an  allowance 
enough  to  cover  all  their  expenses. 

Of  the  allowances  made,  I respectfully  ask  your  approval.  Captain  Arm- 
strong and  I desire  your  decision  as  to  tlie  amount  proper  to  be  allowed  in 
such  cases.  Like  instances  inyy  again  occur,  and  it  is  an  unpleasant  respon* 
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sibiiity  for  either  superintendent  or  disbursing  agent  to  determine  the  allow- 
ances to  be  made  to  their  respective  assistants.  You  will  perceive  by  the 
vouchers,  that  the  supplies  purchased  and  not  consumed  were  turned  over 
for  the  use  of  the  other  detachments. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Lieut. 


General  Geokge  Gibson,  C . G.  S. 


Washington,  December  12,  1833. 

General:  Your  letter  of  10th  October,  1833,  notifying  me  of  the  final 
slettlement  of  my  accounts  as  disbursing  agent  of  the  Ohio  emigration,  men« 
tions  three  errors: 

^^Mstract  Transportation. 

Third  quarter,  voucher  12,  (1832.)  Overpaid  P.  Thompson  for  two  bay 
mares — one  for  50,  the  other  $22  50,  should  be  $55,  is  $65;  differ- 

ence $10.P 

The  enclosed  certificate  shows  that  $65  was  paid  for  the  pair,  each 
at  $32  50.  The  error  was  in  the  decision,  on  the  face  of  the  voucher. 

“October,  1832,  voucher  6.  Overpaid  George  Allen  5i  days’ service, 
at  2 50,  $13  75:  superintendent’s  certificate  says  five  days’  service;  dif- 
ference $l  25.” 

I think  the  certificate  was  made  out  and  handed  to  me  on  the  day  previous 
to  the  discharge,  and  that  Mr.  Allen’s  team  was  engaged,  during  a portion 
of  the  last  day,  in  hauling  baggage  to  the  ferry  from  the  camp.  I am  cer- 
tain that  the  account  was  paid  to  Mr.  Alien  for  service  rendered,  and  with 
the  approbation  of  Colonel  Abert.  The  third  is  an  error  in  addition,  of  one 
dollar  in  my  favor,  which,  if  the  above  items  are  allowed,  will  be  the  balance 
due  me  from  the  United  States  on  my  account  for  1832. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LANE,  Lieut., 

Disbursing'  Agent. 

General  Geo,  Gibson,  C.  G. 


Washington  City,  Jlugiist  2,  1831. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request  on  the  1st  instant,  wishing  my  opinion  of 
the  removal  of  the  Choctaws  from  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  to  their  lands 
west,  from  the  knowledge  1 have  of  both  tracts  of  country  I don’t  hesi~ 
tate  in  saying,  that  it  will  be  the  most  advantageous  way  to  move  them  by 
water;  and  for  that  purpose  they  should  be  collected  at  Memphis  and  Vicks- 
burg, on  the  Mississippi  river,  and  from  thence  transported  to  Fort  Smith, 
on  the  Arkansas,  and  from  thence  to  any  part  of  their  land  on  Red  river. 
They  can’t  be  transported  in  wagons. 

From  the  knowledge  I have  of  the  Mississippi  swamps,  I am  of  the'opi- 
nion  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  transport  them  through  these  swamps  in 
wagons. 
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Should  the  Government  allow  these  people  a specitic  sum  per  head,  l am 
induced  to  believe  that  one  half  of  them  would  make  their  way  to  their 
new  homes  without  any  further  assistance  from  Government.  1 am  sorry 
that  it  is  not  in  my  pow’er  to  give  you  the  distances  of  the  different  routes. 

With  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McClellan, 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


Fort  Preble,  September  12,  1831. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant  has  been  received,  and  I am 
determined  to  accept  the  agency  you  offer  me.  i\s  the  duties  required  of 
me  do  not  appear  to  be  of  a military  nature,  I conceive  that  I can  perform 
them  with  propriety,  under  the  direction  of  a citizen.  Many  thanks  to 
General  Gibson  and  yourself  for  rememberir^g  me  on  this  occasion. 

Your  old  friend, 

WM.  L.  McCLINTOCK. 

Major  J.  H.  Hook,  U,  S.  Army. 

P.  S.  I should  like  to  know,  when  I receive  the  order,  about  what  time  I 
shall  be  expected  to  arrive  at  Washington. 


Cantonment  Jesup,  October  27,  1831. 

Sir:  My  duties  in  your  department  having  terminated,!  would  beg  leave 
to  request  the  assignment  of  others  in  it,  connected  with  the  removal  of  the 
Choctaw  Indians,  of  which  you  have  the  management,  should  the  services  of 
an  officer  be  requirei)  by  you  for  that  purpose. 

I have  undet stood  that  one  of  the  junior  officers  now  in  that  service 
wishes  to  be  relieved:  if  so,  I would  request  to  be  assigned  to  his  duties. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WJVl.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 

Lieutenant  Sd  Infantry, 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Knoxville,  December  7,  1831. 

Sir:  I arrived  here  on  the  night  of  the  5th  instant,  after  a very  fa- 
tiguing journey,  having  been  detained  two  days  on  the  road  by  fatigue  and 
indisposition,  and  ghall  take  the  stage  to-morrow  morning  for  Athens. 

1 have  no  prospect  of  obtaining  funds  at  this  place,  simply  because  there 
are  hone  here. 

There  are  some  obstructions  in  the  operation  of  the  bank,  and  the  cashier 
will  not  take  the  responsibility  of  negotiating  with  me. 

Mr.  Morgan,  a merchant,  would  readily  accept  my  draft,  but  has  no  mo- 
ney except  southern,  which  goes  at  a discount  both  here  and  at  the  agency. 
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He  was  good  enough  to  apply  to  the  other  merchants,  but  without  success. 
I shall  go  immediately  to  the  agency,  where  I understand  Mr.  Currey  now 
is,  and  try  to  obiain  money  in  that  neighborhood,  but  ills  probable  I shall 
be  obliged  to  go  to  Nashville,  should  any  considerable  sum  be  immediately 
required. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

Agent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Cherokees. 
General  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G.  S. 


Calhoun,  Tennessee,  December  16,  1831. 

Sir;  I arrived  at  this  place  on  the  lOth  instant  On  the  12th  I saw  Mr. 
Currey,  superintendent  ot  emigration,  on  his  return  to  the  agency  from  the 
interior  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  should  have  made  this  communication 
sooner  had  there  been  any  departure  of  the  mail  before  this  day. 

I presented  my  instructions  from  you  to  Mr.  Currey,  and  notified  him 
that  i was  ready  to  enter  upon  the  duties  assigned  me.  I conversed  with 
him  generally  upon  the  present  progress  and  future  prospects  of  the  emigra- 
tion, and  will  now  give  you  all  the  information  I have  been  able  to  gain 
from  him  and  other  sources,  likely  to  aid  you  in  directing  the  conduct  of  my 
department  of  this  service. 

The  number  enrolled  at  present,  Mr,  Currey  informs  me  is  about  three 
hundred  and  sixty,  of  whom  probably  about  one-third  will  accept  the  com- 
mutation fixed  by  him,  and  undertake  to  convey  themselves  at  their  own 
expense.  These  will  be  prepared  to  start  in  the  course  of  this  month.  I have 
commenced  paying  them  the  amount  of  their  commutation  money^  He  wdshes 
to  collect  a body  of  five  hundred  emigrants  before  he  requires  a steamboat. 
The  number  now  enrolled  for  this  mode  of  conveyance  may  be  estimated 
at  160  to  180.  He  is  taking  measures  to  overcome  obstacles,  and  hopes  to 
have  an  expedition  prepared  in  the  course  of  the  winter:  every  thing  that  is 
possible  may  be  expected  from  his  zeal  and  perseverance,  and  something 
from  the  incidental  aids  he  calculates  upon;  but  the  obstacles  at  present  ap- 
pear to  be  great. 

The  opposition  to  enrolment  is  extensive  and  powerful  in  the  nation:  the 
persecution  of  the  enrolled  is  violent  beyond  any  thing  of  the  kind  to  be 
found  in  civilized  society. 

Their  attachment  to  their  houses,  greater  than  I would  suppose  to  be  na- 
tural, probably  increased  by  the  desire  evinced  to  remove  them,  the  delay 
of  payment  for  their  improvements,  and  some  vague  expectations  of  relief 
from  Congress  during  the  present  session.  Some  Indians  who  have  lately 
visited  the  country  assigned  to  the  Cherokees  do  not  give  so  flattering  ac- 
counts of  it  as  might  be  wished.  They  say  that  too  much  of  it  is  poor  prai- 
rie, and  not  sufficient  arable  to  support  the  nation. 

From  these  hints,  you  may  be  able  to  judge  of  the  probabilities  of  an  ex- 
pedition starting  this  winter;  and  direct  me  if  any  measures  are  to  be  taken, 
in  anticipation,  to  supply  it. 

Abundance  of  provisions  are  to  be  obtained  on  the  borders  of  the  upper 
Tennessee  and  Holston.  The  superintendent  will  require  pork  and  flour, 
with  a small  proportion  of  corn,  and  their  delivery  at  this  place. 
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All  kinds  of  transportation  will  be  procured  without  difficulty i wagonss 
$2  50  to  $3  per  day,  flat-boats  ^50  to  ^60  a piece.  There  are  sixteen  of 
these  now  at  this  place  belonging  to  the  Government:  each  will  carry  twenty- 
five  emigrants,  with  their  baggage.  On  the  subject  of  steamboats,  several 
letters  had  been  addressed  to  Mr.  Currey  from  Tuscumbia,  at  the  foot  of  the 
shoals  and  Nashville,  before  my  arrival,  which  he  submitted  to  me.  Of 
these,  the  most  favorable  offer  is,  to  charter  a steamboat  at  ^125  per  day,' 
which,  with  the  expense  of  two  keel  boats  to  serve  as  lighters,  indispensible, 
I am  told,  on  the  Arkansas,  will  cost  the  Government  150  to  Si  60  per  day. 

It  will  carry  five  hundred  emigrants  and  their  baggage.  A cheaper  and 
better  mode  of  engaging  steamboat  transportation,  in  my  opinion,  is  offered 
in  the  proposals  which  I enclose  with  this,  made  by  a gentlemen  who 
came  here  for  that  purpose,  and  is,  I am  assured  by  Mr.  Currey  and  Colonel 
Williams,  sub-agents,  amply  qualified,  in  every  respect,  to  fulfil  punctually 
any  engagement  he  may  make. 

The  method  adopted  by  the  agent  of  procuring  funds  is,  sending  forthenu 
to|the  Bank  at  Nashville  by  a confidential  messenger  employed  by  him  for 
that  purpose.  I trust  that  this  precedent  will  justify  me,  and  shall  send  for 
mine  in  the  same  manner. 

Meantime  I have  obtained  the  loan  of  ^1,000^  from  a merchant  of  this 
town,  and  can  draw  more  from  him  if  necessary  for  the  current  demands  of 
emigrants  accepting  the  commutation — the  only  kind  of  disbursement  yet 
called  for. 

The  superintendent  has  fixed  the  commutation  of  transportation  and  sub- 
sistence at  J^15  50  for  each  emigrant,  and  for  each  horse  50.  I request 
special  instructions  to  guide  me  in  making  allowances  of  money. 

As  I propose  to  accompany  the  first  expedition,  according  to  your  desire 
expressed  to  me  at  Washington,  I think  it  inexpedient  to  purchase  a horse 
before  its  accomplishment,  as  I have  not  sufficient  use  for  one  to  justify 
the  expense.  I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

%figent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Ckerokees, 
Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 

P.  S.  I have  just  been  informed  by  Mr.  Currey  that  he  shall  require 
transportation  and  subsistence,  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  enrolled  a body  of 
four  hundred  emigrants  over  and  above  those  who  may  convey  themselves 
by  their  own  means;  and  estimates  the  15th  or  20th  of  January  next  as  the 
probable  time  when  the  movement  will  commence. 

I must  therefore^  request  the  earliest  instructions  from  you  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  to  be  informed  under  what  emergencies,  if  any,  I may  be  allowed 
to  procure  supplies  without  waiting  the  process  of  proposals. 

The  communications  through  this  country  are  difficult  and  slow — by  mail 
only  once  a week;  and  measures  must  be  taken  in  lime,  or  the  expedition 
will  be  delayed. 

I shall,  at  all  events^  wait  another  communication  from  him,  after  he  shall 
have  recommenced  enrolling,  before  1 advertise.  The  appraisers  are  going 
out  with  him,  and  he  thinks  their  proceedings  will  produce  a sensation  fa- 
vorable to  enrolment,  and  expedite  the  completion  of  the  desired  number. 

Respectfully, 

WM.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 
removal  and  subsistence  of  Cherokees. 
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AtJEKcr  FOR  Removal  and  Subsistence  op  Indians, 

Calhoun,  Tennessee^  December  20, 1831. 

Sir:  I send  enclosed,  herewith,  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  transporting 
and  subsisting  five  hundred  emigrants,  the  number  proposed  by  the  superin- 
tendent to  be  removed  during  this  winter,  in  addition  to  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty  expected  to  convey  themselves  at  their  own  expense,  the  estimated 
cost  being  previously  paid  to  them. 

The  commutation  to  these  latter  will  amount  to  about  S2,400,  including 
those  for  their  horses,  which,  added  to  the  y^S,072  50  in  tiie  estimate,  will 
exceed  the  sum  placed  to  my  credit  in  the  bank  by  nearly  ^500.  But,  as 
the  steamboat  will  net  be  paid  for  until  my  return,  there  will  be  no  danger 
of  my  being  in  want  of  funds  until  that  time. 

In  estimating  the  price  of  the  ration  at  seven  and  a half  cents,  I suppose 
the  price  of  flour  to  be  from  50  to  pork  from  seven  to  seven  and  a 
half  per  barrel;  which  I judge,  from  the  imperfect  information  I have  been 
able  to  obtain,  to  be  about  the  present  market  price  in  this  country.  Pork 
is  not  usually  packed  in  barrels  in  this  part  of  the  country,  but  sold  in  bulk: 
the  lowest  price  now  demanded  for  it  is  three  dollars  per  hundred,  from 
which  rate  I fix  the  price  in  barrels. 

I aiii,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

^^gent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Agency  for  Removal  and  Subsistence  of  Indians, 

Calhoun,  December  30,  1831. 

Sir:  Since  sending  my  estimate,  a new  mode  of  conveyance  of  emigrants 
to  the  foot  of  the  Muscle  Shoals  has  ofiered;  which  is  somewhat  cheaper, 
and  far  more  convenient  and  expeditious,  than  that  by  flat  boats. 

There  is  a small  steamboat  in  the  Tennessee,  wnich  plies  between  Knox- 
ville and  the  head  of  the  shoals,  from  the  agent  of  which  I have  received 
a proposal  to  convey  the  Indians  at  ^1  50  per  head,  and  baggage  at  twenty 
cents  per  hundred  pounds,  to  that  place;  and  1 think  it  probable  the  super- 
intendent ot  emigration  will  adopt  this  plan  of  removal. 

I find,  also,  on  further  inquiry,  that  I have  been  misinformed  concerning 
the  price  of  flour;  the  best  quality  of  which  now  sells  at  Knoxville  at  five 
to  six  dollars.  Being  doubtful  of  being  able  to  obtain  pork  packed  in  bar- 
rels in  this  country,  I have  written  to  Captain  Taylor  at  Louisville,  and  to 
Nashville,  for  the  prices  current  of  provisions  at  those  places;  and,  should 
a steamboat  be  engaged  at  either  of  these  towns,  it  may  be  expedient  to 
treight  those  articles  on  board  of  her  in  sufficient  quantity  to  subsist  the  emi- 
grants from  Florence  to  the  place  of  destination. 

Mr.  Currey  returned  into  the  interior  of  the  Cherokee  nation  about  ten 
days  ago,  in  company  with  the  assessors,  who  are  now  engaged  in  the  valu- 
ation ot  improvements.  The  inspiring  effect  of  this  operation,  calculated 
on  by  Mr.  Currey  as  a means  of  increasing  his  enrolments,  has  not  yet  been 
realized.  I learn  that  no  additional  emigrants  have  yet  been  made:  suffici- 
ent time,  howerer,  has  not  elapsed  to  test  the  experiment. 


1 have  received  from  the  agent  of  the  Cherokees  sixteen  flat-boats,  (or*  || 
arks,)  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  am  now  engaged  in  superintend- 
ing  the  repairs  of  them.  Requisiiions  have  been  received  for  four  of  ! 
them,  to  be  delivered  to  Indians  removing  themselves  and  their  families^  :| 

These  Indians  have  commenced  moving  to  this  place,  and  will  probably  de«  !| 
part  before  the  10th  of  January.  > | 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WxM.  L.  McCLINTOCK,  ! 

digent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians.  j 
General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S.  j 

— ■ ■ 

Agency  for  the  Removal  and  Subsistence  of  Indians,  j 

Calhoun,  Tennessee,  January  1,  1S32. 

Sir:  1 send  enclosed  with  this  my  account  current  for  the  quarter  ending 
3lst  December,  1831,  with  the  abstract  of  disbursements  for  contingencies, 
and  six  vouchers  belonging  to  it.  These  papers  embrace  all  the  transactions 
of  this  agency  during  that  quarter,  no  purchases  or  issues  of  provisions,  or 
other  disbursements,  having  been  made. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

VVM.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

Agent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Agency  for  the  Removal  and  Subsistence  op  Indians, 

Calhoun,  January  6,  1832. 

Sir:  The  number  of  emigrants  for  whom  transportation  and  subsistence  in 
kind  will  be  required  has  not  increased  since  my  last,  but  about  thirty  Indians 
who  proposed  to  convey  themselves  were  enrolled  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  Tennessee  line,  in  the  progress  of  the  assessors.  In  the  most  southern 
])art  of  the  nation  the  enrolling  agents  have  met  with  no  success. 

It  is  thought  that  the  restrictions  lately  imposed  on  Mr.  Currey,  in  making 
advances  for  improvements,  have  produceil  a bad  effect.  No  doubt  this 
furni>hes  an  additional  argument  to  those  whose  interest  it  is  to  keep  up  the 
national  prejudice  against  emigration.  But  they  did  not  want  it. 

Those  Indians  who  enrol  to  convey  themselves  are  nearly  all  half- 
breeds,  possessing  property,  and  indifferent  whether  they  receive  pay  for 
their  improvements  here  or  in  their  new  country.  A party  of  these  will 
commence  their  voyage  down  this  river  on  Monday,  9th  instant. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

Agt.  Removal  and  SuOsislence  of  Indians. 
General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


Agency  for  Removal  and  Subsistence  of  Indians, 

Calhoun,  Tennessee,  January  20,  1832. 

Sir:  I find  greater  difficulty  in  procuring  provisions  than  I expected. 
The  acxjoonts  1 received  on  my  first  arrival  here,  as  well  as  during  my 
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journey,  of  the  abundance  of  flour  on  the  Upper  Tennessee,  were  greatly 
exaggerated.  I am  not  certain  that  a sufficient  quantity  can  be  pur- 
chased at  a reasonable  price  to  supply  five  hundred  Indians,  (shall  so  many 
be  enrolled,)  between  this  place  and  Knoxville.  I shall  get  about  fifty 
barrels  for  from  five  to  six  dollars  a barrel,  of  flour  of  a very  indifierent 
quality.  This  will  subsist  us  until  we  reach  the  foot  of  the  Shoals,  where  I 
propose  to  receive  the  remainder  from  Nashville  or  Louisville. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  pork  in  same  measure.  Here  I can  buy  it 
only  in  bulk.  I have  already  received  nearly  as  much  as  I judge  will  be 
required  on  this  side  of  the  Shoals,  at  $3  25  per  hundred. 

But  the  loss  in  drying  and  useless  parts,  with  the  expense  of  salt  and  labor, 
will  make  the  cost  almost  equal  to  ten  dollars  a barrel  of  pickled  pork. 
This  method  of  preserving  it  is  not  so  efiectual  as  pickling,  and  some  loss 
may  be  expected,  also,  from  putrefaction. 

These  are  all  the  purchasers  I think  it  advisable  to  make  in  anticipation 
of  Mr.  Currey’s  requisitions.  Whenever  the  probability  of  a movement 
becomes  sufficiently  strong  to  justify  it,  I shall  order  the  additional  supplies 
from  Nashville  or  Louisville,  between  which  places  and  Florence  the  inter- 
course, I am  assured,  is  frequent  and  easy.  The  prospect  of  a movement  is 
at  present  no  more  flattering  than  at  the  time  of  my  last  writing.  No  en- 
rolments  of  any  number  worthy  of  mention  have  been  made.  I have  no 
precise  account  of  the  number  enrolled,  but  am  certain  it  cannot  exceed 
three  hundred,  exclusive  of  those  who  have  undertaken  to  move  themselves, 
who  amount  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  thirty.  These  latter  are  going  off 
slowly;  their  movements  are  very  dilatory,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  all  will 
be  ready  to  start  before  the  end  of  this  month. 

I am  now  engaged  in  the  repair  of  the  old  flat-boats,  which  is  also  a 
tedious  operation,  as  is  every  other  which  depends  upon  the  labor  of  the 
people  to  be  hired  here.  They  seem  to  partake  of  the  Indian  character: 
want  of  energy  and  of  industry  is  common  to  them  all.  A person  had  con- 
tracted for  this  work  with  the  agent  last  summer,  but  had  hardly  commenced 
it  when  I arrived.  At  my  instance  he  hired  additional  laborers,  but  it  is 
only  acting  the  part  of  an  overseer  that  I can  expedite  the  progress  of  the 
work. 

Your  letter  dated  the  3d  instant  has  this  moment  arrived.  In  asking 
instructions  for  my  guidance  in  making  allowances  of  money  in  my  letter 
of  the  16th  ultimo,  I had  particular  reference  at  the  time  to  allowances  to 
Indians  in  commutation  for  transportation  and  subsistence,  for  which,  as  1 
had  no  precedent,  I wished  to  have  some  forms  of  proceeding  prescribed. 

• I have  since  adopted  the  plan  of  ordinary  accounts,  supported  by  a general 
requisition  of  warrant  from  Mr.  Currey,  and  an  order  in  each  particular 
case, 

I will  consult  with  Mr.  Currey  upon  the  subject  of  going  to  the  Arkansas 
with  the  first  detachment  as  soon  as  I shall  see  him,  as  I expect  to  do  before 
the  end  of  the  next  week,  when  he  purposes  to  return  from  the  interior  of 
the  nation.  If  it  will  be  likely  to  serve  any  good  purpose,  I am  willing  to 
go  in  any  capacity  not  inconsistent  with  my  situation. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

•jigt.  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 
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Agekcy  for  Removal  and  Subsistence  op  Indians, 

Calhoun,  Tennessee,  January  27,  1832. 

Sir:  I think  it  proper  to  report  to  you  the  following  instances  of  de* 
lay  in  the  arrival  of  letters  addressed  to  me  at  this  place,  all  of  which  I be- 
lieve to  have  occurred  between  Calhoun  and  Knoxville. 

Your  letter  dated  the  3d,  did  not  arrive  until  the  20th  instant:  with  no 
interruption  it  must  have  arrived  on  the  X3th.  On  the  same  day  I received 
a letter  from  Knoxville,  which  was  postmarked  on  the  12th,  having  been 
eight  days  between  the  two  places. 

This  case,  and  the  frequent  complaints  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  village 
of  the  failure  of  their  letters  and  papers  on  this  side  of  Knoxville,  justify 
my  suspicion  that  the  delinquency  is  in  some  office  on  this  route. 

On  the  same  day,  I received  a letter  on  service  from  Fort  Preble,  dated 
14th  December,  one  month  and  six  days  previous  to  its  receipt. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 
removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

To  General  George  Gjbson?  C,  G.  S, 


Calhoun,  Tenn.,  February  4,  1832. 

Sir:  Mr.  Currey  has  notified  me  that  he  should  assemble  the  Indians 
near  the  agency,  preparatory  to  their  removal  down  the  river,  and  should 
commence  immediately  to  send  them  in  by  small  parties,  as  fast  as  he 
can  induce  them  to  leave  their  dwellings.  On  the  arrival  of  any  of  these 
parties,  he  requires  me  to  issue  rations  to  them.  This  duty,  together  with 
that  of  salting  and  curing  pork,  which  will  require  constant  attention  for 
some  time,  will  be  sufficient  to  employ  an  assistant  of  the  same  grade  as  is 
required  in  a commissary’s  store.  I have  therefore  engaged  a citizen,  for  forty- 
five  cents  day,  for  that  service;  which  arrangement  I submit  for  your 
approbation.  Captain  Taylor,  commissary  at  Louisville,  informs  me,  in 
answer  to  my  inquiries,  that  a steamboat  cannot  be  procured  at  that  place  on 
better  terms  than  those  offered  by  Mr.  Cheatham  of  Nashville;  and  have 
therefore  notified  Mr.  Cheatham  that  his  boat  will  be  employed  during  the 
present  season,  given  him  hopes,  also,  that  he  may  have  a contract  for  the 
whole  business  of  the  Cherokee  emigration  should  his  execution  of  the  first 
engagement  prove  satisfactory. 

His  letter,  communicating  his  proposal  to  me,  I sent  enclosed,  with  my 
letter  of  the  16th  of  December,  to  you,  and  having  taken  no  copy  of  it,  I 
must  request  its  return.  No  additional  enrolments  of  consequence  have  been 
made  since  my  last. 

Mr,  Currey  has  not  yet  determined  whether  he  shall  go  with  the  first  emi.. 
gration  to  Arkansas  or  not.  Your  letter  of  the  6th  January  was  received 
on  the  27th  ultimo.  , 

I am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

^gl.  rem.  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Calhoun,  Ten.,  Pehruaty  17^  1833. 

Mr.  Currey  has  at  last  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  desired  number  of 
emigrants  for  an  expedition,  and  some  are  on  their  way  to  encamp  in  this 
vicinity,  where  their  water  transportation  will  commence.  In  compliance 
with  his  requisition,  I have  began  to  engage  wagons,  which,  as  the  Indians 
are  not  all  ready  to  move  at  this  time,  will  be  sent  off  successively  in  such 
numbers  as  are  likely  to  find  loading. 

It  was  heretofore  contemplated  to  move  them  to  this  point  in  a body,  and 
I had  intended  to  superintend  the  movement  in  person;  but  this  change  of 
plan,  which  has  been  adopted  for  the  sake  of  expedition  on  account  of  the 
wetness  of  the  season,  will  be  likely  to  detain  me  here  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  operation,  to  provide  wagons,  and  discharge  and  pay  them  off, 
as  they  return  in  succession;  but  it  is  necessary  that  an  agent  be  employed 
in  the  nation  to  superintend  the  loading  and  sending  off  of  wagons,  and 
other  duties.  Convinced  of  this  necessity,  in  which  I am  advised  by  Colonel 
Armstrong,  the  agent,  who  speaks  from  his  experience  in  the  last  emigra- 
tion, I have  determined  to  engage  an  experienced  wagoner  for  this  employ- 
ment, at  a reasonable  compensation,  trusting  to  receive  your  approbation. 
1 have  been  able  thus  far  to  obtain  wagons  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  day,  but  fear  that  I shall  be  obliged  to  offer  half  a dollar  more 
before  a sufficient  number  will  engage.  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  has 
this  moment  been  received.  The  transportation  of  horses  has  been  com- 
muted for  emigrants  conveying  themselves  only.  The  rate  was  fixed  by 
the  superintendent  without  consulting  me,  and  I do  not  know  what  rate  he 
has  adopted  for  limiting  the  number  proportioned  to  each. 

Mr.  Currey  is  now  absent,  and  I cannot  now  explain  any  further  than  that 
(the  horses  were  sent  by  land  under  charge  of  emigrants  on  a different 
route  from  that  taken  by  their  owners,  and  generally  in  advance  of  them;) 
they  were  not  employed  to  carry  baggage,  but  went  as  part  of  the  property 
of  the  emigrants,  which  I have  supposed  the  Government  intended  to  trans- 
port at  its  expense.  I send  the  warr^t,  on  the  authority  of  which  I have 
acted,  which,  supported  by  my  letter  of  instructions,  in  which  I am  re 
quired  to  obey  his  (Mr.  Curreyks)  directions  in  every  thing  relating  to  trans- 
portation and  subsistence,  I have  thought  sufficient  to  shield  me  from  all  re- 
sponsibility. I will  inform  myself,  according  to  your  desire,  in  these  points, 
considering  your  letter  as  a special  authority  to  me,  to  request  of  Mr.  Currey 
an  explanation,  which  I presume  he  will  be  able  to  give,  and  endeavor  to 
have  a rate  established  to  govern  future  cases. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

^gent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
General  George  Gibson,  C.  G. 


Calhoun,  Ten.,  February  24,  1832, 

Sir:  I enclose,  herewith,  the  general  warrant,  on  the  authority  of  which, 
I informed  you,  I had  paid  in  advance  for  the  transportation  of  horses. 
That  for  transportation  and  subsistence  of  Indians  was  sent  in  my  last  pack- 
age by  mistake,  occasioned  by  haste  in  preparing  my  papers  for  the  mail, 
which,  arriving  and  departing  in  the  night,  hardly  allows  me  time  to  return 
prompt  answers  to  your  letters. 
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This  paper  contains  all  the  explanations  Mr.  Currey  thought  proper  tp 
give;  and  all,  considering  the  latitude  of  his  original  instructions  compared 
with  mine,  that  I thought  myself  authorized  to  require  to  justify  this  dis- 
bursement. 

This  transaction  seemed  to  indicate  the  course  which  I ought  to  pursue 5 
and  I have  accordingly  confined  myself,  in  the  performance  of  my  duties, 
strictly  within  the  bounds  prescribed  by  my  instructions,  that  is,  literally 
to  the  complying  with  requisitions,  avoiding,  however,  every  thing  like 
vexations  punctiliio,  and  holding  myself  always  ready  to  prepare  estimates, 
give  counsel,  or  take  any  responsibilities  incident  to  the  functions  of  my 
office,  in^case  the  superintendent  of  emigration  should  be  induced,  whether  by 
necessity  or  courtesy,  to  call  upon  me.  I have  thought  this  statement  neces- 
sary to  explain  the  reasons  why  I have  not  informed  myself  on  the  points 
alluded  to  in  your  last  letter,  which  points,  I understand  to  be  the  grounds 
on  which  the  estimate  and  decision  were  made,  allowing  for  all  horses  con- 
veyed at  the  expense  of  the  owners  a commutation  of  six  dollars  and  a half* 

I shall  have  no  further  need  of  either  of  the  warrants  forwarded,  which 
I request  may  remain  deposited  in  your  office  for  general  reference  in  the 
settlement  of  my  commutation  accounts,  all  of  which  belong  to  one  or  the 
other  of  the  two  classes. 

1 should  have  stated,  in  part  of  my  explanation  in  my  last,  that  the  com- 
pensation for  conveying  horses  is  in  addition  to  that  allowed  for  transporta- 
tion and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

In  some  of  the  orders  paid  since  my  first  quarter,  1 find  some  of  the  horses 
designated  as  baggage  horses,  but  why  the  distinction  is  made  I do  not  know* 
I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

Jigent  for  removal  and  sub.  of  Indians. 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.^  Washington^  D.C. 


Demopolis,  liA.y  2d  Ja7iuary,  1832. 

Dear  Sir;  I herewith  submit  to  you  my  accounts  for  expenditures  and 
disbursements  for  the  collection  of  the  emigrant  Choctaws  from  the  north- 
eastern district,  and  removal  of  the  party  called  P.  P.  Pitchlyn’s  as  far  as 
Memphis. 

As  an  apology  for  want  of  due  form  in  my  accounts  and  transactions,  I 
beg  leave  to  say  that  the  forms  you  thought  I had  in  possession  at  the  commence- 
ment of  my  service  were  not  received  until  a late  period.  And  1 did  not  know,' 
until  it  was  too  late,  that  it  was  necessary  to  keep  the  different  items  in  the 
expenses  separate,  and  consequently  have  my  accounts  much  blended. 

My  wagoners  generally  furnished  their  own  provisions  and  forage  until 
they  arrived  at  the  places  of  rendezvous,  and  some  of  them  furnished  them- 
selves while  collecting  the  emigrants  from  their  places  of  residence. 

The  forage  purchased  at  the  places  of  rendezvous,  both  at  P.  P.  Pitch- 
lyn’s  and  Colonel  Folsom’s,  was  upon  the  best  terms,  and  carefully  issued. 
I contracted  with  Messrs.  Wright  and  Ragsdale  for  the  corn  necessary  for 
the  teams,  and  for  the  horses  of  assistants,  &c.,  on  the  route  to  Memphis,  at 
sixty-two  and  a half  cents  per  bushel,  but  they  would  not  consent  to  furnish 
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fodder  at  any  price,  it  being  so  scarce.  This  necessary  part  of  the  forage  I 
purchased  when  it  could  be  had,  and  occasionally  some  corn,  when  I could 
obtain  it  low,  for  the  Indian  ponies. 

The  forage  altogether  was  carefully  fed  away,  and,  I think,  falls  short  of 
the  allowance  authorized  by  you. 

You  will  discover  that  eleven  owners  of  wagons  were  paid  four  days' 
wages  without  rendering  any  actual  service  to  the  Government.  About  four 
hundred  of  Major  P.  P.  Pitchlyn’s  party,  who  solemnly  engaged  to  emi- 
grate this  season,  failed  to  get  ready,  and  these  eleven  wagons  were  discharged. 
Another  circumstance  which  greatly  augmented  the  expenses  of  removal, 
was,  that  the  Indians  generally  had  some  little  property  that  could  not  be 
moved  by  the  Government,  and  they  would  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  move 
until  they  had  disposed  of  it,  which  kept  me  two  weeks  longer  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous  than  I had  anticipated  at  first. 

I do  not  say  that  the  business  done  by  me  could  not  have  been  better  ac- 
complished by  another,  but  I have  the  satisfaction  to  know  that  I used  as 
much  economy  on  the  part  of  the  Government  as  I could  to  render  the  In- 
dians in  any  wise  comfortable,  and  believe  they  were  generally  satisfied 
with  my  treatment. 

When  I received  your  letter  of  instructions,  dated  Vicksburg,  ISth  No- 
vember last,  I was  in  about  forty  miles  of  Memphis,  and  set  out  immedi- 
ately for  that  place,  as  directed  by  you,  leaving  the  Indians  in  care  of  Dr. 
S.  M.  Southerland  to  be  brought  on  by  him. 

On  my  arrival  at  Memphis,  I was  informed  that  Dr.  J.  T.  Fulton  had 
chartered  the  steamer  Brandywine  to  transport  my  detachment  of  Indians 
to  the  mouth  of  White  river.  I addressed  a note  to  the  doctor  immedi- 
ately, informing  him  that  you  had  directed  me  to  contract  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  my  party  of  Indians  to  the  mouth  of  White  river,  or,  if  a suitable 
boat  could  be  had,  to  some  point  on  Arkansas  as  high  as  steamboats  could 
ascend  that  river,  and  to  put  the  horses,  belonging  to  the  Chotaws  in  my 
care,  across  the  Mississippi  river  at  Memphis;  and  that  you  expected  him  to 
provide  for  them  through  the  swamp  to  their  place  of  destination,  request- 
ing him  to  inform  me  whether  he  would  receive  the  ponies  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  provide  for  them  accordingly.  In  the 
doctor’s  answer  to  my  note,  he  stated  that  he  had  chartered  the  steamer 
Brandywine  to  transport  the  Indians,  and  purchased  flat-boats  to  convey 
their  horses  to  the  cut-off*  of  White  river,  and  desired  to  receive  the  Indians 
and  horses  at  Memphis.  The  doctor  showed  me  his  instructions  from  the 
superintendent  west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  authorized  him  to  contract  for 
the  transportation  of  the  Memphis  party  from  that  point. 

I discovered  that  your  orders,  and  those  of  the  superintendent  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  were  conflicting;  and  although  I knew  it  was  your  busi- 
ness to  deliver  the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  I thought  it  better 
to  give  them  up  on  this  side  than  to  create  an  additional  expense  to  the 
Government,  by  contracting  for  their  transportation  myself;  and  I accord- 
ingly delivered  to  Doctor  J.  T.  Fulton,  on  board  the  steamer  Brandywine, 
four  hundred  and  six  Choctaws,  and  their  ponies  were  taken  in  the  flat-boats. 

On  my  way  home,  I met  about  eighty  emigrants  whose  goods  we  had 
hauled,  and  had  not  overtaken  us,  who  were  furnished  by  me  with  pro- 
visions. 
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All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  ^ 

Your  humble  servant,  ^ 

THOMAS  McGE^],  ^ ; 

i^ssistant  Agent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians^'  ' 

G$io.  S.  Gaines,  Esq., 

Supt,  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  Demopolis,  Ala.  i 

F.  S.  Mr.  A.  H.  McGee,  who  assisted  me,  remains  to  be  settled  with, 
and  four  of  the  owners  of  wagons  have  not  yet  called  for  their  pay. 

T.  M. 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  *^pril  1,  1832. 

Sir:  Having  provided  for  the  transportation  of  the  emigrants  in  flat-boats 
to  the  foot  of  the  Muscle  Shoals,  I left  Calhoun  on  the  26th  ultimo,  and 
arrived  here  yesterday. 

As  soon  as  I shall  have  arranged  the  departure  of  the  steamboat  to  meet 
them  at  that  place,  I shall  go  to  Florence  and  Waterloo,  in  Alabama,  see 
the  emigrants  embarked,  (Mr.  Currey  conducts  them,)  and  return  to  this 
city,  where  I shall  remain  until  the  steamboat  shall  return  from  the  Arkansas. 
.This  business  will  necessarily  delay  the  making  out  of  my  returns  and  ac- 
counts for  the  last  quarter  till  about  the  middle  of  this  month. 

I think  it  proper  now  to  request  that,  on  the  final  statement  of  the  affairs 
of  my  agency,  up  to  the  conclusion  of  the  present  expedition,  I may  be  re- 
called from  this  service.  There  will  be  no  business  for  an  agent  of  removal 
and  subsistence  from  that  time  till  the  emigration  shall  recommence  in  the 
autumn.  Consequently,  the  expense  of  my  transportation  will  be  saved  by 
the  discontinuance  of  the  salary  during  that  interval,  and  my  retirement  at 
that  favoroble  crisis  cause  neither  expense  nor  convenience. 

As  I entered  on  this  duty  without  knowing  the  nature  of  its  details,  I pre- 
sume you  did  not  expect  my  continuance  in  it  if,  by  experience,  I should 
find  it  objectionable,  I hope  you  will  therefore  consider  it  a sufficient 
apology  for  leaving  it  so  soon,  that  I find  my  situation  different  from  what  I 
had  expected  it  would  be,  and  that  it  does  not  offer  advantages  sufficent  to 
justify  my  absence  from  my  company. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  McCLINTOCE:, 

Agent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians.^ 

Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson^ 

C.  G.  S.)  WaMngton  City. 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  *Rpril  1,  1832. 

Sir:  I send  herewith  enclosed  an  account  of  Samuel  Aikens  for  expenses 
in  recovering  flat-boats  belonging  to  the  United  States,  which  were  carried 
away  on  Hiwassee  river,  by  a fresh,  before  my  arrival  at  Calhoun. 

He  had  charge  of  these  boats  at  the  time,  for  which  he  has  been  paid  half 
a dollar  per  month  per  boat,  and  was  bound  to  use  all  the  means  in  his 
power  to  secure  them.  But  the  rise  of  the  riv’’cr  is  represented  to  have 
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been  so  sudden  iind  pow-erful  as  to  overcome  all  his  exertions,  and  he  could 
do  nothing  but  follow  and  try  to  recover  them.  His  account  is  perhaps  just, 
but  not  of  a kind  whieh  I thought  myself  authorized  to  pay  without  special 
orders  from  you.  I therefore  submit  it  for  your  decision. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  JVIcCLlNTOCK, 

Jigmt  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 

Brig.  Oeneral  George  Gibson, 

C»  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Calhoun,  Tenn.,  March  9,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  enclosed,  with  the  proposals  of  L.  P.  Cheatham,  and 
dated  16th  February,  was  received  by  last  week’s  mail. 

I have  drawn  up  a contract  for  Mr.  Cheatham,  and  sent  it  to  him  for  his 
consideration,  and  it  is  my  intention  to  go  to  Nashville  as  soon  as  the  time 
of  departure  of  the  emigrants  from  this  place  can  be  ascertained,  for  the 
purpose  of  regulating  the  arrival  of  the  steamboat  at  the  Shoals,  so  as  to 
have  k correspond  with  theirs  as  near  as  possible.  This  cannot  be  effected 
through  the  mail,  because  it  is  too  uncertain  and  too  slow,  being  from  fif- 
teen to  twenty  days  on  the  road,  though  a horseman,  by  a direct  course,  may 
reach  Nashville  in  four  or  five  days. 

I shall  then  arrange  all  conditions,  so  as,  if  possible,  to  avoid  future  mis- 
understanding. 

The  emigrants  began  to  arrive  from  Georgia  about  ten  days  ago,  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty  of  them  are  now  in  huts  on  the  bank  of  the  Hiwassee 
near  this  place.  Many  of  the  families  enrolled  refuse  to  emigrate,  and  run- 
away on  the  approach  of  the  wagons,  and  hide  themselves  in  the  mountains 
and  swamps,  so  that  the  number  removed  this  season  is  likely  to  be  con- 
siderably less  than  I computed  it  in  my  letter  of  17th  February. 

The  proportion  of  baggage  will  be  greater  than  I have  heretofore  estimat- 
ed it,  because  the  emigrants  are  chiefly  white  people  or  mixed,  who  have 
all  the  habits  and  wants  of  whites. 

I have  requested  Captain  Taylor,  commissary  at  Louisville,  to  send  to 
Florence  fifty  barrels  of  pork,  which  I could  not  procure  in  this  country.  I 
have  in  store  here  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  and  have  engaged  twenty 
barrels  of  corn-meal.  All  of  these  stores  that  remain  unexpended  on  the 
departure  of  the  emigrants,  I shall  ship  with  them,  and  the  surplus,  after 
supplying  them  on  the  voyage,  will  be  turned  over  to  the  agent  on  the 
Arkansas. 

Your  letter  of  February  27th  is  received,  and  your  directions  for  the 
correction  of  the  mistake  mentioned  shall  be  obeyed. 

I am,  sir,,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

Agent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 

Brig.  General  George  Gibson, 

• Q,  G.  ^S'.,  Washingto?i  City. 
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Nashville,  Tenn.,  April  2,  1832. 

Sir:  I send  enclosed  a contract  which  I have  made  with  Mr.  L.  P. 
Cheatham,  the  gentleman  whose  proposals  I had  transmitted  to  you  for 
steamboat  transportation  for  the  Cherokee  emigrants.  In  drawing  it  up,  I 
have  tried  to  embrace  every  provision  necessary  to  insure. a safe  and  expe- 
ditious conveyance  of  the  emigrants.  You  will  perceive,  also,  that  the  terms 
are  so  fixed  as  to  make  it  the  interest  of  the  proprietor  always  to  ascend 
the  Arkansas  as  far  as  possible,  which  I considered  an  important  object,  as 
the  landing  the  emigrants  at  any  place  short  of  their  destination  must  occa- 
sion great  additional  expense,  as  well  as  delays  and  other  difficulties.  Should 
the  steamboat  be  stopped  by  want  of  sufficient  water,  he  will,  nevertheless, 
forward  the  emigrants  in  keel-boats  as  far  as  possible.  Mr.  Cheatham  has 
an  excellent  steamboat  of  a light  draft  of  water,  which  will  be  sent  on  the 
present  expedition,  and  another  of  similar  character  nearly  finished,  which 
he  will  also  put  in  the  service  whenever  it  may  be  required.  And  should 
the  extent  of  the  emigration  call  for  still  more  boats,  he  will  always  be 
ready  to  provide  them  at  fifteen  days  notice. 

He  wished  to  have  inserted  an  artice  binding  the  United  States  to  employ 
him  exclusively  in  removing  the  whole  Cherokee  nation;  but  such  an  article 
appeared  to  me  inadmissible.  I thought  I might  give  him  the  assurance, 
however,  that  the  department  would  always  give  him  the  preference  over 
those  offering  only  equal  terms,  and  that  no  clandestine  attempts  at  under- 
bidding him  would  be  countenanced,  as  an  efficient  execution  of  the  service 
was  of  greater  consideration  with  the  Government  than  any  trifling  reduction 
of  expense  could  be. 

He  withdraws  his  boat  from  a lucrative  business,  in  which  it  is  now 
engaged,  more  for  the  expectation  of  future  profit  than  of  any  advantage  to 
be  gained  by  the  present  trip.  This  plan  of  contracting  for  the  transporta- 
tion, is,  in  all  respects  preferable^  to  that  of  chartering.  The  charter  of  a 
steamboat  and  keels  is  rated  at  ^150  per  day,  without  being  obliged  to  run 
during  the  night,  and  with  a strong  motive  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  to 
draw  out  the  voyage  to  the  greatest  possible  length. 

The  framing  and  negotiating  this  contract  has  been  a difficult  task  to  me, 
owing  to  my  inexperience  in  this  part  of  my  duty.  If  I have  succeeded 
in  avoiding  great  errors,  I shall  be  satisfied,  and  claim  your  approbation. 

Mr.  Cheatham  has  executed  a bond,  with  two  securities,  Mr.  James  Bar- 
rets and  Washington  Barrow,  citizens  of  Nashville,  represented  to  me  as  suf- 
ficient men,  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  the  performance  of  his  contract. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

Agent  remH  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,,  Washington  City, 


Florence,  Alabama,  April  18,  1832. 

Sir:  The  emigrants,  nearly  four  hundred  in  number,  passed  through  the 
shoals  yesterday,  and  arrived  here  in  nine  flat-boats  to  day. 

They  were  detained  until  this  time  by  unforeseen  obstacles  of  various 
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kinds,,  but  principally  by  adverse  winds,  and  the  low  stage  of  water  in  the 
Tennessee,  which  is  extraordinary  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

The  steamboat  Tom  Yeatman  is  at  Waterloo,  a port  thirty  miles  below 
this,  at  the  foot  of  Colbert’s  shoal,  over  which  the  water  is  too  low  for  her 
to  pass.  About  three  days  of  demurrage  have  been  incurred,  and  the  wind  is 
now  strong  ahead;  but  every  exertion  will  be  made,  and  we  hope  to  reach 
the  boat  by  to-morrow  morning  early. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 
v^gent  remU  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Nashville,  May  2,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  March  19  was  received  about  the  20th  ultimo  at  Wa- 
terloo, forwarded  to  me  from  Calhoun;  and  that  of  the  13th  April,  enclosed 
with  Mr.  Aiken’s  account,  I received  to-day.  That  account  shall  be  settled, 
according  to  your  direction. 

The  steamboat  Tom  Yeatman  left  the  mouth  of  Tennessee  river  on  the 
23d  of  April,  with  three  hundred  arid  eighty  emigrants,  under  charge  of  B. 
F.  Currey,  esquire,  superintendent  emigration.  1 have  been  detained  by 
want  of  means  of  conveyance  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cumberland,  and  not  been 
able  to  reach  this  place  until  to-day.  I shall  now  lose  no  time  in  making 
out  my  accounts,  which  were  due  on  the  31st  of  March. 

I shall  remain  here  until  the  return  of  the  steamboat,  that  I may  make  a 
final  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  my  agency;  after  which  it  is  my  inten- 
tion, should  I receive  no  counter  orders  from  you,  to  proceed  to  Washing- 
ton, where  my  presence  may  be  useful  in  settling  my  accounts. 

I enclose  a certificate  of  the  cashier  of  the  United  States’  Branch  Bank  at 
Nashville,  of  the  transfer  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  according  to  your  order. 
This  was  not  received  until  to-day,  having  been  sent  to  Calhoun  and  returned. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

Jigent  remU  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
Brigadier  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Nashville,  May  3,  1832. 

Sir:  I send  enclosed,  herewith,  abstract,  No.  2,  of  disbursements  for  con- 
tingencies, with  thirty -four  vouchers  belonging  to  it. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

Jigent  rem^l  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City. 
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NashvillEj  May  4,  1S32. 

Sir:  I send,  enclosed  with  this,  abstract,  No.  3,  of  disbursements  for  con- 
tingencies, and  fifteen  vouchers;  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

Jigeni  rem^l  and  subsistence  of  IndianSo 
Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Nashville,  May  3,  1832. 

Sir:  I send,  enclosed  with  this,  abstract.  No.  1,  of  disbursements  for  con- 
tingencies for  the  first  quarter  of  this  year,  with  fifty-two  vouchers  belong- 
ing to  it.  This  abstract  comprehends  the  commutation  of  transportation  and 
subsistence  made  in  that  quarter.  I have  ventured  to  depart  from  usual 
forms  so  far  as  to  arrange  my  numerous  vouchers  for  contingencies  into  three 
classes — the  1st  commutations,  2d  transportation,  3d  miscellaneous.  The 
purchases  will  not  occupy  more  than  one  abstract. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.L.  McCLINTOCK, 
digent  Tern'll  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  6,  1832. 

Sir:  I send,  herewith  enclosed,  the  following  papers,  viz. 

1st.  Abstract  of  purchases  for  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1832,  with 
seventeen  vouchers. 

2d.  Abstract  of  provisions  issued  during  same  period. 

3d.  « No.  2. 

4th.  Certificate  of  wasteage. 

5th.  Return  of  provisions  received  and  issued  during  the  same  period. 

6th.  Account  current. 

In  accounting^ for  the  wasteage  of  the  pork,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  that 
the  head,  feet,  and  backbone,  were  lost  in  cutting  up  each  hog,  and  that  it 
was  exposed  to  the  air  until  it  was  issued.  The  best  method  of  preservation 
practised  in  the  country  was  adopted,  and  none  was  lost  by  putrefaction. 

This  package  contains  all  the  remainder  of  my  accounts  for  the  quarter 
ending  31st  March,  1832. 

I am,  ^ir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

Agent  remH  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.j  Washington  City. 
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Columbus,  Mississippi,  May  16, 1832. 

Sir:  Mr.  Gaines,  the  emigrating  agent  for  the  Choctaws  as  far  as  the 
Mississippi  river,  appointed  a Mr.  McGee  to  superintend  the  emigration  of 
my  party  as  far  as  the  Mississippi.  His  conduct  was  such  as  very  much 
displeased  me  and  my  party,  and  do  not  wish  further  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  him,  and  hope  you  will  consult  our  wishes  upon  that  subject.  Mr. 
Reuben  H,  Grant  is  a man  with  whom  we  have  had  much  to  do  with,  and  is 
one  in  whom  we  can  place  every  confidence.  I therefore  wish  him  to  have  the 
immediate  superintendence  of  my  party  to  our  place  of  destination,  or  at 
least  as  far  as  the  Mississippi  river.  By  giving  us  an  emigrating  agent  of 
our  own  choice,  you  leave  no  room  of  complaint,  and  my  people  will  be 
more  easily  satisfied  than  with  a person  that  we  are  unacquainted  with,  and 
cannot  at  once  repose  every  confidence  in. 

A white  man,  by  the  name  of  Johnson,  practised  a fraud  upon  me  in  ob- 
taining a note  for  upwards  of  nine  hundred  dollars,  and  sued  me  for  the 
same;  but  I have  just  been  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed  in  the  courts  of  the 
white  people  to  make  him  pay  the  cost;  and  am  gratified  to  say  every 
justice  seemed  to  be  administered  to  me  by  the  court. 

MUSHULATUBBE,  his  x mark. 

To  the  Hon.  Secretary  op  War. 


Demopolis,  June  6,  1S32. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  of  May  has  been  received  but  a few  days 
since,  owing  to  my  absence. 

When  I paid  the  money  to  Mr.  Abert  for  J.  B.  Jones,  I requested  the 
former  to  get  from  the  latter  written  evidence  of  his  agency,  and  Mr.  Abert 
soon  after  sent  me  a power  of  attorney  from  Jones,  which  was  handed  to 
Colonel  Gaines  with  the  abstract  and  vouchers;  and  I suppose  it  has  been 
mislaid.  I have  written  to  Abert  for  written  authority  again. 

The  money  was  paid  to  Ebahaka  in  presence  of  Doctor  Samuel  M.  South- 
erland of  this  place,  who  is  very  sick,  confined  to  his  bed.  The  doctor 
also  heard  Henry  Love  request  me  to  pay  the  two  dollars  for  ferriage  of 
BigNane’s  company  to  James  Harnes,  and  he  saw  the  money  paid. 

So  soon  as  Doctor  S.  recovers  from  his  illness,  and  I get  the  necessary 
evidence  from  Charles  H.  Abert,  esq.,  postmaster  of  Columbus,  Miss.,  I 
will  send  them  to  you,  together  with  all  the  information  and  papers  sought, 
which  I may  be  able  to  furnish. 

Respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  McGEE, 

Lnit  Jissistant  *B.gent  rem.  and  sub.  of  Indians. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  Gi  S.,  Washington  City. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  July  30,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  I have  been  requested  by  Colonel  J.  B.  Gardiner  to  make  a 
statement  to  you  relative  to  the  understanding  between  Mr.  Gardiner  and 
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myself,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes  with  whom  we  formed  treaties  last  sea- 
son, respecting  the  manner  in  which  they  were  to  be  removed. 

I can  therefore  clearly  state,  that  it  was  expressly  understood,  at  the  time 
the  treaties  were  concluded,  that  the  Indians  were  to  be  removed  by  land. 
It  is  therefore  my  opinion  that  they  will  not  agree  to  be  removed  in  any 
other  way. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McELVAIN, 

Indian  Agent. 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City. 


Cherokee  Agency,  July  14,  1832. 

Sir:  Before  the  emigration  was  stopped,  in  1830,  I had  enrolled  a man 
by  the  name  of  John  Mosely;  and,  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  he  came  on  to  the 
agency  with  his  family,  and  the  family  of  Alex.  McDaniel,  who  had  gone  him- 
selfthe  fall  before;  and,  after  consulting  the  Government,  I gave  them  a boat 
and  provisions,  and  sent  them  on.  He  had  hired  a man  by  the  name  of 
Cordery  to  bring  them  to  this  place,  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  day 
for  his  wagon  and  team.  He  charged  for  twelve  days  for  coming  and  re- 
turning. The  price  and  time  charged  was  believed  to  be  reasonable;  but  I 
had  previously  made  out  my  estimate.  I then  promised  him,  the  wagoner, 
that,  when  the  emigration  was  opened  again,  his  account  should  be  estimated 
for  with  others.  But  the  transportation  being  confided  last  year  to  Captain 
McClintock,  he  was  not  authorized  to  pay  it,  and  I had  no  funds  which  I 
was  authorized  to  apply  to  it. 

Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  direct  how  the  wagoner  is  to  be  paid,  and 
out  of  what  fund? 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  MONTGOMERY. 

Honorable  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington  City. 


Demopolis,  JIugust  2,  1832. 

Sir:  I send  you,  herewith.  Doctor  Southerland’s  certificate  in  relation  to 
Ebahaka’s  -j-  and  account,  and  Harnes’  case. 

I am  informed  by  Major  Norwood  that  Mr.  C.  H.  Abert  has  procured 
from  Jones  evidence  of  his  authority  to  receive  the  amount  due  the  latter 
by  the  Government,  and  had  sent  it  to  Mr.  Gaines  to  Mobile.  I have  not 
seen  Mr.  Gaines,  nor  have  I received  an  answer  to  my  letter  to  Mr.  Abert 
on  that  subject.  If  Mr.  Gaines  has  not  sent  you  the  authority  from  Jones 
to  Abert,  and  you  will  give  me  notice,  I will  attend  to  it. 

The  branding  iron  is  at  the  Choctaw  trading-house  or  factory,  as  per  let- 
ter from  B.  F.  Bullock  to  Mr.  Gaines. 

I send  you  an  abstract  of  forage  as  issued  by  the  contractor,  together 
with  the  requisition  on  the  contractor. 
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I have,  through  much  labor  and  perplexity,  made  out  an  account  of  fo- 
rage and  provision  furnished,  and  paid  for  by  me,  otherwise  than  by  the 
contractor;  which  shows  that  I have  by  no  means  exceeded  the  allowance 
by  the  Government. 

As  an  apology  for  having  my  accounts  so  much  mixed,  I beg  leave  to  re- 
mark here,  that  the  wagons  engaged  by  me  went  into  the  nation  at  different 
places,  at  least  one  hundred  miles  distant  from  the  two  extreme  points;  that 
there  was  but  one  road  through  my  district,  (the  northeast,)  and  that  road  run 
immediately  across  the  route  I had  to  travel;  and  I had  to  send  the  wagons 
through  the  woods  in  every  direction,  cutting  roads,  and  furnishing  them- 
selves as  they  went  to  collect  the  Indians. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  McGEE. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Demopolis,  August  10,  1832. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  2d  instant,  I omitted  to  notice  the  tent 
cloth.  It  was  purchased  for  the  poor  destitute  Indians  who  were  unable 
to  procure  for  themselves  a shelter  from  the  rain  and  snow.  The  tents  fur- 
nished by  me  were  marked  with  paint  U.  S.  They  were  handed  over  as 
United  States’  property  to  the  agents  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Those  used 
by  Pitchlyn’s  party  were  delivered  to  Doctor  J.  T.  Fulton  at  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  with  the  Indians, 

Respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  McGEE. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Fort  Preble,  September  3,  1832. 

Dear  Major:  I am  at  a loss  to  account  for  the  delay  that  has  been  made 
in  transmitting  to  me  the  balance  due  on  settlement  of  my  Indian  accounts. 
About  one  month  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  get  returns  from  the  bank 
at  Nashville.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  inquire  into  this  business,  and,  if 
you  can  expedite  it,  you  will  confer  a signal  favor. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  McCLINTOCK. 

Major  J.  H.  Hook,  C,  G,  S,  j Washington  City, 


Fort  Preble,  September  19,  1832. 

Sir:  I received  to-day  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  enclosed  with  the 
copies  of  two  others  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  the  cashier 
of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States  at  Nashville;  by  which,  it  appears,  he  is 
under  the  impression  that  I have  overdrawn  funds  from  that  bank  to  the 
amount  of  $453  91.  The  enclosed  scrap  of  paper  shows  the  state  of  my 
accounts  with  the  bank. 
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The  sum  credited  to  me,  of  83,342,  was  found  by  the  book  kept,  from 
which  the  cashier  deducted  8700,  the  amount  of  a check  not  then  recorded; 
and  a balance  was  found  due  me  of  (^2,642:  these  figures  were  put  down  by 
the  hand  of  the  cashier  himself.  I had  no  other  transaction  with  the  bank 
till  the  settlement  of  my  accounts  by  Mr.  Easton  in  your  office,  when,  by 
his  advice,  I drew  upon  the  bank  in  favor  of  the  Treasury  Department,  for 
^2,142,  leaving  $500  in  the  bank  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the 
check  drawn  in  March  in  favor  of  McCarty  of  Calhoun.  Mr.  Easton  must 
recollect  our  conversation  on  this  subject.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
cashier  is  in  error,  which,  I should  suppose,  an  examination  of  my  accounts 
would  readily  prove.  1 write  him  by  this  mail,  and  require  a detailed  state- 
ment of  my  accounts,  with  the  checks;  without  which  proofs  I cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  refund. 

Remaining  to  my  credit  in  bank  January  9,  - - - 82,642  00 

Deduct  my  draft  in  favor  of  treasury  draft  - - - 2,142  00 


Remaining  to  pay  my  check  of  March  to  McCarty  - - • $500  00 


I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

Captain  Bd  Regiment  Artillery, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Fort  Preble,  Septemben  28,  1832. 


Sir:  I received  this  day  your  letter  of  22d  instant,  concerning  an  office 
table  and  case  purchased  by  me  at  Calhoun,  and  not  accounted  for.  Those 
articles  were  left  in  the  office  occupied  by  me,  to  which  I considered  them 
as  fixtures.  Colonel  Williams,  in  whose  house  I kept  my  office,  took  charge 
of  them,  promising  to  deliver  them  to  my  successor.  I was  not  aware  that 
such  items  were  subject  to  the  strict  rules  of  accountability  which  govern 
other  property.  The  sum  is  too  small  to  warrant  the  delay  in  the  settle- 
ment of  my  accounts  which  would  be  required  to  obtain  a receipt,  and,  if 
the  Auditor  cannot  dispense  with  the  formality,  I must  acquiesce  in  the  loss 
of  it. 


I am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  McCLINTOCK, 

Late  Agent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Cherokees, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Washington,  24,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  I have  been  endeavoring  to  get  a communication  in  the  pa- 
pers at  Little  Rock  against  Captain  J.  Brown  of  the  United  States’  army, 
and  under  his  eye;  but  it  appears  he  is  better  able  to  pay  them  than  I am, 
as  he  has  the  public  money  to  do  it  with.  I have  concluded,  therefore,  to 
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enclose  the  same  to  you,  as  I understand  he  is  about  to  leave  this  country 
for  the  city,  and  by  this  means  he  wiii  be  met  with  them  where  his  course 
can  be  reprimanded,  I must  beg  your  indulgence  for  not  transcribing  my 
communication:  my  reasons  are,  that  I did  not  receive  them  from  the  editor 
until  a few  hours  since;  and  it  is  thought,  if  it  did  not  go  this  mail,  he  would 
reach  there  first. 

I am  unknown  to  you,  but  this,  in  my  opinion,  should  not  deter  any  man 
Irom  communicating  with  an  officer  of  Government  when  the  interest  of 
, the  same  is  at  stake,  and  the  individual  who  writes  has  the  good  of  the  Go« 
vernment  at  heart;  but,  as  a reference,  I am,  or  have  been  a number  of  years 
ago,  an  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Gunter^s,  General  McCoy  of  Virginia,  and 
was  raised  in  Rockingham  county,  Virginia.  This  1 do  in  order  to  give 
some  credit  to  my  note;  and  as  to  the  truth  of  my  communication  above 
alluded  to,  ample  testimony  can  be  had  at  a short  notice,  and  a great  deal  more 
than  is  there  staled  couldj  be  adduced  to  show  his  want  of  the  qualifications 
necessary  for  a public  officer;  language  he  has  used  to  persons  who  just  pre- 
sented drafts,  without  expressing  their  feelings  on  the  subject,  or  even  their 
wants. 

I would  not  have  troubled  you  with  this  if  I could  have  gotten  it  before 
the  public  here,  when  I could  have  had  a chance  of  exposing  his  conduct. 
It  is  the  wish,  not  only  of  myself,  that  this  abuse  should  be  corrected,  but  of 
very  many  of  the  citizens  of  the  Territory.  His  being  so  inaccessible  has 
caused  contracts  to  go  as  high  as  they  have,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  mo- 
ney from  him.  I know  drafts  to  have  been  in  the  hands  of  persons  who 
needed  their  money  four  and  six  months,  and  their  property  sold  for  noth- 
ing in  a manner:  his  drafts  would  not  bring  their  nominal  value,  and  some 
would  not  have  them  at  all,  and  subjecting  the  people  to  great  difficulty, 

I am,  with  due  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  McWilliams. 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  & 


Choctaw  Agency,  Miss.,  Sept  25,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I arrived  at  this  place  on  the 
24th  inst.,  and  found  Wm.  Armstrong,  esq,,  here.  I shall  depart  on  the 
morning  of  the  27th  for  the  different  places  at  which  it  is  contemplated  the 
section  of  Indians  that  I am  to  conduct  shall  assemble,  in  time  to  attend  to 
their  congregation,  and  to  make  the  requisite  disbursements  for  provisions 
and  transportation,  &c. 

I received  the  ten  thousand  dollars  deposited  to  my  credit  in  the  Branch. 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Nashville.  The  special  agent  informs  me 
that  he  has  forwarded  to  your  department  an  estimate  of  funds  for  my  dis- 
bursement this  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  amounting  to  twenty -three  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  estimate,  1 am  inclined  to  believe,  is  too  small.  The 
item  of  transportation  of  provisions  is  not  contained  in  his  estimate,  and  the 
estimated  expenditures  for  contingencies  are  not  sufficient.  The  transporta- 
tion of  three  thousand  Indians  to  Vicksburg,  and  crossing  the  Mississippi, 
will  doubtless  cost  the  Government  at  least  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Of 
this  matter  I shall  be  enabled  to  judge  more  correctly  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  necessary  expenditures. 
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The  funds  that  may  hereafter  be  transmitted  to  me  had  better  be  deposit- 
ed at  Natchez,  from  whence  I can  get  them,  through  the  Branch  Bank  of  Mis- 
sissippi, at  Vicksburg.  Funds  intended  for  the  opposite  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  it  will  be  requisite  should  be  supplied  previous  to  our  departure 
from  Vicksburg,  or  transmitted  by  a special  agent,  as  it  is  not  contemplated 
that  we  should  leave  our  parties  to  go  in  pursuit  of  funds. 

The  special  agent  has  estimated  for  forage  for  Indian  horses.  This  item 
is  not  embraced  in  the  regulations  or  instructions,  but  seems  to  be  a very 
necessary  expenditure;  otherwise,  the  amount  of  transportation  allowed 
^ would  fall  far  short  of  being  sufficient.  Instructions  on  this  subject  are  res- 
pectfully requested. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 
Disbursing  %^gent  Choctaw  removal. 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  /S'.,  Washington  City, 


Robertson  road,  Miss.,  Oct,  1,  1833.  ' 

Sir:  This  day  I have  receipted  to  Samuel  T.  Cross,  for  one  public  horse, 
saddle,  and  bridle. 

The  horse  is  at  present  lame  and  unserviceable:  should  the  department  in- 
tend any  particular  disposition  to  be  made  of  said  horse,  will  it  have  the 
goodness  to  instruct  me? 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY,  Lieut,  U,  S,  ^., 
Disb’g  tfigent  Choctaw  removal. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,G,  S,,  Washington  City, 


Doak’s  Stand,  Robertson  road,  Oct,  3,  1833. 

Sir:  Since  my  arrival  at  this  place  from  the  Agency,  I have  visited  two 
points  at  which  it  is  intended  that  those  Indians  who  intend  emigrating  west 
this  fall  should  assemble — the  one  twenty-eight  miles  distant,  the  other 
twenty-five;  and  have  made  arrangements  to  have  the  necessary  supplies  fur- 
nished. To-morrow  I shall  depart  for  the  third  rendezvous  on  Black  creek, 
at  the  former  military  encampment  fifty  miles  from  this,  and  will  be  in  time 
to  make  the  requisite  expenditures.  The  aggregate  of  these  three  parties 
will  not,  it  is  now  believed,  consist  of  more  than  two  thousand  Choctaws, 
and  hence  the  expenditures  will  not  be  so  great  as  was  at  first  estimated, 
and  will  fall  short  of  the  estimate  made  for  me  by  the  special  agent.  Captain 
Wm.  Armstrong.  The  first  parties  will  leave  their  encampments  on  the 
10th  or  12th  inst,  unite  at  this  place,  and  then  proceed  on  this  road  to  Vicks- 
burg. The  other  party  will  leave  Black  creek  about  the  same  time,  pass 
through  Benton,  and  unite  with  the  former  near  its  point  of  destination  on 
the  Mississippi.  As  I cannot,  under  this  arrangement,  be  present  to  attend 
in  person  to  the  issues,  the  assistant  agent  immediately  in  charge  of  the 
party  will  draw  the  returns,  and  superintend  the  issues  in  my  absence. 
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The  regulations  provide  that  certain  agents  shall  receive  their  actual  sub- 
sistence and  transportation  while  accompanying  a party  of  emigrating  In- 
dians. I do  not  know  that  I understand  the  views  of  the  department  in  this 
particular.  Does  it  intend  that  those  persons  should  take  and  produce 
vouchers  for  every  such  expenditure?  or  will  it  be  sufficient  for  them  to 
make  a charge  for  the  total  amount  it  may  cost  them,  during  the  time  stated, 
for  subsistence  and  transportation?  The  persons  alluded  to  keep,  of  course, 
their  own  horses,  and  being  allowed  transportation,  I presume  the  depart- 
ment will  permit  them  to  charge  for  such  horse  what  the  hire  of  one  would 
cost.  Should  it  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  department,  a commuta- 
tion for  such  allowances  would  be  greatly  preferred  by  the  persons  con- 
cerned. 

The  most  indifferent  fare  (and  rough  indeed  it  is,)  cost  one  dollar  per  day 
in  the  Choctaw  country,  and  increases  as  we  progress  towards  the  Mississip- 
pi. The  regular  charge  for  forage  for  a horse  per  day  is  seventy-five  cents 
or  sixteen  dollars  per  month. 

These  expenses  are  more  particularly  required  while  collecting  the  In- 
dians than  subsequently,  for,  after  the  party  is  collected  and  on  the  inarch, 
those  supplies  are  purchased  by  the  quantity,  and  issued  as  required.  These 
particulars  are  furnished  that  they  may  serve  the  department  in  case  it  should 
think  proper  to  commute  the  allowance  of  subsistence  and  transportation, 
'fhe  regulations  are  not  precise  on  what  day  those  allowances  commence. 
I understand  them  to  commence  on  the  day  appointed  for  issues  to  the  In- 
dians, and  commencement  of  the  journal:  on  that  day  the  party  is  in  exist- 
ence, and  the  agents  in  company.  If  wrong,  will  the  department  instruct 
me?  Communications  to  the  care  of  Campbell  and  Brother,  merchants  at 
Vicksburg,  will  reach  us  sooner  than  through  any  other  channel  that  I know 
of.  Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY,  Zeew/., 
Disbursing  JigenU 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.^  Washington  City. 


Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  October  29,  1832. 

Sir:  We  reached  the  Mississippi  on  the  25th  instant,  and,  on  nearing  the 
town  of  Vicksburg,  we  heard  from  the  citizens  that  were  flying  from  the 
town,  that  the  cholera  v/as  raging  in  it:  consequently,  we  took  the  precau- 
tion to  quit  the  main  road  some  four  or  five  miles  distant  from  the  place,  and 
to  approach  the  river  about  two  miles  above  the  town,  warned  the  natives 
to  keep  out  of  it,  and  requested  its  citizens  not  to  visit  us.  These  precau- 
tions were  not,  however,  sufficient  to  prevent  communications,  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  or  some  other  cause,  the  cholera  made  its  appearance  among 
us  yesterday  morning.  The  first  subject  attacked  is  since  dead;  five  or  six 
other  cases,  having  been  taken  in  time,  are  doing  well;  forty  or  fifty  natives 
are  complaining  with  the  premonitory,  but  having  been  supplied  with  the 
requisite  anti-cholera  medicines  in  time,  the  most  flattering  results  are  anti- 
cipated . 

Not  doubting  but  that  the  department  would  approve  of  the  expenditure 
necessary  to  procure  medical  attendance,  medicines,  and  those  comforts  that 
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liumanity  would  Seem  to  dictate,  I did  not  Iiesitate  to  procure  medical  aid, 
medicines,  and  to  order  a tent  to  be  made,  to  serve  as  an  hospital,  and  to 
procure  some  few  stores.  A few  days,  I hope,  will  free  us  from  this  dread- 
ful disease. 

We  expected  to  have  found  William  Armstrong,  the  special  agent,  here, 
with  boats  ready  to  take  us  off:  but  we  have  not  yet  heard  of  him:  to-mor- 
row, I doubt  not,  will  bring  him.  Samuel  T.  Cross,  the  agent,  received  two 
letters  from  F.  Armstrong,  the  special  agent  west,  to-day,  stating  that  he 
had  procured  boats  and  provisions  to  take  the  Indians  from  this  point,  which 
he  expected  to  reach  to-day  or  to-morrow,  to  some  landing-place  on  White 
river,  at  which  place  he  had  one  hundred  and  fifty  wagons  waiting  to  take 
us  on,  (ninety,  however,  will  effect  that  object  for  all  the  Indians.)  All  the 
requisite  expenditures, from  his  letters,  seems  to  have  been  made;  so,  I rather 
am  inclined  to  believe  he  does  not  anticipate  that  the  services  of  the  disburs* 
ing  officers  will  be  required  west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Your  favor  of  October  2,  notifying  me  of  a deposite  of  funds  in  the  Nat- 
chez Bank,  is  just  received,  and  arrangements  made  with  the  Branch  of  the 
Mississippi  Bank  to  receive  the  money.  As  yet  my  expenditures  have  not 
been  over  three  thousand  dollars,  having  to  supply  but  six  hundred  Indians. 
A party  of  about  two  thousand  Indians  under  charge,  I believe,  of  Mr.  Col- 
quhoun,  I have  been  informed,  have  reached  Clinton,  forty  miles  distant, 
and  there  encamped,  and  intend  remaining,  how  long  I know  not:  this,  pro- 
bably, is  merely  report.  The  party,  however,  should  have  been  here  ere 
this. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 
Lieutenant^  and  Disbursing  *dgent^ 
General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


Cherokee  Agencv,  Nov.  28,  IS32. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  letter  was  enclosed  in  a letter  to  me,  with  directions  to 
forward  it  to  Capt.  McClintock  if  he  had  left  this  place.  Will  you  be  so 
good  as  to  give  it  direction  to  him,  wherever  he  may  be? 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  MONTGOMERY. 

Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  Washington  City, 

Little  Rock,  Jan,  4,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  detachment  of  emigrating 
Choctaw  Indians  that  I conducted  to  their  new  country  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, arrived  at  the  Kiamichi  river,  near  Fort  Towson,  on  the  16th  of  De- 
cember last,  when  they  re-mustered  and  discharged  on  the  following  day. 

V ery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  Lieutenant^  and  Disbursing  Jigent,  <S*c. 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 
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Fort  Towson,  Dec,  24,  1832# 

Sir:  Since  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  9th  of  July  last, 
circumstances  have  transpired  which  compel  me  to  resign  the  situation  of 
assistant  agent  in  the  Choctaw  removal,  conferred  on  me  by  that  letter.  It 
is  my  wish  that  my  resignation  should  take  effect  on  the  last  day  of  Febru- 
ary, A.  D.  1833.  Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  letter. 

I am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

WM.  McK.  BALL, 

Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  Assistant  Agent  Choctaw  removaL 

C,  G,  S.j  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Jan.  5,  1833. 

Sir:  I reached  this  place  on  the  3d  instant,  just  in  time  to  avail  myself 
of  the  mail  which  left  on  that  date,  to  inform  you  that  the  detachment  of 
emigrating  Choctaws,  conducted  by  myself  to  their  new  country  west,  have 
arrived,  been  re-mustered,  and  discharged  on  the  bank  of  the  Kiamichi  river, 
near  Fort  Towson,  on  the  16th  and  17th  December  last. 

In  a former  communication,  which  I had  the  honor  to  address  the  depart- 
ment, I informed  you  that  the  detachment  then  under  my  charge  had  arrived 
in  the  vicinity  of  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  in  which  place  the  cholera  had 
just  made  its  appearance,  and  was  then  raging  with  great  violence.  Every 
precaution  possible  was  taken  to  guard  against  the  introduction  of  that,  as 
was  then  considered,  fatal  disease  among  the  natives,  but  proved  ineffectual. 
In  a few  days,  while  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  special  agent,  F.  Armstrong, 
who,  in  a letter  addressed  to  Samuel  T.  Cross,  assistant  agent,  had  stated  he 
was  on  the  way  to  us  with  the  means  of  transportation  and  subsistence.  The 
cholera  exhibited  itself  in  our  camp,  and  at  first  assumed  a character  somewhat 
distressing.  The  services  of  a medical  person  was  immediately  procured, 
and  upon  the  first  examination  by  that  gentleman,  (Dr.  Nutt,)  from  forty  to 
fifty  cases  of  the  disease  were  discovered  among  the  natives,  and  hourly  in- 
creasing. Before  we  were  enabled  to  leave  the  place,  near  two  hundred 
cases  of  the  disease  had  occurred  in  our  camp,  and  from  the  known  habits 
of  the  Indians,  and  their  exposed  situation,  the  most  fatal  consequences  to 
them  were  at  first  anticipated:  but  in  that  respect  we  were  agreeably  disap- 
pointed. Either  owing  to  the  peculiar  constitution  of  the  native,  or  skill 
of  the  medical  gentleman  employed,  the  disease  was  arrested,  with  few  ex- 
exceptions, in  every  case.  In  fact.  Dr.  Nutt  seemed  perfectly  familiar  with, 
and  complete  master  of,  this  terrible  disease,  and  soon  taught  us  to  consider 
it  rather  harmless  than  otherwise;  which,  subsequently,  with  proper  pre- 
caution, we  have  invariably  found  to  be  the  case. 

On  the  31st  October  the  special  agent  arrived,  and  on  the  1st  November, 
1832,  the  detachment  was  embarked  on  board  of  the  steamboat  Tom  Yeat- 
man,  and  United  States'  snag-boat  Heliopolis.  The  natives'  horses  were  sent 
by  land,  under  charge  of  Lieut.  Van  Horne,  disbursing  agent,  &c. , to  join  the 
party  near  this  place.  On  board  of  the  boats,  where  it  was  apprehended 
the  cholera  might  prove  more  fatal  than  it  had  previously,  it  continued  uni 
der  the  superintending  care  of  Doctor  Nutt,  who  the  special  agent  directed 
to  be  employed  to  accompany  the  detachment,  and  by  the  time  we  had  ar- 
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rived  at  White  river,  the  disease  had  nearly  abated;  but  at  that  point,  after 
a sudden  change  in  the  weather,  the  disease  increased,  and  from  thence  to 
Rock  Row,  the  place  where  the  Indians  resumed  land  transportation,  and 
while  there,  I have  been  subsequently  informed  it  proved  more  fatal  before 
the  Indians  reached  this  place:  however,  the  disease  had  left  them. 

At  the  mouth  of  White  river  the  special  agent  turned  back,  and  requested 
me  to  accompany  him,  leaving  the  charge  of  the  detachment  with  Samuel 
T.  Cross,  assistant  agent,  (who,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  add,  is  a very  effi- 
cient one,)  until  my  return. 

We  returned  to  Vicksburg,  and  there  found  a detachment  of  Indians 
under  charge  of,  as  had  been,  I believe  decided  by  William  Armstrong, 
special  agent  east  of  tlie  Mississippi  river,  Mr.  Colquhoun,  with  Lieutenant 
Simonton,  disbursing  agent. 

The  special  agent  west  entertained,  too,  I believe,  views  similar  to  those 
of  his  brother  with  respect  to  the  superior  authority  of  the  assistant  citizen 
agents,  though  I apprehend  subsequent  events  induced  him  to  change  that 
opinion. 

The  condition  of  that  detachment,  and  the  character  of  its  management 
under  the  person  named,  I presume  the  special  agent  has  already  detailed  to 
you,  and  the  attempt  of  the  former  to  assassinate  the  latter.  On  the  way 
up  the  Mississippi, the  cholera  broke  out  among  these  Indians,  and  remained 
with  them  till  a few  days  previous  to  their  arrival  in  their  new  country.  At 
Rock  Row,  this  detachment,  consisting  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  In- 
dians, was  divided  into  three  detachments,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
rangements which  had  occurred  on  the  way  in  the  former  organization, 
they  were  assigned  to  Lieutenants  Simonton,  Van  Horne,  and  myself.  At 
this  place  I assumed  charge  of  that  assigned  to  me,  and  conducted  as  I have 
previously  stated.  I am  now  on  my  way  to  Nashville  to  make  out  my  pa- 
pers, and  will  do  myself  the  honor  to  address  the  department  from  that  city. 

I have  received  no  communications  from  the  department  since  I com- 
menced the  duty,  in  answer  to  former  ones  addressed  by  me  to  the  depart- 
ment; though  I have  seen  a copy  of  one  received  by  Lieutenant  Van  Horne, 
which  I regret  did  not  reach  me  in  time. 

Should  the  department  see  proper  to  order  me  to  Washington,  I could 
make  verbal  statements  in  relation  to  the  duty  I have  been  on  more  full  and 
satisfactorily,  probably,  than  I can  on  paper.  There  are  many  existing  de- 
fects that  require  correction,  which  doubtless  the  special  agents  will  point 
out,  and  suggest  improvements  which  would  operate  to  great  advantage. 

One  serious  disadvantage  realized  this  year  has  been  the  great  dissimilari- 
ty of  opinion  had  by  the  different  agents  in  relation  to  the  true  meaning 
and  proper  construction  of  the  existing  regulations:  also,  the  manner  in 
which  the  parties  have  been  organized  and  conducted.  The  duty  admits, 
doubtless,  of  being  reduced,  when  properly  understood  by  all  the  agents,  to 
a system  perfectly  economical  and  efficient. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 
Lieutenant^  and  Disbursing  Jigent^ 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  Gr.  5.,  Washington  City» 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  March  23,  1S33. 

Honorable  Sir:  Yours  of  the  13th  instant  came  duly  to  hand,  pursuant 
to  which  I enclose  my  account  with  a receipt  attached.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  I sent  on  duplicates  of  the  same  to  Lieutenant  Lane  in  October  last,  by 
his  instructions,  by  which  he  promised  to  remit  to  me  a check  for  the  amount, 
but  he  has  not  complied  therewith. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  McLENE. 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G,  S. 


Washington  City,  ndpril  9,  1833. 

Sir:  Having  understood  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  department  that  one 
of  the  disbursing  agents  for  the  subsistence  and  removal  of  Indians  should 
repair  to  the  Kansas  river,  and  superintend  the  furnishing  of  subsistence  by 
the  contractor  to  the  Shawnee  and  Ottoway  Indians,  now  located  at  some 
point  on  that  river,  I beg  leave  to  say  that,  should  the  department  think  pro- 
per to  assign  that  duty  to  myself,  I will  perform  it.  At  the  same  time  I 
would  request  to  be  permitted  to  delay  my  arrival  at  that  point  till  1st  of 
June. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY,  Lieut^ 
Disbursement  Jlgenty 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,,  Washington  City, 


Columbus,  Ohio,  ^pril  6,  1833. 

Honorable  Sir:  Yours  of  the  2d  instant  has  this  moment  found  me,  by 
which  I am  requested  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a check  on  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  (Cincinnati  for  8125,  drawn  by  the  cashier  of 
the  United  States’  Branch  Bank  at  Washington,  which  I hereby  do  acknow- 
ledge as  it  came  duly  to  hand  on  the  4th  instant. 

Respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

JERE.  McLENE. 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G,  S, 


New  York,  June  4,  1833. 

'Sir:  Your  communication,  bearing  date  24th  of  May  last,  has  been  re- 
ceived, and  will  be  duly  attended  to. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 
Lieutenant^  and  Disbursing  Sgent. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C*  Qp  S>i  Washington  City, 
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Assistant  Quartermaster’s  Oppioe, 

Philadelphia,  June  10,  1S3S. 

Sir:  The  one  hundred  boxes,  containing  each  four  kegs  of  powder  for  Ma- 
jor F.  W.  Armstrong,  Choctaw  agent,  Fort  Smith,  turned  to  this  department 
by  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton,  has  been  delivered  by  Messrs^.  E.  J.  Bupont 
& Co.,  on  board  the  brig  Ella,  Captain  Johnson.  I have  addressed  the  same 
to  Lieutenant  A.  Drane,  assistant  quartermaster  at  New  Orleans,  per  dupli- 
cate bill  of  lading  enclosed,  and  have  requested  him  to  forward  the  same  to 
their  destination,  when  received. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MACKAY, 
Assistant  Quartermaster, 

Per  Wm.  Harper. 

Gen.  G.  Gibson,  C,  G, 

P.  S.  Captain  Mackay  is  absent  from  the  city  to-day,  and  Mr.  BupoM 
called  to  say  he  goes  to  Washington  in  the  morning.  I have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  sign  for  Captain  Mackay,  and  forward  the  evidence  of  the  shipment 
being  made  by  the  Quartermaster’s  Department.  I hope  it  will  not  b6  thought 
improper  under  the  circumstances. 

Most  respectfully, 

WM.  HARPER. 


ShAwanoe^  Jackson  county,  Missouri,  Map  23,  1833. 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  you  a recei|)t  for  one  thousand  ahd  twenty-nine 
dollars  and  forty  cents,  being  the  draft  of  Richard  Smith,  esq.,  cashier 
Branch  of  the  United  States’  Bank,  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  the  Branch  at 
St.  Louis. 

Respectfully, 

Youfr  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  McCOY. 

To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washingtoln  City, 


Steamboat,  near  Baltimore,  June  20,  1833^ 

Sir:  Your’s  of  the  28th  of  last  month  was  not  received  until  the  17th  in- 
stant. I am  now  on  my  way  west,  and  shall  arrive,  probably,  at  Logans- 
port  by  the  last  of  June,  in  ample  time,  I fancy,  to  operate  with  Colonel 
Pepper  in  removing  the  Pottawatamies,for  whom,  if  I am  rightly  informed, 
there  is  as  yet  no  country  provided. 

Should  the  department  think  it  expedient  that  I should  be  provided  with 
funds  previous  to  going  to  Loganspori,  instructions  relative  thereto  can  reach 
me  at  Cincinnati.  I have  more  than  seven  thousand  dollars  in  the  Nashville 
Bank,  (United  States’  Branch.)  I doubt  not  that  Colonel  Pepper  fully  un- 
derstands, through  instructions  from  the  department,  the  nature  of  the  rigid 
system  of  responsibility  imposed  by  the  Government,  and  the  extent  of  his 
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<bwn  authotily,  which  some  citizen  agents  arc  apt  to  suppose  only  limited 
by  an  ill-regulated  discretion. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, ' 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 
Lieutenant^  Disbursing  Sgent> 


General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Logansport,  July  27,  1833. 

Sir:  1 have  directed  the  cashier  of  the  United  States’  Branch  Bank  at 
Nashville  to  deposite  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  six  thousand  five  hundred 
and  forty-five  dollars  and  eighty-six  cents,  and  1 have  transferred  to  Cap- 
tain Page,  disbursing  agent,  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and 
eighty-eight  cents,  making  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty -four  dol- 
lars and  seventy-four  cents,  the  amount  due  the  United  States  agreeably  to 
my  account  current.  As  soon  as  I shall  have  received  the  statement  that  the 
deposite  has  been  made  as  directed  by  me,  I will  forward  it,  with  Captain 
Pagers  receipt. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 
Lieutenant^  Disbursing  Agent. 

To  General  Geo^  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.y  Washington  City. 


Logansport,  July  27,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I did  not  arrive  at  this  place 
quite  so  early  as  I expected  to  have  done,  in  consequence  of  having  been  de- 
tained on  the  way  by  indisposition. 

On  arriving  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  I was  informed  that  General  Mar- 
shall, the  local  Indian  agent  at  this  place,  had,  a day  or  two  previous,  passed 
that  place,  and  stated  that  Colonel  Pepper  had  gone  west  on  an  exploring 
expedition,  and  the  Indians  that  had  been  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  emi- 
grating had  dispersed,  and  the  emigration  for  the  present  was  abandoned. 

Understanding  that  the  General  expected  to  beat  Indianapolis  on  a certain 
day,  I concluded  to  wait  for  him,  to  obtain  from  him,  personally,  such  in- 
formation as  he  might  possess,  and  then  to  repair  to  this  place,  and  make 
myself  acquainted  with  the  character  and  resources  of  the  country  and  the 
prospect  of  the  emigration,  and  then  to  report  to  the  department.  Previous, 
however,  to  General  Marshall’s  return,  a gentleman  arrived  at  Indianapolis 
from  this  place,  and  informed  me  that  Colonel  Sands,  assistant  agent,  was 
there,  in  charge  of  some  one  or  two  hundred  Indians  ready  to  emigrate. 
Consequently,  upon  reviewing  this  information,  I came  immediately  on  to 
Logansport. 

1 found  Colonel  Sands  here  in  charge  of  one  hundred  and  forty  Indians 
enrolled,  but  not  finally,  he  informed  me,  determined  to  emigrate.  It  ap- 
peared they  were  dissatisfied,  but,  in  reality,  affected  to  be.  They  stated 
that  Colonel  Pepper  had  made  them  various  promises  of  horses,  blankets, 
clothes,  rifles,  powder,  &c.,  none  of  which  had  they  received:  besides,  he 
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had  started  to  go  and  look  them  a country,  and  he  had  failed  in  that  too.  I 
went  to  their  camp  with  Colonel  Sands,  and  told  them  to  banish  every  idea 
of  presents — that  they  had  applied  to  go  west,  and  that  they  w’ould  be  trans- 
ported there  by  such  means  as  the  Grovernment  thought  proper,  and  be  sup- 
plied with  sufficient  provisions,  and  nothing  more. 

They  had  requested  Colonel  Sands  to  take  them  by  the  way  of  Picamink, 
their  former  residence,  in  which  he  had  partially  promised  them  they  should 
be  gratified;  but,  on  finding  it  was  seventy  miles  off  of  the  proper  route, 
and  no  road  leading  there,  nor  supplies  to  be  obtained  on  the  way,  the  idea 
was  abandoned,  and  the  result  stated  to  the  Indians,  who,  finding  that  they 
were  not  to  be  consulted,  expressed  their  readiness  and  willingness  to  emi- 
grate, and  to  be  governed  in  ail  respects  by  the  Government  agents. 

The  detachment  will  leave  camp  to-day,  pass  down  the  Wabash  to  Dan- 
ville, Decatur,  Vandalia,  Edwardsville,  and  Alton,  from  whence,  if  the  ex- 
pense will  justify  it,  by  steamboat  transportation  to  the  point  of  destination 
near  Fort  Leavenworth.  The  horses  will  go  by  land.  General  Schoonover, 
assistant  agent,  left  the  camp  yesterday  morning,  accompanied  by  one  of  my 
assistants,  an  interpreter,  and  seventy  or  eighty  mounted  Indians,  to  go  by 
way  of  Picamink  to  collect  forty  or  fifty  natives  there  ready  to  go  west,  and 
to  get  the  effects  of  the  Indians  that  have  gone  with  him,  which  they  say 
were  left  behind  them,  in  order  to  appear  as  poor  as  possible  at  this  place. 

The  General  will  join  us  at  Danville,  where  we  expect  to  muster,  finally, 
two  hundred  natives,  but  probably  more.  They  never  exceeded  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  in  place  of  six  or  seven  hundred. 

I will  here  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity,  to  state  that  I found  Colonel 
Sands  and  General  Schoonover  very  clever  men,  ready  and  anxious  to  do 
what  they  conceived  to  be  their  duty;  but  the  Colonel  and  myself  differed 
in  opinion  relative  to  his  official  station.  He  conceived  the  duty  of  super- 
intendent devolved  upon  himself,  and,  also,  the  authority  to  direct  my  dis- 
bursements. According  to  which  principle,  in  case  of  his  absence,  the  next 
assistant  agent  would  have  claimed  the  same,  and  so  on  down  to  the  inter- 
preter. 

The  difficulty  occurred  last  year,  and  with  what  result,  is  known,  I be- 
lieve, to  the  department.  ^ 

The  Colonel  and  myself  compromised  the  matter  by  my  leaving  the  im- 
mediate conduct  of  the  party  to  him. 

I shall  furnish  the  requisite  transportation  and  subsistence,  and  make  such 
disbursements  as  I think  proper. 

This  matter  will  in  due  lime  be  submitted  to  the  department.  The 
Colonel,  myself,  and  agents,  harmonize  perfectly,  and  shall  prosecute  the 
emigration  with  success. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  make  an  estimate  of  funds,  I presume,  as  I 
have  more  than  sufficient  for  the  present  emigration. 

Colonel  Pepper  constituted  a disbursing  agent  here,  and  drew  upon  him 
for  every  kind  of  disbursements  without  reference  to  the  printed  regulations. 
The  appointment  was  entirely  an  unnecessary  one.  One  of  the  agents 
could  have  performed  the  duty.  I have  paid  the  accounts,  as  they  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  nine  hundred  dollars. 

The  party  will  reach  Alton  by  the  20th  of  next  month,  and  Fort  Leaven- 
worth by  the  30th.  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY,  Lieut, 

General  George  Gibsoh,  Disbursing  Agent, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  Cit^4 
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St.  Louis,  Mo.,  August  15, 1833. 


Sir:  The  party  of  emigrating  Pottawatamies  left  Logansport  on  the  27th 
of  last  month;  but,  instead  of  being  one  hundred  and  forty  odd  strong,  it 
consists  of  but  sixty-eight  or  sixty-nine  natives.  The  others,  on  the  day  pre- 
vious to  the  above  date,  mounted  their  horses,  and  told  Colonel  Sands  that 
they  must  go  by  the  way  of  Pickamink,  their  former  residence,  to  get 
various  articles  of  property,  which  they  said  they  left  concealed  in  that 
neighborhood  in  order  to  appear  at  Logansport  as  ppor  as  possible,  with  a 
view  of  getting  presents,  and  promised  to  join  the  party  again  at  Danville. 
Had  there  been  truth  in  this  statement,  as  in  fact  there  was  not,  it  would 
have  been  obvious  that  they  had  not  seriously  intended  to  emigrate  from 
Logansport,  and  their  quitting  camp,  and  not  returning  again  agreeable  to 
promise,  was  also  proof  sufficient  that  they  had  only  deceived  and  trifled  with 
the  agents,  of  whose  of  Aear^and  kind  feelings  towards  them  they 

shrewdly  took  advantage,  as  they  will  do  of  any  citizen  agent  unaccustom- 
ed to  the  management  of  Indians,  and  unacquainted  with  their  character. 

The  party  reached  Danville  on  the  last  day  of  July,  and  remained  there 
two  days  waiting  for  General  Schoonover,  who  returned  on  the  2d  instant 
from  Pickamink,  but  without  having  been  successful  in  the  object  of  his 
visit  to  that  place,  as  not  an  Indian  could  be  induced  to  accompany  him,  nor 
would  those  that  had  left  the  party  return. 

Those  that  had  accompanied  us  that  far,  finding  the  others  remained,  wish- 
ed also  to  return,  but,  not  being  permitted  to  do  so,  their  two  principal  men 
persuaded  Colonel  Sands  that  if  they  could  return,  they  would  induce  the 
balance  to  emigrate,  and  the  Colonel,  I believe,  putting  faith  in  this  state- 
ment, promised  them  to  request  the  department  to  permit  him  to  bring  those 
two  back  with  him,  but  I difier  from  the  Colonel  in  the  expediency  and  util- 
ity of  such  a measure.  The  influence  of  those  two  men  is  no  greater  now 
than  it  was  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  party;  and,  besides,  if  they  could 
efiect  what  they  stated,  the  season  would  be  too  far  advanced.  The  truth  is, 
however,  their  only  object  is  to  get  back  to  the  treaty  that  is  to  be  held  at 
Chicago  in  September  next.  The  party  arrived  at  Alton  yesterday,  and  will 
leave  that  place  to-morrow  on  board  of  the  steamboat  Otto  for  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, where  it  will  probably  arrive  on  or  about  the  24th  instant. 

I have  thought  it  most  advisable  to  furnish  this  kind  of  transportation,  al- 
though there  may  be  no  saving  of  expense,  in  order  to  avoid  the  exposure, 
which  we  have  thus  far  encountered,  to  the' intense  heat,  terrible  annoyance 
of  flies,  and  great  scarcity  of  water  in  the  long  prairies  through  which  we 
have  passed,  and  which  increase  in  extent  sfe  we  progress  west.  The  bilious 
fever  and  cholera  prevail  in  the  towns  on  the  Missouri,  and  to  these  we 
shall  be  much  less  exposed  by  water  than  we  should  have  been  by  land 
transportation. 


I anticipate,  however,  a successful  termination  to  the  emigration,  tri- 
fling as  it  is,  though  of  sufficient  importance,  perhaps,  in  as  much  as  it  is  the 
commencement  of  the  removal  of  a large  tribe  to  warrant  the  expense,  in 
which,  since  I have  had  the  control  of  the  disbursements,  the  utmost  economy, 
under  existing  circumstances,  has  been  observed. 

The  miserable  organization  of  the  party,  and  its  management,  however, 
has  occasioned  more  expense  than  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY,  Lieut., 

General  Geo.  Gibsok,  C.  G,  S.  Disbursing  Agent. 
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N.  B.  I saw  Colonel  Pepper  a few  moments  on  the  way,  but  I did  not 
understand  from  him  what  his  plans  were  for  future  operations,  though 
Colonel  Sands  informed  me  that  he  intended  to  return  to  Logansport,  attend 
the  treaty  to  be  held  at  Chicago,  and  endeavor  to  get  up  another  emigrat- 
ing party  for  this  fall.  Not  an  Indian  will  be  induced  to  emigrate  until  he 
has  dissipated  away  whatever  means  he  may  acquire  at  that  treaty,  and  then 
it  will  be  too  late. 

Next  year,  however,  a respectable  emigration  may  be  effected,  particularly 
if  the  Government  annuities  be  paid  the  Indians  in  their  new  country,  and 
also  such  presents  as  may  be  made  them  given  to  them  there  also.  The 
idea  of  getting  these  in  their  old  country  prevents  their  emigrating. 

By  my  return  to  this  place,  sufficient  time  will  have  elapsed  to  hear  from 
the  department, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 

Lieut.  and  Disbursing  %dgent,  4’C. 


St.  Louis,  September  4,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I arrived  at  this  place  yesterday 
from  Fort  Leavenworth,  where  the  detachment  of  emigrant  Pottawatamie 
Indians  were  left  on  the  26th  of  August  last. 

I have  also  the  honor  to  ackowledge  the  receipt  of  the  departments  com- 
munication under  date  of  the  26th  of  July,  1833,  and  shall  comply  with  its 
requisition  as  early  as  possible.  At  present  I am  so  much  indisposed  as 
to  render  writing  a painful  effort.  I believe,  however,  the  department  is  in 
possession,  by  my  former  communications,  of  the  cause  that  produced  the 
delay  alluded  to. 

Five  thousand  some  one  or  two  hundred  dollars  have  been  expended  for 
the  emigration.  Although  the  quarter  is  not  expired,  yet  it  may  meet  the 
views  of  the  department  to  have  my  accounts:  they  shall  be  forwarded  as 
soon  as  I am  able  to  make  them  out,  which,  I trust,  will  not  be  later  than 
the  next  mail. 

Enclosed,  I send  you  the  acknowledgment  of  the  cashier  of  the  Nashville 
United  States’  Bank,  of  a deposite,  by  me,  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  of 
$6,545  86,  and  Captain  J.  Page,  United  States’  disbursing  agent,  &c.,  and 
receipt  for  $188  88,  making  (g6,734  74,  the  balance  of  the  Choctaw  appro- 
priation for  which  I was  accountable, 

iSlOjOOO  of  the  public  funds  in  my  possession  are  in  the  United  States’ 
Branch  Bank  at  Cincinnati,  and  the  balance  in  the  branch  at  this  place. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 

Lieut.  ^ Disbursing  ^gent, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  IVashingion  City. 


St.  Louis,  September  10,  1833. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  26th  of  July  last,  I have  the 
honor  to  state  that  I passed  through  Lawrenceburg,  but  remained  there  no 
longer  than  the  mail  was  being  assorted,  and  horses  changed. 
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In  a previous  communication  I informed  the  department  that  I had  been 
taken  sick  on  the  way,  and  compelled  to  stop  at  Cumberland  for  medical 
aid,  but  proceeded  on  again  so  soon  as  I was  able  to  ride,  and  early  in  July 
arrived  at  Cincinnati;  to  which  place  I should  not  have  gone  had  it  not  been 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  requisite  funds,  but  would  have  taken  stage  at 
Springfield  or  for  Indianapolis,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  Logansport, 
and  arrived  there  by  the  Sth  of  the  month. 

At  Cincinnati  I lost  a few  days:  the  seats  in  the  first  stage  that  left  for 
Indianapolis,  to  which  place  it  runs  tri-weekly,  were  preoccupied.  Lieu- 
tenant Simonton,  who  accompanied  me  thus  far,  and  who  I left  convales- 
cent from  an  attack  of  the  cholera,  can  attest  to  my  great  anxiety  to  get  to 
the  place  of  my  destination. 

I have  also  informed  the  department  that  it  was  stated  to  me  at  Indiana- 
polis that  Colonel  Pepper  had  gone  west  with  an  exploring  expedition,  and 
had,  for  the  present,  abandoned  the  emigration.  This  information  coming, 
as  it  was  represented  to  me,  from  General  Marshall,  Indian  agent  at  Lo- 
gansport, induced  me  to  believe  it  correct,  and  to  wait  the  return  of  that 
gentleman,  in  order  to  communicate  with  him  personally  relative  to  the 
emigration. 

The  moment,  however,  I heard  that  Colonel  Sands  ^was  at  Logansport  in 
charge  of  a party  of  emigrants,  I immediately  procured  conveyance,  and  re- 
paired to  that  place.  I have  now  explained  the  circumstances  that  delayed 
my  arrival  at  Logansport,  and  trust,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  department. 

In  reference  to  the  remark  contained  in  my  communication  of  the  20th 
of  June  last,  and  to  which  my  attention  has  been  directed,  I have  the  honor 
to  state  that  I do  not  precisely  recollect  the  object  then  had  in  view,  though, 
I presume,  to  elicit  information.  Certain  I am,  however,  that  it  was  not  for 
the  purpose,  as  the  department  supposes,  of  intimating  that  there  existed  the 
less  necessity  for  my  proceeding  with  all  possible  despatch  to  accomplish 
the  object  of  my  instructions;  nor  did  I cease  to  feel  the  utmost  anxiety 
to  do  so,  except  a short  time  at  Indianapolis,  and  then  in  consequence  of 
the  information  that  I then  received,  by  which  I was  deceived. 

When  I received  the  appointment  of  disbursing  agent,  it  was  enjoined  upon 
me  to  communicate  to  the  department  upon  any  subject  that  I might  sup- 
pose would  be  acceptable,  and  hence,  if  ever  I have  made  an  allusion  or  a 
suggestion  touching  any  matter  not  within  the  strict  line  of  my  duty,  it  was 
but  in  a spirit  of  compliance  with  that  requisition.^ 

The  following  facts,  obtained  from  Colonel  Sands  and  General  Schoonover, 
are  herewith  respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  department, 
and  will  show  from  what  cause  it  resulted  that  sixty-eight  Indians  emigrated 
in  place  of  six  or  seven  hundred. 

Early  in  the  season,  Colonel  Pepper  met  a portion  of  the  Pottawatamie 
tribe,  and  took  a list  of  two  hundred  and  fifty- six,  embracing  the  heads  of 
families,  and  the  number  of  each,  without  reference  to  age  or  sex;  and  ap- 
pointed a day,  the  4th  of  July,  for  them  to  assemble  at  Logansport  to  be 
properly  enrolled,  and  to  emigrate.  Accordingly,  at  the  time  appointed 
three  hundred  and  fifty  natives  assembled;  of  these  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  were  enrolled — one  band  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  I think 
General  Schoonover  told  me  it  was.  Web-a-nimis  said  that, from  what  Colonel 
Pepper  had  promised  them,  they  each  expected  to  receive  a horse,  rifle,  and 
blanket;  and,  on  being  told  they  would  not  get  such  presents,  refused  to 
emigrate,  and  went  off.  One  family,  fifty  in  number,  told  Colonel  Sands 
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they  did  not  wish  to  enrol  the  second  time;  they  were  apprehensive  some 
advantage  might  be  taken  of  them.  Colonel  Sands  told  them  that,  unless 
they  enrolled,  they  could  have  no  provision,  and  were  not  wanted  there. 
They  took  him  at  his  word  and  went  off,  and,  though  sent  for,  would  not 
return.  Those  who  had  been  enrolled  were  in  camp  when  I arrived,  but 
were  not  then,  Colonel  Sands  informed  me,  positively  determined  to 
emigrate  or  not,  and  he  requested  me  to  have  a talk  with  them.  I did  so, 
and  told  them  what  amount  of  transportation  and  provision  I had  been  in- 
structed to  furnish  for  them,  and  that  they  were  to  receive  nothing  more. 
They  counselled  among  themselves,  and  expressed  their  willingness  to  go 
west:  one  or  two  were  subsequently  enrolled,  making  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  of  which  number  eighty  found  an  excuse  for  getting  away  from  the 
party,  and  then  refused  to  emigrate;  so  that,  finally,  but  sixty-eight  Indians 
went  to  their  new  country  west.  But  this  little  detachment  was  conducted 
with  as  much  expedition  and  success,  I believe,  as  any  that  has  gone  west. 

From  all  the  circumstances  that  came  under  my  observation,  I was  per- 
suaded that  the  natives  were  disinclined  to  emigrate,  and  that  reluctance,  I 
was  equally  persuaded,  resulted  from  the  influence  exerted  over  them  by 
the  agents  of  traders  and  others  whose  interest  it  is  that  the  Indians  should 
remain  where  they  are  so  long  as  they  receive  annuities,  and  have  the 
means  of  enriching  them.  I have  written  to  Colonel  Pepper  to  know 
whether  he  contemplates  any  further  operation  this  fall;  and  forwarded  to 
him,  by  his  request,  estimates  of  what  it  will  probably  cost  per  head  to  emi- 
grate the  Pottawatamies  by  three  different  routes,  the  Ohio,  Illinois,  and 
that  lately  travelled  by  Danville  and  Alton.  The  Illinois  is,  I believe,  to 
be  the  least  expensive. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 

Disbursing  JigenL 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  (S.,  Washington  Citijo 


August  3,  1833. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours,  enclosing  a certificate  for  signature,  &c.  was  received 
last  night:  as  soon  as  I can  see  Mr.  Jones  will  have  it  signed,  and  returned 
to  you  as  you  direct. 

I should  have  replied  to  you,  but  for  the  fact  of  Major  Norwood's  going 
by  Jones,  and  attending  to  the  matter:  I had  presumed  all  settled  ere  this. 
I look  for  Jones  here  to-morrow. 

Yours  respectfully, 

CH.  H.  ABERT, 

Mr.  Thomas  McGee, 


Marengo  County,  Alabama,  Sept,  30,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  of  June,  in  relation  to  J.  B.  Jones’s  account 
for  wagon  hire,  was  received  in  due  time,  and  I immediately  sent  the  docu- 
ment you  enclosed  to  me  to  Mr.  Abert,  of  Columbus,  Mississippi,  as  you 
will  see  by  his  letter  herewith. 
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I have  been  looking  for  Mr.  Jones’s  certificate  for  two  months,  but  it  has 
not  arrived,  and  I have  determined  to  go  to  Mr.  Jones  (one  hundred  and 
ten  miles)  for  it. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  McGEE. 


General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G»  fVashington  City. 


Jefferson  Barracks,  October  1,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I have  the  honor  to  forward  to  your  department  an  account 
current  for  the  third  quarter  1833;  three  abstracts,  one  of  purchase  of 
provisions,  one  of  transportation,  and  one  of  contingencies  with  the  requi- 
site vouchers;  also  a return  of  provisions,  and  abstract  of  issues,  and  one  of 
forage,  together  with  a certificate  of  Colonel  Sands,  assistant  agent,  relative 
to  the  disposition  of  articles  purchased  by  C.  Carter,  issuing  commissary, 
and  a return  of  property.  Colonel  Pepper  purchased  a horse  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  and  after  the  failure  of  that  sent  the  animal  back  to 
JLogansport,  where  I found  it  a charge  to  the  United  States  for  its  keeping; 
and,  requiring  a horse  for  the  emigration,  I appropriated  the  one  in  question 
to  that  purpose.  Colonel  Pepper  has  since  required  me  to  pay  him  fifty 
dollars  for  the  said  horse,  which,  of  course,  I declined  doing,  and  referred 
him  to  the  department. 

The  vouchers  signed  by  C.  Carter  were  taken  by  him  for  articles  pur- 
chased and  paid  by  me:  as  he  had  no  funds,  the  purchases  were  disposed  of 
as  stated  by  Colonel  Sands  in  his  certificate. 

I have  remained  at  St.  Louis  thus  long  that  the  department  might  know 
where  to  address  me  in  case  it  should  wish  to  send  me  instructions,  as  none 
have  been  received : however,  I presume,  it  is  not  contemplated  to  emigrate 
any  more  of  the  Pottawatamies  this  season.  I wrote  to  Colonel  Pepper 
some  time  since  on  that  subject,  but  hear  nothing  from  him. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 
Lieutenant^  Disbursing  Jigent,  <^c. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  <8.,  Washington  City. 


Jefferson  Barracks,  Nov.  4,  1833. 

Sir:  Having  remained  at  St.  Louis  and  this  place  until  the  present  time, 
that  the  department  might  know  where  to  address  me,  and  having  received  no 
instructions,  I shall  leave  by  the  first  boat  for  Washington  City. 

Colonel  Pepper  has  informed  me  that  no  further  operations  are  contem- 
plated this  fall. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 
Lieutenant^  Disbursing  Jlgent  Indian  removal. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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Columbus,  Tenn.,  Nov.  30,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  find  an  account  receipted  for  forty-four  days^ 
service  in  the  Cherokee  nation.  I received  a check  on  the  Branch  Bank  at 
Nashville  for  the  amount  of  twenty-eight  days’  pay  up  to  the  6th  September. 
Please  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  receipt,  and  forward  the  amount  to  Judge 
White,  who  will  forward  the  same  to  me.  I intend  you  shall  hear,  from  me 
about  the  20th  of  December.  The  delegation  of  the  Cherokees  will  start 
to  the  city,  and  I will  give  at  the  time  all  the  information  I can  collect. 
The  principal  men  in  the  Cherokee  nation  appear  to  be  on  a stand,  not 
knowing  what  course  to  take  at  this  time,  and  they  are  doing  all  they  can 
to  prevent  the  enrolling  business,  notwithstanding  they  keep  coming  into 
the  agency  tolerably  fast. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  McCONNEL. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington  City,  December  14,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  submit  a journal  of  the  late  Potta- 
watamie  emigration. 

As  the  correspondence  of  Colonel  Sands  with  the  department,  and  Gene- 
ral Schoonover’s  journal,  give  a history  of  that  emigration  of  a different 
character  from  that  I received  from  those  gentleman  on  my  arrival  at  Lo- 
gansport,  and  what  subsequently  passed  under  my  ovvn  observation,  exhibit- 
ing, too,  as  I believe,  a disposition  to  prejudice  my  official  conduct  in  the 
estimation  of  the  department,  I respectfully  request  you  to  examine  the 
statements  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  compare  them  with  the  facts  of 
the  case. 

Though  relieved  from  duty  in  your  department,  I am  not  the  less  anxious 
that  you  should  understand  fully  the  manner  in  which  the  duty  assigned 
me  was  performed,  in  the  execution  of  which,  to  promote  the  public  interest, 
and  to  merit  approbation,  my  best  efibrts  were  exerted. 

The  10th  of  June  last  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  emigrants  to  assem- 
ble, but  they  did  not  commence  to  do  so  until  the  4th  of  July,  in  conse- 
quence, as  General  Schoonover  states  in  his  journal,  of  high  waters,  &c. 
Colonel  Sands  writes  they  had  not  assembled  on  the  2d  of  July,  and  yet,  on 
the  16th,  he  writes  again  the  Indians  had  been  waiting  for  the  disbursing 
agent  since  the  10th  of  June.  It  is  abundantly  evident,  however,  that  that 
could  not  have  been  the  case  previous  to  the  4th  July. 

These  gentlemen  also  state  that  two  hundred  of  the  original  enrolled  In- 
dians had  left  camp  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  disbursing  agent. 

Now,  their  own  roll  exhibits  but  one  hundred  and  forty  or  one  hundred 
and  forty.five  actually  enrolled,  nor  could  more  than  one  hundred  of  them, 
in  addition  to  those  in  camp,  have  been  on  the  list  taken  by  Col.  Pepper,  for 
that  embraced  but  two  hundred  and  fifty-six:  therefore,  those  two  hundred 
Indians  were  not  enrolled,  and  the  fact  they  were  not  is  certainly  not  ac- 
counted for  by  the  absence  of  the  disbursing  agent. 

That  fact,  and  the  circumstance  of  their  leaving  camp,  those  gentlemen 
informed  me  was  the  result  of  their  disappointment  at  not  receiving  the  pre- 
sents they  expected  to  get,  and  which,  they  said,  Col.  Pepper  had  promised 
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them;  also,  their  being  refused  provisions  unless  they  did  enrol.  They 
found  it  necessary,  Gen.  Schoonover  states,  to  enlarge  the  ration.  That 
such  was  the  case  when  those  Indians  had  an  unusual  number  of  children,  as 
he  himself  states,  and  hunting,  too,  daily,  and  procuring  more  or  less  game,  is 
singular  enough.  Notwithstanding  they  were  subsequently  deprived  of  the 
latter  resource,  yet  I found  the  ration  amply  sufficient,  indeed  more  than  was 
absolutely  required:  for  some  one  or  two  days  they  did  not  receive  their 
ration. 

That  Indians  sumptuously  feasting  on  the  public  bounty,  and  daily  indulg- 
ing in  their  favorite  sport,  should  become  impatient  of  one  week^s  delay,  and 
voluntarily  sacrifice  their  ease  and  comfort  for  hunger  and  want,  is  some- 
thing new  in  Indian  history. 

The  quantity  of  provisions  expended  up  to  the  28th  of  July,  the  period  at 
which  I commenced  to  issue  rations,  was  forty-one  barrels  of  flour,  six  bush- 
els of  meal,  five  of  salt,  and  three  thousand  and  thirty-six  of  bacon.  The 
quantity  that  the  one  hundred  and  forty-five  enrolled  should  have  consumed 
from  the  4th  to  the  28th  July,  inclusive,is  seventeen  barrels  of  flour,  two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  twenty-four  pounds  of  bacon,  and  four  bushels  of  salt,, 
though  this  item  is  seldom  required. 

That  eighty  of  the  enrolled  Indians  left  camp  after  the  arrival  of  the  dis- 
bursing agent,  whose  absence  was  no  longer  an  assignable  cause,  and  subse- 
quently refused  to  emigrate,  obtains  but  a bare  statement  of  the  fact,  while 
the  circumstance  of  the  two  hundred  leaving  is  assigned  to  the  wrong  cause, 
and  dwelt  upon  with  peculiar  stress. 

Notwithstanding  the  several  causes  which  they  acknowledged  to  have  ope- 
rated against  the  success  of  the  emigration,  such  as  the  desire  of  the  Indians 
to  get  their  annuities,  to  attend  the  treaty  to  be  held  at  Chicago  in  Septem- 
ber, and  to  sell  the  land  in  which  they  were  interested  previous  to  emigrat- 
ing, and,  finally,  the  influence  exerted  over  them  by  traders  and  their  agents 
opposed  to  the  success  of  the  emigration;  yet  their  failure  to  realize  the 
expectations  of  the  department  is  thought  to  be  attributed  entirely  to  the 
absence  of  the  disbursing  agent. 

My  arrival  at  Logansport  was  but  two  weeks  later  than  it  would  have 
been  had  nothing  occurred  to  delay  me  on  the  way.  During  that  time  I 
was  detained  at  Cumberland  by  sickness,  and  at  Indianapolis  in  consequence 
of  learning  on  my  arrival  there  that  the  emigrants  had  been  dispersed,  and 
the  special  agent  with  whom  I was  directed  to  communicate  had  gone  with 
an  exploring  expedition;  and  supposing  he  had  consequently  abandoned  the 
emigration  west  for  a time,  I concluded  to  wait  the  return  of  Gen.  Marshall, 
United  States’  Indian  agent,  who  was  expected  on  a certain  day,  to  obtain 
from  him  correct  information  in  relation  to  emigration,  and  then  report  to 
the  department.  If  I erred  in  that  particular,  it  was  with  a view  of  serving 
the  public  interest. 

So  soon,  however,  as  I learned  that  Col.  Sands  was  at  Logansport  in 
charge  of  the  Indians,  I hastened  to  that  place. 

In  all  of  the  communications  of  that  gentleman  with  the  department  pre- 
vious to  my  joining  him,  he  intimates  that  he  expected  me  to  supersede  him 
in  charge  of  the  emigration,  yet,  on  my  arrival,  he  objected  to  my  doing  so. 
The  history  of  that  matter,  and  how  it  was  arranged,  is  detailed  in  my  jour- 
nal. Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY. 
Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.,  U.  S,  S.  * 
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Columbus,  Miss.  , Ded.  2,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I send  you  John  B.  Jones’s  acknowledgment  of  Mr.  Abert’s 
authority  to  receive  the  amount  I paid  him  on  the  14th  December,  1831,  for 
wagon  hire.  As  an  apology  for  the  detention  of  this  document,  I beg  leave 
to  say  that  I had  expected  Mr.  Abert  to  get  it,  and  to  send  it  to  me,  and  that 
his  health  had  been  so  bad  for  the  last  year  that  he  could  not  attend  to  busi- 
ness of  any  kind. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  McGEE. 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


9 

Fort  Mitchell,  Creek  Nation,  Alabama, 

November  14,  1831. 

Sir:  In  the  event  of  a vacancy,  I will  thank  you  to  consider  me  an  appli- 
cant for  the  appointment  of  assistant  quartermaster. 

The  late  order,  I believe,  says  that  there  shall  not  be  more  than  one  cap- 
tain and  two  subalterns  from  each  regiment. 

From  what  I can  learn,  it  appears  to  be  the  object  of  the  Government, 
when  Indians  are  to  be  removed,  to  detail  an  officer  of  the  United  States^ 
army  to  perform  that  duty,  instead  of  giving  it  to  citizens,  as  has  been  the 
custom  heretofore.  I have  no  doubt  there  will  be  thousands  of  dollars  saved 
to  the  Government  by  adopting  this  plan.  It  has  been  my  lot  to  be  station- 
ed among  the  Choctaws,  Creek,  and  Seminole  nations  of  Indians  for  the 
most  part  of  twelve  years.  I am  tolerably  well  versed  in  some  of  their  lan- 
guages, and  well  acquainted  with  the  Indian  character,  which  is  a very  im- 
portant point  when  business  is  to  be  transacted  with  them. 

If  the  services  of  an  officer  are  required  for  that  purpose,  I should  like  to 
be  detailed,  believing  I could  remove  them  with  as  great  facility  as  any  per- 
son; and  I presume  there  are  but  few  officers,  save  myself,  that  would  solicit 
an  appointment  of  this  kind. 

It  appears  to  be  the  object  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  remove 
all  the  Indians  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi.  There  were  a number  of  the 
Creeks,  say  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thousand,  that  consented  to  go  last  year; 
but  the  President  did  not  see  fit  to  remove  them  unless  the  whole  consented 
to  go.  His  object  might  have  been  to  save  expense  in  removing  them  at 
two  different  times;  but  the  difference  of  expense  in  making  two  expeditions 
ought  not  to  be  but  very  trifling  with  the  proper  arrangements.  If  fifteen 
hundred  or  two  thousand  consented  to  go,  there  would  only  be  transporta- 
tion and  rations  required  for  that  number:  if  six  thousand  went,  every  thing 
in  proportion  would  be  required.  I do  not  think  the  Creeks  can  be  got  off 
in  one  body;  but,  if  a certain  number  should  consent  to  go,  it  will  separate 
friends  and  families;  and  the  balance,  1 have  no  doubt,  would  consent  to  go, 
as  the  laws  of  Georgia  are  extended  over  them,  and  the  white  inhabitants 
getting  more  numerous  among  them.  They  feel  themselves  more  oppressed 
every  day,  and  will  be  convinced  it  is  to  their  interest  to  remove.  Should 
the  Creeks  go,  it  will  be  the  first  step  in  getting  the  Seminoles  to  remove. 
Having  lived  among  them  for  the  last  seven  years,  and  constantly  issued 
rations  to  them,  and  performed  the  duty  of  sub«agent  some  part  of  the 
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^ime,  I have  gained  their  confidence,  and  know  I have  greater  influence 
over  them  than  any  other  person.  This  statement,  however,  was  made 
to  the  President  last  winter  by  the  Hon.  J.  M.  White,  delegate  from  the 
Territory  of  Florida. 

The  Seminoles  have  always  been  impressed  with  a belief  that,  if  the 
Creeks  were  removed  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  they  would  have  gone 
also. 

If  the  services  of  an  officer  are  required  in  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws 
and  Chickasaws,  I should  like  to  have  my  application  considered.  1 have 
been  doing  duty  in  the  Quartermaster’s  Department  for  eight  years.  My 
mode  of  doing  duty  as  disbursing  officer,  you  are  acquainted  with. 

I have  never  been  absent  from  my  regiment  on  post  only  about  five 
months  in  fourteen  years,  and  a change  of  almost  any  kind  will  be  agreeable 
to  me.  I have  addressed  you  on  the  subject  of  the  Indians,  (though  it  may 
not  come  exactly  under  your  jurisdiction,)  with  a hope  you  will  promote 
my  views  as  far  as  practicable. 

With  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PAGE, 

Captain  Ath  U,  S.  Infantry, 

Major  General  Tho.  S.  Jesup, 

Quarterinasier  General  U.  S.  Washington, 


Fort  Mitchell,  Creek  Agency,  Ala.,  July  26,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  acceptance  as  disbursing  offi- 
cer in  removing  the  Choctaw  Indians. 

Agreeable  to  instructions,  I will  report  to  the  Choctaw  Agency,  east  of 
the  Mississippi,  as  soon  as  possible.^ 

I should  have  been  more  prompt  in  answering  your  communications,  but 
I was  absent  in  the  Creek  nation  removing  intruders  when  your  communi- 
cation reached  here. 

With  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PAGE, 
Captain  4ih  Infantry. 

Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

Com.  Gen.  U.  S.  Washington. 


Choctaw  Agency,  Mississippi,  September  3,  1832. 

Sir:  I arrived  here  the  15th  of  last  month,  and,  from  the  letter  of  my  ap- 
pointment, 1 expected  to  have  received  some  further  instructions. 

My  letter  of  acceptance  I presume  you  have  received.  I discover  in 
the  post  office  at  this  place  there  are  blanks  so  directed  to  the  other  dis- 
bursing officer,  but  none  have  been  furnished  me.  As  I shall  probably  have 
use  for  them  by  the  5th  of  next  month,  I have  thought  proper  to  report  the 
circumstances,  thinking  there  might  have  been  some  mistake. 

Capt.  Colquhoun  was  ordered  to  turn  over  the  two  public  horses  to  the  first 
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disbursing  officer  that  arrived.  I have  not  yet  receipted  for  them.  I have 
no  use  for  them.  I will  thank  you  to  tell  me  what  disposition  I shall  make 
of  them,  as  they  will  have  to  be  kept  at  the  expense  of  Government  after  I 
receipt  for  them. 

With  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PAGE, 

Captain  Ath  Infantry^  Disbursing  officer. 
Brigadier  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  N.,  U.  S.  «/5.,  Washington. 


Charlottesville,  Va.,  September  21,  1832. 

Sir:  I regret  to  inform  you  that  I have  been  detained  at  this  place  since 
the  evening  of  the  17th  instant  by  a bilious  fever,  which,  although  not  very 
violent,  has  left  me  very  debilitated.  I design  resuming  my  journey  to- 
morrow, and  shall  proceed  on  with  as  much  expedition  as  my  health  will  per- 
mit. I fear  that,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  to  which  I have  been  assigned^ 
my  health  will  not  prove  adequate  to  its  fulfilment, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Lieutenant  7 th  Infantry. 

General  George  Gibson, 

0.  G,  S.p  Washington  City. 


Choctaw  Agency,  Mi.,  Sept.  10,  1832. 

Sir;  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  an  estimate  of  funds  for  the 
removal  of  two  thousand  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  via  Memphis. 

With  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PAGE, 

Capt.  4ih  Infantry^  Disbursing  officer. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 

N.  B.  I have  this  moment  received  the  blanks  and  blank  books  forward- 
ed by  mail. 

J.  PAGE,  Capt.  4ih  Infantry. 


Memphis,  October  31,  1832. 

Sir;  The  party  of  Choctaw  Indians  emigrating  to  the  west,  consisting 
of  about  1,000  in  number,  reached  here  yesterday.  Most  of  the  wagons 
and  Indian  horses  have  been  crossed  to-day,  and  about  four  hundred  of  the 
party,  (the  precise  number  I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,)  as  a greater  por- 
tion of  the  detachment  will  leave  here  to-morrow  in  the  steamboat  Reindeer, 
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for  Rock  Row,  on  the  White  river.  The  public  teamsters  to  this  place  have 
been  paid  off.  As  eight  or  ten  wagons  belonging  the  Indians  will  be  employ- 
ed to  transport  just  sufficient  provisions  for  themselves,  and  forage  for  their 
horses,  as  will  suffice  to  go  through  the  swamp,  to  avoid  unnecessary 
expense,  these  teams  will  transport  the  provisions  and  forage,  by  furnishing 
to  the  wagon-horses  as  much  of  the  latter  as  is  authorized  by  the  regula- 
tions. 

There  is  great  alarm  here  of  the  cholera;  and  the  Indians  themselves 
have  evinced  great  apprehension  of  being  attacked.  I am  almost  certain  it 
will  get  among  them,  and,  if  it  does,  I dread  to  think  of  the  destruction  of 
human  life  which  must  inevitably  be  the  consequence  of  its  appearance 
among  the  Choctaws. 

Colonel  Armstrong  has  made  several  attempts  to  procure  a physician  to 
accompany  the  Indians,  but  has  not  yet  succeeded.  Our  exertions  to  leave 
the  place  in  the  present  excitement  of  the  disease  will  prevent  me  from 
rendering  the  necessary  papers  for  this  month  until  1 can  get  to  a place  of 
greater  security. 

The  Mississippi  swamp  is  no  doubt  in  a very  bad  state  for  travelling,  as  it 
has  been  raining  hard  here  for  the  last  twenty -four  hours.  The  party  to 
which  Captain  Page  and  Colonel  Rector  are  attached,  (consisting  of  about 
1,000,)  will  reach  here  to-morrow.  The  Indians  of  our  party  generally  are 
in  very  good  health. 

-I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Disbursing  officer  Choctaw  Indians. 

General  George  Gibson, 

Washington  City. 


Memphis,  November  3,  1S32. 

Sir:  I have  never  had  it  in  my  power  to  make  reports  to  you,  as  are  re- 
quired by  the  regulations.  My  time  has  been  occupied  night  and  day  pro- 
viding for  the  emigration. 

I have  had  nearly  all  the  purchases  to  make  for  both  parties,  and  attended 
to  all  the  issues  myself.  I have  used  all  the  economy  that  I could:  they  not 
being  subsisted  by  contract,  it  made  my  duties  very  arduous,  but  I think  I 
have  saved  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  Government  by  'making  the  purchases 
and  issuing  myself. 

I have  this  day  been  paying  off  all  my  laborers,  and  discharging  them. 

So  soon  as  it  is  possible,  I will  render  my  accounts,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
I would  like  to  get  an  order  to  repair  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  clos- 
ing my  accounts,  and  make  such  explanations  as  will  be  advantageous  to 
the  Government  in  removing  Indians  hereafter. 

With  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  .PAGE, 

Captain^  and  Disbursing  officer. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  S.  S., 

Washington. 


C 512  ] 


78S 


Camp  at  Washington,  Arkansas,  Bee.  2,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I arrived  here  this  evening  with  a 
body  of  emigrating  Choctaws,  consisting  of  690  Indians,  headed  by  the  Chief, 
Folsom.  The  Indians  are  all  in  good  health,  and  finer  spirits  than  any  In- 
dians travelling,  I ever  saw. 

This,  I suppose,  may  be  attributed  to  our  having  delightful  weather  ever 
since  we  left  Little  Rock.  Although  we  have  been  visited  by  the  cholera, 
and  had  it  among  this  detachment  when  I left  Rock  Row,  we  have  only 
lost  seven  persons  by  death  to  this  place — five  children  and  two  old  Indians. 
I expect  to  reach  the  place  of  destination  on  Little  river  in  seven  days. 

The  party  conducted  by  Captain  Cross  left  here  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

U.  S,  t/?.,  conducting  Choctaws. 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.^ 

Washington  City. 


St.  Louis,  December  13,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  27lh  of  November  was  handed  me  last  even- 
ing, by  General  Wm.  Clark,  superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  at  this  place. 

When  I entered  upon  the  disbursing  duties  of  the  Indian  emigration,  I re- 
ceived five  thousand  dollars  from  General  Clark,  and  at  the  same  time  gave 
a check  to  draw  the  money  from  bank  in  case  a deposite  should  be  made  to 
my  credit,  which  I was  informed  by  Lieutenant  Lane  had  been  applied  for 
by  Colonel  Abert. 

The  five  thousand  dollars  has  been  found  insufficient  to  defray  all  the  ex- 
penses of  the  emigration,  and,  on  my  return  to  this  place,  I applied  to  Gene- 
ral Clarkfor  funds,  or  his  assistance  in  raising  a sufficiency  to  pay  the  agents, 
conductors,  &c.,  &c.,  who  had  returned  thus  far  without  their  pay.  He 
has  furnished  me  with  two  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  five  thousand 
I received  in  the  first  instance,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  re- 
quisitions on  me  connected  with  the  emigration. 

I have  heard  of  two  public  horses  being  advertised,  which  were  lost  on 
the  road  about  fifty  miles  from  St.  Charles,  or  seventy  from  here.  I have 
ascertained  that  a Mr.  Taylor,  a merchant,  postmaster,  &c.,  resident  in  the 
vicinity,  is  a responsible  person,  to  whom  1 have  just  written  to  sell  the 
two  horses,  pay  charges,  and  send  me  the  bills  of  sale,  receipts  for  expenses, 
and  his  own  commission,  (taking  care  that  they  do  not  exceed  the  amount 
received,)  with  the  net  proceeds  of  the  salej  which,  when  received,  I will 
account  for  to  the  Governmeat. 

With  great  respect, 

Sir,  I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Z.  C.  PALMER, 

Capt.  Qth  Infantry^  Disbursing  Sgent  for  emigrating  Indians. 
Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  N., 

Washington^  D.  C. 
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Little  Rockj  A.  December  22,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  party  (Folsom^s)  of  emigrating 
Choctaws,  which  I conducted  to  their  new  country  west,  reached  their 
place  of  destination,  the  Mountain  Fork  of  Little  river,  on  the  9th  of  De- 
cember. 

The  Indians  generally  were  in  good  health,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the 
measles,  which  broke  out  among  the  children  the  day  after  their  arrival,  no 
disease  prevailed  among  them.  The  attending  physician  having  advised  them 
of  the  treatment  to  be  observed,  and  the  weather  since  having  been  favorable, 
they  have  but  little  danger  to  apprehend  from  it. 

Not  a single  case  of  cholera^^  appeared  in  camp  after  the  24th  of 
November, 

I am  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  we  were  not  detained  a single  mo- 
ment after  leaving  Little  Rock  to  the  end  of  the  journey,  and  that  we  reach- 
ed the  Mountain  Fork  in  eighteen  days  from  the  former  place,  and  twenty- 
five  from  Rock  Row. 

Agreeably  to  instructions  received  from  Colonel  William  Armstrong,  who 
has  just  left  here  for  Fort  Smith,  I shall  leave  here  to-morrow  for  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  to  settle  with  the  other  disbursing  officers  my  public  accounts. 
As  soon  as  they  shall  have  been  prep?|red  and  signed,  as  the  regulations  of 
the  department  require,  I shall  transmit  them  immediately  to  Washington. 

I acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a letter  from  the  department,  Emigration 
of  Indians/’  of  the  27th  of  October  last,  accompanied  by  an  extract  of  a let- 
ter from  the  same  source  to  Lieutenant  William  Montgomery,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  mode  of  supplying  the  agents  with  their  actual  transportation  and 
subsistence,  and  the  time  of  commencing  the  allowance  for  the  same. 

Enclosed,  herewith,  is  a transcript  of  my  journal  of  the  emigration  of  the 
party  from  the  time  of  their  leaving  Rock  Row  to  the  end  of  the  journey. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  PHILLIPS,  U.  S,  Army,, 
Disb^g  Agent  Ch,  removal. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Nashville,  January  14,  1833. 

Sir:  In  my  communication  from  Little'  Rock,  A.  T.,  I informed  the 
department  that  1 was  then  on  my  way  to  this  place,  in  compliance  with 
instructions  received  from  Colonel  Armstrong,  to  settle  my  public  accounts. 

He  has  not  arrived  from  Arkansas,  and  it  is  probable  he  will  not  reach 
here  before  the  last  of  the  month.  Consequently,  the  transmission  of  my 
public  accounts  is  unavoidably  deferred. 

Major  Armstrong  has  just  informed  me  that  there  is  no  further  business, 
at  present  for  the  officers  of  the  army  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  Indian 
emigration  the  last  season. 

As  I suppose  some  place  will  be  designated  for  us  to  remain  at  until  we 
are  again  required  for  active  service  in  the  emigration,  I shall  be  gratified 
if  it  will  be  agreeable  to  the  department  that  I may  be  permitted  to  repair 
to  Washington  city  to  await  further  orders. 
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My  object  in  making  this  request  is  to  enable  me  to  attend  to  some  pri- 
vate business  at  the  north,  which  I was  prevented  from  doing  when  relieved 
from  the  recruiting  service  by  being  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment. This  is  a matter  of  importance  to  me,  and  I presume  that  the 
place  selected  will  not  be  farther  from  the  scene  of  my  future  duties  than 
Nashville. 

If  the  Creek  Indians  should  emigrate  to  the  west  the  ensuing  fall,  and  I 
am  continued  in  the  service  in  which  I am  now  engaged,  I shall  be  gratified 
to  be  assigned  to  duty  in  the  removal  of  that  tribe. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respecifully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  PHILLIPS,  U.  S.  Jirmy,, 

Bish^ g Jigent  Ch.  removaL 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  December  28,  1831. 

Sir:  I learn  that  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson  desires  to  be  relieved  from 
his  duties  as  issuing  commissary  to  the  Indians  on  Red  river:  if  so,  I should 
be  extremely  obliged  if  you  will  give  me  the  situation,  if  possible. 

By  being  on  that  river  I can  be,  in  my  opinion,  thousands  of  dollars  ad- 
vantage to  the  Government;  not  that  I offer  this  remark  in  recommendation 
at  all,  or  as  a reflection  on  any  person.  My  recommendation  is  the  manner 
in  which  I have  performed  my  duties  heretofore.  Should  you  not  be  able 
to  give  me  the  situation  on  Red  river,  which  I shall  be  very  happy  to  ob- 
tain since  Lieutenant  Stephenson  has  applied  to  be  relieved,  the  first  va- 
cancy that  may  occur  in  your  department  will  be  acceptable. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  NEWELL, 

First  Lieut,  7th  Infantry. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G.  Washington,  D.  C, 


Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  Jiugust  3,  1832. 

Sir:  Upon  the  reception  of  yours  of  May  the  7th,  I immediately  applied  to 
Gasper  Gates  and  J.  and  J.  Lane,  of  Mississippi,  for  powers  of  attorney  for 
their  agents;  but  as  they  have  not  yet  arrived,  I deem  it  my  duty  to  give 
you  a certificate  that  the  persons  who  signed  the  receipts  were  their  agents, 
and  actually  in  their  employment;  and  should  the  powers  of  attorney  arrive 
I will  forward  them  on. 

The  vouchers  returned  have  been  properly  adjusted  with  Wright  and 
Ragsdale,  and  I am  daily  expecting  an  answer  from  Captain  Colquhoun,  ac- 
knowledging the  reception  of  “a  final  adjustment,’^  satisfactorily  vouched,  &c. 
Enclosed  is  a certificate  relative  to  the  accounts  not  yet  settled;  also,  an  ori- 
ginal contract  between  Thomas  McGee,  one  of  the  late  assistant  agents,  and 
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the  contractors,  Wright  and  Ragsdale,  that  was  left  in  my  possession  by 
these  gentlemen.  In  a settlement  with  Colonel  George  S.  Gaines,  I furnish- 
ed him  complete  returns  of  forage  and  provision  that  were  issued  to  the 
emigrants  under  my  charge;  and,  no  doubt,  they  will  be  forwarded  to  you 
shortly.  There  are  no  other  papers  in  my  hands  that  would  benefit  you 
any,  or  I would  send  them. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

NATHL.  NORWOOD. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  (S'.,  IVashiiigton  City. 


Jefferson  Barracks,  January  8,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  enclose  my  account  and  vouchers  for 
disbursements  made  with  the  Shawnee  and  Oitaway  Indians  during  their 
emigration  between  the  Mississippi  river  and  their  lands  near  the  Kansas 
river,  west  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

You  will  at  once  discover  that  they  are  altogether  informal,  and,  to  ex- 
plain the  cause,  it  may  be  well  to  state  that  they  are  exhibited  as  it  appear- 
ed to  me  my  predecessor  had  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  his  business. 

On  the  3d  November,  I received  an  order  from  General  Atkinson,  com- 
manding at  this  post,  to  proceed  by  way  of  St.  Charles,  to  overtake  and 
report  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Abert,  &c.  I started  immediately  for  St. 
Louis,  and,  after  procuring  someVticles  indispensible  for  the  service,  I rode 
four  miles  into  the  country,  (the  cholera  was  raging  in  St.  Louis,)  and  put 
up  for  the  night.  I was  soon  overtaken  by  Lieutenant  Lane,  direct  from 
Colonel  Abert,  who  told  me  the  emigration  were  destitute  of  funds,  and 
that  it  was  important  J should  procure  money  before  I left  St  Louis.  The 
next  day,  (Sunday,)  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Lane,  who  had  letters 
from  Colonel  Abert,  I visited  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  General 
William  Clark,  at  his  farm  in  the  country;  who,  after  learning  the  situation 
of  the  business,  told  Lieutenant  Lane  and  myself  that  we  could  each  have 
money,  that,  if  we  should  call  on  him  at  his  office  in  town  (St.  Louis,)  the  next 
morning,  (Monday,)  we  could  have  it  as  soon  as  the  bank  opened.  We 
presented  ourselves  accordingly.  I received  a cheek  for  five  thousand  dol- 
lars, and,  as  soon  as  I could  get  it  cashed,  proceeded  to  overtake  Colonel 
Abert.  When  I left  this  post  I was  barely  convalescent  from  a bilious 
fever,  and  on  my  arrival  at  St.  Charles,  19  miles  from  St.  Louis,  I found 
myself  too  much  fatigued  to  ride  further.  The  6th,  at  evening,  I overtook 
Colonel  Abert  at  or  near  Hickory  Grove,  Missouri:  he  was  in  the  Ottaway 
camp,  in  company  with  a physician,  visiting  the  sick;  which  proved  to  be 
the  first  cases  of  cholera.  I have  mentioned  these  circumstances  to  explain 
my  own,  as  well  as  the  situation  of  the  emigration,  and  the  condition  they 
were  in,  to  have  new  customs  introduced  into  their  mode  of  doing  business. 
Colonel  Abert,  when  ordering  me  to  enter  upon  the  disbursing  duties, 
thought  proper  to  recommend  a continuance  in  the  forms  and  practices  fa- 
miliar to  the  officers  of  the  emigration.  It  accorded  with  my  own  opinion, 
that  a bad  system  persevered  in  was  better  than  a good  one  half  executed; 
or,  in  another  point  of  view,  I considered  it  better  for  all  parties  to  continue 
it,  if  their  mode  ol  doing  business  would  possibly  answer  the  purpose,  than 
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to  interrupt  the  movement  of  the  Indians  to  introduce  a more  systematic 
accountability. 

I have  not  made  a property  return,  because  I have  no  vouchers  to  sup- 
port it  but  those  which  support  the  account  current.  They  are  the  vouch- 
ers for  the  purchase — the  issue  and  expenditure.  I forwarded  the  original 
requisitions  on  which  the  purchases  have  been  made,  or  rather,  the  requi- 
sitions made  to  cover  the  purchases,  with  the  following  exceptions,  viz.  ab- 
stract of  disbursements  on  account  of  subsistence,  requisitions  Nos.  lb’, 
21,  and  28:  I cannot  say  they  ever  came  to  my  possession;  I believe  they 
never  were  made  to  cover  the  purchase,  but  the  evidence  of  the  issue  hav- 
ing been  made  to  the  Indians  is  on  the  bills  of  purchases  of  corresponding 
numbers.  Number  20  was  my  own  purchase  from  the  Indian  agent,  and 
for  him  to  deliver,  to  complete  the  subsistence  of  Shawnees  and  Ottaways, 
to  include  the  3d  December  when  the  contractor  would  commence  his 
issues. 

The  assistant  agent  paid  for  the  beef  after  I left  the  agency?  as  the  bill 
will  show  by  being  made  in  his  hand-writing;  which  is  evidence  he 
would  have  made  the  requisition  if  it  had  not  been  forgotten.  Abstract  of 
disbursements  on  account  of  forage,  requisitions  34  and  57,  are  wanting. 
The  corn  was  procured  on  the  verbal  understanding  . that  the  requisitions 
would  be  made  to  cover  the  purchase;  which  I am  confident  would  have 
been  done  if  it  had  not  been  forgotten.  And  as  an  apology  for  omitting 
some  things  at  that  time,  I must  say  that  the  severe  storms  on  the  1st  De- 
cember, and  the  very  uncomfortable  weather  the  day  before  and  the  day 
after,  had  its  effect;  and  the  many  things  to  be  done  to  terminate  our  busi- 
ness for  a final  separation,  occupied  so  much  of  my  attention,  that  I satisfied 
myself  with  the  assurances  of  Captain  Weaver  and  Major  Dunn,  assistant 
disbursing  agents,  that  the  requisitions  were  complete.  I can  give  no  ex- 
planation for  want  of  requisitions  Nos.  17,  18,  and  19,  unless  the  assistant 
disbursing  agent,  Captain  Weaver,  and  the  assistant  agent.  Major  Pool,  in- 
tended the  indefinite  requisitions  of  previous  dates  should  cover  that  forage. 
I must  again  repeat  that  I was  under  the  necessity  of  being  satisfied  with 
Captain  Weaver^s  assurance  that  the  requisitions  were  complete.  Abstract 
of  disbursements  for  contingencies,  Nos.  12  and  17,  Mr.  Meredith  was  ap- 
pointed an  assistant  conductor  to  supply  the  place  of  Mr.  Merritt,  who  was 
sent  with  the  Seneca  Indians  a certain  distance  on  their  way  towards  their 
lands  on  the  Arkansas,  which  appointment  was  to  remain  in  force  until 
Mr.  Merritt  rejoined  the  Shawnees. 

I don’t  know  that  any  other  voucher  requires  explanation  until  you  ar- 
rive at  No.  52.  In  support  of  this  voucher  I rely  upon  the  justice  of  the 
Government,  and  a conviction  that  a compensation  will  be  allowed,  com- 
mensurate with  the  services  rendered  and  expenses  incurred.  During  the 
season,  my  case  has  been  a hard  one;  having  been  four  and  a half  months 
detached  from  my  company  for  arduous  and  expensive  (and  what  were,  at 
the  time,  considered  more  important)  services;  and  unless  the  account  is  al- 
lowed as  stated^  I am  loser,  by  a diminution  of  pay  and  an  increase  of  ex- 
penses, to  a considerable  amount. 

The  short  notice  I had  to  prepare  for  this  expedition;  the  debilitated  state 
of  my  health;  the  bad  forage,  and  other  circumstances  which  I could  not 
control,  caused  me  the  almost  entire  sacrifice  of  two  horses  to  enable  me  to 
keep  with  the  emigration,  and  finally,  having  performed  all  my  writing,  in- 
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stead  of  employing  a clerk  at  wages  exceeding  the  extra  charge  I have  made, 
induce  me  to  believe  the  account  will  be  allowed. 

I have  made  a charge.  No.  54,  not  expecting  it  to  be  allowed  until  a more 
perfect  voucher  is  furnished.  This  I expect  to  do  satisfactorily  so  soon  as  I 
can  get  a return  from  Major  Pool,  to  whom  I made  the  payment.  I made 
the  entry  to  exhibit  the  whole  amount  at  one  view. 

Finally,  I submit  the  whole  affair  in  as  plain  and  as  clear  a manner  as  cir- 
cumstances will  permit;  and  where  explanations  or  elucidations  are  wanting 
on  any  matter  of  a general  character,  as  well  as  on  my  account  No.  52, 
contingencies,  I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 
topographical  engineer,  for  information. 

In  relation  to  the  sale  of  horses,  the  two  first  cases  are  fully  explained  with 
my  receipts.  The  third  case  took  place  before  I joined  the  emigration. 
The  proceedings  of  Mr.  Meredith  were  approved  by  the  assistant  agent, 
in  as  much  as  the  horse  appeared  to  have  been  quite  unable  to  travel,  and 
would  have  otherwise  been  an  entire  loss.  The  circumstances  in  relation  to 
ihe  fourth  case,  are,  so  far  as  they  came  to  my  knowledge,  as  follows;  on 
the  1st  or  2d  of  November,  the  horse  was  badly  lamed  by  the  kick  of  another 
horse.  Major  Pool,  assistant  agent,  employed  a man  to  forage  and  doctor 
the  horse,  and  to  deliver  him  only  to  his  or  Colonel  Aberl’s  order.  I was 
made  acquainted  with  these  circumstances;  when,  on  my  return  at  St. 
Charles,  I proposed  to  pay  Mr.  Merritt  if  he  would  go  after  and  bring  him 
to  St.  Louis.  He  did  so,  and  after  bringing  him  in,  he  offered  thirty  dollars 
for  him.  It  was  more  than  I expected  the  horse  to  bring  at  auction,  a better 
horse  having  sold  for  less  money  but  an  hour  or  two  before,  out  of  which 
expenses  were  to  be  paid.  I asked  Mr.  Colvert,  owner  of  the  livery  stable, 
his  value;  he  replied  that  a better  horse  had  just  sold  for  twenty-eight  dol- 
lars. I told  him  I had  been  offered  thirty  dollars:  he  said  I had  better  take 
it,  for  he  would  not  sell  for  that  amount  at  auction.  I considered  him  a good 
judge,  and  perfectly  disinterested,  which  determined  me,  with  Major  PooPs 
opinion  of  his  value,  to  take  the  thirty  dollars.  I wrote  to  you  on  the  13th 
December  last  on  the  subject  of  the  two  lost  horses.  I have  no  doubt  but 
you  will  approve  of  the  course  adopted  in  relation  to  them. 

Should  you  require  a return  of  subsistence  and  forage,  I can  make  it  in  a 
few  minutes  from  my  abstracts  of  purchases. 

I have  signed  all  the  abstracts,  because  I have  not  access  to  any  special 
agent  for  his  signature.  Should  any  abstracts  or  vouchers  require  any  ad- 
ditional authenticity,  I respectfully  request  it  may  be  submitted  to  Colonel 
Abert,  topographical  engineer,  who  was  superintending  all  the  operations  of 
the  emigration. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Z.  C.  PALMER, 

Captain  ^th  Infantry • 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  6r,  iS.,  Washington  City* 


•March  16,  1833. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  recommend  Lieutenant  JohnF.  Lane^ 
100 
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of  the  United  States^  army^  to  your  special  favor  for  the  appointment  of 
disbursing  agent  for  the  removal  of  the  Pottawatamie  Indians. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  C.  PEPPER. 

LEWIS  H.  SANDS. 

General  Geo.  Gibson. 


Nashville,  Fehruary  11,  1833. 


Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  quarterly  returns  required  of 
the  disbursing  officers  engaged  in  the  emigration  and  subsistence  of  Indians 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  last 
year. 

The  papers  for  the  west  side  of  the  river  are  prepared,  but,  owing  to  the 
departure  of  Major  Armstrong  for  Washington  City,  I am  unable  to  forward 
them.  His  return  to  this  place  is  not  expected  before  the  last  of  March. 

Presuming  that  the  department,  like  myself,  is  unwilling  to  have  the  set  ’ 
tlementofthe  accounts  created  by  the  Removal  of  the  Choctaw  Indians  so  long 
postponed,  and  with  the  hope  that  it  will  meet  with  your  approbation,  I shall 
leave  here  for  Washington  City  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  certificate 
of  Major  A.  to  the  quarterly  returns,  as  required  by  the  regulations j and  to 
report  myself  in  person  to  the  department  for  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  PxHILLIPS, 

Lieut. Disbursing  Jigentj 


Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City. 


Nashville,  Tennessee,  Fehruary  27,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  enclose  a return  of  provisions  and 
forage  received  and  issued  to  the  Choctaw  emigrants  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1832:  also,  an  account  current  for  the 
first  quarter  of  the  present  year. 

The  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence  having  directed  the  disbursements 
on  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  Mississippi  to  be  kept  separate  and  distinct 
from  each  other,  I have  rendered  two  accounts  in  the  same  quarter. 

Should  any  of  the  enclosed  accounts  require  further  explanation,  I am 
present  in  the  city,  and  will  attend  to  them. 

With  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PAGE, 

Captain  Ath  Infantry^  Disbursing  Jigent, 

Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

U.  6r.  Washington  City. 
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Nashville,  Tennessee,  February  14,  1S33. 

Sin:  I have  the  honof  herewith  to  enclose  a return  of  provisions  and 
forage  received  and  issued  to  the  Choctaw  emigrants  east  of  the  Mississippi 
in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1832.  I had  three  thousand  four  hundred  Indians 
in  all  to  purchase  and  issue  to. 

You  will  perceive  the  number  of  emigrants  I had  to  purchase  and  issue  to 
was  much  greater  than  all  the  others  put  together.  The  regular  number  I start- 
ed With  was  two  thousand  eight  hundred,  but  Captain  Kincaid’s  party  consisted 
of  six  hundred  Indians.  He  started  on  commutation,  but,  finding  himself 
unable  to  subsist  them,  called  for  the  aid  of  the  Government,  and  I imme- 
diately made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  their  subsistence. 

Lieutenant  Phillips  arrived  after  I got  about  half  way  to  Memphis,  and 
took  charge  oPabout  eight  hundred  of  my  party;  previous  to  which  I had 
made  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  their  subsistence  to  Memphis. 

I arrived  at  the  Choctaw  Agency  east  of  the  Mississippi  about  the  15th  of 
August.  Captain  William  Armstrong  not  having  arrived,  I commenced 
immediately  to  collect  information  what  the  prospects  were,  to  purchase 
provisions,  and  hire  teams  for  the  Choctaw  emigration. 

On  the  arrival  of  Captain  Armstrong  we  advertized  for  proposals  to  sub- 
sist the  Choctaw  emigrants,  and  forage  the  teams,  &c.  On  examining  the 
several  bids  we  found  there  was  a combination,  and  that  every  man  calcu- 
lated to  make  his  fortune  out  of  the  contract.  I then  determined  to  make 
all  the  purchases  and  issues  myself. 

I immediately  started  on  the  road  we  were  to  travel  over,  and  made  the 
best  arrangements  I could.  I Was,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  opinion  that 
thousands  of  dollars  might  be  saved  to  the  Government  by  not  letting  out 
the  contract. 

On  my  return,  I made  arrangements  to  subsist  the  Choctaws  while  at  the 
rendezvous,  and  engaged  all  the  teams  to  assemble  on  the  5th  and  6th  of 
October.  On  those  days  I received  them  after  a thorough  examination. 

I purchased  most  of  my  beef  on  the  hoof,  that  is,  I averaged  them,  and  took 
them  for  so  many  pounds.  As  I killed  the  beeves  I weighed  them,  and 
found  I had  gained  a great  number  of  pounds  by  the  purchase. 

When  I engaged  the  teams  I had  a perfect  understanding  that  they  were 
to  receive  the  quantity  of  corn  and  fodder  that  I might  think  proper  to  issue, 
at  the  same,  time  I should  be  as  liberal  as  circumstances  would  permit,  as  I 
knew  fodder  would  come  very  high,  and  that  the  ration  prescribed  was  more 
than  was  necessary. 

You  will  perceive  the  quantity  I issued,  and  it  was  sufficient:  no  com- 
plaints— all  were  satisfied,  though  I made  my  returns  as  having  issued 
full  rations,  I also  found  the  rations  of  beef  were  more  than  the  Indians 
would  consume.  After  a few  issues  it  became  burdensome  to  them:  they 
were  constantly  loading  the  wagons  down  with  the  rations  they  had  accu- 
mulated, and  the  teamsters  complaining  their  loads  were  getting  heavier.  I 
curtailed  their  rations  from  time  to  time,  until  they  consumed  what  they 
had  on  hand,  but  was  parlicular  at  all  times  to  see  if  they  had  plenty. 

1 made  my  returns  for  full  rations. 

I issued  the  rations  of  salt,  but  they  would  take  but  a small  quantity  of  it, 
and  leave  the  balance  to  be  transmitted  in  the  wagons:  So  the  next  issue  X 
would  issue  the  same  salt  to  them  again. 

On  my  arrival  at  Memphis,  I purchased  a thousand  weight  of  bacon,  and 
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gave  it  out  equally  to  the  different  companies  without  strict  observance  to 
the  ration,  as  I knew  it  would  be  sufficient  for  them,  it  being  cholera  times. 

The  over-issues  are  accounted  for  in  this  way,  and  all  saved  to  the  Go- 
vernment. It  is  very  evident  that  it  is  cheaper  to  move  Indians  in  this  way, 
with  the  proper  management  and  economy,  than  to  let  out  the  contracts,  as 
it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  contractor  to  issue  all  the  rations  he  could, 
and  every  teamster  and  person  employed,  as,  also,  the  Indians,  would  ex- 
pect their  full  rations,  and,  if  it  was  more  than  they  could  consume,  they 
would  sell  it,  as  has  been  the  case  heretofore. 

There  was  not  a single  murmur  from  a white  man  or  an  Indian  about  my 
mode  of  subsisting  them — they  were  always  satisfied:  but  the  moment  they 
crossed  the  Mississippi  and  arrived  at  Rock  Row,  where  the  contract  was  let 
out,  there  was  a constant  complaint  about  their  weight  and  measure,  and 
frequently  could  not  get  their  rations  when  they  were  due. 

The  whole  amount  disbursed  to  remove  three  thousand  four  hundred  In- 
dians from  the  Choctaw  Agency  to  Memphis,  a distance  of  two  hundred  miles, 
is  ^15,063  02,  making  !S4  43  per  head.  Out  of  the  amount  disbursed,  I 
cut  a road  forty  miles  through  a wilderness  country.  It  was  cheaper  to  do 
this  than  travel  the  old  road,  which  was  very  bad,  and  a great  distance  out 
of  our  way:  and,  if  the  Creeks  and  Chickasaws  should  remove,  it  is  evident 
this  will  be  the  cheapest  and  best  route  for  them  to  take,  as  also  the  balance 
of  the  Choctaws,  whether  they  go  to  Red  river  or  Arkansas. 

With  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  Px\GE,  Capt,  Ath  Infantry. 
Brigadier  General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S., 

Washington  City. 


Washington,  Jipril  24,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  make  application  to  you  to  be  detailed  on  de- 
tached service  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  emigration  of  the  Indians. 
It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  be  engaged  in  that  duty,  and  I should 
endeavor  to  discharge  it  with  fidelity. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  PEYTON,  Lieut,  Infantry. 
General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Logansport,  Jipril  11,  1833. 

Sir:  I left  my  residence  on  the  1st  instant  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  embraced  in  my  instructions  as  special  agent  to  superintend  the 
emigration  of  the  Pottawatamie  Indians. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  point,  I was  informed  that  a band  of  Prairie  VoUdi- 
watamies,  headed  by  Quequeatobe,  their  chief,  had  assembled,  and  came  to 
this  neighborhood  to  expiess  their  wish  to  change  their  residence,  and  to 
claim  the  benefit  of  the  provision  in  iheffth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded 
with  them  last  fall.  They  were  destitute  of  provisions,  and  asked  me  to 
supply  them.  ' 
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I immediately  addressed  a note  to  the  resident  agent,  a copy  of  which, 
and  his  answer,  I have  the  honor  to  enclose.  I have  furnished  this  party 
with  some  provisions,  and  shall  probably  deem  it  proper  to  furnish  more, 
in-^all  not  to  exceed  the  amount  of  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars.  So  soon  as  you  shall  signify  the  willingness  of  the  department  to 
accept  my  draft  for  the  amount  advanced  in  this  service,  I will  forward  the 
vouchers.  I have  adopted  this  course  in  the  belief  that  it  will  save  expense 
to  the  Government  to  provide  these  people  temporarily,  and  set  them  to 
hunting  in  the  neighborhood,  where  they  can  be  collected  together  at  short 
notice,  when  arrangements  shall  be  made  to  remove  them  west. 

This  band  consists  of  thirty*five  families  and  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  per- 
sons, as  appears  by  a list  of  the  names  of  heads  of  families,  and  the  number  of 
each  family,  which  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose. 

The  chief  of  this  band  assures  me  that  his  number  is  increasing  daily, 
and  that  he  confidently  believes  his  party,  in  connexion  with  a band  of  about 
one  hundred,  headed  by  a brother  of  the  Kickapoo  prophet,  will  exceed 
five  hundred  by  the  first  of  June. 

There  is,  also,  a party  of  sixty  or  seventy  Weas  that  will  most  pro- 
bably go  west  the  first  opportunity  that  offers:  provision,  I am  informed, 
has  been  made  for  their  removal.  The  possession  of  the  above  facts  will 
suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  sending  a disbursing  officer  as  early  as  pos- 
sible to  this  point.  It  will,  in  my  view  of  the  subject,  be  a most  auspicious 
commencement  of  the  removing  operations  of  this  State  if  we  can  succeed 
in  getting  this  party  started  this  season. 

I have  encouraged  these  Indians  to  expect  that  provision  will  be  made  for 
their  removal  within  forty  days.  Please  advise  me  when  I may  expect  a 
disbursing  officer:  address  me  at  Rising  Sun,  Indiana.  I am  organizing  the 
exploring  party,  and  expect  to  set  out  with  them  about  the  10th  of  June; 
and,  if  this  emigrating  band  can  be  got  ready  by  that  time.  Colonel  Sands  or 
myself,  as  you  may  direct,  can  conduct  them  to  such  point  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi as  may  be  designated  by  yourself  or  Governor  Clark,  where  they 
can  remain  temporarily  until  a permanent  residence  can  be  selected  by  the 
commissioners  stationed  at  Fort  Gibson.  These  views  are  respectfully  sub- 
mitted for  your  consideration. 

I am,  sir. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER, 

Special  Jigent, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  Gr.  5.,  Washington  City, 

Jefferson  Barracks,  Qth  *dpril,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  February  has  been  duly  received.  Early 
in  February,  I was  ordered  into  the  mining  country  a commissioner  on 
militia  claims  growing  out  of  the  Indian  war  of  last  year. 

I avail  myself  of  the  first  leisure  after  my  return,  and  the  receipt  of  your 
letter,  to  make  a return  of  the  purchases  made  for  the  Indians,  which  please 
find  herewith  enclosed. 

You  will  also  find  voucher,  No.  54,  abstract  of  contingencies.  Acopy  of 
this  voucher  was  forwarded,  with  the  abstract,  in  order  to  exhibit  a full  state- 
ment of  my  disbursements  on  account  of  the  Indian  emigration. 
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Referring  you  to  my  letter  of  the  8th  of  January,  1833,  1 have  nothing 
to  add  on  the  subject  of  this  account. 

With  due  respect,  sir, 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Z.  C.  PALMER, 

Captain  %th  Infantrp. 

ErigV  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  Washington  City, 

Lawrencevtlle,  N.  J.,  29//i  Jlpril^  183^. 
Sir:  Should  my  retura  to  Washington  City  be  deemed  unimportant 
previous  to  going  west,  I propose,  at  present,  returning  to  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, by  the  way  of  the  lakes,  preparatory  to  resuming  my  duties  in  the 
Choctaw  removal. 

I shall  be  pleased  to  learn  the  wishes  of  the  department  on  this  subject  as 
soonas  convenient,  as  I contemplate  leaving  herein  the  course  of  two  weeks. 
Any  communications  addressed  to  me  at  this  place  will  be  received. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  PHILLIPS,  Lieuf.  ”lth  Infantry, 
Disbursing  Jigt,  Chociaub  removal, 

Brig’r  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  , Wasliiiigion  City. 


Rising  Sun,  May  1th,  1833^ 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  29th  ultimo,  in  answer  to  which  I beg  leave  to  state  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  band  of  Pottawatamies  now  enrolled,  together  with  such 
others  as  may  be  associated  with  them  at  the  time  stated,  will,  in  my  view, 
be  subservient  to  the  j)ublic  interest.  I am  supported  in  this  opinion  by  a 
strong  conviction  that  this  party,  if  not  provided  for  by  the  10th  June,  will 
attempt  to  go  to  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  vvithout  the  aid  of  Go- 
vernment. In  that  case,  they  must  inevitably  suffer  much,  if  they  do  not 
entirely  fail  to  accomplish  the  journey;  and  such  an  occurrence  would  most 
certainly  have  a prejudical  influence  upon  future  operations. 

I may  be  too  sanguine  upon  this  subject,  for  I confess  it  is  one  of  exciting 
interest  in  this  State.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  entitled  to  high  respect 
for  their  acquaintance  with  the  public  feeling,  the  Indian  character  and 
country,  that  the  removal  of  this  band  this  season  will  remove  more  than 
half  the  obstructions  to  the  ultimate  em.igration  of  the  tribe.  I cannot, 
therefore,  relinquish  the  hope  that  these  views  will  be  approved  by  the  de- 
partment, and  a disbursing  officer  and  instructions  be  sent  to  aid  me  at  as 
early  a period  as  may  be  convenient. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  high  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant,' 

A.  C.  PEPPER, 

Special %^gt.  removal  Pottawatamies. 


Gen.  George  Gibson, 

0.  G.  6’,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  March  10,  1833. 

Sir:  Byrd  & Belding,  merchants  of  this  place  and  Territory,  are  about 
lo  visit  Washington,  or  one  of  them,  to  settle  some  accounts,  and  make 
some  pecuniary  arrangements.  My  situation  does  not  enable  me  to  speak 
with  confidence  about  the  affairs  of  any  body  with  certainty,  nor  would  I 
pledge  myself  on  such  subjects;  but  I feel  authorized  to  say  that  Byrd  & 
Belding  are  merchants  of  high  respectability  and  character,  and  extensively 
and,  apparently,  successfully  engaged  in  business. 

Colonel  Byrd,  one  of  the  firm,  has  a considerable  and  valuable  real  estate 
in  this  town.  I shall  be  gratified  with  any  arrangements  you  can  with  pro- 
priety make  with  them  to  suit  their  convenience,  and  advance  their  interest. 

They  are  men  of  good  industrious  habits,  and  fair  characters. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  high  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  POPE. 

General  George  G ibson. 


' Logansport,  May  15,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  that  I have  appointed 
Chauncey  Carter,  esquire,  assistant  commissary:  his  compensation  is  to  be 
at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per  day  until  a disbursing  officer  arrives,  when 
his  services  will  be  dispensed  with. 

With  great  respect,  I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER,  6'.  Ji,  R.  P. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  *9., 

Washington  City, 


Providence,  R.  I.,  May  31,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
©f  the  10th  instant,  which  reached  me  only  two  days  since. 

Private  business  hitherto  has  delayed  my  departure  for  the  west.  I ex- 
pect to  be  in  Washington  city  in  the  course  of  ten  or  twelve  days  on  my 
way  to  the  Choctaw  nation. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Lieut.  1th  Infantry^  DisVg  *Mgent  rem^l  Indians. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  6'.,  Washington  City. 


Rising  Sun,  May  24,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  drawn  a draft  on  the  War  Department  in  favor  of  General 
Robert  Patterson,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  amount  advanced,  as  per  vouchers 
noticed  in  abstract  A,  which  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit. 
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I have  just  returned  from  the  Indian  camp,  and  find  the  emigrating  band 
still  anxious  to  commence  their  journey  to  the  country  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. 


I am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  ^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER, 

Special  Agent  retail  Pottawatamies, 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Rising  Sun,  May  25,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  16th  instant.  The  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to 
his  determination  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Indians  shall  be  fully  explained 
to  them.  I regret  very  much  that  the  Secretary  of  War  yields  this  point  with 
so  much  reluctance. 

I certainly  did  net  intend  to  obtrude  my  opinion  on  the  Secretary,  nor  at 
all  to  swerve  from  my  original  instructions:  but,  having  in  my  first  letter 
upon  this  subject  expressed  what  seemed  to  me  to  accord  with  the  public 
interest,  I could  do  no  less,  in  the  absence  of  reasons  to  change  my  opinion, 
than  to  repeat  it,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  department,  that  upon  such  repeti- 
tion alone  would  the  point  be  conceded. 

The  band  of  Indians  now  preparing  to  remove  have  been  invited  to  join 
the  Kickapoo  prophet.  They  are  of  his  religion,  and  are  anxious  to  reside 
in  the  same  country  with  his  party.  I learned  this  at  my  last  interview 
with  them.  Their  acceptance  of  the  prophet’s  invitation  to  reside  with  him 
will,  I hope,  obviate  any  difficulty  that  might  arise  as  a consequence  of  their 
becoming  intruders  upon  the  lands  of  other  tribes,  or  of  the  Government. 

With  great  respect,  I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER, 

Special  Agent  remH  Pottawatamies, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  *S'.,  Washington  City, 


Logansport,  June  17,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  your  instruc- 
tions of  the  16th  May,  I have  called  Colonel  Sands  and  General  Schoonover 
into  service.  Colonel  Sands  left  his  residence  on  the  9th,  General  Schoono- 
ver on  the  10th  instant.  They  have  both  arrived  here.  I have  heard  no- 
thing of  a disbursing  agent  since  the  receipt  of  your  advice,  in  which  you 
state  he  might  be  looked  for  about  the  10th  instant.  The  emigrating  band 
of  Indians,  I am  fearful,  will  become  impatient,  separate,  and  leave  their 
camp.  If  they  do,  it  will  give  us  much  trouble  to  collect  them  again.  Your 
communications  to  me  may  be  addressed  as  heretofore.  I have  made  ar- 
rangements with  the  post  office  at  Rising  Sun  to  forward  my  letters  to  dif- 
ferent points  on  my  route  west. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER.  S,  A.  R.  F. 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 
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Logansport,  June  8,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  stale  that  I have  employed  Providence  Mountz 
to  go  with  the  exploring  deputation  of  Pottawatamie  Indians  to  take  cjiarge 
oY  the  necessary  baggage.  He  is  to  furnish  a horse,  and  receive  as  compensa- 
tion one  dollar  per  day.  tlis  services  commenced  on  the  Sd  instant. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER,  Ji,  R.  Poes, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City^ 


Logansport,  June  19,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a deputation  of  four  chiefs  were 
yesterday  selected  by  the  Pottawatamie  Indians,  within  General  Marshall’s 
agency,  to  accompany  me  on  the  exploring  expedition. 

Colonel  Sands  left  here  for  Chicago  four  days  since,  to  conduct  the  chiefs 
who  may  be  selected  in  Colonel  Owen’s  agency  to  this  place:  whence  I pro- 
pose to  set  out  west  as  soon  as  he  arrives.  The  Hon.  John  F.  Schermer- 
horn,  one  of  the  commissioners  west,  is  here.  He  advises  me  not  to  go  to 
Fort  Gibson,  as  the  commissioners  will  have  left  there  before  the  deputation 
can  possibly  reach  that  place,  for  Fort  Leavenworth,  near  the  country  in- 
tended by  them  for  the  Pottawatamie  Indians. 

These  chiefs  wish  to  know  if  they  will  be  allowed  to  keep  the  horses, 
saddles,  &c.,  when  they  return;  and  as  my  instructions  require  me  to  sell 
this  property,  and  credit  the  Government  with  the  proceeds,  I do  not  feel 
authorized  to  assent  to  their  wishes:  but  as  it  will  be  a small  matter  to  the 
Government,  and  may  have  a very  salutary  influence  over  the  conduct  of 
these  men  in  future  operations,  I have  promised  to  ask  the  department  to 
give  them  the  horses,  &c.  Mr.  Schermerhorn  authorizes  me  to  say  that 
he  advises  me  not  to  hesitate  a moment,  but  to  give  the  Indians  the  horses, 
as  he  is  persuaded  it  will  have  a good  effect,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
will  approve  it.  Will  you  address  me  on  this  subject? 

If  a disbursing  agent  does  not  reach  this  place  within  ten  days,  I shall 
deem  it  my  duty  to  start  with  the  exploring  party,  and  leave  Colonel  Sands 
and  General  Schoonover  in  charge  of  the  emigrating  band,  with  instructions 
to  await  the  arrival  of  the  disbursing  agent,  and  conduct  this  party  to  Fort 
Leavenworth,  where  the  honorable  commissioners  west  are  expected  to  be 
about  the  first  of  August  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  locating  them  in 
the  country  selected  by  the  deputation. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

- ^ A.  C.  PEPPER,  S,  A,  R.  P. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City, 

July  2,  1833. 

It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  the  chiefs  engaged  in  the  exploring 
deputation  be  allowed  to  retain  their  horses  after  their  return. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  HOOKy  Ming  C,  G.  S, 

To  the  Acting  Secretary  or  War. 
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Logansport,  Juna  24,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Col.  Sands  has  returned  from 
Chicago.  He  was  the  bearer  of  a letter  from  Col.  Owen,  a copy  of  which 
is  herewith  enclosed.  My  instructions  do  not  authorize  me  to  comply  with 
the  request  of  these  Indians,  but,  on  the  contrary,  direct  me  positively  to 
go  by  way  of  St.  Louis.  I shall  therefore  set  out  with  a deputation  of  four 
Pottawatamies  from  this  place,  within  a few  days,  and  leave  Col.  Sands  in 
charge  of  the  emigrating  band,  with  whom  you  will  be  pleased  to  correspond 
upon  all  subjects  connected  with  that  service.  He  may  be  addressed  at  this 
place:  he  will  make  arrangements  when  he  leaves  here,  to  have  letters  to 
him  forwarded. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

General  George  Gibson,  A.  C.  PEPPER,  S.  A.  R-  P. 

C.  G.  <S.,  Washington  City, 


Indian  Agency,  Chicago,  June  20,  1833. 

Sir:  By  Col.  Lewis  H.  Sands,  I had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  14th  instant,  and,  in  reply  thereto,  have  to  state  that  I caused  some  of 
the  head  men  of  the  Pottawatamie  tribe,  who  happened  to  be  at  the  agency, 
to  assemble  together  in  council;  when  the  purport  of  the  letters  of  Mr.  Scher- 
merhorn  and  yourself,  as  also  the  object  of  Col.  Sands^  visit,  was  fully  ex- 
plained to  them.  After  having  patiently  listened  to  all  the  Colonel  and  my- 
self had  to  say  upon  the  subject  of  the  proposed  deputation,  they  answered, 
that  they  were  entirely  willing  to  visit  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
but  that  they  did  not  feel  disposed  to  take  the  circuitous  route  by  Logans- 
port  and  St.  Louis,  and  requested  that  either  yourself  or  Col.  Sands  should 
come  to  this  place  on  your  route  west,  in  twelve  or  fourteen  days,  and  that 
they  would  be  prepared  to  go  with  you. 

They  request  also  that  four,  instead  of  three,  should  be  permitted  to  go 
from  this  agency,  and  have  accordingly  selected  Saukanaush,  or  Billy  Cald- 
well, principal  chief,  Peush  Le  Clerc,  an  adopted  chief,  Wahbousee,  a war 
chief,  and  John  Mahchewetah,  a young  man,  as  the  individuals  who  are  to 
compose  their  portion  of  the  exploring  party.  Fearful  that  if  the  foregoing 
propositions  were  rejected,  that  the  object  in  view  would  be  defeated,  and 
believing  it  to  be  the  best  that  could  be  done,  Col.  Sands  and  myself  both 
thought  it  advisable  to  say  to  them  that  you  would  accede  to  the  terms, 
although  we  stated  to  them  distinctly  that  we  would  greatly  prefer  that  they 
should  go  directly  to  Logansport. 

Caldwell  and  Wahbousee  are  both  old  men,  and  rather  infirm,  and  feel 
unwilling  to  go  from  here  to  Logansport,  and  from  thence  to  St.  Louis.  If, 
however,  you  come  this  way,  and  get  them  started,  I am  inclined  to  believe 
that  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  prevail  on  them  to  take  such  route  as  you  may 
designate. 

Col.  Sands  deserves  the  confidence  of  the  Government  for  the  zeal  he 
has  manifested,  and  the  exertions  he  has  made,  to  promote  the  views  of  the 
Government  on  this  occasion. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Col.  A.  C.  Pepper,  TH.  J.  V.  OWEN. 

Special  Agent  removal  Pottawatamies, 
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Logansport,  Indiana,  July  1,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  abstract,  vouchers, 
and  account  current. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER,  S,  Jt.  R.  P. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Grand  Prairie,  Illinois,  June  30,  1833. 
Sir:  I set  out  from  Logansport  on  the  27th  instant,  with  a deputation  of 
four  Pottawatamies — have  reached  this  place  on  my  way  west.  I had  not 
expected  to  start  before  the  first  of  July. 

This  will  explain  the  date  of  one  of  the  vouchers  noticed  in  the  abstract 
forwarded  to  you  from  Logansport.  The  account  alluded  to  was  made  out 
and  settled  up  to  this'  date.  I have  employed  Luther  Rice  as  interpreter: 
his  services" and  compensation  commenced  on  the  27th  of  this  month. 

Very  respectfull^^^ 

Your’*dbedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER,  8,  A.  R,  P, 

Commissary  General  op  Subsis^nce. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  July  31,  1833. 

Sir:  It  is  my  intention  to  leave  this  place  on  the  4th  of  August  for  Nash- 
ville, on  my  way  to  the  Choctaw  country. 

Captain  Page  is  here,  and  will  accompany  me.  The  public  funds  for 
disbursement  in  the  Indian  department  this  fall,  I presume,  will  be  in  rea  - 
diness  for  us  on  our  arrival  in  Nashville.  The  blank  terms  for  purchases 
had  better  be  sent  to  Columbus,  Mississippi,  and  the  others  intended  for 
my  use  to  this  place. 

I have  received  a letter  from  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
stating  that  I am  charged  with  ^^10,000  on  account  of  Indian  disbursements, 
for  which  I am  responsible.  As  my  papers  and  vouchers  for  disbursements 
in  the  Choctaw  removal  of  last  year  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Indian  de- 
partment, I will  be  much  gratified,  as  soon  as  it  is  convenient  to  you,  to 
have  the  papers,  &c.,  turned  over  to  the  proper  accounting  officer  of  the 
Treasury  for  final  settlement. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  PHILLIPS,  Lieut. 

Seventh  Inf antry  j Disbursing  Agents 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  8.^  Washington  City, 


Rising  Sun,  August  13,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  state  that,  of  the  ^2,0Q0  placed  in  my  hands  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
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of  the  6th  of  March  last,  there  is  unexpended  a&ut  eight  hundred  dollars. 
This  sum  will  not  be  sufficient  to  procure  what  #ill  be  necessary  to  fit  out 
three  deputies  from  Colonel  Owen’s  agency,  in  addition  to  the  four  from 
General  Marshall’s  agency,  already  provided  for,  and  to  pay  the  travelling 
expenses  to  and  from  the  country  intended  to  be  explored. 

I have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  authorize  me  to  draw  on  the 
Branch  Bank  at  Cincinnati  for  the  additional  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
to  be  expended,  if  necessary,  in  the  service. 

As  I am  anxious  to  resume  this  abandoned  expedition  immediately  after 
the  treaty  at  Chicago,  which  I am  informed  takes  place  the  first  week  in 
September,  it  will  be  important  to  receive  advice  from  the  department  on 
the  subject  of  funds  as  early  as  may  be  convenient. 

In  the  organization  of  the  deputation  in  General  Marshall’s  agency,  the 
deputies  were  promised  by  the  honorable  J.  F.  Schermerhorn  that,  on  their 
return  from  the  west,  they  should  be  conducted  to  Washington  city  at  the 
expense  of  the  Government. 

If  the  department  shall  approve  of  this  arrangement,  and  determine  to 
comply  with  this  promise,  I have  to  request  that  Colonel  Sands  may  have 
permission  to  take  charge  of,  and  conduct  the  deputation  to  the  seat  of 
Government. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER,  S.  i?.  P. 

General  Gforge  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  PFashingtorf  City, 


Rising  Sun,  August  12,  IS 33. 

Sir:  I had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  June, 
that  I had  left  Logansport  on  the  27th -of  that  month,  with  a deputation  of 
four  Pottawatamie  chiefs,  to  explore  the  country  'west,  &c. 

We  proceeded  to  within  fifteen  miles  of  St.  Louis,  where  we  arrived  on 
the  fifth  of  July.  Some  days  previous  to  this,  two  of  the  deputation  began 
to  express  fears  about  cholera,  of  the  ravages  of  which  they  heard  a great 
deal  every  day:  they  wished  to  return;  1 urged  them  to  go  on,  to  act  as 
men,  and  not  turn  squaws.  This  had  some  efiect  for  the  moment;  but  at 
this  place  three  of  the  deputation  joined  in  urging  me  not  to  take  them 
further  until  this  epidemic  abated. 

I then  requested  the  three  to  remain  until  the  interpreter  and  myself 
should  go  to  St.  Louis  and  confer  with  General  Clark,  in  the  hope  that 
something  he  might  say  would  induce  them  to  go  on.  But  on  my  return 
from  the  city,  I found  them  less  disposed  than  before  to  continue  their 
journey.  The  whole  deputation  then  united  in  making  an  urgent  request  to 
return,  and  presented  me  a petition,  a copy  of  which  1 have  the  honor  here- 
with to  transmit.  Not  feeling  authorized  to  use  other  means  than  had 
already  been  resorted  to  to  induce  them  to  continue  their  journey  west,  and 
believing,  if  they  were  urged  logo  on  under  circumstances  so  much  against 
their  inclination,  they  would  be  determined  lo  dislike  the  country,  and 
make  an  unfavorable  report  when  they  returned,  I reluctantly  acquiesced. 
On  the  7th  of  July  we  commenced  our  journey  back:  on  the  afternoon  of 
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the  same  day^  I was  attacked  with  the  bilious  fever,  and  compelled  to  stop 
on  the  way.  1 sent  the  Indians  on,  under  the  charge  of  the  interpreter  and 
Mr.  Mountz.  Before  I was  entirely  convalescent,  I commenced  my  jour- 
ney homeward  in  a stage  coach:  the  consequence  was,  a return  of  fever  on 
my  arrival  at  home.  This  will  account  for  the  delay  of  this  communication. 

Before  I felt  able  to  attend  to  any  business,  I heard  that  the  emigration  of 
the  party  under  Colonel  Sands’s  charge  was  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  a 
difference  in  the  views  entertained  by  Colonel  Sands  and  the  disbursing 
agent,  in  relation  to  the  performance  of  their  respective  duties,  I therefore, 
although  in  a feeble  state  of  health,  determined  to  join  the  party  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I overtook  them  beyond  Charlestown,  in  Illinois;  and  finding  things  had 
been  arranged  in  the  manner  more  fully  explained  in  another  letter  of  this 
date,  and  its  enclosures,  I determined  to  return  and  attend  the  payment  of 
the  Pottawatamies  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  treaty  at  Chicago  early  next 
month,  for  the  purpose  of  reorganizing  the  exploring  party,  and,  if  possible, 
to  get  the  residue  of  the  emigrating  band  in  readiness  to  go  west  the 
coming  fail. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER,  S.  R.  P. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  flashing  ton  City. 

July  6,  1833. 

To  A.  C.  Pepper,  Special  Agent 

The  undersigned,  chiefs  and  head-men  of  the  Pottawatamie  nation,  hav- 
ing been  selected  to  explore  and  select  a country  west  of  the  Mississippi  as 
a residence  for  their  tribe,  and  having  proceeded  in  their  journey  within  a 
few  miles  of  St.  Louis  for  the  purpose  of  performing  the  duties  assigned 
them,  but  learning  that  epidemic  cholera  prevails  throughout  the  country 
through  which  our  journey  lays,  we  earnestly  request  the  special  agent  to 
permit  us  to  return  to  our  homes  until  this  dreadful  disease  subsides. 

If  the  special  agent  shall  comply  with  our  wish  on  this  subject,  vve  agree 
to  be  in  readiness  as  early  the  coming  fall  as  the  health  of  the  country  will 
justify,  to  accompany  him  to  the  country,  the  examination  of  which  we  had 
set  out  to  accomplish,  but  now  abandon  for  the  present. 

We  also  express  our  wish  to  perform  as  much  of  this  journey  in  the  fall, 
by  steamboat  conveyance,  as  possible. 

We  further  agree  to  take  care  of  the  horses  and  other  property  furnished 
us  by  the  agent  aforesaid  until  the  journey  above  stated  shall  be  commenced. 

ASHKUM,  his  ^ mark. 

WEYO,  his  X mark. 

WEISHKEH,  his  ^ mark. 
LUTHER  RICE. 

A true  copy.  Attest : Ezra  Post. 


Rising  Sun,  August  13,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d 
ult.,  in  which  you  seem  to  favor  the  proposition  to  present  the  horses,  &c., 
to  the  chiefs  on  their  return  from  the  west,  as  recommended  in  my  letter  to 
you. 
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If  the  subject  has  been  laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War,  will  you  please 
to  advise  me  whether  he  will  consent  to  rescind  that  part  of  his  original  in- 
structions directing  me  to  sell,  &c.? 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER,  S.  Ji,  E.  P. 
Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washington  City, 


Jefferson  Barracks,  Jiugust  13,  1833. 

Sir:  Early  in  January  last,  I forwarded  to  your  office  vouchers  for  the 
disbursement  of  something  more  than  seven  thousand  dollars  on  account  of 
the  emigration  of  the  Shawnee  and  Ottaway  Indians  from  Ohio. 

In  due  time,  I was  informed  from  your  office  that  the  accounts  had  been 
received,  and,  at  a convenient  time,  would  be  examined. 

I have  no  doubt  but  they  have  passed  from  your  office  to  that  of  an  Audi- 
tor, where  they  may  have  been  forgotten,  or  are,  or  will  be  put  off,  until 
finally  I may  be  called  upon  for  some  explanation  or  information  which  I 
may  have  forgotten. 

I respectfully  request  that  you  will  interest  yourself  so  far  as  to  procure  a 
settlement  of  the  account,  if  in  your  power,  and  the  balance  found  due  me 
transmitted  to  me  at  this  place. 

With  great  respect,  sir, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Z.  C.  PALMER, 

Captain  Qth  Infantry, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Rising  Sun,  Jiugust  14,  1833. 


Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th 
instant,  noticing  the  receipt  of  mine  of  the  1st  of  July,  with  vouchers,  &c. ; 
and  to  state  that  the  services  and  compensation  of  Luther  Rice,  interpre- 
ter, and  Providence  Mountz,  pack- horseman,  to  the  exploring  expedition, 
ceased  on  the  17th  of  last  month.  They  will  not  be  called  into  service  again 
until  the  exploring  expedition  shall  be  resumed. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER,  S,  Ji.  R,  P. 

Emigration  of  Indians, 

C,  G,  Washington  City, 


Rising  Sun,  August  22,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  enclose  an  extract  from  a letter  ad- 
dressed by  Col.  Lewis  H.  Sands  to  me,  and  to  state  that,  for  information  in 
relation  to  any  promises  made  by  me  to  the  Indians,  I beg  leave  to  refer  to 
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the  honorable  John  Tipton,  and  to  Joseph  Barron  and  Luther  Rice,  interpre- 
ters, who  were  present  when  all  the  promises  made  by  me  were  repeated. 

As  to  the  reason  why  the  emigrating  band  was  not  more  numerous,  I will 
remark  that  the  assistant  agents  and  other  gentlemen  engaged  in  collecting 
the  Indians  can  give  satisfactory  information. 

I am,  sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER,  /S'.  P. 

Emigration  op  Indians, 

C.  G.  /S'.,  TVashington  City. 


Copy  of  an  extract,  Jlugust  1,  1833. 

The  disbursing  agent  has  written  to  the  department,  (so  he  informs  me,) 
that,  when  he  arrived,  he  found,  out  of  the  five  hundred  you  reported  ready 
to  go  west,  only  sixty  or  seventy,  and  those  not  willing  to  go;  that  you  had 
promised  them  presents  of  horses,  wagons,  and  goods,  which  you  had  no 
authority  to  do;  and  that  was  the  cause  of  the  delay  and  diminutive  number 
of  the  emigration. 


Columbus,  Miss.,  Jlugust  20,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place,  where  I am  mak- 
ing some  arrangements  preparatory  to  the  Choctaw  emigration. 

I waited  some  days  in  Nashville  with  the  expectation  of  receiving  funds, 
but  none  having  arrived,  I proceeded  to  this  place,  and  left  Lieut.  Phillips 
there  to  bring  on  funds  when  they  did  arrive. 

I have  notified  the  people  to  have  their  teams  in  readiness  when  called  for, 
and  in  a few  days  shall  go  as  far  as  Memphis  to  ascertain  the  cheapest  and 
best  place  to  subsist  the  Indians  to  that  place,  whether  by  contract  or  pur- 
chase. I am  convinced  that  thousands  of  dollars  were  saved  to  the  Govern- 
ment last  year  by  making  the  purchases  myself:  if  the  same  can  be  effected 
this  year,  I shall  adopt  that  plan. 

It  is  impossible  at  present  to  calculate  what  number  of  Indians  will  emi- 
grate. Lieut.  Lane  is  now  with  me.  Capt.  Armstrong  will  be  here  in  a 
few  days.  I have  received  no  blank  forms  or  books  as  yet. 

With  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PAGE,  . 

^ ^ ^ ^ Captain  and  DisVg  ^genf. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  iS.,  Washington, 


Choctaw  Agency,  Mi.,  Sept,  10,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I reached  this  place  in  safety  with 
the  public  funds  deposited  in  the  United  States’  Bank  at  Nashville  for  the 
disbursing  officers  of  the  Choctaw  removal. 
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The  Indians  in  this  district  have  not  yet  began  to  collect,  but  they  will 
no  doubt  be  all  prepared  to  emigrate  by  the  1st  of  October.  I am  despatch- 
ing two  wagons  this  morning  to  bring  in  a party  of  one  hundred  Indians, 
who  live  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  district. 

We  have  various  reports  of  the  number  collecting  at  the  two  other  ren- 
dezvous, but  they  are  scarcely  to  be  relied  on.  The  report  this  morning 
from  the  lower  district  states  the  number  collected  already  amounts  to  two 
thousand  Indians. 

Corn  meal  is  the  only  article  I apprehend  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
purchase  low — the  price  asked  now,  per  bushel,  is  one  dollar.  Corn  can  be 
bought  for  fifty  cents  per  bushel,  and  beef  from  two  dollars  to  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  hundred. 

I am,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Disbursing  officer  Choctaio  rerfiovaL 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City, 


Chicago,  September  26,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  I set  out  from  Rising  Sun,  Indiana,  on 
the  27th  August,  for  the  purpose  of  reorganizing  the  exploring  party  of  Pot- 
tawatamie  Indians. 

Before  my  arrival  here,  the  treaty  operations  had  commenced.  I could 
not,  therefore,  do  any  thing  towards  forwarding  the  expedition  until  the 
treaty  was  concluded,  w^hich  took  place  this  day;  a copy  of  an  extract  from 
which  1 have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  enclose.  From  which  you  will  see 
that  a much  larger  party  is  provided  for  than  my  instructions  authorize  me 
to  take;  and  the  deputation,  heretofore  selected,  will  not  consent  to  go  west 
until  the  whole  number  provided  for  by  this  provision  of  the  treaty  shall 
be  prepared  to  go.  I shall  therefore  return  from  here  to  Rising  Sun,  and 
await  the  orders  of  the  department. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER, 

Special  Jlgent  removal  Pottawatamies, 
Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington  City, 

“ And  as  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  the 
said  Indians  should  remove  to  the  country  thus  assigned  to  them,  as  soon  as 
conveniently  can  be  done;  and  as  it  is  deemed  advisable,  on  the  part  of  their 
chiefs  and  head-men,  that  a deputation  should  visit  the  said  country  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  thus  be  assured  that  full  justice  has  been  done,  it  is 
hereby  stipulated  that  the  United  States  will  defray  the  expenses  of  such 
deputation,  to  consist  of  not  more  than  fifty  persons,  to  be  accompanied  by 
not  more  than  five  individuals,  to  be  nominated  by  themselves;  and  the 
whole  to  be  under  the  general  direction  of  such  officer  of  the  United  States^ 
Government  as  has  been,  or  may  be,  designated  for  the  purpose. 
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Emigration  of  Indians, 


Ojfice  of  Superinkndent  PoL  Removal^  Rising  Sun,  Oct.  5, 1833. 


Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I set  out  from  here  on  the  27th 
of  August  last,  accompanied  by  Providence  Mountz,  in  charge  of  the  bag- 
gage, &c.,  to  resume  the  exploring  expedition  abandoned  last  summer,  and 
returned  to  this  point  on  the  4th  instant,  without  carrying  into  effect  the  in- 
structions of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  my  letters  of 
the  26th  ultimo  and  of  the  4th  instant. 

In  conformity  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  second  section  of  the  printed 
regulations,  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  Colonel  Lewis  H.  Sands  and 
General  R.  Schoonover,  assistant  agents,  are  the  only  persons  now  in  the 
service  under  me.  They  have  both  performed  active  and  important  services 
in  the  late  emigration,  during  the  quarter  ending  in  September  last;  and  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  continuance  of  these  gentlemen  in  the  service  will 
greatly  facilitate  the  early  commencement  of  operations  next  spring. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER, 

Special  .Rgent  removal  Pottawatamies. 
Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington  City. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

Office  of  Superintendent  Pot.  Removal^  Oct.  4,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  Juno  last,  requiring  an  abstract  of  issues,  did 
not  come  to  my  hands  until  a few  days  since.  This  will  account  for  the 
delay  in  furnishing  the  enclosed  abstract  of  issues,  which  I hope  will  be  sa- 
tisfactory. In  reply  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  of  June  last, 
(which  has  been  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Sands  until  within  a few  days,) 
requiring  notice  of  the  day  on  which  I left  my  residence  to  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  superintendent,  and  of  the  date  of  calling  into  service  all  other  per- 
sons employed  under  me  in  the  removal,  I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  letters 
of  the  11th  of  April  and  17th  of  June.  I have  this  day  returned  from  Chi- 
cago; from  which  place  I addressed  you  on  the  subject  of  a provision  in  the 
late  treaty  authorizing  a deputation  of  fifty  Indians,  to  explore  the  country 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  has  been  assigned  to,  and  accepted  by,  the 
Pottawatamies,  Chippewas,  and  Ottoways;  and  to  which  country  these  tribes 
have  agreed  to  remove  within  three  years. 

This  arrangement  prevented  me  from  getting  the  deputation  from  Colonel 
Owen’s  agency,  which  my  instructions  authorized  nte  to  take. 

Some  of  the  chiefs  were  anxious  that  the  department  would  provide  for 
their  journey  west  this  fall,  before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  could  take 
place;  but  Colonel  Owen  thought,  as  the  deputation  would  be  selected 
from  so  many  parties,  residing  at  different  points,  remote  from  each  other, 

[ it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  get  them  started,  if  the  department  should 
! authorize  it  before  the  commencement  of  winter.  If  the  treaty  above  alluded 
to  shall  be  ratified,  the  removing  operations  may,  I think,  be  carried  on 
next  year  extensively,  and  without  encountering  the  difficulties  we  had  to 
meet  and  overcome  the  present  year. 
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This  view  of  the  subject,  together  with  the  absence  of  a disbursing  agent  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Chicago,  and  the  uncertainty  of  having  one  at  that  point 
in  time,  induced  me  to  abandon  the  project  of  attempting  the  emigration  of 
another  small  party  this  season. 

Lieutenant  William  R.  Montgomery  has  not  reported  to  me,  nor  corres- 
ponded with  me,  and  I am  at  a loss  to  know  whether  he  has  been  assigned 
to  this  duty  under  my  superintendency  permanently,  or  only  for  the  late 
emigration.  If  the  former,  it  would  seem  to  me  important  that  he  should  be 
within  reaching  distance  of  orders  at  short  notice  early  in  the  spring. 

Will  you  be  pleased  to  inform  me  on  this  subject?  I should  also  be  glad 
to  be  informed  to  whom,  in  the  absence  of  a disbursing  agent,  I shall  for- 
ward my  account  for  salary,  &c. , for  payment. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER, 

Special  Agent  removal  Potlaivatamies. 

Commissary  General  op  Subsistence, 

Washington  City. 


Rising  Sun,  October  14,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  an  abstract  of  disbursements 
and  account  current  from  July  1,  to  October  4,  1833,  inclusive,  accompanied 
by  vouchers,  which  I hope  will  be  satisfactory. 

I found  it  not  only  extremely  inconvenient,  but  almost  impossible  to  take 
regular  receipts  from  every  individual  to  whom  money  was  paid  while  travel- 
ling. I therefore  placed  funds  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Mountz  to  pay  expenses, 
&c.,  requiring  him  to  keep  a memorandum  of  the  amount,  and  to  whom 
paid:  which  memoranda  accompany  the  vouchers.  If  there  are  any  papers, 
in  addition  to  those  forwarded  by  Colonel  Sands,  necessary  to  complete  the 
reports,  returns,  &c.,  of  the  late  emigration,  I will  forward  them  whenever 
you  will  be  pleased  to  intimate  that  they  are  wanted. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER,  S.  Ji.  R.  P. 

Emigration  op  Indians, 

C.  6r.  iS.f  Washington^  City. 


i Columbia,  Tenn.,  22, 1833. 

Sir:  I have  written  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to-day  in  behalf  of  my  |j 
friend  Mr.  John  A.  Reed,  who  desires  to  be  appointed  assistant  to  the 
principal  conductor  or  superintendent  for  the  removal  of  the  Creek  In- 
dians to  their  new  home  west  of  the  Mississippi.  But  least  more  import- 
ant matters  of  business  may  occupy  the  exclusive  attention  of  the  Secreta- 
ry, and  knowing  that  the  duties  of  your  office  connect  you  somewhat  with 
the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  the  west,  I have  thought  proper  to  call  your 
attention  also  to  Mr.  Reed’s  application.  I know  not  whether  there  be  an 
appointment  known  by  the  name  of  assistant  conductor  of  the  emigrating! 
Indians.  But  whether  there  be  or  not  the  situation  he  desires  is,  to  be  as-| 
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sistant  to  the  principal  agent  in  conducting  the  emigrating  tribe.  He  is  now 
with  Major  Armstrong  west  of  the  Mississippi,  (having  left  Nashville  in 
company  with  him.)  He  is  a man  of  steady  business  habits,  and  in  all  re- 
spects to  be  relied  on.  I have  no  doubt,  if  his  services  are  required  by  the 
Government,  that  he  will  discharge  his  duty  as  faithfully  and  efficiently  as 
any  person  who  could  be  selected.  Should  such  an  appointment  be  made,  I 
sincerely  wish  he  may  receive  it. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedieut  servant, 

JAMES  H.  POLK. 


General  Gibson. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  Oct.  23,  1833. 

Sir:  I arrived  at  this  place  a few  days  since,  direct  from  the  old  Choctaw 
Agency.  At  the  time  I left,  the  Indians  were  collecting;  and  I ex- 
pect, when  they  reach  here,  the  whole  number  emigrating  will  not  exceed 
at  most  one  thousand  persons.  Captain  Page  has  charge  of  the  party. 

My  object  in  preceding  the  Indians,  was  to  procure  provisions  for  them, 
and  corn  for  their  horses,  and  those  employed  in  the  public  service.  Corn 
is  scarce  throughout  the  Chickasaw  nation,  selling  generally  at  a bushel. 
As  I approached  this  place,  I found  it  abundant,  and  much  cheaper.  In  this 
vicinity,  it  can  be  purchased  for  forty  cents,  and  corn  meal  for  fifty  cents  a 
bushel. 

I am  informed  that  corn  is  extremely  high  in  Arkansas  Territory,  parti- 
cularly on  the  Arkansas  river,  selling  at  $2  a bushel,  and  scarce  at  that  price. 
It  would  be  a great  saving  to  the  Government  to  purchase  corn  here,  and 
pay  the  hire  of  transporting  it  the  whole  route,  than  to  procure  it  at  the  price 
above  stated.  Captain  Wm.  Armstrong  will  reach  here  in  a few  days,  and 
I shall  suggest  this  course  to  him  for  his  adoption,  as  I understand  there 
are  no  contracts  for  furnishing  the  Indians  with  subsistence  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

The  Arkansas  river  is  now  in  a fine  stage  for  steamboat  navigation.  By 
transporting  the  Indians  direct  to  Little  Rock  instead  of  Rock  Row,  much 
time  would  be  saved,  and  the  emigration  facilitated;  and  there  can  be  very 
little  probability  of  that  river’s  falling  too  low  before  the  Indians  could  reach 
that  point. 

The  fall  rains  have  not  been  sufficiently  great  to  effect  the  road  in  the 
Mississippi  swamp,  and  loaded  wagons  now  pass  without  much  inconve- 
nience. 

There  is  understood  no  cholera  on  the  river.  The  snag-boat  Archimedes 
is  now  here.  The  steamboat  T.  Yeatman,  intended  to  be  used  in  the  remo- 
val of  the  Indians  this  fall,  burst  one  of  her  boilers,  as  she  was  descending 
the  river,  in  sight  of  this  place,  and  six  persons,  (blacks,)  were  either  killed 
or  drowned.  She  will  be  ready  for  service  in  a few  days. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Disbursing  officer  Choctaw  removal. 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S., 

Washington  City. 
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Rising  Sun,  Nov,  5,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo  was  received  on  yesterday,  in  reply 
to  which  1 have  the  honor  to  state  that  your  instructions  shall  be  strictly 
complied  with;  and,  as  soon  as  Colonel  Sands  and  General  Schoonover,  to 
whom  I have  written  on  the  subject,  shall  forward  their  accounts  to  me,  I 
will  settle  and  transmit  them,  together  with  my  own,  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER,  *9.  R,  P, 

Com.  Gen.  of  Subsistence, 

Washington  City, 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  Nov,  2,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  emigrating  party  of  Choctaw 
Indians  finished  crossing  the  Mississippi  river  yesterday. 

They  were  registered  immediately  after  crossing  the  river,  and  their  num- 
ber, I am  informed  by  Colonel  Wm.  Armstrong,  amount  to  about  nine 
hundred  persons,  and  their  ponies  to  nearly  half  the  number. 

We  have  engaged  but  one  steamboat,  the  ‘‘  T.  Yeatman,^^  to  which  is  at- 
tached a keel-boat  for  the  transportation  of  the  Indians  to  Rock  Row,  in 
consequence  of  their  general  dislike  to  that  mode  of  conveyance.  About 
three  hundred  of  them  embarked  this  morning  for  White  river,  and  the 
remainder  left  by  land  for  the  same  place.  Captain  Page  and  myself  were 
so  much  engaged  at  the  expiration  of  the  last  and  preceding  months  as  to 
be  unable  to  render  any  account  of  our  disbursements  for  that  period,  which 
we  trust  will  be  favorably  received  by  the  General  as  a sufficient  excuse, 
knowing,  as  he  well  does,  from  the  character  of  the  service,  that  it  is  seldom 
convenient  to  make  out  regular  returns  while  engaged  in  the  collection  and 
removal  of  Indians.  As  soon  as  practicable,  I will  forward  abstracts  of  all 
my  disblirsements  for  the  last  two  months. 

Owing  to  the  small  number  of  Indians  emigrating  this  year.  Colonel  Arm- 
strong has  deemed  the  presence  of  two  disbursing  officers  with  the  Indians 
unnecessary  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Captain  Page  has  proceeded  with  the 
Indians  in  consequence  of  this  arrangement,  and  I will  therefore  leave  by 
the  first  conveyance  for  Kentucky,  where  I shall  make  out  my  public  ac- 
counts. 

Presuming  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  General,  I intend  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  north  some  ftirne  during  this  month  for  the  purpose  of  finally 
adjusting  my  accounts. 

Colonel  Armstrong  will  go  as  far  as  Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  Washington.  The  weather  has  been  most  favorable  for  the  emigra- 
tion. Since  we  left  the  agency  it  has  been  one  continued  succession  of  fair 
weather;  and  while  crossing  the  river  here  we  have  had  what  is  usually 
termed  the  Indian  summer. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A,  PHILLIPS,  Lieutenant^ 

Disbursing  Jigent  Choctaw  removal. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  Washington  City, 
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Louisville,  Kentucky,  November  12,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  my  monthly  abstracts  of  dis- 
bursements for  the  subsistence,  transportation,  and  contingencies,  in  the  col- 
lection and  removal  of  the  Choctavir  Indians  for  the  period  of  September 
and  October  last.  As  my  vouchers  and  returns  cannot  be  submitted  to  you 
before  the  latter  are  countersigned  by  the  superintendent  of  the  removal, 
they  will  be  necessarily  delayed  till  January  next,  when  Colonel  Armstrong 
informed  me  at  Memphis  that  he  would  be  in  Washington  City,  and  would 
then  perfect  them  according  to  the  regulations. 

In  a few  days  I intend  to  leave  here  for  Laurenceville,  New  Jersey, 
which  place  will  be  my  address  in  the  interim. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Lieutenant  1th  regiment^  Disbursing  ^gent. 
General  Georue  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City, 


Rising  Sun,  November  16,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
4th  instant,  accompanied  by  one  from  William  C.  Easton,  esq.,  requesting 
a copy  of  your  letter  to  me  of  the  24th  of  October,  which  is  herewith  en- 
closed. 

I have  sent  a copy  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  to  Colonel  Sands, 
another  to  General  Schoonover,  and  requested  them  to  make  out  their 
accounts  agreeable  to  your  instructions  to  me.  As  soon  as  these  accounts 
are  received,  they  shall  be  forwarded  to  you. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER,  S.  Ji.  R,  P. 

Emigration  op  Indians. 


Rising  Sun,  %fiugust  12,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  communications  from  Colonel 
Sands,  numbered  from  one  to  seven  inclusive,  the  contents  of  which  will 
show  why  the  emigrating  band  was  so  small  at  the  time  of  starting  west. 
It  is  due  to  Colonel  Sands  and  General  Schoonov^er  to  state  that,  from  infor- 
mation derived  from  sources  entitled  to  the  highest  credit,  in  addition  to  the 
evidence  contained  in  the  enclosed  documents,  their  conduct  has  been  such 
as  to  meet  my  entire  approbation;  and  such,  in  my  opinion,  as  merits  the 
approbation  and  increased  confidence  of  the  Government. 

If  they  have  erred  in  adopting  views  unsupported  by  the  printed  regu- 
lations (as  it  seems  to  me  they  have  not,)  they  have  yielded  a ready  acquies- 
cence to  the  compromise  proposed  by  the  disbursing  agent  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  public  service,  Permit^me  to  inquire  whether  an  officer  of  the 
army  assigned  to  the  duty  of , disbursing  agent,  under  the  provision  in  the 
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first  act  of  the  third  section  of  the  printed  regulations,  is  ex-officio  the  con- 
ductor of  the  emigrating  band  for  which  he  furnishes  supplies  ? 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER,  /Y.  A.  R.  P 

Com.  Gen.  op  Subsistence, 

Washington  City. 


Camp,  neaji  Logansport,  Indiana,  July  23,  1833. 

Sir:  The  Indians  under  my  charge  are  now  ready  to  move  west.  There 
is  one  hundred  and  forty-five  in  number,  and,  to  aid  in  transportation,  you 
are  required  to  furnish  three  teams  suitable  for  the  purpose;  also  provisions 
such  as  your  experience  in  Indian  removals,  and  an  adherence  to  the  printed 
regulations,  will  warrant. 

General  Schoonover  will  repair  immediately  to  Iroquois  to  forward  the 
emigration  of  such  as  are  enrolled  at  that  point,  together  with  others  who 
will  join. 

You  will  furnish  him  with  the  proper  means  and  instructions. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

Your  obedient  servant. 

For  A.  C.  PEPPER,  *y.  A.  R.  P., 
LEWIS  H.  sands. 

Assistant  Agent  removal  Pottawatamie  Indians. 
Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery,  U.  S.  A., 

Disbursing  Agent  removal  Pottawatamie  Indians, 


Tuesday  Evening,  July  23,  1833. 

Gentlemen:  I have  conversed  with  gentlemen  here,  and  find  that  money 
can  be  procured  to  save  the  public  interest,  provided  you  may  need  it. 

If  matters  cannot  be  amicably  arranged,  take  such  course  as  you  think 
best  for  the  public,  and  you  will  find  a friend  in 

JOHN  TIPTON. 

Colonel  Sands. 

General  Schoonover. 


Logansport,  Indiana,  July  23,  1833. 

Sir:  As  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  authority  of  superintendent,  in  the 
absence  of  that  officer,  legitimately  devolves  upon  yourself,  allow  me  to  in- 
form you  that,  having  been  instructed  by  the  proper  department  to  commu- 
nicate with  Colonel  Pepper  as  superintendent  for  the  removal  of  the  Potta- 
watamie Indians,  1 am  not  authorized,  and  consequently  cannot  recog- 
nize any  other  agent  than  that  gentleman  in  that  capacity.  I had  on  my 
arrival  at  this  place,  and,  finding  Colonel  Pepper  absent,  resolved  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  proceeding  with  the  emigration;  but  as  our  respective 
opinions  as  to  the  relative  position  of  our  official  stations  are,  contrary  to 
my  expectations,  so  entirely  at  variance,  and  you  cannot,  you  say,  con- 
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sent  that  the  Pottawatamies  now  ready  to  emigrate  should  be  conducted  by 
any  other  agent  than  yourself,  I will  propose,  in  order  that  the  public  inter- 
est may  not  suffer  from  our  opposite  views,  the  following  mode  of  getting 
rid  of  the  existing  difficulty,  and  to  enable  us  to  prosecute  the  emigration 
with  that  efficiency  which  should  ever  characterize  every  public  agent  in 
performance  of  his  official  duties. 

I will  furnish  the  requisite  subsistence  and  transportation,  and  assign  to 
you  the  immediate  conduct  of  the  party,  though  you  will  perceive  that 
paragraph  11th,  section  8th,  Indian  regulations,  assigns  that  duty  to  an  officer 
of  the  army. 

This  plan  will  place  us  in  distinct  and  separate  station's,  and  enable  you  to 
redeem  your  pledge  to  the  natives  to  allow  them  time  for  their  religious 
exercises,  though,  doubtless,  you  will  bear  in  mind  the  injunctions  of  the 
department  to  accelerate  the  movements  of  the  Indians,  to  suffer  no  delays 
under  the  thousand  pretences  which  their  delitoriness,  and  sometimes  their 
sloth,  will  present  as  obstructions  to  rapid  travel. 

The  route  of  course  will  be  determined  with  reference  to  the  facility  of 
procuring  supplies,  which,  together  with  transportation,  will  be  furnished 
with  reference  to  the  strictest  economy. 

In  this  proposition  I doubt  not  you  will  accede,  as  I cannot  believe  it 
possible  that  any  difference  of  opinion  we  may  entertain  relative  to  our 
respective  duties  will  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  public  interest, 
and  render  us  obnoxious  to  disapprobation  and  severest  censure  of  the  de-> 
partment,  to  which  the  subject  of  our  misunderstanding  will  be  presented 
for  its  decision. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 

Lieutenant,  and  Disbursing  Agent» 

L.  H.  Sands,  dlssistant  Jigent  P.  i?. 


This  letter  bears  date  July  23d,  but  was  not  handed  to  me  until  the  25th, 
after  the  Indians  had  got  started. 

L.  H.  SANDS. 

Teste:  J.  W.  Weaver. 


Indian  Agency, 

Logansport,  Indiana,  July  25,  1833. 

Sir:  Since  you  left  here,  we  have  been  closely  engaged  in  getting  the 
Indians  together.  At  one  time  we  had  over  three  hundred  ready  to  emigrate; 
but,  in  consequence  of  the  delay  of  the  disbursing  officer,  Lieutenant  W. 
R.  Montgomery,  our  encampment  became  a scene  of  uneasy  and  dissatisfied 
Indians.  Every  day  it  became  worse,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  joint  and 
friendly  interposition  of  General  Tipton,  our  Senator,  General  Marshal), 
Indian  agent.  General  Grover,  sub-agent,  and  their  interpreter,  Mr.  Barron, 
who  frequently  attended  our  camp,  the  Indians  would  have  dispersed  long 
ago.  Had  this  officer  been  here  when  he  was  eating  his  4th  of  July  dinner 
at  Cincinnati,  or  during  the  five  days  after  that  he  spent  in  Indianapolis,  the 
emigration  would  have  been  at  least  two  hundred  stronger.  He  only  arrived 
here  on  the  20th  instant,  and,  from  the  documents  enclosed,  you  will  find 
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the  course  he  has  pursued.  Had  I not  assumed  the  responsibility  of  the  emi- 
gration, he  would  have  dispersed  the  Indians  the  day  after  his  arrival,  as 
you  will  find  by  the  enclosed  statement  of  the  persons  at  camp,  together 
'with  the  interpreter. 

Under  any  other  circumstances,  I would  rather  have  let  him  taken  the 
control  of  the  emigration;  but  seeing  plainly  that  all  our  trouble  would  have 
been  in  vain  by  allowing  him  to  undo  what  we  all  had  done,  I was  forced 
to  ask  him  to  allow  me  to  attend  to  the  duty  my  instructions  from  you, 
and  my  appointment  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  justified. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  H.  SANDS. 

Colonel  A.  C.  Pepper, 

Special  •Agent  removal  Pottaivatamie  Indians. 


Indian  Agency, 

Logansport,  Indiana^  My  23,  1833# 

Sir:  The  undersigned  accept  your  proposition  of  tliis  date,  officially  made 
known  to  Lewis  H.  Sands,  assistant  agent,  but  at  the  same  time  inform 
you  that  it  is  only  the  interest  of  the  public  service  which  prompts  us  to 
accede  to  it,  being  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  the  general  superintendence 
belongs  to  the  above  named,  and  that  you  are  truly  the  disbursing  officer. 
The  subject-matter  will  be  laid  before  Colonel  Pepper,  the  special  agent, 
(who  is  at  present  prevented  by  sickness  from  attending  in  person,)  and 
also  the  proper  department. 

We  are  not  tenacious,  but,  on  the  contrary,  wish  to  promote  the  utmost 
harmony  among  the  several  officers  employed.  A difference  in  opinion  in 
official  matters  shall  not,  on  our  part,  cause  any  personal  feeling;  and  as  you 
consider  yourself  also  as  compromising  for  the  benefit  of  the  service,  we 
hope  that  the  emigration  will  not  any  longer  be  delayed,  and  that  we  start 
immediately  after  you  have  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  transpor- 
tation and  subsistence. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

LEWIS  H.  SANDS, 

Assistant  removal  Agent  Pottaivatamie  Indians. 

R.  SCHOONOVER, 

Assistant  removal  Agent  Pottaivatamie  Indians.  ^ 

Lieut  W.  R.  Montgomery, 

Disbursing  Agent  Pottaivatamie  removal,  present. 

Note. — The  allusion  to,  officially  made  known,  is  this:  Lieutenant  Mont- 
gomery handed  me  a note,  saying  that  he  would  only  act  as  disbursing  agent; 
but  would  disburse  on  his  own  responsibility,  but  would  not  attend  to  any 
requisition  from  me. 

L.  H.  SANDS.^ 


Camp,  near  Logansport,  July  24,  1833. 

Gentlemen:  We,  the  undersigned  officers  appointed  to  accompany  the 
band  of  Indians  under  your  charge,  take  this  method  of  expressing  their 
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good  feeling  towards  you,  and  their  entire  approbation  of  the  course  which 
you  have  pursued  thus  far,  which  has  been  no  less  honorable  to  you  than 
advantageous  to  the  Government,  now,  when  on  eve  of  departure  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  We  have  most  of  us  been  continually  laboring  with  you  in 
collecting  the  Indians,  and  keeping  them  when  collected  at  the  camp:  we  as- 
sert that  you  have  for  the  last  month  labored  assiduously,  living  in  the  Indian 
camp,  and  suffering  all  the  privations  incident  thereto;  that  you  have  by 
your  zeal  surmounted  difficulties  apparently  insurmountable,  holding  coun- 
cils for  four  days  at  a time,  with  hardly  intermission  enough  to  eat  or  sleep. 
That  it  required  every  exertion  you  were  master  of  to  keep  the  Indians 
from  breaking  up  and  scattering  in  consequence  of  the  delay  in  the  arrival 
of  the  disbursing  agent,  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Montgomery;  that  you  have 
been  economical  in  all  your  requisitions  on  the  assistant  disbursing  officer. 
That  the  Indians  were  disposed  to  break  up  on  the  arrival  of  the  disbursing 
agent,  together  with  ourselves,  owing  to  the  course  pursued  by  him;  and 
that  now  we  go  west  on  your  requisitions  alone,  and  to  our  certain  know- 
ledge the  Indians  now  in  camp,  together  with  ourselves,  would  not  go  west 
under  the  control  of  said  officer,  and  under  no  other  officer  than  yourselves. 

This  we  present  you  gratuitously  as  a meed  to  merit  and  justice  due,  and 
not  as  a stale  compliment.  Make  such  use  of  it  as  you  think  proper. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  friends, 

BENJAMIN  HURST,  *J2ssisi,  Disburs,  Officer, 

J.  W.  WEAVER,  Assistant  Disbursing  Officer, 
THOMAS  ROBB,  Special  Interpreter. 

A.  GASTIN,  Assist.  Interpreter. 

JOSEPH  BARRON,  Interp,  to  Agency. 

To  Col.  L.  H.  Sands,  Assistant  Agent  removal  of  Pottawatamies, 

(in  charge  of  the  emigrating  band,)  and, 

Gen.  Rudolphus  Schoonover,  Enrolling  Agent. 


Copy^  in  haste,  of  Journal. 

Thursday,  July  4,  1833. 

The  Indians  are  assembling  at  their  camp  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice 
preparatory  to  their  commencement  of  their  journey  west,  and  we  com- 
menced issuing  provisions  to  them  in  full  rations. 

Friday,  bth. — The  Indians  are  nearly  all  assembled  at  this  camp.  We 
issued  their  rations  to  them  in  bulk  for  four  days. 

Saturday,  Qth. — We  are  now  only  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  disbursing 
agent  to  be  ready  to  set  out  on  our  journey  west. 

Sunday,  1th. — Nothing  of  importance  occurred  on  this  day.  The  dis- 
bursing agent  has  not  arrived:  the  Indians  are  anxious  to  set  out;  we  are 
afraid  they  will  become  impatient,  separate  into  small  parties,  and  give  us 
much  trouble  in  collecting  them  again. 

Monday,  Sth. — We  encamped  v;ith  the  Indians  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
to  keep  them  together  till  the  arrival  of  the  disbursing  agent:  the  Indians 
cornmenced  counciling  together,  and  are  evidently  wearied  with  delay  oc- 
casioned in  consequence  of  the  disbursing  agent’s  not  arriving  at  the  time 
appointed. 
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Tuesday^  9/A.— The  Indians  continue  their  council,  and  are  evidently 
growing  more  and  more  impatient  of  delay:  a large  party  which  came  to 
this  camp  with  a view  of  going  west  refused  to  enrol  themselves,  and  say 
they  vvait  no  longer,  but  will  leave  the  camp,  and  go  to  their  hunting 
grounds. 

Wednesday^  IQth. — This  morning  the  party  of  Indians  which,  for  the 
few  days  past,  appeared  to  exhibit  the  greatest  appearance  of  impatience, 
struck  their  tents  and  moved  off.  No  arrangement  that  we  could  offer  could 
detain  them  longer.  The  forenoon  of  this  day  was  passed  in  continuing 
the  council. 

Thursday^  llM.— -On  this  General  Grover,  the  sub-agent,  met  the  In- 
dians at  their  camp  in  council,  and,  after  interchanging  views  with  them  on 
the  subject  of  their  change  of  residence,  the  Indians  remaining  at  camp  ap- 
pear to  be  satisfied  to  wait  a few  days  longer,  and  say  that  they  are  deter- 
mined to  go  to  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  if  they  have  to  go  with- 
out provisions,  or  without  any  person  with  them  to  take  care  of  them. 

Friday,  12M.— The  Indians  remain  at  their  camps:  no  occurrence  of 
importance  took  place. 

Saturday,  13/A. — No  occurrence  of  importance  took  place  this  day.  We 
are  still  looking,  with  intense  anxiety,  for  the  arrival  of  the  disbursing 
agent. 

Sunday,  14/4. — The  Indians,  on  this  day,  performed  religious  cerimo- 
nies  at  the  camp,  and  continue  in  good  spirits,  hourly  expecting  the  arrival 
of  the  disbursing  agent. 

Monday,  15/4. — The  Indians  are  again  becoming  impatient,  but  we  hope 
they  can  be  prevailed  on  to  continue  longer. 

Tuesday,  16/4. — This  morning  a number  of  the  Indians  left  the  camp, 
and  have  gone  to  their  hunting  grounds,  and  we  fear  that  others  will,  in  a 
short  time,  follow,  unless  the  disbursing  agent  shortly  arrives,  and  we  can 
encourage  them  to  set  a day  when  we  will  positively  start.  This  morning, 
the  news  that  the  exploring  band  had  returned,  got  to  our  camp  by  an  Indian, 
with  alarming,  and  no  doubt  exaggerated,  accounts  of  the  cholera  being  at  St. 
Louis,  and  on  the  route  we  expect  to  travel:  this  intelligence  throws  another 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  emigration  in  addition  to  the  many  which  we 
have  already  encountered.  In  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  the  head-men  sent 
for  us  to  meet  them  in  council : we  accordingly  attended.  They  informed 
us  that  they  would  not  listen  to  such  stories,  but  would  go  west,  and  urged 
us  to  start  immediately  with  them. 

Wednesday,  17/4.-— Nothing  of  importance  occurred. 

Thursday,  18/4. — The  sub-agent  visited  the  camp,  and  encouraged  the 
Indians  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  disbursing  officer  to  be  here,  and  be  pa- 
tient: that  in  a few  days  he  would  certain I}^  arrive,  and  then  we  would  start. 

Friday,  19/4. — Nothing  of  importance  occurred  at  camp.  In  the  even- 
ing, an  express  arrived  from  Logansport,  informing  us  of  the  arrival  of  the 
disbursing  officer,  Lieut.  Montgomery.  Col.  Sands  set  out  immediately  to 
have  an  interview,  and  will  return  in  the  morning. 

Saturday,  20/4.— Col.  Sands  returned  to  camp  with  Lieut.  Montgomery, 
who  wishes  to  have  an  interview  or  talk  with  the  head-men  and  chiefs. 
They  were  informed  of  his  request,  but,  before  they  were  ready  to  hear  him, 
the  day  was  so  far  spent  that  the  council  broke  up  without  coming  to  any 
adjustment  of  the  points  submitted. 

Sunday,  2\st, — The  Indians,  as  usual  on  Sabbath,  went  through  their 
religious  ceremonies  in  great  solemnity. 
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Monday^  22d.  Lieut.  Montgomery  visited  the  camp,  and  arrived  at  the 
time  when  Col.  Sands,  the  assistant  agent  in  charge  of  the  emigration,  was 
in  council  with  the  Indians.  He  immedialely  claims  for  himself  the  whole 
control  of  the  emigration — the  preparatory  arrangements,  the  determining 
upon  the  route  and  mode  of  conveyance,  subsistence,  and,  in  fact,  every 
thing  relative  to  the  emigation — which  was  not  conceded  to  him  by  the 
assistant  agents  in  charge.  On  this  subject,  a controversy  took  place  be* 
tween  the  disbursing  agents  and  assistant  agents,  which  was,  however,  ami- 
cably settled  after  the  matter’ was  talked  over  by  the  parties;  but  still  the 
disbursing  officer  is  obnoxious  to  the  Indians  as  well  as  the  officers. 

Tuesday^  23d. — Nothing  of  importance  occurred  at  camp.  This  morn- 
ing a deputation  of  Indians  was  to  start  to  Iroquois  to  join  Schoonover,  for 
the  Indians  there,  postponed  until  Thursday  the  2^th.  This  morning  Gen- 
eral Schoonover,  JB.  Hurst,  assistant  disbursing  officer,  and  the  interpreter, 
started  for  the  Iroquois  with  a part  of  the  Indians,  to  get  their  baggage  and 
make  receipts. 

Mr.  Robb,  our  interpreter,  is  at  camp.  Capt.  Weaver  is  assisting  to  get 
teams:  one  wagon  has  gone  to  camp,  and  we  expect  to  start  in  the  morning. 
The  party  which  went  to  Iroquois  is  to  meet  us  at  Danville,  Illinois — is 
eleven  days  from  here. 

(A  true  copy.) 


Washington  Arsenal,  March  12,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  learned  that  agents  from  among  the  officers  of  the  army  are 
to  be  appointed  to  provision  the  Choctaw  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi: 
having  been  twice  in  that  country,  and  that  under  such  circumstances  as  to 
enable  me  to  obtain  a good  knowdedge  of  it,  if  my  services  could  be  of  any 
advantage  on  this  duty,  I would  like  to  be  employed  on  it.  I therefore 
wish  to  be  considered  as  an  applicant  for  this  duty. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  R.  RYAN, 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  Limtenant  1^^  Artillery. 

C.  G.  S.f  Washington  City, 


Fort  Smith,  June  5,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  forward  returns  and  vouchers  for  the 
months  of  April  and  May. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  mention  my  having  received  your  com- 
munication relative  to  forwarding  a hundred  barrels  of  pork  from  Cant. 
Gibson  to  this  place.  I have  transmitted  it  to  Lieutenant  Carter,  who  is 
V now  assistant  commissary -at  Cant.  Gibson,  requesting  him  to  attend  to  it.  I 
am  now  expecting  it  here. 

The  buildings  I am  repairing  here  for  store-houses  will  hold,  when  finish- 
ed, about  4,500  bushels  of  corn,  and  meat  and  salt  in  proportion.  As  I 
presume  Captain  Clark  has  informed  you  of  the  dilapidated  condition  in 
which  we  found  the  barracks  at  this  place,  comment  on  my  part  will  be  un- 
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necessary;  but  I will  add  that,  unless  I am  authorized  to  purchase  plank  for 
flooring,  &c.,  (for  I have  the  means,)  I shall  be  obliged  soon  to  stop  work 
for  the  want  of  material. 

I have  not  heard  from  Captain  Clark  since  he  left  this  place,  and  know 
not  where  he  is;  otherwise  I would  apply  to  him. 

Several  of  the  store  rooms  are  finished  except  flooring  and  doors. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  Lieut., 
Commanding  detachment  1th  Infantry » 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S , Washington  City, 


Fort  Smith,  July  6,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  forward  a monthly  return  for  June, 
and  an  account  current  for  the  2d  quarter  1831. 

I am  perfectly  at  a loss,  sir,  how  to  render  my  accounts,  situated  as  I am, 
repairing  buildings,  &c.  My  duties  must  necessarily  belong  to  the  Quar- 
termaster’s Department;  but  from  the  order  given  Captain  Clark,  (under 
whose  orders  I am  acting,)  I suppose  all  duties  and  contingent  expenses  be- 
long to  your  department;  though,  from  the  primary  intention  of  having 
the  barracks  repaired  for  store-houses  for  the  Choctaws,  it  might  naturally 
be  presumed  that  all  expenses,  &c.,  should  be  incurred  by  the  Indian  De- 
partment. In  one  instance  in  my  account,  as  you  will  perceive,  I have 
charged  to  your  department;  but  there  are  some  debts  I have  not  paid,  such 
as  hauling  materials  for  the  repairs,  &c.  Please  to  set  me  right  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I have  not  heard  from  Captain  Clark  since  he  left  this  place;  and  at  Col. 
Arbuckle’s  order,  I shall  send  back  to  Cant.  Gibson  the  command  I have 
here,  except  a corporal  and  four  men,  who  will  be  sufficient  to  finish  the 
store-houses,  when  I am  authorized  to  purchase  plank  for  flooring. 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  date  when  I received  your  letter  concernr 
ing  a mistake  of  ten  gallons  of  vinegar  when  acting  assistant  commissary 
at  Cant.  Gibson,  that  it  came  too  late  to  rectify  the  error,  but,  from  the  con- 
tinual freezing  and  thawing  of  the  vinegar,  more  than  that  quantity  must 
have  been  lost;  no  loss  of  which  had  been  reported  by  me  during  the 
winter. 

I am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  Lieut,, 

Acting  Assistant  Commis^y  Subsistence,  1th  Infantry, 
General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  August  18,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I arrived  at  this  place  on  the 
12th  instant,  and,  in  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  your  office, 
reported  in  person  to  Captain  J.  B.  Clark,  general  superintendent  removing 
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and  subsisting  Indians.  Captain  C.  has,  for  some  time  past,  been  quite  un- 
well, and  is  now  laboring  under  a severe  attack  of  fever.  He  requests  me 
to  state  to  you  that  he  shall,  for  the  time,  turn  over  to  me  such  public  funds 
as  he  may  have  in  his  hands,  that  I may  attend  to  such  disbursements  as  the 
nature  of  this  service  may  require. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

■S.  V.  R.  RYAN,  Lieut.  \st  Eeg.  Jlrt.j 
Jlgent  in  removing  and  provisioning  Lidians, 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.j  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  %dugust  19,  1831. 

Sir  I In  compliance  with  a request  from  Capt.  Clark,  he,  by  my  hand, 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  your  communications  of  the  21st,  23d,  and  25th 
of  July,  with  their  respective  enclosures,  and,  agreeable  to  your  direction, 
furnishes  you  with  the  dates  of  all  letters  received  from  your  office  since 
his  arrival  in  this  Territory.  They  are  as  follows:  31st  March,  1831;  5th, 
8th,  16th,  20th,  and  27th  of  April,  1831;  4th,  ^llth,  24th,  and  28th  of 
June,  1831;  9th  and  19th  July,  1831.  The  date  with  this  mark(*)  was 
no  doubt  intended  for  the  21st  of  June,  as  a letter  bearing  that  date  has 
often  been  referred  to  in  your  communications,  and  the  above  was  post- 
marked on  the  22d  of  June. 

Captain  Clark  requests  me  to  state  that  his  laboring  under  an  attack  of 
bilious  fever  has  rendered  it  necessary  that  he  should  employ  this  method 
of  answering  your  communications. 

Very  respectfully, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  R.  RYAN, 
Lieutenant  1st  *drtUkrym 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,y  Washington  City, 


Fort  Smith,  »dugust  4,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  forward  a monthly  return  and  ab- 
stract of  issues  to  the  troops  retained  at  this  place,  for  completing  the  repairs 
of  the  barracks  for  Indian  store-houses. 

I have  at  length  received  a letter  from  Captain  Clark  at  Little  Rock,  A. 
T.,  which  conveys  the  information  of  his  ignorance  as  regards  the  inten- 
tion of  Government  with  respect  to  this  place. 

I have  been  looking  anxiously,  for  some  time,  for  permission  to  purchase 
the  proper  materials  for  repairing  this  place,  but  as  yet  in  vain. 

Captain  Clark,  with  his  orders  to  repair  the  barracks  here  for  Choctaw 
and  Chickasaw  store-houses,  did  not,  and  it  appears  does  not  consider  hirn- 
self  authorized  to  purchase  plank,  without  which  the  store-houses  cannot  be 
completed.  Pardon  me,  sir,  when  I add,  had  I received  such  orders,  I 
should  have  considered  them  as  embracing  all  contingent  expenses,  and 
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acted  accordingly.  The  store-houses  would  have  been  finished,  but,  as 
Captain  Clark  delegated  the  order  to  me,  I cannot  imagine  that  I am  privi- 
leged to  exceed  the  bounds  prescribed  to  himself:  moreover,  such  an  idea 
may  he  the  result  of  an  erroneous  judgment,  founded  upon  inexperience  in 
such  matters  generally. 

I have  made  out,  but  with  difficulty,  to  repair  rooms  enough  to  store  about 
one  thousand  five  hundred  bushels  of  corn — salt  and  pork  in  proportion,  and 
I am  afraid  now  that  the  time  has  passed  when  plank  could  have  been  pur- 
chased; but,  when  I obtain  permission,  I will  endeavor  to  purchase. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Li,  commanding  detachment^  Ji,  Ji,  Commissary. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  WcLshington  City, 

P.  S.  I have  issued  more  salt  and  vinegar  to  the  troops  than  I am  accoun- 
table for;  but  these  were  an  overplus  resulting  from  daily  issues. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  315^  Jlugust^  18317 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a contract  entered  into 
on  the  25th  instant,  by  which,  under  certain  conditions  in  it  expressed, 
such  Indians  as  may  pass  this  place  before  the  first  of  March,  1832,  are  to 
be  provisioned  as  well  as  the  teamsters  and  teams  employed  on  that  duty. 
With  the  contract  are  all  of  the  original  bids,  together  with  one  of  each  of 
the  papers  published  at  this  place,  and  through  which  the  proposals  for  their 
provisions  were  advertised. 

Captain  Clark  requests  me  to  say  that  he  is  recovering,  but  is  not  as  yet 
able  to  write.  He  has  not,  since  his  sickness  commenced,  left  his  room, 
(now  seventeen  days.)  He  is  now  able  to  sit  up  for  a few  minutes  at  a 
time. 

All  the  horses  and  oxen  required  are  purchased;  also,  the  number  of  team- 
sters wanted  are  employed, 

I returned  the  day  before  yesterday  from  a Mr.  Evans’s  in  the  Big  prai- 
rie, (forty-seven  miles  from  here,)  with  him.  I made  an  arrangement  to 
board  the  ox-drivers:  the  oxen  can  do  very  well  in  the  prairie;  the  grass  is 
as  yet  very  good,  the  season  having  been  very  wet  and  cool. 

The  horses,  generally  speaking,  are  tolerably  good.  I think  that,  if  we 
could  have  an  artillery  travelling  forge  sent  on,  it  would  be  of  great  assist- 
ance. There  are  many  parts  of  this  Territory  where  the  teams  will  be  oblig- 
ed to  go  as  much  as  fifty  miles  without  finding  a blacksmith,  and  then  pro- 
bably one  who  would  be  quite  ignorant  of  his  business.  Twenty  of  the 
wagons  purchased  are  large,  and  the  small  bolts  of  those  will  be  apt  to  break. 
The  horses  will  often  lose  their  shoes  also.  A light  forge  would  be  best  in 
this  country  because  of  the  roads  not  being  very  good. 

Very  respectfully, 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  R.  RYAN,  Lt.  I5/  BegmH  ArVy, 

Jlgenti  and  Acting  Gen.  Sup^nt  in  removal  and  Sub.  Indians. 
General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  2d  September,  1831. 
Sir:  Herewith  I have  Ihe  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a letter  to  Major  J.  H. 
Hook,  United  States’  army;  also,  a copy  of  a letter  received  yesterday  from 
Colonel  Greenwood  Leflore,  chief  of  Choctaw  nation. 

Very  respectfully,  I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  R.fRYAN,  Lt.  1st  RegHM^y, 
Agent,  and  Acting  Gen,  SupH  in  remH  and  Sub.  Indians, 
General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  fVashington  City. 


“ Copy  of  a tetter  from  Colonel  Leflore,  chief  of  Choctaw  nation,  to 
Captain  J.  B,  Clark,  general  superintendent  in  removing  and  sub- 
sisting Indians.^^ 

Big  Sand,  Choctaw  Country,  Atugust  12,  1831. 

Dear  Sir:  I have  received  a communication  from  Major  J.  H.  Hook, 
Acting  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  under  date  of  23d  June,  re- 
questing me  to  open  a correspondence  with  you  on  the  topics  contained  in 
that  communication  which  relates  to  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw  people. 
He  authorized  me,  among  other  things,  to  apply  to  you  for  wagons,  if  need- 
ed on  this  side  the  Mississippi  river,  to  commence  the  removal.  As  no  de- 
finite instructions  have  ^ been  given  by  the  General  Government  with  res- 
pect to  the  plan  of  commencing  the  removal,  and  no  agents  appointed  to 
superintend  it  on  this  side  the  river,  I have  thought  it  most  advisable  to 
request  you  to  visit  this  country;  and,  from  your  own  inspection,  to  direct 
such  movements  as  you  deem  most  expedient,  so  far  as  your  agency  is  ex- 
pected to  be  exerted. 

I should  be  very  happy  to  see  you,  and  to  render  you  every  service  in  my 
power.  If  you  should  deem  it  unncessary  to  come,  or  find  it  impracticable 
on  account  of  your  engagements  west,  I shall  be  very  happy  at  all  times  to 
give  you  such  information  as  you  may  request,  and  to  render  you  any  aid 
which  you  may  think  proper  to  command. 

I remain,  Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GREENWOOD  LEFLORE, 
Chief  of  Choctaw  Nation. 

To  Captain  J.  B.  Clark. 

True  copy : 

S.  V.  R.  RYAN,  Lieutenant  Artillery. 


Little  Rock,  August  23,  1831. 

Sir:  I had  the  honor  this  day  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  26th  July, 
enclosing  the  appointment  of  special  agent  of  the  War  Department  to  aid 
in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  emigrating  Choctaws  w^est  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

This  appointment  I accept,  and  herewith  resign  the  office  of  sub-agent  to 
the  Quapaw’  Indians;  and,  according  to  your  instructions,  I have  this  day 
reported  myself  to  Captain  Clark  for  duty. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

General  George  Gibson,  WH.  RECTOR. 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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Fort  Smith,  September  6, 1831. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  a return  and  abstract  of  issues 
to  the  command  at  this  place  for  the  month  of  August  last. 

Perhaps  making  here  a few  observations  may  not  be  irrelative  to  your 
information  concerning  this  place,  as  I have  been  informed  by  the  Choctaw 
Indians,  a few  of  whom  have  already  settled  in  this  neighborhood,  that 
about  one  thousand  four  hundred  of  their  nation  will  locate  themselves  in 
this  vicinity  next  winter. 

Captain  McClellan,  sub-agent  for  the  Choctaws,  has  returned  to  this  place 
some  time  since,  and  has  informed  me  of  his  intention  to  build  a ware-house, 
to  keep  Indian  stores  in,  at  his  place,  eighteen  miles  from  hence,  and  now 
called  Choctaw  Agency.  We  have  here  a building  (the  old  commissary 
store,)  situated  upon  the  bank  of  the  river,  admirably  well  calculated  for  that 
purpose,  which  I could  repair  with  comparatively  little  expense  to  Govern- 
ment, provided  its  location  does  not  debar  its  being  made  use  of  for  that  in- 
tention for  the  Choctaws. 

Two-thirds  of  the  time  since  I have  been  here,  as  is  the  case  at  present, 
the  Arkansas  river  has  been  navigable  for  steamboats  to  the  bank  where  this 
house  stands,  and  not  fifty  yards  further.  Moreover,  this  building  was  for- 
merly made  use  of  for  that  purpose,  and  is  upon  the  Indian  land,  within  one 
hundred  yards  of  the  barracks.  I think  it  is  in  better  preservation  than  the 
barracks,  but  unless  attended  to,  in  one  year,  more  or  less,  it  will  fall  from 
the  giving  way  of  the  cellar. 

I am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  Lieut. ^ 

%fi.  C,  Subsistence. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  Oct,  6,  1831. 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  to  you  my  accounts  as  agent  in  removing  and  sub- 
sisting Indians  for  the  third  quarter  of  the  present  year,  together  with  my 
account  current  for  the  second  quarter  of  the  same,  and  for  the  same  service. 
Very  respectfully, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  R.  RYAN,  Lieut.  \st  JRegH  ^rfry, 
and  Jigent  in  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Cantonment  Towson,  Sept.  2ly  1831. 

Sir:  I have  known  Lieut.  Cobb,  the  gentleman  who  makes  the  enclosed 
application,  for  some  time.  He  has  been  stationed  in  this  country,  and  is 
well  acquainted  with  it.  He  is  of  a hardy  constitution,  and  I think  that  he 
will  be  a very  proper  person  for  the  duty  for  which  he  is  now  soliciting. 
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The  letter  which  I received  from  you,  whilst  I was  at  Albany,  induced 
nme  to  mention  that  there  would  probably  be  a demand  for  more  assistants. 

I leave  here  in  a few  hours  on  my  return  to  Little  Rock.  I have  been 
employed  in^  selecting  sights  for  depositing  provisions  between  this  and  that 
place.  Lieut.  Stephenson  is  wejl,  as  are  all  the  officers  at  this  post. 

I shall.endeavor  to  write  you  more  fully  on  my  return  to  the  Rock. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  fjriend  and  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  R.  RYAN. 

Major  J.  H.  Hook. 


Camp  Phcenix,  Sept,  20,  1831. 

Sir;  If  you  require  more  officers  as  assistants  in  removing  the  Choctaw 
Indians  to  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  I would  respectfully  request  that  this 
may  be  considered  an  application  on  ray  part  for  that  duty. 

I have  been  in  this  country  foK'  some  time,  and  am  well  acquainted  with 
the  country  and  its  inhabitants.  I was  stationed  at  this  post  previous  to  its 
abandonment  in  1829. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Major  Hook.  T.  K.  COBB. 


Fort  Smith,  Oct,  26,  1831. 

Sir;  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  forward  a returiifor  September,  and  ari 
account  current  for  third  quarter  of  1831.-  For  the  last  four  weeks  I have 
been  sick  with  the  bilious  fever,  but  am  now  convalescing;  this  of  course 
has  delayed  my  accounts. 

Every  farmer  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place  has  raised  corn,  under  the  ex- 
pectation of  finding  a market  for  it  when  the  Indians  come  on.  The  past 
season  was  VQvy  propitious  to  cultivation  in  this  region,  so  that  you  may  rely 
upon  the  fact  that  one  hundred  thousand  bushels  can  be  obtained  and  deli- 
vered at  fhi4  place  at  seventy-five  cents  per  bushel,  or  any  lesser  quantity  can 
be  gotten  in  the  neighborhood;  at  fifty  cents. 

The  citizens  and  Indians  on  Retl  rivet*  say,  if  Government  do  not,  they 
' will  open  a road  from  Fort  Towson  to  fhjs  place. 

A road  from. this  place  to  the  Choctaw  Agency  direct  can  be  made  by 
five  men  in  a week,  which  would  shorten  the  distance  (eighteen  miles,)  to 
between  ten  and  thirteen,  and  be  infinitely  superior  to  the  present  route, 
which  is  rocky  and  hilly;  it  is  much  desired  by  parties  concerned. 

Finally,  sir,  I have  taken  great  trouble  to  repair  the  buildings  here,  and 
have  been  convinced,  from  circumstances,  that  no  sooner  shall  the  military 
turn  their  backs  upon  this  place  than  it  will  be  demolished.  But,  sir,  while 
I remain  here,  if  there  is,  or  should  be,^  any  office  or  appointment  in  your 
power,  wherein  I might  be  serviceable,  please  not  let  my  want  of  applica- 
tion debar  me  from  it. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  Lieut,  ^ 

A,  C,  Sub,,U,  S,  Ji. 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.y  Washington  City, 
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Fort  Smith,  Nov»  6,  183L 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  a return  and  abstract  for  Oc- 
tober, 1831. 

I have  been  called  upon  repeatedly  by  the  sub-agent  for  the  Choctaws  to 
supply  those  Indians  with  provisions.  There  is  a difficulty  for  them  to  get 
food,  especially  when  the  sub-agent  is  elsewhere  on  duty,  and  when  having 
come  over  from  Red  river  in  numbers. 

We  have  quite  certain  intelligence  that  there  will  be  a body  of  the  Choc- 
taws here  next  month,  intending  to  settle;  but  as  yet  there  has  been  no  ar- 
rangement to  supply  them,  except  the  one  hundred  barrels  of  pork  on  hand. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  Lieut 

A,  Ji,  e.  Suh.  U,  S,  Ji. 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C\  G,  /S'.,  Washington  City, 


In  Senate  of  the  United  States,  January  12, 1832. 

Lesolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  report 
to  the  Senate  the  names  of  all  agents,  sub-agents,  and  others,  employed 
among  the  Indians,  or  in  any  manner  connected  with  Indian  affairs,  since  the 
passage  of  the  ‘‘act  to  provide  for  an  exchange  of  lands  with  the  Indians  re- 
siding within  any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  and  for  their  removal  west  of 
the  Mississippi’^ — approved  28th  May,  1830,  the  time  in  which,  and  places 
where,  they  have  been  employed,  the  amount  of  public  money  disbursed  by 
each,  with  the  amount  remaining  in  their  hands,  and  what  compensation  has 
been  allowed  to  each  person  so  employed. 

nditest:  WALTER  LOWRIE,  Secretary. 

Treasury  Department, 

Second  Auditor^ s Office^  Jan.  14,  1832. 

The  Second  Auditor  presents  his  respects  to  the  Commissary  General  of 
Subsistence,  and  respectfully  requests  that  he  will  furnish  him  with  all  the 
information  in  his  office  required  by  the  within  resolution  of  the  Senate. 


Big  Antoine  Bayou,  Arkansas  Ter.,  11/A  Jan.,  1832. 

Sir:  On  my  arrival  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory,  in  charge  of  a 
part}^  of  emigrating  Choctaws,  on  the  21st  ultimo,  I did  not  make  out  my 
quarterly  return  for  the  last  quarter  of  1831,  on  account  of  being  ordered 
to  leave  that  place  before  the  end  of  the  quarter,  and  also,  from  my  having 
burnt  my  right  hand  so  badly  as  to  render  it  very  painful  indeed  for  me  to 
write.  On  the  road  there  are  no  conveniences  for  making  out  accounts.  I 
shall,  therefore,  not  be  able  to  forward  my  accounts  until  I return  from 
Kiamichi,  which  I shall  then  immediately  do. 

I have  all  the  proper  vouchers  for  my  disbursements  in  charge  of  Captain 
Brown,  at  the  Rock.  I hope  that  this  will  be  considered  by  you  as  a suf- 
ficient excuse  for  my  failure  in  rendering  my  accounis  as  required  by  re- 


ft 


827 


[ 512  ] 

gulations.  I am  now  detained  by  high  waters,  and  have  been  for  the  last 
four  days.  I hope  to  get  away  to-morrow.  I shall  do  so  if  possible.  I 
am  now  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Washington.  Harkins’s  party  of  about 
one  thousand  emigrants  arrived  there  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Y.  R.  RYAN,  Zieuf,  U, 

^gt.  in  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians* 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.y  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  I9th  January^  1832. 

Sir:  I arrived  at  this  place  on  the  16th  instant,  (in  the  steamboat  Rein- 
deer,) with  near  twelve  hundred  of  the  emigrating  Choctaws.  About  three 
hundred  of  this  party  are  now  on  the  way  by  land  from  the  Post  of  Ark- 
ansas. I look  for  them  here  in  three  or  four  days,  when  I shall  proceed  with 
the  whole  party  to  the  new  country  on  Red  river. 

I hope  you  will  excuse  me  for  not  having  forwarding  my  accounts  be- 
fore this;  as  it  has  been  almost  impossible  for  me  to  do  so,  since  I left  this 
for  Vicksburg,  being  all  the  time  on  a steamboat  crowded  with  Indians,  or 
in  a small  tent  with  both  eyes  shut  with  smoke.  I will,  however,  make  all 
the  returns  to  your  office,  so  soon  as  time  can  be  allowed  me  so  to  do. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WH.  RECTOR, 

Special  *Bgent  in  rem,  and  sub,  of  Indians, 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,,  Washington  City, 


In  House  op  Representatives,  26,  1832. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  in- 
form this  House  whether  any  part,  and  (if  any,)  what  amount  of  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  appropriated  by  the  act  approved  May  28, 
1830,  entitled  “ An  act  to  provide  for  an  exchange  of  lands  with  the  In- 
dians residing  in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  and  for  their  removal 
west  of  the  river  Mississippi,^’  has  been  expended,  and  the  particular  ob- 
jects to  which  such  expenditures  have  been  applied;  the  names  of  the  agents 
who  have  been  employed  in  the  execution  of  the  aforesaid  act;  the  duties 
specifically  required  of,  and  the  instructions  given  to  them,  and  the  compen- 
sation paid,  or  to  be  paid  to  them  respectively;  also,  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tracts (if  any  have  been  made)  for  the  removal  of  any  Indians  in  pursuance 
of  said  act,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  with  whom  such  contracts  have 
been  made,  and  the  time  when,  and  the  place  where  made. 

MW.  ST.  CLAIR  CLARKE, 

Clerk  Ho.  of  Reps, 
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Fort  Smith,  January  27,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  send  enclosed  a monthly  return  for 
December,  and  an  account  current  for  fourth  quarter  1831. 

1 have  lately  returned  from  Little  Rock,  (which  has  delayed  my  accounts 
a little,)  where  I have  been  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  funds,  and  convers- 
ing with  Captain  Brown,  agent  for  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  con- 
cerning this  place.  He  has  directed  me  to  repair  the  old  commissary  store, 
recommended  some  time  since;  and  I have  called  on  the  officer  commanding 
Cantonment  Gibson  Tor  a detail  of  ten  men  for  that  purpose,  in  virtue 
of  the  order  placing  me  here. 

I am  now  issuing  to  forty-seven  Indians,  and  there  are  more  than  five 
hundred  within  ninety  miles  of  this  place.  There  is  much  greater  difficulty 
in  issuing  to  Indians,  on  account  of  their  irregularity,  than  soldiers.  And 
when  those  arrive  who  are  looked  for  now,  as  the  river  admits  of  naviga- 
tion, a clerk  will  be  indispensable,  as  well  as  a proper  non-commissioned 
officer  or  other  person  to  assist  in  weighing  and  measuring.  The  five  hun- 
dred Indians  mentioned  were  brought  up  to  the  place  they  now  are  by  a 
steamboat. 

Major  Armstrong  will  be  here  in  a very  few  days,  (the  agent  for  the  Choc- 
taws:) he  is  on  his  way,  I believe,  from  Little  Rock. 

I have  some  trouble  in  issuing  to  Indians  on  account  of  their  having  ob- 
tained whiskey  in  the  neighborhood,  and  not  coming  properly  for  their 
rations. 

I shall  take  the  liberty  of  warning  the  stores  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
every  offence  I shall  henceforth  prosecute. 

I find  a horse  indispensable,  and  sometimes  two,  though,  if  allowed  forage 
for  my  own,  one  more  will  answer. 

Captain  Brown  requested  me  to  mention  the  subject  of  my  extra  pay  to 
you:  a consideration  thereof  will  oblige  me. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  Lieut,  j and  AssH  Agent. 
For  rein,  and  sub,  ofind’s,  A,  A,  C.  S.  U.  S,  A. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Fort  Smith,  February  7,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  send  enclosed  a monthly  return  and  abstract  of 
issues  for  the  month  of  January,  1832. 

I request,  sir,  some  information  regarding  the  compensation  of  soldiers; 
those  engaged  in  assisting  to  measure  corn,  &c.  for  the  Indians;  and  what 
allowance  per  diem,  and  from  whence  the  extra  pay  of  those  engaged  in 
building  is  to  be  derived.  Major  Armstrong,  (Choctaw  agent)  is  now  at  this' 
place. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  Lieut,, 

A.  A.  C.  Subsistence  and  removal  of  Indians. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  March  12,  1832. 

Sir:  I herewith  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  my  accounts  for  dis- 
bursements, &c.,  as  agent  for  the  United  States  in  removing  and  subsisting 
Indians  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  last  year,  (1831.) 

Very  respectfully, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  R.  RYAN,  Lieut  U,  S.  S.,, 
and  Jigent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G,  /S'.,  Washington^  B,  C, 


Fort  Smith,  March  7,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  forward,  enclosed,  a monthly  return  and  abstract 
of  issues  for  February,  1832. 

I have,  through  the  direction  of  Captain  Brown  at  Little  Rock,  com- 
menced repairing  the  old  commissary  store  here,  and  am  happy  to  find 
that  the  Choctaw  agent.  Major  Armstrong,  coincides  in  the  opinion  of  the 
great  utility  of  that  building. 

There  are  five  hundred  and  thirty-six  Choctaw  Indians  in  the  vicinity  ol 
this  place,  to  whom  I am  issuing.  They  are  settling  widely  apart,  and  of 
course  wish  their  provisions  carried  to  their  sections  of  country.  As  far  as 
is  consistent  with  the  interest  of  Government  and  their  convenience,  I in- 
tend so  to  do,  and  will  endeavor  to  get  them  into  such  views  by  counselling 
them. 

My  next  place  of  issue  will  be  at  the  Choctaw  Agency,  (so  called  at  pre- 
sent) eighteen  miles  from  this  place,  which  is  according  to  the  request  of  the 
agent.  Major  Armstrong,  and  my  own  view  on  that  subject. 

The  following  items  may  not  be  amiss: 

Could  a small  steamboat  of  peculiar  construction  be  made  or  purchased, 
of  but  shallow  draught,  to  run  up  the  Arkansas  and  Porto  rivers,  it  would 
save  thousands  of  dollars  to  Government. 

When  a boat  can  reach  this  place,  she  can  proceed  with  equal  facility  due 
south  twenty.five  miles  up  the  Porto,  to  within  about  five  days’ journey,  for 
a team,  to  Fort  Towson. 

The  Porto  is  a deep  and  beautiful,  though  narrow  stream,  and  would  re- 
require a steamboat  of  a construction  accordingly.  Had  I not  made  myself 
both  theoretically  and  practically  acquainted  with  these  rivers,  steam  engines, 
and  boats,  I would  not  thus  hazard  an  opinion,  but  reflection  has  rendered 
me  confident  of  the  facts  illustrated. 

Hitherto  I have  prevented  all  boats  landing  whiskey  within  the  Indian 
boundary  line:  please  to  instruct  me  on  that  point. 

I am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Lieut,  y Commissay'y  Subsistence, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.y  Washington.,  D,  C, 
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Fort  Smith,  v?/?n7  10,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a return  for  March,  and  an 
account  current  for  first  quarter  of  1832. 

I am  now  provisioning  five  hundred  and  nineteen  Choctaw  Indians,  who 
have  settled  themselves  in  the  neighborhood,  and  have  gone  to  farming. 
They  appear  much  pleased  with  the  country,  and  satisfied.  There  are  in 
this  vicinity  five  hundred  and  forty-one,  but  the  year’s  provision  of  some 
has  expired. 

If  the  route  through  this  place  should  be  determined  upon  in  the  next 
emigration  of  Indians,  early  information  to  me  would  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  removal,  and  saving  to  the  Government. 

Every  act  of  cunning  is  put  in  requisition  to  elude  discovery  of  selling 
whiskey  to  Indians  by  all  the  merchants  here,  except  one,  (Colonel  Mapes, 
and  hundreds  of  gallons  leave  here  almost  daily  for  the  Indian  nations;  the 
merchant  making  the  Indian  an  agent  for  his  illicit  trade.  Were  I author- 
ized to  seize  all  the  whiskey  brought  to  this  place  over  the  line  into  the  In- 
dian country,  though  brought  by  an  Indian,  it  would  give  a little  check, 
lam,  sir. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Lieut,,  A,  A,  C.  S, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.)  Washington  City, 


Fort  Smith,  May  10,  1832. 

Sir:  Please  to  instruct  me  what  my  per  diem  allowance  is  for  my  services 
as  assistant  agent  for  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Lieut,,  A,  A,  C,  S,  1th  Iinfantry, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  May  2,  1832. 

Sir:  I herewith  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  my  accounts  as  agent 
in  removing  and  subsisting  Indians  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1832. 
Very  respectfully, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  R.  RYAN,  Lieut,, 

Agent  in  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 
General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  May  19,  1832. 
Sir:  I enclose  to  you  my  account  current,  abstracts  of  purchases,  abstracts 
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of  disbursements  on  account  of  contingencies,  and  their  vouchers,  together 
with  abstract  of  issues,  and  return  of  provisions  for  the  third  and  fourth 
quarters  of  1831,  and  first  quarter  of  1832. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  RECTOR, 

Special  gent  for  removal  and  suh,  of  Indians. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.f  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Fort  Smith,  June  10,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  a monthly  return  for  May, 
1832. 

As  regards  the  100  barrels  of  pork  turned  over  to  Indian  Department, 
according  to  instructions  of  12th  of  August,  1831,  received  from  you,  I re- 
ferred to  the  superintendent  of  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  at  Little 
Rock  for  its  disposal,  and  received  verbal  instructions  from  him  to  issue  it 
to  Choctaw  Indians  as  they  arrived  here  in  detached  parties.  This  I attempt- 
ed to  do,  but  the  Indians  refused  to  take  it,  “ alleging  it  was  spoiled,  and 
had  been  condemned  at  Cantonment  Gibson.’’ 

This  pork  was  old  when  it  was  shipped  for  this  place  from  Cantonment 
Gibson,  some  of  which  had  been  brought  there  by  Lieutenant  Colquhoun 
four  or  five  years  since. 

1 do  not  remember  that  this  pork  was  ever  condemned,  as  I have  under- 
stood of  seventy-eight  barrels  recently  received  from  Lieutenant  Carter  at 
Fort  Gibson,  but  its  age  certainly  displaces  it  from  the  line  of  good  meat — 
it  is  spoiled  in  no  other  way.  But  the  Indian,  unaccustomed  to  this  kind  of 
provision,  is  credulous  to  the  reports  of  citizens  who  have  cattle  to  dispose 
of,  and  I thought  it  unadvisable,  at  that  time,  to  prejudice  the  emigrants 
against  the  good  faith  of  the  Government  by  forcing  it  on  them. 

It  was  at  the  Choctaw  Agency  that  I first  heard  a portion  of  pork  sent 
'down  had  been  condemned  at  Fort  Gibson,  and  it  is  an  unfortunate  circum- 
stance that  the  deliberations  of  a board  of  inspection  at  that  post  should  be  so 
promulgated;  for  it  not  only  renders  the  Indian  suspicious  of  the  object  of 
Government,  but  is  calculated  to  cause  them  to  refuse  provision  of  that  kind, 
even  though  it  be  good,  and  to  engender  hostile  feelings  to  the  country  which 
has  promised  for  a while  to  support  them . 

A portion  of  this  pork  I will  yet  endeavor  to  issue,  and  will  suggest  the 
propriety  of  an  immediate  disposal  of  the  remainder  by  sale  or  otherwise,  as 
every  day  adds  to  its  disreputable  quality. 

As  I am  at  a loss  what  to  do  with  this  meat,l  have  concluded  it  is  best  to 
take  it  up  again  on  my  monthly  returns,  until  such  time  when  it  will  please 
you  further  to  advise  me. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  Lieut.,  A.  A.  C.  Sub., 
and  Agent  for  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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War  Departmenti  Jiugust  3, 1832. 

Sir:  I ask  your  attention  to  the  annexed  extracts  of  the  instructions  from 
this  department  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  hold  Indian  treaties,  &c., 
west  of  the  Mississippi  ri¥er. 

Twenty  flags  and  three  boxes  of  medals  will  accompany  this  note,  and  I 
have  to  request  that  you  will  give  the  necessary  order  for  their  transporta- 
tion to  Fort  Gibson,  and,  also,  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  direction  in  the  first 
extract. 

I am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ROBB, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Wan 

Acting  Com.  Gen.  op  Subsistence. 

‘^The  assistant  commissary  at  Fort  Gibson  will  be  directed  to  issue  such 
supplies  of  provisions  to  the  Indians  as  you  may  require.  But  it  is  not  thought 
that  these  need  be  very  extensive,  as  it  will  not  be  expedient  to  collect  the 
Indians  from  a considerable  distance  at  that  point.’^ 

A number  of  medals  and  flags  for  Indian  chiefs  and  warriors  will  be  sent 
to  the  assistant  commissary  at  Fort  Gibson,  to  be  placed  at  your  disposal.’^ 


Little  Roce,  Jui^  21,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  my  account  current  for  the  quarter  ending 
the  21st  of  July,  1832. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WH.  RECTOR, 

Special  Agent  for  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City. 


War  Department,  August  27,  1832. 

Sir:  I enclose  extract  of  a letter  addressed,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  to  Colonel  James  B.  Gardiner,  from  which  you  will  learn  what  pow- 
ers have  been  entrusted  to  him  as  the  special  agent  for  removing  the  Indians 
from  Ohio. 

I have  to  request  that  you  will  forward  to  Lieutenant  Lane  instructions 
drawn  up  in  conformity  with  the  enclosed  letter,  that  the  contemplated 
changes  in  the  mode  of  effecting  the  removal  may  go  into  operation  without 
delay. 

I am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ROBB, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

■ Major  J.  H.  Hook,  A.  C.  G.  S. 

P.  S.  Have  the  goodness  to  furnish  me  with  a copy  of  the  letter  to  J. 
B.  Gardiner,  dated  28th  June. 
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War  Department,  September  1,  1832. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  3 1st  ultimo,  I have  to  state  that  Major 
Ouy  W.  Pool  was  appointed  an  assistant  to  Colonel  Gardiner  on  the  9th 
instant. 

The  copy  of  Lieutenant  Lane’s  letter  will  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ROBB, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Major  James  H.  Hook,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 


Virginia  Hot  Springs,  September  11,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  to  report  to  you  that  I am  now  at  the  Springs  from  which 
this  is  dated,  in  conformity  with  the  advice  of  the  physician  who  attended 
me  at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs  during  an  attack  of  bilious  fever.  This 
fever,  I presume,  was  occasioned  by  my  exposure  of  the  last  year  in  Arkan- 
sas. A.S  soon  as  I shall  feel  myself  sufficiently  restored  to  do  so  with  safety, 
I shall  leave  this  place  for  Washington  City,  where  I shall  report  to  you  in 
person.  Very  respectfully, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


S.  V.  R.  RYAN, 
Lieutenant  U.  S.  Artillery. 


White  Sulphur  Springs,  September  5,  1832. 

I certify  that  Lieutenant  Ryan,  of  the  United  States’  army,  has  been  de- 
tained at  this  place,  by  a bilious  fever,  for  about  four  weeks,  which  was  of 
so  aggravated  a type  as  to  prevent  his  travelling  for  that  period.  I have 
been  his  attending  physician.  He  leaves  this  place  for  the  Hot  Springs,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  the  baths,  in  conformity  with  my  advice. 

P.  B.  TINDALL,  M.  B. 

I certify  that  the  above  is  a true  copy  of  the  original  certificate. 

S.  V.  R.  RYAN,  Lieutenant  U.  S.  A. 


Office  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs, 

St.  Louis y September  6,  1832. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  I have  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo.  On  the 
subject  of  the  two  boxes  of  rifles  intended  for  the  emigrating  Shawnees  from 
Wapaughkonetta,  and  to  say  that  your  directions  in  regard  to  the  disposition 
of  said  rifles  shall  be  attended  to  on  the  arrival  of  the  Indians  at  this  place. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RULAND,  S.  Agent  Ind.  Affairs. 
Major  J.  H.  Hook,  Act,  C.  G.  S. 
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Little  Rock,  Ark.  Ter.,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  my  accounts  for  the 
second  quarter  of  the  present  year,  together  with  the  account  current  of  the 
fourth  quarter  of  the  last  year,  with  the  items  of  the  credit  side  filled  in. 
Very  respectfully, 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

^ S.  V.  R.  RYAN,  Lieut.  U.  S.  A., 
Agent  in  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  N., 

Washington  City. 


Fort  Smith,  August  17,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  1 have  the  honor  to  forward  a return  for  June,  and  an 
account  current  for  second  quarter  1832. 

A slight  attack  of  sickness  has  delayed  my  papers  a little,  a concomitant 
evil  of  living  at  this  place,  which,  I think,  is  the  most  sickly  I ever  saw. 

In  the  mean  time,  I have  the  honor  to  report  a number  of  communica- 
tions having  been  received  from  Washington  City:  among  which  are  the 
new  regulations  for  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  an  order  from  you 
for  me  to  cease  drawing  pay  as  an  assistant  commissary,  &c. 

Your  communications  relative  to  Indian  property  shipped  and  designed 
for  this  place  have  been  duly  received,  and  I have  been  informed  the  stores 
are  deposited  at  the  mouth  of  White  river,  to  the  care  of  Montgomery  and 
Miller. 

Steamboats  have  been  here  repeatedly,  and,  from  report,  there  is  reason 
to  believe,  there  has  been  some  censurable  neglect  in  not  forwarding  these 
stores.  I have  understood  that  they  are  now  in  the  river  coming  up  in 
keel-boats. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  Lieut., 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  /S.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  September  13,  1832. 
Sir:  Enclosed  is  my  account  current  for  the  quarter  ending  the  13th  of 
September,  1832,  together  with  Captain  Brownes  receipt  for  a small  medL 
cine  chest,  which  was  all  the  public  property  I had. 

Your  order,  with  the  new  regulations  concerning  the  removal  of  the  In- 
dians, has  been  received  some  time  since,  but  ill  health  has  prevented  me 
(until  now)  from  complying  with  it.  I am  now  able  to  ride,  and  will  start 
to-day  for  the  Choctaw  Agency  east  of  the  Mississippi. 

V ery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WH.  RECTOR, 

Agent  for  remH  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 
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Fort  Smith,  Seplemher  21,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  July  9th, 
through  Captain  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent,  appointing  me  disburs- 
ing  agent,  &c.,  and  enclosing  a copy  of  the  regulations  concerning  the  re- 
moval of  the  Indians,  and  a circular  explanatory  of  the  forms  of  accounts. 
Yours  of  the  21st  of  August  is  also  received,  and  I have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that  contracts  entered  into,  a statement  of  my  pecuniary  concerns, 
and  an  estimate  of  funds,  have  been  forwarded. 

I take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  for  your  perusal  a letter  directed  to  me  by 
Captain  D.  McClellan,  sub-agent  to  the  Choctaws  west. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  Lieut..)  and 
Disbursing  *dgent  Choctaw  removal. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  6r,  S.)  Washington  City. 


Fort  Smith,  October  4,  1832. 

Sir:  According  to  instructions,  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at 
this  place  of  one  hundred  boxes  of  powder,  ninety-three  boxes  of  lead,  and 
four  boxes  of  flints,  which  are  stored  here,  and  under  the  charge  of  Captain 
McClellan,  sub-agent,  and  acting  assistant  agent  of  the  Choctaws.  No  other 
articles  for  the  Indians,  as  mentioned  in  your  communications  to  me,  have 
yet  arrived. 

I also  have  the  honor  hereby  to  report  that  Captain  J.  Rogers  (a  citizen) 
has  set  up  lately  two  new  buildings  on  the  Choctaw  land  at  Fort  Smith.  I 
have  been  expecting  this  gentleman  to  move,  but  this  indicates  the  reverse. 


1.  Indian  Ofiice,  occupied  by  Lt. 

Rains. 

2.  Old  Commissary  Store,  re- 

repaired— powder  and  lead, 
&c. — stored  therein. 

3.  Old  Mill. 

4.  Ledge  of  rocks,  the  only  good 

landing  place  at,  or  near 
Fort  Smith. 

5.  Bank  of  river,  cutting  away 

at  every  rise  of  the  river — 
BluffBank. 

6.  New  Houses  set  up  by  Capt. 

Rodgers,  a citizen. 
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which  circumstance  I have  thought  it  proper  to  report  to  3’'ou.  I have  already 
informed  the  acting  Choctaw  agent  I have  no  orders  which  give  me  control 
in  this  matter,  i.  e. , the  settling  or  building  on  Choctaw  land.  My  instruc- 
tions place  the  buildings  already  made  under  my  care  only. 

It  is  due  to  Captain  Rogers  to  sa}^,  that  Captain  Clark,  formerly  superin- 
tendant  of  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  permitted  him  to  live  there? 
that  is,  tacitly,  and  I have  never  had  any  instructions  concerning  this  matter; 
Colonel  Arbuckle  has  also  looked  upon  it  with  a favorable  eye,  I believe, 
under  the  supposition  that  this  place  may  yet  become  a military  post 
I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  Lieut,  1th 
Dish,  Jlgeiit  Choctaw  removal  and  subsistence. 
To  General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Fort  Smith,  C.  N.,  December  15,  1832. 

Sir;  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  forward  monthly  abstracts  of  expen“» 
ditures  for  October  and  November,  1832.  Major  Armstrong  has  just  re- 
ceived a copy  of  a letter  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson  on  Red  river,  directing 
him  to  fill  the  cattle  tickets  in  the  hands  of  the  Choctaws:  I have  received 
no  such  communications  for  this  district,  which  fact  I am  requested  by 
Major  Armstrong,  Choctaw  agent,  to  mention. 

The  Choctaws  under  Captain  Page,  about  one  thousand  in  number,  ar- 
rived at  the  Choctaw  Agency,  and  commenced  drawing  subsistence  for  the 
year  on  the  15th  of  December,  1832;  probably  by  the  close  of  the  year  all 
the  emigrants  for  this  region,  this  year,  will  have  arrived,  making  about  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty;  total,  old  and  new,  about  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  Choctaws.  About  five  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  complete 
their  year,  and  cease  drawing  provisions,  about  the  17th  day  of  next  Fe- 
bruary. 

I shall  probably  receive  funds  soon  from  Captain  J.  Brown,  principal  dis- 
bursing agent  at  Little  Rock,  and  will  be  called  upon  by  the  Choctaw  agent 
to  settle  various  public  accounts.  I presume  paying  these  will  be  correct? 
but,  as  I have  received  no  instructions  relative  to  this  matter,  I beg  that,  on 
the  receipt  of  this,  you  will  let  me  know  if  I will  be  right  in  so  doing. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Lieut,,  and  Disbursing  *Rgent  Choctaw  removal. 

General  George  Gibson. 

C,  G,  S.j  Washington  City,  D,  C, 

P.  S.  My  clerk  and  myself  have  performed  all  the  duties  in  the  Indian 
Department  in  this  section  of  country,  but,  latterly,  I have  found  it  neces- 
sary to  employ  Mr.  John  McClellan  to  assist  in  my  issues. 

For  subsistence,  &c.,  for  two  thousand  seven  hundred  Indians. 

Agents  employed  for  the  Arkansas  district; 

G.  J.  Rains,  lieutenant  and  disbursing  agent,  at  assistant  quartermaster’s  pay. 

Charles  M.  McClellan,  clerk,  at  fifty  dollars  per  month. 
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John  S.  McClellan,  issuing  commissary,  at  fifty  dollars  per  month. 

1 have  now  here  twenty-seven  wagons,  teams,  and  teamsters,  (which 
number  will  soon  be  increased,)  to  subsist  and  employ  in  transporting  Choc- 
taw property  furnished  under  the  treaty,  to  Red  river,  until  Major  Armstrong, 
Choctaw  agent,  shall  be  satisfied  therewith. 


Fort  Smith,  Njvemher  20,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  forward  a quarterly  return  of  provi« 
sionsand  property,  with  my  account  current  for  third  quarter  1832. 

Part  of  this  return  is  made  up  from  papers  drawn  up , previous  to  the 
receipt  of  the  new  regulations,  but  I have  endeavored  to  make  each  one  con- 
form, as  far  as  possible,  with  those  regulations. 

A journey  to  Little  Rock,  which  I found  necessary  to  obtain  funds,  has 
delayed  my  papers  a little,  and  at  the  present  time  I am  making  prepara- 
tions to  receive  the  new  emigrants. 

Captain  McClellan,  sub-agent,  and  acting  agent  to  the  Choctaws,  re- 
quires to  know  of  me  frequently  if  I have  any  funds  for  his  department, 
which  I have  not,  having  received  no  instructions  relative  thereto;  but  am 
induced  to  think  his  necessities  are  very  great,  as  the  calls  on  him  are  urgent 
for  freight,  &c. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Lieut  ^ and  Disbursing  ^gent  Choctaw  removal  and  subsHence, 
Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 

P.  S.  Since  the  close  of  the  quarter,  I have  commenced  issuing  the  one 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  barrels  of  pork  I had  on  hand,  and  am  in  hopes 
of  thus  appropriating  the  whole  of  it.  This  pork  will  therefore  be  taken 
up  according  to  instructions  in  the  next  provision  return. 


Fort  Smith,  December  8,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  communication  relative  to  seventy-eight  barrels  of  pork,  sent 
me  from  Fort  Gibson  by  Lieutenant  Carter,  is  received,  and  also  another 
letter  concerning  the  same  subject.  Having  gone  to  Little  Rock  for  pur- 
poses connected  with  the  Indian  removal  and  subsistence,  my  absence  pre- 
vented my  receiving  and  answering  it  earlier. 

On  my  receiving  this  pork  some  months  since,  I immediately  forwarded 
an  acknowledgment  to  you  to  that  effect,  which  I presume  has  never 
reached  you. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  quarter,  I had  on  hand,  and  was  respon- 
sible to  Government  for  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  barrels  of  pork. 
Since  that  time,  after,  having  it  scraped  and  re-brined,  I have  issued  some 
barrels  of  it,  and  am  in  hopes  of  issuing  more.  This  pork  will  be  taken 
up  in  my  next  return. 

Major  Armstrong,  Choctaw  agent,  has  called  upon  me  to  know  if  I have 
received  instructions  relative  to  filling  the  certificates  for  cattle  in  the  posses- 
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slop  of  Choctaw  Indians,  who  are  much  in  need  of  them.  I have  received 
no  orders  in  this  matter,  but  Major  Armstrong  has  this  day  made  a requisi- 
tion upon  Captain  Brown  to  defray  all  expenses  incidental  to  the  Choctaw 
treaty,  both  antecedent  to  the  present  time,  and  which  may  occur,  which, 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  agency,  will  require  at  least  three 
thousand  and  one  hundred  dollars,  (independent  of  purchases  of  cattle,)  for 
antecedent  expenses. 

Major  Armstrong  speaks  confidently  of  an  order  haying  been  issued  rela- 
tive to  the  above  matter,  but,  if  so,  this  order  has  never  reached  me. 

Rifles,  blankets,  and  some  tierces  of  clothing,  &c.,  arrived  here  on  4th 
instant.  The  agent,  Major  Armstrong,  informs  me  that  five  hundred  hoes, 
axes,  and  cards,  and  the  iron  and  steel  due  under  the  treaty,  he  has  not  heard 
of  as  being  on  the  way.  Five  hundred  Indian  ploughs  are  stored  at  Little 
Rock,  as  I have  been  informed. 

The  following  note  was  received  and  communicated  to  the  individual  con- 
cerned; 

[copy,] 

Lieutenant  Rains: 

Friend  AND  Brother:  The  Choctaws  have  determined,  in  council, 
that  Captain  Rogers  should,  forthwith,  be  removed  from  Fort  Smith,  he 
being  settled  within  the  limits  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  contrary  to  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and'the  Choctaw  nation;  and  having  been  referred 
to  you  by  the  acting  agent  of  the  Choctaws  as  having  jurisdiction  or 
control  of  this  point  of  Choctaw  land,  it  is  our  wish  and  request  that  this 
removal  be  effected  as  early  as  possible. 

« P.  P.  PITCHLYN.  OKLANOWA,  his  + mark. 

‘^NETUCHACHE,  his  x mark.  JOSEPH  PICKENS,  his  + mark. 

AHOLABY,  x mark.  NAT  FOLSOM,  his-\-  mark. 
«TUNNAHECHA,  his  + mark.  YOKMIKTUBBI,  his  + mark. 

Teste:  EDMUND  FOLSOM,  TJ.  S.  Interpreter.^’ 

The  above  gentleman  has  returned  no  answer,  and  I have  been  informed 
he  does  not  intend  to  move  until  put  over  the  line  by  the  military. 

About  one  thousand  six  hundred  Choctaws  will  be  here  in  addition,  to-mor- 
row or  next  day. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Lieut.,  and  Disbursing  Agent  Cherokee  removal  and  suhs’tence. 
General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  6'.,  Washington  City^  D.  C. 

P.  S.  Having  received  no  answer  to  a communication  forwarded  some 
time  since,  wherein  were  my  acceptance  of  the  appointment  of  disbursing 
agent,  and  remarks  relative  to  the  situtation  of  Captain  Rogers  at  this  place, 
it  may  never  have  reached  you.  The  amount,  however,  was,  with  my  ac- 
ceptance of  the  appointment  you  were  pleased  to  confer,  that  Captain  Rogers 
is  disposed  to  cavil  about  the  Choctaw  boundary,  as  defined  page  172,  art. 
1st,  book  of  Indian  treaties,  &c.,  and  I have  been  told,  intends  prosecuting 
at  law  the  officer  who  ejects  him,  declaring  his  intention  not  to  remove 
until  forcibly  compelled  by  the  military.  This  matter  has  been  reported  to- 
day by  Major  Armstrong  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  connexion  with  other 
subjects. 
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I have  some  provisions,  which  were  sent  to  this  place  for  the  command  of 
soldiers  I had  here.  Perhaps  it  would  be  advisable  to  issue  these  to  the  In- 
dians likewise. 


Fort  Smith,  January  12,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  forward  a quarterly  return,  and  an 
account  current  for  fourth  quarter  1832. 

About  one  thousand  seven  hundred  of  the  late  emigrants  have  arrived, 
and  settled  on  the  Sans  Bois,  near  the  Choctaw  Agency,  and  on  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Porteau  river.  Consequently,  on  the  requisition  of  the  Choc- 
taw agent,  there  have  been  established  three  depots  for  provisioning  them: 
one  at  Pleasant  bluff,  five  miles  below  the^^mouth  of  the  Canadian  river,  on 
the  Arkansas,  one  near  the  Choctaw  Agency,  on  the  Arkansas,  and  the  third 
on  the  Porteau,  about  twenty-eight  miles  beyond  the  agency. 

Emigrant  Choctaws  are  arriving  in  detached  parties  daily.  Wharton  Rec- 
tor, assistant  agent  in  removal  of  Indians,  I expect  will  be  here  in  about  six 
days  with  about  five  hundred  Choctaws,  which  will  probably  be  the  last  this 
season,  except  stragglers  of  one  or  two  at  a time. 

All  contracts  having  been  closed,  I have  been  obliged  to  make  purchases 
for  the  emigrants,  but  these  have  been  generally,  including  all  expenses  of 
issues,  far  cheaper  than  the  prices  under  contract,  or,  indeed,  any  ever  let 
out  for  this  place.  My  system  is,  as  soon  as  a party  arrives,  to  enrol  them, 
then  issue  provisions  to  the  end  of  the  month  to  enable  the  Indian  to  look  out 
his  home,  &c.  My  issues  are  monthly:  say  at  depot  No.  1 on  the  1st  day  of 
the  month,  at  depot  No.  2 on  the  10th,  and  at  depot  No.  3 on  the 20th,  and 
so  on:  which  arrangement  I have  thought  best. 

I have  deferred  charging  transportation  in  my  account  from  Fort  Smith 
to  Little  Rock,  believing  the  distance  specified  in  the  postmaster’s  directory 
to  be  too  great.  I have  an  understanding  with  Major  Armstrong  on  this  sub» 
ject  to  establish  the  proper  distance,  when  my  account  sent  in  third  quarter 
of  1832^will  be  corrected  in  this  particular. 

I am  in  want  of  blanks  for  my  next  return,  particularly  bills. 

I am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Lieut. , and  Disb’g  Agent  CJu  removal  and  subsistence. 
General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  *S.,  Washington  City. 

P.  S.  The  post  office  at  this  place  has  been  conducted  in  a very  loose 
manner.  It  is  now  established  in  a dram  shop.  I have  charge  of  thirty- 
three  wagons  and  teams  engaged  in  transporting  property  articles,  as  guns, 
ploughs,  &c.,  furnished  under  the  treaty  to  Red  river.  They  are  under  the 
direction  of  the  Choctaw  agent. 


State  of  Ii^linois, 

Vandalia,  March  16,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a receipt  for  one 
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hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars,  which  were  allowed  to  W,  G,  Brown  for 
services  rendered  me  as  commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Indians. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  REYNOLDS. 

To  Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


Fort  Smith,  February  6,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  of  forwarding  monthly  abstracts  of  ex- 
penditures for  January,  1833. 

In  my  last,  I stated  that,  after  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Rector’s  party  of 
emigrants,  the  emigration  for  the  year  would  probably  cease;  but  I was  mis- 
taken. Parties  of  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  are  still  daily  arriving,  and 
I begin  to  think  it  will  continue  during  the  year. 

Many  Choctaws  have  come  on  their  own  resources,  and  have  applied  to 
me  for  commutation,  but,  having  no  tickets,  were  not  paid.  Should  it  be 
your  intention  to  allow  these  people  commutation  hereafter,  probably  there 
will  be  great  difficulty  in  proper  recognition,  without  some  paper  to  show  a 
title. 

I have  here  thirty-three  public  wagons  which  have  made  one  trip  to  Red 
river,  and  have  received  instructions  from  Captain  J.  Brown,  principal  dis- 
bursing agent  at  Little  Rock,  as  soon  as  the  public  property  was  hauled 
over  to  Red  river,  to  send  them  back  to  Little  Rock.  Now,  a great  part  of 
this  property  is  still  at  Little  Rock,  which  is  for  Red  river;  and  the  commis- 
sion merchant  storing  them,  (a  Mr.  Wilson,  I believe,)  I understand  refuses 
to  forward  them  without  an  order.  Captain  McClellan  is  on  Red  river,  and 
has  been  very  sick  there,  and,  if  here,  I doubt  if  he  would  think  himself 
authorized  to  give  the  order,  knowing,  as  I do,  that  he  is  ignorant  of  the 
cause  of  the  detention. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Choctaws  are  much  in  need  of  these  articles,  as 
ploughs,  &c. : and  I am  at  a loss  whether  to  send  back  the  wagons,  or  wait 
for  these  articles  until  they  arrive. 

The  storage  of  the  ploughs  since  July  last,  probably  amounts  to  more 
than  the  freight  will  be  to  Fort  Smith.  Therefore,  unless  compelled,  the 
contractor  for  their  transportation  will  hardly  re-ship  them. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a letter  to  Captain  J.  Brown,  principal 
disbursing  agent  at  Little  Rock,  which  I have  the  honor  to  submit: 

‘‘  The  treaty  articles  for  Choctaws,  as  ploughs,  &c.,  are  at  Little  Rock, 
which  are  intended  for  Red  river,  so  that  there  now  remains  at  the  Choctaw 
Agency,  for  transportation,  about  seven  wagon  loads  only.  But  one  trip  of 
twenty  wagons  had  been  made.  And  I am  at  a loss  how  to  comply  with 
instructions  relative  to  transporting  annuity  articles,  when  these  are  not  here. 

The  Choctaws  are  greatly  in  need  of  their  ploughs;  and  Captain  McClel- 
lan is  sick  on  Red  river,  but  I have  heard  to-day  he  will  be  here  in  a short 
time;  under  which  circumstances,  please  instruct  me  what  to  do.” 

I have  some  money  in  my  hands,  for  which  I am  accountable  to  your  de- 
partment— army  subsistence.  Please  inform  me  if  this  can  be  transferred 
to  the  Indian  Department. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Lieut.,  Disb^g  Jigent  Ch,  removal  and  subsistence. 

General  Grorge  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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Fort  Smith,  Mapch  8,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  forward  monthly  abstracts  of  disburse- 
ments for  transportation  and  contingencies  for  February,  1833,  a copy  of 
which  I have  this  day  forwarded  to  Captain  J.  Brown,  principal  disbursing 
agent  at  Little  Rock. 

Abstract  of  disbursements  for  subsistence  is  omitted;  no  new  purchases, 
having  been  made  therein. 

I am  in  vrant  of  blanks  for  my  next  report.  Please  have  me  favored  in 
this  particular. 

Muster-rolls  of  the  Choctaw  Indians  I will  have  the  honor  of  forwarding 
by  the  return  mail. 

I am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Lieut,  and  Disb^g  Agent  Indian  removal. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G S.,  Washington  City. 


Fort  Smith,  April  5,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  forward  rolls  of  the  Choctaws  in 
Arkansas  district,  comprising  the  late  emigrants  only,  which’have  been  made 
in  triplicates  according  to  instructions  from  Captain  Brown,  who  receives 
a copy. 

Your  communications  of  the  12th  December,  1832,  the  19th,  24th,  and 
31st  January,  and  11th  February,  1833,  have  been  duly  received. 

The  remarks  in  yours  of  the  31st  January  relative  to  buying  cattle  for 
those  relinquished  by  Choctaws  in  their  old  nation  have  certainly  a correct 
•bearing  upon  the  case,  as  would  probably  occur  in  this  country:  for  there 
has  scarcely  been  one  contract  of  any  description  whatever  published  in  this 
section  of  country,  that  there  has  not  been  some  combination  or  evident 
attempt  of  fraud  upon  Government  among  the  bidders.  The  same  spirit  of 
dishonesty  goes  with  them  in  filling  their  contracts,  so  as  to  demand  the 
utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  the  unlettered  Indian  from  being  cheated.  To 
fill  these  cattle  tickets,  and  defeat  improper  doings  among  bidders,  I can  see 
no  plan  more  feasible  than  to  have  them  purchased  in  private  bargains,  or 
both  plans  might  be  tested,  leaving  to  the  governmental  agent  in  the  adver- 
tisement the  power  of  superseding  all  public  bids  by  any  private  contract 
which  he  may  make  more  advantageous  to  Government. 

The  old  emigrants  of  1831,  whose  time  of  drawing  provision  has  expired, 
(most  of  them  having  raised  no  crops  last  year,)  are  now  begging  for  provision 
to  keep  them  from  starving,  sacrificing  their  annuity  for  about  one-sixth  of 
its  value  for  the  same  purpose,  and  must  fare  worse,  if  possible.  I can  re- 
commend nothing  to  relieve  them;  for,  I believe,  were  they  supported 
another  year,  the  same  again  would  happen,  though  the  situation  of  wi- 
dows and  orphans  is  to  be  lamented. 

lam,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.,  Lieut. ^ and  Lisb^g  Agent. 

Washington  City. 
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P.  S.  Since  writing  the  within,  I have  been  informed  that  some  Choctaws 
this  day  have  been  collecting  carrion,  thrown  on  the  common,  for  their  sub- 
;sistence — a cow  wdiich  had  died  of  disease,  and  was  putrifying! 

There  are  some  barrels  of  the  condemned  pork  which  I have,  and  which  I 
believe  will  hardly  pay  for  its  being  re-brined  when  sold,  not  perhaps  so 
much  from  its  quality,  though  it  is  not  good,  as  the  dearth  of  purchasers, 
there  being  pork  enough  to  supply  the  whole  country,  which  is  thinly  set- 
tled, and  leave  a remainder.  Now,  though  these  people  have  refused  it  in 
their  rations  once,  they  would  doubtless  be  glad  to  get  it;  for  this  is  not 
putrid  nor  spoiled,  except  by  age  and  salt,  and  gladly  would  they  receive 
provision  of  any  kind  to  relieve  their  present  necessities.  I am  about  as- 
sorting it,  according  to  your  instructions,  for  issue  and  sale. 

Submitted,  very  respectfully,  G.  J.  R.- 


Mouth  or  Arkansas,  Jipril  24,  1S33. 

Sir:  I wish  under  bring  to  your  notice  a route  through  which  a very  good 
road  could  be  cut  for  comparatively  small  expense;  and  such  road,  if  con- 
structed, would  be  the  cause  of  many  of  the  Choctaws  emigrating  themselves, 
who,  at  present,  will  not  do  it  on  account  of  the  great  difficulty  attendant 
on  their  passage  through  the  Mississippi  swamp  in  its  present  stale.  It 
would  also  be  much  cheaper  to  the  Government  for  the  Indians  to  emigrate 
themselves  on  the  commutation.  The  route  to  which  I hav^e  reference, 
would  go  up  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Arkansas  river,  from  its  junction 
with  the  Mississippi,  to  within  seven  miles,  by  land,  of  the  Post  of  Arkan- 
sas; it  would  there  cross  the  Arkansas,  by  means  of. a ferry,  and  thence, 
along  the  left  bank  of  the  Arkansas,  to  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  where  the  high 
post  oak  land  comes  up  to  the  river,  and  on  which  is  built  the  village  of  the 
Post  of  Arkansas.  The  distance  is  about  from  twenty-five  to  twenty^seven 
miles,  and  is  almost  the  whole  distance  along  a high  cane-ridge,  which  is  at 
all  times  above  high  water.  To  make  this  road  good  at  all  seasons,  three 
small  bridges  and  some  causewaying  will  be  required.  In  addition  to  the 
great  advantage  that  the  Government  would  derive  from  opening  this  road 
in  emigrating  Indians,  it  would  bring  into  notice  some  of  the  best  cotton 
lands  in  the  Union;  and,  consequently,  would  be  the  cause  of  its  being 
densely  settled,  with  an  industrious  population,  in  a short  time.  There  is 
also  another  reason  for  opening  this  road:  it  would  greatly  facilitate  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  as  well  as  render  it  more  safe.  It  is  generally 
carried  in  a small  canoe,  dug  out;  and  I have,  on  one  occasion,  seen  it  car- 
ried on  a raft  made  of  two  logs  lashed  together.  That  was  done  for  thirty 
miles  on  the  Arkansas,  and  about  eighty  miles  on  the  Mississippi,  when  both 
of  the  rivers  were  high.  To  make  this  road  one  thousand  dollars  would  be 
ample;  and,  when  completed,  it  would  be  as  good,  if  not  a better  road,  than 
that  from  Memphis  to  the  St.  Francis,  thirty-eight  miles,  to  make  which  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  have  been  appropriated.  This  road,  running  over 
comparatively  high  land,  and  the  Memphis  one,  for  almost  its  whole  dis- 
tance, through  a deep  overflow — this  road  will  be  the  most  safe  to  pass  over 
on  account  of  health.  The  Memphis  road,  in  the  last  of  summer  and  the 
first  half  of  autumn,  will  no  doubt  be  much  like  the  swamp  between  Charles- 
ton and  Columbia,  S.  C.,  very  sickly,  and  even  dangerous  for  strangers  to 
pass  through  at  that  season  of  the  year. 
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By  referring  to  General  George  Gibson,  Commissary  General  of  Subsis- 
tence, you  will  there  find  a report  made  by  me  on  this  subject,  and  whilst 
I was  in  the  army,  and  assistant  to  Captain  J.  Brown  in  removing  the 
Choctaws. 

I am  now  part  proprietor  of  the  land  at  the  junction  of  the  Arkansas  with 
the  Mississippi  river.  Myself  and  partner  have  cut  a road  through  the 
cane,  which  can  be  rode  along;  but  to  cut  it  as  it  ought  to  be,  would  cost 
more  than  we,  as  individuals,  can  afford  to  expend,  and  the  population  is  too 
sparse  and  poor  to  have  it  done  by  an  order  of  the  county  court. 

Captain  Brown  has  seen  a part  of  the  road  that  I have  had  cut,  and  he 
thinks  that,  with  a little  more  labor,  it  would  do  very  well. 

I believe  the  LTnited  States  have  several  teams  and  teamsters  who  are  not, 
at  present,  doing  much;  and  who,  if  employed  in  making  this  road,  would 
not  cost  the  Government  more  than  they  now  do. 

Should  you  think  proper  to  send  any  person  to  examine  the  route  which 
I have  pointed  out  to  you,  any  service  that  I can  render  him  1 will  give 
with  pleasure.  ' 

Very  respectfully, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

, Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  R.  RYAN. 

Honorable  Lewis  Cass,  Secr'etary  of  War, 


Choctaw  Agency,  April  19,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  of  forwarding  quarterly  returns,  and  an 
account  current  for  first  quarter  1833. 

Since  22d  of  March  last  I have  been  relieved  by  Captain  Stuart,  with 
company  C.,  7th  infantry,  in  my  duties  as  having  charge  of  public  property 
at  Fort  Smith,  and  under  the  recognition  of  Captain  Brown,  principal  dis- 
bursing agent  Choctaw  removal,  at  Little  Rock.  I have  located  myself 
near  the  Choctaw  Agency,  where  the  most  of  my  duties  are,  and  have  been 
called  for,  since  the  emigration  of  Choctaws.  ^ 

I have  received  the  provisions  intended  for  Fort  Towson,  mentioned  in 
your  communication  of  14th  March  last,  and  have  sent  to  E.  B.  Alexander, 
acting  commissary  of  subsistence  at  Fort  Towson,  to  know  if  they  are  re- 
quired at  that  place.  An  answer  has  not  yet  reached  me. 

Having  received  no  funds  for  the  last  and  present  quarter  of  the  year, 
I have  made  no  payments  as  yet  for  the  Choctaw  Agency;  consequently, 

1 none  are  included  in  my  accounts. 

1 About  three  hundred  emigrants  have  arrived  frorri  the  old  Choctaw  nation 
since  the  beginning  of  last  week,  making  about  four  hundred  Choctaws  who 
have  emigrated  on  their  own  resources  to  this  district.  They  are  coming  in 
daily,  and  having  depended  upon  receiving  and  laying  out  their  commuta- 
tion for  necessary  articles,  as  hoes,  axes,  &c.,  complain  of  their  situation. 
These  articles,  furnished  under  treaty,  not  having  arrived,  according  to  bill 
of  lading  received  some  time  since,  except  rifles  and  blankets. 

I have  been,  informed  that  a number  of  Chickasaws  are  moving  to  this 
section  of  country,  to  become  Choctaws  I presume.  As  these  people  will 
apply  for  provisions,  I will  be  glad  to  know  if  they  are  to  be  furnished. 
Since  this  my  last  return,  ! am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  Choctaws, 
having  thought  better  of  their  former  refusals,  have  received  about  fifty' 
barrels  of  the  pork  on  hand  in  their  rations. 


Having  turned  over,  by  Capt.  Stuart’s  order,  who  is  now  occupying  Fort 
Smith,  all  quartermaster’s  stores  not  in  immediate  use?  I have  thought  it 
best,  considering  that  a few  articles  in  this  department  had  been  used,  and 
are  still  in  indispensable  use  in  the  Indian  department,  which  cannot  be  pur- 
chased in  this  region,  to  receipt  to  that  department  for  them,  and  have  taken 
them  up  on  my  return  of  Indian  property.  Should  it  meet  your  approba- 
tion, I have  thought  it  better  so  to  appropriate  them,  where  they  are  needed, 
than  otherwise;  though,  in  commuting  their  value  to  that  department,  I have' 
thought  a third  should  be  deducted  for  their  previous  use. 

The  relative  situation  of  United  States’  officers  in  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try, are  Capt.  Stuart,  with  Lieuts.  Davis  and  Dix,  and  company  C,  seventh 
infantry,  occupying  Fort  Smith,  where  Lieut.  Davis  is  acting  assistant  com- 
missary subsistence,  and  acting  assistant  quartermaster;  and  near  the  Choctaw 
Agency,  thirteen  miles  distant,  I am  located.  These  particulars  are  men- 
tioned with  a view,  also,  that  there  may  be  a co-operation  between  us,  when 
my  duties  do  not  permit  my  visiting  Fort  Smith  to  receive  public  property, 
to  prevent  citizens  profiting  at  the  expense  of  Government. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  military  and  occupancy  at  Fort  Smith,  when- 
ever my  duties  called  me  away,  I always  left  an  instructed  agent  to  act  in 
case  of  need,  since  I have  considered  it  unnecessary,  believing  the  proper 
agents  of  Government  to  be  those  in  the  pay  thereof,  though  it  be  not  em- 
braced in  their  immediate  duties.  Such  a view,  however,  not  having  been 
considered  by  the  officers  at  Fort  Smith,  as,  in  the  absence  of  Capt.  McClel- 
lan and  myself  on  duty,  Capt.  Rogers,  a citizen,  (yet  living  on  Choctaw 
land  at  Fort  Smith,)  receives  and  stores  public  property  consigned  to  the 
agent  of  the  Choctaw  nation  west,  who  will  charge  for  hauling,  commission, 
and  storage,  of  course,  while  the  means  are  in  the  hands  of  the  military  there; 
and  I have  reserved,  in  conference  with  Capt.  Stuart,  the  old  commissary’s 
store-house  for  this  express  purpose,  in  turning  over  the  buildings  to  him. 

These  facts  are  mentioned  with  no  hostile  views  to  the  officers  alluded  to 
at  Fort  Smith,  for  we  are  upon  terms  of  friendship,  but  merely  for  your 
information,  that  perhaps  you  may  be  pleased  to  give  such  instructions  as 
will  be  more  compatible  v;ith  the  interest  of  Government. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  Lieut, and 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  Disbursing  *dgent  Choctaw  removal 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Choctaw  Agency  West,  May  10,  1833. 

Sir:  Having  made  no  disbursements  during  the  past  month,  my  abstracts 
are  not  forwarded. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  15th  March  last, 
lUst  received.  The  one  hundred  and  twenty  barrels  of  pork,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  barrels  of  flour,  seventeen  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  of  soap,  eight 
hundred  pounds  of  candles,  and  five  hundred  gallons  of  vinegar,  having  been 
received  by  me  and  stored  at  Fort  Smith,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  any 
communication  relative  to  their  destination. 

Lieut.  Alexander,  assistant  commissary  subsistence  at  Fort  Towson,  has 
informed  me  these  provisions  will  not  be  needed  at  that  post.  I have  writ- 
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ten  to  Fort  Gibson,  to  the  acting  assistant  commissary  subsistence,  accord 
to  your  direction,  to  know  if  they  be  needed  there,  (Lieut.  Carter  himself 
being  absent,)  but,  from  what  I have  understood,  I presume  they  will  not  be, 
that  post  being  well  supplied. 

Lieut.  West,  *in  command  of  a company  of  seventh  infantry,  has  just 
arrived  at  Fort  Smith  to  repair  the  new  road  to  Fort  Towson.  This  road 
has  been  very  injurious  to  the  feet  of  the  oxen  employed  in  transportiog 
treaty  articles  to  Red  river.  All  of  these  articles  intended  for  that  district 
I have  had  carried  over,  and  the  teams  are  now  on  their  return  here : axes 
and  hoes  have  not  yet  arrived  at  Fort  Smith. 

The  Choctaws  have  commenced  again  to  electioneer  for  officers  among 
themselves. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  Lieut.,  and 

General  George  Gibson,  Disbursing  A^ent  Choctaw  removaL 

' C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Choctaw  Agency,  Jiine  19,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  of  forwarding  abstracts  of  expenditures 
during  May,  1833. 

We,  at  the  Choctaw  Agency  here,  have  been  shut  out,  for  some  time,  from 
all  communication  with  the  Arkansas  Territory,  by  an  extraordinary  rise  in 
the  Arkansas,  which  reached  a height  unparalleled  in  the  memory  of  the  old- 
est inhabitants.  The  corn  crops  are  all  killed,  and  the  prospect  of  raising 
this  article  now  is  almost  a forlorn  hope,’^  it  being  so  late  in  the  season. 

From  what  I have  heard  fr(^n  below,  there  has  been  almost  a total  destruc- 
tion of  cows  and  calves,  beef  cattle,  hogs,  &c. , &e.,  v^hich  will  not  only 
make  greatly  against  next  emigration,  but  even  the  inhabitants  will  be  in  a 
starving  condition,  for  the  rise  of  the  water  was  too  sudden  for  removal. 
Unless  extraordinarily  favored  by  Providence,  subsistence  for  the  next  re- 
moval will  have  to  be  transported  from  one  of  the  States. 

At  the  request  of  Lieut.  Stephenson,  disbursing  agent  Choctaw  removal, 
I have  advertised  for  stock  cattle,  to  take  up  some  of  the  tickets  of  Choctaws 
who  relinquished  in  1831.  Since  which,  Hockloontubbee,  James  Lucas, 
and  Shomota,  have  brought  me  tickets  bearing  date  September,  1831,  valued 
by  Mr.  Dowsing,  acting  agent  for  valuation  of  cattle,  amounting  to  fifty  dour 
head,  which  appear  to  have  been  left  out  in  Lieut.  Stephenson’s  instructions, 
there  being  no  other  account  of  them. 

The  Arkansas  river  has  carried  away  two  corn-cribs  here,  belonging  to 
Government;  but  no  further  loss  will  accrue  to  Government,  except  twenty- 
five  dollars  which  it  will  cost  to  get  another  crib  built,  as  I had  the  other 
crib  built  by  teamsters  in  their  spare  time. 

Capt.  McClellan  is  now  cleaning  some  rifles,  and  drying  blankets  and 
clothing,  which  were  covered  with  water  about  ten  days,  but  which  will  still 
-answer  for  issue;  most  of  the  guns,  clothing,  and  ammunition  having  been 
luckily  preserved,  issued,  or  hauled  up  to  our  quarters,  previous  to  the  rise 
of  water. 

As  the  bank  of  the  Arkansas  as  far  as  Herrald’s  bluflf  has  very  much  fallen 
in,  covered  with  mud,  quicksand,  and  the  carcasses  of  animals  destroyed  by 
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^ water,  I have  entered  into  an  agreement  to  have  the  crib  alluded  to  above 
built  on  Herrald’s  blufi,  which  is  a rock  with  a fine  landing,  and  but  a mile 
further  from  the  agency  than  the  nearest  j3oint  on  the  Arkansas  river,  where 
the  cribs  formerly  were,  and  where  the  public  warehouse  now  is.  This 
building  was  probably  saved  by  the  iron  which  was  in  it,  as  the  water  rose 
to  the  roof,  and  the  bank  has  fallen  in  within  ten  yards  of  this  building,  and 
is  still  breaking  off. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Lieut. and  Disbursing  Jigent  Choctaw  rembmL 
General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 

P.  S.  The  road  to  the  public  warehouse  has  always  been  of  the  worst  kind^ 
and  is  now  impassable,  while  that  to  Swallow  rock,  or  Herrald’s  bluff  as  it 
is  called,  will  always  be  good  in  all  seasons,  runing  on  high  ground,  and 
along  a ridge  to  the  rock  whose  base  is  washed  by  the  Arkansas  river.  It 
is  about  four  and  a half  miles  from  this  place,  and  is  the  only  rocky  or  good 
landing  between  Pleasant  bluff  and  Fort  Smith,  a distance  of  sixty  miles 
one  way  and  twenty-five  the  other,  following  the  windings  of  the  river. 

Should  it  become  necessar)^  to  move  the  public  warehouse,  and  the  last 
rise  of  the  river  has  rendered  it  unsafe,  perhaps,  on  account  of  the  giving 
way  of  the  banks,  it  can  easily  be  pulled  to  pieces,  and  rafted  to  the  above 
named  place,  which  now  certainly  is  the  only  proper  place  for  it. 

The  contractor  lost  some  provision  stored  in  one  of  the  cribs;  and  in  the 
other  there  were  a few  barrels  of  the  worst  of  the  pork  on  hand,  which  will 
all  be  saved  perhaps. 

Respectfully, 

G.  J.  R. 


Choctaw  Agency,  July  11,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  forward  quarterly  returns  for  second 
quarter  1833,  accompanied  by  an  account  current. 

During  the  late  high  waters  I was  compelled  to  issue  a portion  of  the 
flour  to  the  Choctaw  Indians  which  belonged  to  the  army  subsistence,  (see 
return,)  as  all  communication  elsewhere  was  cut  off.  This  even  I had  boated 
up  the  Porteau  river  to  the  high  land,  as  on  the  usual  route  was  a sheet  of 
water  nine  miles  in  extent. 

Since,  I have  issued  a little  more  flour  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the 
contractor  to  bring  corn  in  time:  for  the  latter  the  contractor  will  have  to 
refund,  and  the  amount  of  the  former  will  be  duly  mgde  known  for  a trans- 
fer to  this  department. 

It  is  now  the  llth  of  the  month,  and  corn  was  due  the  Choctaws  on  1st 
instant.  A boat  has  just  arrived  here  from  the  Creek  nation,  loaded  with 
corn,  which,  on  account  of  the  starving  condition  of  these  people,  I have 
been  obliged  to  purchase  at  $2  50  per  bushel,  which  the  contractor  will 
have  to  pay  according  to  articles  of  agreement. 

This  shows  to  what  an  exorbitant  price  corn  has  risen  since  the  high  water 

the  Arkansas.  And  I am  induced  to  repeat,  what  was  mentioned  in  a former 
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letter,  ‘Uhat  the  prospect  of  getting  this  article  for  the  next  emigrants,  when 
arrived  in  this  their  new  country,  is  a very  bad  one,”  and  with  but  few 
exceptions  they  do  not  want,  and  even  refuse  to  take  flour. 

Should  such  a state  of  things  occur,  I am  induced  to  think  it  would  be 
more  profitable  to  buy  corn  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and,  after  putting  it  up  in 
sacks,  to  have  it  transported  by  water  to  this  place. 

1 have  just  received  a copy  of  your  communication  of  16th  March  last, 
which  was  answered  some  time  since,  in  relation  to  the  disposal  of  the  army 
provisions  received,  which  was  and  is  reported  subject  to  your  orders,  it 
being  wanted  neither  at  Fort  I'owson  or  Fort  Gibson. 

* More  salt  is  reported,  in  my  return,  issued  than  received.  This  originates 
from  that  part  of  the  ration  having  been  left  by  the  Choctaws,  which  is  done 
frequently  in  part,  and  which  I have  afterwards  taken  and  issued  to  the 
public  oxen.  1 have  been  of  opinion  that  the  salt  part  of  the  ration  (four 
quarts  to  one  hundred  rations,)  was  too  much,  as  the  above  seems  to  show: 
when  half  that  quantity  was  the  ration,  I never  heard  a complaint  of  its  de- 
ficiency. 

Indians  use  far  less  salt  than  the  whites,  though  a curtailing  now  would 
doubtless  be  greatly  objected  to  by  them,  tenacious  always  of  their  fancied 
rights. 

As  the  public  teamsters  wished  their  discharge,  I have  discharged  them 
without  hiring  others  in  their  places,  believing  it  more  to  the  interest  of 
Government  to  buy  a horse  and  have  the  cattle  herded,  than  to  employ  a 
body  of  men  at  twenty  dollars  per  month  and  found,  who  must  of  course  be 
idle  for  the  want  of  something  to  do.  The  horse  is  a draught-horse,  and 
was  purchased  also  with  a view  to  his  usefulness  in  next  emigration. 

Axes  and  lead  have  lately  arrived,  and  was  received  by  me  from  the 
steamboat  Reindeer,  at  the  public  warehouse,  and  have  been  turned  over  to 
Captain  D.  McClellan,  sub-agent.  A portion  of  these,  I presume,  will  be 
sent  to  Red  river. 

A letter  received  from  you  in  reference  to  a separate  abstract  of  disburse- 
ments of  agency  expenses,  &c.,  will  be  attended  to  as  early  as  possible. 
This  letter  having  been  received  after  I had  incorporated  and  transmitted 
my  moneyed  accounts,  embracing  some  expenses  which  actually  did  not  ac- 
crue in  the  subsistence  or  removal  of  the  Indians,  I have  consequently  thought 
it  best  so  to  continue  my  accounts,  and  to  forward  you  (as  the  transporta- 
tion of  treaty  articles  to  Red  river  is  about  to  close,)  a separate  abstract, 
which  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  sum  total  of  my  expenditures,  to  establish 
the  amount  with  which  the  actual  transportation  and  subsistence  of  Indians 
is  to  be  credited.  The  abstract  itself  will  show  how  much  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  carrying  the  treaty  into  effect  has  been  expended. 

I have  advertised  and  closed  for  Lieut.  Stephenson  a contract  for  cattle 
to  fill  certificates  in  the  hands  of  Indians,  wdiich  went  at  $7  75  per 
head. 

Persons  reported  in  a former  letter  to  have  been  omitted,  and  who  were 
entitled  to  cattle,  viz.  Hockloontubbee,  James  Lucas,  and  Shemonetah, 
were  not  omitted  I have  since  found,  and  the  mistake  originated  from 
their  names  being  spelled  wrong.  They  have  received  their  cattle,  and  the 
certificates  they  had  are  forwarded  to  Lieut.  Stephenson. 

The  above  price  doubtless  arose  from  the  high  waters  of  the  river,  and 
the  quality  or  kind  of  cattle  required  at  the  time  they  were  wanted,  &c« 

I believe  that  five  dollars  would  be  a fair  average  at  this  time. 
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Le  tters  of  the  following  dates  have  been  received  in  the  quarter  from  you, 
viz.  11th  February,  81h,  14th,  15th,  and  ISth  March,  13th  and  11th  April, 
2dp  3d,  and  6th  May,  and  4th  June,  1833. 

I am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Lieut.,  and  Disbursing  ndgent  Choctaw  removaL 
Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S., 

Washington  City,  * 


Mouth  of  Arkansas  river,  July  26,  1833. 

Sir:  I hereby  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a letter  of 
the  12th  ultimo,  from  your  departhient,  concerning  the  balance  due  from 
me  to  the  department  on  the  settlement  of  my  accounts  as  an  agent  in  re- 
moving and  subsisting  Choctaws.  The  amount  due  from  me  is  stated  to  be 
^3  36.  When  I drew  my  last  pay,  up  to  the  date  of  my  resignation  from 
Major  Randall,  I wrote  him,  requesting  him  to  deduct  from  the  amount  four 
dollars  to  cover  the  balance  due  from  me.  He  did  so.  I did  not  at  the  time 
know  the  exact  amount  of  the  balance,  but  knew  it  to  be  between  ^3  and  $4. 

As  to  the  road,  it  would  be  valuable  to  the  Choctaws  this  fall,  and  to  the 
Creeks  during  the  time  that  they  may  be  moving;  and,  even  when  the  emi- 
gration of  Indians  may  be  entirely  closed,  the  road  will  be  valuable  for  the 
white  population,  so  that  the  money  would  not  be  thrown  away  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  road. 

This  point  is  the  best  one  that  a road  can  be  made  from  to  the  highlands 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  between  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  and  New 
Orleans;  and  the  distance  to  the  highlands  is  less  than  from  any  other 
point  along  the  whole  extent  of  river  above  referred  to:  also,  this  road 
passes  through  some  of  the  best  lands  in  the  Territory,  which  at  present  are 
laying  in  a state  of  nature,  being  known  to  but  few,  and  those  few  not  culti- 
Tating  them  on  account  of  the  great  difficulty  of  getting  to  and  from  them. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Y.  R.  RYAN.  • 

To  Major  J.  H.  Hook,  S.cting  C.  G.  S., 

Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  Sept.  17,  1833. 

Sir:  Your’s  of  the  20th  of  August  has  been  duly  received,  in  which  I am 
directed  to  turn  over  to  Captain  Brown  the  sum  of  S4  40.  This  I have 
done,  and  forward  to  you  his  receipt. 

With  regard  to  R.  M.  Jones,  the  facts  are  as  follows:  The  ^100  advanced 
by  me  to  Jones  in  November,  1831,  who  was  put  in  charge  of  all  the  Indian 
horses  belonging  to  my  party  of  Indians,  was  given  to  him  to  pay  his  ex- 
penses through  the  Mississippi  swamp,  from  Vicksburg  to  the  Post  of  Ar- 
kansas, where  he  intercepted  the  main  party.  Owing  to  the  coldness  of  the 
weather,  and  the  bad  state  of  the  swamp,  Jones  was  between  30  and  40  days 
on  the  way,  and  the  money  in  question  was  no  doubt  expended  for  forage  for 
the  horses,  subsistence  for  the  accompanying  Indians,  and  ferriages. 
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It  was  supposed  that  Jones  had  between  four  and  five  hundred  horses  when 
he  crossed  the  Mississippi,  and,  from  all  the  information  I could  ever  obtain 
on  the  subject,  upwards  of  two  hundred  of  them  died  by  starvation  on  i\ie 
way:  and  I cannot  but  think  a hundred  dollars  would  go  but  a small 
way  in  their  transportation  and  subsistence,  had  they  received  their  just  al- 
lowance. 

Should  a farther  statement  be  required,  I shall  have  to  apply  to  Jones, 
(who  resides  in  the  Choctaw  nation.)  If  his  statement  wont  do,  I shall  have 
to  refund  the  money.  That’s  alL 

The  cause  of  the  supposed  over-allowance  to  Afred  Wade  happened  in 
this  way:  Wade  first  drew  10  days’  rations,  and  proceeded  on  his  journey. 
He  became  fearful,  however,  that  his  rations  would  be  insufficient  to  last 
him  through  the  swamp,  and  returnei  for  a further  supply,  which  I gave 
him  in  bacon.  This  over-allowance  did  not  serve  the  party  half  way  to  the 
Post  of  Arkansas,  as  they  were  about  twenty  days  in  the  swamp,  without 
any  other  assistance  whatever  from  the  United  States. 

In  regard  to  the  flour  and  bread  delivered  to  Byrd  and  Belding,  I carn^say 
nothing  at  present,  as  I have  no  papers  with  me  to  which  I can  refer;  and 
more  especially  in  the  absence  of  Captain  Brown,  who  left  here  this  morn- 
ing for  St.  Louis. 

With  respect  to  the  two  oxen  and  horse  turned  over  to  Lieutenant  Ste- 
phenson^ that,  I presume,  is  satisfactorily  explained  by  Captain  Brown. 

So  soon  as  1 can  have  access  to  my  papers,  (which  are  not  here,)  your 
other  wishes  will  be  attended  to. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WH.  RECTOR, 

Assistant  Agent  Choctaw  removaL 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.j  Washington  City, 


Choctaw  Agency  West,  Sept.  12,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  forward  abstracts  of  disbursements  for 
the  month  of  August,  1833,  including  an  abstract  of  disbursements  of  agency 
expenses,  according  to  your  instructions,  to  be  deducted  from  the  sum  total 
of  my  disbursements,  in  order  to  balance  the  appropriation  for  carrying  the 
treaty  into  effect,  and  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians.  No  abstract 
for  disbursements  for  the  month  of  July  were  forwarded,  as  none  were 
made  when  I was  absent  at  Little  Rock  for  the  purpose  of  getting  funds. 

In  settling  the  debts  contracted  by  the  Choctaw  agent  and  his  assistant,  I 
have  endeavored  to  confine  myself  strictly  to  your  directions  of  31st  January 
last;  but  as  all  these  debts  are  not  taken  up,  an  ultimate  balance  of  the  ap- 
propriations cannot  be  made  until  further  payments  and  another  abstract. 

The  flour  I have  on  hand,  and  perhaps  the  pork,  I will  be  able  to  issue  to 
the  Indians.  I have  let  Lieutenant  Davis,  assistant  commissary  at  Fort 
Smith,  have  a supply  of  provisions  for  the  command  there,  of  which  I have 
since  learned  from  him  you  approve. 

At  Pleasant  bluff,  and  Cavanole  depots  the  Choctaws  have  raised  tolera- 
bly good  crops  of  corn,  enough  perhaps  for  the  coming  year  for  themselves; 
but  at  this  place  they  have  failed,  principally  on  account  of  the  overflow  of 
the  Arkansas  river.  They  are  now  suffering  much  from  sickness:  about  one 
hundred  died  last  month  from  various  diseases. 
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Major  Armstrong  arrived  with  his  family  here  last  evening,  and  requests 
me  to  say  that  he  will  write  you  in  a few  days,  when  he  will  give  you  a de- 
velopment of  his  plans  for  mustering  the  Indians,  to  pay  them  commutation^ 
and  of  next  removal  from  Rock  Row  to  their  country  west. 

I am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Lieut » U,  S.  and  BisVgJlgH  Indian  removal  and  sub. 
General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.y  Washington  City, 


Oefjce  op  Superintendent  op  Indian  Affairs, 

St,  Louis,  October  14,  1833. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  I have  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  approv- 
ing the  amount  of  compensation  allowed  Major  Cummins  and  Mr.  Alley, 
as  issuing  agents  to  the  Shawnees  and  Ottaways. 

Mr.  Alley  will  be  instructed  to  furnish  the  list  required,  of  the  variations 
' in  the  numbers  of  those  tribes  from  time  to  time. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  RULAND, 

Sub,~Jlgent  Indian  Affairs,. 


Choctaw  Agency,  October  20,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  forward  a property  return,  return  of 
provisions  received  and  issued,  and  an  account  current  for  third  quarter 
1833,  with  proper  abstracts. 

I am  in  want  of  blanks,  which  has  necessarily  compelled  me  to  write 
many  of  my  forms,  and  my  accounts  are  a few  days  later  than  ordinary^,  on 
account  of  sickness. 

Previous  to  receipt  of  yours  of  the  17th  August  last,  1 had  forwarded  an 
abstract  of  expenditures  for  transportation  of  treaty  articles  to  Red  river,  &c.y 
which  has  probably  been  received  before  this. 

My  going  to  Little  Rock  for  funds  in  July  last,  having  been  generally 
known  throughout  the  country,  for  better  security,  I thought  it  necessary 
to  take  Mr.  John  McClellan  with  me:  hence  voucher  No.  13  in  disburse- 
ments for  contingencies,  which  I have  the  honor  to  submit. 

A part  of  the  old  pork  on  hand  I had  advertised  for  sale:  there  were  no 
bidders.  But  the  new  lot  of  pork  and  flour  received  from  Captain  Taylor, 
commanding,  the  Indians  are  eager  to  get,  and  I am  issuing  to  them  accord- 
ing to  your  instructions. 

When  the  military  commander  was  cutting  the  road  anew  to  Red  river, 
being,  as  stated,  in  great  need  of  wagons  and  teams,  I lent  them  one,  and 
reported  it  to  Captain  J.  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent  Indian  removal. 
Provisions  for  the  teamsters  Lieutenant  Dix  issued,  and  informs  me  that  ho 
has  included  them  in  his  return  of  issue  to  soldiers. 
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The  following  letters  have  been  received  in  the  quarter  dated  4th  June  and! 
17th  August,  1833,  and  copies  of  letters  dated  16th  March  and  13th  A^ug- 
ust,  1833. 

I am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 

Lieut. and  DMg  *dgt.  Indian  rem^ 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  6r.  A.,  Washington  City. 

P.  S.  The  sickness  and  mortality  in  this  district  has  been  very  great 
during  the  last  quarter.  Number  of  deaths  have  not  yet  been  ascertained;^ 
but,  at  this  depot,  they  amount  to  about  one  hundred  and  sixty-five.  The 
diseases  are  of  a bilious  nature,  I believe. 

Major  Armstrong,  Choctaw  agent,  left  here  about  the  ISth  instant,  to 
attend  the  removal  of  Indians. 

"V^Gry  rGspGCtfulIy ^ 

G.  J.  R. 


Choctaw  Agency,  Nov.  4,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  forward, monthly  abstracts  of  disburse- 
ments for  October,  1833. 

A large  portion  of  the  Choctaws  in  this  district  cease  to  draw  provision 
on  the  1 5th  December  next;  and,  having  lost  their  crops  by  the  great  over- 
flow of  the  Arkansas  river,  have  but  little,  and  many  of  them  nothing,  ta 
subsist  upon  afterwards. 

The  mortality  among  these  people  since  the  beginning  of  the  fall,  as  far 
as  ascertained,  amounts  to  one-fifth  of  the  whole  number.  The  cause  of  sg 
many  deaths  probably  arise  from  change  of  climate,  the  overflow  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  and  having  no  physican  among  them  except  their  own  doc- 
tors, who  are  conjurors  and  mountebanks. 

In  communications  received  from  the  department  reference,  more  than 
once,  has  been  made  to  certain  rolls.  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
I have  never  received  any  rolls  or  registers  of  emigrants,  but,  as  they  arrive,  I 
have  enrolled  them  myself,  with  the  assistance  of  my  clerk,  for  the  want  of 
other  data  upon  which  to  begin  my  issues  of  provision. 

I am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS,  Lieut.  U.  S.  Ji., 

Disbursing  %B.gt.  Indian  rem.^ 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Cantonment  Gibson,  February  25,  1831. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  instructions  in  relation  to  subsisting  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians has  been  received.  In  consequence  of  having  to  turn  over  the  public 
property  in  my  charge  at  this  post,  belonging  to  the  Quartermaster  and 
Subsistence  Departments,  I shall  not  be  able  to  leave  this  post  for  Kiamichi 
before  the  1st  of  March. 
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Should  as  large  a number  of  Indians  as  is  stated  in  the  public  prints  be  on 
their  route  to  their  new  country,  the  two  thousand  dollars  placed  to  my 
credit  in  the  bank  must  be  very  soon  expended:  in  that  event,  I shall  con- 
tinue to  draw  on  the  same,  on  your  authority  that  further  sums  will  be 
placed  to  my  credit. 

The  last  clause  of  your  instructions  cautions  me  against  expending  any  of 
ibis  money  unless  expressly  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Indians.  This  leaves 
me  in  doubt  as  to  whether  the  compensation  to  those  individuals  whom  I 
may  employ  should  be  paid  out  of  this  fund:  believing  that  it  should,  I shall 
do  so,  unless  otherwise  directed. 

I presume  it  will  become  necessary  to  erect  cribs  for  the  security  of  any 
corn  I may  purchase;  also,  to  enclose  lots  for  beef  cattle.  These  expenses 
may  be  necessary:  should  they  not  be  paid  out  of  this  fund?  On  these  points 
will  you  please  inform  me  immediately?  To  what  post  office  letters  should 
%e  directed  to  me  I cannot  tell,  as  I understand  that  the  office  at  Miller’s 
court-house,  Arkansas  Territory,  has  been  discontinued;  that  another  has 
been  established  thirty  or  forty  miles  lower  down  the  country,  at  what  place 
I do  not  know.  Should  this  not  be  the  case,  Washington,  Hempstead  court- 
house, will  be  the  nearest  post  office. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON, 

Lieut,  ^Ih  Infantry. 

■General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.^ 

Washington  City. 


Kiamichi,  Choctaw  Nation,  April  1,  1831. 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  my  return  of  provisions  issued 
to  the  Choctaw  Indians  in  the  month  of  March;  also,  my  account  current 
for  the  first  quarter  of  this  year. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  place  on  the  7th  of  March,  I found  eighty-eight 
Choctaw  emigrants,  principally  women  and  children,  who  were  nearly  in  a 
starving  condition:  in  consequence  of  this  fact,  the  small  number  to  be  sup- 
plied, and  the  probability  what  few  more  will  emigrate  this  spring  will  ar- 
rive in  small  parties,  together  with  giving  myself  an  opportunity  to  locate 
myself,  and  become  better  acquainted  with  the  feelings  of  the  neighboring 
whites  in  relation  to  furnishing  supplies,  I at  once  entered  into  a private  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Carter  to  furnish  the  Indians  with  beef  until  the  1st  of  July,  at^ 
three  cents  per  pound,  as  cheap  as  good  beef  can  be  purchased  at  this  season 
of  the  year.  The  contract  and  bond  I also  enclose.  I have  been  informed  by 
some  missionaries  who  are  established  among  the  Choctaws,  that  as  many 
as  five  or  six  thousand  will  emigrate  during  the  ensuing  summer:  but,  as 
they  arrive  in  small  detached  parties,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  make  any 
correct  calculation  what  quantity  of  provisions  will  supply  them.  The  ex- 
tent of  country  over  which  they  will  be  scattered  will,  in  time,  make  it  ne- 
cessary to  establish  at  least  three  places  of  issue;  otherwise,  some  of  them 
would  have  to  travel  fifty  or  sixty  miles  to  obtain  their  rations.  I therefore 
request  you  will  give  me  your  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode  of  giving  out 
contracts  for  their  supply.  Until  I hear  from  you  on  this  subject,  I shall 
pursue  that  course  which  my  judgment  points  out  as  the  cheapest,  and  best 
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calculated  lo  accommodate  the  Indians.  As  the  Indians  have  expressed  a 
wish  to  have  part  of  their  meat  ration  in  pork,  I sh’all  comply  with  their 
wishes,  provided  it  can  be  furnished  as  cheap  as  beef.  A short  time  pre- 
vious to  my  arrival  here,  an  agent  from  the  Choctaw  chiefs  in  the  old  nation 
had  visited  the  neighboring  settlements,  and  engaged  one  thousand  bushels 
of  corn  at  one  dollar  per  bushel:  this  not  only  established  the  price  of  corn, 
hut  included  nearly  all  the  corn  within  reach  of  this  place  that  I could  pur- 
chase with  a probability  of  having  it  transported,  as  all  the  keel-boats  on  the- 
river  at  the  raft  were  either  loading,  or  already  gone  down  the  river  with 
produce. 

This  corn  being  expressly  purchased  to  supply  the  immediate  wants  of 
the  Indians  as  they  arrived,  I had  it  transferred  to  me,  with  the  consent  of 
the  agent,  by  paying  the  same  price.  I have  now  one  ferry-flat  load  of  this 
corn  on  the  river:  when  delivered,  the  transportation  will  be  thirty-seven 
and  a half  cents  per  bushel.  What  corn  has  been  issued  w'as  packed  on 
horses  by  the  Indians.  Should  it  become  necessary  to  purchase  more  corn 
during  the  summer  than  what  I have  engaged,  1 think  I can  have  it  deliver- 
ed for  one  dollar  per  bushel. 

As  Red  river  cannot  be  navigated  by  boats  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
there  must,  of  necessity,  be  large  quantities  of  corn  on  hand  at  one  time, 
and  of  course  an  adequate  number  of  cribs  to  secure  it.  I do  therefore  be- 
lieve it  will  be  the  best  plan  to  build  cribs  immediately  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  employ  some  trusty  Indian  to  settle  himself  by  them  for  their  se- 
curity. I have  engaged  one  wagon  load  of  salt,  about  thirty  bushels,  at  one 
dollar  and  fift}''  cents  per  pushel.  This  is  as  low  as  I possibly  could  obtain  it. 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  on  account  of  the  high  transportation  by  land:  it 
is  now  selling  for  one  dollar  per  bushel,  or  fifty  pounds,  at  the  different  salt- 
licks; and  the  distance  from  this  to  the  nearest  one  is  upwards  of  fifty  miles. 
But  part  of  the  articles  I have  engaged  has  been  delivered;  none  has  there- 
fore been  paid  for:  this  will  account  for  there  being  no  expenditures  in  my 
account  current.  The  two  thousand  dollars,  with  which  I have  credited  the 
Government,  I have  now  in  my  possession,  having  drawn  on  the  bank  for 
that  sum  in  favor  of  John  Nicks,  previous  to  my  departure  from  Canton- 
ment Gibson.  As  yet  I have  not  been  able  to  get  under  cover,  but  am 
about  building  a cabin  within  two  miles  of  the  site  of  old  Fort  Towson,  and 
four  miles  from  Red  river.  I found  all  the  old  buildings  occupied  by  In- 
dians. On  the  following  points  I should  like  to  be  informed:  Was  it  con- 
templated that  I should  furnish  with  rations  those  Indians  who  settle  them- 
selves on  the  Arkansas  river?  Are  slaves  entitled  to  rations?  I have  made 
purchases  of  stationery,  weights,  and  measures,  and  shall  be  at  an  expense 
of  near  one  hundred  dollars  in  furnishing  myself  with  quarters:  are  these 
expenses  to  come  out  of  the  appropriation  for  subsisting  the  Indians?  I 
issued  to  the  Indians  this  day  for  the  w'hole  month  of  April,  they  preferring 
to  receive  their  rations  monthly.  This  issue  should  have  been  made  yes- 
terday, but,  by  mistake,  this  day  was  appointed. 

Will  you  please  inform  me  what  is  the  probable  length  of  time  I may  be 
employed  on  this  duty? 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON, 

Lieut,  U,  S,  ^rmy. 

General  G.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S., 

Washington  City,  D,  C, 
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Choctaw  Nation,  west  of  A.  T.,  Mai/  2,  1831. 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  my  return  of  provisions  for  the 
month  of  April,  with  its  vouchers. 

In  addition  to  the  number  of  Indians  now  here,  there  are  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  who  will  arrive  in  a few  days:  for  this  number  I have  sufficient 
corn  engaged  to  supply  them  until  the  new  crop  is  gathered;  but,  should  as 
many  as  one  or  two  thousand  arrive  during  the  summer,  1 am  fearful  1 shall 
find  considerable  difficulty  in  furnishing  them  with  corn  at  any  reasonable 
price.  From  what  I can  learn  from  those  who  have  recently  arrived  I be- 
lieve but  few,  if  any,  will  emigrate  during  the  summer. 

Your  communication  of  the  23d  February  has  been  received. 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON, 

Lieutenant  1th  Infantry. 

To  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  CAty^  B.  C. 


Choctaw  Nation,  west  of  A,  T.,  June  1,  1831. 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  my  return  of  provisions  for 
May,  with  its  vouchers. 

Since  my  arrival  here,  I have  visited  the  neighboring  counties,  and  have 
embraced  every  opportunity  of  conversing  with  individuals  possessing  the 
best  knowledge  of  the  probable  resources  of  the  country  for  furnishing  the 
necessary  supply  fol*  the  Indians,  and,  from  what  I can  learn,  I have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  an  abundant  supply  of  corn  can  be  furnished  for  eight 
or  ten  thousand  Indians  for  the  next  year,  beginning  1st  of  October  next; 
but  I am  doubtful  whether  the  meat  ration  for  that  number  can  be  furnished 
from  this  vicinity  but  by  letting  out  contracts  to  such  an  amount  as  would 
warrant  a competition  by  persons  at  a distance.  I have  but  little  doubt  but 
that  rations  would  be  furnished  equally  as  cheap  as  it  is  at  this  time. 
I am  induced  to  believe  this,  having  been  informed  from  one  or  two 
sources  that  beef  (on  foot)  can  be  delivered  here,  from  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, for  two  dollars  per  hundred  pounds.  Salt  can  be  procured  in  any 
quantity,  and  near  at  hand. 

Should  this  Territory  or  the  neighboring  States  be  unable  to  furnish  the 
necessary  supplies,  I know  of  no  other  source  from  whence  they  could  be 
procured  cheaper  than  from  the  New  Orleans  market,  for  those  Indians  who 
may  locate  themselves  on  Red  river.  Should  any  thing  I have  stated  in  this 
prove  incorrect,  you  shall  immediately  be  informed  of  it. 

Is  the  soldier  whom  I have  employed  as  an  assistant  entitled  to  any  extra 
compensation,  and,  if  so,  am  I to  pay  him?  I ask  the  question  because  he  has 
but  about  six  months  to  serve. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON, 

Lieutenant  1th  Infantry. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  Washington,  B.  C. 
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Choctaw  Nation,  west  op  A.  T.,  June  20,  1831. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  of  April,  and  the  blank  forms  that  accompa- 
nied it,  have  been  received , 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  I had  entered  into  a contract  with 
Mr.  Shelton  for  the  delivery  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  beef.  The 
contract,  bond,  and  original  bids,  you  will  herewith  receive. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON, 

Lieutenant  1th  Infantry, 

Gen.  Georoe  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.i  Washington,  B,  C, 


Choctaw  Nation,  west  of  Miss.,  July  2,  1831. 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  my  return  of  provisions  for  June: 
also,  my  account  current  for  the  second  quarter  of  1831,  with  their  vouchers. 

Previous  to  this,  I have  entered  in  my  return  of  provisions,  issues  made 
for  the  month  (complete)  succeeding  the  one  for  which  the  return  was  made. 
This  you  will  find  to  be  the  case  by  a reference  to  my  returns  already  ren- 
dered. This  alteration  is  made  in  order  that  my  return  of  provisions  may 
agree  with  my  abstract  of  purchases. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON, 

Lieutenant  1th  Infantry, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Jlugust  21,  ISSl. 

Dear  General:  I have  just  got  through  another  severe  political  contest 
successfully.  It  so  much  engrossed  my  attention  during  the  season,  that  I 
had  no  time  to  attend  to  other  matters.  I hope  you  have  not  forgotten  our 
friend  Rector.  You  recollect  it  was  understood  that  he  was  to  have  a berth 
in  removing  the  Indians,  which  he  has  had  no  notice  pf  yet. 

I have  attributed  your  silence  to  him  upon  this  subject,  to  other  pressing 
subjects.  I hope  you  will  not  overlook  him,  but  find  it  convenient  very 
soon  to  give  him  instructions,  as  some  testimonial  of  his  retention  in  your 
service. 

I shall  be  in  the  city  about  the  last  of  November. 

Your  friend. 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S.  A.  H.  SEVIER. 


GampPhcenix,  August  15,  1831. 

Sir:  your  communication  of  the  19th  of  July  has  been  received.  About 
three  weeks  since  I was  at  Little  Rock,  where  I saw  Captain  J.  B,  Clark, 
to  whom  I communicated  what  you  have  directed  in  this  letter. 
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Since  I was  first  ordered  on  the  duties  I am  at  present  performing,  I 
have  constantly,  and  necessarily,  kept  two  horses  for  the  use  of  myself  and 
the  soldier  who  was  detailed  as  my  assistant.  In  order  to  cover  the  ex- 
penses of  keeping  these  horses,  I have  kept,  an  account  of  the  distances  I 
have  been  under  the  necessity  of  travelling  in  the  performance  of  my  duty, 
with  the  intention  of  charging  the  Quartermaster's  Department  with  the 
usual  transportation  which  would  cover  the  expenses  of  keeping  two  horses;, 
but  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  authorizing  me  to  charge  for  the  hire  or 
forage  of  horses,  or  to  purchase,  if  necessary,  I am  somewhat  doubtful 
what  course  to  pursue  in  order  to  satisfy  myself  for  my  own  horses. 
Would  the  account  for  transportation  be  a proper  charge  in  my  account  of 
contingencies? 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON, 

Lieut,  United  States’  Army, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  Washington  City, 

V _ 

Cantonment  Towson,  west  op  A.  T.,  October  2,  1831. 

Sir:  Enclosed,  herewith,  you  will  receive  my  return  of  provisions,  with 
an  abstract  of  issues  to  Indians  for  the  3d  quarter  1831;  also,  my  account 
current,  with  abstracts  for  the  same  quarter.  I also  enclose  copies  of  five 
contracts  for  furnishing  corn  for  the  Choctaw  Indians.  I have  also  entered 
into  contracts  f@r  furnishing  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  of  beef 
and  six  hundred  bushels  of  salt — -the  beef  at  ^3  90  per  hundred  pounds, 
salt  at  ^2  per  bushel.  The  bonds  have  not  yet  been  completed:  as  soon  as 
they  are,  I will  forward  copies  of  the  contracts.  An  abstract  of  bids  I also 
enclose.  On  the  31st  of  July,  I advertised  for  furnishing  the  above  sup- 
plies, agreeable  to  an  understanding  between  Captain  Clark  and  myself. 
The  iron  and  locks  charged  in  the  account  of  J.  K.  Berthelet  were  for  the 
security  of  ten  corn-cribs,  now  building  on  the  bank  of  the  Red  river,  and 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Kiamichi — the  iron  being  made  into  hinges,  hasps, 
and  staples.  These  cribs  are  to  contain  one  thousand  bushels  corn  each; 
and,  when  completed,  are  to  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  each — the 

United  States  furnishing  the  necessary  nails,  hasps,  and  staples.  This  num- 
ber was  thought  necessary  both  by  Captain  Clark  and  myself. 

A part  of  the  corn  in  the  contract  for  one  thousand  bushels' has  been  de- 
livered;  but  I have  thought  it  necessary  to  take  it  upon  my  return  until  the 
whole  is  delivered.  I have  permitted  the  contractor  to  delay 'the  delivery 
for  the  present,  being  fearful  that  the  corn  is  not  dry  enough  to  crib. 

In  relation  to  the  high  rates  at  which  the  contract  was  let  out,  I have  to 
say  that  I used  every  exertion  in  my  power  to  create  as  much  competition 
as  possible  between  the  bidders,  and  that  due  notice  was  given,  proposals 
being  advertised  on  the  3ist  July,  and  the  bids  opened  on  the  10th  Septem- 
ber. On  the  subject  I enclose  a copy  of  a letter  written  to  Captain  Clark. 

Your  letters  of  the  28th  May,  19th  July,  and  10th  August,  have  been  re- 
ceived. Since  my  last,  return,  there  has  arrived  two  small  companies  of 
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emigrants,  in  all  thirty-nine  persons,  making  the  whole  number  at  present 
four  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON, 

Lieut.  United  States^  Army, 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.^  Washington  City. 


Cantonment  Towson,  September  20,  1831, 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  my  advertisement,  I opened  the  bids  for  furnishing 
beef,  corn,  and  salt,  for  the  Indians,  on  the  16th  instant,  and  have  entered 
into  contracts  as  follows; 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  beef  at  ^3  90  per  hundred;  ten 
thousand  bushels  corn,  in  five  contracts,  averaging  ^1  67i  per  bushel;  six 
hundred  bushels  salt  at  $2  per  bushel. 

An  abstract  of  the  bids  I enclose,  from  which  you  will  perceive  that  the 
bidders  had  entered  into  a combination  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their 
own  prices:  of  this  fact  I was  under  the  impression  at  the  time  I opened 
the  bids,  and  since  then  I have  been  convinced.  It  was  my  determination, 
in  the  first  place,  to  reject  any  bid  for  corn,  but  I was  fearful  that  the  bid- 
ders might  become  dissatisfied,  and  dispose  of  their  corn  to  some  specula- 
tors, (who  were  present,)  from  whom  it  could  not  be  obtained  but  at  still 
higher  price.  But  a few  days  previous  the  quartermaster  at  this  post  ob- 
tained a Qantract  for  one  thousand  six  hundred  bushels  of  corn  at  ninety 
cents  per  bushel:  however,  in  this  case  the  contractor  was  furnished  by 
Government  with  a keel-boat,  and  the  privilege  allowed  him  of  furnishing 
when  the  waters  would  rise,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  hundred 
bushels  to  be  delivered  in  October.  Means  of  transportation  could  not  be 
offered,  or  the  privilege  of  selecting  a favorable  time  for  delivery  could  not 
be  given  in  my  contract.  These  individuals,  whose  names  are  entered  in 
the  abstract  enclosed,  are  the  only  persons  who  appear  disposed  to  engage 
in  supplying  the  Indians  with  provisions;  and  I have  no  doubt  are  impress- 
ed with  the  belief  they  can  monopolize  the  whole  business.  I would  there- 
fore respectfully  suggest,  that  proposals  for  such  an  amount  of  beef  as  you 
think  may  create  a competition  by  persons  at  a distance,  be  immediately 
advertised.  This  course,  I believe,  would  reduce  the  price  of  beef  to  the  old 
standard. 

I would  also  suggest,  that  you  authorize  some  one  directly,  or  through 
me,  to  engage  by  private  contract  a sufficiency  of  corn  for  the  Indians  until 
the  next  year’s  crop  is  gathered,  to  be  delivered  cn  the  bank  of  Red  river 
whenever  required.  There  are  keel-boats  on  the  river,  belonging  to  the 
Quartermaster’s  Department,  that  can  be  obtained  as  means  of  transporta- 
tion: by  pursuing  this  course,  I think  corn  can  be  obtained  at  the  cribs,  not 
to  exceed  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  bushel.  Should  you  think  this  course 
advisable,  it  should  be  done  immediately. 

The  individual  who  obtained  the  salt  contract  is  the  proprietor  of  one  of 
the  salt-works  on  Red  river.  A few  days  previous  to  the  bids  being  opened, 
he  induced  the  proprietor  of  another  salt  establishment  to  let  his  works  lay 
idle  for  a certain  sum  of  money,  and  made  an  offer  to  the  owner  of  the 
108 
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other  salt-works  to  the  same  intent,  but  failed;  but  I think  it  very  probable 
he  may  yet  succeed:  his  object  is  very  evident.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  im- 
mediately enter  into  a private  contract  with  either  of  them  to  furnish  (in 
addition  to  what  is  already  contracted  for)  what  salt  may  be  wanted  for  the 
next  year?  By  that  time  other  saltworks  maybe  established. 

I f During  the  months  of  February,  March,  April,  and  part  of  May,  it  is  not 
possible  to  furnish  the  Indians  with  good  fat  beef.  Would  it  not  be  advisable 
to  furnish  (say  one-half)  the  ration  in  pork  during  those  months?  From 
what  I can  learn,  a sufficiency  of  pork  can  be  obtained  for  that  purpose;  the 
arrangement  would  also  be  very  acceptable  to  the  Indians.  Should  you  de- 
termine upon  it,  private  contracts,  say  for  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  pounds, 
had  better  be  entered  into.  In  this  way,  I believe,  it  can  be  procured  as  cheap 
as  beef. 

Please  inform  me,  when  it  is  probable  the  main  body  of  the  Indians  will 
arrive.  In  the  articles  of  agreement  for  supplying  beef,  I am  bound  to  give 
thirty  days’  notice  previous  to  the  first  delivery. 

After  the  next  issue  for  the  month  of  October,  which  will  be  in  a few 
days,  there  will  still  be  remaining  on  Shelton’s  contracts  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  pounds  of  beef. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON. 

Captain  J.  B.  Clark, 

Little  Rock,  Jlrkamas  Territory, 


December  l*(t,  1831. 

Mr.  Sevier’s  respects  to  General  Gibson:  he  takes  the  liberty  of  enclos- 
ingybr  his  perusal  a letter  he  received  this  morning  from  Colonel  Rector. 
After  the  General  has  read  it,  he  will  be  good  enough  to  return  it  to  Mr.  S. 

P.  S.  Can’t  you  allow  Colonel  Rector  transportation  when  travelling?  or 
can’t  his  expenses  be  paid  by  Government,  as  are  the  expenses  of  the  assistants 
of  General  Gaines?  And,  lastly,  will  not  the  Government  furnish  him  for  his 
use,  when  in  service,  a horse?  Please  to  respond  to  the  above. 


VicKSBURGrj  11th  Nov.,  1831. 

Dear  Sevier:  I am  still  waiting  at  this  place  for  the  arrival  of  the  Choc- 
taws: about  six  hundred  are  encamped  here  now;  upwards  of  two  thousand 
will  be  here  to-morrow,  and  about  eight  hundred  in  four  or  five  days:  they 
will  nearly  all  go  by  steamboats  to  the  post  of  Arkansas;  from  thence  to 
Red  river  by  land.  Colonel  Gaines  is  here,  and  has  chartered  a boat  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  them  to  the  post:  we  shall  all  be  off  in  eight  days. 

Now,  I come  to  the  point:  you  must  see  General  Gibson,  and  tell  him  that 
four  dollars  per  day  will  not  much  more  than  pay  my  expenses,  when  I am 
kept  trayelling,  as  I have  been,  since  my  appointment.  I am  not  even  allow- 
ed n horse:  if  I am,  I have  not  been  apprized  of  it  yet.  Gaines  furnishes 
hiS)  assistants:  with  horses,  and  pays  their  expenses. 

Your  friend, 

WH.  RECTOR. 
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Washington,  Bee,  16,  1831. 

Dear  General:  I must  apologize  for  omitting  to  deliver  you  the  enclosed 
letter  sooner.  It  is,  I believe,  from  Colonel  Byrd  and  Mr.  Belding,  the  con- 
tractors to  supply  the  emigrating  Indians.  It  was  read  to  me  before  it  was  seal- 
ed, and,  if  I correctly  recollect  the  substance,  it  is  on  their  part  a proposition  to 
supply  the  emigrating  Indians  with  corn  in  future.  All  that  I can  Say  on  this 
subject  is,  that  a contract  of  that  description  could  not  be  entrusted  to  more 
faithful  agents.  They  have  the  means  within  themselves  to  supply  any 
quantity  desired,  and  are  both  men  of  energy  and  business  habits.  If  you 
should  desire  any  information  of  me  about  this  matter,  I would  with  pleasure 
afford  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H,  SEVIER; 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  Gr,  S,,  TPushingtori)  D,  C. 


Cantonment  Towson,  West  Arkansas  Territory, 

Becemher  12,  1831, 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  27th  August,  (with  circular)  2d,  9th,  and  26th 
September,  have  been  duly  received. 

I enclose  copies  of  the  contracts  entered  into  in  September  last,  for  fur- 
nishing beef  and  salt. 

From  the  enclosed  paper,  marked  Aj  you  will  perceive  I have  beeu 
strongly  solicited  by  those  Choctaw  Indians  who  have  been  heretofore  draw- 
ing provisions,  to  issue  to  them  the  remainder  of  their  year’s  supply  of  beef, 
on  the  hoof.  After  a reference  to  your  original  instructions  to  me,  (where- 
in I am  directed  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  emigrants  as  far  as  is  in  my 
power,)  I came  to  the  conclusion  I possessed  the  power  of  complying  with 
their  wishes,  and  accordingly  have  done  so. 

In  thus  complying  with  their  wishes,  I was  well  aware  they  could  furnish 
themselves  in  the  manner  they  have  pointed  out.  Their  corn  and  salt  ration 
will  still  be  issued  to  them  as  formerly. 

In  making  this  issue,  I have  had  regard  tq  the  arrangements  heretofore 
made  for  a general  supply  for  the  emigrants.  I request  you  will  inform  me 
if  my  course,  in  thus  complying  with  the  wishes  of  the  Indians,  meets  with 
your  approbation. 

No  emigrants  have  arrived  since  rny  letter  of  the  2d  of  October,  and  I 
think  it  doubtful  that  any  will  reach  here  before  the  end  of  the  month: 
the  extreme  coldness  of  the  weather  would  not  admit  of  their  travelling 
at  this  time.  As  far  as  I can  foresee,  eyery  arrangement  is  made  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  emigrants. 

I am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON, 

Lieut.  U.  S.  Jl. 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.y  Washing ton^  B.  C. 
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Cantonment  Towson,  Arkansas  Territory, 

January  8, 1832. 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  my  quarterly  return  of  provi- 
sions issued  to  Indians,  &c.,  with  its  vouchers,  my  account  current  for  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1831:  also,  the  original  contracts  entered  into  on  the  10th 
September  last,  for  beef,  corn,  and  salt.  I also  enclose  agreements  entered 
into  with  Patrick  McKinley,  Nathaniel  Bateman,  and  John  Rainy,  indi- 
viduals whom  I have  employed  to  assist  me  in  the  performance  of  my  duties. 

The  original  contracts  for  beef,  corn,  and  salt,  1 had  intended  retaining  in 
my  possession  until  their  stipulations  had  been  complied  with.  By  a com- 
parison of  my  return  of  provisions  with  the  contracts,  you  will  find  that 
but  three  of  the  corn  contracts  have  been  filled  and  paid  for,  and  that  two 
others  have  been  partially  complied  with:  there  is  but  little  doubt  that  they 
will  be  filled  this  month.  The  salt  contract  has  been  filled  within  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  bushels,  and  no  doubt  will  be  completed  in  a few  days.  I be- 
lieve every  exertion  has  been  made  by  the  contractors  to  comply  with  their 
contracts. 

I am  directed  by  Captain  Brown  to  make  no  arrangements  for  further 
supplies  at  present. 

Ten  of  the  Indians,  who  have  emigrated  to  their  new  homes,  have  died 
since  their  arrival:  are  their  relatives  entitled  to  the  SIO  commutation? 

No  emigrants  have  arrived  since  my  last,  and,  from  what  I can  learn,  the 
most  advanced  parties  will  not  get  here  before  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 
Major  Armstrong  has  not  yet  arrived.  Your  letter  of  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber has  been  received. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON, 

Lieut,  U,  S,  JL, 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,,  Washington  City,  D,  C, 


February  25,  1832. 

Dear  General:  I enclose  you  a letter  I received  this  morning  from 
General  Montgomery,  who  resides  at  the  mouth  of  White  river,  in  Arkan- 
sas, the  point  to  which  almost  all  the  Indians  arrive  who  are  emigrating  to 
Arkansas. 

The  nature  of  his  application  you  will  understand  from  his  letter,  and  of 
its  necessity  you  can  judge  better  than  I can.  If  you  should  deem  such  an 
agent  necessary  at  that  point,  I would  be  very  much  pleased  to  see  him  get 
the  situation.  He  is  a*  clever,  enterprising,  thorough-going  individual,  and 
will  no  doubt  acquit  himself  with  satisfaction  to  the  Government. 

When  you  have  read  his  letter  to  me,  please  return  it,  and,  at  a leisure 
moment,  I should  be  glad  to  receive  your  answer  to  Montgomery’s  applica- 
tion. 


Respectfully,  ^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  SEVIER. 


General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  Washington  City^  J),  C. 
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Washington  City,  March  26,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  I have  received  your  note,  inquiring  the  price  usually  paid 
for  travelling  in  a steamboat  from  the  mouth  of  White  river  to  Little  Rock, 
and  thence  back  again  to  White  river.  I cannot  say  positively  what  the 
usual  prices  are,  never  having  travelled  in  that  way;  but,  trom  the  best  in- 
formation I can  obtain,  I suppose  that  fifteen  up  and  ten  down  would  be  a 
fair  allowance.  You  will  observe  that  steamboat  fare  on  the  Arkansas  river 
is  higher  than  on  the  Mississippi  river,  because  there  is  on  that  river  less 
competition  than  on  the  Mississippi  river. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  H.  SEVIER. 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G, 

Washington  Oity^  D,  C, 


Washington  City,  March  27,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  The  individuals  engaged  in  superintending  the  removal  of 
the  emigrating  Indians  are  desirous  of  knowing  whether  they  will  be  re- 
tained by  the  Government  in  their  present  situations  during  the  approaching 
summer.  They  are  ignorant  of  the  views  of  the  Government.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  their  services  cannot  be  dispensed  with  without  detriment  to 
the  public  service.  It  will  be  important  to  the  Government  and  to  the  In- 
dians also,  for  their  agents  to  superintend  their  settlements  in  their  new 
homes,  and  to  see  that  they  are  well  provided  with  provisions  during  the 
summer,  according  to  our  treaty  with  those  Indians.  There  are  but  few  in 
the  employment  of  the  Government  compared  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
object.  Colquhoun,  Rector,  and  Ryan,  are  the  principal  agents;  and  these 
agents  have  had  deputies  under  them.  These  deputies  are  Ball,  Fulton,  and 
Rutherford.  All  the  wagons,  &c.  can  be  discharged  with  safety  to  the 
public  service,  as  there  will  be  no  need  of  them  during  the  summer.  I can 
only  add,  that  all  of  these  agents  had  given  up  lucrative  engagements  for 
their  present  situations;  and,  as  it  will  be  at  longest  but  a few  months  before 
their  services  will  again  be  required,  1 hope  they  will  not  be  discharged,  and 
left  unemployed  until  next  fall.  They  have  all  had  a hard  time  of  it  last 
winter;  were  constantly  greatly  exposed  to  all  kinds  of  weather  and  latigue. 
An  early  answer  to  this  note,  giving  me  your  views  in  this  respect,  is  re- 
spectfully solicited. 

^ With  great  respect,  ^ 

I am,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

And  most  humble  servant, 

A.  H.  SEVIER. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Cantonment  Towson,  west  op  A.  T.,jSpril  9,  1832. 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  my  quarterly  return  of  provisions  issued  to  the 
removing  Choctaw  Indians,  and  account  current  for  the  first  quarter  1832, 
with  their  vouchers. 

After  the  removal  of  the  present  yearns  e igration,  I found  it  necessary 
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to  make  three  additional  depots:  a separate  abstract  is  rendered  for  issues 
made  at  each  for  each  depot.  I necessarily  employed  a suitable  person  to 
take  charge  of  it,  and  to  attend  to  the  receiving  and  issuing  of  supplies. 
An  abstract  of  persons  now  employed  by  me  I also  enclose. 

In  consequence  of  the  duties  of  the  persons  whom  I had  heretofore  em- 
ployed having  become  far  more  arduous  than  at  first  anticipated,  I was  un- 
der the  necessity  of  increasing  their  monthly  compensation,  as  their  ac- 
counts will  show. 

In  consequence  of  having  complied  with  the  wishes  of  the  emigrants  in 
drawing  their  meat  and  salt  rations,  it  has  caused  a considerable  dispropor- 
tion as  respects  the  time  to  which  the  different  companies  have  drawn,  as 
the  abstracts  will  show. 

Having  been  authorized  by  Captain  Brown  to  use  my  own  discretion  in 
procuring  any  further  supplies  of  corn  or  salt  for  the  present  year’s  emigra- 
tion, that  might  be  necessary,  I made  several  purchases  of  small  lots  of 
corn,  agreeably  to  vouchers  Nos.  2,  4,  6,  and  7. 

I also  entered  into  a private  contract  with  B.  R.  Milam  for  the  delivery 
in  the  cribs,  at  Horse  prairie,  of  two  thousand  bushels  at  one  dollar  forty 
cents  per  bushel,  and  with  E.  .1.  Smith  for  the  delivery  of  about  eighteen 
hundred  in  the  Mountain  Fork  of  Little  river  at  one  dollar  forty-three  and 
three-quarter  cents  per  bushel.  These  two  points  are  not  only  difficult,  but 
diingerous,  on  account  of  the  navigation,  to  furnish  supplies  by  water-carri- 
age; and  I conceive  both  of  the  contracts  to  be  reasonable,  if  not  low. 

By  last  mail  I received  instructions  from  Captain  Brown  to  increase  the 
corn  ration  to  one  and  a half  pints.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  increase  of  the 
ration,  the  purchases  and  contracts  which  I have  made  as  above  would  have 
been  about  sufficient  to  have  supplied  the  present  year’s  emigration  until 
the  coming  in  of  the  new  crop,  but  I shall  now  be  compelled  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  an  additional  supply  of  about  six  or  seven  thousand  bushels. 
The  whole  of  this  supply  will  be  required  at  Horse  prairie  and  the  Moun- 
tain fork,  and  I shall  conceive  myself  fortunate  if  1 succeed  in  having  it 
delivered  for  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents:  if  the  fact  of  the  increase  becomes 
known  to  the  people  before  I can  enter  into  contracts,  I doubt  much  whe- 
ther I can  obtain  it  for  much  less  than  two  dollars. 

Voucher  No.  2. — The  site  at  which  I originally  built  my  cabins  proved 
to  be  neither  as  central  or  as  convenient  to  the  public  cribs  as  I wished. 
I was  also  necessarily  compelled  to  remove,  in  consequence  of  the  spring  of 
water  by  which  I built  going  perfectly  dry  during  the  summer  and  fall 
months.  Other  cabins  were  necessarily  to  be  built,  as  store-houses  for  salt, 
corn,  and  also  for  a stable;  so  that  the  only  additional  expense  caused  by 
the  removal  is  the  last  charge  in  the  account:  Removing  and  rebuilding 
two  log  cabins,  thirty  dollars. 

Voucher  No.  5. — Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  Netuchache’s  party  of 
emigrants,  they  determined  on  settling  the  country  between  the  mouths  of 
Kiamichi  and  Boggy:  it  therefore  became  necessary  to  immediately  have 
corn  and  salt  transported  to  that  section  of  country.  I accordingly  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  the  captain  of  the  steamboat  Enterprise  to  tow  a 
keel-boat  of  corn  and  some  salt  to  Hoise  prairie,  which  is  a central  point, 
or  as  near  to  that  point  as  the  water  would  permit.  The  steamboat  was 
employed  four  days.  The  boat  might  have  been  pushed  up  by  hand  at  a 
cheaper  rate,  but  several  days  would  have  been  required  to  have  hired  a 
crew  for  that  purpose,  and  the  rapid  fall  of  the  water  in  the  river  would  ad- 
mit of  no  delay. 
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Voucher  No.  14. — At  the  time  I hired  the  steamboat  to  go  to  Horse 
prairie,  the  captain  consented  to  take  on  board  a number  of  the  sick  and 
disabled  emigrants,  but,  by  some  inistake  or  inadvertency  on  the  part  of  one 
of  the  parties,  some  two  or  three  of  the  sick  were  left  on  the  bank  of  the 
river.  I accordingly  hired  a wagon,  and  had  them  put  across  the  Kiamichi, 
where  their  friends  were  ready  to  take  care  of  them. 

Voucher  No.  17. — In  consequence  of  a bar  in  the  river,  the  steamboat 
did  not  succeed  in  towing  the  keel-boat  to  Horse  prairie:  after  she  was 
lightened  by  making  an  issue  out  of  her,  she  was  pushed  up  by  hand,  which 
caused  this  account. 

Voucher  No.  22. — All  those  Choctaws  who  emigrated  previous  to  the 
issuing  of  your  circular  of  the  12th  of  August,  1831,  are  paid  on  this  roll, 
with  the  exception  of  about  eighteen,  who  returned  to  the  old  nation  last 
fall:  some  of  them  have  again  returned,  bringing  with  them  commutation 
tickets.  There  is  but  little  danger  of  fraud  from  any  of  those  people,  in  as 
much  as  I know  nearly  the  whole  of  them  personally.  I have  already  paid 
some  of  the  tickets,  but,  as  I wished  to  pay  the  whole  on  the  same  roll,  I have 
not  entered  it  in  my  abstract  of  expenditures.  The  payment  of  the  tickets 
I hope  will  be  nearly  completed  in  the  course  of  eight  or  ten  days. 

As  far  as  I have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  emigrants  are  satisfied  with 
the  arrangements  made  for  their  subsistence:  they  only  complain  of  the 
smallness  of  their  corn  ration. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON,  Lieut.  U.  S.  A., 
Agent  for  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City^  D.  C. 


May  5,  1832. 

Dear  General:  I called  to  see  you  about  getting  an  estimate  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Arkansas  river,  and,  as  1 have  other  en- 
gagements this  morning  to  attend  to,  I cannot  wait  to  see  you.  I wish  you 
to  state,  if  you  have  any  data  in  your  office  by  which  you  can  make  such  a 
statement,  what  are  the  impediments  to  the  navigation  of  the  Arkansas 
river? 

2.  How  far  is  it  navigable  for  steamboats? 

3.  What  amount  of  money  will  it  require  to  remove  the  snags  out  of  said 
river? 

4.  As  the  snag-boats  and  implements  are  on  hand,  and  now  laying  idle, 
could  not  the  work  be  completed  at  this  time  for  less  means  than  at  any 
other  time,  when  new  boats,  &c.,  would  have  to  be  purchased? 

5.  Is  not  the  navigation  of  that  river  important  to  the  Government  to 
facilitate  the  removal  of  the  emigrating  Indians?  and  do  you  not  intend  to 
send  many  of  the  Indians  to  their  new  country  by  water? 

The  bill  for  making  appropriations  for  works  of  internal  improvement 
will  come  up  for  consideration  again  on  Tuesday  next.  Before  that  time 
I desire  your  answer,  that  I may  have  it  printed. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  H.  SEVIER. 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  Present. 
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New  York,  May  12,  1832. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  10th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  sizes,  weights,  and 
prices  of  Mackinaw  blankets,  is  just  received.  In  reply,  we  send  you  the 
following  as  the  prices,  &c.,  of  the  only  article  we  import,  which  is  a 
genuine  Indian  blanket^  such  as  are  solely  used  by  the  American  Fur 
Company  and  other  Indian  traders. 

The  American  made  blankets  will  not  answer  for  the  Indians,  as  has  been 
sufficiently  tested  by  those  who  have  endeavored  to  introduce  them. 

We  can  at  all  times  supply  an  inferior  article,  made  in  imitation  of  the 
genuine,  at  about  twenty-five  per  cent,  less  in  price,  but  in  fact  not  adapted 
to  the  use  of  the  Indians. 
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The  department 

are 

aware  that 

our  long  experience 

in 

this  branch  of 

trade  enables  us  to  furnish  those  goods  on  as  good  terms  as  can  be  procured 
in  the  United  States,  and  that  we  are  now  enabled  to  furnish  any  quantity. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Elbert  Herring,  Esq.  SUYDAM,  JACKSON,  & Co. 


Fort  Towson,  west  or  Arkansas  River, 

^pril  30,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  February  has  been  received.  In  my  letter  of 
the  9th  instant,  I omitted  to  state  the  number  of  emigrants  who  were  draw-, 
ing  subsistence  at  the  different  depots  under  my  charge. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  under  me  at  this  time: 

From  the  depot  at  Horse  prairie,  about  half  way  between  the  mouths 

of  Kiamichi  and  Boggy  rivers,  -----  1351 

Near  Fort  Towson,  ------  1205 

Old  Miller  court-house,  on  the  bank  of  Red  river,  - - 341 

Mountain  fork  of  Little  river,  -----  852 

Of  this  number,  there  are  164  of  the  first  year’s  emigration  drawing  their 
corn  and  salt  rations  from  the  depot  near  Fort  Towson,  the  remainder  having 
drawn  their  full  year’s  supply.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a letter  I 
have  just  written  to  Captain  Brown: 

A considerable  portion  of  the  emigrants  who  are  already  here  will  be 
prepared  to  furnish  themselves  with  their  corn  ration  when  the  new  crop  is 
gathered,  and  1 have  no  doubt  would  prefer  to  commute  that  part  of  their 
ration  at  the  average  contract  price  for  the  next  year.  If  their  wishes  in  that 
respect  can  be  complied  with,  it  will  have  the  tendency  of  increasing  com- 
petition amongst  the  corn-planters,  in  as  much  as  the  quantity  commuted  will 
be  so  much  less  required  by  Government.” 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON, 

General  George  Gibson,  Lieut.  United  States^  Army. 

C.  G.  8.,  Washington  City^  D.  C. 
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Fort  Towson,  west  op  Arkansas  Territory, 

July  10,  1832. 

SiRf  Your  letters  of  the  2d  and  27th  of  April,  have  been  received. 

Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I herewith  enclose  a copy  of  my  register 
of  emigrant  Choctaws.  It  includes  all  that  have  emigrated  to  their  new 
country,  with  the  exception  of  those  who  have  located  themselves  near  Fort 
Smith.  At  the  close  of  the  seventh  volume,  you  will  find  a recapitulation 
explanatory  of  the  alterations  throughout  the  register. 

In  consequence  of  the  time  allotted  to  complete  the  register,  I shall  be 
unable  to  forward  my  quarterly  returns  until  next  mail. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON, 

Lieut,  United  States*  army,  *dgent  in  removal  of  Indians. 
General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Fort  Towson,  w*est  op  Arkansas  Territory, 

July  18,  1832. 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  my  quarterly  return  of  provisions  issued  to  the 
removing  Choctaw  Indians  for  the  second  quarter  of  this  year;  also  my 
account  current,  with  their  vouchers,  for  the  same  period.  You  will  find  I 
have  made  two  abstracts  for  issues  made  at  each  depot:  this  is  done  on  ac- 
count of  the  increase  of  the  corn  ration  to  one  and  a half  pints  not  having 
been  carried  into  effect  until  1st  of  May. 

At  the  close  of  the  present  quarter  the  cribs  at  the  different  depots  being 
nearly  destitute  of  corn,  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  making  a near  estimate 
of  the  loss  in  issues  on  the  article  of  corn.  Although  the  loss  is  very  great, 
I believe  it  susceptible  of  explanation. 

In  every  case  where  I have  transported  corn,  I have  found  a considerable 
loss  on  account  of  shattering,  from  wet  weather,  and  the  dampness  of 
the  boat  used  in  transportation.  I am  informed  by  persons  who  ought  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  such  things,  that  corn  cribbed  in  the  fall  season,  and 
suffered  to  remain  in  the  cribs  until  it  becomes  perfectly  dry,  will  lose  in. 
measurement  eight  or  ten  per  cent.  I am  also  well  aware  that  some  portion 
of  corn  has  been  stolen  from  the  cribs  by  the  Indians.  This  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  doing,  in  as  much  as  some  of  the  first  cribs  built  were  designedly 
left  as  open  as  possible,  in  order  to  preserve  the  cormfrom  heating. 

The  following  are  remarks  in  explanatian  of  some  of  my  vouchers: 

Voucher  No.  1 — John  Clark.  This  purchase  I was  compelled  to  make, 
in  order  to  finish  an  issue  to  the  Choctaws  on  the  Mountain  fork;  although 
at  the  same  time,  and  for  some  time  previous,  I had  a boat  load  of  corn  in 
Little  river  designed  for  that  place,  but  could  not  ascend  on  account  of 
low  water. 

Abstract  purchases  No.  2.  Although  I have  no  authority  for  furnishing 
the  supplies  purchased  in  this  abstract,  I was  induced  to  do  so  from  the  faict 
that  Captain  McClellan  arrived  here  under  such  an  expectation,  and  from 
his  having  stated  to  me  that  he  was  furnished  with  similar  supplies  at  Fort 
Smith  by  Lieut.  Raines.  I believe  that  Lieut.  Raines  had  authority  for 
so  doing,  and  accordingly  followed  his  example. 
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Voucher  No.  18— Pay-roll  of  Choctaws.  With  this  I send  the  tickets  on 
which  the  payments  were  made:  whenever  they  do  not  agree,  explanations 
will  be  found  on  the  back  of  the  tickets. 

Voucher  No.  19 — Pay-roll  of  Choctaws.  Although  the  individuals  paid 
on  this  roll  had  no  tickets,  I felt  myself  authorized  in  paying  them,  having 
the  fullest  evidence  from  their  head-men  and  captains  of  their  having  emi- 
grated on  their  own  resources. 

Voucher  No.  9 — Lieut.  Davis’s  receipt  for  beef.  This  issue  was  made  to 
a company  of  soldiers  under  the  charge  of  Capt.  Stewart  7th  infantry,  who 
had  arrived  at  Horse  prairie  on  Red  river,  having  finished  opening  a road 
to  that  point  from  Fort  Smith,  and  were  entirely  out  of  fresh  provisions. 

The  commutation  tickets  are  in  a separate  envelope,  and  will  reach  you 
at  the  same  time  with  this  letter. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  STEPHENSON,  Lieut  U,  S. 

%figent  in  rem^l  and  subsistence  Indians. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


New  Choctaw  Agency,  Sept.  1,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I arrived  at  this  place  on  the 
30th  August.  I should  have  been  here  two  weeks  earlier  had  I not  been  de- 
tained by  sickness.  My  services,  however,  have  not  yet  been  required,  nor 
will  there  be  any  thing  for  me  to  do  before  the  5th  of  the  present  month,  by 
which  time  the  special  agent  will  probably  ascertain  the  number  of  Indians 
who  are  going  west  of  the  Mississippi  this  year. 

I acknowledged,  also,  the  receipt  of  your  communication  dated  the  23d  of 
July  last,  informing  me  that  you  had  directed  ten  thousand  dollars  to  be 
placed  to  my  credit  in  the  Branch  of  the  United  States’  Bank  at  Nashville. 
Respectfully? 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  SIMONTON, 

Dis¥g  Jigent  Choctaw  removal. 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Nashville,  Sept  18,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith  enclosed,  an  estimate  made 
out  by  the  special  agent,  of  the  funds  which  will  be  required  by  me  in  the 
removal  of  the  Choctaw  Indians. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  make  an  exact  estimate  in  detail  of  the  funds  re- 
quired, until  after  the  Indians  have  been  mustered,  when  we  will  know  the 
precise  number  going.  However,  as  funds  will  be  required  probably  sooner 
after  the  muster  than  I can  hear  from  the  department,  I have  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  transmit  the  estimate  of  the  special  agent,  and  respectfully  request 
that  the  amount  required  be  placed  to  my  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the 
United  States  at  Natchez. 


867 


C 512] 

The  Branch  Bank  at  Natchez  will  be  the  nearest  Branch  of  the  United 
States’  Bank  to  the  section  of  country  in  which  I shall  operate;  and  the  facili- 
ties of  communication  with  this  bank  will  also  be  superior  to  those  afforded 
by  any  other. 

I have  just  drawn  ten  thousand  dollars  from  the  Branch  of  the  United 
States’  Bank  in  this  place,  which  leaves  the  amount  required  by  the  estimate 
eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars.  This  amount  I believe  will  fall  short 
of  what  will  be  found  necessary  upon  mustering  the  Indians.  1 do  not  think 
it  necessary,  however,  to  make  any  other  estimate  at  this  time. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  SIMONTON,  Lieut,  2d  Infantry^ 
Disbursing  Agent, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  8. j Washington  City. 


Office  of  Disbursing  Agent  for  the  Cherokees  west, 

August  19,  1832. 

Sir:  On  my  arrival  at  this  place,  (8th  instant,)  I called  on  Capt.  Vashon, 
Cherokee  agent,  to  whom  I reported  my  instructions  as  disbursing  agent  for 
the  Cherokees.  Capt.  Vashon  informed  me,  that,  for  the  want  of  funds,  he 
had  commuted  most  of  the  rations  due  the  Indians  who  have  lately  emigra- 
ted at  nine  cents  per  ration,  and  that  this  course  was  preferred  by  the  In- 
dians. 

Your  letter  (without  date)  written  after  my  departure  from  Washington, 
(3d  ultimo)  informing  me  that  the  commuting  of  the  ration  by  Capt.  Vashon, 
had  been  reported  to  the  department,  is  received.  Its  contents  have  been 
reported  to  Capt.  Vashon,  in  order  that  he  should  cease  commuting  the  ra- 
tions. The  number  of  rations  commuted  by  Capt.  Vashon  amount  to  three 
hundred  and  forty-four. 

I am  now  preparing  a muster-roll  of  the  Indians,  in  accordance  with  your 
instructions.  The  Indians  are  much  scattered,  and  some  time  will  be  requir- 
ed to  complete  it:  when  completed,  it  will  be  copied  on  the  printed  form 
and  forwarded  to  you.  Capt.  Vashon  has  furnished  me  with  a copy  of  a roll 
given  him  by  Mr.  Currey,  the  superintendent  of  the  emigrating  Cherokees. 
This  roll  only  gives  the  number  of  reds,  whites,  and  blacks,  mustered  by 
Mr.  Currey  before  their  departure  from  Georgia:  some,  I understand,  came 
over  for  commutation  allowance,  and  some  have  not  arrived.  Captain  Va- 
shon can  give  me  no  further  information  on  the  subject. 

With  much  respect,  I am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SEA  WELL,  Lieut.  U.  8.  A., 

Disb’g  Agent  for  Cherokees  west. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G.  8.,  Washington  City. 


Fort  Towson,  west  of  A.  T.,  8ept.  10,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  9th  of  July,  together  with  circular, 
blanks,  and  new  regulations  for  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  have  been 
received . 
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Previous  to  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  (24th  August)  all  the  emigrants,  with 
the  exception  of  a few  companies,  had  received  their  rations  to  include  the 
SOth  September,  and  to  those  few  I intend  issuing,  as  formerly,  up  to  the 
same  period.  1 shall  do  this  in  order  that  the  new  regulations  may  operate 
on  all  equally;  at  the  same  time  believing  it  will  meet  with  your  approba- 
tion. 

I herewith  enclose  monthly  abstracts  for  subsistence,  transportation,  and 
contingencies,  for  July  and  August.  The  remarks  I have  made  on  these  ab- 
stracts are  not  according  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  circular,  but 
as  near  as  I could  make  them.  On  an  examination  of  these  abstracts,  you 
will  find  that  the  quantity  of  corn  transported  exceeds  what  has  been  pur- 
chased: this  will  be  explained  by  the  fact  that,  when  I made  the  purchase 
of  some  of  the  corn,  I was  compelled  to  promise  payment  in  money,  and  in 
complying  with  this  the  payment  was  delayed  until  the  present  month, 
i am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  STEPHENSON,  AeW.  U,  S, 

Disb^g  ^gent  in  reviH  and  sub » Indians, 

Emigration  of  Indians, 

C.  G.  S.j  Washington  City. 


Office  of  Disbursing  Agent  for  the  Cherokees  west, 

September  2,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  received  two  letters  from  Messrs.  Duval  and  Cams  of  Fort 
Smith,  stating  that  they  had  furnislied  ninety-five  of  the  late  emigrants  with 
rations  for  one  year,  amounting  to  ^3,045,  and  requiring  this  amount  from 
me,  which  I have  declined  paying  unless  ordered  so  to  do,  I have  under- 
stood that  those  gentlemen  have  written  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  as  he  may  think  that  rations  have  actually  been  furnished  by  them, 
which  is  not  the  case,  I have  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  you  some  informa- 
tion relative  to  it. 

When  the  late  emigrants  reached  this,  Mr.  Carrey,  the  superintendent, 
stated  to  Captain  Vashon,  the  agent,  that  the  whites  and  slaves  were  not  en- 
titled to  rations.  Captain  Vaslion,  being  of  different  opinion,  promised  the 
emigrants  to  write  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  know  if  this  was  the  fact. 
The  speculators  began  buying  up  those  rations  excluded  by  Mr.  Currey,  and 
Mr.  Caro's,  of  the  firm  of  Duval  and  Caros,  as  he  says,  purchased  ninety-five 
of  those  claims  at  a deduction  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  amount  allowed 
by  Captain  Vashon  for  the  ration,  paid  in  goods  at  an  exorbitant  price,  he, 
Mr.  Cams,  having  been  advised  by  Captain  Vashon  not  to  do  so.  1 have 
seen  nearly  all  of  those  who  sold  their  rations,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
two,  are  anxious  to  receive  the  ration  for  their  slaves,  and  settle  with  Mr. 
Cams  for  what  goods  they  got  of  him.  Should,  however,  Mr.  Cam’s 
claims  be  paid,  there  are  other  speculators  in  the  same  situation,  who  would 
wish  also  to  be  paid. 

The  Cherokees  wish  their  ration  to  be  issued  to  them  all  at  once.  The 
meat  part  they  generally  prefer  in  pork*  and  on  the  foot,  which  I am  in- 
duced to  believe  can  be  got  as  low  as  beef,  and  to  be  issued  in  December. 
These  people  are  nearly  all  farmers,  and  have  sufficient  to  live  on  without 
receiving  wffiat  is  due  them  from  the  Government  I would  recommend 
his  course,  as  the  expense  which  will  attend  frequent  issues  will  be  saved. 
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There  are  a few  of  the  late  emigrants  who  purchased  negroes  after  they 
Were  enrolled^  and  before  leaving  for  this:  they  state  that  Mr.  Currey  refused 
enrolling  them,  but  allowed  them  their  passage,  they  finding  their  own  ra- 
tions. 1 have  been  requested  to  state  this  to  you  in  order  to  know  if  they 
are  not  entitled  to  rations.  There  were  three  negroes  owned  by  Indians  at 
the  time  those  Indians  were  enrolled,  who  do  not  appear  on  the  rolls.  Must 
they  now  be  put  on  the  rolls,  and  be  given  rations?  Proof  of  this  fact  can 
be  had.  I have  also  been  requested  to  state  that  one  of  the  emigrants  was 
sent  here  by  land,  with  horses,  &c.,  belonging  to  his  father,  and,  as  he  left  his 
country  before  the  family  were  enrolled,  he  was  excluded  by  Mr.  Currey. 
Must  this  man  be  now  enrolled  and  receive  rations,  and  will  he  be  allowed 
for  transporting  himself  ? 

With  much  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SEAWELL,  Lieut,  U.  S, 
Disbursing  nMgent  for  the  Cherokees  west. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibsoh, 

C,  G,  S.y  fVashinglon  City, 


Fort  Towson,  west  of  Arkansas  Territory, 

Septeinber  24,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  communications  of  the  14th  and  21st  August  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

I herewith  enclose  abstracts  of  purchases  for  the  second  quarter  with  their 
duplicate  vouchers.  I cannot  imagine  how  the  original  abstracts  and  vouch- 
ers miscarried,  as  I believe  they  were  forwarded  in  the  same  envelope 
with  the  other  papers. 

Until  the  reception  of  your^s  of  the  21st  August,  I was  not  aware  that  it 
was  necessary  for  me  to  make  my  estimates  for  funds  on  you.  Heretofore, 
I have  my  estimates  on  Captain  Brown,  and  I enclose  a copy  of  my  esti- 
mate on  him  for  the  fourth  quarter. 

Since  the  consumption  of  the  corn  furnished  on  contracts,  all  that  has  been 
required  to  ration  the  emigrants  has  been  procured  by  private  agreement. 
It  was  left  optional  to  me  by  Captain  Brown  to  pursue  this  course  or  not; 
and,  in  adopting  it,  I am  very  well  aware  that  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  subserved. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R,  STEPHENSON,  LieuL  U.  S,  JL, 
Disb^g  Agent  in  Choctaw  removal. 

Emigration  of  Indians, 

C,  G,  A.,  Washington  City, 


Fort  Towson,  west  op  Arkansas  Territory, 

October  15,  1832. 

Sir:  Herewith,  enclosed,  you  will  receive  the  following  returns,  &c.:  ac- 
count current,  with  abstracts  and  vouchers;  return  of  provisions  and  forage,  with 
abstracts  and  vouchers;  return' of  property,  and  quarterly  statement  of  agents. 

Under  the  head  of  “remarks/^  in  my  abstracts  of  provisions  issued,  you 
will  find  this  remark:  corn  ration  retained  for  a certain  number  of  persons. 
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When  the  present  year’s  crop  became  fit  for  use,  these  persons  made  a re- 
quest that  their  corn  rations  should  be  retained  until  the  expiration  of  their 
year’s  subsistence,  when  it  would  be  replaced,  assigning  as  a reason  why 
their  request  should  be  granted,  that  they  had  a sufficiency  of  their  own 
raising  to  subsist  themselves  for  the  present,  and,  when  replaced  to  them  in 
spring,  they  would  not  be  in  want  of  seed  corn.  For  this  reason  I granted 
their  request,  believing  at  the  same  time  that,  on  the  score  of  expense,  it  will 
be  in  favor  of  Government,  without  bearing  on  the  emigrants. 

The  corn  reported  in  my  return  as  received  from  the  Choctaws  is  also  re- 
tained rations,  for  which  I am  to  pay  them  contract  price  at  the  end  of  this 
quarter.  These  individuals  had  more  than  a sufficiency  for  themselves. 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  the  new  regulations,  I had  issued  to  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  emigrants  their  rations  up  to  the  last  of  September,  and 
have  issued  to  the  remainder  of  the  same  rates,  so  that  my  abstracts  are 
calculated  according  lo  the  original  allowance. 

On  or  before  a beef  issue,  I have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  to  the  cap- 
tains of  companies  an  order  on  the  contractor  for  the  amount  of  beef  to  be 
issued,  and,  when  issued,  these  orders  were  given  to  the  contractors,  on  which 
orders  payments  were  made  for  the  beef  delivered.  By  the  loss  of  some  of 
these  orders,  the  gain  on  the  issue  of  beef  has  occurred,  I can  account  for  it  in 
no  other  way. 

In  my  abstract  of  disbursements  for  contingencies,  you  will  find  an  account 
of  Elijah  Carter  for  estimating  beef:  in  as  much  as  the  emigrants,  almost 
in  every  instance,  are  desirous  of  receiving  their  meat  ration  on  the  hoof,  I 
was  compelled  to  employ  some  one  to  estimate  the  beef.  This  individual, 
possessing  a character  for  honesty  and  judgment  in  that  particular,  has  al- 
ways pleased  both  parties  without  the  necessity  of  calling  on  others. 

According  to  Captain  Brown’s  advertisement  of  the  4th  August,  1 opened 
proposals  for  furnishing  the  several  depots  on  Red  river  with  corn  on  the 
1st  October.  An  abstract  of  bids  I enclose.  From  an  examination  of  it, 
you  will  find  that  but  one  proposition  was  accepted  for  furnishing  the  depot 
near  Fort  Towson.  I have  since  entered  into  private  contracts,  as  follows: 

For  one  thousand  bushels  at  Old  Miller  court-house,  at  00  per  bushel, 

« <€  <fi  u « 1 06i 

For  twenty-five  hundred  bushels  at  Mountain  fork,  at  1 34 

Although  the  amount  contracted  for  at  the  Mountain  fork  does  not  agree 
with  the  advertisement,  I believe  it  will  be  sufficient.  Should  more  be  re- 
quired, it  can  be  purchased  equally  as  cheap. 

Several  propositions  have  been  made  to  me  for  furnishing  the  depot  at 
Horse  prairie,  to  none  of  which  I have  acceded.  I,  however,  have  it  in  my 
power  to  furnish  that  depot  any  time  at  a price  not  exceeding  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  per  bushel. 

Duplicates  ot  the  contracts  entered  into  have  been  furnished  Captain  Brown 
by  his  directions. 

The  horses  and  oxen  reported  in  my  return  being  no  longer  necessary, 
what  disposition  shall  I make  of  them?  You  will  also  find  in  this  return 
two  keel-boats:  one  was  nearly  ruined  in  ascending  Little  river  in  the  spring, 
and  is  now  undergoing  repairs.  I was  induced  to  have  her  repaired  in  or- 
der to  bring  her  into  Red  river  to  counteract  the  object  of  a few  individuals 
who  have  attempted  to  monopolize  the  corn,  and  who  actually  have  the  con- 
trol of  all  the  boats  on  the  river,  with  the  exception  of  those  two. 
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Full  arrangements  are  made  for  furnishing  the  remainder  of  the  year’s 
supply  of  provisions  for  the  emigrants  who  are  already  here,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  corn  at  Horse  prairie. 

Jacob  Buzzard’s  and  F,  A.  McWilliams’s  contracts  for  beef  having  been 
filled,  are  herewith  enclosed.  I also  enclose  a copy  of  Byrd  and  Thomp- 
son’s contract,  they  having  filled  that  portion  of  it  (180,000)  which  I was 
directed  to  receive  from  them  on  Red  river.  The  original  contract  will  be 
found  with  Lieutenant  Raine’s  papers. 

By  a reference  to  my  return  of  provisions  for  the  first  quarter,  you  will 
find  Jesse  Shelton  credited  with  44,969i  lbs.  beef:  this  should  have  been 
credited  to  McWilliams’s  contract. 

I am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON,  LieiiL  U,  S. 

Dis¥g  Sgent  in  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
Emigration  of  Indians, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City^  D.  C. 


Office  of  Disbursing  Agent  Cherokees  west, 

October  7,  1832; 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  my  accounts,  &c.,  for  the 
third  quarter  of  1832.  Looney  Price  was  employed  by  Captain  Vashon  as 
assistant  issuing  commissary  from  the  8th  of  May  to  the  6th  of  September, 
and  I have  paid  his  account  on  the  certificate  of  Captain  Vashon.  The  store- 
house, charged  for  by  Looney  Price,  was  built  by  order  of  Captain  Vashon, 
and  was  turned  over  to  me  by  him.  The  charge  was  a reasonable  one,  and 
I have  paid  it. 

' In  my  account  for  transportation  of  baggage,  I have  charged  transportation 
while  making  out  the  muster-roll  of  the  late  emigrants,  as  directed  by  you. 
The  emigrants  were  so  scattered  that  it  occupied  me  upwards  of  two  weeks, 
constantly  riding,  before  I could  see  them  all;  and  my  expense,  while  tra- 
velling, far  exceeded  the  charge  for  mileage.  It  was  necessary  to  take  with 
me,  during  a part  of  the  time,  some  respectable  person  as  well  to  interpret 
as  to  witness  the  issues,  for  whose  services  I paid  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  day. 

The  printed  form,  on  which  I am  required  to  copy  the  muster-roll,  was 
left  at  the  mouth  of  White  river  with  my  baggage,  and  has  not  yet  arrived. 
In  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  laborers  here,  I have  to  request 
that  an  order  be  obtained,  directing  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Gibson 
to  furnish  me  with  laborers  from  his  command,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
store-houses  and  such  other  work  as  may  be  required  by  the  department. 

> With  much  respect,  I am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  SEA  WELL,  Lieut,  U.  S.  A,, 
Disbursing  Agent  for  the  Cherokees  west. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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Office  of  Disbursing  Agent  Cherokees  west, 

October  7,  1832. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Cams,  of  the  firm  of  Duval  and  Cams  of 
Fort  Smith,  I enclose  you  a list  of  the  late  Cherokee  emigrants,  to  whom  he 
states  he  has  furnished  rations  for  one  year.  I have  been  informed  by  some 
of  the  persons  named  in  his  list  that  they  had  sold  their  claims  to  Messrs. 
Duval  and  Cams.  It  appears,  by  this  list,  that  one  of  the  emigrants,  Ed- 
ward Bean,  has  sold  his  claim  for  two  rations.  Bean  has  been  drawing  his 
rations  for  his  family. 

With  much  respect,  I am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ^SEAWELL,  LieuL  U,  S.  Jl,, 
Disbursing  Jlgent  Jor  the  Cherokees  west. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Fort  Towson,  west  of  Arkansas  Territory, 

November  5,  1832. 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  my  monthly  abstracts  of  disbursements  for  sub- 
sistence and  contingencies  for  the  month  of  October,  1832.  I also  enclose 
an  estimate  for  funds  for  the  first  quarter  of  1833.  My  estimate  on  Captain 
Brown  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  present  year  has  been  complied  with. 
Since  my  letter  of  the  15th  of  October,  I have  entered  into  contracts  for  the 
delivery  of  four  thousand  bushels  of  corn  for  the  Horse  Prairie  Depot.  Du- 
plicates of  these  contracts  have  been  furnished  Captain  Brown.  There  is 
still  wanting  for  that  depot  about  three  thousand  bushels,  which  I shall  be 
able  to  obtain  at  a fair  price  in  a short  time. 

After  the  new  method  of  furnishing  supplies  is  put  in  operation,  the  two 
keel-boats  in  my  possession  will  be  of  no  service.  I would  therefore  re- 
quest authority  to  dispose  of  them. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON,  LieuL  U.  S.  A., 

Dish^g  Jlgent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

General  Geo.  GibwSon, 

C.  G.  S.)  Washington  City. 


Office  op  Disbursing  Agent  Cherokees  west, 

November  11,  1832. 

Sir:  Since  my  letter  of  the  2d  of  September,  Messrs.  Duval  and  Cams, 
of  Fort  Smith,  have  obtained  an  order  directing  Captain  Vashon,  the  agent, 
to  draft  for  the  claims  for  negro  rations  purchased  by  them  previous  to  my 
arrival  here. 

I have  to  report  to  you  that,  I am  informed,  those  gentlemen  are  still  pur- 
chasing claims  for  rations.  They  have  purchased  from  the  late  Cherokee 
emigrants,  George  Waid,  nine  rations,  and  John  H.  Stover,  four  rations. 
The  Indians,  who  have  rations  due  them,  will  not  draw  before  the  next 
month. 
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A muster-roll  of  the  late  emigrants  will  be  forwarded  by  the  next  mail. 
I have  the  honor  to  be^ 

With  much  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  SEAWELL,  Lieut,  U, 

Disb^g  • Agent  for  the  Cherokees  west 

General  Gborge  Gibson, 

C*  G,  iS,y  Washington  Ciiy^  I),  C. 


New  York,  fuly  25^  1832. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  7th  instant  was  received  in  due  course,  with  di- 
rections for  the  shipment  of  the  goods  purchased  by  Maj.  F.  W.  Armstrong. 

The  goods  were  all  shipped  yesterday,  agreeably  to  your  orders;  and  we 
have  now  the  pleasure  of  handing  you,  enclosed,  invoices  of  the  same,  to- 
gether with  bills  of  lading  and  receipts  for  freight,  &c. ; all  of  which  we 
trust  you  will  find  correct 

The  three  boxes  of  rifles  we  received  from  Philadelphia  yesterday,  and 
have  shipped  them  with  our  goods. 

We  have  written  to  General  C.  Irvine  at  Philadelphia,  and  have  enclosed 
to  him  the  original  bill  of  lading  for  the  blankets  for  the  Choctaws,  as  well 
as  the  receipt  for  the  freight  of  the  same. 

We  have  also  written  to  Colonel  J.  B.  Gardiner  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  ad- 
vising him  of  the  shipment  of  the  goods,  and  to  whom  consigned.  Copies 
of  these  letters  we  also  enclose  you. 

With  high  respect, 

We  are,  your  obedient  servants, 

SUYDAM,  JACKSON  k CO. 

General  George  Gibson,  C,  G,  S. 

Document.  ' , 

No.  1.  Duplicate  invoices  of  goods,  marked  Choctaw  Agency  west.’^ 

2.  Do  do  do  for  the  Ottaways  ’ of  Blanchard’s  Fork 

and  Oquanox’s  village. 

3.  Do  do  do  for  the  Shawnees  and  Senecas  of  Lew- 

' istown. 

4.  Do  do  do  for  the  Shawnees  of  Wapaughkonetta  of 

Hog  creek. 

5.  Union  Transportation  Line.  Receipt  for  goods  and  freight  to  Phi- 
ladelphia—12  bales,  marked  Choctaw  Agency  west,  No.  1 and  12;” 
to  be  delivered  to  General  C.  Irvine,  Philadelphia.  Duplicate. 

6.  Troy  and  Erie  Line.  Receipt  for  goods  and  freight  to  Sandusky 
city,  Ohio— 21  packages;  to  be  delivered  to  J.  B.  Gardiner  at  San- 
dusky. 

7.  Union  Transportation  Line,  Receipt  for  freight  of  three  boxes  rifles 
from  Philadelphia. 

8.  S.  R.  Byer,  weigh-master.  Receipt  for  weighing  33  packages  of 
goods. 

9.  Copy  of  our  letter  to  General  Irvine,  Commissary  General,  Phila- 
delphia. 

10.  Copy  of  our  letter  to  Colonel  J,  B.  Gardiner,  Lebanon,  Ohio. 
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Washington  City,  December  31,  1832. 

Dear  General:  1 enclose  you  a letter  from  Messrs.  Byrd  and  Belding 
respecting  their  contracts;  and,  also,  respecting  the  refusal  of  Captain 
Brown  to  pay  the  wagoners  who  took  on  Colonel  Cross’s  party  of  Indians 
last  winter  from  Ecor  de  Fabre.  If  it  be  the  determination  of  the  depart- 
ment not  to  pay  their  claims,  which  I cannot  believe,  I am  anxious  to  know 
it.  If  Captain  Brown  will  be  instructed  to  pay  the  claims,  provided  they 
prove  the  rendition  of  the  service,  please  let  me  know  it,  that  I may  quiet 
the  minds  of  all.  y 

Respectfully,  &c. , 

A.  H.  SEVIER. 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G.  S. 


Little  Rock,  15/  November^  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  As  a last  resort  to  obtain  justice,  after  living  eight  months  in 
hopes,  but  now  despairing,  we  request  you  to  call  upon  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  and  set  forth  our  situation. 

When  the  agent.  Colonel  Cross,  arrived  at  Ecor  de  Fabre,  in  charge  of 
Choctaws  last  winter,  he  employed  all  the  teams  that  could  be  got  in  Hemp- 
stead county,  for  the  removal; promised  pay  as  soon  as  they  should  be  dis- 
charged; put  the  Indians  and  teams  under  the  charge  of  two  assistants  whom 
he  appointed,  and  left  the  Territory.  On  arriving  at  the  place  of  destina- 
tion, the  teams  were  discharged,  with  certificates,  ordering  all  to  meet  at 
Washington  on  the  20th  February  to  receive  their  pay.  The  assistant  agents 
came  to  Captain  Brown  for  money  to  pay  the  contracts,  w^ho  settled  other 
charges,  paid  off  the  agents,  and  discharged  them.  They  immediately  left  the 
Territory;  and  Captain  Brown  (the  man  who  the  people  looked  to  for  their 
money)  refused  to  pay  the  citizens  of  Hempstead  county,  in  number  over 
forty,  of  the  most  respectable  and  industrious,  who  toiled  and  lay  in  Indian 
camps,  through  one  of  the  most  severe  winters  ever  known  in  Arkansas,  to 
get  money  to  pay  their  debts.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  our  situation  became 
apparent.  Colonel  Cross  and  both  assistants  had  left  the  Territory,  and 
Captain  Brown,  the  disbursing  agent,  refused  to  pay  the  debts'contracted  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States.  What  was  to  be  done?  The  consequence  has 
been  repeated  calls  upon  Captain  Brown,  and  cold  refusals  on  his  part,  say- 
ing he  did  not  recognize  the  acts  of  the  agents  east  of  the  Mississippi,  (after 
paying  the  assistants  some  thousands  of  dollars,  and  them,  individually,  for 
their  services.) 

Whether  it  was  the  fault  of  Colonel  Gaines,  Colonel  Cross,  or  Captain 
Colquhoun,  who  were  all  present  at  Vicksburg,  and  arranged  for  that  part  of 
the  removal,  that  funds  were  not  provided,  or  whether  Colonel  Cross  alone 
was  in  fault,  (as  he  took  charge  of  the  party,)  or  if  Captain  Brown  is  in  fault 
for  neglect  of  duty,  it  is  not  our  intent,  at  this  time,  to  impeach  the  con- 
duct of  any  of  the  Government  agents.  We  now  address  you  for  the  only 
purpose  of  having  an  order  for  the  speedy  payment  of  the  claims,  which  in 
all  reasonable  expectation,  Government  will  order  without  deia}^  on  know- 
ing the  facts.  Also,  we  request  you  to  represent  to  the  Commissary  General, 
that  we  have  some  suspended  vouchers  (by  Captain  Brown)  for  provision 
furnished  to  Indians  on  board  steamboats,  from  Monroe  to  Ecor  de  Fabre, 
which,  for  want  of  form,  (there  being  no  agent  on  the  boat,)  Captain  Brown 
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refuses  to  pay;  and  likewise,  some  corn  furnished  near  Fort  Towson,  that 
the  agent  made  a return  out  of  form,  in  all  amount  to  six  or  seven  hundred 
dollars,  which  we  want  ordered  paid,  if  the  facts  of  furnishing  the  same 
are  beyond  doubt,  and  the  fault  not  in  us  as  contractors  that  the  papers  were 
not  regular. 

Respectfully, 

BYRD  & BELDING. 

Hon.  A.  H.  Sevier. 

N.  B.  We  also  hold  a promise  of  Colonel  Cross  for  one  and  a fourthy 
cents  per  ration  extra,  on  all  flour  rations  we  might  issue.  On  the  strength 
of  this  promise,  we  took  off  Government  hands  seven  or  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars of  provisions,  and  paid  for  the  same;  and  now  Captain  Brown  says  we 
may  go  to  Colonel  Cross  for  pay.  We  are  all  honestly  entitled  to  the 
extra  pay. 

Respectfully, 

B.  & B. 


Little  Rock,  November  28,  1832. 

.Dear  Sir:  All  is  well,  and  doing  well  here.  We  have  this  day  heard,  by 
the  steamboat  Reindeer,  that  the  Old  Hero  has  got  the  vote  of  Louisiana, 
Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania,  which  makes  the  Clay  boys  hang  their  under  lips, 

' We  had  some  cheering  news  by  last  mail  from  Kentucky,  that  caused  great 
rejoicing  among  the  Clay  boys.  It  is  said  here  that  our  friend  Bob  Critten- 
den is,  or  will  be,  a candidate  for  Congress.  I think  he  will  miss  the  mark 
if  he  runs. 

I wish  you  to  call  at  the  War  or  Commissary’s  office,  and  make  the  in- 
quiry, whether  or  not  that  Captain  Brown’s  estimate  and  report  for  cash 
has  been  attended  to;  and  whether  or  not  the  money  has  been  sent  to  pay 
off  the  teamsters  employed  in  Hempstead  county  last  year  by  Captain  Cross, 
agent  in  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws?  I have  been  waiting  for  nine  months 
for  to  know  the  result,  and  I think  it  is  high  time  that  Byrd  & Belding,  as 
contractors,  were  paid  for  corn  furnished  the  teams,  and  that  the  persons  own- 
ing the  teams  were  paid  for  their  faithful  conduct  every  dollar  that  is  due 
them.  J do  know  that  some  of  the  agents  have  been  remiss  in  their 
duty,  or  we  would  have  been  paid.  I wish  that  you  would  attend  to  the 
matter,  and  urge  the  payment  of  the  claims,  as  we  are  justly  entitled  to  the 
pay.  Captain  Brown  says  that  he  sent  on  an  estimate  last  July,  and  has 
not  heard  a word  from  the  department  as  yet.  Attend  and  write  me  im- 
mediately. 

Your  friend,  and  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  BYRD. 

Hon.  A.  H.  Sevier. 


Ofeice  op  Disbursing  Agent  Cherokees,  w’est, 

^Qth  November,  1832. 

m 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  l'!^th  and  23d  ultimo  have  been  received,  and  as 
soon  as  the  information  which  you  wish  Captain  Vashon  to  furnish  me  with, 
in  relation  to  the  drafts  he  has  drawn,  &c.,  is  received,  the  muster-roll  of  the 
late  Cherokee  emigrants  will  be  forwarded  to  you. 
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Your  letter  of  the  17th  ultimo  was  received  shortly  after  mine  of  the 
11th  instant,  informing  you  that  Captain  Vashon  had  been  directed  by  the 
acting  Secretary  of  War  to  settle  the  claims  of  Messrs.  Duval  and  Cams  for 
negro  rations,  by  draft,  and  is  the  reason  the  muster-roll  was  not  forwarded 
by  the  following  mail,  as  I stated  in  this  letter  would  be  done. 

There  were  no  disbursements  made  on  account  of  the  Cherokee  emigra- 
tion by  me  previous  to  the  month  of  September  last,  and^is  the  reason  no 
abstracts  of  disbursements,  previous  to  that  month,  were  forwarded. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SEAWELL,Zecw/.  U, 

Ulsh’g  Jigt,  for  Cherokees^  west, 

Brig’r  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Office  of  Disbursing  Agent  Cherokees,  west, 

f)th  December,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  is  a statement  of  drafts,  &c.,  paid  by  Captain 
Vashon  to  the  la^e  Cherokee  emigrants,  in  commutation  of  their  year’s  ra- 
tions. It  appears  that  Captain  Vashon  has  paid  Messrs.  Duval  and  Cams 
for  ten  negro  rations  purchased  of  Joel  M.  Bri^ant.  Joel  M.  Bryant  only 
enrolled  seven  negroes  as  he  informs  me,  and  as  appears  on  the  muster-roll 
forwarded  with  this  mail.  On  the  roll  furnished  me  by  Captain  Vashon, 
which  was  copied  from  the  one  left  by  Mr.  Currey,  ten  negroes  are  report- 
ed as  enrolled  by  Joel  M.  Bryant;  but  this  man  says  the  report  is  incorrect, 
as  he  never  owned  the  number  of  negroes  reported. 

I should  have  advised  Captain  Vashon  of  this,  had  I have  been  apprized  of 
his  order  to  pay  Messrs.  Duval  and  Cams  for  negro  rations*^  These,  with 
a number  of  others,  were  purchased  after  it  wSis  ascertained  the  provisions 
would  be  issued  in  kind,  and  after  my  arrival  here.  The.  following  persons, 
reported  as  having  been  enrolled  by  Mr.  Currey,  have  not  arrived,  viz. 
Culanawhe,  one  red;  James  McIntosh,  one  red;  Isaac  Vann,  eight  reds; 
Jesse  or  Bignee,  one  red;  Tesanawhee,  three  reds;  and  Jesse  ^Scott,  fifteen 
reds.' 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SEA  WELL,  Lieut.  U.  S.  Army, 

Disbursing  Jigent  for  the  Cherokee  west. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Fort  Towson  west  A.  T.,  Dec.  10,  1832'/ 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  my  monthly  abstracts  of  dis- 
bursements for  subsistence  and  contingencies  for  the  month  ol  November, 
The  present  year’s  emigration  is  close  at  hand;  some  of  the  advance 
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parties  will  reach  here  to-morrow;  every  preparation  is  made  for  their  re- 
ception . 

I am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON, 

Lieut.  U.  S.  *Army,  Disbursing  Jigent  Choctaw  removal. 
Emigration  op  Indians, 

C.  G.  S.j  Washington  City. 


Office  Bank  United  States, 

ashing  ton,  January  16,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  directed  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  to  be  placed 
to  credit  of  Captain  Jacob  Brown  in  the  office  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  NeW”  Orleans,  as  directed  in  your  letter  of  this  date.  In  appriz- 
ing Captain  Brown  of  this  credit,  I would  suggest  that  you  request  him  to 
furnish  the  cashier  of  that  office  with  his  usual  signature. 

I am,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RD.  SMITH,  Cashier. 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Washington  City,  11  th  January,  1S33. 


Dear  General:  I enclose  you  a letter  received  last  night  from  Colonel 
Belding  upon  the  subject  of  the  contracts  with  the  Government,  and  about 
which  I have  had  several  interviews  with  you.  I must  beg  again  to  have 
some  decision  made  upon  the  subject  of  those  claims.  I have  postponed 
writing  to  him  for  several  weeks,  on  account  of  my  inability  of  informing 
him  officially  what  would  be  done.  Do  let  me  have  a decision  promptly, 
for  it  is  very  unpleasant  to  be  teased  and  troubled  by  my  constituents  so 
often,  when  all  the  blame  will  be  cast  on  my  shoulders,  and  it  is  also  very 
troublesome  to  you  to  be  so  often  pestered  by  me. 

With  great  respect, 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  SEVIER. 


General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Washington,  IQth  December,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  Respecting  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  Hempstead  county 
for  services  last  winter,  in  the  removal  of  Choctaws,  which  I addressed  to 
you  before,  I am  very  anxious  to  hear  what  the  Commissary  General  will 
order.  It  is  a great  piece  of  injustice  to  withhold  pay  longer,  and  ruinous 
to  me. 


878 


C 512  ] 

I was  this  evening  told  by  Dr.  Judkins  that  he  had  written  to  the  Post- 
master General  to  resign  the  office  of  postmaster  at  this  place.  If  so,  I wish 
you  would  have  Mr.  John  Robinson  appointed.  He  is  a good  clerk,  correct, 
steady  man,  and  always  at  home,  and  would  make  a first  rate  postmaster. 

Your  friend, 

L.  BELDING. 

Hon.  A.  H.  Sevier, 

Washington  City. 


Office  Bank  United  States, 

Washington^  January  23,  1833. 

Sir:  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  this  date,  I have  directed  the  sum  of 
twenty-three  hundred  dollars  (^2,300)  to  be  placed  to  credit  of  Captain 
William  Day  in  the  office  of  Bank  United  States  af  Nashville. 

^ 1 am,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RD.  SMITH,  Cashier. 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,,  Washington  City. 


Office  Bank  United  States, 

Washington,  January  31,  1833. 

Sir:  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  29th  instant,  received  late  last  even- 
ing, I have  this  day  directed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars 
to  be  placed  to  credit  of  his  excellency  John  Reynolds  in  the  office  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  St.  Louis. 

' I am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RD.  SMITH,  Cashier. 

General  George  Gibson, 

' C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  A.  T,,  January  3,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I have  just  returned  from  the 
new  Choctaw  country,  on  my  way  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  to  which  place 
I have  been  directed  to  proceed  by  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  in  order  to 
meet  the  special  agents  for  the  east  and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  to  settle  my 
accounts. 

My  accounts  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible,  with  a full  statement  of 
all  my  transactions  since  the  commencement  of  my  duties  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Communications  directed  to  me  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  will  be  received. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  SIMONTON, 

* Lieutenant  and  Disbursing  Agent  Choctaio  removal. 

Brigadier  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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Office  Bank  United  States, 

, Washington,  February  11,  1S33. 

Sir:  Under  the  directions  contained  in  the  letter  from  your  office  of  the 
8th  instant,  (not  signed,)  this  day  received,!  have  transmitted  to  the  honor- 
able John  Davis  a draft  on  Boston  for  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars. 
I am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RD.  SMITH,  Cashier. 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G,  S, 


Fort  Towson,  west  op  A.  T.,  January  7,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter,  under  date  of  the  22d  November,  1832,  with  its, enclo- 
sures, has  been  received. 

I have  made  a report  to  Captain  Brown  on-  the  subject  of  the  claims  to 
commutation  of  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  document  sent  you  by  Lieu- 
tenant Rains.  This  document  I have  sent  to  Captain  Brown. 

In  relation  to  the  enclosed  certificate,  I have  to  say  that,  by  a reference 
to  my  register,  I find  that  Pistamba  and  family  (four  in  number,)  arrived  at 
the  Mountain  fork  depot  on  the  14th  March,  1832,  where  they  were  regis- 
tered, and  are  still  drawing  rations;  and  by  a comparison  of  the  names  con- 
tained in  the  certificate,  with  those  in  my  register,  I find  they  do  not  cor- 
respond. From  these  facts  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  it  is  a different 
family.  I will  further  remark,  that  Pistamba  and  family  emigrated  with  a 
party  whose  route  led  from  the  old  nation  to  their  new  country  by  the  way 
of  Point  Chicot,  Ecor  de  Fabre,  and  Washington,  A.  T. 

I am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON,  Lieut.  U.  S.  A,, 

Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removal. 

Emigration  op  Indians, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City. 


Fort  Smith,  March  7,  1832. 

The  following  named  persons  arrived  on  their  own  resources,  and  are  en- 
titled to  commutation: 

*Pastambee,  Hotomaca,  Arthaluntubbee,  Tasotubbee,  Franky,  Meenty, 
Joshua,  Ematubbee,  Nuckalachabe,  Nowatarnbee,  Ebabotubbee,  George 
Pursley,  Tushcahaka,  Lomuttarnbee,  Sally,  Amey,  Franky,  Meenty,  Jo- 
shua, Eliza,  (a  slave,)  Elsy,  Lucy,  Elatoontema,  Maontona, 

I certify  that  the  above  named  Choctaws  were  not  included  in  the  num- 
ber of  emigrants  under  my  charge. 

JOHN  T.  FULTON, 

.Assistant  Agent  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

Lieutenant  Rains  paid  the  voucher  to  which  the  document  belongs,  of 
which  this  is  a copy. 


* This  man  is  called  on  his  abstract  Pistamba. 
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Fort  Towson,  west  op  A.  T.,  January  14,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  my  quarterly  account  current, 
and  abstracts  of  disbursements  on  account  of  subsistence,  transportation,  and 
contingencies,  with  their  vouchers,  for  the  4th  quarter  1833. 

By  a reference  to  my  abstract  of  disbursements  on  account  of  subsistence, 
you  will  find  that  the  following  contractors  have  filled  their  corn  contracts, 
and,  according  to  agreement,  viz.  John  Clark,  Levi  Davis,  James  D.  Hard- 
ing, two  contracts,  and  Lewis  B.  Dayton:  duplicates  of  these  contracts 
have  been  furnished  Captain  Brown,  the  triplicate  I herewith  enclose. 

The  seven  hundred  bushels  of  corn  reported  as  purchased  from  Choctaw 
Indians,  are  retained  rations,  as  explained  in  my  letter  of  the  15th  October 
last. 

The  following  remarks  are  in  explanation  of  some  of  my  accounts: 

Abstract  of  disbursements  for  subsistence, — Voucher  No.  4.  Accord- 
ing to  the  new  regulations  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  a 
written  agreement  should  accompany  this  account.  A verbal  agreement 
was  entered  into  between  J.  Fisher  and  myself  previous  to  the  receipt  of 
these  regulations,  with  the  understanding  that  he  should  haul  the  salt  when- 
ever the  services  of  his  teams  could  be  dispensed  with  from  his  farm;  leav- 
ing it  optional  with  me  to  discontiriue  their  services,  at  my  pleasure. 

I have  used  every  exertion  to  forward  my  return  of  provisions  and  ab- 
stracts by  this  mail,  but  have  not  been  able  to  complete  them. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

. JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON,  Lieut  U.  S,  A,, 

Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removal* 

Emigraton  op  Indians, 

C.  G,  S.y  TVashington  City, 


Quartermaster’s  Oppice,  New  Orleans,  Feb,  7,  1833. 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  22d  January,  with  a copy  of  yours  of  the 
4th  of  the  same  month,  has  been  received.  The  first  shipment  mentioned, 
viz.  fifty  boxes  by  tlie  William  Henry,  are  now  danding,  and  will  be  for- 
warded, as  directed,  by  the  first  opportunity;  as  will  also  the  forty»seven 
boxes  by  the  Ohio,  so  soon  as  they  are  received. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

S.  SHANNON, 
Assistant  Quartermaster, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.^  Washington  City. 


Fort  Towson,  west  op  A.  T.,  January  7,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  22d  and  13th  November,  1832,  the  latter  enclos- 
ing a description  of  cattle  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Choctaws,  have  been  re- 
ceived. 
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A number  of  the  Choctaws  to  whom  cattle  are  due,  have  not  yet  arrived: 
a portion  of  them  are  also  settled  on  the  Arkansas;  and,  presuming  you 
would  prefer  the  whole  to  be  settled  at  one  time,  I have  deferred  doing  any 
thing  in  the  business  for  the  present. 

In  addition,  I would  observe  that,  were  I to  make  the  purchases  at  pre- 
sent, the  Choctaws  would  receive  them  with  a great  deal  of  unwillingness, 
from  the  fact,  that  at  this  season  of  the  year,  cattle  are  generally  very  thin, 
and  have  no  other  range  but  cane  bottoms  where  they  can  subsist  them- 
selves. From  these  bottoms  numbers  of  cattle  are  never  recovered. 

I hope  my  reasons  for  deferring  this  business  will  be  satisfactory.  All 
the  present  year’s  emigration  that  were  conducted  by  public  agents,  and  de- 
signed for  Red  river,  have  already  arrived,  and  are  drawing  their  subsistence 
from  the  several  depots:  their  number  is  3,333.  Small  parties  are  still 
coming  in.  The  contractors  for  furnishing  complete  rations  are  busily  em- 
ployed in  making  preparations  to  meet  their  contracts,  so  that  no  failure  is 
to  be  anticipated.  I shall  not  be  able  to  forward  my  quarterly  returns  for 
the  4th  quarter  before  the  next  mail. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON,  Lieut  U.  S. 

Disbursing  Jigent  Choctaw  remova'L 

^Emigration  of  Indians, 

C.  6r.  iS.,  Washington  City, 


Fort  Towson,  west  op  A.T.,  January  21,  1833. 

Sir:  Yours  dated  12th  December,  1832,  has  been  received.  I, herewith, 
enclose  my  quarterly  return  of  provisions  issued  to  the  emigrant  Choc- 
taws, with  abstracts,  quarterly  statement  of  agents,  and  return  of  property 
with  its  vouchers  for  the  4th  quarter  1832. 

By  an  addition  of  the  quantity  of  corn  received  from  Choctaw  Indians  in 
the  third  and  fourth  quarter  1832,  you  will  find  the  amount  to  agree  with, 
what  is  reported  in  my  abstract  of  purchases,  voucher  No.  11. 

The  new  contracts  for  furnishing  complete  rations  wull  go  into  operation 
about  the  1st  February,  1833,  and  will  be  sufficient  to  subsist  the  emigrants 
until  about  the  middle  or  last  of  June. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R,  STEPHENSON,  Lieut,  U,  S, 
Emigration  op  Indians,  Disbicrsing  %.figent  Choctaw  removal, 

C.  G,  N.,  Washington  City, 


Fort  Towson,  A.  T.  Feb,  4,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  my  abstracts  of  disbursements'' 
for  contingencies  and  subsistence;  also  an  estimate  for  funds  for  the  second 
quarter,  1833:  the  original  has  been  sent  to  Capt.  Brown. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON,  Lieut  U.  S, 
Emigration  op  Indians,  Disbursing  Jigent  Choctaw  removal, 

C,  G,  N.,  Washington  City, 
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Office  of  Disbursing  Agent  for  the  Cherokees  west. 

January  8,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed,  herewith,  are  my  accounts,  &c.,  for  the  fourth  quarter  of 
the  last  year.  I have  thought  it  the  interest  of  the  Government  to  purchase, 
without  a written  contract,  the  rations  to  be  issued  to  the  late  emigrants:  the 
quantity  required  is  small,  and  considerable  is  saved  by  this  course.  You 
will  perceive,  by  referring  to  the  contracts  at  Fort  Gibson  for  the  present 
year,  that  both  corn  and  beef  are  higher  than  I have  paid.  I have  issued 
fresh  pork  instead  of  beef,  as  the  price  is  about  the  same  as  that  of  beef,  and 
the  Indians  preferring  it. 

I purchased  some  beef  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  last  year  at  two  cents 
per  pound:  but  this  was  entirely  an  accident — three  cents  is  the  customary 
price.  The  contract  price  at  Fort  Gibson  for  the  present  year^  is  three 
dollars  and  seventy -five  cents  per  hundred.  You  will  perceive,  in  the  bills 
of  purchases,  that  I have  paid  different  prices  for  the  same  article,  that  is,  for 
corn,  in  som^  bills,  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel,  and  in  other  bills  thirty- 
seven  and  a half  cents  per  bushel,  and  the  same  for  salt.  The  corn  for 
twenty-five  cents  per  bushel,  I bargained  for  privately  early  in  the  fall,  on 
account  of  the  low  price,  and  that  for  thirty-seven  and  a half  cents  is  as  low 
as  can  be  purchased  in  the  country,  and  less  than  the  contract  price  at 
Fort  Gibson.  The  salt  I purchased  from  difierent  stores — that  at  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel  from  stores  near  the  salt  works,  and 
that  at  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  at  a distance  from  the  works.  The  trans- 
portation causing  the  increase  of  price. 

In  my  letter  of  the  9th  ultimo,  I omitted  reporting  that  Sourkraut  had  not 
reached.  This  man  was  reported  to  me  by  Capt.  Vashon  as  having  been 
enrolled  by  Mr.  Currey. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SEA  WELL,  Lieut.  U.  S.  A.y 
Disbursing  Jlgent  for  the  Cherokees^  West, 

To  Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.f  Washington  City. 


Office  Bank  United  States, 

Nashvillcy  July  5,  1832. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  W.  L.  McClintock,  esq.,  agent  for  removal  and 
subsistence  of  the  Cherokees,  I enclose  you  my  certificate  of  deposite  made 
by  him  to  the  credit  of  J.  Campbell,  esq.,  treasurer  United  States,  for  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars,  for  the  purpose  expressed  in 
said  certificate. 

I am,  most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S.  JNO.  SUMMERVILLE,  Cashier, 



Office  Bank  United  States, 

Washington,  March  30,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  29th  inst.  is  received,  and,  as  requested,  I have  trans- 
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mitted  to  Jeremiah  McLene,  esq.,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  my  draft  for  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  on  Branch  Bank  United  States  at  Cincin- 
nati, in  lieu  of  the  check  for  the  same  amount  received  in  your  letter. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

General  George  Gibson,  RD.  SMITH,  Cashier, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Fort  Towson,  west  op  Arkansas  Territory, 

March  25,  1833. 

Sir:  You  will,  herewith,  receive  muster-rolls  of  the  Choctaw  Indians 
drawing  rations  at  each  of  the  depots  on  Red  river.  There  is  a recapitula- 
tion at  the  end  of  each  roll,  showing  the  number  of  the  emigrants  of  1831, 
who  are  still  drawing  rations,  as  well  as  those  of  1832. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON,  Lieut,  U,  S,  Ji,, 

Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removal. 

Emigration  op  Indians, 

Com,  Gen,  Sub.,  Washington  City. 


Fort  Towson,  west  op  Arkansas  Territory, 

March  n,  1833, 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  abstracts  of  disbursements  for  subsistence  and 
contingencies  for  the  month  of  February,  1833,  copies  of  which  I have  for- 
warded to  Capt.  Brown. 

I shall  be  able  to  furnish  you  with  a muster-roll  of  Choctaw  Indians,  who 
are  drawing  subsistence  at  the  different  depots  on  Red  river,  by  the  next 
mail. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON,  Lieut.  V.  S.  A., 
Disbitrsing  Agent  Choctaw  removal. 

Emigration  op  Indians, 

Com.  Gen.  of  Subsist.,  Washington  City. 


Oppice  Bank  United  States, 

Washington,  May  2, 1833. 

Sir:  As  directed  in  your  letter  of  1st  instant,  I have  transmitted  to  Ben- 
jamin Briggs,  esq.,  at  Newark,  Ohio,  my  draft  on  Office  Branch  Bank  United 
States  at  Cincinnati  for  eighty-five  dollars,  and  to  John  Hollister,  esq.,  at 
Perrysburg,  Ohio,  my  draft  on  same  office  for  eighty-three  dollars,  in  lieu 
of  your  check  for  one  hundred  and*  sixty-eight  dollars. 

I am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

General  George  Gibson,  RD.  SMITH,  Cashier, 

» C,  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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Washington,  D.  Aprils,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  my  accounts  for  disburse- 
ments made  for  the  Choctaw  emigration  in  the  last  quarter  1832. 

After  leaving  this  city  in  July  last,  agreeable  to  instructions,  I proceeded 
to  the  Choctaw  Agency,  and  reported  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  special  agent 
for  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws.  At  the  agency  I received  letters  from 
yourself  and  the  Treasury  Department,  informing  me  that  ten  thousand  dol- 
Jars  had  been  placed  to  my  credit  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States 
at  Nashville.  The  special  agent  deemed  it  expedient  for  me  to  proceed  to 
Nashville,  and  get  my  own  funds,  together  with  five  thousand  dollars  which 
had  been  placed  in  the  same  bank  for  Captain  Page. 

Accordingly,  I performed  the  journey,  and  returned  without  delay  to  the 
agency.  Immediately  after  my  return,  I proceeded  to  the  southern  district 
of  the  old  Choctaw  nation,  to  near  a place  called  Gunland’s  old  field,  which 
had  been  appointed  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  Indians  of  that  district. 
On  my  arrival  at  the  rendezvous,  I met  with  W.  S.  Colquhoun,  assistant 
agent,  who  had  been  ordered  to  that  district  by  the  special  agent.  Upon 
oonsulting  with  him,  I found  we  were  situated  in  a wilderness  without  any 
preparation  to  subsist  the  multitude  of  people  who  were  expected  to  assem- 
ble there  in  a few  days,  except  a few  bushels  of  corn  which  Captain  Colqu- 
houn had  procured,  and  some  salt  which  I had  ordered  from  Columbus, 
Mississippi,  previous  to  my  departure  for  Nashville.  I discovered,  also,  that 
Captain  Colquhoun  believed  himself  invested  by  virtue  of  his  office  of  as- 
sistant agent  with  superior  authority  over  every  thing  connected  with  the 
emigration  in  that  district,  and  control  of  all  the  agents.  This  he  first  evinc- 
ed to  me  by  expressing  his  intention  to  draw  a requisition  on  me,  which  I 
refused  to  comply  with.  I stated  to  Captain  Colquhoun  that  I could  furnish 
upon  the  requisition  of  no  one  but  the  special  agent;  that  I had  then  his  gen- 
eral requisition  to 'furnish  whatever  was  necessary  for  the  emigration  in  that 
district. 

This  opposition  to  his  supreme  authority  excited  a feeling  of  dislike  for  me 
on  the  part  of  Captain  Colquhoun,  which  displayed  itself  frequently  after- 
wards, and  rendered  my  situation  a most  unpleasant  one  as  long  as  we  were 
together.  The  question,  w’ho  was  to  be  considered  the  conductor  of  the 
party,  was  settled  by  referring  it  to  the  special  agent,  who  decided  in  favor  of 
Captain  Colquhoun.  I was  obliged  to  submit  to  the  decision,  or  leave  the 
party,  which  would  have  very  much  retarded  the  emigration  from  that  sec- 
tion of  country,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  and  would  partly  have  defeated  the 
object  for  which  I had  been  sent  into  the  country.  I thought  it  best  to  sa- 
crifice my  private  feelings  for  the  present,  and  await  an  answer  to  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  special  agent  to  the  War  Department. 

Wagons  have  been  engaged  for  transportation  previous  to  my  arrival  in 
the  Indian  country,  to  be  on  the  ground  by  the  1st  of  October.  The  corn 
required  for  consumption  at  the  rendezvous,  we  were  obliged  to  haul  from 
twelve  to  twenty  miles:  as  there  was  but  little  corn  in  the  country,  it  com- 
manded an  extraordinary  price.  Beef  was  plenty  and  cheap  until  we  ap- 
proached the  Mississippi  river.  I procured  beef  enough  at  our  place  of 
rendezvous  to  subsist  the  party  to  Vicksburg;  but  we  were  unfortunate 
enough  to  lose  a great  many  beeves,  which  compelled  me  to  purchase  on 
the  route.  One  night,  whilst  in  the  Indian  country,  the  cattle  broke  from 
the  lot  in  which  they  were  confined,  and  more  than  twenty  herd  were  irre- 
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trievably  lost.  Again,  when  near  the  Mississippi  river,  about  ten  head  of 
Sne  cattle  escaped.  I received  a number  of  beeves  turned  over  to  me  by 
the  cattle  appraiser,  Mr.  Byrne,  as  he  gave  me  no  invoice  of  the  cattle  at  the 
time,  and  I have  not  since  been  able  to  procure  one  from  him,  they  are  not 
found  on  the  return.  The  loss,  by  unavoidable  accident,  was  equal  to,  if 
not  greater  than  the  amount  received  from  Mr.  Byrne,  and  I account  for 
the  cattle  received  from  him  in  that  way. 

In  consequence  of  no  previous  preparation  having  been  made  for  furnish- 
ing  provisions  and  forage  on  the  route,  it  became  necessary  to  have  forage 
and  subsistence  wagons  to  accompany  us.  The  number  we  took  with  us 
w^as  greater  than  I wished  myself;  but  the  conductor  insisted  upon  having 
the  forage  issued  every  day,  and  the  provisions  every  other  day:  otherwise 
the  transportation  wagons  would  be  so  overloaded  as  to  leave  no  room  for  the 
sick  and  children.  Generally,  on  the  road,  we  found  but  little  difficulty  in 
procuring  supplies  until  we  left  the  direct  route  from  Vicksburg.  I will 
give  some  account  of  this  aberrance,  which  may  serve  to  fill  a blank  in  the' 
journal  of  the  conductor. 

Immediately  after  crossing  Pearl  river,  the  report  reached  us  that  the 
cholera  was  raging  with  its  usual  violence  in  Vicksburg  and  its  vicinity^ 
and  that  the  inhabitants  |vere  flying  to  the  interior  by  the  road  which  we 
were  to  travel  to  the  Mississippi  river.  Captain  Colquhoun  determined  at 
once  to  change  his  route  from  Vicksburg,  to  what  is  called  Alston^s  bluffs,  on 
the  Yazoo  river,  a few  miles  above  its  mouth.  After  procuring  a guide,  we 
travelled  some  days  on  this  route,  (I  do  not  remember  how  many,)  when 
Captain  Colquhoun  came  to  me  ©ne  morning,  and  said  we  were  within  two 
days’  march  of  Santatia,  a town  on  Yazoo  river,  about  fifty-six  miles  from 
its  mouth;  that  the  river  was  navigable  to  that  place  with  steamboats;  and 
that  the  country  was  rich,  and  would  afford  a plentiful  supply  of  provisions. 
He  stated,  further,  that  it  was  a healthy  retired  place,  where  it  was  probable 
the  cholera  would  not  reach  us,  and  he  wished  to  knov^r  my  opinion  as  to  the 
expediency  of  going  there,  discharge  the  teams,  and  await  the  arrival  of 
the  steamboats  from  below.  I was,  in  the  first  place,  opposed  to  leaving 
the  direct  route  from  Pearl  river  to  Vicksburg;  but  since  we  had  strayed 
from  the  straight  course,  it  then  seemed  to  me  best  to  fall  in  with  Captain 
Colquhoun’s  proposition,  as  it  would  save  the  Government  a heavy  expense 
on  account  of  teams.  The  conductor  changed  the  route  at  once,  and  return- 
ed from  Santatia.  The  succeeding  morning,  behold ! instead  of  finding  the 
abundant  country  which  had  been  described  by  Captain  Colquhoun,  we 
find  one  without  any  resources  whatever;  and  we  subsequently  learned  that 
steamboats  could  not  even  pass  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo.  The  conductor 
now  resolved  once  more  to  steer  his  course  to  Alston  bluffs,  and  that  night 
received  instructions  from  Major  Armstrong  to  proceed  to  Vicksburg  with* 
out  delay.  Our  route  now  lay  in  a country  almost  exclusively  appropriat- 
ed  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  and  of  course  subsistence  scarce  and  dear. 

Had  Captain  Colquhoun  stated  these  facts,  and  kept  his  journal  as  required 
by  the  regulations,  stating  the  time  of  starting,  stopping,  the  causes  of  delay, 
&c.,  he  would  have  committed  himself.  But  all  this  is  smothered,  and,  to 
screen  himself,  an  attempt  is  made  on  my  character,  which  I believe  I can 
show  to  be  unsupported,  by  reference  to  facts.  It  is  gravely  stated  as  a 
matter  of  some  consequence,  that  at  one  time  we  were  forced  to  issue  to  the 
teamsters  from  a barrel  of  flour  belonging  to  the  stores  of  the  agents.  I 
wish  you  to  understand  that  I bought  and  paid  for  all  the  bread  stuff,  both 
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for  agents  and  others,  and  transported  it  to  the  same  wagons,  without  anj 
distinction.  I was  always  responsible  to  the  Government  for  what  had  beeis 
purchased  with  their  funds,  and  to  the  agents  for  nothing;  for  I did  not 
feel  myself  bound  to  supply  the  agents  with  subsistence,  and  they  them- 
selves considered  it  an  act  of  courtesy  on  my  part  to  cater  for  them.  The 
provisions,  therefore,  all  belonged  to  me.  I issued  from  this  barrel  or  that,  as  I 
thought  proper.  We  were  never  straitened  for  provisions  until  the  party 
was  taken  into  the  country  void  of  resources.  I sent  my  assistant,  Mr. 
Middleton,  to  Santatia  with  a wagon  and  team  to  purchase  provisions  to  last 
us  to  Vicksburg.  He  returned  with  one  barrel  of  flour,  which  be  said  was 
all  the  bread  stuff  in  this  part  of  the  country  which  could  possibly  be  pro- 
cured. I repel  the  charge  of  a warant  of  action  with  indignation.  Energy 
is  a trait  of  character  which  I have  ever  endeavored  to  merit  and  sustain  in 
discharging  my  public  duties,  and  I never  felt  better  satisfied  with  my  ex- 
ertions than  during  the  Choctaw  emigration.  I have  it  not  now  in  my 
power  to  lay  before  the  department  the  opinion  of  any  persons  who  were 
witness  to  my  course  during  the  time  Captain  Colquhoun  had  charge  of  the 
party;  but,  as  soon  as  practicable,  I intend  procuring  statements  from  others, 
which  I hope  will  be  satisfactory. 

As  the  other  agents  with  the  party  considered  it  no  part  of  their  duty  to 
assist  me,  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  have  two  assistants:  one  was  occu- 
pied in  taking  care  of  teams,  issuing  forages,  &c.,  the  other  in  issuing  pro- 
visions, &c.  The  assistants  were  both  paid,  returning  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  travelling  at  the  rate  of  thirty  miles  per  day.  The  cattle 
drivers  were  also  paid,  returning,  which  is  the  custom  of  the  country. 

On  approaching  the  section  of  country  in  which  the  cholera  existed,  it 
was  deemed  an  'act  of  humanity,  which  the  department  would  sanction,  to 
employ  a physician  to  accompany  the  party.  Accordingly,  Doctor  S.  Brown, 
of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  was  engaged,  with  directions  to  procure  such  articles 
of  medicine  as  would  be  necessary.  While  at  the  rendezvous,  some  cotton 
cloth  was  purchased  to  make  tents  for  very  many  of  the  Indians  who  were 
entirely  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  The  cloth  was  a cheap 
article,  and  a small  amount  purchased  sufficient  to  protect  a great  many 
people.  This  was  an  act  of  expediency  as  well  as  humanity.  The  Indians 
in  the  district  where  we  were  are  the  poorest  in  the  Choctaw  nation.  They 
live  in  huts,  and  with  few  exceptions,  like  the  great  majority  of  their  race, 
exert  no  more  industry  than  is  necessary  to  procure  a temporary  subsistence. 
The  climate  is  mild,  and  many,  very  many,  do  not  think  of  clothing  their 
children  in  the  summer  season  until  they  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  seven 
or  eight  years.  Many  of  these  children  came  to  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
and  were  enrolled  to  go  west  of  the  Mississippi,  who  had  nothing  under 
heaven  to  protect  their  naked  bodies  from  the  pitiless  storm  but  a share  of 
the  parents’  blanket,  which  served  as  a mantle  by  day  and  as  a bed  by  night. 
In  consequence  of  a change  of  food,  and  exposure  to  much  damp  and  rainy 
weather,  which  took  place  before  we  left  the  rendezvous,  much  sickness  oc- 
curred. Some  of  the  Indians  declared  their  intention  not  to  go,  unless  some 
protection  was  afforded  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  The 
cloth  of  which  the  tents  were  made  was  considered  as  worn  out  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  emigration,  and  reported  accordingly,  and  in  abstract  of 
disbursement  for  contingencies.  In  addition  to  the  amount  drawn  by 
me  from  the  United  States’  Branch  Banks  at  Nashville  and  Natchez, 
I found  it  necessary  to  borrow  four  thousand  dollars  from  Lieutenant 
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Montgomery,  and  three  thousand  from  Captain  Brown.  A small  amount 
was  received  from  the  sale  of  surplus  provisions.  When  we  arrived  at  Vicks- 
burg, I had  on  hand  seventeen  head  of  small  cattle,  (principally  Indian 
cattle,)  which,  by  long  driving  and  other  causes,  had  become  too  poor  to  be 
considered  good  beef ; and  were  consequently  sold  to  the  best  advantage. 
While  at  Vicksburg,  owing  to  the  existence  of  the  cholera,  we  were  obliged 
to  pay  the  most  exorbitant  prices  for  every  thing,  which  makes  the  expense 
at  that  place  show  large.  A quantity  of  bacon  and  flour  was  received  from 
Lieutenant  Montgomery  at  Vicksburg,  and  disposed  of  as  shown  in  the 
abstract  of  provisions  issued.  The  teams  were  paid  for  returning  to  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  according  to  agreement.  The  distance  given  me  by 
the  conductor  from  his  journal  was  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles.  The 
saving  in  issuing  appears  very  great  in  some  articles,  and  is  to  be  accounted 
for  in  this  way.  The  returns  were  drawn  for  the  full  number  of  rations, 
and  frequently  the  Indians  failed  to  carry  off  the  rations,  particularly  the 
pork  or  salt  rations.  It  was  impossible  afterwards  to  alter  them  so  as  to 
accommodate  the  face  of  the  returns  to  the  actual  issue;  consequently,  the 
provision  returns  appear  on  the  return  of  provisions  as  originally  drawn. 
Much,  however,  was  saved  by  the  carefulness  of  my  assistant,  Mr.  John  M. 
Middleton,  of  Alabama. 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  SLMONTON, 

Lieut,  i and  Disbursing  Agent  C.  R. 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Office  of  Disbursing  Agent  Cherokees  west, 

March  28,  1833.' 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  an  estimate  of  funds  for  the 
third  quarter  of  1833,  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  subsistence  for  Che- 
rokee emigrants,  and  request  that  the  amount  required  to  be  remitted  to  the 
cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  New  [Orleans,  with  in- 
structions to  place  it  to  my  credit  in  said  bank, 

I have  received  no  recent  information  from  Major  Currey  respecting  the 
emigration  of  the  Cherokees  : those  enrolled  by  him  last  year  are  arriving 
here  daily,  and  they  report  to  me  that  a number  have  been  recently  enrolled, 
and  expect  them  to  be  here  in  a few  months. 

On  this  information,  I have  estimated  for  500  emigrants,  which  is  a larger 
number  than  I should  otherwise  have  estimated  for. 

With  much  respect, 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  SEAWELL, 

Lieut.  U.  S.  , Disbursing  Jigent  for  the  Cherokees  west. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Fort  Towson,  west  of  Arkansas  Territory, 

March  8,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  my  return  of  provisions,  with  abstracts 
for  the  first  quarter  of  1833.  This  closes  all  contracts  made  under  former 
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regulations.  The  corn  reported  on  hand  is  at  the  Old  Miller  court-house 
depot. 

I have  just  made  arrangements  to  have  this  corn  transported  to  this  de- 
pot, designing  it  for  issue  to  the  public  teams  daily  expected  from  Fort 
Smith,  with  Indian  annuities.  The  salt  I design  selling  whenever  I cau 
obtain  the  market  price  for  it,  which  I can  get  by  the  time  the  new  con- 
tracts go  into  operation. 

The  corn  reported  in  this  return,  as  received  from  John  Ragsdale,  has  not 
been  paid  for.  This  will  account  for  there  being  no  No.  of  vouchers  be- 
fore the  entry. 

I also  enclose  a quarterly  statement  of  agents  employed,  and  also  a state- 
ment of  the  alterations  of  emigrants,  since  my  statement  forwarded  on  the 
25th  of  March,  1833.  You  will  also  receive  an  account  current  of  moneys 
for  the  purchase  of  cattle,  to  be  replaced  to  Choctaws  received  from  them 
by  appraisement  prior  to  the  emigration  of  1831. 

My  money  accounts  are  not  yet  completed,  but  will  be  forwarded  by  next 
mail. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON, 

Lieut.  U.  S.  .d..  Disbursing  Jigent  Choctaw  removal. 
General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  N.,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  March  25,  1833. 

Dear  General:  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Belding,  the  gen- 
tlehian  who  has  claims  against  the  Government,  which  he  will  explain  to 
you.  He  is  the  same  gentleman  about  whose  claims  I spoke  to  you  last 
winter,  arising  under  contract  with  Mr.  Collins. 

I have  fully  examined  the  claims  and  vouchers  he  has  against  the  Govern- 
ment. I know  them  to  be  correct,  and  have  assured  him  that  you  will  pay 
them  on  presentation.  I believe  his  vouchers  are  all  formal;  but,  should 
they  be  informal,  it  is  possible,  as  he  has  all  the  accounts  with  him,  and 
blank  receipts  to  be  filled  up  in  form,  that  you  will  feel  authorized  to  pay 
the  money  over  to  him. 

The  firm  of  Bird  and  Belding  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  best  established 
houses  in  the  country.  They  are  solvent  and  thriving  merchants,  and  men 
of  high  respectability:  none  in  the  country  stand  fairer. 

I hope.  General,  that  you  will  do  all  you  can  to  hasten  his  business 
through,  and  speed  his  departure  home. 

Mr.  Belding  will  give  you  all  the  local  news.  Present  my  kindest  re- 
spects to  Major  Hook. 

Your  friend, 

A.  H,  SEVIER. 

General  George  Gibson, 

Washington  City. 


Philadelphia,  26,  1833. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  25th  instant,  and  shall  repair  to  Washington  as  soon  as  possible. 
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I have  visited  the  powder* works  of  Mr.  Dupont,  agreeable  to  instructions 
from  the  department,  and  directed  ten  thousand  pounds  of  best  rifle  powder 
to  be  made. 

It  was  not  possible  to  procure  it  ready  made.  It  was  out  of  the  question 
to  procure  canister  powder,  as  it  would  require  several  months’  notice  to 
have  so  large  a quantity  made  as  we  demand. 

The  price  of  canister  powder  would  be  forty  cents,  the  rifle  costs  twenty 
cents.  I brought  with  me  a specimen  of  the  powder  which  I have  ordered. 

In  consequence  of  the  bad  weather  we  have  had  here,  it  was  not  until  the 
24th  instant  that  I had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  a trial  of  the  speci- 
men at  the  arsenal  near  Frankford.  Colonel  Worth  made  a trial  on  the  23d, 
and  the  result  of  the  experiments  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I also  brought  with  me  a sample  of  the  canister  powder,  which  I had  also 
tested.  The  following  is  the  result  with  the  ordnance  eprouvette,  cham- 
ber 1 oz.  and  throwing  24-lb.  ball,  first  time  283  yards,  2d  293  yards. 

An  experiment  made  on  the  rifle  powder  at  the  same  time,  proved  as  fol- 
lows: First  trial  285  yards;  2d,  286  yards,  which  proves  there  is  but  little 
difference  in  the  strength  of  the  powder.  Other  experiments  were  made  to 
test  its  good  qualities  in  every  respect,  which  proved  very  satisfactory. 

The  powder  will  be  made  in  the  course  of  a week,  if  it  is  not  already  done. 

I expected  to  have  been  in  Washington  some  days  since,  but  would  not  leave 
here  until  the  samples  of  powder  were  tested,  which  could  not  be  done 
sooner,  owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  The  powder  will  be  ship- 
ped at  Marcus  Hook,  a town  on  the  Delaware  below  this  city,  and  most 
probably  in  a vessel  which  takes  powder  for  Mr.  Dupont  to  New  Orleans. 

The  vessel  leaves  the  latter  part  of  this  week.  I shall  go  to  Wilmington 
to-morrow,  and  from  thence  to  Washington  as  soon  as  possible. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant,  « 

J.  P.  SIMONTON, 

Lieut, ^ and  Disbursing  %^gent  Indian  removaL 
General  George  Gibson,  C,  G.  S, 


Office  of  the  Disbursing  Agent  Cherokees  west, 

dpril  6,  1S33. 

Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  are  my  accounts,  &c.,  for  the  1st  quarter  of  the 
present  year.  On  the  2Sth  ultimo,  I forwarded  an  estimate  for  ;§10,000  for 
the  subsistence  of  500  Cherokee  emigrants  for  one  year.  In  the  event  of 
these  emigrants  reaching  here  as  early  as  it  is  reported  they  will,  the  whole 
amount  will  be  required  in  the  present  quarter. 

Your  letter  requiring  a muster-roll  to  be  furnished  quarterly  of  such  emi- 
grants as  may  arrive  and  report  themselves  is  just  received.  Those  who 
reported  themselves  in  the  last  quarter  will  be  reported  on  the  muster-roll 
which  will  be  furnished  at  the  expiration  of  the  present  quarter;  as  the 
ages,  &c.,  required  to  be  put  on  the  muster-roll,  I do  not  know. 

Reuben  Daniel,  a recent  emigrant,  states  that  Major  Currey  promised,  at 
the  time  he  enrolled,  that  he  should  receive  S32  50  for  each  member  of  his 
family  on  reporting  himself  to  me  at  .this  place;  and  that,  relying  on  Ma- 
jor Currey’s  promise,  he  had  provided  for  the  subsistence  of  his  family  be- 
fore reporting  to  me.  I have  purchased  the  provisions  due  this  man,  from 
112 
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himself,  and  I allowed  him  the  customary  price  of  the  country.  He  is  not, 
however,  satisfied,  and  requested  me  to  report  this  fact  to  you. 

Major  Currey  states,  in  reporting  this  man,  that  he  can  be  safely  entrusted 
with  the  money  in  lieu  of  his  year’s  provisions.  I would  not  recommend  that 
he  be  allowed  any  thing  more  than  he  has  received,  as  his  story  is  the  story 
of  every  emigrant  in  the  country. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  SEAWELL,  Lieut,  U.  S.  A., 

Disbursing  Agent  for  the  Cherokees  west. 

General  Geoege  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City,  D,  C, 

Fort  Towson,  west  of  Arkansas  Territory, 

Mai/  6,  1833. 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  monthly  abstracts  of  disbursements  for  subsis- 
tence and  contingencies  of  the  Choctaw  Indians  for  the  month  of  April, 
1833.  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON,  Lieut.  U.  S.  A., 
General  George  Gibson,  Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removal. 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  June  6,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  I have  purchased  ten  thousand  pounds 
of  powder  of  Mr.  Dupont,  as  instructed  by  the  Subsistence  Department. 
The  powder  was  to  have  been  shipped  yesterday  from  Marcus  Hook,  on. 
the  Delaware.  It  was  put  up^in  boxes  containing  each  four  kegs,  of  twenty- 
five  pounds.  For  better  security,  the  boxes  were  directed  to  be  constructed 
with  copper  nails.  The  powder  is  of  that  quality  of  rifle  powder  denomi- 
nated tribble  F. 

Herewith  is  transmitted  a report  of  some  tests  made  of  the  powder  with 
the  United  States’  eprouvette,  at  Mr.  Dupont’s  works. 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  SIMONTON,  Lieut., 
Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Proof  of  four  samples  of  rifle  gunpowder  proved  at  Dupont’s  mills,  June 
1st,  1833,  on  the  Ordnance  Department’s  eprouvette. 


No.  1, 

317—320 

. 

31 85  mean  shots. 

No.  2, 

317— 317§ 

. 

• 

317i 

n 

No.  .3, 

325— 310f 

. 

- 

317i 

(C 

No.  4, 

322—320—321 

- 

- 

321 

(( 

1274^ 

Mean  of  four  samples,  - - 318-j?g. 

J.  P.  SIMONTON,  Lieut., 
Disbursing  Agent  Indian  removal. 

* There  was  a small  quantity  accidentally  lost  from  not  plug’ging  the  rent  on  loading  for 
this  shot. 
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Fort  Towson,  west  of  Arkansas  Territory, 

April  15,  1833. 

Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  my  account  current  on  account  of  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  with  abstracts  of  disbursements  for  sub- 
sistence and  contingencies  for  the  first  quarter  of  1833.  Also,  a return  of 
property,  with  a certified  abstract  of  sales  of  public  property. 

The  following  remarks  are  in  explanation  of  some  of  my  accounts: 

Voucher  No.  7.  By  the  new  regulations  a written  agreement  should  ac- 
company this  account,  but  such  is  not  the  case;  the  person  to  whom  the 
account  is  paid  never  having  been  employed  to  haul  more  than  one  load  at  a 
time,  which  in  no  case  would  have  exceeded  half  the  amount. 

Voucher  No.-  8.  Same  remark  as  above  applicable. 

Voucher  No.  12.  By  a comparison  of  this  account  with  James  H. 
Johnston’s  contract  for  800  bushels  of  corn,  you  will  find  there  was  a de- 
ficiency of  a little  upwards  of  100  bushels  in  his  contract.  I nevertheless 
paid  him  for  the  amount  delivered,  discovering  that  any  deficiency  required 
(for  the  Horse  prairie  depot,)  .might  be  purchased  at  a cheaper  rate,  as  you 
will  discover  by  a reference  to  voucher  13,  (Levi  Richards,  for  300  bushels 
of  corn.) 

Voucher  No.  15.  The  latter  charge  in  this  account  you  wdll  find  to  be  a 
purchase  made  on  account  of  a partial  failure  in  Byrd  and  Shelton’s  contract. 
This  fact  will  be  reported  to  Captain  Brown  in  due  time  to  have  the  same 
rectified  on  a settlement  of  their  contracts.  Return  of  property: — The 
property  reported  as  sold  in  this  return,  was  sold  privately  by  myself,  and 
at  fair  and  good  prices,  such  as  similar  property  will  bring  at  the  market 
price  in  this  country  at  psesent. 

The  ox  reported  as  dead  in  this  return,  was,  when  received  by  me,  broken 
down  with  work,  and  blind  in  both  eyes:  it  was  turned  loose  in  the  prairie, 
and  it  is  presumed  died. 

By  the  same  mail  this  is  sent,  you  will  receive  Byrd  and  Belding’s,  and 
L.  N.  Clark’s,  contracts  for  furnishing  beef  at  the  several  depots  on  Red 
river.  B.  H.  G.  Hartfield’s  contract  for  salt,  James  B.  Harding’s  contract 
for  furnishing  corn  at  the  Horse  prairie  depot,  and  two  contracts  of  James 
H.  Johnston  for  furnishing  corn  at  the  Horsejprairie  depot.  All  these  con- 
tracts have  been  filled.  I send  them  in  a separate  envelope  in  order  to 
secure  their  safe  arrival. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON,  Lieut.  V.  S,  A., 
Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removal. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Office  Bank  United  States, 

Washington,  June  28,  1833. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  this  date  is  received,  and,  as  requested,  I have 
transmitted  to  Messrs.  Nathan  Hobart  & Co.  my  draft  on  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  at  Boston  for  ^257  50,  in  lieu  of  General  Gibson’s  check  for 
that  sum.  I am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  H.  Hook,  Esq.  R.  SMITH,  Cashier. 
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' Tuscaloosa,  June  7,  1833. 

Sir:  My  object  in  writing  at  this  time  is  to  gain  some  information  of  an 
account  of  travelling  expenses  of  mine,  while  engaged  as  an  assistant  agent 
in  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw  Indians  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
Geo.  S.  Gaines,  for  the  correctness  of  which  I refer  you  to  Mr.  Gaines’s 
letter,  now  in  the  department.  He  has  informed  me  that  he  had  deposited 
the  account  in  the  Commissary  General’s  office  for  your  inspection.  My  pay 
during  the  removal  was  one  dollar  less  than  the  rest  of  the  agents,  although 
I had  the  same  duty  to  perform  as  any  other.  They  also  refused  to  pay  me 
for  a loss  I met  with  in  a horse,  of  ^40,  which  died  in  the  Mississippi  swamp 
during  the  extreme  cold  weather  in  the  month  of  December,  1831. 

You  will  confer  a favor  on  me  by  addressing  me  at  this  place.  I could 
furnish  you  with  a certificate  of  the  same  from  Captain  Cross,  special  agent, 
at  the  time,  but  unfortunately  lost  it  in  swimming  a creek, 

I am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  H.  SOMMERVILLE. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City.  « 


Fort  Towson,  west  of  A.  T.,  June  3,  1833. 


Sir:  Your  letter  dated  the  3d  May,  together  with  copies  of  letters  to  Cap- 
tain Brown  and  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  has  been  received. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  STEPHENSON,  Lieut.  U.  S.  A., 
BisVg  Agent  Choctaw  removal. 


Emigration  of  Indians, 

C.  G.  S..  Washington  City. 


Logansport,  Inda.,  June  26,  1833. 

Sir:  Col.  Pepper  will  depart  in  a few  days  with  the  exploring  band  of  In- 
dians, and  has  ordered  me  to  take  charge  of  the  emigrating  band  now  ready 
to  start.  According  to  special  instruction  from  the  department,  I will  con- 
tinue to  feed  the  Indians  at  their  camp  in  aid  of  their  hunting  resources. 

The  disbursing  officer  has  not  yet  arrived.  If  he  is  not  here  shortly,  I fear 
that  the  Indians  will  become  impatient,  and  scatter  in  hunting  parties.  I 
will  remain  here  until  that  officer  arrives,  and  will  continue  the  services  of 
the  pro  tern,  agent,  appointed  by  Col.  Pepper,  until  that  time. 

Will  you  please  address  me  here. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  H.  SANDS, 

Assistant  remU  Agent  Pottawatamie  Indians^ 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 
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Logansport,  Inda.,  July  2,  1833. 

Sir:  On  the  !^6th  ult.,  I informed  you  that  Col.  Pepper  would  depart  in 
a few  days  with  the  deputation  of  exploring  Indians.  He  has  gone,  and  I 
am  now  in  charge  of  the  emigrating  band.  They  are  encamped  in  difierent 
places,  and  in  parties.  On  to-morrow  Quae^quaehtahy  their  chief,  will  be 
here,  and  consolidate  them  all  at  this  encampment. 

I have  employed  Thomas  Robb  as  interpreter:  Gen.  Schoonover,  the  as« 
sistant,  is  in  attendance.  We  continue  to  furnish  rations  in  aid  of  hunting 
resources,  and  only  wait  the  arrival  of  the  disbursing  officer  before  the  ne- 
cessary equipages  are  procured,  and  arrangements  made  to  start. 

I am  at  a loss  to  account  for  the  delay  of  the  disbursing  officer.  The  In- 
dians will  want  to  prepare  for  starting  immediately  after  they  get  together; 
and  I do  not  feel  authorized  to  make  purchases  of  horses,  &c.,  until  his  arri- 
val, without  a special  order  from  the  department.  Address  me  here. 

Respectfully, 

LEWIS  H.  SANDS,  ^^ssH  A.  i?.  P. 

Commissary  General  Subsistence, 

Washington  City. 


Indian  Agency,  Logansport,  Inda.,  July  11,  1833 

Sir:  On  the  2d  inst.,  I addressed  you,  and  gave  information  of  Col.  Pep- 
per’s departure  with  the  exploring  deputation,  and  of  my  being  in  charge  of 
the  emigrating  band  under  Quaehquaehtah,  their  chief,  since  which  time  we 
have  been  feeding  them  as  before,  and  still  no  news  from  the  disbursing 
agent. 

It  is  now  my  unpleasant  duty  to  inform  the  department,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  prompt  attention  of  the  assistant  agent,  Gen.  Schoonover,  together 
with  the  assistance  of  the  agent  and  sub  agent  at  this  agency,  in  conjunction 
with  myself,  a part  of  the  Indians  have  become  impatient,  and  have  gone 
away. 

The  payment  to  these  Indians  comes  on  in  September  next  at  Chicago, 
and  those  that  were  enrolled  and  have  gone  off  would  have  emigrated  some 
time  ago,  provided  the  disbursing  agent  had  been  here  with  the  funds:  now 
they  wish  to  get  their  annuity  before  they  start. 

Myself  and  others  engaged  with  me  are  encamped  with  the  Indians,  and 
will  continue  there  until  the  disbursing  agent  arrives,  and  continue  to  issue 
provisions  to  them  as  heretofore.  I have  still  a respectable  number  here 
encamped  and  ready  to  emigrate.  It  is  an  unfortunate  circumstance  that  the 
emigration  was  commenced  previous  to  the  payment  in  September,  but  it 
would  be  still  more  unfortunate  for  the  emigration  to  fail,  as  on  the  success 
of  the  first  depends  the  success  of  the  emigration  of  the  whole  Pottawatamie 
tribe  hereafter. 

This  evening  the  sub-agent,  Gen.  Grover,  and  myself  held  a council  at 
our  camp  with  the  Indians  that  are  remaining,  and  have  reason  to  believe 
that  they  are  determined  to  emigrate  at  all  events:  in  short,  if  the  disburs- 
ing agent  had  been  here  only  one  week  ago,  the  emigration  would  have  been 
greater  by  at  least  two  hundred  souls. 

The  copy  of  Lieut.  Montgomery’s  instructions  came  to  hand,  as  well  as 
several  other  documents  to  his  direction.  This  moment  I have  heard  by  a 
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gentleman  from  Fort  Wayne  that  Lieut.  Montgomery  is  at  Lawrenceburgy 
Indiana,  and  will  remain  there  until  he  hears  from  the  department  and  gets 
orders.4  I will  start  a copy  of  Lieut.  Montgomery's  instructions,  as  sent 
me,  bearing  date  14th  June,  1833,  to  each  of  the  post  offices  at  Lawrence- 
burg.  Rising  Sun,  and  Cincinnati,  directing  the  postmasters  at  each  of  the 
above  places  to  hand  the  stoe  to  him  if  l^e  is  in  their  respective  towns. 

I have  pursued  the  most  economical  plan  of  subsisting  these  Indians,  but 
could  reduce  the  present  expenses  by  removing  our  encampment  two  days’ 
journey,  but  cannot  do  so  till  the  arrival  of  the  disbursing  agent. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  H.  SANDS, 

Assistant  Agent  remH  Potiawatamies. 
General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  /S'., 

Washington  City, 


Ox  Camp,  near  Logansport,  Inba.,  July  16,  1833. 

Sir:  On  the  11th  inst.,  I reported  up  to  that  date,  and  now  again  have  the 
unpleasant  duty  to  report  the  return  of  the  exploring  deputation  which  start- 
ed with  Col . Pepper. 

The  reason  given  for  not  accomplishing  the  journey  is,  that  the  Indians 
were  afraid  of  going  in  the  country  where  the  cholera  , was  raging.  This 
the  interpreter  informs  me,  and  says  Col.  Pepper  is  himself  unwell,  and  re- 
turned to  his  residence  at  Rising  Sun,  Indiana. 

As  I heretofore  informed  you,  if  the  disbursing  agent  had  been  here  one 
week  ago,  things  would  have  stood  differently  with  the  emigrating  band  un- 
der my  charge.  They  have  been  waiting  on  him  ready  to  start  since  the 
10th  of  June,  since  which  time  we  have  issued  rations  to  them  regularly. 
Notwithstanding  every  precaution  to  keep  evil  disposed  individuals  from  pre- 
judicing them  against  going  west,  we  have  had  great  difficulty  in  keeping  the 
Indians  together;  and  now  this  fresh  information,  and  the  absence  still  of 
the  disbursing  agent,  will  certainly  have  an  effect.  If  the  emigration  should 
fail,  I cannot  give  any  other  reason  than  this  for  it:  that  it  is  caused  by  the 
absence  of  the  disbursing  officer.  I am  still  encamped  with  the  Indians,^ 
and  will  continue  there  until  the  arrival  of  Lieut.  Montgomery. 

Very  respectfully,  and  in  haste. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  H.  SANDS, 

AssH  JR,  A,  Pottos  Indians, 

Com.  Gen.  Subsistence, 

Washington  City, 


Fort  Towson,  West  of  x\rkansas  Territory, 

July  15,  1833. 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  my  account  current  on  account  of  furnishing  cat- 
tle to  Choctaws,  received- under  appraisement  prior  to  the  emigration  o£ 
1831,  with  abstract  of  the  second  quarter  of  the  present  year.  I also  en- 
close the  original  bids  for  furnishing  these  cattle^  together  with  bonds  anti 
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contracts  entered  into.  By  a reference  to  the  accounts,  you  will  find  I have 
had  to  pay  a much  higher  price  for  the  cattle  furnished  on  the  Arkansas 
than  on  Red  river.  This  was  owing  to  the  unfortunate  time  I,  by  accident, 
selected  for  letting  out  proposals  for  furnishing  the  cattle  required  on  that 
river.  It  so  happened,  that  the  late  disastrous  flood  occurred  about  the  time, 
whereby  great  numbers  of  cattle  were  drowned. 

After  completing  the  issues  to  those  emigrants  on  Red  river,  I found  it 
impossible  either  for  myself  or  any  of  my  agents  to  be  spared  from  their 
duties  a sufficient  length  of  time  to  attend  to  contracting  for,  and  turning 
over  the  cattle  required  on  the  Arkansas.  I therefore  employed  Elijah 
Carter  for  this  purpose,  whose  proceedings  were  under  the  superintendence 
of  Lieutenant  Rains:  his  account  is  one  of  the  expenditures. 

By  a comparison  of  Levi  Davis’s  account  and  contract,  you  will  find  he 
did  not  furnish  the  number  of  cattle  called  for.  This  was  owing  to  the  fact, 
that,  after  the  contract  was  closed,  it  was  discovered  that  one  of  the  claim- 
ants resided  on  the  Arkansas,  instead  of  Red  river. 

Owing  to  the  indisposition  of  both  of  my  clerks  and  myself,  I shall  be 
unable  to  furnish  you  with  my  other  accounts  before  the  next  mail. 

I am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

• JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON, 

LieuL  U.  S,  Jl.,  Disb,  *dgent  Choctaw  removal. 
Emigration  of  Indians,  C.  G,  S., 

Washington  City. 


Office  of  Disbursing  Agent  for  the  Cherokees  west, 

t/w/y  12,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  my  accounts,  &c.  for  the  2d 
quarter  of  the  present  year,  and  also  my  abstract  of  disbursements  for  sub- 
sistence for  May.  The  abstract  for  May  \Vould  have  been  forwarded  at  the 
expiration  of  that  month,  but  for  my  absence  from  the  nation  at  that  time.  I 
was  requested  by  General  Gratiot,  in  September  last,  to  pay  off  the  out- 
standing debts  due  on  account  of  the  improving  of  the  navigation  of  Red 
river,  when  that  work  ceased  in  1831.  There  being  a few  individuals  on  Red 
river,  above  Natchitoches,  whose  accounts  could  not  be  settled  without  my 
presence,  caused  me  to  proceed  to  that  place  on  the  8th  May,  expecting  to 
return  by  the  last  of  May,  having  previously  supplied  all  the  Cherokee  emi- 
grants who  had  reported  themselves  and  wished  their  rations.  I was,  how- 
ever, prevented  from  returning  thus  early,  being  a passenger  on  board  the 
steamboat  Lioness  when  she  was  blown  up  by  gunpowder  on  the  19th  May^ 
while  proceeding  to  Natchitoches,  an  account  of  which  you  have  probably  * 
seen  before  this.  By  this  accident,  besides  my  own,  and  the  money  be- 
longing to  the  Engineer  Department  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  debts 
alluded  to,  I lost  ^241^^-  of  the  money  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of 
Indians,  for  which  I was  accountable.  As  my  own  loss  has  been  consider- 
able, I am  not  willing  to  lose  this  amount,  unless  you  are  of  opinion  that  the 
loss  should  be  my  own. 

From  the  muster-roll  forwarded,  you  will  perceive  that  the  following  men 
have  drawn  provisions  for  more  persons  than  appear  on  this  roll,  viz.  Abra* 
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ham  Worn,  for  two  persons,  and  William  A.  Coleman,  James  Love,  Lock 
Langley,  and  Reuben  Daniel,  each  for  one  person  more  than  the  muster-roll 
calls  for.  Reuben  Daniel  was  issued  to  in  the  last  quarter.  The  issues  to 
those  persons  were  made  on  the  statements  furnished  me  by  Captain  Vashon, 
before  Captain  Vashon  furnished  me  with  a copy  of  Mr.  Currey^s  muster- 
roll.  In  order  that  the  Government  should  not  lose  by  this,  I immediately 
reported  to  Captain  Vashon  the  difference  in  his  statements  and  the  report 
of  Mr.  Currey  on  the  muster-roll,  so  that  he  might  stop,  from  such  moneys 
as  might  be  due  them,  the  amount  the  over-drawn  rations  cost;  showing  Capt. 
Vashon  at  the  same  time  his  statements  and  the  muster-roll.  These  state- 
ments are  also  forwarded.  These  men  stated  that  they  enrolled  the  number 
they  drew  for,  before  they  were  issued  to. 

From  Mr.  Currey report  of  last  year,  Jesse  Scott  is  reported  as  having 
enrolled  fifteen  persons,  and,  from  the  report  of  this  year,  Ambrose  Harnage 
is  reported  to  have  enrolled  twenty-six  persons.  Jesse  Scott  reports  to  me 
as  having  only  enrolled  twelve  persons,  and  Ambrose  Harnage  twenty -four 
persons. 

From  my  bills  of  purchase,  you  will  find  that  seventy -five  cents  a bushel 
has  been  paid  for  corn.  Corn  is  now  scarce;  the  late  freshet  in  the  Arkan- 
sas has  not  only  swept  off  the  last  yearns  crop  of  corn  from  the  river,  but 
has  destroyed  nearly  all  the  crops  growing  at  the  time  of  the  freshet,  which 
was  in  last  month,  and  causes  corn  to  sell  at  almost  any  price  that  may  be 
asked. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Cherokees  now  emigrate,  renders  it  impossible 
to  make  a public  contract,  except  at  an  exorbitant  price,  which  I do  not  think 
the  Government  should  consent  to. 

With  much  respect, 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SEAW  ELL,  Lieut  U.  S. 

Disbursing  Agent  for  Cherokees  west 
Brig.  Gen.  George  Gibson,  C,  G.  A., 

Washington  City, 


Office  Bank  United  States, 

Washington^  August  14,  1833. 

Sir:  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  13th  instant,  I have  transmitted  to 
General  James  Gadsden  my  draft  on  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Charles- 
ton, for  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  in  lieu  of  your  check 
for  a similar  sum, 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RD.  SMITH,  Cashier, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S.,  Washington  City. 


Camp,  near  Danville,  Illinois, 

August  3,  1833. 

Sir:  The  Indians  which  were  to  meet  us  at  this  place  have  not  arrived. 
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We  will  not  wait  for  them,  having  understood  that  sickness  prevails  among 
them. 

The  treaty  and  payments  come  on  at  Chicago  in  September.  In  the  first 
instance,  this  band  has  an  interest:  they  own  considerable  land  which  is  pro- 
posed to  be  bought  at  this  treaty.  In  the  second,  they  wish  to  get  their  an- 
nuity before  they  go.  All  tliis  has  been  made  known  to  them  by  the  traders 
and  others  who  wish  this  emigration  to  fail.  We,  however,  expect  a num- 
ber to  follow  on  after  us  this  day  from  the  Iroquis. 

The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  request  permission  for  the  two  head  chiefs, 
Queahqueahta’h  and  Michichechocaba,  to  return  with  me,  and  that  they  be 
furnished  with  two  of  the  public  horses  to  ride  back. 

The  department  may  rest  assured,  that  by  granting  this  request  it  will  cost 
but  little,  and  that  their  assistance  in  getting  the  next  emigration  up  will  be 
valuable,  particularly  as  the  exploring  expedition  failed.  Michichechocaba 
is  the  next  in  authority  among  the  religious  Indians  to  the  celebrated  Kicka- 
poo  prophet.  The  names  of  both  the  above-mentioned  are  recorded  in  the 
treaty,  and  their  influence  was  great  in  accomplishing  the  same;  besides,  both 
are  going  west,  leaving  part  of  their  families  and  extensive  connexion.  I 
have  the  utmost  confidence  in  them,  and,  unhesitatingly  say,  it  will  add 
greatly  to  the  facility  in  starting  another  emigration  to  have  these  men  re- 
turn with  me. 

Please  send  an  answer  immediately  to  Fort  Leavenworth. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  H.  SANDS, 

Assistant  Agent  removal  Pottaioatamie  Indians^ 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


We,  the  undersigned  chiefs  of  the  Prairie  band  of  Indians  under  charg® 
of  Colonel  L.  fl.  Sands  and  General  R.  Schoonover,  assistant  agents,  re- 
quest that  we  may  be  allowed  to  ride  each  of  us  a public  horse  back  with 
them  to  this  our  native  country,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  balance  of  our 
religious  band  to  go  with  the  next  emigration  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

MICHICHECHOCABA,  his  x mark. 

QUEAHQUEAHTA,  his  x mark. 

Witness: 

Ax.  Goashlin,  Interpreter. 

J.  W.  Weaver,  Assistant  Disb’g  Agent. 

The  undersigned  having  just  returned  from  the  village  where  the  relatives 
of  the  above-named  chiefs  reside,  and  having  been  much  with  them  since 
the  middle  of  last  June,  does  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  to  grant  permission 
for  the^above-riamed  chiefs  to  return  and  inform  their  relatives  of  the  route 
which  they  travel,  and  the  situation  of  the  country  which  is  designed  for 
their  permanent  residence,  v/ill  have  a salutary  effect  on  future  operations. 

R.  SCHOONOVER, 

Assistant  Agent  removal  Pottawatamies. 


Camp,  one  mile  from  Danville,  Illinois,  Aug.  1,  1833. 

Sir:  I arrived  here  last  evening  with  that  portion  of  the  emigrating  band 
113 
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that  left  the  camp  near  Logansport  under  my  charge.  Previous  to  our  de- 
parture, General  Schoonover,  the  assistant  agent,  was  sent,  together  with  an 
assistant  disbursing  officer  and  interpreter,  to  Iroquois  river,  with  instruc- 
tions to  get  as  manjT-  as  possible  of  the  original  enrolled  Indians,  together  with 
any  new  recruits  willing  to  emigrate,  and  meet  me  at  this  place.  I understand 
that  they  are  now  on  their  way  here,  having  started  yesterday.  You  are 
aware  that,  in  consequence  of  the  delay  of  the  disbursing  officer,  the  Indians 
became  impatient,  and  several  hundred  left  the  camp;  most  of  whom  went 
to  the  Iroquois,  where  I have  sent  for  them.  The  emigration  will  go  on 
with  as  much  expedition  as  possible:  nothing  has  created  one  hour’s  delay 
except  the  above  cause. 

A difficulty  of  a singular  character  occurred  on  the  20th  ultimo.  On  the 
19th,  Lieutenant  Montgomery  arrived,  and  on  the  20th  visited  the,  camp. 
He  assumed  the  control  of  the  emigration,  and  would  not  recognize  General 
Schoonover  or  mj^self  in  any  other  capacity  than  assistants  to  him. 

I presented  my  orders  from  Colonel  Pepper,  also  my  appointment  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  without  avail.  Under  these  circumstances,  I could 
do  nothing  more  than  what  I believed  to  be  my  duty,  and  then  submit  the 
matter  to  the  department. 

The  note  alluded  to  as  having  been  received  by  me  was  not  intended  by 
the  Lieutenant  as  official,  and  stated  that  he  would  furnish  transportation 
and  subsistence  for  me  on  his  otvn  responsibility ^ and  that  he  considered 
himself  in  the  place  of  Colonel  Pepper. 

The  utmost  harmony  prevails  among  all  the  officers  at  this  time.  The 
department  may  also  rest  assured  that  the  emigration  will  be  conducted  with 
expedition  and  good  feeling  by  all  of  us  to  the  point  of  designation.  The 
cause  of  difference  between  the  disbursing  agent  and  myself  is,  by  mutual 
agreement,  herewith  submitted;  at  the  same  time,  I inform  you  that  the  most 
friendly  feeling  exists  between  us  personally. 

Lieutenant  Montgomery  proposes  procuring  steamboat  transportation  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Missouri.  I am  disposed  to  think  well  of  it.  Had  this 
emigration  failed,  it  would  have  been  an  unfortunate  circumstance,  as  on  its 
success  depends  the  emigration  of  a large  proportion  of  the  Pottawatamies 
next  year.  Address  me  at  St.  Louis. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  H.  SANDS, 

Jlssistant  Jlgent  removal  Potiawatamie  Indians. 
General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G. 

Washington  City. 


Vandalia,  Illinois,  August  9,  1833. 

Sir:  We  have  just  arrived  with  the  emigrating  Pottawatamie  Indians  at 
this  place,  having  averaged  between  twenty  and  twenty-five  miles  per  day* 
Lieutenant  Montgomery  and  General  Schoonover  will  leave  this  place  in 
advance  of  the  emigration  for  St.  Louis  immediately — the  former  to  procure 
steamboat  transportation  if  possible,  the  latter  to  confer  with  General  Clarke 
relative  to  the  agent  who  is  to  provision  these  Indians,  and  respecting  their 
location. 
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Colonel  Pepper  joined  us  near  Charleston,  Illinois,  but  thought  it  best  to 
return  to  the  agency  at  Logansport.  His  views,  no  doubt,  you  will  have 
before  this  reached  you. 

It  is  his  opinion,  as  well  as  mine,  that  a respectable  emigration  can  be 
made  up  this  fall;  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  a large  portion  of  the  tribe 
will  remove  west  next  year.  It  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  have  an 
agent  or  agents  in  the  Indian  country  constantly,  to  counteract  the  influ- 
ence of  the  traders  and  others  opposed  to  their  removal.  I would  be  pleased 
to  repair  to  that  country.  General  Schoonover  is  also  anxious  to  be  con- 
tinued in  the  service. 

Colonel  Pepper  intimates  that  if  his  health  would  not  permit  him  to,  that 
his  wish  was  for  me  to  conduct  the  exploring  deputation  of  Indians. 

In  the  event  of  his  inability,  I will  be  ready  for  the  service. 

Enclosed  you  have  the  muster-roll.  Any  alterations  in  the  same  will  be 
made  known  to  you  on  our  arrival  at  the  point  of  designation.  The  utmost 
harmony  prevails  among  the  several  officers,  and  the  Indians  are  in  good 
spirits. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  H.  SANDS, 

Assistant  Agent  removal  Pottaivatamie  Indians^ 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S., 

Washington  City, 


Fort  Towson,  west  op  Ark.  Ter’y,  July  29,  1833. 

Sir:  Under  date  of  the  15th  instant,  I enclosed  to  you  my  accounts  in 
relation  to  turning  over  to  the  Choctaws  cattle  received  from  them  under 
appraisement  prior  to  the  emigration  of  1831.  With  these  accounts,  I failed 
to  enclose  their  certificates  furnished  them  by  the  appraising  agents. 

In  some  instances,  the  claimants  had  lost  their  certificates,  but,  neverthe- 
less, I paid  them,  their  claims  agreeing  precisely  with  the  roll  furnished 
from  your  office. 

The  certificates  are  herewith  enclosed. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON, 

Lieut,  U.  S.  Army,  Disbursing  Agent  Clioctaiv  removaL 
Emigration  op  Indians, 

Com,  Gen,  of  Subsistence^  Washington  City, 


Fort  Towson,  west  op  A.  T.,  July  29,  1833. 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  my  quarterly  account  current,  with  abstracts  of 
disbursements  on  account  of  subsistence,  contingencies,  and  transportation,, 
for  the  second  quarter  of  the  present  year. 

Return  of  property,  with  abstract  of  sales,  quarterly  statement  of  agents 
employed  by  me,  and  statement  of  alterations  by  births  and  deaths,  for  the 
second  quarter  of  1833. 

The  following  remarks  are  in  explanation  of  some  of  my  accounts:  (ab- 
stract of  disbursements  for  subsistence,)  voucher  No.  2,  John  H.  Fowler, 
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for  thirty-four  and  a half  bushels  of  corn.  I gave  an  order  to  the  wagon* 
master  for  this  corn  at  the  time  the  account  is  dated,  which  was  never  pre- 
sented until  the  date  of  receipt  of  payment,  and  through  mistake  was  never 
entered  in  my  provision  return:  you  will  now  find  it  entered  in  my  pro- 
perty return.  Voucher  No.  4,  J.  B.  Badgett  for  one  hundred  and  twenty 
bushels  of  corn.  By  a reference  to  my  return  of  provisions  for  the  third 
quarter  1832,  you  will  find  this  purchase  entered.  The  enclosed  account, 
although  not  made  at  my  office,  is  correct:  the  original  receipt  for  the  corn 
was  transferred  from  hand  to  hand,  which  caused  the  delay  of  payment. 

After  the  new  method  of  supplying  the  Choctaws  went  into  operation, 
there  was  but  little  provisions  left  on  hand,  and,  in  as  much  as  such  a return, 
was  not  required  at  your  office,  I thought  it  best  to  transfer  what  remained 
on  hand  to  the  property  return.  This  transfer  you  will  find  to  be  correct 
by  a reference  to  my  return  for  the  first  quarter  of  this  year. 

By  a reference  to  mine  under  date  of  the  I5th  of  October,  1832,  you 
will  find  I reported  one  of  the  keel-boats  as  nearly  ruined  in  ascending  Lit- 
tle river,  but  that  she  was  undergoing  repairs.  About  the  time  I made 
this  report  to  you,  I employed  an  individual  to  have  her  repaired,  my  ob- 
ject being  to  counteract  the  views  of  a few  speculators  to  monopolize  all  the 
means  of  transportation  on  Red  river  above  the  Raft;  and  I believe  she 
was  undergoing  repairs  when  I wrote,  and  until  I heard  she  was  unworthy 
of  being  repaired  about  this  time:  the  object  of  the  monopolists  being  de- 
feated, 1 paid  no  further  attention  to  her. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  STEPHENSON,  Lieut.  U.  S.  A., 

Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removal. 

Emigration  op  Indians, 

Com.  Gen.  Sub.,  Washmgton  City. 


Logansport,  August  29,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I arrived  at  this  place  on  the 
27th  of  July  last,  and,  since  then,  have  used  every  endeavor  to  forward 
the  emigration  of  the  Weas. 

I am  sorry  to  say,  however,  that  my  exertions  have  been  fruitless.  The 
Indians  are  determined  not  to  go  west  of  the  Mississippi  now,  and  when 
they  will  go  is  more  than  my  prophetic  resources  can  determine.  I shall 
here  relate  such  facts  and  information  as  I am  possessed  of  with  regard  to 
the  success  of  my  mission,  and  leave  it  to  the  department  to  say  what  shall 
be  my  future  course. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  place,  I found  the  Indian  agent,  General  Marshall, 
was  absent  on  a visit  to  his  family.  I then  called  on  General  Grover,  the 
sub-agent,  showed  him  my  instructions,  and  told  him  I expected  him 
to  act  in  the  absence  of  the  agent.  I regret  to  have  to  say,  however,  that 
I have  received  little  or  no  assistance  from  the  sub  agent. 

After  waiting  some  days  for  the  sub-agent  to  act,  I found  I must  depend 
entirely  on  my  own  exertions.  I procured  an  interpreter,  and  sent  for  the 
Indians.  After  much  difficulty,  I got  a portion  of  them  together  on  the  13th 
instant,  and  held  a talk.  After  stating  to  them  the  object  of  my  visit,  they 
replied  that  I came  upon  them  by  surprise;  that  they  had  not  expected  now 
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to  go  west  of  the  Mississippi;  that  they  had  a settlement  to  make  with  the 
Mamies  before  they  left  them,  and  that  they  would  go  when  it  suited  their 
convenience.  They  said  they  could  go  by  themselves  when  they  wished 
to  go;  they  did  not  ask  any  assistance  from  the  Gevernment;  and  they  de- 
clared positively  that  at  this  time  they  would  not  go.  There  was  one  dis- 
senting voice  only  from  this  decision.  This  man  told  me  he  knew  about 
a dozen  who  wished  to  go.  I told  him  to  come  with  them  to  me  in  six  days,, 
and  I would  have  a talk  with  them. 

Since  then  I have  not  heard  of  him.  After  the  talk  of  the  13th,  I deter, 
mined  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  agent,  and  see  if  his  influence  would  not 
efiect  something. 

The  agent  arrived  about  the  17th  instant,  but  was  obliged  to  go  to  Fort 
Wayne  immediately,  to  meet  Governor  Porter  on  public  business.  Since  his 
return  from  Fort  Wayne,  he  called  the  Weas  together,  and  conversed  with 
them  on  the  subject  of  emigrating.  They  gave  the  same  answer  they  had 
before  given  me,  stating  it  as  final.  They  said  that  at  the  Miamie  treaty, 
which  is  to  take  place  in  October  next,  they  would  meet  together,  and  de- 
termine when  they  would  emigrate.  After  this,  would  say  nothing  more: 
they  were  willing  to  listen  to  any  thing  I had  to  say,  but  told  me  I must 
expect  no  more  answers  from  them:  they  say  they  are  most  of  them  married 
with  the  Miamies,  or  otherwise  connected  with  them,  and  are  perfectly 
happy  where  they  are. 

It  is  probable  many  of  them  will  never  leave  the  Miamies.  They  say  that 
abour  forty  is  the  greatest  number  that  will  probably  go  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. It  will  be  the  last  of  October  before  they  determine  when  to  go,  and, 
if  they'conclude  to  go  this  year,  it  will  be  November  before  suitable  arrange- 
ments can  be  made  lor  their  departure. 

I have  here  briefly  stated  all  that  is  worthy  of  notice,  and  shall  await  at 
this  place  an  answer  to  this  communication. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  SIMONTON,  Lieut, 

Disbursing  Jigent  Indian  removaL 

General  George  Gibson, 

O.  G,  S.,  Washington  City,  D,  C, 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  September  4,  1S33. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a duplicate  of  the  roll  delivered  to  Mr.  Alley 
at  Fort  Leavenworth:  the  remarks  attached  is  a brief  of  the  movements  of 
the  Indians  while  at  camp.  Colonel  Pepper  forwarded  you  the  original  roll 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty-six.  I forwarded  you  the  roll  of  Indians  which  ac- 
tually started  from  camp  on  the  route  west. 

One  detachment  you  were  informed  w’ent  with  General  Schoonover,  by 
the  Iroquois  river,  for  their  baggage,  which  detachment  failed,  and  would 
not  join  me  at  Danville,  Illinois,  the  point  designated  for  us  to  meet. 

You  will  no  doubt  have  a report  from  Colonel  Pepper  in  detail.  All  that  I 
can  say  is,  had  the  disbursing  agent  been  prompt  in  arriving  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, or  had  he  come  two  weeks  sooner,  the  emigration  would  have  been 
accompanied  with  a greater  number,  by  some  hundreds,  than  was  originally 
enrolled. 
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The  expense  has  been  great,  mostly  accruing  previous  to  our  departure 
from  camp  near  Logansport,  and  before  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Montgo- 
mery. 

Had  every  thing  been  managed  according  to  the  original  plan,  the  emigra- 
tion would  not,  in  my  opinion,  have  cost  more  than  twenty-five  dollars 
a head,  I am  confident  that  the  balance  of  the  prairie  Indians,  (say  about 
four  hundred,)  will  be  ready  to  move  this  fall.  They  will  get  their  annuity 
in  this  month,  and  will  also  sell  their  interest  in  all  the  lands  belonging  to 
them  at  the  treaty  which  is  also  holden  in  this  month  at  Chicago. 

These  last  mentioned  objects  was  no  impediment  to  the  emigration  at 
first;  but,  having  to  wait  so  long,  the  Indians  were  disposed  to  abandon 
going  west  until  it  was  over. 

' Having  seen  the  country  to  which  they  are  to  remove,  I would  suggest 
the  propriety  of  allowing  me  to  visit  these  Indians  shortly,  when  I will  be 
able  to  give  the  department  a correct  statement  of  the  prospect  of  an  emi- 
gration this  fall. 

General  Clark  is  of  opinion  that  they  had  better  emigrate  this  fall,  and 
informs  me  that  he  has  made  a conditional  contract  for  provisions  if  they 
are  required.  He  says  there  is  plenty  of  band  joining  the  Kickapoo  Pro- 
phet’s land,  for  the  land  of  four  hundred  religious  Pottawatamie  Indians, 
who  do  not  wish  to  be  located  apart  from  the  Prophet. 

General  Schoonover  having  had  the  same  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Kick- 
apoo lands  that  I have  had,  is  willing  to  repair  to  any  duty  assigned  to  him 
in  the  Indian  country.  I hope  that  the  smallness  of  this  emigration,  and 
the  expense  which  has  accrued  in  the  removal,  will  not  be  laid  to  either  ne- 
gligence or  inefficiency  in  the  officers  who  are  associated  with  me. 

I do  not  make  a statement  to  any  one’s  prejudice.  You  have  the  journal 
of  occurrences,  the  correspondence,  &c. : from  them  you  can  easily  judge  the 
cause  of  things  being  as  they  are.  I look  upon  the  emigration,  small  as  it  is, 
as  a favorable  indication  ot  what  can  be  done  in  future.  I am  ordered  by 
Colonel  Pepper  to  repair  to  my  residence  and  wait  orders. 

Please  to  address  me  then  at  Greencastle,  Indiana. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  H.  SANDS, 
t^ssisi,  t^gent  removal  PoUawatarnies, 

Gen.  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City, 


Camp,  near  Logansport,  July  22,  1833. 

Sir:  The  Indians  under  my  charge  are  now  ready  to  move  west.  There 
is  one  hundred  and  forty-five  in  number,  and,  to  aid  in  transportation,  you 
are  required  to  furnish  three  teams  suitable  for  the  purpose;  also,  provisions 
such  as  your  experience  in  Indian  removals,  and  an  adherence  to  the  printed 
regulations,  will  warrant. 

General  Schoonover  will  repair‘immediately  to  Iroquois,  to^'  forward  the 
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emigration  of  such  as  are  enrolled  at  that  point,  together  with  others  who 
will  join.  You  will  furnish  him  with  the  proper  means  and  instructions. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  H.  SANDS, 

Assistant  dgent  removal  of  Pottaioatamies, 

Lieut.  Wm.  R.  Montgomery, 

Disbursing  Agent  removal  Potiawatamies. 


Indian  Agency,  Logansport,  Ia.,  July  23,  1833. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  accept  your  proposition  made  known  to  L.  H. 
Sands,  assistant  agent)  but  at  the  same  time  inform  you  that  it  is  only  the 
interest  of  the  public  service  which  prompts  us  to  accede  to  it,  being  con- 
firmed in  opinion  that  the  general  superintendency  belongs  to  the  above- 
mentioned,  and  that  you  are  truly  the  disbursing  agent. 

The  subject-matter  will  be  laid  before  Colonel  Pepper,  the  special  agent, 
who  is  at  present  prevented  by  sickness  from  attending  in  person,  and  also 
to  the  proper  department. 

We  are  not  tenacious,  but,  on  the  contrary,  wish  to  promote  the  utmost 
harmony  among  the  several  officers  employed.  A difference  in  opinion  on 
official  matters  shall  not,  on  our  part,  cause  a personal  feeling. 

And  as  you  consider  yourself,  also,  compromising  for  the  benefit  of  the 
service,  we  hope  that  the  emigration  will  not  any  longer  be  delayed,  but 
that  we  start  immediately  after  you  have  made  the  necessary  arrangement 
for  transportation  and  subsistence. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  H.  SANDS, 

Assistant  Agent  removal  of  Indians. 

R.  SCHOONOVER,  A.  A.  R,  P. 

Lieut.  W.  R.  Montgomery. 


Logansport,  Ia.,  25th  June,  1833. 

Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  emigrating  band  of  Pottawatamie  In- 
dians, headed  by  Queahqueahtah,  and  provide  for  them,  previous  to  setting 
out  on  your  journey  west,  whatever  may  be  necessary  for  their  health 
and  comfort,  agreeably  to  the  written  and  printed  instructions  from  the 
War  Department  in  your  possession.  You  will  conduct  them  as  nearly  as 
may  be  convenient,  taking  into  consideration  the  facility  of  obtaining  sup- 
plies, on  the  road  pointed  out  by  General  Clark  in  his  letter  of  advice  to 
me.  In  all  your  requisitions  upon  the  disbursing  agent,  you  will  observe 
the  strictest  economy  that  the  health  and  wants  of  the  Indians  will  admit  of. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  PEPPER,  aS'.  a.  R.  F. 

Col.  Lewis  H.  Sands, 

Assistant  Agent  removal  Poitawatamies, 
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Office  Bank  United  States, 

Washington,  September  23,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  21st  instant,  (not  signed,)  enclosing  your  check  on 
this  office  for  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  is  received,^  and,  as  requested, 
1 enclose  you  my  draft  on  Nashville  for  that  sum  in  favor  of  Samuel  Mc- 
Connell. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RD.  SMITH,  Cashier, 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S, 


City  of  Washington,  October  22,  1833. 
Sir;  Having  understood  that  the  Seminole  Indians,  residing  in  Florida, 
■would  probably  be  removed  in  the  ensuing  spring  to  the  country  destined 
for  them  west  of  the  Mississippi,  I have  thought  proper  to  address  you,  so- 
liciting the  appointment  of  agent  or  assistant  agent  on  that  occasion,  as  I am 
now  informed  the  appointment  will  be  made  on  your  recommendation.  A 
residence  near  them  for  several  years  has  made  me  acquainted  with  their 
language,  manners,  and  customs.  Should  you  think  proper  to  give  me 
your  friendly  aid  towards  obtaining  the  appointment,  you  will  confer  a 
favor  on 

• Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  G.  SANDERS. 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S, 


Fort  Towson,  west  A.  T.,  October  13,  1833. 

Sir;  I herewith  enclose  my  account  current,  with  abstract  of  disburse- 
ments for  contingencies,  for  the  third  quarter  of  the  present  year;  return 
of  property,  with  abstract  of  sales  quarterly  statement  of  agents  employed 
by  me,  and  statement  of  alterations  by  births,  deaths,  &c. 

I also  enclose  my  account  current  on  account  of  funds  applicable  to  sup- 
plying cattle  to  emigrant  Choctaws,  received  under  appraisement,  &c.  The 
furnishing  provisions  to  the  emigrant  Choctaws  at  the  several  depots  under 
my  charge  is  going  on  regularly,  and,  as  far  as  I am  aware,  perfectly  to  the 
statisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

Your’s  respectfully, 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON,  Lieut.  U.  S.  A., 

Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removal. 

Emigration  of  Indians, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Fort  Towson,  west  of  A.  T.,  Nov.  10,  1833. 

Sir;  Your  letter  under  date  of  the  25th  September  has  been  received. 
This  letter  says  that  returns  (checks)  do  not  accompany  my  quarterly  re- 
turns of  provisions  according  to  regulations.  Agreeably  to  my  last  instruc- 
tions from  your  office,  I am  only  required  to  furnish  monthly  returns,  with 
abstracts  to  Captain  iBrown,  principal  disbursing  agent  at  Little  Rock,  This 
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I have  never  failed  to  do,  and  at  the  same  time  furnishing  the  contractors 
with  the  returns  (checks)  corresponding  to  each  issue  as  entered  in  my  ab- 
stracts. This  plan  was  not  adapted  until  the  present  method  of  supplying 
the  emigrants  (Choctaws)  with  complete  rations  was  carried  into  effect, 
which  first  commenced  on  the  1st  February  last.  Previous  to  this,  all  issues 
wero"<ftade  on  simple  orders  signed  by  myself  or  clerk,  or  our  memorandums 
taken  to  the  place  of  issue  by  m3^self  or  sc5me  of  my  assistants.  I will  here 
state,  that  before  any  orders  or  memorandums  were  taken  from  my  office, 
that  the  amount  required  for  each  company  was  entered  on  abstracts  which 
were  vouchers  to  my  returns.  By  referring  to  mjr  letter  dated  the  15th 
October,  1832,  wherein  I spoke  in  relation  to  gain  on  beef  issues,  you  will 
find  I spoke  fully  of  the  manner  in  which  I made  my  issues.  Your  letter 
requires  me  to  furnish  you  with  the  returns  on  which  my  issues  weremiade 
in  the  fourth  quarter,  1832,  and  first  and  second  quarter  1833.  From  what 
I have  said  above,  you  will  see  the  impossibility  of  my  complying  with 
this  order.  l ean  only  furnish  you  with  returns  (checks)  covering  every 
issue,  by  referring  to  the  duplicate  abstracts  in  my  possession,  but,  in  doing 
this,  it  will  require  several  books  of  provision  returns. 

From  a recent  letter  frcpi  Captain  Brown>  I am  induced  to  believe  that  the 
letter  which  should  have  accompanied  my  quarterly  accounts  to  your  office 
for  third  quarter,  present  year,  was  enclosed  to  him,  and  that  the  letter  de- 
signed for  him  was  sent  to  you.  Fearing  such  might  be  the  fact,  I enclose 
a copy  of  the  letter  which  should  have  accompanied  my  accounts.  Should 
such  prove  to  be  a fact,  I hope  you  will  look  upon  it  as  a casualty.  After 
I had  arranged  my  papers  for  the  mail,  I directed  my  clerk  to  envelope 
them,  being  otherwise  employed  myself.  ^ 

I am,  sir. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON,  Limt.  U.  S.  A.y 
Disbursing  %figent  Choctaw  removal. 

Emigration  OF  Indians, 

C.  G.  S,,  Washington  City. 


Greencastle,  Indiana,  November  25,  1833. 

Sir:  My  account  has  been  forwarded  to  Colonel  Pepper,  and  the  deduc- 
tion made  according  ,to  instructions, in  your’s  to  him  of  the  4th  instant. 

It  is  correct  that  such  deduction  should  be  made,  but,  at  the  time  my  for- 
mer account  was  rendered.  Lieutenant  Montgomery  would  not  settle  with- 
out having  the  mileage  pay  included. 

On  my  return  from  the  west,  I found  an  order  waiting  for  me,  ordering 
me  to  Chicago  to  inake  preparative  arrangements  for  an  emigration.  I have 
but  lately  returned,  and  reported  to  Colonel  Pepper.  Will  you  be  so  good 
as  to  inform  me  whether  I am  entitled  to  transportation  pay  or  not,  as  I have 
not  included  it  in  my  account  rendered? 

Very  respectful  Ijv 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  H.  SANDS, 

‘ Jissistant  *dgent  R.  P.  Indians. 

Commissary  General  or  Subsistence,  Washington  Cityy  D.  C. 
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Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  7,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  enclosed,  my  account  with 
the  Weas  fund,  closed,  as  directed,  up  to  the  last  day  of  September,  1833. 

In  consequence  of  sickness,  I was  not  able  to  leave  Logansport  after  the 
receipt  of  your^s  of  the  18th  of  September,  until  the  17  th  of  November.  Being 
compelled  to  travel  on  horseback  from  Logansport  to  Cincinnati,  1 was  en- 
tirely exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  which  proved  too  severe 
for  one  plunged  suddenly  from  a sick  room  into  an  extremely  cold  atmos- 
phere. The  consequence  was  an  attack  of  pleurisy,  which  detained  me  se- 
veral days  at  Greensburg,  Indiana.  I also  transmit,  herewith,  certificates  of 
my  illness,  given  by  my  attending  physicians. 

I made  no  further  effort  with  the  Weas,  as  I know  it  would  be  useless. 
They  had  declared,  as  I stated  in  my  last  report  to  you,  that  they  would 
hold  no  further  conversation  with  regard  to  emigrating,  until  after  the  ex- 
pected treaty  with  the  Miamies.  From  the  manner  and  presence  in  which 
this  declaration  was  made,  I could  only  believe  it  a final  answer  to  all  pro- 
positions to  emigrate  at  present.  The  council  lately  held  with  the  Miamies 
to  treat  for  their  lands,  broke  up,  I understand,  about  the  time  I left  Logans- 
port. The  tenacity  with  which  the  latter  people  hold  on  to  their  present 
possessions  will  serve  to  show  with  how  much  reluctance  the  Weas  leave 
their  ancient  hunting  grounds.  The  two  tribes  have  long  been  connected 
by  blood  and  policy — speak  the  same  tongue,  and  possess  every  trait  of  cha- 
racter which  would  mark  them  as  one  people.  The  Weas,  therefore,  rea- 
dily find  a residence  with  the  Miamies,  and  boast  that  as  long  as  the  latter 
own  a foot  of  land  they  have  a home.  The  few  Weas  remaining  in  Indiana 
are  without  a chief  of  their  own,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  have  attached 
themselves  to  different  bands  of  the  Miamies.  The  few  who  have  not  ranged 
themselves  under  some  Miami  chief  are  to  be  found  wandering  about  the 
country  like  gypsies,  plundering  the  cornfields,  and  killing  hogs  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  white  settlements. 

When  the  department  thinks  proper  to  take  further  steps  with  regard  to 
the  removal  of  these  people,  I would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Indian 
agent  at  Logansport  be  consulted . The  advantage  which  he  possesses  of 
being  on  the  spot,  will  enable  him  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and 
to  give  information  as  to  the  most  suitable  arrangement  for  their  removal. 
The  present  agent,  I have  no  doubt, would  use  every  exertion  to  procure  the 
removal  of  these  Indians  as  soon  as  possible. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  SIMONTON,  Lieut.,  B.  A.  L R. 
Brigadier  General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G*  S. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  Lieutenant  J,  P.  Simonton  was  attacked,  on  his  ar- 
rival in  Greensburg,  with  pleuritic  symptoms,  for  which  he  was  obliged  to 
submit  to  a course  of  medical  treatment  from  the  22d  of  November  till  De- 
cember 1st,  when  he  was  pronounced  convalescent  and  sufficiently  able  to 
pursue  his  journey. 

(Duplicate — Indiana.)  J.  B.  BUCHANAN,  M.  D. 

Logansport,  Indiana,  November  16,  1833. 

This  may  certify.  That  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Simonton  has  been  sick,  and 
under  my  care  as  physician  since  the  12th  of  October  last:  first,  with  the 
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bilious  intermittent  fever;  after  that  subsided,  he  was  taken  with  hemorrhage 
or  piles,  which  has  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  ride  or  exercise  any 
way,  in  the  open  air,  until  now,  without  being  attended  with  the  utmost 
danger. 

(Duplicate.)  F.  FITCHE,  M.  B. 


Fort  Towson,  west  op  A.  T.,  Bectmher  2,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letters  under  dates  of  the  18th  of  September, 
17th  and  19th  October,  1833, 

According  to  your  instructions  of  the  17th  of  October,  I have  prepared 
an  abstract  showing  all  disbursements  and  issues  I have  made  for  teams 
and  teamsters  employed  in  transporting  Indian  (Choctaw)  annuities  from 
Fort  Smith. 

This  abstract  is  herewith  enclosed,  and  includes  all  and  every  expenditure 
made  by  me  on  account  of  the  Choctaw  Agency  west.  Where  issues  were 
made  out  of  public  supplies  on  hand,  a reference  as  to  the  cost  is  made  at  the 
bottom  of  the  abstract.  To  one  barrel  of  pork  received  from  Lieutenant 
Alexander,  there  is  no  charge  entered.  This  barrel  was  a portion  of  the 
condemned  provision  in  the  Subsistence  Department,  Fort  Towson,  but,  as 
it  answered  the  purpose  of  the  teamsters,  I gave  Lieutenant  Alexander  my 
receipt  for  it  as  condemned. 

In  reply  to  your’s  of  the  19th  of  October,  I have  to  state,  that  at  the  time 
the  two  bushels  of  corn  and  barrel  of  pork  was  issued,  there  was  no  wagon* 
master  accompanied  the  teams  from  Fort  Smith,  and,  at  thej’equest  of  Lieu- 
tenant Rains,  I furnished  them,  the  teamsters,  with  provisions  sufficient  for 
their  return.  As  regards  the  correctness  of  the  requisition  on  which  the 
other  issues  were  made,  alluded  to  by  you,  I will  state  that,  from  the  good- 
ness of  the  range  for  grazing  at  that  time,  the  wagon-master,  on  his  return 
to  Fort  Smith,  thought  that  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  furnish  for  the 
teams  part  rations — a few  bushels  to  each  team.  On  the  other  score,  he 
thought  detentions  might  occur  from  high  waters  or  other  causes,  and  there- 
fore required  ample  rations  to  meet  contingencies. 

These  are  the  reasons  why  neither  the  number  of  persons,  or  horses,  or 
time,  was  entered  in  the  requisition.  I have  no  memorandum  to  which  I 
can  refer  to  enable  me  to  ascertain  the  number  of  persons,  or  animals,  for 
which  the  requisition  was  drawn. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  STEPHENSON,  Lieut  U,  S.  ^., 
Disbursing  %dgent  Choctaw  removal. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  Q.  WashingtoUf  D.  C. 

P.  S.  After  closing  this  letter,  I thought  it  would  be  acceptable  to  you 
to  hear  that  the  new  emigration  was  close  at  hand:  they  will  be  here  in  the 
course  of  a few  days.  All  necessary  preparations  are  made  for  their  recep- 
tion. 


Tuscaloosa,  December  16,  1833. 

Sir:  My  object  in  writing  you  at  this  time  is  to  gain  some  information  of 
an  account  of  travelling  expenses  of  mine  while  engaged  as  an  assistant  agent 
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in  the  removal  of  the  emigrating  Choctaw  Indians  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  G.  S.  Gaines.  Mr.  Gaines  has  informed  me  that  he,  while 
in  Washington  city  last  spring,  deposited  the  account  in  the  Commissary 
General’s  office  forliis  inspection,  agreeable  to  Mr.  Gaines’s  instructions.  I 
wrote  to  the  Commissary  General  some  time  in  June  lastj  but,  as  yet,  have 
received  no  answer  to  the  same:  therefore,  you  will  confer  a favor  upon  me 
by  calling  at  the  Commissary  General’s  office,  and  ascertain  whether 
there  has  been  anything  done  with  the  account  or  not.  I think$“  from  instruc-  f 
tions  from  the  Commissary  General  during  the  time,  that  I was  entitled  to 
transportation  and  subsistence.  I never  was  allowed  my  transportation  during 
the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Gaines,  although  it  was  allowed  to  others. 

I am  also  desirous  of  being  employed  in  the  removal  of  the  Creek  Indians. 

If  you  should  see  Captain  Wm.  Armstrong  in  Washington  this  winter,  you 
will  please  mention  my  wishes  to  him,  as  I believe  he  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  for  the  removal  of  the  Creeks;  and,  agreeable  to  information 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  hereafter,  the  superintendent  for  the  removal  of 
any  tribe  of  Indians  has  the  power  of  appointing  all  assistant  agents  under 
him.  Your  kind  attention  to  the  above  will  be  thankfully  received 
By  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  H.  SOMMERVILLE. 

Honorable  S.  W.  Mardis. 


Louisville,  9th  *^pril,  1831. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  28th  ultimo  was  received  on  yesterday,  and  I have 
since  been  on  the  look-out  for  wagons,  and  I shall  be’compelled  to  have  most 
of  them  made.  I regret  you  did  not  inform  me  as  to  the  probable  time  that 
the  wagons  should  be  at  the  mouth  of  White  river,  or  the  old  Post  of  Ar- 
kansas. I shall,  in  a day  or  two,  go  to  Cincinnati,  in  order,  if  possible,  to 
make  some  purchases  there;  and,  it  may  be  possible,  that  I shall  have  to 
make  two  trips  to  that  place.  I would  suggest  that  I may  be  authorized  to 
send  an  agent  with  the  wagons  to  the  mouth  of  White  river,  or  the  old  Post 
of  Arkansas,  as  I can  learn  the  name  of  no  responsible  individual  residing  < 

at  either  place.  It  may  be  possible  that  my  duties  in  this  section  of  the  ’ 

country,  at  the  time  of  the  shipment  of  the  wagons,  may  not  prevent  me  j 

from  accompanying  them  should  you  deem  it  proper  forme  to  do  so.  From 
the  inquiry  that  I have  been  able  to  make,  I think  it  will  require  from  five 
to  eight  hundred  dollars  over  and  above  the  twenty-five  hundred  you  have  j 
ordered  to  be  remitted  me.  I shall  have  the  wagons  harnessed  for  six  horses.  | 

1 beg  you,  General,  to  re^t  assured  that  I shall  use  every  exertion  in  my  j 

power  to  expedite  the  delivery  of  the  wagons.  I 

Very  truly,  j 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Captain,  and  Commissary  Subsistence, 
General  George  Gibson,  C,  G,  S, 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  19 th  April,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  just  returned  to  this  place  from  Franklin,  in  this  State,  where 
I was  induced  to  go  in  search  of  wagons,  and  I request  to  inform  you  that 


909 


[512] 

I have  not  been  able  to  get  an  ox-wagon  ready  made  in  this  section,  or  in 
Kentucky,  At  Franklin  there  is  an  extensive  establishment  for  making  of 
wagons,  and  I was  in  hopes  I should  have  found  some  finished,  but  was  dis- 
appointed, as  the  proprietor  had  some  three  or  four  weeks  previous  shipped 
a number  to  Louisville,  and  I shall  be  compelled  to  have  the  ox-wagons 
made,  and  shall  not  be  enabled  to  ship  them  as  earljt  sis  I could  have  wish- 
ed. I shall  return  to  Louisville  this  evening,  and  shall  be  compelled  to  re- 
turn to  this  place  in  a short  time. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Captaifiy  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 
General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  8. 


Louisville,  Kentucky,  26/A  %dpril  1831. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  15th  instant  was  received  last  night,  and,  in  order  to 
comply  with  your  instructions  to  purchase  twenty  additional  ox-wagons,  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  go  to  Pittsburgh  for  that  purpose.  I shall  forthwith 
leave  this  for  that  place.  It  is  impossible  to  get  the  wagons  in  this  section, 
or  in  Cincinnati  and  its  vicinity. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Captain^  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 
General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Louisville,  8th  June,  1831. 

Sir:  I enclose  you  my  monthly  return  for  the  last  month. 

I think  I shall  get  the  wagons  ofi*  in  some  six  or  eight  days,  and  they 
should  reach  the  old  Post  of  Arkansas  early  in  July. 

I have  been  extremely  ill,  but  am  now  getting  about  again. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Captain,  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 
General  George  Gibson,  C,  G.  S., 


Louisville,  Kentucky,  2d  July,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  this  day  drawn  on  you  for  eight  hundred*  and  four  dollars 
and  eight  cents,  to  complete  the  purchase  of  forty  wagons,  and  their  trans- 
portation to  the  mouth  of  White  river:  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dol- 
lars and  fifty-eight  cents  completes  the  purchase  of  the  wagons,  and  six 
hundred  and  six  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  their  transportation.  I have  had 
to  pay  the  steamboats  high  in  order  to  get  them  to  take  the  wagons.  I 
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shall  send  you,  in  a day  or  two,  my  quarterly  accounts  for  disbursements  as 
agent  for  the  United  States  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Captain^  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 
General  George  Gibson,  C,  G.S. 


Louisville,  Kentucky,  3d  July,  1831. 

c Sir;  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  herewith  my  account  for  the  last 
quarter  on  account  of  expenditures  as  agent  of  the  United  States  for  the  re- 
moval and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Agent  U.  S.  for  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 
General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S., 


Louisville,  25th  July^  1831. 

Sir:  I send  you  enclosed  copies  of  bills  of  purchases  made  agreeable  to 
your  order  of  the  27th  June  last.  The  stores  left  this  on  the  21st  instant 
for  Little  Rock,  and  will,  I have  no  doubt,  reach  their  destination  early  in 
August. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  P.  *TAYL0R,  Capt.  and  C.  S. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Louisville,  25th  July^  1831. 

Sir:  I return  you  voucher  No.  10,  with  my  account  current  for  Indian 
disbursements  for  the  last  quarter.  The  voucher  should  have  called  for 
sixty- six  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  instead  of  sixty-five  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents.  I have  corrected  the  mistake,  and  now  enclose  it  you. 
If  not  improper,  I will  thank  you  to  have  the  mistake  corrected  in  my  ab- 
stract of  disbursements. 

The  provisions  for  the  Indians  I started  for  Little  'Rock,  Arkansas,  a day 
or  two  since.  The  copy  of  the  bills  will  be  forwarded  you  in  a day  or  two. 
With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Capt.,  and  Com’y  of  Sub. 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Louisville,  l5^  August,  1831. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  22d 
July,  1831,  enclosing  a copy  of  your  letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  27th 
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June  last.  I have  to  apologize  for  not  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
letter  in  question,  as  I was  under  the  impression  I had  done  so. 

The  provisions  were  purchased  and  forwarded  some  days  since  and  a copy 
of  the  bills  has  been  forwarded. 

With  great  respect,  ke, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Capt.  and  Com^y  Sub. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Louisville,  ITih  *^ugusi,  1831. 

SiRj  I send  you  enclosed  my  monthly  return  for  July  last. 

Mr.  Douglass,  who  went  in  charge  of  the  wagons,  writes  me,  by  direction 
of  Captain  Clark,  for  many  little  articles  which  will  be  necessary  in  remov- 
ing the  Indians.  I shall  send  them  in  a day  or  two  to  the  mouth  of  White 
river,  as  requested. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

CapL,  and  Com^y  of  Sub, 

General  George  Gibson,  G.  Cr.  A'. 


Louisville,  26th  ..August,  1831. 

Sir:  I send  you  enclosed  a bill  of  articles  shipped  a few  days  since  to 
Captain  Clark,  superintending  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw  Indians. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Capt,  United  States^  tdrmy. 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  3d  October^  1831. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  send  you  enclosed  my  account  current  for  dis- 
bursements made  on  account  of  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  dur- 
ing the  last  quarter.” 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Capt.j  and  Com^y  of  Sub. 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C,  .G,  S. 


Louisville,  2d  November^  1831., 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  my  accounts  corrected,  for  dis- 
bursfments  on  account  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians  for  the 
last  quarter. 
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The  mistake  of  62 i;,  instead  of  liS  62^,  was  made  by  the  clerk  of 
Mr.  Byrne,  in  making  the  duplicate  from  the  form  I had  made  out. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Capt:,  md  Com^y  of  Sub. 

Gen.  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Louisville,  Wih  November^  1831. 

Sir:  By  the  last  mail,  I received  a letter  from  Captain  J.  B.  Clark,  dated 
14th  October,  requesting  me  to  forward  to  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  by  the 
first  instant,  forty  barrels  of  flour  and  thirty  barrels  of  pork  for  Indian  pur- 
poses. As  it  is  impossible  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  Captain  Clark,  I 
shall  not  forward  the  stores  in  question.  I send  you  a copy  of  Captain 
Clark’s  letter.  ' 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Capt.y  and  Com^y  of  Sub. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


[Copy  referred  to.] 

Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  October  14,  1831. 

Sir:  By  yesterday’s  mail,  I was  informed  that  the  Choctaw  Indians  will 
be  brought  to  four  points,  viz.  Memphis,  Post  of  Arkansas,  Blantoa’s 
ferry,  near  point  Chicot,  and  Vicksburg;  but  have  not  been  informed  of  the 
probable  number  that  will  arrive  at  either  place. 

I have  been  directed  by  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  when 
the  point  of  crossing  the  Mississippi  was  ascertained,  to  forward  an  estimate 
to  you  for  subsistence  stores,  being  entirely  at  a loss  to  know  the  number 
of  Indians  to  provide  for  at  either  of  the  above-named  places.  I have 
thought  it  advisable  to  say,  that  if  you  can,  by  the  first  day  of  November, 
1831,  have  deposited  at  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  forty  barrels  of  flour  and 
thirty  barrels  of  pork,  I will  thank  you  to  do  so. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  B.  CLARK, 

Captain  United  States^  Army. 

Capt.  J.  P.  Tavlor, 

Lornsvillej  Kentucky. 


Louisville,  March  5,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  this  day  drawn  on  you  for  six  hundred  dollars,  in  favor  of 
Edward  Shippen,  esquire,  on  account  of  supplies  for  Indians,  as  advised 
yesterday. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR,  ^ 
Captain^  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence^ 
General  George  Gibson^  C,  G.  S, 
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Louisville,  March  7,  1832. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  24th  ultimo,  enclosing  me  an  account  for  services  ren- 
dered by  the  late  William  Douglass,  has  been  received.  The  account  will 
be  paid  so  soon  as  the  funds  are  received.  I received  a requisition  some 
days  since  from  Captain  McClintock  for  pork,  and  am  npw  making  arrange- 
ments for  its  shipments. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Captain^  and  Commissary  of  Subsistmcc^ 

Gen.  Geo,  Gibson,  C.  S, 


Louisville,  March  3,  1832, 

Sib:  I send  you,  enclosed,  my  returns  for  the  last  quarter  on  account  of 
disbursements  for  the  Choctaw  Indians. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Captain^  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G,  S, 


Louisville,  March  3,  1832. 

Sir:  I send  you,  enclosed,  my  returns  for  the  last  quarter  on  account  of 
disbursements  for  the  Cherokee  Indians. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Captain,  and  Commissary  oj  Subsistence, 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G,  S, 


Louisville,  *dprU  5,  1832. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  26th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  late  Mr. 
Douglass,  was  received  last  night.  My  accounts  for  Indian  expenditures 
were  forwarded  you  on  the  3d  instant.  I will  make  out  the  accounts  again, 
embracing  all  the  items,  and  forward  them  in  a few  days;  and  you  can  re- 
turn me  the  account  mentioned  above  as  having  been  sent  you. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Captain,  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
General  George  Gibson,  C,  G,  S,  . 


Louisville,  Spril  IS,  1832. 

Sir:  I send  you,  herewith,  my  accounts,  &c.,  for  expenditures  on  ac- 
count of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Choctaw  Indians. 
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The  whole  of  the  claim  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Douglass  is  included  in 
the  account. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

Capt.  U,  S»  Army. 

General  Gj:orge  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Watervliet  Arsenal,  ^dugust  8,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  June  was  duly  received,  and,  subsequently, 
the  money  therein  referred  to,  which  I have  credited  in  my  public  accounts 
with  the  Ordnance  Department. 

In  strictness,  no  money  can  be  said  to  have  been  paid  out  by  me  in  such 
a shape  as  to  enable  me  to  render  a proper  voucher.  I had  supposed  that  it 
was  only  necessary  to  make  a transfer  of  the  amount  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury;  but,  as  you  probably  require  something  to  be  placed  on  file  in 
your  office,  I have  shaped  a paper  to  suit  the  case,  as  near  as  possible,  and 
hope  it  will  meet  your  views. 

Very  respectfully,  I am,  sir, 

You?*  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  TALCOTT, 

LieuL  CoL  Ordnance. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G. 

(0®The  blanks  are  filled,  and  returned  herewith. 


Philadelphia,  November  15,  1832. 

Sir:  I hand  you,  enclosed,  a letter  from  Mr.  W.  Duval,  dated  Fort 
Smith,  Arkansas,  October  12th,  to  Mrs.  Eliza  Jones,  containing  an  order 
on  the  War  Department,  signed  by  George  Vashon,  agent  of  Cherokees 
west,  dated  Agent  Office,  May  19th,  1832,  on  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  favor 
of  Archibald  Nilmer,  for  ninety-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  accompanied 
by  the  voucher.  Mr.  Duval  has  omitted  to  endorse  this  draft,  which  is  re- 
mitted by  him  to  Mrs.  Jones  to  pay  the  board  of  his  daughter  living  with 
her.  The  letter  is  forwarded,  and  may  be  retained  by  the  department, 
hoping  to  supply,  in  that  way,  the  want  of  Mr.  Duval’s  endorsement,  as  the  j 
letter  shows  clearly  that  the  property  of  the  draft  is  his,  and  for  what  pur^  j 
pose  it  was  remitted.  Please  enclose  me  a check  therefDr  on  the  bank  here,  j 
to  the  order  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Jones:  , 

And  oblige  yours,  very  respectfully, 

HENRY  TOLAND. 

Wm.  B.  Lewis,  Esquire, 

Second  *duditor^  ^c.  ^ 


Philadelphia,  December  20,  1832, 

Sir:  The  probability  of  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware  river  being 
shortly  impeded  by  ice,  induces  me  to  inform  you  that  1 now  have  near 
four  hundred  rifles  of  my  contract  with  the  Indian  Bureau  of  your  depart- 
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hient  ready  for  inspection:  the  balance  it  willj  perhajis,  require  two  or 
three  months  to  complete.  The  whole  number  would  have  been  completed 
long  ere  this  but  for  the  circumstance  of  the  cholera  dispersing  our  hands. 
Will  you  permit  me  to  add^  that,  as  all  the  locks  and  other  component  parts 
are  now  complete  for  this  present  Contract,  and  in  order  to  retain  my  best 
Workmen,  I am  moderately  getting  out  material  under  the  hope  of  continu- 
ing to  receive  a portion  of  the  remaining  order,  which  I have  endeavored 
to  merit. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  TRYON. 

Honorable  Lewis  Cass,  Se'crMarg  of  fFar, 


Philadelphia,  January  24,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  now  the  balance  (thirty)  of  my  Contract  for  rifles  complete. 
The  ship  Ohib,  on  board  of  which  the  other  parcel  was  shipped,  is  still  in 
port,  and  probably  may  remain  so  Until  the  balance  could  be  -inspected: 
thinidng  that  you  might  probably  prefer  their  going  in  a body  has  induced 
me  to  addre'ss  you  on  the  subject.  Trusting  for  a continuance  of  a portion 
of  the  remaining  orders,  I am  progressing  slowly  with  them,  hnd  shall  en- 
deavor to  merit  the  confidence  of  the  department 

If  it  comes  under  ndtice  of  your  department^  I will  be  pleased  to  have  as 
early  a remittance  M the  amount  of  my  former  account  as  you  can  make 
With  convenience. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEOllGE  W.  TRYON. 

Genera!  Geoiioe  Gibson,  C,  G, 


Philadelphia,  February  15,  i833* 

Sir:  I enclose  invoice  and  vouchers  for  thirty  rifles,  being  the  balance  of 
contract  made  through  Major  Armstrong. 

As  my  last  order  is  now  complete,  and  believing  that  you  have  the  power 
of  rendering  me  an,  essential  service,  without  deviating  from  the  strictest 
point  of  duty  of  office,  I therefore  address  you  on  the  subject  of  a continu- 
ance of  the  patronage  of  your  department,  assuring  you)_  that  what  a tho- 
rough practical  knowledge  and  attention  to  business  can  effect  shall  be  done. 

I am  aware  that  applicatipn  is  now  making  (and  perhaps  at  a less  price,)  by 
a gentleman  from  the  neighborhddc!  of  Nazareth,  in  this  State,  who  would 
be’ connected,  in  their  manufacture,  with  Mr.  Joseph  Henry  of  the  same 
place.  Mr.  Henry,  I presume,  does  not  apply  in  his  own  name,  as  he  is  • 
well  known  in  all  the  departments  for  his  continuance^  though  for  many 
years  unsuccessful,  application  for  employment.  I will  merely  state  that 
he  is  one  of  the  most  embittered  opponents  of  the  present  administration. 

I am  also  aware  that  Mr.  Henry  Deringer  is  using  his  endeavors  to  pro- 
cure the  tvhole  of  the  next  orders;  which,  heretofore,  have  been  divided 
between  us.  I regret  that  he  pursues  that  coufse:  /do  not  ask  for  it;  for  I 
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am  aware  that  a considerable  loss  and  disadvantage  would  result  to  either  of 
us  in  being  suddenly  deprived  of  it,  by  having  a large  stock  on  hand,  which 
it  is  necessary  to  keep,  as  frequently  the  rifles  are  wanted  at  a very  short 
notice. 

I trust,  sir,  you  will  ekcuse  the  familiarity  with  which  I have  addressed 
ydii;  and  believe  me. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W. TRYON. 

General  Geokgi:  Gibson^  C.  G,  S, 


Philadelphia,  March  30,  1833. 

Sir:  Since  I had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  you,  on  the  15th  instant,  on 
the  subject  of  the  manufacture  of  rifles  for  your  department,  I understand 
that  five  hundred  has  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Deringer.  I unfortunately 
was  from  home  at  the  hour  Major  Armstrong  called  at  my  house;  I,  how- 
ever, had  not  more  than  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  entirely  finished; 
not  being  aware  that  they  would  be  required  at  so  short  a notice.  I have 
upwards  of  five  hundred  in  a state  of  forwardness,  and  will  now  proceed  in 
their  completion.  1 trust,  sir,  as  t have  used  every  exertion  to  give  satisfac- 
tion, you  will  bear  me  in  reicollectiori  when  more  shall  be  required;  which 
shall  be  gratefully  remembered  by. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  TRYON; 

Gen.  G.  Gibson,  C.  G. 


IPhiladelphia,  December  7,  1833. 

Sir:  Excuse  me  if  I prove  troublesome,  but  the  extreme  pressure  in  the 
money  market  compells  me  to  husband  all  out-  resources. 

Aware  of  the  multiplicity  of  business  which  must  necessarily  draw  your 
attention,  especially  at  this  season  of  the  year,  1 beg  to  recall  to  your  recol- 
lection my  several  applications  for  furnishing  rifles  for  your  department,  and 
which  you  kindly  ihformed  hie,  in  your  favor  of  the  9th  April,  should  meet 
your  consideration  when  more  should  be  wanted.  I have  now  several  hun- 
dred on  hand,  made  conformably  to  those  made  under  contract  by  me  for 
your  department. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  TRYON. 

General  George  GibSoN,  C.  G.S, 


Western  Cherokee  Nation,  Agent’s  Office, 

Ma^  16,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  late  Cherokee  emigrants 
under  superintendence  of  Major  Currey,  who  has  filed  in  this  office  a report 
purporting  to  be  a copy  of  the  report  made  by  him  to  the  department,  ex- 
hibiting the  balance  due  on  the  valuation  of  their  improvements  payable 
here,  viz,  $28,643  94,  exclusive  of  them  reported  of  doUbtful  title. 
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Major  Currey  turned  over  to  me  for  the  use  of  those  emigrants,  in  part 
t)f  the  year’s  supply  of  provisions  clue  them  per  treaty  stipulation,  twenty- 
four  barrels  pickled  pork,  twenty-four  barrels  of  flour,  and  forty  bushels 
meal,  which  will  be  issued  as  they  may  require.  The  requisition  of  the 
superintendent  also  requires  that  I should  ration  them  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year,  or,  where  they  prefer  it,  to  commute  the  same  by  drafts  on  the 
department  in  lieu  thereof.  A competent  issuing  commissary  has  been 
employed  at  a dollar  and  a quarter  per  day.  Major  Currey  also  states,  in 
his  communication,  that  negroes,  the  slaves  of  the  emigrants,  and  whites  who 
accompanied  them,  and  are  not  intermarried  with  Cherokees,  cannot  be  ra' 
tioned,  from  and  after  their  arrival  here,  at  the  cost  of  the  Government. 
The  emigrant  slave-holders  have  therefore  requested  me  to  apply  to  the  de- 
partment for  the  year’s  supply  of  provisions  for  their  slaves,  which  they 
think  themselves  entitled  to  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  treat}?^  of  6th 
May,  1S2S;  and  finding  it  somewhat  difficult  to  assign  a sufficient  and  satis- 
factory reason  for  withholding  the  year’s  supply  of  provisions  from  those 
who  were  considered  by  the  superintendent  of  emigration  as  being  entitled 
to  transportation  and  provisions  by  the  way,  1 have  to  solicit  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  department  upon  the  subject;  and,  if  permitted,  would  recom- 
mend the  application  to  the  most  favorable  consideration  of  the  department. 
There  are  also  some  white  children,  (whose  parent  subsequently  intermar- 
ried, and  has  Indian  children,  and  has  emigrated  with  all  the  children  both 
white  and  red,)  who  are  excluded,  by  the  superintendent’s  requisition,  from 
the  benefit  of  the  year’s  supply  of  provisions.  Their  unfortunate  situation 
appears  to  have  a fair,  though  humble,  claim  on  the  munificence  of  the  Go- 
vernment; and  I think  a liberal  construction  of  the  treaty  would  give  them 
ia  just  claim  with  the  rest  of  the  family  to  the  year’s  subsistence  after  their 
arrival  here.  The  case  is  therefore  presented,  and  the  favorable  consideration 
t)f  the  department  most  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited. 

The  emigrants  generally  prefer  taking  drafts  in  lieu  of  provisions;  and, 
therefore,  no  contract  for  furnishing  them  with  provisions  has  yet  been  made. 
The  partial  supply  received  of  Major  Currey  will  probably  meet  their  de- 
mands; but,  if  it  should  appear  that  a further  supply  may  be  required  by  the 
emigrants,  it  shall  be  timely  provided  at  about  nine  cents  per  ration. 

It  maylherefore  be  expected  that  the  amount  for  capitation  allowance,  and 
for  the  year’s  supply  of  provisions  to  the  late  emigrants,  will  be  speedily 
settled  by  drafts  on  the  department,  estimating  each  person’s  year’s  rations 
at  thirty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  which  may  be  considered  a fair  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  to  the  Government  if  furnished  by  contract,  and  more  satis- 
factory to  the  emigrants. 

The  balance  due  on  the  valuation  of  improvements  was  promised  by  Ma- 
jor Cufrey  to  be  paid  them  by  me  on  their  arrival  here;  and,  finding  that 
funds  were  not  here  for  that  purpose,  great  disappointment  has  been  ex- 
pressed. An  early  payment,  therefore,  might  have  a favorable  influence  on 
subsequent  emigration. 

With  a hope  mat  the  course  pursued,  in  the  absence  of  specific  instructions, 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  department, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  VASHON,  ^^ent  C,  W. 

Hon,  Lfewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War, 

Washington  City, 
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Fort  Towsoi^,  AuguH  l4,  1^32. 

SiR2  Understanding  that  Lieutenant  Bainbridge,  3d  infantry,  has  declined 
accepting  the  appointment  of  assistant  in  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  ih^ 
femigrating  Choctaws,  and  that  Liedtena'ht  Montgomery,  3d  infantry,  has 
proceeded  to  New  York  to  feport  to  the  superintendent  of  the  recruiting 
service,  (for  which  Service  he  has  been  detailed,)  I venture,  although  per- 
soridly  unkno#n  to  you,  respectfully  to  Solicit  from  you  the  situation  thus 
vacated  by  Lieutenant  Bainbridge’s  non-acceptance,  or  a similar  one  that 
may  be  vacant. 

The  company  to  which  I belong  has  three  officers  for  duty,  viz,.  Captain 
Clark,  Lieutenant  Eustis,  and  tnyself.  The  other  companies  at  the  post 
have  each  two  officers.  As  the  men  of  the  command  are  nearly  all  at  ^l?^ork 
on  the  buildings,  and  we  have  no  drilling,  I can  say  for  myself,  at  least, 
that  I find  very  little  to  do  here.  I mention  these  circumstances  to  show 
that  my  services  could  readily  he  spared  at  this  post. 

By  mingling  somewhat  among  the  Choctaws  in  this  neighborhood,  I have 
acquired  considerable  knowledge  of  their  language  and  character;  and  our 
near  vicinity  to  Lieutenant  Stephenson  has  made  me  familiar  with  the  man- 
ner of  issuing,  &c.  Some  experience  in  the  Quartermaster’s  Department 
and  Commissary  Department  has  familiarized  me  considerably  with  the 
manner  of  disbursing,  &c. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  to  insure  despatch,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  say  that,  should  I receive  an  ap^pointment  for  this  service,  my  acceptance' 
of  it  may  be  considered  certain. 

Very  respectfully,  sir; 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VAN  HORNE, 

Second  Lieutenant  Injantty, 

Oeneral  Geo.  Gissort,  0.  G.  S, 


Western  Cherokee  Nation;  Agent’s  Oi^pice,' 

September  9,  1S32. 

SiRj  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  of 
6th  July,  and  to  report  herewith,  per  forms  furnished  by  Lieutenant  W. 
Seavvell,  a return  and  abstract  of  the  provisions  received  of  Major  Currey, 
superintendent  Cherokee  emigration,  and  issued  to  his  emigrating  party; 
together  with  Lieutenant  Seawell’s  receipt  for  the  balance  of  the  provisions 
tulmed  over  to  him;  and,  also,  an  abstract  of  the  drafts  drawn  in  commuting 
the  said  emigrants’  claims  for  the  year’s  supply  of  provisions,  upon  the  re- 
quisition of  Major  Currey,  where  the  emigrants  preferred  getting  drafts 
instead  of  provisions.  This  abstract  is  formed  with  a view  to  present  a 
register  of  the  emigrants  embraced  in  the  superintendent’s  requisition,  the 
provisions  issued  to  them,  and  the  settlement  by  draft. 

My  account  current  will,  on  the  30th  instant,  exhibit  the  settlements 
made  since  the  30th  June,  which^  I hope,  will  enable  the  auditing  officer 
to  close  my  account  without  difficulty.  No  provisions  having  been  pdr- 
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.chased  by  me,  it  is  hoped  that  this  report  embraces  all  that  your  instructions 
require. 

I am,  sir,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  VASHON, 

Ji^ent  Cherokees  West. 

To  General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S,,  Washington  City. 


Foj^t  Towson,  October  11,  1832. 

Sir:  I received  yours  of  10th  September  this  day,  conferring  upon  me  the 
^appointment  of  disbursing  officer  in  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw  Indians. 
The  appointment  is  cheerfully  accepted.  I proceed  immediately  to  Vicks- 
burg in  compliance  with  ycur  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VAN  HORNE, 

2d  Lieut.  2d  Infantry^  Disb’g  officer  Choctaw  removal. 
Gen.  Geo.  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Western  Cherokee  Nation,  Agent^s  Office, 

December  12,  1S32. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  of 
22d  and  23d  October,  and  to  report  that,  a few  days  previous  to  the  receipt 
of  said  letters,  I had  furnished,  upon  Lieutenant  SeawelFs  application,  an 
additional  abstract  of  all  the  drafts  drawn  by  me  upon  the  Department  of 
War  on  account  of  the  year’s  subsistence  to  the  late  Cherokee  emigrants, 
(reported  by  Major  Currey,)  showing  when,  and  in  whose  favor  each  draft 
was  drawn,  and  the  number  of  persons,  including  slaves’  subsistence,  com- 
muted in  each;  and,  also,  to  whom  provisions  had  been  issued  by  me. 

I have  since  seen  Lieutenant  Seawell,  and  he  informed  me  that  said  ab- 
stract embraces  all  the  information  on  the  subject  necessary  to  enable  him 
to  perform,  in  a satisfactory  manner,  every  requisite  duty;  and  it  exhibits 
all  the  information  upon  the  subject  in  my  possession. 

Most  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  VASHON,  ^gent. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City. 


Fort  TowsoJj,  December  18,  1832. 

Sir:  I arrived  near  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Stephenson’s  place  of  issue,  near 
this  place,  to-day,  with  the  party  of  Choctaw  Indians,  (Six  Towns,)  placed 
under  my  charge  by  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  special  agent,  on  the  northern 
bank  of  the  Arkansas  river,  opposite  Little  Rock,  28th  November,  1832. 
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I immediately  mustered  the  party,  and  caused  them  to  be  enrolled  by 
Lieutenant  Stephenson  in  my  presence.  In  as  much  as  no  muster-roll  was 
given  to  me  when  I took  charge  of  the  party,  and  have  been  unable  to  pro- 
cure or  see  any  up  to  the  present  moment,  I am  compelled  to  postpone 
until  my  arrival  at  Nashville,  (where  I am  ordered  to  settle  my  accounts,) 
an  explanation  of  the  changes  which  have  occurred  since  the  last  muster. 

I started  from  the  Arkansas  river  with  six  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
Indians  in  my  party.  Th6  number  mustered  and  enrolled  on  my  arrival 
here,  is  six  hundred  and  forty-eight.  The  alterations  will  appear  in  the  mus- 
ter-roll. 

There  was  very  little  sickness  in  the  party,  and  they  improved  in  health 
each  day  after  leaving  Little  Rock. 

The  trip  was  performed  with  ease,  and  with  comfort  and  satisfaction  on 
the  part  of  the  Indians. 

In  your  letter  to  me,  dated  10th  September,  1832,  you  say  to  me,  ‘^in* 
structions  will  be  forwarded  to  your  address,  care  of  William  Armstrong, 
esq.,  superintendent  of  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws,  at  the  ^Choctaw  Agency, 
Mississippi.’^  I received  orders  from  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  at  Vicks- 
burg, and  proceeded  with  a party  from  thence  to  Little  Rock.  In  consequence 
of  this,  perhaps,  I have  not  yet  received  these  instructions,  although  I wrote 
to  the  postmaster  at  Choctaw  Agency,  desiring  him  to  forward  to  me  any 
communications  in  his  office  addressed  to  me.  I should  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive these  instructions,  and  the  blanks  necessary  to  enable  me  to  make  out 
my  accounts  at  Nashville. 

On  my  arrival  at  Vicksburg,  25th  October,  Mr.  Wm.  Armstrong  was  not 
there.  I took  from  the  post  office  a letter  from  him,  directed  to  me,  stating 
that  he  had  gone  to  Memphis;  that  Lieutenants  Montgomery  and  Simonton 
were  disbursing  officers  for  the  two  detachments  of  Indians  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, and  that  it  would  therefore  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  leave  Vicks- 
burg before  the  end  of  the  month,  when  he  would  be  there.  I remained, 
therefore,  until  the  end  of  the  month,  when  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong  ar- 
rived, and  informed  me  that  his  brother  would  not  be  at  Vicksburg.  The 
Major  at  the  same  time  directed  me  to  proceed  with  a party  of  horses 
fBom  Vicksburg,  so  as  to  join  the  main  body  on  the  road  from  Rock  Row  to 
Fort  Towson.  I accordingly  did  so.  1 have  deemed  it  proper  to  inform 
you  of  these  circumstances. 

Very  respectfully, 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VAN  tIORNE, 

Lieut  U.  S.  Jl.,  Disbursing  Agent  Choctaw  removals 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City, 


Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  January  9,  1833. 

• 

Sir:  I received  yours  of  the  3d,  selecting  me  to  take  charge  of  the  Se- 
necas, ‘‘in  pursuance,”  as  you  say,  “ of  instructions  received  from  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Subsistence,  authorizing  the  transfer  of  one  of  the  dis- 
bursing agents  appointed  for  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws  to  take  charge  of 
the  Senecas;”  and  directing  me  to  call  upon  you  for  instructions.  As  I was 
at  the  time  of  receiving  this  note,  proceeding  on  my  way  to  Nashville,  Ten- 
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nessee,  where  I had  been  ordered  by  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  special 
agent  for  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws,  to  settle  my  accounts  for  disburse- 
ments west  of  the  Mississippi.  As,  in  my  opinion,  the  regulations  of  the 
department  for  the  removal  of  Indians  require  m}^  quarterly  abstracts  to  be 
sanctioned  and  certified  by  the  special  agent  west  of  the  Mississippi,  (Major 
F.  W.  Armstrong,)  by  whose  authority  and  under  whose  requisitions  my 
disbursements  were  made.  As  I had  several  matters  of  interest  connected 
with  my  disbursements,  the  consideration  of  which  I could  properly  refer 
only  to  him,  and  finally  as  I have  been  placed  by  the  Commissary  General 
under  the  control  of  the  special  agent,  (Armstrong,)  and  have  reported  to 
him  by  direction  of  the  Commissary  General,  to  aid  in  the  removal  of  Choc- 
taws, 1 submit  to  you,  sir,  whether  under  these  circumstances,  1 can  pro- 
perly be  transferred  to  take  charge  of  the  Seneca  Indians  at  the  southwest 
eorner  of  Missouri:  and,  secondly,  whether  the  public  interest,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  do  not  require  me  first  to  proceed  to  Nashville  in  obe- 
dience to  Major  A. ’s  order,  to  settle  my  accounts,  and  have  them  sanctioned 
and  cei‘tified  by  the  proper  officer.  On  receiving  yours  of  the  3d,  I wrote 
to  Major  Armstrong,  stating  these  circumstances,  and  as  your  orders  con- 
flicted with  his,  I desired  him  to  give  me  his  views  on  the  subject,  that  I 
might  not  give  cause  of  dissatisfaction  to  either,  but  act  in  that  way  best  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  views  of  the  department.  He  writes  me  that  he  has 
stated  his  views  to  you.  I cheerfully  submit  myself,  therefore,  to  what- 
ever course  his  judgment  and  views  of  the  matter,  and  your  own  may  pre- 
scribe for  me. 

With  great  respect. 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VAN  HORNE, 

2d  Lieut.  Infantry^  Disb^g  dlgent  Ch.  removal. 
Capt.  Jacob  Brown, 

6//i  Infantry,  Principal  DisPg  Officer,  Indian  removal. 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  Feb.  6,  1833. 

Sir:  I enclose  herewith  my  abstracts  for  disbursements  during  November, 
1832,  and  my  journal  of  detachments  conducted  under  my  charge  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Red  river.  I found  it  impracticable  to  make  them  out  and 
forward  them  before  the  whole  trip  was  completed.  This  done,  I was  or- 
dered to  this  place  to  make  out  my  accounts.  Passing  through  Little  Rock 
on  my  way  here,  I received  a note  from  Captain  Brown,  principal  disburs- 
ing agent,  directing  me  to  call  upon  him  for  instructions  to  proceed  to 
southwest  corner  of  Missouri,  and  take  charge  of  the  Senecas.  Capt.  B, 
had  (on  a previous  occasion)  directed  me  to  lake  charge  of  a party  of  strag- 
gling Indians  at  Little  Rock,  and  issue  to  them;  and  had  suggested  to  me  to 
relieve  Captain  Cross,  in  charge  of  the  detachment  of  Indians  taken  on  by 
the  latter.  I did  not  conceive  myself  authorized  to  do  either,  without  the 
approbation  of  Major  Armstrong,  under,  whose  orders  I was  acting;  and 
chose  rather  to  act  agreeably  to  a subsequent  suggestion  of  Captain  Brown, 
to  report  myself  immediately  to  Major  Armstrong,  where  my  services  were 
wanted  east  of  Little  Rock. 

Major  A.  there  told  me,  in  positive  terms,  that  had  I been  governed  by 
the  directions  or  suggestions  of  Capt.  B.,  in  either  case,  I would  have  de- 
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feated  his  plans,  and  greatly  displeased  him,  &c.  On  this  account,  there- 
fore, when  in  the  case  before  us,  the  written  orders  of  these  gentlemen  to 
me,  were  in  direct  conflict,  I thought  it  best  to  refer  the  matter  to  Major 
Armstrong,  who  happened'  to  be  in  the  neighborhood,  in  order  that  he 
might  either  recall  the  order  he  had  given  me,  or  that  I might  not  diso- 
bey it,  at  least  without  first  acquainting  him  with  my  situation,  and  hav- 
ing his  directions  on  the  subject  As  he  did  not  release  me  from  the  order 
he  had  given  me,  nor  give  me  his  views  on  the  subject,  but  gave  them  to 
Capt  Brown;  I therefore  submitted  myself  cheerfully  to  whatever  dispo- 
sition Capt.  Brown  might  make  of  me,  agreeably  to  the  letter,  a copy  of  which 
I enclose. 

In  this  matter  I have  honestly  aimed  to  forward  the  views  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  to  govern  myself  by  the  regulations  and  orders  given  me.  I 
cannot  but  believe  that  my  conduct  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

With  the  exception  of  one  or  two  cases,  (which  I wished  to  refer  to 
Major  Armstrong,)  my  quarterly  as  well  as  my  monthly  abstracts  are,  and 
have  been  for  some  time,  ready  to  forward  to  you,  except  that  they  yei 
want  to  be  certified  by  Major  F.  W.  Armstrong,  subsistence  agent. 

With  great  respect,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VAN  HORNE,  2d  Lieut,  3d  Infantry ^ 
Disbursing  Jigent  for  removal  of  Indians, 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  jS.,  Washington  City. 

The  instructions  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  10th  September  have  not  yet 
been  obtained  by  me. 


Washington  City,  March  9,  1833. 

Sir:  I enclose  my  abstracts  of  disbursements,  returns,  and  quarterly  ac- 
count current,  with  the  vouchers,  all  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1832.  I en- 
close also  a muster-roll  of  the  detachment  of  Indians  conducted  by  me  to 
Red  river.  I have  delayed  transmitting  these  to  this  time,  with  the  hope 
of  getting  them  certified  by  the  special  agent.  Major  Armstrong.  But  I 
have  been  unable  to  see  him  since  1 was  directed  by  him  to  proceed  with  the 
party  of  Indians  from  Little  Rock  to  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Towson. 
No  muster-roll  of  my  party  was  delivered  to  me  when  I took  charge  of  it, 
and  I have  been  unable  to  obtain  one. 

You  must  have  observed  that  the  party  conducted  by  Lieut.  Montgomery 
proceeded  more  rapidly  than  the  others.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  that 
this  party  was  drawn  by  horse-teams.  The  teams  of  Lieut.  Simonton’s  and 
my  own  party  were  of  oxen,  and  owing  to  to  the  comparatively  good  state 
of  the  roads  at  the  time,  the  horse-teams  were  able  to  go  much  faster  than 
the  others. 

Most  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VAN  HORNE,  2d  Lieut.  3d  Infantry, 

Disbursing  %dgent  Ch.  removal. 

Gen.  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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Little  Rock,  A.  T.,  May  22,  1833. 

Sir:  Owing  to  unavoidable  detention  on  my  way  here,  I did  not  arrive 
until  the  evening  of  the  20th.  I came  by  way  of  Nashville  to  get  my 
horse,  which  I left  there  on  my  way  to  the  east  I shall  leave  to  day  (as 
soon  as  I get  my  instructions  from  Captain  Brown,)  for  the  Senecas. 

I enclose  my  account  current  for  first  quarter  1833,  with  the  vouchers. 
As  the  disbursements  were  made  upon  the  requisitions  of  Major  F.  W. 
Armstrong,  Captain  Brown  thinks  that  he  ought  not  to  certify  my  abstract, 
but  the  former  gentleman.  It  is  out  of  my  power  to  have  it  certified  by 
Major  Armstrong,  who  is  at  the  east;  I have  therefore  certified  it  myself. 
I send  copies  of  the  requisitions  authorizing  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  charges  in 
voucher  No.  1.  The  originals  were  forwarded  to  your  office  with  my  re- 
turn for  the  preceding  quarter.  If  any  commutation  has  been  fixed  upon 
for  actual  subsistence,  as  I have  not  been  officially  informed  of  it,  I have 
charged  only  such  sums  as  I have  bills  to  cover.  In  cases  where  I could 
not  conveniently  obtain  bills,  or  where  the  sums  were  trifling,  I did  not 
charge. 

Very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VAN  HORNE,  2d  Lieut.  3d  Inf., 

Disbursing  *d.gent  Indian  removal. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Seneca  Agency,  Clark’s  Prairie,  west  op  Mo., 

June  30,  1833. 

Sir:  I enclose  my  account  current  for  the  second  quarter,  1833,  with  the 
vouchers.  In  consequence  of  the  unprecedented  high  state  of  the  waters  of 
the  Arkansas  river,  and  its  tributaries,  I had  great  difficulties  to  encounter, 
and  was  unable  to  reach  here  before  the  17th  inst.  I was  directed  by 
Captain  Brown  to  go  to  the  Choctaw  agency,  (a  day’s  journey  out  of  ray 
way,)  and  by  Forts  Smith  and  Gibson.  I u^as  obliged  to  swim  a great  many 
streams,  and  on  my  arrival  at  Fort  Gibson  (1st  inst.)  found  Lieut.  Ross  there, 
detained  by  high  water  from  going  to  the  agency.  At  Fort  Gibson  I was 
told  by  those  best  acquainted  with  the  country,  that  it  would  be  entirely 
impossible  for  me  to  get  to  the  Seneca  lands  until  the  subsiding  of  the 
waters.  They  continued  to  rise,  however,  for  several  days,  and  we  were 
not  able  to  leave  before  the  12th  inst.;  even  then,  the  Grand  river  was  still 
over  its  banks  at  Fort  Gibson.  But  by  heading  the  streams  we  reached 
Douglass’s,  (the  contractor’s,)  thirty-five  miles.  Douglass  said  that  the 
high  waters  had  thus  far  prevented  him  from  making  any  preparation  to 
make  the  issues  on  the  14th  June,  as  agreed  upon  between  him  and  Lieut, 
Ross.  I endeavored  to  hurry  Mr.  Douglass.  He  still  had  difficulties  to 
encounter  in  the  way  of  high  water  and  flies:  but  this  is  his  great  failing, 
he  has  (I  am  toIdVbeen  always  too  late  in  making  his  issues.  Understand- 
ing that  Mr.  Kennerly,  and  almost  every  other  person  in  this  country,  was 
nearly  starved  out,  and  being  informed  that  corn  could  not  be  procured  in 
this  neighborhood  to  supply  a deficiency,  we  remained  in  Mr.  Douglass’s 
vicinity  about  two  days,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  get  the  supplies  started. 
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It  was  not  until  the  15tli  that  the  oxen  and  corn  (having  orossed  the  river 
the  preceding  day)  proceeded.  As  the  streams  were  now  passable  by 
heading  some  of  them,  and  as  Mr.  Douglass  told  me  that  he  would  start 
with  the  cattle  next  day,  Mr.  Ross  and  myself  also  started  on  the  15th,  and 
reached  here  the  I7th.  I relieved  Lieut.  Ross  the  same  day,  and  paid  him 
as  directed  by  you.  I now  ascertained  that  no  corn  could  be  had  at  any 
price  within  one  hundred  miles;  and,  although  Mr.  Douglass  had  forfeited 
his  contract,  I came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  require  me  to  be  absent 
from  here  ten  days  or  more,  and  that  it  would  take  1 know  not  how  long  to 
get  the  corn  here,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  Indians  would  suffer  more 
than  if  they  were  merely  to  await  Douglass’s  supplies,  which  he  told  me 
would  be  here  on  the  17th  or  18th.  Douglass’s  corn  did  not  reach  the 
Senecas  and  Shawnees  until  the  22d,  when  I immediately  issued  to  them, 
and  next  day  to  the  Senecas  at  this  place.  The  teamsters  said  that  they 
were  compelled,  on  account  of  the  flies,  to  travel|altogether  by^night,  and  to 
head  all  the  large  streams.  Thus  the  supplies  of  corn  and  salt  which  were 
due  on  the  19th,  to  supply  them  from  that  time  until  the  4th  July,  were 
not  furnished  until  the  22d  and  23d  June.  No  complaint  was  made  to  me 
by  the  Indians,  yet  for  the  want  of  corn  they  must  have  suffered  consi-^ 
derably,  as  they  receive  the  beef  part  of  their  ration  in  stock,  and  do  not 
wish  to  kill  it.  Mr.  Kennerly  says  that  the  issues  have  never  been  made 
until  some  time  after  the  supplies  were  due. 

1 wrote  to  Capt.  Brown,  informing  him  of  the  contractor’s  failure  to  de- 
liver the  provisions  to  the  Indians  here  at  the  stipulated  time,  and  of  the  im- 
possibility of  my  purchasing  corn  and  getting  it  here  to  supply  the  deficien- 
cy. This  delivery  was  to  have  been  made  by  an  arrangement  of  Lieutenant 
Ross  with  the  contractor,  and  as  I did  not  relieve  Lieut.  Ross  until  the  even- 
ing of  the  17th,  when  the  corn  was  constantly  expected,  I thought  it  best 
not  to  interfere  with  his  arrangements,  but  await  the  arrival  of  the  contrac- 
tor’s corn.  Mr.  Douglass  had  some  corn  cribbed  here,  which  the  Indians 
made  use  of,  while  thus  unsupplied.  For  this  he  charged  nothing. 

, I directed  Mr.  Douglass  to  haul  up  another  supply  immediately,  and  cribb 
it  at  the  Shawnee  village,  and  always  to  keep  a supply  on  hand  there,  so 
that  such  a failure  may  not  occur  again.  This  he  pledges  himself  to  do. 
Meantime,  should  such  a deficiency  happen  again,  I will  scour  the  country, 
(now  that  I have  leisure,)  and  endeavor,  if  possible,  to  have  an  arrangement 
with  some  person  to  supply  it.  For  this  purpose,  I should  be  supplied  with 
sufficient  funds  to  purchase  corn  at  any  price,  from  some  one  whom  I can  get 
to  furnish  it  in  such  emergencies. 

When  ! arrived  here  complaint  was  made  to  me  by  the  Indians,  that  the 
half  bushel  measure  used  by- Mr.  Douglass,  the  contractor,  was  too  small.  I 
sent  for  it,  I thought  it  looked  very  small,  and  found  it  to  contain  scant  six- 
teen liquid  quarts.  This,  they  told  me,  was  the  measure  by  which  they  had 
always  issued  during  the  last  six  months.  Mr.  Douglass  was  not  present 
when  the  corn  arrived,  and  as  there  was  no  other  measure  at  hand,  I direct- 
ed his  assistant  to  issue  with  his  measure,  with  the  understanding  that  when 
Mr.  Douglass  should  arrive,  eight  additional  liquid  quarts  should  be  issued 
for  each  bushel.  On  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Douglass,  he  promptly  and  unhesi- 
tatingly agreed  to  discard  the  use  of  his  half  bushel  measure,  and  to  issue,  as 
I required,  eight  additional  quarts  to  every  bushel  for  the  twenty-one  days 
for  which  I issued,  from  14th  June  to  4th  July.  This  was  immediately  done 
for  the  Senecas,  so  as  to  complete  their  full  rations  to  include  4th  July,  when 
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their  year’s  supply  terminates.  But,  as  the  contractor  had  not  corn  enough 
here,  there  is  yet  due  to  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees  twenty-seven  bushels  to 
complete  their  supples  to  include  4th  July.  The  difference  between  the 
supply  of  corn  for  the  twenty-one  days  for  which  I issued,  as  measured  by 
Mr.  Douglass’s  measure,  and  the  measure  of  thirty-two  quarts  dry  measure, 
which  1 gave  them,  is  fifty-seven  bushels.  Thus  these  Indians  have  lost 
about  five  hundred  bushels  of  corn,  and  a corresponding  quantity  of  salt,  dur- 
ing the  last  six  months;  and  the  contractor  is  paid  by  Government  for  that 
quantity  more  than  he  has  furnished.  Mr.  Douglass  says,  however,  that  at 
the  commencement  his  measure  was  tried  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Kennerly, 
sub-agent,  superintending  the  issues,  and  afterwards  by  Lieut.  Ross,  and  that 
they  both  expressed  themselves  satisfied  with  it 

Mr.  Douglass  has  taken  the  contract  for  furnishing  the  Senecas  and  Shaw- 
nees for  the  remaining  six  months. 

Mr.  Kennerly  is  still  here,  but  he  received  a letter  from  Gen.  Clark,  su- 
perintendent of  Indian  affairs,  in  May,  dated  20th  March,  informing  him  of 
the  discontinuance  of  the  sub-agency,  and  directing  him  to  turn  over  the 
public  property  in  his  possession  to  the  officer  superintending  the  issues  of 
provisions  to  the  Indians  here.  Mr.  Kennerly  is  only  waiting  the  arrival 
of  a wagon  to  take  him  and  family  to  St.  Louis. 

Please  send  your  communications  addressed  to  me,  viz.,  Fort  Gibson, 
(about  ninety-five  miles  from  here,)  as  I have  better  facilities  forgetting  them 
from  there,  than  by  any  other  route.  This  agency  is  situated  three-fourths 
of  a mile  from  the  Missouri  line,  in  Clark’s  prairie,  on  Buffalo  creek,  a 
branch  of  the  Cowskin,  which  latter  river,  (a  tributary  of  Grand  river,)  is 
two  miles  distant.  It  is^  nine  miles  from  here  to  southwest  corner  of  Mis- 
souri. 

There  are  a few  families  (principally  horse  thieves)  sixteen  miles  distant, 
in  Arkansas.  Fayetteville  and  Cane  Hill,  Arkansas,  are  each  about  fifty-five 
miles  from  here.  Mr.  Douglass  lives  sixty  miles  from  here,  and  eight  miles 
this  side  of  Union,  Missouri,  to  which  place  an  express  arrives  almost  every 
week  from  Fort  Gibson.  The  band  of  Senecas  and  Shawnees  are  located 
on  Grand  river,  twelve  miles  from  this  place. 

Mr.  Douglass  says  that  he  has  seen  Col.  Bailey  (former  contractor)  issue 
out  provisions  to  these  Indians  in  such  quantities  as  he  alone  saw  fit,  with- 
out regard  to  weight  or  measurement,  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  Indians, 
while  he  received  pay  from  Government  for  issuing  the  full  rations  to  three 
hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  that  he  boastingly  told  Mr.  Douglass  that  he 
had  done  so. 

With  great  regard,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VAN  HORNE, 

Dlsb^g  JlgmtJ'or  rernH  and  sub,  Indians, 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C,  G,  N.,  TVas hint 071  City, 


Seneca  Depot,  near  Grand  river,  west  op  Mo., 

*dugust  1,  1833. 

Sir:  As  I am  disposed  to  think  that  you  have  no  correct  muster-roll  of 
the  mixed  band  ot  Senecas  and  Shawnees  from  Lewistown,  Ohio,  I enclose, 
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herewith,  a copy  of  one,  which  I took  4th  July  last,  the  date  of  the  com- 
mencement of  issues  under  the  final  contract  for  furnishing  supplies  to  that 
tribe. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

. Your  obedient  servant, 

' J.  VAN  HORNE,  2d  Lieut.  2d  Infantry^ 

U.  S.  Disb^g  dtgent  sub.  of  Indians. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Seneca  Depot,  west  of  Mo,,  30, 1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  my  return  for  the  third  quar- 
ter of  1833. 

I have  written  to  Capt.  Brown,  principal  disbursing  agent,  desiring  to 
know  where  my  services  will  be  required  after  completing  the  issues  to  the 
Senecas  and  Shawnees,  and  expressing  a preference,  (if  it  would  equally 
promote  the  business  of  removal  and  subsistence,)  to  be  employed  in  the  re- 
moval of  some  tribe.  Should  an  opportunity  of  this  kind  ofier,  I would  be 
glad  to  be  so  employed. 

With  great  respect,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VAN  HORNE,  2d  Lieut.  2d  Infantry j 
IIisb\g  Agent  remH  and  sub.  of  Indians. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.y  Washington  City. 


West  Cherokee  Nation,  Agent’s  Office,  October  11,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  of 
17th  August,  requiring  a deduction  of  the  cost  of  some  over-issues  by  Lieut. 
Seawell,  to  be  made  out  of  any  subsequent  payments  I may  have  to  make  to 
the  persons  who  have  overdrawn. 

I was  not  before  apprised  that  such  error  could  have  been  made,  as  Lieut. 
Seawell  had  received  of  me  a copy  of  the  muster-roll,  or  other  list  of  emi- 
grants, transmitted  by  the  superintendent  of  emigration:  a similar  copy  of 
muster-roll,  or  other  list  of  emigrants,  that  may  hereafter  arrive,  must  neces- 
sarily be  furnished  Lieut.  Seawell  by  me;  otherwise,  he  would  refuse  to  issue, 
unless  he  departs  from  the  established  rule. 

I will  immediately  apply  to  Lieutenant  Seawell  for  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons to  whom  he  has  over-issued;  and,  if  any  payment  remains  to  be  made, 
will  deduct  and  turn  over  the  amount  as  directed,  and  transmit  receipt  there- 
for to  your  office. 

Most  respectfully,  I am,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  VASHON, 

Agent  Cherokees  West. 

General  Geo.  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 
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Seneca  x^gency,  west  of  Mo.,  Nov.  1,  1833. 

Sir:  In  your  last  to  me,  you  inquire  whether  I have  a muster-roll  of  the 
Senecas  of  Sandusky.  I enclose,  herewith,  a copy  of  a roll,  taken  7th  May 
last  by  Lieutenant  Ross.  As  I arrived  here  only  a few  days  before  the  ex- 
piration of  their  year  for  receiving  rations,  I did  not  deem  it  important  to 
muster  them  myself,  as  I did  the  other  party.  By  this  roll,  their  number  is 
two  hundred  and  fifty-one.  Up  to  lOth  December,  1S32,  or  during  the  first 
six  months  after  their  arrival,  issues  were  made  to  396.  Indians  were  issued 
to,  who  were  at  the  time  living  in  Ohio;  and  who  did  not,  and  have  not  yet 
emigrated  to  this  country.  “Their  number,  as  reduced  10th  December 
1832,’’  says  Mr.  Kennerly,  ‘‘was  two  hundred  and  seventy-five.”  How 
or  why  this  reduction  was  made,  I do  not  know.  This  rests  with  Mr. 
Kennerly.  Neither  does  the  roll  of  Lieutenant  Ross  show  the  cause  of  a 
further  reduction  of  their  number  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

I enclose  also  the  certificate  of  Lieutenant  Ross,  as  to  the  commencement 
of  his  services,  as  required  by  yours  of  the  same  date.  It  pertains  to 
voucher  No.  1,  abstract  of  contingencies,  2d  quarter  1833. 

Very  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VAN  HORNE, 

TJ.  S.  Disbursing  Agent  Senecas, 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G.  S., 

Washington  City, 


Fort  Preble,  December  28,  1833. 

General:  Being  desirous  of  a tour  of  service  at  the  west,  and  particu- 
larly in  Indiana  and  Illinois,  I have  the  honor  to  request  that  my  name  be 
placed  on  your  list  of  applicants,  for  the  Pottawatamie  emigration,  which  I 
presume  will  be  renewed  in  the  spring.  I shall  consider  it  as  a peculiar  favor 
to  be  notified,  at  as  early  a day  as  possible,  of  the  result  of  this  application.. 
With  perfect  respect,  I am,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  VINTON, 

Lieut,  U,  S,  A.,  A,  C.  S, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G,  S,,  Washington  City, 


Seneca  Agency,  west  of  Mo.,  1th  December^  1833. 

Sir:  In  yours  of  the  2d  of  October,  you  desire  to  know — 

1st.  The  number  of  Indians  at  present  composing  the  tribe  of  Senecas 
from  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

2d.  Whether  its  number  has  fluctuated  to  any  extent:  and, 

3d.  Whether,  upon  the  best  and  most  authentic  information  its  number, 
at  the  time  of  arrival  west,  was,  as  reported  officially  by  Mr.  Kennerly,  and 
paid  for  by  General  Clark,  during  the  whole  of  Mr.  Bailey’s  contracts,  to 
wit,  three  hundred  and  ninety-six. 
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You  desire  me,  also,  if  I have  not  a roll,  to  make  out  and  forward  one/ 
You  have  doubtless  before  this  received  a copy  of  the  roll  taken  by  Lieu- 
tenant Ross,  7th  May,  1833,  which  I transmitted  to  you.  Their  number^ 
agreeably  to  that  roll,  is  two  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

As  I arrived  only  about  two  weeks  before  the  expiration  of  the  period 
for  issuing  to  this  tribe,  I was  governed  in  the  only  issue  ! made  to  them  by 
Lieutenant  Ross’s  roil. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  however,  although  I had  completed  my 
duties  as  disbursing  agent,  and  was  proceeding  towards  the  Choctaw  country,. 
I returned  to  the  the  Seneca  lands,  and  resorted  to  the  best  means  of  obtain- 
ing the  information  called  for. 

First.  Although  the  present  number  of  Senecas  is  something  short  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty-one,  because  the  number  of  deaths  have,  of  late, 
almost  trebled  the  number  of  births,  yet,  from  the  best  information  I can 
get.  Lieutenant  Ross’s  roll  of  twm  hundred  and  fifty-one  was,  at  the  time  it 
was  taken,  substantially  correct. 

Second.  I called  together  the  chiefs  and  principals,  the  interpreters,  and 
most  intelligent  of  the  tribe.  I read  before  them  a copy  of  the  roll  taken 
'by  Major  Brish,  former  agent,  and  forwarded  by  Mr.  Kennerly,  through 
•Captain  Brown,  to  you.  I inquired  of  each  one  why  this  roll  exhibited  the 
number  in  each  of  their  families  nearly  double  the  corresponding  families 
by  Lieutenant  Ross’s  roll. 

I asked  each  of  them,  in  council,  how  many  he  now  had  in  his  family, 
and  how  many  he  had  when  they  first  arrived  on  the  Cowskin.  They  told 
me  solemnly,  and  satisfactorily  assured  me,  that  the  number  in  their  families, 
severally,  was  the  same  as  stated  in  Lieutenant  Ross’s  roll;  and  that  the  num- 
ber was  no  greater  when  they  arrived,  4th  July,  1832,  with  the  exception, 
of  course,  of  a few,  and  very  few,  changes  by  deaths  and  births.  When 
thoroughly  convinced  and  satisfied  on  this  point,  I inquired  how  it  was  that 
Major  Brish  had,  on  their  arrival,  made  their  number  amount  to  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six. 

They  looked  at  each  other  and  laughed,  and  assured  me  that  the  roll  taken 
by  Major  Brish  was  altogether  incorrect;  that  Lieutenant  Ross’s  roll  exhi- 
bited their  correct  number;  that,  at  the  time  of  their  arrival,  while  in  camp. 
Major  Brish  directed  them  to  hand  in  the  numbers  composing  their  families 
at  his  tent,  by  notches  cut  on  small  sticks,  in  order  to  know  for  how  many 
to  obtain  provisions. 

‘‘Before  doing  so,”  say  they,  we  councilled  together,  and,  as  our  treaty 
■stated  our  number  is  about  four  hundred,  “ we  agreed  to  add  to  the  number 
composing  ^each  of  our  families  so  many  as  altogther  would  make  about 
four  hundred.”  This  they  say  they  did. 

Comsticks,  the  principal  chief,  says  that  he  now  has  three  in  his  family; 
himself,  wife,  and  child,  and  that  he  never  had  more:  but,  by  this  plan,  his 
number  was  put  down  at  seven. 

His  brother.  Steel,  (second  chief,)  never  had  more  than  five,  and  his  num- 
ber was  put  down  at  eight;  George  Carleyeyes,  with  a family  never  more 
than  three,  was  put  down  at  eight,  &c.  Peter  Green  numbered  seven;  and 
Henry  Green,  numbered  ten,  on  Brish’s  roll,  never  came  to  the. Seneca  lands. 
The  former,]  am  told, is  at  Green  Bay,  and  the  latter  has  gone  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 

Negrofoot,  numbered  five  on  Brish’s  roll,  did  not  come  wi(h  Major  Brish’s 
party;  but  came  six  months  after  with  Civil  John’s  party  of  Senecas  and 
Shawanees,  with  whom  they  live,  and  have  drawn  their  year’s  subsistence. 
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Benjamin  Warner,  numbered  three,  arrived  aIo7ie  on  the  Seneca  lands, 
having  left  his  child  in  Ohio,  an^d  having  lost  his  wife  by  death  on  the  road. 
Jim  Harris,  numbered  ten,  did  not  reach  the  Seneca  lands  until  three  months 
after  this  roll  was  taken.  Joe  Smith’s  family  numbering  seven.  Little  Tay- 
lor’s eight,  Kentuck’s  four,  and  Big  Susey’s  four,  (twenty-three  in  all,)  did 
not  arrive  until  three  or  four  months  after  Major  Brish’s  party,  and  are 
included  in  the  two  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

The  roll  taken  by  Mr.  Kennerly,  10th  December,  1S32,  reducing  the 
number  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-five,  I never  could  get — I have  never 
seen  it.  The  abstracts  which  you  have  received,  however,  are  copies  of  it, 
I presume;  and  you  will  be  better  able  than  myself  to  see  what  caused  this 
singular  reduction  from  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  to  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five.  I find  that  about  the  9th  or  10th  December,  1832,  Mr.  Ken- 
nerly paid  the  annuities  to  the  tribe. 

He  was  convinced  he  told  Lieutenant  Ross  that  their  number  was  less  than 
three  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  he  mustered  them  by  taking  the  numbers 
from  the  heads  of  families.  He  made  two  hundred  and  seventy -five  by 
including  about  twenty-five  Indians  who  did  not  emigrate  with  the  party 
from  Ohio  to  Cowskin,  but  who,  for  years,  had  been  living  on  the  Bufialo 
fork  of  White  river,  and  who,  as  belonging  to  the  Seneca  nation,  were  en- 
titled to  a share  of  the  annuities. 

These  are  Grapevines,  five;  Blossori,  three;  Little  Jacob’s  Sister,  two; 
Shanes  Brothers,  Seneca  Jims,  Poulns  Brunts,  &c.,  numbering  together  about 
twenty-five. 

Third.  From  information  obtained,  as  above,  from  the  Indians  themselves, 
as  well  as  corroborating  evidence  from  other  sources,  I am  myself  well 
convinced  that  the  number  of  the  party,  on  its  arrival,  did  not  exceed  two 
hundred  and  fifty-one. 

Major  Brish  was  directed  by  the  War  Department  to  inform  Captain 
Brown  of  the  number  of  the  Senecas  to  be  subsisted,  the  provisions  re- 
quired, &c. 

This  he  did  not  do,  but  he  directed  Mr.  Kennerly  to  forward  a muster- 
roll  to  Captain  Brown.  Mr.  Kennerly  transmitted  an  incorrect  roll  of  three 
hundred  and  ninety-six  Indians;  and,  from  the  best  information  I can  ob- 
tain, Government  paid  nearly  four  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  to  Mr. 
Bailey,  on  his  contract  for  six  months,  for  issues  of  provisions  to  one  hundred 
and  forty-five  Indians,  who  never  emigrated  to  the  new  Seneca  country. 

For  about  two  and  a half  months  out  of  the  six  months,  Mr.  Kennerly 
was  absent  at  St.  Louis,  and'  the  contractor’s  hired  hands  made  the  issues. 
On  Mr.  Kennerly’s  return  from  St.  Louis,  (4th  December,)  the  provisions 
were  nearly  exhausted,  and  for  the  last  month  great  complaint  and  dissatis- 
faction was  expressed. 

With  respect  to  the  mixed  band  of  Seneca  and  Shawnees,  I enclose,  here- 
with, a muster-roll  and  accompanying  letter  delivered  by  General  Workman, 
(conductor  of  the  party,)  on  its  arrival,  19th  December,  1832,  to  Mr.  Ken- 
nerly, sub-agent.  By  this  roll,  with  the  columns  of  remarks,,  it  appears  that 
there  were  but  two  hundred  and  twenty  at  the  time  of  arrival.  The  en- 
rolling agent,  Dunihue,  certifies  that  there  were  but  one  hundred  and  twenty; 
but  by  adding  the  three  births  and  deducting  the  forty-one  who  left  the  party 
on  the  route,  two  hundred  and  twenty  is  the  number  of  the  party  agreeably 
to  his  roll,  and  yet  Mr.  Kennerly,  by  letter  dated  27th  of  December,  eight 
davs  after,  reports  their  number  to  Captain  Brown  at  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight.  117 
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A little  inquiry  at  the  time,  moreover,  would  have  shown  him  that  seven 
in  the  families  of  Civil  John  and  his  son,  one  of  Totolas’s,  and  one  man  of 
widow  Turtle’s  family,  (nine  in  all,)  never  came  to  Grand  river,  but  re- 
mained in  Ohio. 

These  nine  deducted  from  the  two  hundred  and  twenty,  leave  the  num- 
ber mustered  by  myself,^  two  hundred  and  eleven.  I went  with  the  inter- 
preter, and  one  of  the  principal  chiefs,  to  each  hut,  and  saw  and  took  down 
the  namCj  age,  and  sex,  of  every  individual;  a course  which  never  was 
taken  with  the  tribes  on  Cawskin,  on  any  other  occasiori.  I am  confident  of 
its  correctness. 

On  my  arrival,  I made  one  issue  on  a roll  taken  by  Lieutenant  Koss,  7th 
May,  1833.  By  this  roll,  their  number  was  two  hundred  and  fifteen;  but 
Pettablois’s  family,  (four,)  which  came  from  White  river,  Arkansas  Terri- 
tory, about  14th  May,  and  never  had  any  connections  with  the  Lewistown 
party,  was  erroneously  included  in  lliis  roll.  This  Pettablois  is  one  of  the 
Shavvnees  of  Cape  Gerardeau,  Missouri,  who  has  twice  (in  1825  and  1832) 
signed  treaties  with  the  United  States,  pledging  themselves  to  go  to  Kansas 
river,  receiving  each  time  large  sums  for  the  payment  of  their  debts,  for 
agricultural  assistance,  expenses  of  removal,  &c.,  and  still  refusing  to  go  to 
Kansas  river.  This  family  I found  receiving  rations  from  Government, 
while  the  remainder  of  the  tribe  still  live  in  Missouri,  and  are  seeking  an- 
other treaty.  I struck  his  family  (four)  from  the  roll,  leaving  two  hundred 
and  eleven. 

Mr.  Kennerly  kept  no  copies  of  his  abstracts  or  returns,  and  I have  not 
seen  any  of  them;  but  Lieutenant  Ross  tells  me,  that  on  each  of  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy’s abstracts  of  issues  to  this  tribe,  under  Mr.  Douglass’s  first  contract, 
(except  for  the  first  thirty-two  days,)  the  remark  ‘‘not  issued”  is  placed  oppo- 
site the  name  of  Lewis  Dougherty’s  family  of  twenty»five  persons.  These 
twenty-five  were  deducted;  and  the  returns,  he  says,  are  for  two  hundred  and 
thirty-three.  See  certificate  of  Lieutenant  Ross,  herewith  enclosed.  The 
first  issue  for  thirty-two  days  was  made  before  Lieutenant  Ross  reached  the 
Seneca  agency;  and  he  believes  that  this  family  were  included  both  in  the 
abstracts  and  returns.  By  reference  to  the  abstracts  and  returns,  in  your 
office,  this  may  be  determined. 

I called  together  the  chiefs  and  principal  men  of  this  tribe,  also,  and  was 
fully  and  satisfactorily  assured  that  the  column  of  remarks  in  the  enclosed 
muster-roll  is  correct.  That  Lewis  Dougherty’s  family  of,  twenty-five, 
John  Dougherty’s^  of  five,  and  Joe  White’s,  of  five,  and  the  others  men- 
tioned in  the  column  of  remarks,  stopped  on  Kansas  river,  and  never  came 
to  their  lands  on  Cowskin;  moreover,  that  seven  mustered  in  the  family 
of  Civil  Johns  and  his  son,  one  in  Totolas’s  and  one  man  of  widow  Tur- 
tle’s family,  never  left  Ohio,  and  still  reside  there. 

By  a roll  in  my  possesion  on  which  the  issues  were  made,  the  families  of 
Lewis  and  John  Dougherty,  and  Joe  White,  appear  never  to  have  been 
issued  to. 

The  chiefs  also  assured  me,  that  my  roll  of  two  hundred  and  a eleven  is 
correct,  and  that  there  has  not,  at  anytime,  been  a greater- number  than  this 
in  their  tribe,  since  their  arrival  on  Grand  river. 

As  far  as  I can  learn,  the  fact  of  Lewis  Dougherty’s  family  not  having 
emigrated,  was  at  the  time  well  known,  as  well  to  Mr.  Kennerly,  and  Doug- 
lass the  contractor,  as  others,  after  the  first  issue  of  thirty-two  days.  I have 
no  evidence  that  Mr.  Dougless  knew  it  during  the  thirty-two  days;  nor 
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liave  I any  evidence  that  he  knew  of  the  absence  of  any  others  than  those 
twenty«five  persons,  either  in  the  one  tribe  or  the  other;  on  the  contrary,  as 
the  issues  were  made  to  the  Seneca  and  Shawnees  band,  in  bulk,  and  not 
divided  out  among  the  families,  the  contractor  had  no  means  of  knowing 
whether  all  the  Indians,  numbered  in  the  provision  returns  drawn  on  him  by 
Mr  Kennerly,  were  present  or  not.  In  the  Seneca  party,  the  corn  and  salt 
were  generally  issued  to  each  family,  according  to  its  strength,  by  Mr.  Ken- 
nerly^s  roll;  yet,  although  it  seems  to  me,  that  Mr.  Kennerly  could  not  but 
iiave  known  that  the  families  and  individuals,  (whom,  I have  mentioned  »s 
having  been  improperly  issued  to,)  were  not  in  the  country,  and  were  not 
entitled  to  provisions.  Still  I have  no  evidence  that  the  contractor,  (Mr. 
Douglass,)  was,  at  the  time,  aware  that  issues  were  made  to  a greater  num- 
ber than  were  present  and  entitled  to  them.  The  contractor  issues  the  num- 
ber of  rations  called  for  by  Mr.  Kennedy’s  returns  on  him:  this  he  was 
bound  to  do. 

It  Was  Mr.  Kennerly'^ s duty,  not  the  contractor's,  to  see  that  Govern- 
ment did  not  pay  for  issues  to  more  than  the  number  of  Indians  entitled 
thereto. 

On  Mr.  Douglass’s  return,  in  August  last,  from  Little  Rock,  he  informed 
me  that  Captain  Brown  had  withheld  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  from  the 
amountdue  him,  until  a disagreement  in  Mr.  Kennerly’s  accounts  could  be  re- 
conciled; because  three  of  Mr.  Kennerly’s  abstracts,  each  for  thirty -two 
days,  comprised  Lewis  Dougherty’s  family  of  twenty-five  persons,  making 
eight  hundred  rations  in  each,  which  were  not  included  in  the  correspond- 
ing provision  returns  drawn  by  Mr.  Kennerly  on  the  contractor.  I imme- 
diately wrote  to  Captain  Brown,  informing  him  of  the  true  state  of  the  case, 
and  that  Mr.  Douglass  was  not  entitled  to  this  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars. 

I am,  therefore,  of  the  opinion,  that  the  above  mentioned  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars,  is  not  properly  due  Mr.  Douglass,  and  should  not 
be  paid  to  him.  But  although  Government  has  been  during  the  four  and  a 
half  months  preceding  my  arrival,  unnecessarily  paying  for  issues  to 
seventy-one  Indians,  (twenty-four  Seneca,  and  forty-seven  Seneca  and 
Shawnees,)  at  an  expense  of  more  than  seven  hundred  .dollars,  yet  it  is  clear 
to  me  that  the  blame  should  fall  on  the  agent  superintending  the  issues,  and 
not  the  contractor.  The  latter  has  fulfilled  his  contract  by  issuing  to  such 
Indians  as  Mr.  Kennerly’s  provision  returns  required  him  to  issue  to;  and  I 
see  no  reason  why  he  is  not  fairly  entitled  to  pay  for  such  provisions. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by, 

• Your  obedient  servaTst, 

J.  VAxM  HORNE,  Lieut., 

Disbursing  Jlgenf. 

General  Geohue  Gibson,  C.  G.  S. 


Choctaw  Agency,  July  23,  1831. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  30th  ultimo,  with  a view  to  obtain  information 
upon  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
have  been  duly  received. 

In  answer  to  your  first  question,  I am  not  able  to  say  wha.t  number  will 
go:  probably  there  may  be  six  thousand  emigrants  this  fall.  To  your  se- 
cond question — I presume  they  will  be  in  readiness  by  the  first  of  October. 
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3d  Question.  I can  only  say  the  great  bulk  will  assemble  about  fifteen 
miles  west  of  this  place,  on  the  great  mail-road,  near  John  McKenney’s; 
but  you  will  please  to  observe  that  the  great  body  of  the  nation  lives  south 
of  that  place,  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles,  where  the  Indians  will  expect 
some  provision  for  their  removal. 

4th  Question.  The  best  place  of  crossing  the  Yazoo  swamp  is  to  en- 
ter at  and  cross  the  river  Yazoo  below  Colonel  Leflore’s;  and  from  thence 
to  Blanton’s  ferry,  about  fifteen  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Arkansas  river, 
it. is  sixty  miles  (you  will  observe  there  is  an  old  Indian  trace,)  from  the' 
Yazoo  to  Mississippi  river,  and  through  the  swamp:  the  other  side  five 
miles  to  the  high  lands,  from  thence  on  the  old  trace  Bayou  Bartholemies; 
and  from  thence  on  to  Washitau  at  Ecor  de  Fabre;  from  thence  to  Wash^ 
ington;  and  from  thence  to  the  Choctaw  line.  This  is  the  route  that  most  of 
the  Indians  incline  to  go  and  settle  on  the  waters  of  the  Red  river. 

I have  encouraged  them  to  settle  there  and  let  the  Chickasaws  have  the 
land  on  the  Arkansas  river,  which  many  of  the  Choctaws  incline  to  sell  to 
Government,  if  the  Chickasaws  cannot  find  land  to  suit  them. 

I am  not  authorized  to  make  any  arrangement  of  this  kind  with  the 
Choctaws;  but  believe  it  would  be  the  best  thing  Government  could  do  to 
get  off  the  Chickasaws,  who  are  more  in  the  way  of  the  Mississippians  than 
these  Choctaws  are. 

5th  Question.  There  is  an  old  trace  from  near  this  place  to  the  named 
places  of  crossing  the  Yazoo  and  Mississippi  rivers;  but  must  be  opened  be- 
fore wagons  can  pass  it. 

6th  Question.  Tfie  cost  of  opening  the  road  from  this  place  to  the  Yazoo,, 
and  through  the  swamp  to  the  Mississippi  river,  I am  unable  to  say;  but  would 
presume  it  would  not  be  considerable,  as  the  road  would  not  be  used  only 
in  a dry  season  of  the  year.  It  would  be  only  necessary  to  clear  it  suffi- 
ciently for  wagons  to  pass. 

7th  Question.  I can  only  answer  this  by  saying  that  the  time  of  travel- 
ling about  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles,  at  fifteen  miles  per  day,  to  the  cross- 
ing place  named  on  the  Mississippi,  might  be  a fair  calculation,  allowing, 
something  for  the  collection  of  the  Indians  at  the  ration  prices. 

8th  Question.  It  should  presume,  from  the  fine  prospect  of  a corn 
crop  in  the  nation,  that  corn  can  be  had  at  fifty  cents  per  bushel,  beef  at 
two  and  a half  cents  per  pound,  bacon  at  ten  cents  per  pound,  and  fresh  pork 
at  three  and  a half  cents  per  pound.  From  the  Yazoo  river,  through  the 
swamp,  supplies  could  be  sent  on  the  route  from  Mississippi  river  to  meet 
the  teams  that  would  return  as  they  were  expected. 

Wagons  and  teams  could  be  hired  or  purchased  near  tl^s  place  sufficient 
to  take  the  emigrants  to  the  Mississippi  river,  where  those  you  speak  of 
would  be  fresh  to  proceed  on  without  any  detention  on  crossing  the  river. 
This  is  a hasty  scrawl,  drawn  up  in  much  haste;  but  I will  write  you  again 
when  I can  obtain  more  information  on  the  subject. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WARD,  Choctaw  ^gent. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 

P.  S.  I write  by  this  day’s  mail  to  Captain  Clark,  at  Little  Rock,  as  yo'^ 
request. 
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Canterbury,  Conn.,  %flpril  9,  1832. 

Sir:  I am  informed  that  the  supplies  for  the  Indians  are  under  your  di- 
rection; but,  as  I do  not  know  whether  contracts  are  made  from  public  pro- 
posals, or  by  personal  application  to  your  office,  I beg  leave  to  inform  you, 
that  I am  manufacturing  an  article  of  coarse  cloth,  such  as  sold  for  the  south- 
ern market  last  year  at  forty  cents  per  yard,  and  would  be  suitable  for 
clothing  the  Indians. 

We  could  supply  the  Government  with  one  hundred  thousand  yards  in 
the  course  of  six  months:  and,  if  you  would  inform,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
bability of  the  article  being  needed,  I would  go  on  with  samples, 

I am,  sir, 

Yours,  respectfully, 

G.  S.  WHITE.  , 

General  George  Gibson,  C,  G.  S., 

^Washmgton  City,. 


Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Philadelphia,  December  24,  1832. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  instructions,  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
15th  instant,  I have  had  the  five  hundred  rifles  manufactured  for  the  United 
States  by  Mr.  Henry  Deringer,  inspected,  insured,  and  shipped  to  Captain 
Samuel  Shannon,  assistant  quartermaster  United  States  army.  New  Orleans. 

The  certificate  of  inspection,  policy  for  the  insurance,  and  bill  of  lading  for 
shipment  per  brig  William  Henry,  to  New  Orleans,  are  herewith  enclosed. 

I have  advised  of  the  particulars  of  the  insurance  to. govern  him  in  for- 
warding the  same  up  the  rivers. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 

Lieut,  and  Assistant  Quartermaster, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C,  G.  S.,  Washington  City,  Emigration  of  Indians, 


Choctaw  Agency,  December  19,  1832. 

Sir:  I had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  thd  12th  ultimo,  requesting; 
me  to  deposite  ^463  34  in  the  Branch  Bank  at  Natchez. 

I have  to  inform  you  that  I have  used  this  money  in  expenses,  &c.,  at  the 
agency,  and  have  given  credit  for  the  same  in  my  accounts  rendered,  on  the 
1st  of  October  last,  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

This  sum  was  for,  and  on  account  of,  cattle  sold  by  Captain  Byrne,  and 
deposited  with  me  by  directions. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WARD. 

General  Geo.  Gibson,  C,  G.  S, 
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Assistant  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Philadeljjhia,  January  19,  1833. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions,  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  5th 
instant,  I had  the  rifles,  made  by  Mr.  George  W.  Tryon  for  the  United 
States,  inspected,  insured,  and  shipped  on  board  the  ship  Ohio,  Captain 
Gawin,  to  the  address  of  Captain  Samuel  Shannon,  assistant  quartermaster 
at  New  Orleans.  Mr.  Tryon  has  delivered  forty-seven  boxes,  containing 
four  hundred  and  seventy  rifles,  on  which  insurance  has  been  made  for 
$5,000,  valuing  them  at  ^12  50  each,  leaving  uncovered  ^875,  and  the  pre- 
miums: should  you  wish  the  whole  value  to  be  insured,  the  Union  Insurance 
Company  have  agreed  to  extend  the  amount  of  their  risk  to  the  sum 
wished. 

The  certificate  of  inspection,  policy  for  the  insurance,  and  the  bill  of  lading 
for  the  shipment,  per  the  ship  Ohio,  to  New  Orleans,  are  herewith  enclosed. 

I have  advised  Captain  Shannon  of  the  particulars  of  the  insurance  for  his 
government  in  forwarding  up  the  river. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 

Lmit,  and  tdssislant  Quartermaster, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City. 


Assistant  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Philadelphia^  January  30,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  28th  instant  has  this  moment  come  to  hand.  The 
ship  Ohio,  on  board  of  which  the  arms  received  from  Mr.  Tryon  were 
shipped,  sailed  for  New  Orleans  yesterday. 

If  it  is  your  wish  that  the  arms  be  forwarded  by  the  next  safe  opportu- 
nity, please  instruct  me  further  on  this  subject. 

With  great  respect,  I am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 

Lieut,  and  Assistant  Quartermaster, 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S,j  Washington, 

Assistant  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Philadelphia ^ February  15,  1833. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions,  contained  in  your  letter  dated  Janu- 
ary 28th,  I have  had  the  balance  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Tyron’s  contract  of  rifles 
inspected,  and  shipped  on  board  the  ship  Helen  Mar,  for  New  Orleans,  to 
the  address  of  Captain  Samuel  Shannon,  assistant  quartermaster,  same  man- 
ner as  the  former  parcel. 

Insurance  has  been  made  on  the  same  to  Fort  Smith,  as  in  former  case, 
(Valued  at  four  hundred  dollars:  the  additional  amount  over  the  value  of  the 
thirty  rifles,  say  twenty-five  dollars,  has  been  estimated  as  the  expenses, 
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which  you  have  ordered  to  be  covered  with  the  costs.  The  bill  of  lading, 
per  the  ship  Helen  Mar^  for  New  OrleanSj  the  policy  of  insurance,  and  the  , 
certificate  of  inspection,  are  herewith  enclosed, 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 

Lieut,  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

General  Georc3-e  Gibson, 

C.  'G,  Washington  City. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  7,  1833. 

Sim:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  enclosing  your  check  on  the  office  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Washington,  for  four  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  dollars  and  fifty -three  cents,  in  payment  of  the  drafts  drawn  by  George 
Veshon,  Cherokee  Agent,  has  been  received  by. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

RICHARD  WALLACE, 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S. 


Assistant  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Philadelphia,  *Mpril  10,  1833, 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions,  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  2ci 
instant,  I have  received  from  Mr.  Henry  Deringer,  fifty  boxes  said  to 
contain  five  hundred  rifles,  and  shipped  the  same  on  board  the  brig  Wm. 
Henry,  Rowland  Johnson,  master,  for  New  Orleans,  to  the  address  of  Lieu- 
tenant Anthony  Drane,  assistant  quartermaster  at  that  post,  requesting  him 
to  receive  and  forward  the  same  to  the  address  of  Major  F.  W.  Arm- 
strong, Fort  Smith,  Arkansas  Territory,  and  have  advised  him  of  the  in- 
surance effected  on  the  same,  say  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
on  five  hundred  rifles,  valued  at  twelve  dollars  fifty  cents  each-— the  policy 
for  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  Mr.  Deringer  having  paid  the  premium 
thereon. 

I have  also  enclosed  the  bill  of  lading  for  the  same,  per  brig  Wm.  Henry. 

Mr.  Deringer  also  delivered  a box,  said  to  contain  patterns,  which  I have 
forwarded  with  the  others. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

C.  A.  WAITE, 

Lieut,  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G.  S.,  Washington  City. 


Washington,  December  20,  1833. ; 

Dear  Sir:  Yours,  under  yesterday’s  date,  enclqsinga  draft  on  the  Union 
Bank  of  Tennessee  for  two  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  in  favor  of  Samuel 
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McConuell,  was  received  this  inornlng.  The  draft  I have  forwarded  to 
McConnelh  from  whom  I have  an  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  a for- 
mer payment,  which  passed  through  my  hands. 

With  great  respect,  I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  WHITE. 

Gibsonj  Esq,,  C.  G, 
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At  Coram’s,  on  the  Washita  river, 

December  17,  1831. 

Dear  Cross:  I am  here  with  213  Indians,  and  about  50  horses  and 
oxen.  Tile  Indians  will  proceed  on  immediately.  Capt.  Silas  D.  Fisher, 
who  hands  you  this,  is  a Choctaw  captain,  and  a worthy  young  man.  I 
have  authorized  him  to  officiate  as  agent,  until  he  meets  you:  such  disburse- 
ments as  he  may  make,  be  pleased  to  settle.  Earle  is  at  the  post  of  Washita, 
housed  and  provided  for.  Our  boat,  the  Walter  Scott,  I fear  will  have  a bad 
chance  to  get  out.  I shall  return  in  her,  and  assure  you,  although  my 
sympathies  are  aroused  in  behalf  of  the  unfortunate  emigrants,  on  account  of 
the  unusual  and  unprecedented  inclemency  of  the  weather,  that  my  own 
health  which,  by  a spell  of  inflammatory  fever  at  Vicksburg,  warns  me  to  re- 
turn. On  our  arrival  about  day  break  at  Monroe,  Earle  came  to  the  river 
to  see  us,  and  slipped  from  the  top  of  the  bank  into  the  water.  He  had  crossed 
a great  many  oxen  and  hbrses.  He  had  44  people  with  him.  Capt.  Shir- 
ley and  the  contractor,  McWilliams,  had  gone  about  15  miles  to  a bayou  east 
of  Monroe,  to  hurry  up  the  rear. 

I rented  a large  house  at  Monroe,  and  procured  15  barrels  of  flour  and 
1,000  lbs.  of  pork  and  bacon;  besides  which,  they  will  get  beef:  the  people 
are  very  kind  to  them.  Hempstead  court-house  is  not  much  more  than  50 
miles  from  you.  Col.  Gaines  is  gone  home.  He  wants  you  to  go  to  Point 
Chicot.  Excuse  this  hasty  scrawl. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  S.  CqLQUHOUN. 


Choctaw  Agencv,  May  17,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  I received  yours  of  the  13th  to-day,  and  regret  to  hear  you 
are  unwell,  but  hope  you  have  attributed  it  to  the  right  cause,  fatigue  and 
exposure,  and  that  rest  and  refreshment  will  restore  you.  ^ 

You  have  adopted  the  correct  mode  of  preparing  the  people  for  emigration 
by  riding  through  the  district,  and,  until  the  time  arrives  for  locating  your 
rendezvous,  it  is  not  important  as  to  the  point  to  be  stationed  at.  Is  it  not 
surprising  that  the  people  are  undecided  as  to  the  mode  of  removal,  when 
they  have  seen,  by  experience,  that  those  who  have  removed  oh  their  own 
resources  have,  in  some  instances,  totally  failed?  The  case  of  the  Choctaw 
captain  and  his  party,  who  got  as  far  as  Wafer’s  settlement,  beyond  the  post 
of  Washita,  is  in  point.  He  and  his  people  were  in  great  distress,  and  ap- 
plied to  Mr.  Wafer  for  relief,  who  humanely  furnished  them  with  two  wagons 
and  provisions,  and  went  with  them  to  the  Choctaw  line.  He  there  applied 
in  vain  to  the  agents  for  pay;  they  told  him  they  had  no  authority  to  pay 
him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  without  it.  He  will  in  all  probability  be 
paid,  but  his  disappointment  was  severe,  and  in  future  will  make  hinx  deaf 
to  an  application.  Colonel  Folsom  is  my  authority  for  the  above. 

The  plan  I have  recommended  to  Mr.  Gaines  is,  to  march  the  emigrants 
to  Vicksburg,  procure  the  largest  kind  of  steamboats,  and  ferry  the  whole 
party  to  Point  Chicot,  or  any  other  landing  the  agents  on  the  other  side  may 
select.  1 am  on  the  eve  of  starting  to  attend  the  cattle  sales  to  receive  the 
118 
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beef  cattle.  I have  no  orders,  but  Col.  Byrrie  has  sent  me  word  that  Col. 
Gaines  has  referred  him  to  me.  1 have  got  two  Indians,  and  shall  start  on 
Sunday.  I expect  to  be  at  Ben  Leflore’s  on  the  6th  June,  when  I will  come 
down  to  Parker’s,  and,  if  you  are  there,  1 will  get  the  favor  of  you  to  go 
down  to  Vicksburg  to  change  my  deposite  from  the  State  Bank  to  the  Plan- 
ters’, the  former  having  wound  up  its  concern  ; also,  to  draw  some  for  current 
expenses.  Give  my  best  respects  to  our  friend  Parker,  and  believe  me  sin- 
cerely, 

Your  friend, 

W.  S.  COLQUHOUN, 

Special  Jigent, 

Capt.  S.  T.  Cross, 

Special  Indian  Jigent^  Doak'^s  stand  Miss, 


Mobile,  June  4,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  I believe  I mentioned  in  my  last  letter  to  you  that  Captain 
Brown  had  invited  me  to  meet  him  in  New  Orleans  in  March  last,  to  ex- 
change information,  consult  upon  the  arrangements  proper  to  be  adopted  by 
us  in  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw  emigrants  this  year,  and  fix  upon  the  places 
of  their  crossing  the  Mississippi  river.  1 accordingly  went  over  about  the 
middle  of  March,  and  waited  for  him  in  that  city  nearly  two  weeks,  but 
was  compelled  to  return  home  without  seeing  him.  He  did  not  arrive  until 
about  the  1st  of  April,  at  which  time  the  distressing  sickness  of  my  family 
prevented  my  leaving  home,  and  he  wrote  me  that  his  duties  would  call  him 
back  immediately  to  Little  Rock,  but  that  he  should  probably  return  to  New 
Orleans  in  a month,  and  have  leisure  to  visit  me  here  for  the  purposes  above 
mentioned,  which  he  deemed  highly  important  to  the  public  interest;  since 
which  time  I have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  him.  I mention 
these  circumstances  to  account  for  my  not  having  written  sooner,  and  given 
you  my  views  of  the  improvements  which  my  experience  has  suggested  in 
the  modes  of  removing  and  subsisting  the  Choctaw  emigrants,  which  views 
I desired  to  make  the  more  valuable  by  the  information  and  opinions  which 
I expected  to  receive  from  the  superintendent  west  of  Mississippi.  Should 
he  visit  me  soon,  these  view^s  will  be  submitted. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  20th  and  31st  March  last,  I ad- 
dressed letters  to  such  of  my  assistants  as  I knew  could  readily  aid  me  in 
obtaining  additional  vouchers,  or  satisfactorily  explain  and  remedy  the  de- 
fects in  those  pointed  out  by  you,  and  have  received  replies  from  three  of 
them,  which,  with  the  contracts,  rolls,  and  provision  returns  alluded  to,  will 
be  transmitted  herewith. 

I shall,  about  the  1st  of  July,  return  to  my  plantation  near  Demopolis,  and 
will  then  have  leisure  to  obtain  whatever  may  be  considered  necessary  to 
prepare  all  my  public  accounts  for  final  settlement,  and  will  lose  no  time  in 
doing  so,  and  flatter  myself  that  every  possible  objection  to  them  will  be 
removed. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  April  last,  which  was  duly  received, 
I have  only  to  remark,  that  I am  pleased  with  any  arrangements  by  which 
my  services  can  conveniently  be  dispensed  with  in  the  future  removals  of 
the  Choctaw^s.  I cheerfully  obeyed  the  call  of  the  Government  upon  me  last 
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fall,  at  a moment  when  it  was  very  inconvenient  for  me  to  leave  my  private 
business  and  family:  and  I regret,  more  than  any  pecuniary  loss  which  I have 
sustained  in  consequence,  that  my  time  of  late  should  have  been  so  indispen- 
sably occupied  between  my  private  business  and  a sick  fan^ily,  as  to  have 
prevented  me  from  supplying  at  once  what  you  consider  necessary  to  make 
my  accounts  pass  the  ordeal  of  the  Second  Auditor. 

I will  immediately  after  all  the  payments  are  made  of  the  expenses  incur- 
red under  my  superintendency  (several  persons  in  different  parts  of  the  na- 
tion not  having  called  for  their  payments,)  and  which  will  require  all  next 
month  to  complete,  deposite  the  balance  of  the  public  money,  if  any,  in  my 
hands  as  directed  by  you. 

I have  much  information  which  will  be  useful  to  my  successor,  and  will 
avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  of  communicating  it  to  him. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain. 

With  much  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  S.  GAINES. 

General  George  Gibson,  C.  G,  S, 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I have  concluded  to  wait  a few  day s longer 
for  the  remainder  of  the  papers  required  of  my  assistants. 

I recommend  Capt.  Colquhoun  as  a person  who  should  principally  control 
the  removal  of  the  Choctaws  on  this  side  the  Mississippi. 

G.  S.  G. 


[Enclosed  in  a letter  from  George  S,  Gaines,  of  Ath  June,  1832.] 

Demopolis,  Alabama,  January  2,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  I herewith 'submit  to  you  my  account  of  expenditures  and  dis- 
bursements for  the  collection  of  the  emigrant  Choctaws  from  the  north- 
eastern district,  and  removal  of  the  party  called  P.  P.  Pitchlyn’s  as  far  as 
Memphis. 

As  an  apology  for  want  of  due  form  in  my  accounts  and  transactions,  I beg 
leave  to  say  that  the  forms  you  thought  I had  in  possession  at  the  com- 
mencement of  my  service  were  not  received  until  a late  period,  and  1 did 
not  know,  until  it  was  too  late,  that  it  was  necessary  to  keep  the  different 
items  in  the  expenses  separate,  and,  consequently,  have  my  accounts  much 
blended. 

My  wagons  generally  furnished  their  own  provisions  and  forage  until 
they  arrived  at  the  places  of  rendezvous; %nd  some  of  them  furnished  them- 
selves while  collecting  the  emigrants  from  their  places  of  residence. 

The  forage  purchased  at  the  places  of  rendezvous,  both  at  P.  P.  Pitch- 
lyn’s  and  Colonel  Folsom’s,  was  upon  the  best  terms,  and  carefully  issued, 

I contracted  with  Messrs.  Wright  and  Ragsdale  far  the  corn  necessary 
for  the  teams,  and  for  the  horses  of  assistants,  &c. , on  the  route  to  Mem- 
phis, at  62i  cents  per  bushel;  but  they  would  not  consent  to  furnish  fodder 
at  any  price,  it  being  so  scarce.  This  necessary  part  of  the  forage  I pur- 
chased when  it  could  be  had,  and  occasionally  some  corn,  when  I could  ob- 
tain it  low  for  the  Indian  ponies. 

The  forage,  altogether,  was  carefully  fed  away,  and,  I think,  falls  short  of 
the  allowance  authorized  by  you. 
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You  will  discover  that  eleven  owners  of  wagons  were  paid  four  days’ 
wages  without  rendering  any  actual  service  to  the  Government:  about  four 
hundred  of  Major  P.  P.  Pitchlyn’s  party  (who  solemnly  engaged  to  emi- 
grate this  season,)  failed  to  get  ready,  and  these  eleven  wagons  were  dis-^ 
charged.  Another  circumstance  which  greatly  augmented  the  expenses  of 
removal  was,  that  the  Indians  generally  had  some  little  property  that  could 
not  be  moved  by  the  Government;  and  they  would  not  be  prevailed  upon 
to  move  until  they  had  disposed  of  it,  which  kept  me  two  weeks  longer  at 
the  place  of  rendezvous  than  I anticipated  at  first. 

I do  not  say  that  the  business  done  by  me  could  not  have  been  better  ac- 
complished by  another,  but  I have  the  satisfaction  to  know  that  I used  as 
much  economy,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  as  I could  render  the  In- 
dians in  any  wise  comfortable,  and  believe  they  w-ere  generally  satisfied 
with  my  treatment.  When  I received  your  instructions,  dated  Vicksburg, 
15th  November  last,  I was  in  about  forty  miles  of  Memphis,  and  set  out 
immediately  for  that  place,  as  directed  by  you,  leaving  the  Indians  in  care 
of  Doctor  J.  M.  Sutherland,  to  be  brought  on  by  him. 

On  my  arrival  at  Memphis,  I was  informed  that  Doctor  J.  T.  Fulton  had 
chartered  the  steamer  Brandywine  to  transport  my  detachment  of  Indians 
to  the  mouth  of  White  river.  I addressed  a note  to  the  Doctor  immediately, 
informing  him  that  you  had  directed  me  to  contract  for  the  transportation 
of  my  party  of  Indians  to  the  mouth  of  White  river;  or,  if  a suitable  boat 
could  be  had,  to  some  point  on  Arkansas  as  high  as  steamboats  could  ascend 
that  river,  and  to  put  the  horses  belonging  to  the  Choctaws  in  my  care 
across  the  Mississippi  river  at  Memphis;  and  that  you  expected  him  to  pro- 
vide for  them  through  the  swamp  to  their  place  of  destination,  requesting 
him  to  inform  me  whether  he  would  receive  the  ponies  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  provide  for  them  accordingly.  In  the  Doctor’s 
answer  to  my  note,  he  stated  he  had  chartered  the  steamer  Brandywine  to 
transport  the  Indians,  and  purchased  flat-boats  to  convey  their  horses  to  the 
cut-off  of  White  river,  and  desired  to  receive  the  Indians  and  horses  at 
Memphis.  The  Doctor  showed  me  his  instructions  from  the  superinten- 
dent west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  authorized  him  to  contract  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  Memphis  party  from  that  point, 

I discovered  that  your  orders,  and  those  of  the  superintendent  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river  were  conflicting;  and,  although  I knew  it  was  your 
business  to  deliver  the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  I thought  it 
better  to  give  them  up  on  this  side  than  to  create  an  additional  expense  to 
the  Government  by  contracting  for  their  transportation  myself;  and  I ac- 
cordingly delivered  to  Doctor  J.  T.  Fulton,  on  board  the  steamer  Brandy- 
wine, four  hundred  and  six  Chocfaws,  and  their  ponies  were  taken  in  the 
flat-boats. 

On  my  way  home,  I met  about  eighty  emigrants  whose  goods  we  had 
hauled,  and  had  not  overtaken  us,  and  who  were  furnished  by  me  with  pro- 
visions. Ail  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Your  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  McGEE, 

Assistant  Agent  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 

,G  SiORGE  S.  Gaines,  Esq., 

Sujft  remH  and  subsistence  Indians,  Bemopolis,  Ala, 
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l^Enclosed  in  the  letter  of  (?.  S,  Gaines,  of  June  4.] 

PiNEviLLE,  Ala.,  February  10,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  forward  to  you  the  abstracts  and  du- 
plicate receipts,  together  with  an  account  current,  showing  the  amount  of 
my  disbursements  in  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw  emigrants  from  the  north- 
east district  to  Vicksburg,  Mi. 

The  payments  for  wagon  hire  were  to  those  discharged  at  rendezvous, 
and  on  the  march  to  Vicksburg,  and  whose  owners  were  not  present  at 
Vicksburg  to  receive  from  you  their  wages  when  discharged. 

With  regard  to  the  disbursements  for  forage  and  provisions,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that,  from  the  19th  October  to  the  4th  November,  1831,  some  fifteen 
or  eighteen  teams  of  oxen  and  horses  belonging  to  the  emigrating  Choctaws 
were  pn  my  hands  to  forage,  exclusive  of  those  in  actual  service,  (as  shown 
by  a reference  to  your  and  my  own  abstracts  and  vouchers  for  wagon  hire,) 
at  which  time  they  were  taken  into  service  on  wages,  and  that  a large  number 
of  rations  were  furnished  the  Koonchas  before  they  reached  my  rendezvous, 
as  shown  by  a reference  to  the  duplicate  of  Charles  Juzan.  It  is  also  proper 
here  to  remark,  that  the  party  under  my  care,  consisting  of  at  least  1,800 
souls,  had  upwards  of  five  hundred  pack-horses  and  ponies,  to  which  small 
allowances  of  corn  were  necessarily  made  while  on  the  march.  The  contract 
for  rations  with  Messrs.  Moore  and  Trotter  commenced  on  the  19th  Oc- 
tober, and  ended  on  the  13th  November,  1831,  on  uniting  with  the  other 
parties,  near  Jackson,  Mi. 

In  the  item  of  contingencies,  a considerable  portion  of  the  expenditure 
was  for  working  on,  and  superintending  roads,  which  will  not  appear  large 
when  it  is  recollected  that  more  than  a hundred  miles  of  the  route  was 
through  a wilderness  country. 

I cannot  consent  to  close  this  communication  without  being  permitted  to 
acknowledge  my  obligations  to  the  chief  Netuchache  for  his  prompt  and 
hearty  co-operation  in  aid  of  the  collecting  and  removal  of  his  people  to  the 
west,  and  for  his  uniform  efficiency  in  furtherance  of  the  views  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  its  agents  touching  their  removal. 

With  high  regard,  ' 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JO.  B.  EARLE. 

Col.  George  S.  Gaines, 

Superintendent  for  removal  and  subs.  Indians, 


[Enclosed  in  G.  S.  Gaineses  letter  of  June  4.] 

Mobile,  April  30,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  I have  duly  received  yours  of  the  10th  ultimo,  enclosing 
sundry  accounts  of  the  owners  of  wagons  and  teams  employed  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  in  removing  emigrant  Choctaws  in  November  last,  as 
far  as  the  Mississippi  river,  which  you  wished  me  to  witness;  which  request 
I have  complied  with,  and  enclose  the  same  to  you.  On  examination,  I 
find  that,  in  voucher  No.  36,  William  Coudray  receipts  for  James  Coudray 
without  any  written  authority.  James  Coudray  is  the  owner  of  the  wagon 
and  team,  and  he  not  being  able  to  write  his  name,  and  his  son  William 
Coudray  being  present,  he  authorized  him,  verbally,  in  the  presence  of  Capt. 
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S.  T.  Cross,  special  Indian  agent,  and  myself,  to  receipt  the  bill  for  him. 
Voucher  No.  38,  Geo.  Grayson  receipts  for  Wm.  Ratcliff,  and  the  account 
is  made  out  in  the  name  of  John  Ratcliff:  Wm.  Ratcliff  is  the  owner  of  the 
wagon  and  team,  but  was  entered  in  the  service  in  the  name  of  John  Ratcliff, 
the  brother  of  Wm.  Ratcliff.  Geo.  Grayson  was  the  driver  of  the  above 
mentioned  wagon  and  team,  and  was  verbally  authorized,  in  the  presence 
of  Capt.  S.  T.  Cross,  special  Indian  agent,  and  myself,  to  receive  the  money 
for  the  same  in  his  (Wm.  Ratcliff’s)  name.  James  Coudray  and  Wm.  Ratcliff 
being  the  owners  of  the  before  mentioned  wagons  and  teams,  and  coming 
before,  and  in  the  presence  of  S.  T.  Cross,  special  agent,  and  verbally  au- 
thorizing Wm.  Coudray  and  Geo.  Grayson  to  receipt  their  accounts,  we 
thought  it  was  not  necessary  to  require  of  them  a written  power  of  attorney. 

I remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  H.  SOMMERVILLE, 
,dsst.  Jlgt.  in  rem.  and  subs,  Indians, 

G.  S.  Gaines,  Esq, , 

Superintendent  for  rem,  and  subs,  of  Indians,  Mobile, 


{Enclosed  in  G.  S.  Gaines’s  letter,  of  ^th  June,'\ 

PiNEViLLE,  Alabama,  May,  1833. 

Dear  Sir:  I forward  to  you,  by  this  day’s  mail,  a consolidated  roll  of  the 
Choctaw  emigrants  removed  under  my  care,  and  the  contract  made  with 
Messrs.  Trotter  and  Moore  for  rationing  my  army  on  their  march. 

In  explanation  of  the  irregularity  of  the  daily  issue  of  rations,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  observe  that  the  emigrants  commenced  rendezvousing  on  the 
1 9th  October,  and  that  there  was  a daily  increase  till  the  4th  November,  on 
which  day  we  took  up  the  line  of  march. 

There  was  no  regular  contract  for  foraging  the  teams  engaged  in  the  ser- 
vice, believing  that  more  economy  would  be  observed  by  attending  to  that 
duty  myself. 

I forward,  also,  by  the  post-rider,  the  original  rolls  of  emigrants  from  the 
southeast  district,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  compare,  and  be  satisfied  of 
the  accuracy  of  the  consolidation. 

With  much  esteem  and  regard, 

, Your  obedient  servant, 

JO.  B.  EARLE, 

Assistant  Agent  jor  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 

Col.  Geo.  S.  Gaines, 

Superintendent  for  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians, 


Mobile,  21th  June,  1832, 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  sundry  duplicate  vouchers  to 
replace  such  as  were  omitted  to  be  witnessed,  forwarded  with  my  accounts 
for  the  last  quarter  of  1831,  and  noticed  in  your  letter  of  the  31st  March 
last;  also  such  other  papers  required  in  that  letter  as  I have  been  able  to  ob- 
tain. List  annexed,  with  such  explanations  as  I have  deemed  necessary. 
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The  rolls  of  the  party  conducted  by  Thomas  McGee,  esq.,  together  with 
the  requisitions  upon  the  contractors  for  rations  for  that  party,  and  the  rolls 
of  the  party  conducted  by  Major  Norwood,  will  be  forwarded  to  you  from 
Demopolis,  to  which  place  I am  about  to  retire  to  spend  the  summer  months, 
and  will  visit  the  nation,  and  close  such  accounts  standing  against  my  late 
superintendency  as  may  remain  there  unsettled,  and  forward  the  whole  to 
you  without  delay. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

General  George  Gieson,  C.  G,  S,  GEO.  S.  GAINES, 

Package  No,  1 conlaim  vouchers  Nos,  1,  3,  and  16,  abstract  No,  1. 
Voucher.  Abstract. 

Sent  1 1 A.  Glover  & Co. — account  appears  to  be  correct. 

Do.  3 1 Pissa  Tubba — duplicate  witnessed. 

Not  sent  15  1 John  Everitt — error  1 day,  ^3  admitted. 

Sent  16  1 Explained  on  back  duplicate. 

Package  No,  8 contains  vouchers  Nos,  4 and  14  of  abstract  2, 


Voucher. 


Sent 


Abstract. 
2 


This  account,  as  it  appears,  shows  an  error  of  $20^ 
but  the  sum  ^139  was  actually  paid  to  Mr.  Bar- 
nett; and  the  error  has  arisen  by  the  amount  per 
day  haying  been  improperly  entered.  It  will  be 
seen  that,  in  many  instances,  $5  per  day  was  paid; 
and  I am  aware, that  the  teams  of  Mr.  Barnett 
were  as  good  as  any  we  had;  and  that  Mr.  B.  re- 
sided farther  from  Vicksburg  than  any  one  of  the 
other  teamsters  employed.  . 

Duplicate  witnessed. 

Powers  of  attorney  will  be  obtained  and  forwarded 
' in  a few  days. 

Package  No,  3 contains  vouchers  16,  17,  18,  25,  28,  37,  38,  and  39,  of 

abstract  3. 

Abstract. 


Sent 

Not 


14 

24  k 25 
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Voucher. 

16 

17 

18 
25 
28 

36  (not  sent) 

37  (sent) 

38 


a 


Duplicate  witnessed. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Explained  on  back  duplicate. 


39 

Abstract. 

4 


Duplicate  witnessed. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Package  No.  4 contains  voucher  5 of  abstract  4. 

Voucher. 

2,  3,  17  (not  sent)  The  vouchers  explain  the  cause  of  their 

defect:  not  having  the  duplicate  with 
me  here,  will  examine  them  when  I go 
to  Demopolis,  and  give  such  further 
explanation  as  in  my  power. 
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Abstract.  Voucher. 

5 (sent)  William  Greenlee’s  account. 

5 5 Wagon  was  sent  by  John  Cummin,  and 

the  only  person  known;  but,  if  the 
power  is  absolutely  necessary,  it  can 
be  had  with  some  considerable  trouble. 

19  Mr.  Craig  will  be  paid  the  ^11  due  him. 

6 5 Error  of  $2  50  admitted. 

Package  No.  5 contains  letter  from  Dr.  J.  B.  Earle, ^contract  with  Moore 
and  Trotter,  the  original  requisitions  upon  the  contractors  for  the  party  con- 
ducted by  Dr.  Earle,  together  with  the  consolidated  muster-roll  of  said 
party. 

Package  No.  6 contains  returns  for  provisions  issued  by  Samuel  Long  to 
the  party  conducted  by  R.  M.  Jones — presumed  that  Captain  Colquhoun 
has  the  contract,  and  has  or  will  forward  it. 

Package  No.  7 contains  memorandum  of  a contract  entered  into  with  Co- 
lonel Daniel  W.  Wright  for  supply  of  rations.  Captain  Colquhoun  extend- 
ed the  contract  with  Messrs.  Wright  and  Ragsdale,  and  it  is  presumed  that 
he  has  or  will  forward  the  contract. 


Mobile,  June  27,  1832. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  abstract  and  vouchers  for 
moneys  paid  by  me  since  my  last  accounts  were  received,  of  December 
31,  1831,  amounting  to  one  thousand  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  sixty-three 
cents,  which  will  form  an  item  in  my  account  current,  which  will  be  ren- 
dered so  soon  as  I can  liquidate  the  claims  that  are  still  unsettled  in  the  na- 
tion; which  object  I shall  effect  without  delay. 

With  the  accounts  of  Messrs.  A.  H.  Sommerville  and  A.  W.  Everitt, 
and  their  different  accounts  for  travelling  expenses  while  in  the  public  ser- 
vice as  assistant  agents,  and  in  as  much  as  nothing  was  said  in  relation  to 
their  expenses  being  paid  by  Government,  I did  not  feel  authorized  to  pay 
them.  1 would,  however,  state  that  the  pay  of  those  two  gentlemen  were 
one  dollar  less  than  many  other  assistants,  and  no  allowance  for  forage  was 
made  them:  I am  of  opinion  their  accounts  should  be  paid,  or  forage  allow- 
ed them. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  S.  GAINES. 

General  George  Gibson, 

Commissary  General  Subsistence. 


Mobile,  30/A  June,  1832. 

Sir:  A great  number  of  Choctaw  Indians,  for  many  years  past,  have  re- 
sided within  the  corporate  limits  of  this  city  during  the  winter  and  spring 
months,  and  many  families  remaining  through  the  summer,  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  the  citizens.  On  the  third  of  February  last,  the  enclosed  note  of 
the  Mayor,  with  the  resolutions  alluded  to,  decided  me  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  their  immediate  removal;  but  thinking  it  best  to  await  Captain 
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Brownes  arrival,  then  expected  in  New  Orleans,  to  know  if  he  could  con- 
veniently receive  and  subsist  them;  and  having  failed  to  meet  with  him 
in  March  last,  when  I attended  iri  that  cily  for  that  purpose,  and  the  pro- 
bability, according  to  his  letter,  of  his  paying  me  a visit  here  about  the  first 
of  May,  in  which  I have  also  been  disappointed,  finally  delayed  my  arrange- 
ments until  I received  notice  of  my  being  superseded  in  the  superintendency 
of  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians. 

This  communication  is  made  to  you  that  you  may  be  informed  of  the 
wishes  of  the  city,  and  may  give  orders  to  my  successor  accordingly,  since 
it  will  strike  you  as  being  cheaper  to  remove  the  stragglers  who  congregate 
here,  from  the  Six  towns  and  Chickasawhay  towns,  every  winter,  than  to 
collect  and  remove  them  from  their  own  towns:  from  one  to  two  hundred 
may  be  shipped  from  this  point  any  time  between  the  first  of  November 
and  first  of  May,  and  who  could  hardly  be  collected  at  any  other. 

I am,  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  S.  GAINES. 

General  George  Gibson, 

C.  G,  S.,  Washington  City.. 

P.  S.  I am  on  the  wing  for  Demopolis,  where  I spend  the  summer,  and 
will  write  you  (so  soon  as  I can  complete  settlements  for  claims  upon  my 
superintendency  remaining  open.)  and  wait  upon  you  with  account  current. 

G.  S.  G. 


[Accompanying  the  letter  of  G.  S,  Gaines,  of  30/A  JuneJ\ 

Mayor’s  Office,  Mobile,  February  3,  J832. 

Sir:  At  a meeting  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  on  the  27th  ult.,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  removal  of  the  Indians  from  this  city  and  its  vicinity  was  intro- 
duced and  referred  to  a committee. 

I have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  report  of  that  committee,  to* 
gether  with  a resolution  on  the  subject. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  STOCKING,  Jr.,  Mayor, 

To  George  S.  Gaines,  Esq. 


[Accornpanymg  the  letter  of  G.  S.  Gaines,  of  30th  June,'] 

Mayoralty,  City  of  Mobile, 

Wednesday,  February  1,  1832. 

At  a regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  this  city, 
held  at  this  office  on  the  day  of  the  date  above  mentioned,  the  following  re- 
port and  resolution  were  unanimously  adopted,  to  wit: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  relative  to  the  removal 
of  the  Indians  without  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  beg  leave 
to  report:  That  it  is  expedient,  at  as  early  a period  as  possible,  to  procure  the 
removal  of  the  Indians  from  the  corporate  limits;  and  that,  in  order  to  carry 
into  effect  such  removal  permanently,  the  said  Indians  ought  to  be  removed 
119 
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by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Your  committee,  therefore,  re- 
commended the  passage  of  the  following  resolution,  viz.  Be  it  resolved  by 
the  Mayor  and  Alderman  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  that  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  inform  George  S.  Gaines,  esqr.,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  board,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  that  the  Indians  in  and  about  the  same  may  be 
removed  to  the  country  assigned  to  them  by  the  General  Government. 

I do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a correct  transcript  from  the 
minutes  of  the  said  meeting. 

BENJ.  WILKINS, 

Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Jildermen^ 
Mobile,  February  4,  1832. 


Factory,  Choctaw  Nation, 

1st  October,  1831. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  proceed,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to 
Mrs.  Harkin’s,  on  the  Robinson  road,  near  Doak^s  stand,  and  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  your  office,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  W.  S.  Colquhoun, 
who  will  furnish  you  with  a horse,  should  you  not  have  purchased  one 
yourself. 

Captain  Colquhoun  having  been  instructed  fully  upon  the  duties  to  be  per- 
formed, I deem  it  unnecessary,  at  presfent,  to  say  any  thing  more  than  to 
refer  you  to  him  for  instructions. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  S.  GAINES, 

Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  Indians^ 
Mr.  Samuel  T.  Cross, 

Special  Jigent  in  removal  and  subsistence  Bidians. 


Mobile,  20th  January,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  You  will  have  heard  that  I was  attacked  violently  with  th© 
prevailing  influenza  before  leaving  Vicksburg.  My  exposure  on  my  jour- 
ney home  fixed  the  disease  on  my  lungs,  and  I am  not  even  yet  fairly  re- 
covered. 

I arrived  at  this  place  from  Demopolis  yesterday,  and  find  your  favors  of 
the  8th  and  10th  instant.  ’ 

I am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  sufferings  of  your  party  of  emigrants,  and  of 
their  loss  in  horses.  I had  feared  both  from  the  excessive  cold,  freezing 
weather,  which  came  on  immediately  after  your  departure  from  Vicksburg. 

I am  satisfied  that  you  acted  from  the  best  motives,  and  very  properly,  in 
affording  to  the  suffering  emigrants  in  charge  of  the  horses,  the  aid  of  the 
Talma  in  bringing  them  to  their  anxiously  waiting  friends  at  Ecor  de 
Fabre,  and  will  so  report  to  General  Gibson.  1 trust  that,  in  the  extra  em- 
ployment given  the  Talma  above  mentioned,  that  you  did  not  promise 
any  thing  beyond  a fair  compensation  for  her  services. 

The  removal  of  the  Indians  to  their  new  country  will  be  more  expensive 
than  was  anticipated  by  the  Government,  even  under  the  most  careful  man- 
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agement,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  agents  employed  in  the  work  to  make  the 
most  advantageous  contracts  for  the  United  States,  possible. 

As  soon  as  you  can  be  spared  from  Point  Chicot,  of  which  you  are  to 
judge,  you  have  my  permission  to  join  your  family  until  your  farther  ser- 
vices may  be  required. 

On  leaving  your  post,  apprize  the  Commissary  General  of  your  intended 
visit  to  your  family  by  my  permission. 

Please  to  report  to  me  the  number i of  emigrants  who  have  crossed  at 
Point  Chicot.  Address  me  at  this  place. 

With  much  esteem, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  S.  GAINES, 

Superintendent  removal  and  subsistence  Indians, 

Captain  S.  T.  Cross, 

Special  Indian  %dgent,^oint  Chicot, 
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Purchases  made  by  order  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  oj  individuals,  in  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations 
(for  presents)  under  certain  Indian  treaties,  and  paid  for  by  warrant  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
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Disbursements  made  by  Captain  Jacob  Brown,  for  transportation  of  articles  for  presents,  under  the  stipulations  of 

the  Choctaw  treaty  of  Septerriber,  1830. 
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Letter  from  Col  L J.  Mert,  explanatory  of  letter^  page  384,  of  this 

volume. 

Washington,  October  Q,  1834. 

Sir:  Finding  that  it  will  hardly  be  possible  to  suppress  the  private  letters 
from  me  to  you,  as  they  are  already  printed  and  generally  known,  I have  to 
request  the  explanation  in  relation  to  them,  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter 
to  Colonel  Gardiner,  may  be  published  also. 

Allow  me,  on  this  occasion,  to  correct  another  error  at  page  384.  The 
letter  from  me  of  12th  October  is  headed  with  the  following  remark:  Let- 
ter from  Col.  Abert,  who  was  despatched  by  the  War  Department  with  a 
view  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  J.  B.  Gardiner,  special  agent,  &c.^’ 

Now,  sir,  this  assertion  of  what  duty  I was  sent  upon  is  not  sustained  by 
my  instructions,  and  is  erroneous  in  fact.  The  principal  object  about  which 
I was  sent,  was  to  forward  the  emigrating  party  of  Indians  under  charge  of 
Col.  Gardiner,  and  which  had  become  embarrassed  from  the  differences  be- 
tween himself  and  Lieut.  Lane.  A secondary  object,  left  entirely  to  my 
discretion,  was  the  investigation  of  those  differences. 

The  first,  I am  happy  to  say,  was  successfully  attended  to;  the  second 
was  entirely  omitted  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  enclosed;  and  because  it 
would  have  diverted  my  attention  from  the  first,  which,  in  my  judgment,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  War  Department,  was  the  most  important  of  the  two. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 

Lieut.  Col  T.  E. 

Gen.  Gibson. 


Letter  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing. 

Washington,  October  4,  1834. 

Dear  Sir:  You  no  doubt  recollect  the  several  long  and  confidential  con- 
versations which  we  had  together  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Indian  emigration  which  had  been  under  your  care,  and  the 
reports  which  had  induced  the  War  Department  to  direct  me  to  take  charge 
of  it;  nor  have  I a doubt  that  you  also  recollect  a remark  of  mine,  that  our 
personal  intercourse  had  corrected  many  of  the  impressions  with  which  I 
had  joined  you,  and  had  convinced  me  of  the  injustice  of  those  impressions. 
To  this  you  replied,  that  you  hoped  then  that  I would  remove  any  unfavora- 
ble opinions  which  my  first  correspondence  might  have  created,  and  v/ould 
render  to  you  the  justice  not  only  due  to  you,  but  due  from  me  as  a candid 
and  honorable  man. 

This  I assured  you  I would  do,  and  J also  stated  that,  it  being  entirely  out 
of  my  power  to  investigate  any  of  the  reports  bearing  on  either  yourself  or 
Lieut.  Lane,  of  whom  there  were  unfavorable  reports  as  well  as  of  yourself^ 
I had  used  the  precaution  of  writing  only  private  letters  in  reference  to  either 
of  you,  that  no  injury  might  result  to  either  from  the  error  of  these  reports. 
That  my  intention  was,  after  returning  to  Washington,  to  withdrawal!  these 
private  letters,  and  to  make  a general  report  of  my  operations,  free  from  any 
allusions  to  what  I had  heard,  leaving  you  to  settle  your  differences  on  your 
own  representations. 
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I think  I made  similar  remarks  to  Lieut.  Lane.  Accordingly,  on  my  re- 
turn, I withdrew  all  my  letters  from  the  War  Department,  and  made  the 
general  report  which  you  afterwards  saw,  and  which  is  now  on  file  in  the  f 
Indian  Commissioners’  Office. 

But  I had  an  intimate  friend  at  Washington,  Gen.  Gibson,  to  whom  I 
frequently  wrote  letters  in  the  most  familiar  manner  about  every  thing,  and 
in  which,  (before  I joined  you,)  1 occasionally  incorporated  some  of  the  re- 
marks made  to  me  on  the  road,  while  in  pursuit  of  you,  both  of  yourself 
and  Lieut.  Lane. 

These  letters  were  however  written  in  such  a way,  and  on  such  a variety 
of  topics,  that  it  appeared  to  me  impossible  for  them  to  be  viewed  in  any 
other  light  than  private  communications,  and  I have  a distinct  recollection 
of  stating  in  one  of  these  letters  that  they  were  of  that  character.  Taking; 
for  granted  that  these  were  exposed  only  to  the  eye  of  the  General,  and  then 
destroyed,  I never  made  any  inquiry  about  them. 

Judge,  then,  of  my  surprise,  judge  of  my  mortification,  when  I found  that 
two  or  three  of  these  familiar  letters  had  got  upon  the  official  files  of  Gen. 
Gibson’s  office;  and,  before  I knew  of  their  existence,  were  actually  printed 
under  a late  resolve  of  the  Senate  calling  for  correspondence  on  Indian  af- 
fairs to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  at  its  next  session;  and  one  of  these,  a let- 
ter from  Piqua,  of  the  12th  October,  the  first  in  which  I had  mentioned  either 
your  name  or  Lieut.  Lane’s  to  him,  (for  my  correspondence  was  with  the 
Secretary,)  in  which  I had  repeated  some  unpleasant  remarks  made  to  me 
about  you. 

I felt  myself  much  annoyed  by  this  carelessness,  and  the  veracity  of  my 
promise  to  you  eompromitted,  as  well  as  being  placed  in  the  attitude  of 
making  public  unfavorable  remarks  of  which  I had  no  proof,  and  which, 
from  personal  intercourse,  I could  not  believe  otherwise  than  much  exagger- 
ated. 

I have  made  inquiry  into  this  matter,  and  find  it  the  result  of  one  of  those 
accidents  which  will  at  times  befall  the  most  vigilant;  for  an  officer  more 
vigilant,  more  correct  in  his  sense  of  propriety,  or  of  a sounder  discretion 
than  Gen.  Gibson,  I do  not  know. 

We  will  endeavor  to  suppress  the  sheet  which  contains  the  offensive  ex- 
tract from  my  letter;  but  for  fear  it  should  become  public,  I write  to  you 
this  explanation;  with  the  assurance  that  nothing  in  our  personal  intercourse 
justified  the  remarks  which  were  made  to  me,  and  which  I repeated  in  the 
letter,  and  with  the  liberty  of  using  this  communication  in  any  way  you 
please. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  J.  ABERT, 

Lieut,  Col,  T,  E. 


[End  op  Vol.  1. — Doc.  512.] 
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